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SERMON XXIV.
HELP LAID ON CHRIST, MIGHTY TO SAVE.
ISAIAH liii. 6.

AND THE LORD HATH LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITY OF US
ALL.

Every word in this text, as I have shewed before, carries a special
emphasis in it, and contains a peculiar privilege of evangelic glory.
We have observed already out of it, 1. That it is iniquity itself, that is
charged upon Christ, as well as the punishment of it; Christ did not
bear only indignation, but was clad with sin: "he was made sin for
us," said the apostle; and there is no possible way in the world for
persons to be discharged of their sins, but by Christ, bearing silt
itself.

2. This iniquity was really laid upon him; Christ was as really the
bearer of the sins of God's people, as a surety is really the debtor,
when he willingly puts himself in the room of the principal;
insomuch, that God cannot expect the debt any where, but of him.
Christ gives his bond, and by that, makes himself the debtor: God
accepts of this, and upon it discharges the poor sinners themselves;
and if he will have payment, he must have it, where he himself hath
laid the debt: see 2 Cor. v. 19, 20, 21.

3. It is the Lord that hath laid iniquity on him; which is the greatest
burthen in the world, and might have sunk us for ever in the gulph of
misery, if Christ had not put his shoulders under it.

4. None can dispose of iniquity to the comfort and safety of the
people of the Lord, but he himself. Beloved, do not mistake
yourselves any longer; you do but beat the air, whilst you think your
prayers, tears, mournings, and fasting can lay it on Christ, it is the
Lord alone. Your duties, indeed, are appointed for excellent uses,
but never fell this, to lay iniquity upon Christ; it is the Lord that does
it.

5. The Lord hath laid iniquity upon Christ: this is one of the



comfortablest truths you can hear, or have published unto you the
transaction of sin from you to Christ, is net a business now to be
done, as if God were upon terms and conditions with you: I will lay
your iniquities upon Christ, if you will do thus and thus. The text
saith not, that the Lord will lay upon him, and yet if it did, it imports
not, that he requires conditions and performances of you; but it saith,
he hath laid iniquity, it is done already; your pardon is not only
enacted in heaven, but it is also sealed upon earth. It is worth your
observation, that which the apostle speaks in Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. In the
beginning of the chapter, he taxeth those toward Jews, enemies to
their own peace, with the establishing of their own righteousness, or
rather going about to do it, and submitted not to the righteousness of
God: and what is that righteousness? "The righteousness which is of
faith, which speaks on this wise, say not in thine heart, who shall
ascend up into heaven? that is, to bring Christ from thence; or, who
shall descend into the deep? that is, to raise Christ from the dead:
lint the word is nigh thee, in thy heart, and in thy month:" the
meaning is, the gospel is not now so remote from us, that we must
mount up to heaven, to fetch it down, or go down into the bottom to
fetch it up, but it is within thy heart, and in thy mouth; it is come
down from heaven to thee; it is not reserved there for thy fetching of
it; he hath done it.

I have mentioned this again to you, that you may see what comfort
is in this, namely, that the Lord hath done it. It said to the king of
Syria, "Let not him rejoice that putteth on the harness, as he that puts
it off:" it is the day of victory, that is the day of victory, and
gladness; the days before it comes, are days of fear and doubting;
but when it is attained there is rejoicing. When a prisoner is
condemned to die, and a friend gone to court to get his pardon, all
the while it is agitating, his heart is full of tremblings, fears, and
achings; but when his friend hath brought a pardon, under hand and
seal, and delivered it into his hand, then he leaps and rejoices: so all
the fear and bitterness of your spirits proceed from hence, namely,
oh it is yet to be done! I am afraid it may miscarry: nay, it is nigh
you, in your hearts, and in your mouths; it is come to you, the Lord
hath done it to your hand.

But, when did the Lord do this? From eternity, in respect of
obligation; but in respect of execution, when Christ was upon the



cross; in respect of applying of it to particular persons, while
children are in the womb, before ever they have done good or evil.
There is great diversity or judgment about this: God applies pardon
of sin, say some, at the time of conversion, and persons remain in a
state of wrath until then. Others rise higher; God applies it in
baptism, say they; but, beloved, the Lord loves his people with
everlasting love; there is not a moment of time in which iniquity is
transacted back again from Christ, and remains upon a particular
person. Take one unbaptized, supposing him elect, and a child of
god, for whom Christ died, where are his sins? In sin he was
conceived and brought into the world; where are these sins? are they
upon Christ, or upon himself, before baptism? if they were laid upon
Christ, when he suffered for them; how came they back again from
him? who was the scape-goat that carried away the sins laid upon
him, into a land of forgetfulness; how came they back again? if they
came not back again, being laid upon Christ, then, even before
baptism, the elect are discharged from sin, as other persons whose
sins Christ took away.

I pass to a sixth consideration in the text, and indeed it is the basis
that bears up the whole structure and frame of the gospel, putting the
emphasis on the word (Him;) "The Lord hath laid on Him, the
iniquity of us all." It is of infinite concern, as much as life and
salvation is worth, that he, who bore the iniquities of men, should
have a back strong, and broad enough to stand upright, and not be
sunk under them. While the pillars stood firm upon which the house
stood, where the princes of the Philistines met to make sport with
Sampson, they were all safe; but when they sunk, the house fell, and
great was the fall of it, and they all perished in it: this discharge of
sin, is the security of persons from wrath; if the pillars that bear it
should possibly sink, all were utterly lost and come to nothing. The
apostle Paul, pleading concerning the resurrection of Christ, in 1 Car
xv. 15, saith, "If Christ be not risen, your faith is vain, you are yet in
your sins:" so if it be not Christ, on whom iniquity was laid, you are
yet in your sins, and your faith is vain. Sureties are the comfort of
imprisoned debtors, and, yet not all, but able ones: let a person bring
twenty to be surety for him, to his creditor, if they be all as very
beggars himself he is but where he was before; he is not a jot the
better; let him bring one able surety, that the creditor can trust, that
all pay the debt, then hath he joy and comfort. Beloved, if you had



ten thousand sureties to stand for you, before God, if they be
beggars, like yourselves, there is no comfort in them: "Wherewith
shall come before the Lord," saith one, Micah vi. 7, "Shall I give
thousand rams, or ten thousand rivers of 0il? shall I give the fruit of
my body for the sin of my soul?" No, they are not able to make
satisfaction. So, beloved, they are all beggars that we can bring:
shall I bring one man to stand for another, or for myself? No man
can make an agreement for his brother, nor redeem his soul; it will
cost more to redeem it, and, therefore, he must leave it for ever. But,
saith the text, "The Lord laid it on him;" here is a word of comfort.
"Thou spakest to thy holy one in vision, thou hast laid help upon one
that mighty," Psalm. Ixxxix. 19. But, who is this Him, on whom
iniquity is laid? Every one will suppose, the prophet takes for
granted it is Christ; and so it is; but, beloved, in truths of such
concern as this, it is not good to go altogether upon trust, and to
receive things, because every one receives them but to have a sure
foundation for them. Strength of consolation, hath not the voice or
the people, but the word of life, for its security; and, therefore, it is
good to see for certain, that this Him here, is Christ, and no other.
The prophet speaks darkly, while he speaks of him that bears
iniquity; the clearest expression he hath, is in ver. 2, he calls him a
root out of a dry ground; and all along through the rest of the
chapter, it is but He, and Him, and His. And, indeed, it is usual with
the prophets, personally to point out Christ darkly; insomuch, that
the weak-sighted, or rather the envious or malignant Rabbins, as
much as possibly they could, cast a mist before every truth that
spake of Christ; applying them still to this, or that worthy man,
among those people, as to David, or Solomon, or Hezekiah, or such
like. But the prophet, or rather the Lord, by the prophet, in this
place, gives such lively characters of Christ, that they themselves
were compelled to yield to the truth, that he meant him alone in this
chapter. But we need not the testimony of man, (much less fear any
opposition of theirs) to testify that it is Christ, whom the Holy Ghost
means by him, that is here spoken of: observe the margin or your
bibles, and you shall find in all the evangelical passages of the
prophets, none come near this chapter in being applied to Christ, nor
so many quotations by Christ, and his apostles, taken out of any
other: to give you a hint in one or two places; iniquity was laid upon
him that was "despised and rejected of men; we esteemed him not:"



but who is this, that was thus rejected of men, and not esteemed?
Christ applies this passage himself in Mark ix. 12. The margin of my
text refers you to that place, and that refers you to this again: "he
was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities,"
&c. Who was this? Of all the prophets, I find Daniel most privileged
to speak most plainly concerning him that bears our iniquities: the
Lord meant to tell Daniel a secret, that shall be an intimation of the
exceeding largeness of his love to him: the secret is this, "Yet
seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and holy city, to
finish transgression, and to make an end of sin, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness:" and afterwards he tells us, that at the end of so many
weeks the "Messias shall be cut off, but not for himself:" here you
may see plainly who it is that was wounded to death for
transgression, it was the Messiah, that is, Christ; look in 1 Pet. ii. 21,
22, 23, 24, the apostle runs over the most material passages of this
very chapter, applying them by name to Christ; Christ also suffered,
saith he; this answers to that "He wounded for our transgressions:
when he was reviled, he reviled not again;" this answers to that," He
was a sheep before the shearer, dumb, who opened not his mouth:"
and ver. 24," himself bare our sins in his own body on the tree;"
here" The Lord laid rite iniquities of us all on him;" naming Christ
in particular, as the person who in his own body bare our sins. Christ
then, it is clear, is he on whom the Lord laid our iniquities; Christ,
who is that? a man would think it strange, that in a christian
congregation there needs this A. B. C. to be taught to people, who
Christ is; Moses, unveiled, say some; and if that be true, I am sure
Moses's veil will obscure Christ: and I doubt there is so much of
Moses in the minds and preachings of men, that Christ is quite
forgotten among them. It is worth the while beloved, to know what
this Christ is that was to hear iniquity; he must be something else
than the common apprehension of men is or him, to do this. The
prophet tells us, he is Immanuel, and the Holy Ghost in Matt. 1.23,
expounds it," God with us:" Christ is such a [Him] who is God and
man; nay more, he is God and man so united, that both make but one
person; and this one is he that bears our iniquities: he is so one, as
that the several properties of each nature do not reserve themselves
solely to themselves, but communicate them to the whole. The
divine properties of Christ's godhead are not so inseparable to it, but



the virtue thereof is communicated unto his human nature; and the
virtue of the divine nature of Christ, is that which makes Christ of
steel, as I may so speak; not to bow or bend under the heaviest
weight that can possibly be laid upon him.

