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OUTLIME HISTOHY, LB9th Bombardment Squadrem (i}, 3LOth Bombardment Group (if).
Period: Month of February, 19hk.

Shﬂ.t ml 2.

at the enemy 2l times, making a total of 156 individual sorties. 163,080 lbs.
of bombs were dropped within the target area. On L of these squadron missions
the enemy was subjected to propoganda leaflets instead of bombs.

G. Str
287 Enligted Men and 53 Officers.

of period :
260 Enlisted Men and 67 Officers.

At end of period :

tﬁ?%%ﬁ junction at Marino, Italy, 2 Feb-

- g
or on
con-

ruary; road and R.R. intersections from FB81391 to F890380, 9 February; ensmy
centrations in vieinity of Campoleone, ITaly, 12 February; east choke point of
about I miles SE of Perugia, Italy, lh February; Benedictine Konastery, Ttely,
February; enemy concentrations in vicinity of Campoleone, Italy, 16 February.

I Iaam in Action
of Pompas. plane #463 9K erashed for some unknown resson. It had
hunnircling,niting £i1l in as a stand by plane. When it became evident that
it would not be needed in such capaeity, it started back and crashed shortly there-
after - this was on the 6th of February., The following men were killed: Lt. Cap-
son, Lt. Karvel, Sgt. Luczak, Sgt. PF.J. Miller, and Sgt. Wellington.

J. Former and Present Members Who Have Distﬁg%hed Themselves in Action
The Tollowing UIlicers and Enlisted men have been awarded the Furple Heart:
Dyer, Fred W, Capt. Parrish, Alexander H,
Schmidt, Raymond A. 1st ILt.
Demas, George (HNMI) 1st Lt.
Hutchinson, Charles A. Lt.

Major

Wright, Gerald K. T/sgt.
Culver, William R. S/Sgt.
Duncan, Leland E. Cpl.

Turley, Arthur J, 5/sgt.

In addition to the Air Medsl seven (7) Eronge Oak Leaf Clusters have been awarded
the following officers and enlisted men:

Hamilton, Jack M, Capt.
Eemp, George W. Jr. te

In addition to the Air Medal six (6) Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters have been awarded the
following officers:

Dyer, Fred W.
Samson, George E.

Capt.
1st Lt.

In addition to the Air Medsl five (5) Bronge Oak Leaf Clusters have been awarded
the following officers and enlisted man:

' Kaufmann, Leonard Jr. Capt.
Wolfe, Warren M. 1st Lt.
Demas, George (NMI) 1st Lt.
Stegink, Cerald A. F/O
0'Connell, Donald L. S/sgt.

In addition to the Air Medal four (k) Bronge Osk Leaf Clusters have been awarded

the following officers:

Parrish, Alexander H. Major

Gaughan, James Fe 1st Lt.
» Raymond A. 1st Lt.

Weaver, Claude H, 2nd Lt.

In addition to the Air Medal three (3) Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters have been awarded
the following officer and enlisted men:

Taylor, Louis L. 1st Lt.
&hn, Glenn E. T/Sgto
Johnson, Minot M. T/Sgts
Foviler; J. W. 5/sgt.
Turpin, Joe P. 5/5gt.
MeIntosh, Cleo A. 8/Sgt.s
Salisbury, Ray We 8/sgt.
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‘489th Bombardment Squadron (M) Station _ Fompei L/G; Ttaly.
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Prepared by §-2 personnel under the supervision of 1st Lt. Jack A, Casper -

Mkol
Month of February IS4k

DAY EVENTS

1 - Nervous tension invariably is built up just prior to a missions It is not opendy
evident, but it can nevertheless be semsed. Early this morning the boys prepered them-
gelveg for f , but they were destined not to get into the air. The weather closed
in over the fi and at 1200 hours a stand-down was declared.

Today was pay day. By early evening a number of card and crap games were in full
gwing and by midnight there had been a very considerable exchange of money. One "char-
acter" came out om top with §1300,

Capt Fields who has been adjutant of the squadron since its early days is no long-

er associated with us. He has gone to Group Headquarters where he will serve as Group

Adjutant. Taking Capt. Fields place is Lt. Nickerson, who will also have charge of
mess. Lt. Cutler now has charge of supply and transportation.

2 - A road junction at Marino, Italy, was the target for today. Our bombardiers laid
a good pattern commencing in the SW part of town and extending right through it. The
road running into town was well covered with bombs. The flak was intense and accurate,
holing four planes. Flane 105 9J, piloted by Lt. Fields with Lts Mair abt the co-pi-
lot's comtrols, had its hydrauwlic system damaged. When it came time to land, it was
necessary to crank the wheels down. This they did, but they were unable to lock them
into place. S/Sgt. F. A. Vaudry, engineer-gunner, poured hydraulic fluid into the
system, thereby causing the locks to go into place. It was fortunate for everyone in
the plane that an engineer was abroad, for only an engineer would have known what to
do to lock the wheels.

For dinner we had delicious fresh ham. Quite often lately we have had meals that
could be correctly classified as good.

