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pUTj,INE H  STQgy ;   89t h gomba •dment Squa.cl.ron (  i  , 31  Ot h   cmbardment Grc;up (    ,
r -

Feri od: lbnt h of February, 19  t•  

Sheet Aio . 2.

.

at t he enen  r 21  t i n:e s , maki ng a t ot al of 156 i ndi v i dual sort i e s . 1  63 , 080 l ba .
of bombs  nere dr opped xi t hi n t he t ar get ar ea . 0  !t of t hes® squadr on mi , ei ons
the enem  Ras sub ected to propoganda leaPlets instead of bombs.

G. Str
ng of per i od s 287   zl i st ed 2den   d 53 Of f i cer s .

At end of per i od = 280 II zl i st ed  den and 67 Of f i cers .

H. Comman Officer ia rtant  nents
, a or arrisnn tine o g ss ns: ad 3unction at Marino, Italy, 2 Feb-
rusry; road and R.R. intersections f om F881391 to F890380, 9 February; et•:emy con-
cent rat i one i n vi ci ni t y of C amq  ol eon

 
e  1  aT y; 'I 2 Fe ; eas t choke poi nt of  t/ Y

about 4 mi l e s SE of Perugi a , It al y , 14 February ; Banadi ct i ne ldonas t ery , It al y , 51
February; enenQr conceatrations in vicinity of Campoleone, Italy, 16 February.

I. Losses in Aaction
    e  .ns of Pompei pl ane #l 63 9K cr ashe d f or some unlaaoxn reason. It had
been circlir3g,  siting to fill in as a stand by plane.   en it bec:ame evident that
i t vroul d not be need ed i n such capaci t y , i t st art ed back and cr as hed shca  t1y t here -
after - this uas on the bth of February. The following men  ere killed: Lt. Cap-
son, Lt . Kar vel , Sgt . Iu cZak, Sgt . P. J . 1fi ].l er , and Sgt . Wel l i ngton .

J. Fbrmer and Present Members l  o Have Di.at ished Themselves in Action
e o owi ng  cer- s 3 E  'nfi s  ed men ve en awar e  irp  e   eart :

Dyer , F  e d  i . G  pt . Parr i sh, Al e xander H.   3or
SQhmidt, Ratymond A. lst Lt.
De®aa, George (NbdI) lst Lt.
Hutchinson, Charles A. 2ad Lt.
 right, Gerald K.
G  i7.v er , Wi l l i s  ta R. S/ Sg't .
Duncan, Leland E. f  l.
21u  l ey , Ar t hvr J . SJSgt .

In addi t i on t o t he Ai r 16ed.a1 sevsn ( 7 ) Ht'onze Oak Leaf Cl ust er s have been awar de d
t he f ol l owi ng of f i cers and ezLt is t ed men:

Hamilton, Jack M. Capt.
Kemp, Geor ge  Y. Jr . t .BagbY, Wilbur E.

 
gt.

In addition to the Air Diedal six (6) Bronze Oak Leaf  lnsters have boen a  ded the
f ol l vvri ng of f i cer s s

Dyer , Fre d W. (  pt .Saiason, Geor ge E. l s t Lt .
In addition to the Air l edal fiv+e (5) BronZe Oak Leaf Clusters have been a*arded
the follo ring officers and enlisted man:

, Kauf7mann, Leonard Jr. Capt.
Wol f e , War ren Y. l s t Lt .
Demas , Geor ge ( I  dI ) l s t Lt .
Stegink, Gerald A. F/0
o  com  ell, Donald L. s/Sgt.

Ia addi .t i on t o t he Ai r  dec al. f our t4 ) Hr onti e Oals Le af Cl us t er s have been a  ar ded
t he f ol l airls  of f i cers :

Par r i s h , a] .e ca nde r H.   lat,j or
(3sughan  James F, lst Lt.
Schmidt  R aymand A. lst Lt.
Ne av er , C Laude H. 2ad Lt .

In addition to the Air Medal three (3) Rronze Oak Leaf  lusters have been a arded
t he f ol l arri ng of f i cer and eal i s t ed men :

Taylor  Louis L. lst Lt.
Gahm, G1s na F. TJSgt .
Johnson, l in ot M. T/ Sgt .Fo +rl er , J. W. S/ Sgt .Turpin, Joe P. S/Sgt.
]YfcIntoah, Gleo A. SJSgt.
Sal i sburY, Raq W. SJSgt .
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,  t89t h Bombar dment Squa ir on  h ) , 31 O,t h Bombar dm ent (;r oup t  ) .
 Peri od: Yont h of Februarp , 19l l .;
shset No. 3.

 Y, Jamee W.J S Sgt.  yaa, Thomas a. S/Sgt.

Its addi t 3ron t o t he Ai r yedal t   o (2 ) Hronse Os k Leaf A.us t er s have beea a  ar ded
the followiug offia®ra aad enlisted mens

Aloer s ,   i l l i am L. l at Lt .Shuck, John F, lst Lt.Dobberteen  Franklin J. lst Lt.Jeter, Joha Y. lst Lt.Wi ,ese , Lude  J . l st Lt .(  u i s e ,   ITi l l i s   H. 2nd Lt .Dui're t t , Garl V. 2nd Lt .          ) T/ Sgt .' Jereb   Vi.tlcent (1dIdI ) T/ Sgt .I  ndon  Sdaar d 3[•. T/ Sgt .l[i l l ar     al t er   [. Jr . T/ Sgt .Hofin ei s t er , Al ex H. Jr . S/ Sg  .Cusintine  Peter J. Jr. S/Sgt.Lang, Jack Y• SJ Sgt .l i l l .er , Pet eac J. Jr . S/ Sgt . ( deceas ed )

T
 

iu ]e y
  1

t
h
 

 
O 
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t .  al droup , Hugh H• S/ Sgt • .
In add3.t i on t o t he Ai r yedal one (1 ) Oak heaf  'l .us   e r haa be en av:arded fih e f ol l v 
officars and enlisted men: _8i t t eahouae     'i.l l .i.am L. l s t Lt .