The godhead, it is true, is incapable to bear iniquity, and the human
nature is as incapable of bearing it to any purpose. Should iniquity
be laid upon the human nature, and the divine nature not support it,
it would have sunk under sin, as a mere human creature: "He was
made in the likeness of sinful flesh;" in respect of flesh it was the
same, in respect of sin he was like it: he did not sin, yet he bore it,
by the imputation of it, upon him; what now could this mere creature
do? and how could it be strengthened enough to bear that weight
that would crush a mere creature to dust and powder? But now, if
the humanity bear sin, and the divinity bears it up in suffering, this
gives such infinite validity to the obedience of Christ, both active
and passive, that it becomes effectual to the purging away of sin:
take a dark illustration of it. The body of a man bears a burthen, the
soul is incapable of it, but it keeps up the body from sinking under
it: set a dead man on his legs, and lay a small weight upon his
shoulders, he sinks under the burthen and that falls upon him. What
makes the living man stand to it, and carry it away? It is the soul in
him that strengthens the body, and bears it up to stand under it, and
bear it away. So the divine nature is a kind of soul to the humanity,
consisting of soul and body, and is the form and strength of both; for
the soul of Christ's human nature is not as the soul in man, giving
being to the man, as is well observed; that is, as a form giving being
and strength to the person of Christ: for in us the reasonable soul
gives life and being to us, but in Christ the Godhead gives life to the
reasonable soul of Christ; for, as the philosophers say, there are
three souls, the vegetative, in plants, the sensitive in brutes, and the
reasonable soul in man; yet in man the reasonable soul is from and
hath the other two virtually in itself; thus the soul gives life to us;
the Godhead gives life to Christ, and so all the sufficiency to bear
iniquity proceeds from that. Now, beloved, when we consider
Christ, we are not to conceive as if he were in all respects distinct
from God, as usually we are apt to imagine; we conceive otherwise
when we hear Christ did such a thing, than we do when we hear God
did such a thing; but Christ is the one God assuming human nature;
and God in it manages those things that concern the welfare of his



people.

The main thing I drive at, at this time, concerning this point of
laying iniquity upon Christ, is to shew what special ends and
purposes the Lord hath in singling out him alone to bear iniquity.
Though the Lord is pleased at all times to work strange wonders, yet
never did God do such a wonderful thing, to the amazement of the
creature, as this one thing, to lay iniquity upon Christ. Sin is the
hatefullest thing in the world to God; where it is found, a toad is not
so odious unto man, as that person is in the sight of God: for though
the Lord professeth he doth not afflict willingly, yet it agrees with
his nature; but sin is most horrible and abominable; nay, the only
abhorred thing in the world to God; that God should make Christ a
beggar in the world, and the scorn of it, and make him suffer the
most shameful, nay, the most accursed death, the death of the cross,
is much; yet all this may agree with the nature of God; but, that he
should make Christ to be sin, is out of the reach of all the creatures
in the world to apprehend how he should do it, and yet retain his
love and respect to him.

Surely, beloved, a work of such extraordinary nature as this is, to lay
iniquity upon Christ, must needs have suitable ends. You will laugh
at that man, that will build a famous structure to keep a kennel of
dogs in; to be at such cost for base ends. The end of things is always
the rule and line by which they are measured: the end is always first
in intention, though last in execution; and being first in intention, is
that which all things conduce unto. A man makes a mould to east a
vessel, or a piece of ordnance; he hath the form of it in his head, and
according to that he casts it, and fits his moulds, and suits all his
materials. God hath special ends in his heart, for which he lays
iniquity upon Christ; and certainly the thing itself must answer the
end, and the end must be answerable to that: God doth all things in
weight and measure, and proportion.

And the truth is, beloved, there are admirable ends, every way
answering that miraculous work of the Lord's laying iniquity upon
Christ; I shall instance in particulars, and therein shew how
marvelously the Lord sees himself out to the world by it; in nothing
did he ever shew himself, as in this thing. The ends are many, I shall
shew you some of the chief, by, God's assistance.



1. The Lord laid iniquity upon Christ, that so he may "lay help upon
one that is mighty."

2. That Christ might satisfy his great longing, which he had lost, if
iniquity had not been laid upon him.

3. That he himself might be fully satisfied to his own content, and be
at rest. God himself if I may so speak, had not been at "rest within
himself, if iniquity had not been laid upon Christ; nothing else could
have satisfied him, that he might sit down in the enjoyment of
himself as he would.

4. That he might shew to the world, especially to his own people, the
exceeding horrid loathsomeness of sin, and the out of measure
sinfulness that is in it: there is nothing that ever the Lord did, or the
wit of man can do, could set out the abominableness of sin, as this
one thing, the laying of iniquity upon Christ.

5. That he might commend that unsearchable love of his to the sons
of men; with a witness, as [ may say, God herein declares his love to
man; many and sundry ways indeed he manifests it:""He causeth it
to rain upon the just, and upon the unjust; he causeth the sun to shine
upon all men, good and bad:" but all other ways of manifestation of
the love of God to men, come infinitely short of this expression of
his, laying iniquity upon Christ;" Greater love hath no man than this,
to lay down his life for his friends but herein God commends his
love to us, when we were enemies, Christ died for us:" but if this
were a commendation of his love, what a commendation of it is here
expressed, that he should not only die for enemies, but bear that
very enmity itself upon him? That Christ should bear our sins, is
more by far than the former.

6. That he might make a clean people; a people clean and fair
enough for himself to take pleasure in. There is no way in the world
to make them so, that God might delight,in them, but the laying
iniquity upon Christ; this was the way to make them all fair and
lovely, without, any spot; or wrinkle.

7. That the people of Christ might have,strong consolation; there is
but weak consolation in any thing in the world, but in this one truth [
the Lord hath laid iniquity upon Christ,] that people can shed tears,
pray, fast, and mourn, affords but weak consolation to this; for here
is the fulness of it.



8. That his people might serve him the more freely, less
interruptedly, and more zealously. There are many promises, as
encouragements, to call out the people of God to serve him; but
there is none takes off the soul from all kind of terror, and slavish
that, but this, "The Lord hath laid our iniquity upon Christ."

9. That, at the appointed time of the Father, his people might enjoy
the purchased inheritance, and the promised possession. There is no
possession of the glory laid up for the saints in light, but by laying
iniquity upon Christ; no unclean thing can enter into the kingdom of
heaven. When we attain to the height of sanctification, we remain
yet unclean, for there is pollution in the best of it: when we die,
suppose we are more holy in life than any that went before us; yet
there is not so much holiness of life in us, but that there remains still
some uncleanness, and unmortification of life in thoughts and
practice, some deadness and indisposition in our hearts and
affections to holiness; and, with this unholiness, we lie down in the
dust, if all our uncleanness were not laid upon Christ, that so we
might enter into rest, as perfect and complete in him.

These are admirable ends! all the joys and comfort of believers,
have their basis in these jointly, nay, in these severally and apart
being all of them full of sweetness, and "wine refined upon the lees."

1. The Lord laid the iniquities of men upon Christ, to the end to lay
help upon one that is mighty. You know, beloved, what our Saviour
taxeth that foolish man with, that began to build, but could not
finish; and, for the prevention of such folly, adviseth them to whom
he spake, first, to sit down and consider what it would cost then; not
like a forward person" that goes out to war with an enemy, not
considering his own, or the strength of his enemy; that is like the
man that began to build, and could not finish: God is more wise than
to begin thus, and let the work sink under his hands; his full purpose
was, and is, to save that which was lost, and gather together the
dispersed: now had he gone any other way to work, as it appears to
us, he had miscarried. Had not the Lord prepared Christ a body, and
fitted it to suffer for us, we had lain still in our sins; it lay, therefore,
upon his honour and credit, that seeing he would save sinners, he
should go that way wherein he might go through his plan, and that
was to lay iniquity upon Christ. And, that that was the only way, you
shall rind expressly, in Isa. xxviii. 16, a notable prophecy



concerning Christ; there the Lord is manifesting that his main
purpose was, iix the great business of saving men from their sins, to
find out such a one that there might be some rest to him, and that he
might not fail in it: "Behold, (saith he) I lay in Sion, for a
foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation." Mark how the Lord presses, as I may so speak, by
gradations, the stability of the way found out for the saving of men
from sin; "I lay in Sion, for a foundation;" a foundation, what is
that? Foundations, you know, are the bottoms of buildings, that must
bear up the weight of the whole structure, though never so heavy;
that is the property of a foundation: now, saith he, "For a foundation,
I lay in Sion a stone." You know what our Saviour saith, in Matt. vii.
26, 27. "He that heareth my sayings, and doth them not,shall be like
unto a foolish man, that built his house upon the sand, and the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the wind blew, and beat upon
that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it." Here was a
sinking foundation; and so all sinks, because the foundation falls:
but mark, saith God, "I will lay in Sion, for a foundation, a stone;" a
rock that will not sink, nor yield, but stand firm. So that you see the
foundation upon which our sins, the heaviest things in the world, are
laid, is a stone; that is, Christ that will not sink: but, he saith, not
only he is a done, but he is also a tried stone. You know that
probatum est, written to a thing, gives abundance of worth to it.
Armour of proof is precious, and is highly esteemed: that armour
that is shot against, and yet not pierced, is tried, and hath probatum
est upon it; so Christ is made of the Lord the foundation to bear all
our iniquities, as he was proved and tried: he was tried by God, by
man, by devils, by the godly, and in all he proved a tried stone that
will not fail. He was tried by God, by his council in heaven, and
with the weight of his wrath upon him on earth, when he suffered;
you see that the Lord not only set men upon him, but planted his
own cannons against him; "My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?" Yet Christ stands fast, "It is finished," saith he;
"Father, I have done the work that thou hadst given me to do." You
see that the cannons of God's wrath could not beat through him;
"Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, nay rather that is
risen again, who sits at the right hand of God: who shall lay any
thing to our charge?" These could not break through this rock; he
stands sure in all their batteries: he is a tried stone. He was tried by



man too; and when all men tried, yet still he was a stone, and a tried
stone. The godly tried him, he never fails, nor forsakes them; "He is
my foundation, my rock, and my tower," saith David, he found him
so, and in Psalm xlvi. 2, 3, "Though the earth be removed, and the
mountains carried into the midst of the seas, I will not be moved, I
will lie down in rest and quiet:" again," Thou all my shield, and my
buckler, and my rock."

You that are oppressed in your spirits, in respect of the weight of
sin, you apply to yourselves; if you would but try Christ, and
acknowledge him the bearer of your transgressions, you should have
sweet rest, and settlement to your spirits: "Son, be of good cheer,"
saith Christ, "thy sins are forgiven thee? They that try Christ, shall
find themselves of good cheer; for they find by his bearing their
iniquities, that nothing can pierce them. He that hath a shield of
steel, and a proved one too, all the darts that come upon it, do not
any more offend, pierce, or wound that person's breast, than if there
were no darts in the world shot against it. Just such a shield is
Christ, and, because of this, was he singled out to bear iniquity; and
to this purpose, that he might bear off all the violence, that all the
wicked men in the world can do, put them together; all the forces
they can use, or raise against Christ, to trample down his honour,
and lay it with the ground, what becomes of it all? "No weapon
formed against thee, shall prosper? We have had experience of it;
there is not one weapon this day, to your knowledge, that hath
prospered against Christ, nor shall any hereafter. Christ is all steel,
all marble: and if there be a stone that cannot be pierced, he is that.
It is Christ that bears thy iniquities, that is such one; and if he had
not been such a one, God had been disappointed in his purpose.
God's people are called sheep, devil is too subtle for them: the world
is cunning, and they would soon be ensnared; but God hath chosen
out a mighty one, one infinitely wise, to find out all the plots of his
enemies, and to turn all their cunning into folly.

