
FINZEL SWAMP,  GARRETT COUNTY

   KEY ELEMENTS    

l American Larch 
l Alder Flycatcher
l Tawny Cottongrass 
l Spotted Salamander
l Montane Peatland Wetland

The alder flycatcher's buzzy "whee bee-o" 
song can carry for a surprisingly far 
distance in the swamp. 

The warming temperatures and heavy 
rains of March and April prompt spotted 
salamanders to migrate to their breeding 
ponds.  Females can lay up to 100 eggs. 

Uncommon plants like this tawny 
cottongrass are common at Finzel 
Swamp.  Each cottongrass seed is 
attached to a fluffy, cotton-like 
tuft, much like the seeds of the 
familiar backyard dandelion.  The 
cotton acts as a sail and aids in the 
dispersal of the seeds by wind.  

   THE BASICS    

l No Facilities
l Marked Trail
l Information Kiosk 

WATCH 
OUT FOR!    

l Ticks 
l Mosquitoes
l Muddy Trail
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The trail leading from the parking area 
traverses the swamp, over a series of short 
wooden bridges, to a shallow lake.  Along 
the trail, there are ample opportunities to 
observe many species of birds, butterflies, 
dragonflies and other wildlife and plants, 
some of which are rare or uncommon in 
Maryland.  From the lake, visitors can 
continue north over a low hill that over-
looks the eastern edge of the swamp.  
A few meadows dot the landscape further 
east and north.  Finzel Swamp was 
established in 1970 and is owned and 
managed by The Nature Conservancy. 
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Located at the headwaters of the Savage River,
Finzel Swamp is a biodiversity treasure chest
containing more than 30 rare and uncommon
species, and five globally and locally significant
wetland habitat types.  This remnant boreal fen
has been left behind from the Pleistocene Epoch
and is one of the few remaining refuges in 
Maryland where boreal species have persisted
since the last Ice Age.  Nestled in a natural frost
pocket, Finzel Swamp provides the colder 
conditions required for the survival of these 
species.  After a short hike from the parking lot 
through an alder thicket, the view opens to 
reveal the distinctive character of this location.  
Though hard to see without a pair of binoculars, 
Endangered American larch (Larix laricina) persist in the forested swamp to the north.  In the spring, visitors may spot 
the rare alder flycatcher (Empidonax alnorum) swooping out from its perch to grab passing insects, or experience the 
annual spotted salamander migration.  From the forested wetlands to the herbaceous wet meadows, these communities 
are all interconnected and support a variety of wildlife that utilize them for breeding, feeding and refuge.
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The Nature Conservancy
Hard at Work

Directions

Finzel Swamp Natural Area
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   CONTACT 

The Nature Conservancy of 
Maryland/DC
5410 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 100
Bethesda, MD
P: 301-897-0858

For more information:
www.nature.org

From Frederick:  Take I-70 west to I-68 at Hancock.  
Continue on I-68 about 50 miles to Exit 29.  Turn 
right at the end of the exit ramp, heading north 
toward Finzel on MD 546 (Beall School Road), 
and continue about 1.8 miles.  Turn right onto 
Cranberry Swamp Road and keep left at the fork.  
Finzel Swamp is on the left.  The parking area and 
trail head is at the end of the gravel/dirt road. 

Last Stand for Larch

A small stand of rare American larch.  
Great effort has been made to save 
the trees from extirpation.

While here, take a moment to look 
for the remaining American larch trees that still exist within the forested 
swamp to the north.  These unusual conifers shed their needles in the winter 
after turning a brilliant golden-yellow in the fall.  American larch has been 
lost at four locations in Maryland due to changes in climate as well as changes 
in natural water flow (hydrology).  Currently, the population at Finzel Swamp 
is one of only two remaining populations in Maryland.  In an attempt to save 
the larch from being lost at Finzel, The Nature Conservancy has worked 
tirelessly to restore the natural 
hydrology of this swamp.

Finzel Swamp has been protected by 
The Nature Conservancy since the first 
tract was purchased in 1970.  Eight add-
itional tracts were added to this preserve 
in 1973.  Management at this site has 
included a re-engineered road to allow 
a more natural water flow, forest 
regeneration and restoration, and 
an attempt to reduce ATV impacts.  

Right:  Finzel Swamp is considered a fen, 
not a bog.  The difference between these 
wetland types is the source of their water 
supply: bogs are primarily filled from rain 
water; fens are fed by a steady source of 
groundwater at springs and seeps. KE
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A careful look through the swamp may 
reward visitors with a glimpse of the 
rare and secretive least weasel 
(Mustela nivalis). 