3 = Weather again was responsible for keeping our planes groundeds The crews were
hr:l.eclu:;d to bomb Orte, Itgly, but before they got to the planes, a stand-down was de-

Tt has boen weeks since we have had mail in any real uantity. On January 30 our
APO was changed to 650. This is the 5th time it h,s changed within the past year. 14
suspect that the reason for the poor mail service s in the fact that the ships and
planes wiich ordinarily transport it to us have been sequestered for the forthcoming
invasion.

About the invasion. The radio, the press, and everyone is speculating as to when
it will occur. It is virtually assumed that it will come from across the English Chan -
nel. Feeling is mounting because it is suspected that it will come sometime next month.

Ly - This evening the "Barber of Seville" was presented in Naples and a number of men
from this squadron attended.

Station Hospital No. 262 was the rendezvous point for an Officers' Dance. From
all indications those who were there enjoyed themselves immensely.

Here are the headlines appearing in today's Stars and §trn;§£§_a "Ten German Divis-
ions Trapped in the Ukraine"; "Street FPighting Rages in Cass W; wj,S, Forces Seize
Two Strongholds in the Marshalls"; fSofia Lies in Ruin"; "1.100 U.S. Flanes Bomb Nazi
Port" ( Wilhemshaven ); "Liberators Smash Nagi Rail Lines'.

5 - Although that it appeared that the weather would prevent our flying a mission to-
day, twelve of our planes took off and succeeded in bomb-plastering the marshialling

at Terni, Italy. We interrogated the crews at Croup §-2, where three Red Cross
girls who have been assigned to the CGroup served the flyers and S-2 personnel hot cof-

fee and doughrmts.
our Operations Officer was ordered to send to the 12th Bombardment Group (M)

one pilot or co-pilot with a low mumber of missions. There were three men who were in
this catagory. Cards were drawn. The unlucky (?) man was 2nd Lt, Erbland. I use the
term ™unlucky" because it is rumored that the 12th Group will be sent to India or some
other place in that part of the worlds The 12th is now incperative and very shortly
will be on its way. Maybe we shall follow them. Time will tell.

6 - Today was one of those days which all of us would like to forget. A imagic ac-
cidemt killed five of our men. We furnished three stand-by ships and cress for the
three other squadrons. As is customary, tiese planes tock off and circled wiile the
formation was being made up, Not baving to fill im, our three planes started back.
Near the Ruins of Pompei e 463 9K, piloted by Lt. Wiltshire, with Lt. Capson as
co-pilot, Lt. Karvel, bombardier, Sgt. luczak, radio operator, Sgt. P. J. Miller, tur-
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DAY EVENTS

ret gumer, and Sgt. Wellington, tail gunner, crashed. Witnesses revealed that the
plane went into a dive and as it fell earthward, a wing came off. Shortly after it
crashed, the L x 1000 pound bombs exploded. Lt. Wiltshire miraculously survived -
how is not yet known - and will recover from the injuries he sustained. All the oth-
er crew members were instantly killed.

Fate worked in Sgt. Schmidt's favor and against Sgt. Wellington. The former had
been originally scheduled but at the last mimite was replaced by the latter.

Our 133rd squadron combat mission was a mickelling mission over Atina, Ttaly.

7 = Two missions were run today, both in the Rome area. e morning mission was ov-
er Cisterna, Italy, key to the Appian Way and Rome. The and the town were hit
squarely and heavily. Our men are confident that this was one of the most successful
missions we have run, The afternoon mission carried our plancs to Viterbo, Italy,
where they were to hit the north choke point of the south M/Y, This time they did

not do so well, although they did hit a section of the tracks and the southeast part of
town. On the way back from the target, our formation ran into some enmemy ME 109's

and "W 190's. They did not attack.

8 - We were out in force over Cisternma again. This mission today was every bit as
successful as yesterday's mission over the same target.

A few more combat crew members were transferred to this squadron from the 12th
Group. Where that Group is going is still a matter of pure speculation. Since it has
been overseas longer than we have, where it goes will give us some indication of where
we are likely to go eventually - either to another theatre or back to the States. Thus
we await anxiously word of their disposition.

9 - Appearing in the February 8th issue of the Stars and Stripes, daily newspaper of
the U.S. Armed Forces for troops in Italy, are Two interesting news items, which I
make note of now in order later to see how the predictions contained therein work out.

One item stated that an Ailied victory in Burope this year was predicted last
week by a panal of four military experts speaking on one program, with the consensus
being that the Germans would collapse within three to six months after the Allies in=-
vade the west. The experts held no quick prospects for the war in the Far “ast.

The other item stated that American Army troops overseas will become scldier-stu-
dents within L8 hours after hostilities end in Europe under tentative plans already
drawn up by Army officials. Study and training to prepare soldiers for the return
to peacetime jobs will help span the period between the armistice and demobilization.

- Qur squadron was stood down all day. It had been intended that we fly a mission
in the afternoon, but late in the morming inclement weather necessitated the declara-
2.9:1 of a stand-down. As a result of this status, Operations = 5-2 has been virtually
serted.
Decorations were awarded this morning by Col. Jones to a mumber of our men ( See
"Photographs" and "Outline History" ). The ceremony was colorful and impressive even
though it was necessarily simple.