The devil, and the world, have tried him, all the elect have tried him,
and death too; and all that could be done against him came to
nothing; that all might see, what a mighty champion God had, to
save poor sinners, that trust in, and rest, upon him. The Lord laid
iniquity on such a mighty one, that every one that lift up the heel,
may dash against the stones, and kick against the pricks, raffler to



hurt themselves, than the people of God.

Oh, beloved, that you could but behold the firmness of this rock,
upon whom your iniquities are laid; it is not the storm of a
temptation against you, shall make you fall; nor the blustering of
divine wrath breaking forth; for the ungodliness of the world, that
shall make you shake and tremble: the house that is built upon the
sand indeed, shall be beaten down, when these storms beat and
blow; but the house built upon the rock, stands as firm, as if there
never were a blast at all.

We should consider; the other particular ends and purposes of God's
laying iniquity upon Christ; and they are all of them so full of
marrow and fatness, that it is pity to cast them aside, and not taste
and eat abundantly of them: I should therefore proceed to the
opening of the rest of them; some of which I shall speak of in the
afternoon.



SERMON XXV.

THE JUSTICE OF GOD SATISFIED BY CHRIST
ALONE.

ISAIAH liii. 6.

AND THE LORD HATH LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITY OF US
ALL.

EVERY word in this text, as I have often told you, hath special
weight. It is iniquity that is laid on Christ, as well as the punishment
of iniquity; "He was made sin for us." Sin is a debt, he is a surety;
the debt of sin as he is a surety, is as really his, though not his own
contracted, as if he had really contracted it himself; his own by
imputation; so far his own, that God" in him, hath reconciled the
world to himself, and will not impute their trespasses unto them," 2
Cor. v. 19.

And it is the Lord, that laid our iniquities upon him; it is too much
presumption to give the glory of it unto any creature; it is God's
glory alone; nothing of man, in man, from man does,it, hut the Lord
himself.

And the Lord hath done it; it is not now to be done; it is past, he hath
laid iniquity. Also, observe out of the words, this, that we are now to
come unto; "That the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."
Had our sins been disposed of any where else, but on him, they had
recoiled back upon us again; none can hear iniquity, to carry it into
the land of forgetfulness, but the scape-goat, Christ. It is Christ
alone, on whom the iniquities of believers are laid for their
discharge.

This proposition, that our iniquities are laid on Christ, is the basis,
that upholds all the consolation revealed in this chapter.

The main thing, I shall insist upon, will be to consider, what
answerable ends the Lord might have in this most admirable work,
of laying iniquity upon Christ; there is no work that administers
matter of astonishment, and puts the reason and judgments of them



so much to a nonplus, as this one work of laying men's sins upon
Christ; it must needs then have suitable ends; being but a means to
conduce to higher purposes.

1. One great end of laying iniquity upon Christ, is, that the "Lord
might lay help upon one that is mighty;" that so seeing he hath
undertaken to discharge the poor believer from iniquity, he might go
through the work, and not leave it by halves. Had iniquity been laid
any where, but on Christ, the work of taking it away, had been left
unfinished, so far as it appears to us; it is not conceivable to any man
under heaven, how iniquity should be carried away, but by the
"Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world."

But I will proceed: there are many other remarkable uses and ends,
for which the Lord laid iniquity upon Christ. As,

2. That he might have the satisfaction and reparation of the injury
done unto him, to his full content. It cannot he imagined, by all the
wits in the world, how the justice of God violated, should be so
satisfied, as in laying iniquity upon Christ. When Adam sinned, and
by that act involved himself, and his whole posterity, into a state of
transgression; nay, into a constant course of enmity and rebellion
against God; by which justice was extremely violated, and the
Divine Majesty insufferably affronted; it concerned God, for the
maintenance of the honer of justice, to take order for the reparation
of the violation, and affront of it: God could as soon cease to be, as
not to take order, that justice violated, should be satisfied: You have
an ordinary rule, "Whatever is in God, is God himself" Let justice be
once torn from the Divine Nature, and it ceases to be: in this regard,
I say, it concerns God, to repair his justice in the largest way of
satisfaction, that might answer it to the full: and yet, nevertheless,
though the Lord was resolved, that justice should not be violated; for
it is a certain position with God, "Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but not one jot and tittle of God's word shall fall to the ground:"
much less a jot or tittle (if I may so speak) of his essence shall fall;
yet, I say, though the Lord would have justice, even to the utmost
satisfied; it was at the same instant, and everlastingly in his thought,
that some few (Rom. ix. 27) of those creatures that had thus violated
it, should not sink under that reparation that it stood upon. Now here
comes in a business, that no wisdom, but the infinite wisdom of
God, could possibly either conceive, or contrive, to wit, a way of



reconciliation of his justice and mercy; in the saving of such
creatures, justice should be fully repaired, and yet the creature,
violating justice, be saved, is a riddle that none but God himself
could ever untie. These two things therefore being jointly settled in
the thoughts of God himself, he casts about with himself, how he
might maintain and manifest both, without the prejudice of either.

The Psalmist saith, "Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness
and peace have kissed each other;" here is the agreement between
both. The Lord knew well, that if the creatures violating justice,
were themselves to make satisfaction to it, they must sink and
perish, and be undone for ever; there was like to be nothing but ruin,
and that eternal; and this payment would be very slow, and
destructive to the creature, therefore God liked it not.

The prophet Ezekiel speaks expressly from the Lord," As I live, I
desire not the death of a sinner." I will not stand to discourse nicely,
as it there were any difference between the desire and will in God; I
know there is none; but in respect of the manifestation of the mind
of God to us, we may conceive, that the Lord, for the satisfying of
justice, will rather have the creature destroyed, than the continual
violation of it should be without reparation; yet this cannot be called
pleasure or delight; that he hath in this thing; but for the prevention
of the violation of his justice, he is contented, the creatures should
some of them perish; (2 Thess. ii. 10.) "I desire not the death of a
sinner;" it is not the delight I have, I take no pleasure in the thing.

I say, therefore, seeing it is the pleasure of God, some of his
creatures should not perish, and yet justice violated should be
repayed too; he casts about with himself, how these two things
might stand together, and not one jar against the other; for this
purpose, it pleased the Lord at the first, to propound to himself, and
so to publish his mind to his people, concerning a way of reparation,
by some present payment, in the blood of bulls and goats, and other
sacrifices; upon the heads of which, as you have it in Lev. i. 4, those
that offer the sacrifices, were to lay their hands, and so there was a
manifestation of atonement; in this, God had some content, for that
time; but the full pleasure of the Lord, was not answered in this way
of reparation; no, not though Jesus Christ himself, was shadowed
out under those sacrifices; yet the Lord saw not that fulness of
content to himself in this obscure way: and therefore, he findeth out



a better, and a more contenting way to himself; and what was that,
you will say? look in Heb. x. 5, you shall there find, how the apostle
fully shews, that the Lord was not to the utmost so satisfied, as he
would be, in that first way; and, also, what way he sets up to give
himself full content, and that gives direct answer to the thing in
hand; "Burnt offerings and sacrifices thou wouldest not, (saith
Christ) in burnt offerings and sacrifices thou hadst no pleasure:"
mark but this phrase and expression well; which plainly sheweth the
way that God then took, to repay his own justice in the blood of
bulls and goats; though for the time it gave him some, yet not that
full content, such as he could take full pleasure.

But some wilt be ready to say, that when the apostle spake thus of
sacrifices and burnt offerings, he meant those simply considered,
without respect unto Christ whom they typified.

To this I answer, That not only in the sacrifices, simply considered
in themselves, without Christ, God took no pleasure, is his meaning,
but under favour, he goeth further; for, if you mark the opposition
well, you shall find it is not made between them considered as types
of Christ, and considered simply, and abstractively from him their
substance; but the opposition is made between the whole service, as
it then was, and the new way that Christ, when he came in the flesh,
brought into the world to please God with; therefore saith Christ,
immediately after, "Because thou tookest no pleasure in them, lo, I
come: in the volume of thy book it is written of me; it is my delight
to do thy will, O God;" and in that he saith, "Lo, I come, he taketh
away the first that he might establish the second:" so that you see he
makes the difference between this way that God took to satisfy
himself then, and the way in which he was satisfied when Christ
came in person, wherein he, by once offering up himself, perfected
for ever them that are sanctified; the way in which Christ comes to
give God satisfaction, is, by his personal offering up of himself a
sacrifice; though Christ was darkly apprehended under those
sacrifices of bulls and goats, yet God did not rake so full pleasure in
them, as he did in Christ once offering up himself; and therefore he
saith, after he had once offered up himself, "He sat down at the right
hand of God." It is therefore Christ's personal bearing of iniquity
upon the cross, once for all, that gives unto the Lord full pleasure
and content; and hence you shall find in the same epistle, when the



Lord had before established the priesthood, after the order of Aaron,
and that administration of service that was among them, the apostle
declareth that he changed it; and the reason of this change he also
sheweth in Heb. x. 1; because "The law baying lint a shadow of
good things to come, and not the very image of things, could not
make the comers thereunto perfect;" there being a necessity of
remembering sin again every year; so that this was but a lingering
payment by piece-meals, as I may so say, I mean in respect of the
manifestation of the mind of God. Indeed such a full way of
payment God hath in his secret thoughts in Christ, as that he was
then fully satisfied and contented in them; but he did not manifest
himself in those sacrifices, and in that administration, to have such
complete payment all at once, as when Christ came into the world;
therefore as the priesthood was changed, so Christ, being made a
priest, after the order of Melchisedeck, God liked his payment so
well, that ho swears, that notwithstanding Aaron's order, "Thou art a
priest for ever." I say again, the Lord took such full content in
Christ's personal bearing iniquity, that now he seeth, that there is no
way in the world to give himself satisfaction, or could be devised,
like this way; and for this cause, the former priesthood being
changed, he saith, nay, he swears, "Thou art a priest for ever, after
the order of Melchisedeck;" so that by this you may perceive, how
abundantly the Lord found himself satisfied in his mind in this, that
iniquity is laid upon his own son; no way in the world would have
done but this.

If any man should undertake to agree for his brother, he could not
give God content; no man can redeem his brother; it costs so much
to redeem a soul, he must leave it for ever. It is not the fruit of the
body that can answer for the sin of the soul, that cannot give God
content; though a man could establish an innocent, nay, an angelic
righteousness, yet this could not satisfy God to his content; it is this,
"Lo, I come, to do thy will, O God, that gives him full content,
Christ's own coming to bear iniquity.

It may be you will say, what did Christ come for, when he saith,"
Lo, I come?

I answer, It is plain he came to be in the room of those sacrifices that
went before; and,why did he come in their room, it may be further
demanded? God could not take full pleasure in them, therefore he



came to give satisfaction in their place.

Now, what was the office, you will say, of the priest in offering
sacrifice?

It was, by that offering them, atonement might be pronounced by the
priest upon the people, they laying their hands upon the head of the
beast.

Now the business of Christ's coming for the pleasing of his Father,
was to bear the sins of his people, which those sacrifices bore,
(Christ being typified under them) but imperfectly in regard of that
full satisfaction he gave; for there is none like this. In Prov. viii. 30,
observe how Christ, under the name of Wisdom, declares the Lord's
pleasure in him: "I was daily his delight; I was before him as one
brought up with him;" as if God could not look upon any thing as his
delight but only his Son.