Barnett  Cha cles P, lst I  .Brann  Joha R.Q. lst Lt.Fi el ds   Hen r3r C. 1 et Lt .Neaflis   Paul B, l s t Lt .Robert s , Geor ge F. 1,et j•t .Teara, David  . lst Lt.Bul kel e;q, Loui s E.  e t Lt .Brugger  Herbert C. lat Lt.Cook  Edv  rd li  . l s t Lt .  
N .eacander , Ansl .ey 4 . Jr . l at Lt .Sha ul .ber g, St uar t , . 2nd Lt .lfat son, Carl B.   d 1't .Gl os   Ea.t oa C. T/ S  t .Pt oct or   James T. T/ Sgt :
Ti  mbl e, Joa  ph Y. T/ Sgt .Charney   John ( 1 A  ) S/ Sgt .lliourey   Joseph A. • S/ Sgt .Callahan  Bussell J. S/Sgt.

The follawin  enlisted m n has been axarded the Air ldedal:
Rellin,gton  Carl 0. 3/Sgt. ( deceased )

JILC[ A. CASP 
l s t Lt .   Ai r CorpsJAC/  rf g As si st ant S- 2 Of Pi.oer .

/o '  ̀'       ;
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prepared by S-2 psrsonnel under tile supervision of Lst Lt. Jack A,  asper

1 89t h Bombar dment Squadron (ld} St at i oa Po  ei L/ G: It   

Sheet No. 1

Yont h of Flebruar y 194l 
_

_.. .- _ - -
  y EYENTS

1 - Nervous t ens i on i nvari abl y i s buil t up just pri or t o a mi.s s i on. It i s not opet  r
evi dent , but i t can never t   el ess be sens ed. F arl y t hi s morn3n p t he boys prepar ed t .hem-
sel v+es f or f l yi ng, but t i ey  rere des t i ned not t o get i nt o t he ai r . Zhe  reat her cl osed
i n ov er t he f i el d and at 1 200 hours a st and- doxn Was decl ared.

Today x as pa~y
day . By e ar l y ev eni Ag a numbe r of c ar d and cr ap game s vner e i n f ul l

srring and by midnight there had been a very considerable exchange of na ney. One "char-

acter++ came out on top xith  1300.
r Capt Fields xho has been adjutan t of the squadron since its early days is no long-
er as s oc i at e d wi t h us . He has gone t o Gr oup He ad

.quar t e r s wher e he r i l ]
. aer v e as Gr oup

Ac  jut ant . Tak i ng Capt . Fi el ds pl ac e i s Lt . Ni cke r s o n , x ho   ri ].
1 al s o hav e char ge o f

mess. Lt. Cutler now has charge of supply and transportation.

2 - A road junction at Marino, Ital,y, was
the tasget for today. O tr bombardiers laid

a good pattern commencing in t'r,e SW part of town and extending right through it. The
r oad r unr i ng i nt o t own was xel ]. covered xi t h bombs . The f l ak was i nt ens e and accur at e ,
hol i ng f our pl anes . Pl ane 105 9J, pil ot ed by Lt . Fi el ds  ri t h Lt . lfai r at t he co-  i -
lotts controla  had its hydraulic system damaged. When it came time to land  it was
necessary to crank the Aheels dorm . This they did, but they were unable to lock them
into place. S Sgt. F. A. Vaudry, engineer-gunner, poured hydraulic fluid into the
system, thereby causing the locks to go into place. It was fortunate for everyone in
the plane that an engineer was abroad, for only an engineer would have known xhat to
do to lock the wheels.

For dinner we had delicious fresh ham. Quite often lately We have had meals that

c oul d be corr e ct l y c l as s i f i e d as good.

3 -  eather again vras responsible for keeping our planes grounded. The crewa  rere
bri.ef ed t o bomb   rt e   I t   l .y , but be f ore t hey got t o t he pl anes , a s t an+d-do  m x as de-
clared.It has been weeks since  ne have had m ail in any real quantity. On January 30 our
APO xas changed t o 650 . Thi s i s t i e 5t h t  .me i t h;,s changed wi t hi n t t e pa9t year . I

suspect t hat t Yie reason f ar t he poor mai l ser vi ce l i e s in t he f act t t at t he shi ps and

pl ane s Ri;i ch ordi nar i l y t r ansport i t t o us hav e been seques t ered f or t he f or t hcomi no
invasion.

About the invasion. The radio, the press  and everyone is speculating a9 to when
i t wi l l occur . I t i s v i r t ua t l ,y as s ums d t ìat i t wi l l come f r om ac ros s t he Engl i s h (aian -
nel. Feeling ie mounting because it is sus pected that it w ill come sometime next month.

4 - This evening the "Barber of Seville"  ras presented in Naples and a number of inen
f   om t h i s s quadron at t ende d.

3tation Hospital No. 2b2 was the rendezvous point for an Officers  Dance. From
all iadications those Rho xare there enjoyed themselves im¢nsnsely.

He re ar e t he headl i ne s appeari ng in t od.ay 's St ar s and St r i es : "Ten Germa n Di 'vi s -
i ons Tr appBd i n t he Ukr ai n,a"; "3t reet Fi g'tit i.og Ragey i n Cass i n

 
o"; "U. S. Forces Sei se

T  ro St r onghol ds i n t t e LLar shal l s "; "Sof i a Li es i n Rui n"; "1 . 100 U. S. Fl anes Bomb Nazi
Port" ( Wilhemshaven }; "Liberators Smash NaZi Rail Lines".