11 - Again a steady downpour of rain kept our planes grounded.

12 = At 1153 hours our bombardiers toggled out 46,000 pounds of concentrated destruc-
tion in the vieinity of Campoleone, Italy. Battling their way through a veritable
barrage of flak, our airmen struck a telling blow at the enemy whose position is stead-
ily worsening. This mission was intended to give close support to Allied troops in
the Anzio beachhead area, where a ring of steel is inexorably closing arcund desper—
ately fighting Jerry precariously situated between the main 5th Army Front and this
new front just south of Rome. Col. Jones telephoned congratulations to Mgjor Parrish
for the excellent results obtained in this 138th squadron combat mission.

13 - Its top completely screened from view by low-hung clouds, Mt. Vesuvius appeared
this morning in a garb of snow reaching from the lower slopes to where it imperceptive-
1y merged with the white cloud cover. The Lattar Mountains which rise out of the sea
at Sorrento were equally beautiful in their winter dress. At frequent intervals dur-
ing the entire day, our Mitchells, A-20 Bostons and B-26 Marauders droned gracefully
through the cold skies like birds. Momentarily forgetting that these were ter-
rible instruments of de ion, one seemed to feel that they were a part of all this
Today we struck at the enemy not with bombs but rather with a weapon more subtle
and just as explosive. Three of our planes rained down upon him 600,000 leaflets ex-
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horting him to give up rather than prolong what is rapidly becoging a hopeless situ-
ation.

More decorations were awarded, this time to men who were unable to attend the
first ceremony. .

1l = The M/Y at Perugia, Italy, was the terget for today. Capt. Hamilton, flying his
60th mission, led the Group over this dangerous target.

We eagerly await the passage of each day. Time seems to be skidding by at a
very rapid pace, but it cannot pass too quickly to suit us. Some day in the distant
future when our youth and war time days will be things of the past, we shall be wish-
ing that we could slow up the inexorable scythe of time. In one sense {ime right now
is running in our favor, for it is bringing us closer to that inevitable day when we
can lock at all of this in retrospect.

The anticipation of big things to come on the international scene continues to
be very engrossing. Because we are so vitally affected by what happens all over the
world, all of us are following the ever-changing world drama with great personal in-
terest, From day to day we await new developments, following closely the slow but
certain defeat of Germsny and her mominal ally, Japan. What can be more interesting
than history in the making?

15 = Today marks the completion of one year in the overseas service. At approximate-
1y 1730 hours a year ago today the U.5.5. Westpoint steamed out of San Francisco's
Golden Gate headed for a destination tnat was to remain unknown to us for many days
to come, Standing «t the stem of this once palatial luxury liner, scores of us si-
lently watched the gray skyline of San Francisco recede into the distance. Twlight
changed to darkness and many of us still stood there alone with our thoughts. We
pondered our fate as we sliped away from this land of ours, wiich even then was tak-
ing on a new meaning for us. One year has passed by. Much has happened te us within
that period of time. As we begin another year overseas, we are prone to speculate
hoaboumtfthe ethereal future just as we did that momentous day a year ago. TWhat does it
or us?

16 - An army reguk tion requires that at pericdic intervals a sex lecture be given
to gll enlisted men. Even in the combat zone this requirement is fulfilled. Today
Chaplain Cooper gave a shortitalk sbout sex morality, after which was shown a moving
picture depicting the grave dangers of illicit intercourse. ALl of this advice is
timely in view of the amazing ease with which a woman may be accuireds They infest
not only the surrounding towns and villages but even the camp area itself.

Enemy concentrations in the vieinity of Campoleone, Italy, constituted the tar-
get for today. Exceedingly bad weather caused this squadron to miss the area intend-
ed to have been bombed. Major Garske, flying with the L88th Squadron,went down in
flames over the target area, his plane having been hit and knocked out of control. He
was associated with Group Operations in the capacity of Assistant Operations Officer.

It is now Major Ksufmann and Major Fields.

17 - The Allies struck Berlin the mightiest air blow in history last might as 1,000
British aircraft unleashed well over 2,500 tons of high explosives and incendiaries
in a 20-mimite raid on the Nazi capitol. This was the 15th major assault sinc. the
WBattle of Berlin" began last November.

Our efforts were directed against an important supply dump and MT concentration
in the Anzio area.

18 - Today was umisually uneventful. The mission was abortive because of bad weather
over the target area.

Writing letters is a really difficult task. Censorship regulations are very
rigid - of necessity - and consequently one's style is cramped considerably. Sitting
down to write our daily letters sometimes - often - is a real ordeal, That will be a
happy day wihen it will not be necessary to correspond.

19 - Twice today we struck heavy blows at the enemy in the Anzio beach head area, giv-
ing close support to our forces fignting fierce German counter-attacks. The 3Zlst
Bombardment Group (M) preceded us over the target. They ran into difficulties and
lost a total of eight planes either from flak or fighters.