Yea, may some say, as he was the Son of God, he was daily his
delight; wherefore, in verse 31, you shall see in what respect he was
so: for he saith immediately after, "My delights were with the sons
of men;" here Christ seems to apply the delight that his Father took
in him, unto this condition, as his delight was with the sons of men;
and wherein doth Christ express it more than in this, in that whereas
they were sunk in sin and misery, it was his delight to recover them,
and bring them to shore with safety, that would have been drowned,
except he had laid hold of them, and took them out; and hence in
Isaiah liii. 11, 12, the Lord expresseth himself wherein he taketh his
greatest satisfaction; "He shall see the travail of his soul, and shall
be satisfied;" what was that? Certainly the bearing of the iniquities
of all his elect upon himself, on his own body on the tree. The hand
of God was just, and could not but be so; it could not smite but
where it found a fault; the transaction of the iniquities of men on
Christ, by way of suretyship, drew the stripes of the Lord upon him,
and so "he beheld the travail of his soul, and was satisfied: and the
pleasure of the Lord," saith the same prophet, "shall prosper in his
hands." What was in the hands of Christ, that the Lord saith should
prosper? This was the main thing, the taking away the sins of the
world, as John the Baptist testifieth; for this was the very office of
him, and the glory of his ministry, to point out with his finger unto
Christ, and say, "Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins



of the world," John i. 29. This was the chief business of Christ
which "prospered in his hands; the handy-work of Christ is done
with such effect and fruit, that the pleasure of the Lord prospered; so
far as that prospered, the pleasure of the Lord prospered and is
fulfilled.

This is of infinite concern to us, that our iniquities be laid upon such
a back, that God may take full satisfaction to himself; if any man
conceive that the coming of Christ into the world, proclaims a
mitigation of divine justice, I think they are much mistaken; Christ
came not to abolish the law, much less to take any thing away of the
divine essence of God himself.

That Christ should make the justice of God more remiss, is to rob
God; and the pleasure of the Lord could not prosper in the hands of
such as should rob him of that which is so near and dear unto him;
therefore the mitigation of divine justice was not the business of
Christ, which prospering pleased Gad; but in that the back of Christ
was made strong and broad enough to bear the weight of vindictive
justice, therefore the pleasure of the Lord prospered: "A body hast
thou prepared me;" that is, the Lord fitted and steeled Christ to be
able in bearing of iniquity, that he might fetch his full stroke, and
take out the full payment that justice itself could require of him; and
this infinitely concerns us, that Christ is the person on whom
iniquity is laid, whereby justice is satisfied to the full; for certainly,
if our surety had not given to the Lord that full content he desired,
woe had been to every one of us; for so much of divine justice as
was not satisfied upon the back of Christ, the Lord would have
looked for upon our own: this is certain, reparation must be had; so
that had not Christ suffered; had it not been that God acknowledged
himself that he had all the satisfaction he looked for, or could desire,
he had come upon every person where any thing was left behind
unsatisfied. Now all the creatures under heaven, put them together,
could not give God perfect satisfaction for sin; there would have
been something behind, that the elect could never reach unto; and in
what a sad condition then should they have been, when God should
have come in flaming fire to take vengeance upon them, which he
might do; nay, which he would have done, if he had not taken full
satisfaction upon Christ. Had not he worn out the rod of vengeance
to the stumps, the remainder should bare been upon our backs, and



that would have pierced us with an everlasting sting. Certainly there
is not the least sin, but deserves all the punishment of this, and of the
world to come; and it Christ did not give God full satisfaction for
both, he did for neither; and it could not have been said of him, "He
beheld the travail of his soul, and was satisfied," if there had
remained any thing to be done after Christ had done his work.

Beloved, it was the happiest day that ever came, and the gladdest
tidings ever heard, that "Mercy and truth met together, and that
righteousness and peace kissed each other;" for if God in his infinite
wisdom had not brought it thus to pass by the sufferings of his Son,
all the world should have sunk and perished for ever, before these
glorious attributes of God should have grated and jarred one against
another.

3. As the laying of iniquity upon Christ, was that which gave God
full satisfaction, when nothing else could do it; so he did it, to save
Christ's longing. The truth is, beloved, as Christ studied nothing
more than to give his Father content, so he again desired nothing
more than to give his Son content, and to answer him in that he most
affected and desired. It is true, poor sinners are saved by Christ, but
that is a subordinate thing; Christ's main aim is at giving his Father
content; "I have finished the work that thou gavest me to do," John
xvii. 4. And in another place, "This commandment have I received
from the Father, that of all that thou hast given me, I should lose
none;" in that Christ "took upon him the form of a servant, and
became obedient unto death, the death of the cross, therefore God
hath highly exalted him." The eye of Christ was upon the pleasing of
his Father, and to give him consent; as the glory of God is the
chiefest end of all things, the same was the chief end in Christ's eye,
in procuring the salvation of his people.

The Lord delights in his Son; "I was daily his delight," saith Christ,
Prov. viii. 30. He took delight in nothing so much as in him; now
what is the fruit, the consequence of it? "Whatsoever I ask of the
Father, he will give it me: Father, I know thou hearest me always,"
saith he, John xi. 41. There is nothing he desires, cost what it will,
but the Father will give it him, and part with for his sake: now what
is it that he desires of the Father above all things? "All my delights
were with the sons of men," Prov. viii. 31. Observe the universality
of the expression; he saith, not only some, but all my delight was



with them; I care for nothing else but that they might do well; let it
therefore cost what it will, so that the sons of men miscarry not, I
shall have my heart's desire. Take away these from Christ, and you
take away the delight of his soul. If God could, or would not, give
Christ the sons of men, be must cross his mind; but now, rather than
that should be crossed, Christ must bear iniquity, forasmuch as there
was no other way to save poor lost miserable man. It is true, the
bearing of iniquity itself, simply considered, is no desirable thing;
and therefore of itself, it could not be the object of Christ's longing,
nor desirable unto him, but as it served for a further end, and
conduced to advance that which he took most delight in; so, for that,
he desired and longed to bear it. And, for the proof of this, you shall
find many expressions of scripture, by which it will appear that there
is nothing in the world Christ hath thirsted after so much as to bear
the sins of men, and the wrath of God that is due to them. In Psalm.
xix. 5, the Psalmist speaks literally indeed of the sun in the
firmament, but mystically of Christ, that "it goeth forth as a
bridegroom out of his chamber, and rejoiceth, like a strong man, to
run his race." Christ is the sun of righteousness; the sun hastes not
more to dispel the corrupt vapours and fogs that are settled upon the
earth, and to exhale them up towards itself from it, that so it may be
clear and wholesome, than Christ hastened, nay, eagerly longed to
exhale those noxious and corrupt vapours of sinfulness and wrath
due to his own people, that they may be a peculiar people, all fair
before God, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, as in Cant.
iv. 7; Eph. v. 27. No strong man is more hot and eager to a combat,
wherein he hopes to work deliverance for those that are captives,
than Christ is to fight the battle of the poor captives of the Lord, that
they may be redeemed from bondage; and "He hath led captivity
captive, and received gifts for men, even for the rebellious, that the
Lord God might dwell among them," Psalm. Ixviii. 18. Such gifts
had Christ, and that for the rebellious, even when they were no
better; such as the leading captivity captive, delighting as a strong
man to run his race. There is no man more eager to run a race to win
the goal, than Christ was to obtain this one thing, to deliver man
from the bondage of sin and misery. In Psalm. xI. 8, the Psalmist
hath this expression, (when Christ had said, Lo I come, presently he
addeth) "I delight to do thy will, O God; yea, thy law is written in
my heart;" or, as it is in the margin. "It is written in the midst of my



n

bowels;" as much as to say, the bowels of Christ do yearn within
him, to come in the room of a burnt-sacrifice, to bear the sins of the
people; "It is written as a law in my heart; it is my great delight."

In Luke xii. 50, you shall find how mightily the heart of Christ was
set upon it to bear the iniquity of his people; "I have a baptism to be
baptized with, and how am I straitened till it be accomplished?"
What was this baptism? it was nothing else but Christ's bearing our
sins upon the cross, as Peter expresses it, in 1 Pet. ii. 24: "He himself
bare our sins in his own body on the tree."

This was the thing Christ so much longed for, and was so much
straitened in his Spirit about that he could not be at rest till it was
accomplished; and, in Luke xxii. 15, you shall further see, how he
was set upon it," With desire have I desired to eat this passover
before I suffer." The passover, you know, was nothing else but the
paschal lamb slain and eaten, and a type of Christ, and his bearing
and suffering for sin; Christ is that paschal lamb, "The Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world." Now, "with desire bare I
desired to eat it;" what is that he means? That his heart was so eager
of being the paschal lamb, to bear iniquity, that he could hardly stay,
but must be acting it in every type; he had such a mind to bear the
sins of his people, that, for the sake of it, he desires with desire to
act the thing in the type of it. The phrase expresseth largeness of
bowels, that he could not contain, himself.

Now, beloved, what thing else, in all the world, could satisfy the
longing of Christ, but having the thing his heart was act upon? When
women long, how do you satisfy them? They long for one thing, do
you give them another? Nay, that will not give them content; you
must give them the thing they long for. This was the longing of
Christ to bear the sins of his people, to come in the room of burnt-
sacrifices. Now how could this longing of his be satisfied, but by
having the thing his heart desired? This is a thing which infinitely
concerns every soul that would have joy unspeakable and glorious
founded upon a rock that cannot be shaken, that Christ did long for
this thing. Certainly it cost the Father such a price, to make Christ an
offering for sin, that if he himself had not had a mighty mind to it,
he could not have pressed him, nor have yielded to give his own
dear and only Son, and deliver him up for us all. Oh! what a task
was he put unto! it went to the heart of him (as i may so say) to do it.



What thing in heaven or earth could have ever moved him to do it,
but only the longing of Christ, his own willingness? You see how
God advanceth the renown of Abraham, in that he spared not his
only son, but yielded him up in the integrity of his heart, that was so
dear unto him; therefore, saith he, "In blessing I will bless thee," &c.
Certainly God could not part with any thing in the world that went
so near to his heart, as his Son Christ, much more his forsaking of
him, as lie cried out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?" God saith elsewhere of him, "Thou art my beloved Son, I am
well pleased with thee," Matt. iii. 17. And yet now to forsake this
beloved Son, how near must this needs touch his heart? Now what
could move the Father to this strange, this unparalleled act of his,
but the extreme eagerness of Christ? And what moved Christ to this,
but that he well knew, that if he had not suffered, his poor little flock
should have been for ever drowned: he had for ever lost that which
the Father had given him, and they had perished; this made him long
to bear iniquity, and his longing made the Father willing that he
should bear it.

You, that are fathers, can apprehend what a thing it is, to have your
child's throat cut, especially you that have but one son, how near
would it go to your heart! But to have his throat cut, and that for the
saving of a varlet that would have cut yours, if it had been in his
power, is not this example beyond your reach? God did this for you;
and this is not all, he was not only contented to let Christ suffer, but
was himself a spectator, and beheld him suffering, and saw the
tragedy acted: and this was not all neither, but he had his own hands
in it; there was his determinate council upon it; nay, more, there was
actually the hand of God himself upon him; he did not only put him
into, and leave him in the hands of miscreants and devils, to revile
and blaspheme him, but takes him up himself, and scourgeth him
with the rod of his own indignation.