5 - Although that it appeared that the xeather R uld prevent our flying a mission to-

c  r, t :ve l v e o f our pl ane s t ook of f and s ucc e e de d i n bomb   l as t e r i ng t he mar s ha]l i ng

yards at Terni, Italy. We interrogated the crexs at C  oup S-2, where three Red Cross

gi rl s  rho have be e n as s i gne d t o t he t  crn1p s e rv ed t he f   y ar s and S- 2 pe r s o nnel hot co f -
f ee and doug,

hmi t s .Today our Oper at i ons Of i'i cer was ordered t o s end t o t he 12t h Bombar dmeirt   oup ( [)

one pi l ot or co-  i l ot x i t h a l oR mimber of mi s s i ons . There were t i ree men   rho   rere i a
t hi e cat agory . Car ds were dra rn . The unl ucl  r ( ?) man vras 2nd Lt .   bl and. I use t h e
term "unlucl4r" because it is rumored that the lZth Group will be sent to In dia or some

ot her pl ace i n t hat part of t he Rorl d. The 1 2t h i s ncw i noperat i ve and very s hor t l y
  ri l l be on i t s way . 1(a,y1?e Re sha11- f ol l ox t hem. Ti me wi l l t e11 •

6 - Today vras one of t r o s e day s xhi ch al l of us   oul d l i ke t o f or ge t . A t   agi c ac -
Ci dent ki l l e d f i v e of our men . We f ur ni s he d t hre e s t and- by s r i ps and cr ea s f or t he
t h r e e o t her s quadr ons . As i s cus t ornary , t :  e s e pl ane s t ook of f apd c i r c l e d whi l e t he
formation was being made up. Kot having to fil

-
1 in, nur three planes started back.

Ne ar t he Rui .nB of Pom  :e i pl ane   63 9K, pi l o t ed by Lt . 'f i l t s hi r e , wi t h Lt . Caps on as
co- pi l ot , Lt . Kar re l , bombar di er , Sg t . Iu c zak , r adi o oper at or , Sgt , r'. J . N.

i l ] .er , t ur -

('r • S r 
f  

 
 
l
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- Station pompei Ll , TtalY

lk>nt h of
_

Februar y 1 91al 
_

DAY EVSNTS

r ®t gunner , and Sgt .   Ifeh i n gt.on , t ai l gunner , cr a s he d. Wi t ne s s e s r e ve al ed t ha t t he
plane went into a dive and as it fell earth ard, a wing came off. 3hortly after it
cr as he d, t he 1t x 1 000 pound bombs e xpl o ded . Lt . 'dii l t s h i r e mi r aaul ousl y surv i v ed -
ho  r i s not y et knrn rn - and Ri 11. r ec ove r f rom t he i n,

jur i e s he s us t ai ned . Al l t he ot h-
er cr enr member s x er e i ns t an t l y ki l l e d .

Fate Rorked in Sgt. Schm3,dt's favor an d against Sgt.  ellington. Th® former had
been originally scheduled but at the last mir zte xas replaced by the latter.

Ou r 133rd sqaadron combat mission  xas a nickelling mission over Atina, Italy.

? -   ro mi s s i ons   ere run t oday , bot h i n t he Rome ar e a. Zhe marni ng m  .s s i on   ra.s ov-
er Ci s t erna , I t a1y , key t o t he Appi ap W$y and Roree . The li/  Y an d t he t o m *ere hi t
squar el y aryd heavi l y . O ir men are conf i dent t hat t hias was one of t he mpst succes s ftal
missions Xe have run. The afternoon mission carried our plan s to oiterbo, Italy 
 here they  ere to hit the north choke point of the south M/Y. This time they did
not do so Re11, although they did hit a section of the trac,

 s an d the southeast part of
t vrm . On t he  ray ba ck f r om t he t ar ge t , our f ormat i on r an i nt o s ome ene   1  109   s
and  1f 190 'a. They di d not at t ack.
8 - We v rer e out i n f or ce w er Ci s t erna agai n. Thi s mi.s s i on t oday Ras every bi t as
successful as yesterd  's mission over the same target.

A fe ur more combat cre  members were transferred to this squadron from the 12th
Gr oup . 1 Yier e t hat Group i s goi r  i s s t i l l a mat t er of pur e s pe cul at i on . Sia ce i t ha,
been ovrerseas longer than Re have,   ere it goes wi11 give us some indication of where
 re are likely to go eventually - either to an other theatre or back to the States. Thua
  re a +ra i t anxi ous l y wor d of t he i r di s po s i t i on .

9 - Appearing in th® February 8th issue of the Stars and Stri es, daily rlewspaper of
t he U. S . Arme d Fo rce s f or t r oops i n I t al y , ar e   Ti n ,

  e r e s t tietrs i t ems ,   ii ch I
make nots of npw in ord,er later to see haR the predictions contained therein v ork vut.

(h e i t e m s t at ed t hat an A,.l.
i ed vi ct ory i n   irope t hi s year Fas predi ct ed l as t

treek by a pa.nsl of f our mi l i t ary exper t s speaki ng on one program,   i t h t he cons enecus
being that the Germans  ould collapse  rithin three to six months after the Allies in-
vade t he   re st . The eucpert s hel d no qui ck prospect s f or t he  rar i n t he Far   'as t .