This afternoon radio-gunners and 5-2 personnel attended the first of a series of
lectures dealing with airplane identification. It is ortant thet those who fly be
thoron indoctrinated in tie identification of frien and enemy aircraft.

The are piling up missions fast. As the weatier improves and the days be-
SEGE]
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come lo , we are flying more often. The enemy is fighting a losing fight in this
theatre iand elsewhere, too), but he is fighting well and with great vigor. He is a
master at defensive warfare as well as at offensive fighting. But he is not quite
as good as we are.

20 - Two missions again today in the Anzio beachhead area. The morning mission was
probably successful but the afternoon mission was a complete failure because of bad
weather which prevented the bombardiers from dropying any bombs.

For about the past month we have been fed better than ususl =~ on the basis of
our former standards. As a result there are very few complaints about food.

The other day two more men left for the States; namely, Lt. Schmidt and F/0
Stegink, both having completed 51 combat missions.

Lt. Casper left for Africa to attend a specialized cuvurse in airplane idemtifi-
cation.

21 - Stand-down. :

Last night Verdi's "Aida" was presented in Nayles as a regular Special Services
feature. About thirty men from the Group helped make up a capacity audience. For
four short hours war-weary scldiers thousands of miles from home were able to project
themselves ocut of the present and into a realm of fantasy. >

22 - During the morning our planes were over the M/Y at Foligno and in the aftermoon
we dropped leaflets over Atina and Fontecorvo.

Prime Minister Churchill in an hour and a quarter speech to the House of Commons
gave a concise review of the war up to the yresent time. He said that he would give
no assurances that vietory in Buroue would or would not be ours this year, but that
it may not be far away.

For the first time great fleets of American bombers based in Italy and in Britain
launched a ‘co-ordinated attack on important German targets. For the past four days
the Allied aerial bumbardment has been the greaztest yet. Churchill promised in his
speech that the bombing of Germany will be even greater and more terrible in the months
to come.

Capt. Dyer has gone to Group Operations to take the late Major Gemske's place as
Assistant Operations Officer.

23 - The weather kept our planes on the ground all day. A mission had been scheduled
but the crews were called back just before they were briefed. ;

Rumors are still running rampgnt. The latese rumer, backed yp by the customary
ufacts®, is that we shall eventually be moved to England. Actually the only certain
thing is that sometime we shzll move. _

2l, - Our target tuday was a secret landing ground in the Rome area. From all indica-
tions the mission wgs a successful onee

More new combat crew members were assigned to the scuadron. They are fresh from
the States.

For dinner we had fresh pork chops along with fresh tutter. This was a real treat
for us. Complaints about the food we are fed are practically non-existent now. Of
course, the meals are nothing to enthuse about, but compared with what we were getting
for some ten or eleven months, they are not bad. And if we do not get emough to eat
at the mess hall, we can always buy nuts or fruit, which are still very plentiful.

25 - Stand-down because of bad flying weather.

26 - Another day of combat inactivity due to inclement weather. For approximately
twenty-four hours steady it has rained.

27 - All day rain bas fallen in torrents. Rainy days such as this one cause us to re-
alize how fortunate we are to be living and working in tuildings. Soon we shall have
been here for two months. Even if we do not remain much longer than that, we shall
have had some respite from the more primitive life to which we have become used to since
arriving overseas more than a year ago.

Today Lt. Ziegler, squadron censor, left for Algiers where he will assume new du-
ties with another vutfit.

28 - Three planes of tnis squadron flew a nickelling mission in the Angio area, dropp-
ing a total of 1,160,000 leaflets which were intended to inform the German soldiers of

certain military and political facts about which they might not be aware.
774 @EIH”ET
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Im 5. Kriegsjahre [ragen sich viele un.._anru Soldaten in ltalien : Kann die Niederlage Deutschlands noch vermieden
werden? Die Antwort auf diese Frage gibt das OKW in «Wehrbetreuungsvoriragen». Sie sollen den deutschen
Soldaten davon n_uoquo.._mo_._. dass Deutschland — allem Anschein zum Trolz — immer noch Siegesaussichten hal
Es folgen einige der Behauplungen, die mo:-un_.u Soldaten in diesen Vortrégen horen, - und die wahren Talsachen.

1. ¢« Der Rickzug des Ostheeres nach _u&n:\::m ins Bal-
tikum war qeplant: die Russen sollen in eine -Falle gelock!

~ und vernichtet werden.... » -
 TATSACHE IST, dass das Ostheer in biutigen Kémpfen auf einer

2000 km langen Front sus der Kornkammer der Ukraine und fast
allen Gbrigen russischen Gebieten veririeben worden isl. Anfang
Februar dieses Jahres sind 17 deutsche Divisionen im Dnjeprbogen
in einer Reihe von Kesselschlachien zwischen Kiew und Nikepol
vernichtel worden- eineWiederholung der Katasirophe von Stalingrad.