Oh! what should this turn the bowels of God, to break out so upon
his dear Son Christ, to beat and bruise him as he did, but his own
longing! Oh, it is of infinite concern unto us, that the bowels of
Christ were unto such a work: for the weight of it would have been
so heavy, and the task so great, that without some vehement
incentive, he could never have brooked it: so tedious it was that you
know what he said, "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from



me;" if he had not bad longing, the bitterness of the cup would have
made him flinch from the thing; but his heart was so set upon it, that
he overlooks all this, and will go perfectly through the work.

You know how the eagerness of a man in a business he delights in
makes him overlook discouragements in it, that will make others
give it over. It is said of Jacob, though he served seven years under
Laban, and that with rigour, for Rachel, "yet he thought it but a little
time;" and why was that? Because he loved her. Love breaks
through all difficulties: so then the heart of Christ being so set upon
the thing, that iniquity should be laid upon him, therefore it was
done, or else Christ should have lost his longing.

4. The Lord laid iniquity upon Christ, to the end that he might shew
to the world, especially to his own people, "The most abominable
loathsomeness and filthiness of sin." Beloved, it is but a mistake in
the minds of some people, that the preaching the gospel of Christ,
Christ's bearing the iniquities of his people, is a way to lessen the
apprehension of the ugliness of sin. I dare be bold to say, all the
rhetoric in the world, setting out all the aggravations of sin, and
thundering out all the threatenings and curses of the law, with all the
terrors of God's wrath for it; nay, the execution of the terrible wrath
of God, all at once, upon all the creatures in the world, could not,
would not, so discover the abominable loathsomeness, and filthiness
of sin in the sight of God, as this one act of God's laying iniquity
upon his Son. If all the world should sustain iniquity, and thereby all
the wrath of God at once, the Lord should lay his wrath but upon
mere creatures, when all that were done; but when he lays iniquity
upon his Son, and spends all his wrath upon him, this shews an
extreme bitterness of the heart of God against sin. If a man meet
with a Spaniard, or any he is at open enmity with, and smite, or slay
him, there would not hereby appear such dignation against this
enemy, as it this man should take his own son, and go near to cut his
throat, for committing some act against his pleasure: a man will beat
his servant for a fault, when his son for the same shall go free, and
there shall be no notice taken of it; but if at another time you shall
find his spirit so stirred up, that he lays about him, and is ready to
brain his child, if he comes near him; this shews the depth of
indignation that is raised in him, and the greatness of the fault in his
eye, that stirred it up. Now, beloved, when the Lord should be



moved, that he doth not only fall foul upon all the creatures, but
upon his own Son, and becomes the executioner of him, and delivers
up his soul for sin; what an expression of wrath against sin is here? a
mild and meek master when he is provoked to beat his servant, and
to turn him out of doors, it signifies the fault to be great; but when
the son cannot be spared, but must be forsaken, this must be a fault
that nothing else can take off the edge of spirit against it: and, I say,
the smarting of the Son of God's love, especially in such a manner as
he did, certainly shews the extremity of the indignation of God
against sin.

Therefore, beloved, if ever you would come to see the evil of sin,
that it may be a bridle to restrain you from it; when profit and
pleasure, or any such thing come in, and would tempt you to sin,
look upon Christ, and see that God would not spare him a stroke;
and all this for thy sake, lest thou should perish under this
vengeance; anti wilt not thou fear to commit that sin, that cost so
many blows to his dearest Son? There are many other admirable
reasons, wherefore God laid iniquity upon his Son; but I cannot
speak further of them now.



SERMON XXVI.

THE LOATHSOMENESS OF SIN, AND THE
IMMENSENESS OF LOVE DISCOVERED.

ISAIAH liii. 6.

AND THE LORD HATH LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITY
OF US ALL.

We have passed through many excellent things this precious text
affords us; we are come to consider the rock of our salvation, the
mighty one, upon whom the Lord hath laid this help, who is set up
as a corner stone, to bear up, without sinking, so heavy a weight as
"The iniquity of us all."

I shewed you, that it was none but Christ: the main thing I have
propounded, to be considered from the singling out of Christ
himself, to bear our iniquities, is this, namely, to find out what the
proportionable ends of the Lord may be unto such an unparalleled
action as this: as it is the greatest work that ever he did, so it hath the
greatest ends that ever he aimed at. Expert workmen level their
works, frame their materials, according to the business for which
they are to serve; they make the moulds fit for the vessels to be cast
in them. If men therefore are so wise, as to order things in their
weight and measure, how much more the great God of heaven and
earth.

There are sundry admirable ends and purposes the Lord aims at, in
laying iniquity upon Christ; and, as the aimed at such ends in the
thing, so he excellently accomplishes them, to the great content of
himself, and comfort of his people.

1. He laid iniquity upon Christ, "That he might lay help upon
one that is mighty."

2. That he might be satisfied to his own content: all the world
could never have contented God; no, not the dissolution and
annihilation of it, only Christ bearing the iniquities of men:



which otherwise should have brought the dissolution and
destruction of themselves, and of the world; "As I live, saith
the Lord, I desire not the death of a sinner;" but as
concerning Christ bearing of iniquity, the pleasure of the
Lord prospered in that.

3. The Lord laid our iniquities upon Christ, to give Christ his
own longing. "I was daily his delight, and my delights are
with the sons of men;" take away the sons of men from
Christ, and you take away his delight; take away that from a
man, in which his delight is, and you take away all his
comfort; if God should not give Christ the sons of men, he
should cross his delight; now rather than do this, seeing the
sons of men cannot be given to Christ, but he must be made
sin for them; iniquity shall be laid upon him. Christ hath a
mighty strong heart, even to this very thing, when he saith,
"Lo, I come, to do thy will, O God:" that is, that will which
burnt offerings and sacrifices could not do, the taking away
sin; "I delight to do thy will, 0 God," saith he; that is, to bear
the sins of men; to come in the room of those sacrifices, and
do their business. "I have a baptism to be baptized with, and
how am I straitened till it be accomplished! With desire |
have desired to eat this passover with you;" that is, the
paschal lamb, which was nothing but a type of his bearing
the sins of men, being "the Lamb of God that takes away the
sins of the world."

4. The Lord laid our iniquities upon Christ, that he might
represent to the life the hideousness and abominable
loathsomeness of sin to the whole world. Of this I shall
speak something more than the last time would permit: There
is no way wherein sin will appear so out of measure hateful
to God, as by laying, it upon Christ. You know, beloved, that
Haman, that great courtier, when he had received an affront
from Mordecai, at once to make his own greatness known,
and the heinousness, of the crime, as he conceived in this
affront; thought it was but too poor a satisfaction to have the
life of that single man; and therefore he devises, and
accordingly proceeds in his device, to have all the nation of
the Jews cut off at once for such a fact: The greater the



suffering is for a crime, the more it manifests to the world
the greatness and detestableness of it. You know here is.
none in the world, nay, all the world together, is nothing, so
dear in the eyes of God; as his Son; and if it had been
possible that sin could have been connived at, it would have
been upon his, Son, being his only by imputation: a fond
father may possibly wink at a fault in a son, which he will
not pass by in a slave; but when a father falls foul upon a
dear child, upon whom a fault is found, and the fire of
indignation restrains his affection, this argues the extremity
of the rage of the father, and the heinousness of the crime
that incenseth it. When Jonathan had so transgressed the
commandment of Saul, that he said, "Though it be Jonathan
my beloved Son, he shall surely die for it;" this shewed the
extreme rage in the heart of Saul, and the apprehension of a
heinous fact not to be borne with. When the Lord will lay
iniquity upon Christ, and, when he finds it upon him, if he
himself shall not escape; nay, if there shall not so much as be
a mitigation of wrath, though the crime be upon him, no
otherwise than only as a surety; this shews that iniquity is of
such a loathsome savour in the nostrils of God, that it is
impossible he should have any partiality or remissness
wherever it is to be found. The more easily a crime is passed
over, the less it is in the eye of him by whom it is passed
over; but when a fault shall not be spared, no, not on the
back of an only son, this sin is out of measure sinful. I dare
be bold to say, as I said before, that all the rhetorical
aggravations of sin, whether in respect of the filthiness of it,
or of the wrath that attends it, or the miseries that proceed
from it, come short of this one aggravation of it; the Lord
hath laid iniquity upon his own Son.

It is true, sin is aggravated much, as you see in Isaiah i. 12;
"To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to me?
saith the Lord; I am full of the burnt-offerings of rams, and
the fat of fed beasts: I delight not in the blood of bullocks,
nor of lambs, when ye appear before me; who hath required
these things at your hands?" &c. Here are expressions to
aggravate sin in respect of the filthiness of it, exceedingly,
that it makes all our prayers and sacrifices loathsome in his



presence; but mark it, beloved, when all these expressions
shall but only reflect upon the person of mere creature; (God,
cannot away with it, his soul hateth it, in me and in thee, that
are but men and women) they are nothing so much as when
those shall-reflect upon his own Son; he cannot away with, it
in his Son,, it is as abominable to him on Christ himself; this
expression ariseth higher than all the aggravations in the
world besides. Suppose that God forsakes all the sons of men
for sin, this aggravates not so much the hatred of God against
sin, as to forsake his own Son, as he complains; "My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" my soul is heavy unto
death. When God laid iniquity upon Christ, he forsakes not
the world, but his own Son, for sin; therefore it must be an
exceeding abominable thing: the truth is, God singled out
Christ to bear the sins of men, for this purpose, because his
back is strong enough to bear all the indignation of God at
once, the creature is too weak to do, and vindicate divine
justice against sin; the creatures cannot pay God but by
piece-meal, and yet could never have made full payment;
therefore the extremity of God's indignation against sin,
cannot express itself in the latitude of it upon them; for it
would have beat them to dust, and yet not be satisfied. A
little fire to-day, and a little more to-morrow, burning
continually, is something; but when all that fire, that would
burn many years, should be set together to burn in a moment
of time, it must needs have more of the fierceness of fire in
it, than if it had burnt by several parts. The fierceness of
God's indignation being all at once upon the back of Christ; I
say, all that fierceness, that should have been protracted to
eternity upon the offending creature, all that flame of wrath
being contracted at once upon Christ for the sins of men,
infinitely more expresses the greatness of the indignation of
the Lord, than if it had lain upon all mankind to all eternity.
The torments of hell we conceive infinite, have indeed a
beginning, but they have no end, they are lengthened out to
run in a parallel line with eternity itself; but now, suppose
that all this torment should be contracted, and equivalently
contained in the limits of one minute of time, and all this
wrath to have broken out at one clap; had not there been



more fierceness of wrath thus breaking out all at once, than
being protracted to eternity? Even such were the sufferings
of Christ for the elect upon the cross in that short time; they
equivalently contained all that torment and wrath that should
have lain: upon them to all eternity. If he had not suffered for
them at that instant upon the cross, they themselves had
suffered for ever and ever. Oh, beloved, this infinitely
aggravates the most abominable loathsomeness and
hatefulness of sin: and therefore what the church complains
of in Lam. 1. 12, is as true, nay, more true of Christ himself;
"All you that pass by, behold, and see, if there be any sorrow
like my sorrow, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the
day of his fierce anger:" it was the day of his fierce anger
indeed; never was there such fierce anger, as that when
Christ "bare our sins on his own body on the tree? Take
notice therefore, I pray you, that, as I told you before, it is a
most abominable slander that is now cast upon the gospel of
free-grace, to say, that the preaching of this doctrine
extenuateth sin in the eyes of men, and causeth such an over-
cast upon the filthiness of it, that it must needs appear less
filthy to men than it otherwise would. I say, there is no
minister in the world, that is able to set out the abominable
filthiness of sin, and the bitterness of God's wrath expressed
against it; nothing can set it out so much as this, that our
iniquities are laid upon Christ.