The other item stated that American Ara  troops overseas  dll become eoldier-stu-
dent s Ri.t hi n I  8 hour s af t̀er host i l i t i ea end i n   rope under t e nt at i ve pl ans al re ac  r
dra n up by Ar  officials. Stuc y and tra ning to prepare soldiers for the return
to peacetime jobs pil.

l help span the period between the arffi .s
tice and d emobiliZation.

10 - Our equadron Fas stood down all d,ay . It had been intendsd that xe fly a mission
in the afternoon, but late in the mvrning inclement weather necessitated the dsclara-
tion of a stand-down. As a result of this status, Operatiions - S-2 has been virtually
d®aerted.Decorations xere arrarded tnis morning by Col. Jones to a number of our men ( See
"Phot ographs " and "Ont l i ne Hi s t ory " ). The cer emo  r  ras col orf u7. and i mpr es s i ve even
though it  ras necessarily sin le.

11 -   ,gai n a st eac  r dorvr  our of r ai n kept our pl anes grounded.

12 - At 1153 hours our bombardiers toggled out 1 6,000 pounds of concentrated destruc-
t i on i n t he vi ci ni t y of Campol eone , It al y . Bat t l i ng t he i r wa  t hr ough a veri t abl e
barrage of fl ak, our airmen struck a telling blaw at the enem y  rYiose position is atead-
ily  norsening. This mission Ras intend,ed to give close support to Allied troops in
the Anzio beachhead area,  here a ring of steal ia ineocorably closing around desper-
ately fighting Jerry precariously situated bett een the main Sth Arap'Front a l this
ne   f ront ju s t s out h of R.ome . Co1 . Jone s t e l ephone d congr zt ul at i ons t o Maj or Pa.r r i s h
f or t he exc el l ent r e sul t s obt ai ne d i n t hi s 1 38t h s quadr on c ombat mi s s i on .

1 3 - It s t op c;on  l e t el y s cre e ne d f r om v i ew by l ow  .ung cl ouda , Mt . Ve s uv i us appe ar ed
t hi s nvr ni ng i n a garb of s nar  re achin g f r̀ om t he l ower s l opes t o   rhe r e i t i t  e r cept i ve -
ly merged with the nhite aloud cover. The Lattar lde untains  rhich rise out of the sea
at Sorr e nt o wer e e c. ual ]  beaut i f  i7.

i n t he i r wi nt e r dr es s . At f r e quent i nt er val s c  ir -
ing the entire day, our l itchells, A-20 Bostons arxi B-26 Marauders droned gracefull 
t hrough t he col d s ki es l i ke gi ant b i r ds . 1 boment ar i l y f or ge t t i ng t hat t 1 .e s e -rrs r e t e r -
rible instruments of destruction, one saemed to feel that they  nere a part of all this
natural beauty.

Today we at r uck a t t he e ne  no t   i t h bombs but r at he r wi t h a w+eapon mor e s ubt l e
and just as explosive. Three of our plaues rained d,c n upon him 604,000 leafleta ex-

! / /    
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horting him to give up rather thsn prolong xhat is ra idly bacoaing a hopeless situ-
ation. 6or e decor at i ons   rere a rarded, t hi s t i me t o men who  !vere unabl e t o at t end t he
f i r st ceremor y . •

].
4 - The Mf Y a t Perugi a , I t al y   was t he t ar ga t f or t oday . Capt . Hami l t on, fl y i ng hi s
60th mission, led the Group over t2tis dan gerous target.

We eagerly a rait the passage of each day. Time seems to be skidding by at a
v ery rapid pace, but it cannot pass too quickly to suit us. Some day in the distant
ftiit ur e  rhen our yout h an d war t i ma d  ys x i.].]. be t hi ngs of t he paat , we sha11 be x i sh-
3ng that Re could alo r up the inexorable scythe of time. In one sense titoa ri$ht noR
ie running in our favor, for it is bringing us closer to that inevitable day when we
can look at all of this in retro spect.

Th,e anticipation of big things to come on the internati nal scene continues to
be very engrossing. Because Ae are so vitally af ected by what hap;.ens all over the
world  all of us ar® follo ring the ever-cnanging world drama with great personal in-
t er e s t . Fr om d  y t o day rre awai t n,eR dev el opment s , f ol l owi ng c l os el p t he sl ow but

certain defeat of Gern n r and her nominal ally, Japan. UVhat can be more interesting
than history in the making?

1
.
5 - Today marks t   e compl e t i on o f one y e ar i n t he o ver s e as s e r vi ce . At approxi   aat e -

ly 1730 hours a year ago today the U.S.S. Westpoint steamed out of San Francisco 'e
Qrol den Gat e he ad

,e
d f or a de s t i nat i on t i a,t was t o r emai n unknvwn t o us f or many day s

t o come . St an di ng dt t he s t em o f t  li s once pal at i al l ux ury l i ne   •, s cor e s of us e i -
lently watched the gx'ay skyline of San F ancisco recede into the distance. T tlight

changed to darkness and mar  of us still stood there alone  rith our thougnts. We
ponde re d our f a t e as we s h ped away f r om t hi s l an+d of our s , rn i ch ev e n t hen was t ak-
u  g on a netr me ani ng f or us . Or e ve ar has pa s s ed by .  1uch has hapye ned t o us   ri t hi n
that perivd of time. As We begin another yeac overseas, we are prone to speculate
about the ethereal future 3ust as we did that mo entous d y a year ago. l  at does it
hold for us?