2. « Die Russen pfeifen suf dem letzlen Loch .. sie hsben

kolossale Verluste erlitien. »

© TATSACHE .u._.. dass Russlands Millionenheere !.- jetzt totsl mo-

bilisier] sind. Die russische Krieg[Ghrung und die russische Panzer,
Flugzeuge und Kancnen sind seil dem Sommer 1941 um ein Viel-
{sches besser geworden. England und Amerika liefern [origesetzi
Tausende von Flugzeugen und Panzern an Russland.

3. ¢ Ds.or die anglo-amerikanischen Terrorangriffe wird nur
die Z ?__wmcoFmE:m getraffen, die deutsche R:mnuna%rzo:
aber nicht merkbar beeinflusst.»

TATSACHE IST, dass nach Schiizung des englischen R..g-.
schaftsministeriums die deulsche Kriegsproduktion infolge der alliier-
ten Luftangriffe suf Essen, Kaln, Disseldorf, Hanpover, Berlin und
andere Stidie schonEnde 1943 um mehr als 25v.H. zurlickgegangen
war. Seil Anfang 1944 sind Ausmass und Wucht der alliierien
Luftoffensive in sténdigem Anwechsen begriffen. A

4, « Wir haben viele neve Fabriken, die die anglo-smeri-
kanischen Flieger niemals auffinden werden.»

TATSACHE IST, dass man einige Fabriken zllerdings verlegen kann.
Aber jeder erfahrene Indusiriearbeiler weiss, dass Hafen, Werften,
Rangierbahnhdfe, Hochéfen, Bergwerke und dergleichen Anlagen
nicht verpflanzt werden kdnnen. Von im Walda verstecklen Febriken
sus kann men keinen Welltkrieg [Uhren.

M . . _
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TRANSLATION OF GERMAN LEAFLET No. GN 24

“POLITIGAL INSTRUCTION"-or rme eacrs:

T i e S T e R T S T X

“In_the fiith War-Year many German soldiers fighting in Haly ask themselves whether Germany — allacked

from East, South and West — can slill avoid defeat.

Henee the «Political Instruction» lectures, designed to persuade the German soldier that despite all appear-
anees Germany still has a chance of vietory, Here are some of the statements German soldiers hear atb «Politi-

cal Instruction»—and the facts.

1. «The reireat of the Ostheer into the Baltic States and Poland
is a plan to irap the Russians and destroy them..»

THE TFTACTSE: In one cosily batile after another the Ostheer

. has been driven from the Ukrainian granary and almost all

the rest of Russia. Tha latest mews ot this year is that 15
German divisions have been encircled and destroyed in a
second « Stalingrad » inside the Dnieper bend.

92 «The Russians are at their last nﬁuu their losses have buen
colossal.s

THE FACTS: Russia’s armies, millions strong, are only now

*  fully mobilised. Russian tanks and planes and guns, as well as

Russian factics, have improved out of recognition since 1841

*, Britain and America continue to send thousands of planes

r |

and tanks to Russia.

3. «The Anglo-American air attacks are aimed Eme&n.&ﬁu

ians.. they can’t noticeably affect German war production.s

THE FACTS: According to estimates of the British Ministry

of Economic Warfare, Anglo - American sir aliacks on Essen,
Cologne, Duesseldorf, Hannover, Berlin, ete., had already
lowered German war produciion by more than 25 percent at
the end of 1943, Since then. the Anglo - American air
offensive has been increased in weight and extent.

4. «Many brand-new German war jactories are hidden where
the Allied Air Forces will mever find them..s

THE FACTN: Some factories can be moved, but every
experienced industrial worker knows: ports, docks, railway

‘ yards, blast furnaces, coal mines, ele, cannot be shifted. Ne
world war can be waged from factories hidden in forests.
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DIE TRAGODIE
DER DEUTSCHEN
8. ARMEE

Die Vorgange, die im
Februar 1944 zur Kalastrophe im
_Kanjew-Kessel fihrlen

CHON Anfang dieses Jahres bafand sich v.
+ Manstains Heerssgruppe Sid im Dnjeprbogen
in einer Busserst schwisrigen Lage.
Dis Russen haMen im Innern des Dnjeprbogens an
zwei Stellen minen tiefen Einbruch erzielr, — stdlich
Dniepropetrowsk und sidlich Tscherkassy. Ausserdem
hatten sie, hunderle von Kilometern wailer wastlich,
die polnische Grenze von 1939 Gberschrilten und

I

]

Die Lage em 3. Januar 1944

in sinem welleran Vorsioss ildwestlich Kiew Ber-

Drogped Ow §Th Aymy Frownc
2% FEb Y4

ditschew und Bielsjs Zerkow erobert, zwei grosse -

Feslungen an den Hauplverbindungslinien der Heeres: .

gruppe Sid, -

Zwei der deutschen Armeen innerhalb des Dnjepr.
bogens waren besonders gefBhrdel: Die 6. Armae,
die Mikopol und einan Brickenkop| am Dnjepr ge-
genUber der Stedt hielt, war im Ritken durch die
von Dnjepropelrowsk nach Slden vorstossenden
Russen bedroht, Der 8. Armee westlich Tscherkassy
drohte die Gafahr der Einkesselung.