It is true indeed, the Lord's laying of iniquity upon Christ
gives rest to the hearts of poor believers; seeing their sins are
transacted from them, and so consequently the desert of
them, that they feel none of the smart of the rod, nor the
mischief of sin, Christ bearing their sins, and thereby their
punishment for them; yet, though sin be transacted from
believers, and they freed from that wrath it, in its own nature,
deserves; yet it doth, and will, appear far more in its ugly
shape and own nature. upon the back of Christ, than if it
remained upon the person himself that hath committed it.

5. As God's laying of iniquity upon Christ sets forth
filthiness of sin, so it serves to commend to his church the
most immense and incomprehensible love that ever he



shewed or expressed in all the world. The quintessence, as |
may so speak, of God's love is mightily set forth in it.

Indeed, the Lord hath abundantly manifested his love to mankind in
those privileges mentioned in Psalm. viii. 3, 4, "What is man (saith
David), that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou
visitest him?" Here is a love David could not conclude how great it
was, and therefore he expresseth it by an expostulation, "What is
man, that thou art mindful of him?" Now, wherein is this love
manifested? "Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, thou
hast crowned him with glory and honor, and thou hast put all things
under his feet:" here is love, to make man the Lord of the rest of the
creatures; but yet there is a greater love than this: when man had
most shamefully revolted, in all equity and reason as we conceive,
God should have singled out other creatures, and not rebels, as men
were, to be the objects of his love; but, though man, and only he,
deserved wrath, yet he singled him out, and he must be his greatest
delight, and more near and dear unto him, than he was before.

Now, if you do but consider what it cost God to make man partaker
of all that goodness a creature can be made capable of; the love of
God will be exceedingly aggravated, and the excellency of it shine
with a more dazzling brightness. If God had given or parted with
that for man that should cost him nothing, there had wanted that
particular to aggravate his love, though otherwise it might be
exceedingly great, and our happiness no less; but, beloved, when he
shall be at so much charge, as to part with him that is so dear unto
him, the Son of his love, in whom his soul delighteth; and when, to
make man partaker of all that love, he was content to pay so dear,
that his only son should be made an offering for sin, and be made
subject unto death, even the most accursed death of the cross, that
they that be afar off might be made nigh; that God, I say, should part
with his own Son, and that upon such hard terms of a bitter and an
accursed death; this sets out his love in an inconceivable manner,
beyond parallel, nay, beyond the reach of finite capacities.

The apostle, Rom. v. 7, 8, (endeavouring to set out this love of God
to men) tells us, that no man can be found that hath laid down his
life for a righteous man; "For a good man, (saith he), peradventure
some men may dare to die; but herein hath God commended his love
to us, that while we were yet sinners; Christ died for us:" here is a



commendation of love indeed, beyond all that ever the world
expressed; "Greater love hath no man, (John xv. 13), than this, that a
man lay down his life or his friends:" but, if you consider, what
friend this is that Christ laid down his life for, you will say indeed,
no greater love than this can there be: that friend was an enemy, till
that life was laid down,; this, I say, is admirable love, upon which the
apostle, in Rom. viii. 32, speaks excellently, "He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him
give us all things?" As if he had said, what simplicity is it for any
man to think, that any should be so precious in the eyes of God, for
the manifestation of his love, as his Son; or that any thing should be
too dear to bestow upon us, seeing he did not stick to give him? As
other things are but toys in comparison of his Son, so the gift of his
Son, especially to die for man, was a most high expression of love;
yet it is a far higher expression of it, that Christ should bear the sins
of man, than that he should be given to die for them; for, for Christ
for them, comes far short of his bearing their sins. Affliction not
contrary to the nature of God; God can smile upon persons, when
they are under the greatest contempt that may be; he can delight, and
please himself with them in that condition; but where he charges any
sin, he abhors. And some may think it strange, that such a poor
sinful thing as man, should have such gladness of spirit in the midst
of tribulations, as Paul and Silas, to sing for joy in prison: it is a
wonderful thing that sinful men should have such gladness of heart
when under afflictions; and yet that the innocent Son of God should
be in such distress: what is the reason of it? Had not Christ more
power to bear the rod, than poor weak man? Why then was not he as
joyfied under afflictions as weak frail man? He was so faint, as to
sweat drops of blood, and to roar in the anguish of his soul, and cry
out in the bitterness of his spirit; whereas poor sinning man leaps for
joy, and sings for gladness of heart, as our martyrs have done in the
fire. The reason is this, they that thus sang for joy, had the discharge
of all their sins; they saw that God in Christ was reconciled, and
imputed no transgressions unto them: "The spirit of a man may
sustain his infirmity, but a wounded spirit who can bear?" Prov.
xviii. 14. If sin lie as a sting wounding the spirit of a man, this is
insupportable; none can go away under it lightly and merrily; but if
it be taken away, the spirit of man may be sustained. They that had
such joy and gladness, their sins were done away: "The ransomed of



the Lord shall return to Sion, with songs and everlasting joy upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing fly away," Isa. xxxv. 10.

But you will say, while every one that lives godly in Christ Jesus,
shall suffer persecution, how shall they obtain such joy and
gladness?

They are the ransomed of the Lord. What is that? they are ransomed
from their sins; a Saviour is come that saves them from them; so that
they may be full of joy, though they meet with tribulations; but, as
for Christ, the Lord is pleased to lay iniquity upon him, though he
take it from them. And as Christ did bear their iniquities, so he was
fain to stoop; his spirit was wounded more than others, that did not
suffer for sin as he did, and had nothing like the strength that he had.

This now must needs commend the love of God to men, that while
they, who deserved wrath, are in rest and peace, Christ not only
bears their afflictions, but their very sins; that God should not only
expose his Son to the rod, but put him into a posture of wrath; for
putting him into a posture of bearing sin, must needs put him into a
posture of bearing wrath; this heightens the love. It is a great and
high expression of love to adopt a stranger, and make him co-heir
with an only son. If one that hath but one son, and that a beloved
son, do this, he shall be a mirror to the world; if he take in a
stranger, a thief and murderer, to divide the inheritance between his
son and him. But, beloved, for God not only to take in traitors and
thieves, to be co-heirs with his own son; but also lay the felony,
murders, and treasons of such, upon him, and execute him for this,
that they may be the sons of God; this, I say, is astonishing love,
whereunto there is never a parallel in all the world. Had not the Lord
laid iniquity upon his Son, making him, as it were, abhorred for a
time, this love of his to men, in the utmost extent of it, had never
been expressed.

The dearer the things are that a man will bestow upon his friend, the
greater is his love to him. When David would express his love
towards God, though Araunah, the Jebusite, offered him all things
gratis for sacrifice, yet he answered, "I will not offer that to God
which shall cost me nothing; hence he shewed his love to God, in
that he did not stick to be at charge for him; so the more the Lord is



at cost, and charge for his people, the more his love appears unto
them: now, what charge could he be at greater, to shew his love to
them, than to lay iniquity itself upon Christ? If a man were able to
convert his body and soul into the nature of a toad, or any vile thing,
to save a galley-slave from hanging; he cannot express so much love
in it, as the Lord expressed in making his Son to be sin for us. Every
creature of God is good; toads and poison, that make the heart of a
man to rise and loath them so much, as they are creatures of God,
are good; but sin, as it is no creature of God, so there is nothing ugly
and loathsome but that in his eyes. Now that God should cloath his
Son with that which is so abominable in his eye, to save sinners, that
could not be saved but by his being made sin for them; this
commends the love of God to be rare and admirable, that it cannot
be fathomed, the depth thereof being bottomless and unsearchable.

The love of God in making his Son to be sin that you may be sons,
as it is expressed to you in the word of grace, that you may the more
easily behold the riches and excellency of it; so he is also pleased to
set it out in his feast of fat things, the Lord's supper; there you may
see the riches of it, and behold in this visible gospel, in breaking the
bread, this Son broken for you, and in pouring out the wine, the
shedding of his blood and life for you; all which is there held forth;
and the Lord himself takes notice of such the apparent and proper
excellency of his own love in giving Christ to be sin, that in the
gospel, though there: be no other feast, yet he would have this feast
to be as a testimony of it; therefore he saith, "Do it in remembrance
of me;" and" it shews the death of Christ till he come," saith the
apostle: it is so great, that it never must be forgotten; this is the
prime end of the Lord's supper, the Lord looked principally at this,
in instituting this last supper, even the keeping in remembrance the
death of his Son. You shall find it so, that seeing it is so great a love,
that there is none like it, there should be a feasting to the
commemoration of it; that so the greatness of it may be fastened in
our hearts, and we may be so much the more to the glory of that
grace that did not disdain to lay our iniquities upon his only Son,
that we might be discharged from them. To him therefore be the
praise.



SERMON XXVII.

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST ALONE CLEANSETH
OUR SINS.

ISAIAH liii. 16
"And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."

TO pass by things formerly delivered, the sent subject in hand is, the
Lord hath laid our iniquities upon him, he hath singled out Christ
above all the world, to lay them on him. The main thing that we are
to consider upon this, is to declare what ends there may be
answerable to such an unparrelled work as this. Of all that ever the
Lord did, there was never such a marvellous work as this done by
him, as to make Christ the sin of men; it was the greatest work he
ever did, and therefore, certainly, hath the greatest ends.

1. He laid our iniquities upon Christ, as I have shewed you, that so
he might lay help upon one that is mighty.

2. To the end he might satisfy himself to his own content.
3. That he might satisfy Christ's great longings.

4. To shew unto the world, especially his own people, the exceeding
horrid loathsomeness of sin.

5. That he might commend to his people the unsearchableness of his
love. There are other remarkable and useful ends, for which the Lord
did this; as,

6. That he might purify and cleanse his own people, in such a
manner, that they may be comely and amiable in his eye; that he
might take pleasure in them, and shew the fondness (if [ may so
speak) of his love unto them, and make them his very familiar and
bosom friends.

I beseech you, consider it well, it is impossible that any creature, and
man especially, should have such beauty and comeliness in him, that
God should take delight in him, but by laying of their iniquities upon



Christ: "The heavens are not clean in his sight; nay, he chargeth the
angels with folly; how much more filthy and abominable is man,
that drinketh in iniquity like water?". Job xv. 16.