16 - An army regu]a t i on r equi r es t hat at per i odi c i nt erval s a sex l e ct ure be gi  aen
t o al l enl i st ed men. Even i n t he combat zone t hi s requi rement i s f1i].f i l l ed. Tod  r
Chaplain Cooper gave a eh rt a alk ebout sex morality  after  ,rhich xas shown a moving
gicture depicting the grave dangers of illicit intercourse. All of this advice is
t i rnel y i n vi e r of the amas i ng e ase wi t h  rni ch a woman may be accrui red. Ti1ey i nf est
not only the surrounding to*ns and villages but even the camp area itself.

  ea pr concent rat i  ons i n t he vi ci ni t y of Cam: ol eone , I t al y , cons t i t ut ed t he t ar -
get for toda.y. Exceedin .y bad weather caused this squadron to miss the area intend-
ed to have baen bombed. Ma or Qarske, flying with the 1 8 th Squadron,werrt down in
flam es aver the target area, his plsne having been hit and k: ocked out of control. He
trag associated  3.th Group Operations in the capacity of Assistant Operations Officer.

It f s no r   a  or Kauf  nn and Id3  or r i e1ds .

17 - The Allies struck Berlin the mz.ghtiest air blo rin history last night as 1 0V0
Scitish aircraft waleashed well over 2,5c70 tons of high explasives and incendiaries
in s 20- ainute raid on the Nazi capital. This was the '15th ma3or assault sinc  the
  Bat tl e of Berl i np be gan l as t November .

Our efforts vrere directed against an important supLly dump and  T concentration
i n t he Anzi o are a .

18 - Zb da y   as unusual l y unevent f  l . The mi ss i on was abort i ve bec ause of bad weat her
o'ver t he t ar get are a .

Wr i t i n  l e t t er s i s a r eal l y di f f i cul t t a : k . Cens or s hi p r e gal a t i ons ar e ver y
rigid - of necessity - and consec;uent.ly one s style is cramped considerably. Sitting
do  nn t o wr i t e our da i l y l e t t e rs s omet i me s - of t en - i s a re al or de al . T'rlat wi :11 be a
happy day uinen it  riil not be necess ry to corres ond.

1 9 - T  i.c e t od  r we s t ruc k he avy bl ows at t he ene   i n t   e Anzi o 'be ach he ad are a , gi v -
in.g close support to our forces fig: ting fierce German counter-attacks. The 321st
Bombar dm ent Gr oup (  i ) pr e c ede d us ov e r t he t ar ge t . Ti ey r an i n t o di f f i c lll t i es and
l os t a t ot al o f e i gi  t pl ane s di t he r f r om f l ak or f i ght er s .

This afternoon radio-gunners and S-2 personnel attended u le first of a series of
l e c tur e s deal

.
i ng wi t h ai rpl an e i de nt i f i c a t i on . I t i s i mport ant t i at t hos e who f l y be

t hor au ghl .y i ndoc t r i nat ed i n t _:e
i ,de nt i i i c at i on of f r i e ndl y and e nen  ai r cr af t .

The boys ar e pi :i i ng up mi s s i ons f a9t . As t he weat  er i *norove  . an d t :re days be-
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c ome l o er   we ar e f l y i ng mor e of t en . The e neu  i s f i ght i ng a l o s i ng f i ght i n t hi s
t he at r e

 
a  ea.s ewher e , t oo ) , but he i s f i ght in g vrel l and wi t h gre at v i gor . He i s a

mas t e r at de f ens i v e x ar f are as x e11 as at of f ens i v e f i ght i r g . But he i s not qui t e
as good as we are.

20 - Two mi s s i ons aga i n t oda4y i n t he .Anzi o bea chhe ad ar e a . The n c r ni ng mi s s i on wa s
pr obabl y s ucc e s s f  al but t he af t erno on mi s s i on x a s a com ;l e t e f ai l ur e be c aus e of bad
wre at her whi ch pr ev ent ed t he bombar di e r s f r om dr o    ,i ng any bombs .

For about t ne past mont h xe hav e been f ed bet t er t han usti,  l - on t he bas i s of
our f ormer st andards . A8 a resul t there are verp f e r compl ai nt s about f ood.

The ot her day t t  more me n l ef t f or t he St at es ; narnel y , ht . Schmi .dt and F/ 0
Stegink  both having con leted 51 combat missions.

Lt. Cas er left for Af ica to attend a specialized c urse in airplane identifi-
cat i on.

21 - Stand-do n.
Iast night Verdi 's "Aida" was  resented in Na a es as a regular Special Servicea

feature. About thirty men f -om the Group helped make up a capacity audience. For
four short hours war  reary soldiers thousands of miles from home were able to project
t hems el ves out of t 'r e pre sent and i nt o a real m of f ant asy .

22 - D u ing the morning our planes xere over the  /Y at Foligno and in the afternoon
 re dropped leaflets over Atina and Pontecorvo.

Pr i .me Mi .ni s t er Chur chi l l i .n an hour and a quar t er s r e ech t o t he Hous e of Commons
gav e a conc i s e rev i ew of t he  rar up t o t he   r e s ent t   ? e . He s ai d t hat he   ul d gi v e
no a s s ur ance s t ha t vi c t ory i n   ro   e Woul d or   roul d not be our s t h i s y e ar , but t .,:at
i t ma r not be f ar away .

For t he f i r s t t :uae gr eat f l e e t s of Amer i can bombe r s bas ed i n I t al y and Zn   i t a i n
l aua ohed a  co  r di nat e d at t ack on i mport an t Ger man t ar get s . b'or t he pas t f onr da y s
the Allied aerial bumbardment has been the greatest yet. Churchill promised in his
spe e ch t hat t he bombi ng of Ger rnar{y wi l l be even   re at er and mor e t er i-l .

bl e i n t he mpnt hs
t o come .

Capt . Dy er ha s gone t o Gr oup Oper at i ons t o t ake t l:e l at e Maj or Gauts ke ' s pl a ce as
Assistant ONerations Officer.