« POLITISCHE RUCKSICHTEN »

Rein militirische ErwBgungen geboten einen Rickzug
nach dem Bug. Hitler und das OKW liessen aber
andere Ricksichlen wallen.

Erstens : Den Reichtum des Dnjeprbogens, — die |

Mangangruben von Nikopol, das Eisen von Kriwoi
Rog, und die Kornkammer der Ukraine, — hale
Hiller mit dem Leben hunderitausender deulscher
Soldaten bezahlt, Ein Aufgeben dieses Gebicles
hdtte sinern gewalligen Prastigeverius! bedeutel.

Zweitens : Der deulsche Rickzug zum Bug héhe
Panik in RumBinien und Bulgarien hervorgerufen,

Hitler und des OKW gaben den Befehl, cum jeden
Preis» suszuhallen,

DAS ERGEENIS

war vorsuszusehen. Am 8. Januar brachen weil
Uberlegene russische Sireitkrifra nach Kirowe durch.
Nordwestlich Kirowo wurden 5 Divisionen der
deutschen B. Armee in einer Vernichtungsschiacht
aufgerieben. Am 3, Februar stiessen zwei russische
Armeen gleichzeilig von Osten und Westen im Ricken
der B. Armee vor und schiossen den Ring um 10
Divisienen, die bei Kanjew noch caushieilen».

i

L
i

|

Die Lage am 3 rebrusr 1944

5. Februar wiederholte Hiller seinen Befehl, die bei
Kanjew eingekessellen 10 Divisionen solltan sum
jeden Preis sushslten», Er gab seln persdnliches
Versprechen, dass sie bafrelt wirden. In der Tat
war[ Generasifeldmarschall v. Manstein starke Panzer-
und Infenlerieverbinde gegen den Ring der russi-
schen Armeen. Sie kamen indes nirgends nahe an
die dem Untergang gewelhlen deulschen Divi-
sionan heran.

DAS SCHICKSAL DER B. ARMEE

Am 12, Februar verloren diesa Divisionen die Stedt
Korsun, ihren laizlen Stitzpunkt und [hr leizles
Versorgungszentrum, Am 17, Februsr wer die
Schlacht um den Konjew-Kessal beendetl. Uber

55000 deutsche Offiziers und Msnnschaftan flelen

in dieser Schlacht, mehr als 18 000 wurden gefengen
Der Grossteil der B, Armee bestand

Zur salben Zeit drangen zwel weilere russische
Armeen von Qaten und Westen her auf Nikopol vor.
Am 10 Februar fielen Stadt und Briickenkopf Nikopol,

Jelzt war die B. Armee wieder an der Reihe. Am

9
nicht mehr.

So muss es jedem Heere srgehen, das von einem
Politiker und nicht von einem Soldsten befehligl wird.
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Ovopped ow srio QTmy—F\’m{u
L8 Feb 4y .

FRONTPOST

WOCHENBLATT FUR DEL;TSCH‘E SOLDATEN

Nr. 17 24. Februar 1944

KRIWOI ROG, CHOLM UND
STARAJA RUSSA GEFALLEN

Am 23. Febr. meldete des OKW die RSumung der
grossen Indusiriestadl Kriwoi Rog im Dnjeprbogen:
- In den Bergwerken von Kriwoi Rog werden [dhrlich
15 bis 20 Millionen Tonnen Eisenerz gefordert. Der Ver-

fitahsk = - lust dieser Gruben — zusammen mit dem Awusfall der
i ""'ﬁﬂ(‘f’ i Mange ruben in Nikopol, vor zwei Wochen — wurde
s RO vom britischen Kriegswirtschafisministerium als ein «&us-

i serst schwerer Schlag [ir die deulsche K maschines
/ bazeichnel. f r L

Im Nordabschnitl der Oslfronl wurden, wie das OKW
meldel, zwsi weitere deutsche Stitzpunkle mé eben: am
18. Febr. Staraja Russa, und, vier Tage darauf, mm. Am 23.
Febr. berichlete Moskau, dass die Rote Armee sich in den
Aussenbezirken des wichligen Bahnknatenpunkies Dno be-
fand. Die Russén siehen ndrdlich und sidlich von Narwa,
in Esland, und riicken von Norden au| Pskew vor.

Moskesu hal die Nemen der zehn deulschen Divisionen |
verdffentlichl, die vor einer Woche im Kessel bei Kanjew,
m Dn}eprbogen, ein%gs:hlmsen und vernichtel wurden, s
handell sich um die 57. |. D. Standort Bad Reichenhall; die
72. 1. D. aus dem Rheinland; die 82. |. D. Standort Frank-
furt a M.; die 88, |. D. aus Bayern; die. 112. I. D. Standort
Darmstadt; die 167. L. D, aus Bayern: die 168. |. D. aus
Schlesien; die 332 |. D. gleichfalls aus Schlesien; die 213.
Sicherungsdivision; und die 55-Pz. Div. «Wiking».