Seeing then there is in man such filthiness, how can God take
pleasure in him, whilst he is thus abominable? Now it is by iniquity
he is become thus filthy, loathsome, and abominable; till sin,
therefore, be taken away, he cannot appear clean and comely; this is
further evidenced in Eph. v. 25. "Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved his church, and gave himself for it, that he might
sanctify it, and cleanse it; that he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but
that it should be holy and without blemish:" that is, he gave himself
in the room of it, to stand in its place and stead; he gave himself to
be sin for it, to be that which the church was before of itself: but
what was his cud that he drove at in all this? namely, "To present it
to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing."

So that the end of Christ's becoming sin, and bearing the sins of
men, was to make them, who by nature were filthy, clean "and pure,
without spot or wrinkle. Had the Lord laid the iniquities of his own
people any where but upon Christ alone, his church would still have
remained filthy: none else could have so cleansed them, but that still
there would have remained some spot; they should not have been
completely holy and without blame.

Beloved, it is a vain conceit, and smelleth too much of exalting in
the creature, to think that God hath laid the iniquities of his people
upon their performances, that they should take them away from
them, and wash out the filthiness they are besmeared with, and so
make them lovely in God's sight. As for such as are of this opinion, I
must tell them, that it is an accursed sin, and exceeding derogatory
to God's glory, and redemption by Jesus Christ.

Suppose a man hath committed a sin; to get himself cleared, say
some, let him go and humble himself, fast, pray, mourn, weep, and
repent, and then he shall have a discharge presently: but let me
speak freely unto you, all your performances, fastings, prayers, and
tears, are never able to present you without spot or wrinkle before
God; but when all is done, there will be spots and wrinkles still;



there will be some sin lying upon the conscience that hath strength
and life in it; nay, if I should say, there will be more spots and
wrinkles than there were before, I should but say the truth. Suppose
a man's face were full of spots of dirt, and this man should go to a
nasty channel to wash his face with dirty water; will his face be
cleaner, after he hath so washed? will it not rather be more dirty than
it was? surely, none can imagine, that thereby it will become
altogether clean; nay, will it not be made altogether filthy with such
filthy water?

But some may be ready to say, why will you call the righteousness
of men, their performances, prayers, tears, fastings, and mountings,
but channel-water to wash away sins?

I answer, beloved, I may, I will call them so; the prophet Isaiah calls
them worse, in Isaiah Ixiv. 6. "All our righteousness, nay, all our
righteousness, are as a menstruous cloth, and as filthy rags:" the
prophet makes no exception at all; he doth not say some, but all our
righteousnesses, take it in the largest extent, be it what it will, it is
no matter what it is, it is no better than a menstruous cloth: the best
righteousness, meaning not only the prayers, tears, fastings, and
performances of wicked men, men that are not renewed and
sanctified, are filthy and menstruous things; but our righteousness,
the righteousness of the best of us, yea, even of the prophet himself;

nay, all our righteousnesses are filthy, and full of menstruosity, the
highest kind of filthiness.

Also that which the apostle speaks, Philip, iii. 6, 7. is full to this
purpose, where he saith expressly of himself, "That concerning the
righteousness of the law he was blameless: mark what follows
immediately; "But, (saith he) what things were gain to me, I
accounted loss for Christ."

But it may be objected by some, that he here speaks of his
blamelessness before his calling, and not of his righteousness after
it, and therefore this text serveth not the purpose.

But mark what he saith afterwards, "Yea, doubtless, and I account
all things but loss and dung, for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord,—and do account them but dung, that I may
win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is by the law, but that which is through the



faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith," ver. 8.
Where he speaks of the esteem he had of his own righteousness,
even after his conversion; he accounted that to be but dung, and
desired not to be found in it; for herein he comprehendeth every
thing, save only the righteousness of God by faith.

Mistake me not, beloved, it is not our tears and humiliation that can
fetch out one, even the least stain in the heart of any person; the best
tears in the world are but muddy, and full of sinfulness; for if there
be no filthiness in your tears, then there is no need of Christ; but if
there be filthiness in them, then how can that which is filthy make
clean from filthiness

Beloved, mistake me not, I do not absolutely say, that tears,
considered in their own nature, are filthy; but that as they are shed
by us, there is so much filthiness in them as to besmear a clean face;
and, if so, then certainly they are not able to wash and make clean a
dirty one. Suppose thou hast sinned, and also hast sighed and poured
out thy soul in tears before the Lord, thereby to be cleansed of thy
sin; I ask thee this question, Is there not more filthiness added to thy
former sin? and is not there need of something to wash away the
sinfulness of these tears? But suppose there might be some tears that
have not pollution in them, yet in all this thou hast done but thy
duty; herein thou deservedst nothing at all at God's hands for the
taking away of former sins.

But, beloved, there is so much filthiness in the best of tears, that if
thou wert clear from the charge of any sin before; if thou hadst done
thy duty without making any addition to former sins, yet the very
failing in thy tears is enough to undo thee for ever, and to make thee
loathsome and hateful in the eyes of God; so far are they from
making thee clean from sin: so that if the Lord should have laid
iniquity upon performances, to be carried away by them, instead of
making the performers clean, they would have made them but more
filthy than they were before: no, no, beloved, it is only "the blood of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, which cleanseth us from all sin," 1
John i. 7. I say, in the sight of God, that we might be presented clean
and spotless before him. The Lord hath set open a fountain for all
sin and uncleanness for you to wash in, and be purged from them,
even the blood of his Son; and there is no other that can do it.



It was the mistake of Naaman the Syrian, when he thought that the
waters of Abana and Pharphar, rivers of Damascus, were as useful,
and had as much virtue in them to cleanse the leprosy, and take it
away, as the waters of Jordan. That which God hath given a
cleansing and purifying nature unto, to cleanse a leprous soul from
sin, nothing else but the blood of Christ.

When a man seeth another labouring by fasting, and prayer, and
tears, one would think that that should make him clean; but all the
tears in the world are not able to do it; God hath not appointed our
services and performances, our fasting, prayers, and tears, to make
clean the heart, he hath appointed and ordained the waters of the
sanctuary, the blood of Christ alone, to do it; and nothing else hut
that can do it. "Now are you clean, (saith our Saviour to his
disciples) through the word that I have spoken unto you," John xv. 3.
What word was that which he speaking, made them clean? It was
this, "I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions, for mine
own sake:" this is that which must make a person perfect before the
Lord, the blood of Christ believed on. This was that the apostle
desired to be found in, namely, Christ, not having his own-
righteousness upon him; well knowing there was no other way to
become clean and accepted of God. Isaiah 1. 16. the Lord proposeth
this course to his people. "Wash you, make you clean, take away the
evil of your doings from before your eyes: and then let us come and
reason together, though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; and though they be red like crimson, they shall be as white
as wool? Where note, first, there must be washing made, a making
clean, before there can be coming to God; there can be no
communion with him until a soul be cleansed; and whereas; many
are apt to think their own performances will wash and make them
clean, it is but a vain conceit; for (saith God) "I will wash you with
clean water, and I will purge you thoroughly from all your filthiness,
and from all your idols," Ezek, xxxvi. 25. This is the tenure of the
new covenant, so that there shall be no more any ground of
difference, nor breach between you and me. Again, "I, even I, am he
that blotteth out your transgressions for my name's sake, and will not
remember your sins," Isaiah xliii. 25, But how doth he this? Only, as
I said before, by the blood of Jesus Christ, as you have it in that
observable place, Ezek. xvi. 7. "When, I saw thee polluted in thy
blood, I said: unto thee, live; and I spread: my skirt over thee, and I



washed thee with water, yea, I thoroughly washed, away all thy
filthiness." It is therefore a high presumption for the creature to take
that upon himself, which is peculiar to God; he only cleanseth men,
and that only by the blood of Christ; it is that which makes them
clean and pure in his sight. It is a thing of infinite concern to us that
God should lay our iniquity upon Christ, to make us a clean people
for himself; for he is of infinite purity, that he cannot endure that
person where the least spot of sin is found; he must for ever loath
and detest him. It is the mistake of some, that God should bear with
some, and not with other sins; this is to alter, and to destroy his
justice, and so him, himself, to maintain that he bears with the sins
of infirmity, small and trivial, but not with scandalous sins: God
abhors infirmities, as well as enormities; and if Christ by his blood
doth not cleanse a man as well from the one, as the other, they will
cause God to spue such a person out of his mouth. Psalm v. 4, David
saith, "That he is a God that hath no pleasure in wickedness, neither
shall any evil dwell with him; and that he hateth all the workers of
iniquity." There cannot be any "communion between light and
darkness," 2 Cor. vi. 14. If there be darkness in men, there cannot be
communion with God, the Father of lights; if there be the least sin in
men in his sight, undischarged, there can be no coming to him, nor
thinking of him with comfort, until that be taken away by Christ;
and therefore in Hos. xiv. 2. you see what course the church takes,
that she may be delightful in the eyes of God, Take away all our
iniquities, and receive us graciously:" mark it well, there must be a
taking away of all iniquity, before there can be a receiving
graciously. And then, from this occasion, is offered, what follow, the
calves of the lips, that is, the praising of the: name of the Lord; The
church doth not take upon herself the business of taking away
iniquity, but commits it to the Lord; so that cleansing of the soul
from sin, is only his work, and he must take all our iniquities from
us, before he delights in us, that we may be received graciously, be
dandled upon his knees; "Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and
purify your hearts, you double-minded: and then draw near to God,
and he will draw near to you," James iv. 8.

There is no coming near to God, while sin is in the hearts and hands
of men; there is no drawing nigh of him to us, so long as there is any
filthiness upon us. Now, beloved, would you be a clean people, that
the Lord may delight in to have fellowship, and make his abode



with? know, that you can never be made thus clean by your own
doings; it is the blood of Christ must do it. It is true indeed, that doth
not take away the actual inhabitation, and doing of sin in this life,
but it takes away the filthiness of it out of God's sight; so that,
though we sin, the filthiness of it is taken away by it from God's eye,
that he delights in us: Christ's bearing iniquity, carries away all the
distastefulness of sin; he hath taken away every thing in it, that
might occasion discontent between God and us, and by this means
God comes to take pleasure in us. In regard of the filthiness of our
sin, we should have been far from God, (as we are considered in our
natural estate without him} had not Christ taken and washed it away
in his blood. Christ's coming into the world, would have been in
vain, if not to take away sinfulness itself. Sin, where it is, is the most
loathsome thing to the Lord that can be, and makes the person so;
but the coming of Christ into the world, and bearing of sin, carries
away all loathsomeness of it in men, and by this means the Lord
comes to have pleasure in them; which he could never have done, if
there had remained any of the loathsomeness of sin in them. Now
nothing takes it away, but the blood of Christ, that we may see
herein the exceeding displeasure of God against it. The truth is,
beloved, the breath of man stinks so abominably in the nostrils of
God, that he cannot abide him; wherefore our Saviour hath provided
so great a quantity of incense, that takes away the evil scent of sin,
and the Lord's displeasure; It is in this case with him, as it is with a
mother sometimes; when she washes the face of her children; if the
face of the child be washed, she will kiss it; but if it be dirty, she
will not touch it: so if the face of a person be clean washed from sin,
the Lord will kiss him: but if not, there is no coming near him. In
Mal. iv. 2. the prophet: tells us of the "Sun of Righteousness that
shall arise with healing in his wings." You know that it is only the
sun in the firmament, that makes the air, in which we live, clean, and
purgeth it from frogs, and draws up to itself those gross and noxious
vapours, and so makes it pure and wholesome for man to take
pleasure in living in it. In the night and winter, the air is full of thick
mists and gross vapours, which ascend up out of the earth, but when
the sun ariseth, it draweth them away: certainly, beloved, this is true
spiritually of the Sun of Righteousness, and none but he; he exhales
the impurity in which men live, and pollute themselves, and so takes
away the sins of the world; only Christ can draw away the noxious



vapours, the filth of sin, that men may have communion with the
Lord, and live graciously and comfortably one with another, and not
infect or be noisome to, or offend-one another. None but the Sun of
Righteousness can draw the corrupt vapours out of our hearts, that
God himself may not be offended with us, but come near unto us,
and delight in us; and till then, he will not, nor have any fellowship
with us: it is said that "God knoweth the wicked afar off," Psalm
cxxxviii. 6. As it is with those that are infected with the plague, men
will not come near them, be in the place where they are, or in the air
where they breathe; so man being infected with the plague of sin,
must be purged, and made clean and pure, that so God may not be
offended with him, but may take so much pleasure in him, as to
come near unto him, as Christ said to the spouse, Cant, iv.7-9. "Thou
art all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee:" mark the fruit of it,
"Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse, with one of
thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck,"

When the, people of God are all fair, and without spot, then God
falls in love with them, I mean, in the expression of it; and the
church saith, "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth," Cant. i.
2. All proceeds from hence, the church is all fair, and without spot,
having no imperfection nor blemish at all in her; which can only
come unto her by the comeliness of her husband.