23 - The .  e at ,1er kept our  ;l an es on t he gro und al l dawy . A mi s s i on had been s che chil .ed
but the crews  r ere called back just before they were briefed. .Rumors are still runni.ng ram ,ant. The latesL rumor, backed yp by the customary
"f act s ", i s t hat vre s hal l ev ent ual l y be aw ed t o r  ,

l an d . Ac t u al l y t } e unl y c er t ai n
t hi ng i s t h a t s on, e t i

.me we s h  h mov e .

2!  - Our target t day was a secret tanding ground in the Rome area. I rom all indica-
t i ons t he mi ss i on   rQs a succes s flil . one.

16ore new combat crew member s   rere as s i gned t o t he sc?uadron. They are f r esh Prom
th® 3tates.Pbr di .iuLer we had f r es h por k chops al ong x i t h f re s h but t e r . Thi s r as a r e al t r eat
f or u s . Compl a i nt s about t he f oo d   re are f e d ar e prac t i cal l

tiy no n- ex i s t e nt nox . Of

course  the meals are nothing to enthuse about, but compai ed with xhat we were getting
for some ten or eleven months  they are not bad. And if xe do not get enough to eat

at the mess hall, xe can always buy nuts or fruit, which are still very plentiful.

25 - Stand-down because of bad flying weather.

26 - Another d p of combat inactivity due to inclement weather. For approaimately
t we nt y - f our hour s s t eac  r i t has r ai ned .

27 - A11 day rain has fallen in torrents. Rainy days such as tr is one cduse us to re-
alise how fortunate we are to be living anci worki.ng

in buildings. Soon we shall have
been here for two months. L  en if we do not remain much longer than that, Re shall
have had some respite from the more primitive life to Rhich we have become used to since
arriving overseas more than a year ago.

Today Lt . Zi e gl e r , s quadr on c ens or , l e f t f or Al gi er s mhe re he   ri ]1 as s wee nervP du-
ties xith another  utfit.

2t  - Three   l ane s of t  li s squadron f l evr a ni ckel l i ng mi s si on i n t he AnZi o area, dropp-
ing a total of 1,160,Ou0 leaflets xhich were intended to inform the Germen soldiers of

certain mzlitary and political facts about   hich they might aot be a rare.
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NomPe i G, It al
,ylfpnt h of   F ebruary 1944

  , ,

For a short tirne this evening many of us t 7ought that we were in for a heavy ene-
n r raid. Heavy anti-aircraft guns all around the field set up a thundrous noise aAd
red tracer bullets streaked high up i.nto the sky . Zhis was all re®iniaceat of even-
ings at Hergla. But xe soon found out that  his xas  ust practice. It is easy to
i  magi ne   us t haw t he ci vi l i a  s m tst have f el t , not lcnowi ng t he real f act s .

29 - It seenied that bad weather  rould keep our planes grounded. Ho ever  late in the
af t ernoon our cr aws   rere cal l ed do rn t o i. roup f or bri ef i ng . The t ar get  ras t roop con-
4entr tions in the Anzio area  where the German s are figc.ting desperately, launching
oae counter-attack after another. The situation has not yet becoara bad for the Allies.

pay da,y.
Gamhling is always heavy on pay day and for a f..w days thereafter. Al-

reac  a fex of the men are not only broke but t:ley are deeply indebted to others.

       
           , 

WALTSR F. C  VE, JB.
3gt., Air Corps

  /   g 5   2.
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.   ' T   p P E 3 D r   S Z .   _
!  r rn y 1`   D  n .  -   F  b   4 .

. `
Nr. 17 W O C H EN BLA T T FUR DEUTSC H E SO L DAT EN 24.

Februar 1944

,' ' ' KRIWOI R  G. CH OLM Utr D
i , ,           '

,,,,,    ' ''   ' " ' STA RAJA RUSSA GEFALLf N
_ __,_,. --  .. , ,

- - - - • A m 23
.

Febr . meldete des O KW die Raumung der
- - -_

 
a - t

groasen Industr iestedt Kriwo i Rog im Dnjeprbogen
.

,     , -
 1P  - t In den Bergwerken von Kr iwo i   Rog werdan ifi hrt ich

'   ' 
 
 

  ,   ,   j
15 bis 2D Mil lio nen Tonnen Eissnerz ge#order t.

Der Ver -
  _

lust die  er Gruben - zusamme  o it dem A asfal l der
  T  

 
    Q     .  

M engenerzgruben in N ikopol
, vo r zwei Wo chen - w urde

 
 

-
  ' - - _ : vom britischen Kriegswirtscheftsministerium als ein   ayus-

- - = r Aiinsk serst schwerer Schlag fur die deutsche Kriegsmeschines
Byal 'st  - _

,
8  ' bezeichnet.

- Q
U

_
'   ' Im N ordabschnill der O sl(ront w urden, w ie des O KW

8te -Lito
_

-
meldet, zw ei weitere deutsche Stutzpunkle eufgegeben : am
18.

Febr.
Staraia Russa, und

, vier Tage daro u/
,
Cho lm.

Am 23
.- - K  e    Febr. berichtete Moskau, dass die Rote Armee sich in den

_ - _ Aus senbezirken des wichtigen Bahnknotenpunktes Dno be-
ros/o _ _

  ' ` (and. Die Russen slehen nordlich und sudlich von Narwa,- in Estland
, und rucken von N orden au( Pskow vor.    '

_
'    _ ienn M oskau hat d ie N amen der zehn deutschen Divisionen

_ _ - ' ' vero ((entl icht,
d ie vor einer W oche im Kessel bei Kanjew ,-   -     e im Dnjeprbogen, eingeschlcssen und vernichtel w urden.