Alldiese Divisionen waren schon
9000t Bomben in 48 Stunden

em 3. Febr. von zwei russischen
Am 20, und 21. Februar wurden auf

Armeen eingekesselt. Deutsche
Deutschland mehr als 9000 Tonnen Bom.

bekimpfen Braunschweig, Hannover und
Zisle nahe der hollindischen Grenze.

Kriegsgelangene berichten, dass
ihnen am 5. Febr. ein personlicher
ben abgeworfén, Die Hauplengriffsziele
waren Flugreuglabriken.

Befehl Hitlers vorgelesen wurde,
20, Februar, 4 Uhr morgens : Die RAF

wirft 2300 Tonnon Bomben auf Leipalg,
wo 3B v, H. sller deulschen Einsitzer
hergestellt wurden.

20, Februar, nachmittags : 2(:0'0 ame-

Kampiflugzeuge und Fernjiger
[ihren einen Angriff auf Flugzeugtabriken
in Leipzig, Goths, Braunschweig, Bern-
burg und Oscherslaben.
21. Februsr, 4 Uhr morgens : Dis RAF
‘wirft 2000 Tonnen Bomben auf Stuhgan,
ein Zentrum der Flugzeugmoloren- und
Bastandieile-Induuirie,
' 21. Februar, nachmittags: 2000 ame-
rikanische Kampfflugzeuge und Fernjiger

¢ O / e, e

£ -

Yon diesen vier Angriffen kehrten 133
alliterte Kampfflugzeuge und Jiger nicht
zuriick.

Am 22, Februar [ rien smarikanische

von England asus wie-
derum Angriffe suf Flugzeugwarke in
Bernburg, Oschersieben und Halberstadl.
Am selben Tage bombardierte von ltalien
aus der starkste Verband amarikanischer
Kampfflugzeuge, der je vom Siden gegen
#in einzelnes Ziel in Deulschland einge-
selzt wurde, die Messerschmilt Werke
in Regensburg,

Am 23. Februar unternghmen ameri-
kanische Kesmplflugzeuge erneul einsn

1 f vom Soden her, dies-

schweren Angri
mal aul die Flugzeugwerke in Steyr, in -

QbaerBsterreich

sum jeden Preis auszuhaltens. Am
17. Febr. war die Schlacht vorbei.
Die Anzahl der gefallenen deul-
schen Offiziere und Mannschaften
belduft sich, nach neuesten Anga-
ber, suf 55000, die der Gefan-
genen auf 18000. :

Das OKW hat die Einkesselung
ersli-nach dem Ende der Schiach
erwshnt. Am 18, Febr. wurde mil-
geteill, dass es ceiner-seit Wochen
abigeschniltenen starken deulschen
KnmpLgruppe) lungen sei, sich
freizukampfen. Am 22, Febr. indes-
sen meldete das OKW, dass Gene-
8l der Artillerie Stemmermann im
laufe dieser Schlacht den Tod fand.
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- _KRIVOI ROG, CHOLM,
STARAYA RUSSA TAKEN

On February 23rd the OKW reported the evac-
Lation of the great industrial ¢ity of Krivoi Rog, in®
the Dnicpe~ bend, . : ‘

The wron mines of Krivoi Rog produce from 15 .
to 20 million tons of irgn ore vearly. 1he loss of
these munies, and of the manganese manes of Nikopol
a fortuight ago, has been described by the Brinsh

5 Mamisiry of Economic Warfare as a «najor blow to
insk" X Nt the German war-machines.

On the northern part of the Eastern Front, the
OKW has announced the evacuation of two further
Ereal German sirongholds. Staraya Russa, on tne
18th, and Choim on the Zind. On the 23rd Moscow

peF sk
Wilpa ¥

are advancng rrom norton and ropwy east pon FsKov
Moseow has published the names of the ten di-
visions of the German §in ATy that were encircled
and anniliiated a week 2go in Une esablts Nesr Kans
eV, in tne Dnieper bend. (ivames §iVen in German
text.) I
These divisions were first encircled by two Rus-
sian armies on February ard.  Prisoners of war re-
port that on February Sth they had read to them a
awrect erder trom Hider to shoig at any costs, oy
February 17th the battie ‘was
over, Aceording to the latest
" i Ligures, 95,000 German officers
8000 Tons of Bombs on Germany in 48 Hours| eves ow kuiled and 16,000
. On February 20th and Rist, move  Feb. Sist, afternoon: 2000 Amers. | Captured,
than 9000 h

tons of bombs were €an heavy hombers and fightors nt- anti
dropped. on Germany, Main IAT- taeicad afrcraft factories jn s~ Thg OKW made no mention

ntsbwu;m aireraft uctorflen. gaw Tick and near tha Duteh frontier. Eftu“‘ encirclement until the
Feb, h, 4 am.: . The also targets in Hannover, attle was over, hen, on tie

dropped” 2,3000 tons of bombs on  From all these four sttacks, 183 18th, “as mve.l‘ely'l‘ uneed

Leipzig. This city produces 33 per Agr:d aireraft did not return er anug

fent of Germany's single-seater % Febuary — 2and ~ American | that «a strong German com-

fighters. ombers from England again at- bat'group which had been ecut

Fey. 20th, affernoon: 2000 Ameti tacked alrcrafi factories in Bern. . S -,

- san  heavs boribers and fightors bypg, Oschersienen | and t | off for weeks, fought its way

iattacked aireraft factories in Leis- siadl. On the samie day American throughs. ‘On Febmary‘ 220d,
zlg, Gotha, Brunswick, Bernburs bomibers from laly, with. fighter however, the OEW reporied
and Oschersieben, cacorl, attacked the Messerschmitt th An;lll d &

© Feb. 215t, 4 am.; The RAT divp= factory in Regensburg, This was at ery General Stem-
. ped 3000 tons of bonibs on Stutt- the strongest air formation that hac mermann had been killed in
. gort, 9r1:;1‘cunn eentra lor altaaft ever yet attacked a singlp farget :

the soutk,

777 SEGRET
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SPECIAL ACCOUNTS, LuSth Bombardment Squadron (M), 340th Bombardment Group (i)
Period: Momth of February, 19kl
Prepared by S-2 personnel under the supervision of lst. Lt. Jack A. Casper
Station: Pompei L/G, Ttaly .

ABBEY ATTACK

Briefed to destroy the Bemedictine Abbey at Cassino ( see diary for 15 February ),
The Avengers Group in routine fashion earried ocut an unfortunate necessity of war that
has made worldwide headlines. The Cermans had made this abbey an impregnable strong-
hold which our ground forces could not crack. Thms the Air Corps was called upon, ;
Heavies and mediums were used. The bombing was devestat in more than one sense of Gy
the word and the repercussions were far-reaching. The following excerpts from a des-
patch issued in Washington appeared in the February 17 issue of "The Stars and Stripes™:

"Condoning the attack on the German-held home of the Benedictine Order were
President Roosevelt and Archbishop Michsel J. Curley, Roman Catholic prelate
of Baltimore and Washington . . . 'The Germans evidently took advantage of the
American attitude toward such a monument and they took possession of that place
in order to carry out their nefarious warfare', the Archbishop said.m

In London the newspapers featured the bombing as the day's biggest story. And from
the XII Bomber Command came this message of congratulations:

"Ground observers witnessing attack on Monte Cassino today unanimously agree
that of all attacks, including four (L) B-17 Groups, the mediums stole the show. Con—
gratulations to all concerned,"

77 il swg
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e A EAREY SDEL UL Uy
sbmng{GGWR'gss-hB%h"BGMdmnt Wi 1), 3Loth Bombardment GTORPA. (Mform 441 A, *

RS 5 5 ; SORTIE REPORT -
.lsnd Squadron Combat Mission (Part A)

FIRST Mission of ithe Day

115 hrs. 3 7
Sheet No. 1 [ Oprep. Ref. No. ‘ Date 15 Peb 19l _5qu§dron L6gth B,S.
|

Type of Aircraft 6 Mitchells ( a 7th plane, 9X, | Captain
flew with and was interrogated
Aircraft No. by the 4BBth Sqdn. ) Crew

Aircraft Letter }S_'b Flight, .@.E_d E“_"S'

TimeUp ) 1005 hrs. _
Time Down ) 1130 hrs.
Total Time ) 1 hre & 25 min.

- e el AT * 14

Acrodrome or L.G. Pompei, Italy.

Type of Cloud Map or Chart

Amount of Cloud : Reference

: Cassino - 1:100,000 .-
Base of Cloud Rome = 1:500,000
Visibility

C A VU, except on Bomb Run passed through
General Weather  cloud permitting only l seconds for sight-
g _ing of target & making of corrections. |

Task or Duty Bomb and Destroy Benedictine Monastery, Italy.

Time Height | Place " Narrative

BOKES |= Gerriel 23 x 1000
x 1000 ~ 1/10 sec nose & ,025 sec tail fuses
1 x 1000 - & hr., fuse

( 1x 1000 -12 hre fuse

TIME OVER TARGH

:| 1100 hrs.
ALTITUDE OVER TARGET | 10,700" ( indicated ).
SPEED OVER TARGET + 240 IaS.
RESULTS +| Axis of attack 255° with sharp right turn off target after

Bomb Run independent of Leading Box. Sketeliy pattern

' starting immediately east of Abbey and proceeding through
south edge of Abbey and terminating thereat. Direct hits
believed to have been scored on the monsstery. Upon approach-
ing the target, a slight cloud of yellowish smoke was seen
over the monastery and upon leaving tie target the 488th
fligit was observed to have laid a perifect pattern on the
struecture,

OFPOSITION E A/C 3| None,

[ A/A & | Nome on route out to target or over same. On route in a/a was
| seen coming from ATINA but was at least a half mile off on
range as formation avoided ATINA per briefing instructions.

| JACK A. CASFER
| 1st Lt., Air Corps

| | JnC/uig Ass't 5-2 Officer.
|

Distribution - Normal

\ ‘.
PART B (on reverse) to be completed according to relevant pro-forma in H.Q. R.AF. M.E. Instruction 34,

E57 OHQP 1, 500,000/4-42 P.T.0.
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