Es
      °  handelt sich um die 57

.
I
.

D
.

Standort 8od Reichenhall ; die
' '   ' ' ' , '  ' ' ; r 72

.
I
.

D
. aus dem Rheinland ; die 82

.
I
.

D
.

5tendort Frank-'
q

 
U M q'N '   °

,  ;    , j ur t a M
.;

d ie 88
.

I.
D

. aus Dayern: d ie. 112
.

I
.

D
.

Stendo rt
           

  N   ' U armstadt; d ie 167
.

I. D
. aus Sayem ; die 168

.
I. D

. aus ' '   '     '   ' ' A Schlesien; die 332. I
.

D. gleich(alls aus Schlesien; die 213. .,     .   "   _  ' ' ' %  Sicherungsdivision ; und die SS-Pz.
Div. cW iking   .

- - All d ieseDivisionen werenschon
am 3

.
Febr. von zw ei russischen

9       f Bomben in' 48 Stunden Armeen eingekeaselt. Deutsche
Kriegsge/angene berichten, dass
ihnen am5. Febr. ein personlicher

Am 20. und 21. F. brw r wurden . ui bski mp(. n & eunsehweip, f tannover und Be fe h l H itle rs v o rg e lese n w urde ,Dw h c hls nd me hr s ls 9 0 0 0 Tonnen Bom• Zk l. ns he der holll ndisehs n Grenze . e u m je d e n Pre is e us z u he lte n   .
Amb. n ab9t worfen. Di. Hauph npri fl sziete Von diesen r i. r Anq. t  . n k. hrten 133   7

.
Feb r . w a r d ie Sc hlac h t v o rb e i

.wer. n Flu  : w y abrlkM . ettiierr. K. mp  tvOzeu9e und Ji yer nicht D ie A nz a hl de r g efa lle ne n de u t-20 . F. bruer, 1 Uhr a or9ens   Di. IlA F zur  ck.
wirit 2300 Tonn. n t3on+ben . ui t.eip: ip, Am ?2 . Februer (aFrtan smw iksnische

sc hen O f(Iz ie re u nd M Bn nsc ha (te n

wo 38 v
. H. all. r .d. utsoM n Elndr: er K. mp(Pup: et  e von En9land aus wie•

be le uft sic h
, n ac h ne uesten A ng a - •

herpest. tR wurd. n. de rum AnpriQe au( f lupzw yw. rke in
b e r'., e u ( 55  

,
d ie d e r G e fDn -

20 . F. brw r, naehmitF.   s +2000 ame-
  nbur9, Oseh. rstsM n und H. Ib. rstadr.

9 ene n a u/ 18 D00
.

r  eniu ha ttampalu  : euyt wydF. rnii qt r
Am selben T. pe bomberdierh   on tl. lien Da s O KW h a t d ie Ein ke sse lu n g

tDhren einen An  riQeu} Flu  zw 9fsbrikM w a   r sli rksle Verband em. rikaniseM r e rst- n ach de m En de d er Sc h lach t
tn l. '+pziy, Goth. , Braunschw. t9, Bern-

K. mp(fl ° Ozw 9s , de r je vom SBden qep. n e r w 6 h n t.
A m 18

.
Fe b r . w u rd e m it-

burq und OseM rsl. bM .
ein t inzelna Zisi in D. utsehl. nd eln9. • g ete il l,

d eSSes c eine r-se ft W o c hen
setzt wurd. , di. Messarsch nilf Wsrkt a b g esc hn itten en ster ke n d e utsc hen21. F*6rusr, 4 Uhr morpeo.   Di. RAF i  Re9ent bul 9:

wtrl! 20 0 0 Tonneq ttomben aui Srultqarl,
Ka m p /g r up p e s g e lu n g e n se i

, s ic h
Am 23. Febru. r unlernehmen ameri A-etn Zenrrum der Flupzw Omoloren- und   nisch. K. mp{/{upxeupe . rn. ur ein. n

/re iz uk c7 m p (e n , m 2 2
.

Feb l .
in d e s -

tleste ndl. ii. -tnduWie. u hWK M Anori  vom s od« , h. r, dis -
  n me ld e te d a s _O KW

,
d a ss G e n e -

2 1. F. brw r, n. c hmiif. ps   2 0 0 0 . m. - met ,. ui dt. f tupzeue w. rk. ifn &. r r, in   {QI d e r Ar ti lle r ie Ste rn m e r ma n n i m
rikMisehe Kemprylupzt u  . undFernjl 9. r OberbsterrNeh.

l eu(e d ieserSchlecht den Tod (end
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        erte Landun 
bei

•
Starke Diviaionen der 6. Armee mit Fan.zern und schwerer Artilleri e stehen jetzt   w;.achen Dir und Rom. Die RKL im Sueden istutn  angen. Ob Du Dich nach Norden   derSueden wendest, Du hast den Feind vor Dir

.
und im Ruecken. Die Schlacht im S ueden wir t  zur KPSSelschlacht.Unter dem achutz schwerer hlottenein-Iteiten unc' :  r ueberlpgenen ailiierten Luft-waffn schliesst s;ch ein unerbittlicher Rin  . Miteinem Schlag ist Deine Lage eine verzweifeltage rorden. Jeder Versuch der Entgetzung oder  des Ausbrechens kann nur zu blutigen Verlu-sten fuehren, wie bei ` ta1;n  ,

.
Uie unmittelbare ,  ukunft bringt Dir, ein61uti  es, sinnloees Staling r  , oder ein grau•

_
sames Spiessrut  nlauf  n unter dem Ragel dQran  to-amerikanischen T'7ieger, oder eine geor i-ncte Uebergabe wze bei Tun  .
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. .SP CIAL'ACCO  i'TS,  t 9th Bombardment Squadron (M), 340th Bombardament Group ty)

.
P er i od : Ib rrt h oY I  b  u ary , 19  4

Prepared by S-2 personnel und ar the supervision oY lst. Lt. Jack L. Casper

St at i on : Pompei 7 / G, It al y

1  EY A'1 T'ACK

  i eYed t o des t roy t he Benedi ct i ne l bbey at Cas ai no ( see di.ary Yor 15 Feba u ar9 ) ,The Avengers Group in routine fashion carried out an unfortunate necessity o!  ar thathaa made  ro rl cb i ds headl i ne s . Tha (iermans had made t hi s abbey aa i ag:r egnabl e atrong-hol d whi ch our gr ound t or ces coul d m t cr ack . T  cns t he Ai r Corps  ra s cal l ed upon.Heavies and mediume  re r® used. The bombing  as deveatating in more thaa one sense oft he  ror d   d t he repercus s i ons were Yar -ze achi ng . The f ol l ot ri ng eoocerpt a i t̀ oa a dea-
pat ch i es ned i n  fashi r  t on appear ed i .n t he Febr naty 1? i s sae oY "The St ar s and St r i pea":

"Oondon3a g t he at t ack on t he Gernan-  el .d home of t he 8ene di ct i ne (bcder  rar ePr es i dent Roosevel t and Ar chbi ehop lti  chael J. t  irl ey , RQman Cat hol i c prel at a
ofB altimore and Washington . . .  The Gar ans evidsntly took advantage ot the
American attitude to rard such a monument and theq took possession of that place
3a order to carry out their nefarioue warfare , the Archbiehop said.n

In London the newspapers featured the bombir  as the day  e biggest etory. And froat he XII Bo  er Cor  and ca me t hi s meseage o! congrat ul at i one :

aC  round obs erver e  ri t ne s sfng at t ack on Nont e Cas s i n o t od  y unani m  u  q agr ee
that of all attacks, including four (! ) H-17 Groups, the m  iume stole the ahoR. Con-
gratulations to all concerned."
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S 'E  h1  w CCOt  li(?5   . .  g9t h ~$ ombarr dzne nt   ) , 3ltOt h Bombar dment Gr o 
.
  oni  4  ] A, -

1   nd 9Quadr on Combat Mi s s - on
SO RTIE REPO RT •

F'IRST ]di s s i on of t he Da4y
(Part A)

r

Sheet No. 1   O; rep. Ref. No. Date   5   '9 •
 

Squadron 489t h B, S.
- - - - -- - -- - -

1  Feb 19 
i - - -

Type of Aircraft 6   i.t chel l s ( a ?t h pl ane   9x ,
  Captainfl e  r wi t h a  d was i nt errogat ed;Aircraft No. by t ne ! $8t h Sqdn. ) Crew

Aircraft Letter `          X 

Time Up ) 1005 t  s.
- _- - 

.
Time Down ) 1130 hr s.

Aerodrome or L
.G. Poa  e i   I t al y .Total Time ) 1 hr . & 25 >m.n .

Type of Cloucl 11'ap or Chai t
Alnount of Cloud   I eference
Base of Cloud ' Cas s in o - 1 : 100   0 00

  Rome - 1 : 50c  , 0lXi
Visibility

C A V U  except on Bomb Run passed throughGeneral Weather c l oud pe rmi t t i Ag onl y !  s econds f or s i ght -
__ _

i ng of t ar get & maki ng
_

of c or re ct i ons . _  

Task or Dufy Bomb and Des t r oy Bene di c t i ne M4nas t ery , I t al y .

-- -- - - - - - - - - - -, -- - --- - - - -- - - ---Time Heig ht ' i' lare I Narrative
- I - - _ - - --

BOMBS - Carriec
 

: 23 x 1000
I x 000 - 1/10 sec nose & .025 sec tail fuses1 x 1 U00 - 6 hr . f l.is e
I ( 1 x 1000 - 12 hr . flxse

TI  E (N ER TARG"T : 11 00 hr s . . _ALTI TU,DE OV''  R AIZGET s 1 0   700   ( i ndi cat ed ) .SPEr  OVr  TAI    .T :- 21a.0 I AS ,  
RESULTS

  :I,
Axis of attack 255° with sharp right turn off target afterBomb Run i ndepende nt of Le adi ng Box . Sket c S>,y pat l  er n' st ar t i r  i mtne di at e l y ea s t of AbUey and pro c ee di .ng t hr ough

south edge of Abbey and term nating thereat. Direct hits werbali.eve
d to have been scored on ti e monastery. Upon approach

i ,
i i ng t he t ar ge t , a s l i g;a c l oud of y e l l owi s t  s moke ;rraa s een

ove r t i  e monas t ery and u; on l e av in g t    e t ar get t tle 4 88 t 1 fl i g =.it wa s obs e rv ed t o ha.v e l a i ,d a per f e c t pa t t ern on t he
structure.

  -OPPOSI T̀'ION E A/ C s None . '
; A A :  None on route out to target or over same. On route in a/a t as
I     seen coming from ATINA but was at laast s } .alf mile off on  range as formation avoided ATINA per briefing inetructions.
  ,

I   J9CK A. CASP1 
lst Lt, A r Cor s' !   JAC/ wf g As s 't S 

2 Of f i c e
r

.i

Di tribution - Normal.
' 

 

: ,
PART B {or  rrvcrse) to be cornplcted sccording to relevant pro-forma in H.Q, R..1.F. M.E. frlstrucfi on 34.

t 3  ,(i 11(? ', 1.5  O,OCOi4-42 p
.
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