Now do but consider seriously, and weigh in your thoughts, what a
privilege of privileges this is, that iniquity is laid upon Christ. If any
thing else should have been set about this work, it would have left
scatterings, nay all, or more behind; but Christ carries it away clean,
"The Lamb of God takes away the sin of the world," John i. 29. He,
as | have often told you, is that scapegoat that carries them away
into a land of forgetfulness, insomuch that God himself shall not
remember them any more. "In those days, and at that time, (speaking
of the days under the gospel)shall the iniquities of Israel be sought,
for, and there shall be none, and the sins of Judah, and they shall not
be found," Jer. 1. 20. Christ carries them so away, that they are gone,
and no notice taken of them.

7. God laid our iniquities upon Christ, that his people might have
strong consolation, and their hearts might not faint, nor be
discoursed. Consider this especially, this very day, this fearful time:
this is that which must lift up our hearts and heads in this very day



of extremity, when people are at their wits end: whatever becomes
of your outward carcases, yet here is joy unspeakable and glorious,
there is peace for you in Christ; this is that to which only is ascribed
fulness of joy in scripture, Look into Isaiah xxxv. 10. "And the
ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to, Sion with songs, and
everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and-sorrow and sighing shall fly away." I hope the Lord will, in this
time of extremity, fasten this truth upon your spirits. I will give you
a hint of the consolation that is hidden in this text; it may be, you
may not apprehend it at first sight: "The ransomed of the Lord shall
return with songs, and with joy upon their heads;" consider what
kind of joy it is, "everlasting joy;" joy that shall not fade nor die; it
shall have no end; ebbing and flowing it may have of itself, but it
shall never be abolished, nor vanish away; contrary to all other joys
besides. In them there is an interruption, they are not everlasting; no
other joys are of continuance; but the ransomed of the Lord shall
have everlasting joy, that is, joy without mixture; sorrow there may
be, but there shall be no occasion of sorrow any more.

But it may be you will object and say, Who are these, and when
shall it be? It will be in heaven, it cannot be here upon earth.

Nay, but mark the time when the Lord says this joy shall be; "The
ransomed of the Lord shall return to Sion with joy." There can be no
joy till a man be the ransomed of the Lord. Suppose an inhabitant of
this city be taken captive in the Turks' gallies, he cannot return
home, nor be joyful till he be ransomed, till the money for his
ransom be paid down: now the joy of God's people flows from
hence, namely, the ransom that Christ hath paid down for them. You
know what a ransom is, it is nothing else but when a person comes
and lays down a sum of money to redeem one from under bondage,
(under which he that is to be ransomed lives) and gives full
satisfaction to him, by whom he is thus held; and when the payment
is made, and satisfaction given, the person is set at liberty. This it is
to be ransomed; in this condition we were all of us slaves, and held
in bondage under sin, hell, wrath, and the justice of God. Now
Christ hath set us at liberty; we are the ransomed of the Lord for
whom Christ hath satisfied God, and given him full content; God
holds us no longer prisoners, he having borne our sins; and carried
them away: thus then are we discharged by Christ, and redeemed



from bondage, and brought unto Sion; and therefore, even now, we
may return with songs, and with everlasting joy upon our heads: this
Sion is not heaven, but the church of God upon earth; The truth is;
as soon as the price is paid, men may begin to have fulness of joy:
thereby they come to be discharged of all their debts; they are set at
liberty; and then when God hath by his Spirit, given them to believe
this, and by faith to see this in particular concerning themselves,
then they return with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads. In
Luke ii. 10,11, you find the Lord sends an angel from heaven, on
purpose, to disconsolate shepherds, upon this admirable message;
"Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people." Why, what is that, that should be such ground of joy unto
them? "Unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour,
which is Christ, the Lord: "thus the words run, "a Saviour," what is
that? The Holy Ghost expounds it in Matt. i. 21, "And thou shalt call
his name Jesus, for he shall have his people from their sins." So then
this is glad tidings, when people can hear that Christ is come to save
them from their sins: therefore, when our Saviour would cheer the
poor man that came to him to be cured, though he did not come for,
nor expect such glad tidings from him, yet Christ well knew what
would most raise his heart, and therefore he applies that, as the best
of cheer of all unto him; he saith not, "Be of good cheer," for I will
heal the infirmities of thy body; but "Thy sins are forgiven thee.
Matt. ix, 2, And,indeed, this is that, that joys the hearts of the people
of God.

So, Acts xiii. 38, 39. "Be it known to you, (saith the apostle) men
and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the
forgiveness of sins; and by him, all that believe are justified from all
things, from which they could not be justified by the law of Moses.
Well, what was the issue and fruit of all this? Mark it well, beloved;
though the jews grudged at this doctrine; and opposed it with might,
yet in ver. 4, 5. you shall see how welcome this message was to the
gentiles; "But when the gentiles, heard this, they were exceeding
glad, and glorified the word of the Lord; and as many as were
ordained to eternal life, believed."

You see the believing gentiles received this tidings with gladness,
and were filled with joy at the hearing of this doctrine; namely, the
discharge of their sins, that they were not imputed unto them, but



fully forgiven them.

Now, brethren, look upon the present time, you may see what
sadness fills the hearts and faces of men, even of Gods own people:
their lives are this day, as it were, in their hands; they are ready to
sink, their spirits are ready to fail them; they look every hour when
they shall be cut off by the sword; what bitterness is this wherein
they are! What now will stay up? What, the hope that our lives and
estates shall be spared? No, there is no certainty of that; but here is
that which will do it, when all is lost and gone, and the worst is
come, Christ hath all mine iniquity laid upon him; here is that that
will fill your-hearts with joy when other joys forsake you. God, in
Christ, is become my friend; he is at peace, with me, reconciled, and
will be good unto me; and still you shalt have ground to say,
"However it be, yet God is good to Israel, to them that are of a pure
heart:" that is, have their hearts purified by the blood of Christ. You
shall never have joy of heart, and settledness of spirit, (especially in
times of extremity) but in this one truth, that God himself is
reconciled unto you, that your sins are all blotted out, that you are
the beloved of the Lord, that he hath not one sin to charge upon you,
and that he will not deal in wrath with you. There is no bitterness of
spirit, nor cause of any, in the worst afflictions and calamities that
can come upon a person, if sin be taken away.

It is sin and only sin, that makes affliction bitter and heavy to men;
take away sin, and afflictions are flea-bitings; you will rejoice in
them, trample on them, see the love of God embracing you in them,
and carrying you through them. Look upon the apostles and
disciples of our Lord, and consider how they underwent their
afflictions, and the carriage of their spirits in them: when Paul and
Silas were whipped and covered with their own blood, and ready to
perish with their stripes, yet they were filled with joy, and sang in
prison. Why so; (may some say:) surely the reason was this, they
saw the Lord, he smiled upon them, and embraced them in his arms,
their sins being taken away from between God and them: hence was
their joy, else their afflictions would have sunk and swallowed them

up.
O! beloved, come life, come death, if Christ be yours, if your

iniquities be laid upon him, is well with you; both life and death will
be gain unto you; even death itself shall turn to your advantage.



Observe the resolution of Paul, who being assured that Christ was
his, "To me to live, is Christ, and to die is gain," Phil. i. 21. Neither
life nor death could come amiss to him; it is no matter which, for
whether I live or die, I am the Lords; therefore, if death come, it
shall be welcome, and if life be still spared, it shall be welcome.
Upon this consideration, that Christ was his, in another place he
saith, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is
able to keep that which I have committed unto him;" and, therefore,
he desired to be dissolved, and to be with Christ, that so he might
have the full fruition of him, and enjoy the nearest communion with
him. What is the reason that children tremble to come into the
presence of their father, but because they are afraid to be beaten,
thinking their father is displeased with them? If they knew that he
were satisfied for all the faults that they had done, they would come
cheerfully into his presence; even so a person will never come
cheerfully into the presence of the Lord, till he knows he is pleased
with him, and that his iniquities (that make variance) are taken
away, and laid upon Christ. This is joy unspeakable and glorious!

8. The Lord hath laid the iniquities of his people upon Christ, that
they may be able to serve the Lord more sincerely and freely, and
more uninterruptedly and cheerfully.

(1.) The Lord laid our iniquities upon Christ, that we might serve
him with more sincerity: men commonly think the consideration of
this to be the highway to make men careless in serving God; but
there is no better way to draw mens spirits forth unto upright,
sincere, and single-hearted service, than this. You know this
principle is grounded in the heart of all men, Charity begins at
home; every man seeks to serve himself first, and then, at leisure, he
will serve another. As long as you apprehend your own turn is not
yet served, your care shall be to serve yourselves; there will be no
service done to God; he shall have none of you, but so far as therein
you may serve yourselves: God must wait till your own turns be
served. For example, suppose you fast, pray, and mourn, or do any
other religions service; if you apprehend your own turns are not yet
served, there will be altogether a selfishness in the performance of
these duties: selfish ends and motives shall be the loadstones, and
they shall draw up your spirits in them; When you labour by fasting,
prayer, and seeking the Lord to prevail with him to take away his



displeasure and wrath, and such judgments that are upon us, or hang
over our heads, and to procure such good unto us, do you serve God
or no? Do you not serve yourselves? Nay, you serve not God, but
yourselves; when only yourselves put you upon the performance of
the duty.

But you will say, my sins trouble me, I must fast and pray, to get
them pardoned; except I repent, mourn, and humble myself I shall
die in them; therefore I must repent, mourn, and do this and that to
put away sins, "before I am gone from hence, and be no more seen;"
that I may have my discharge from them.

I answer, beloved, it is true, that as long as men think that their sins
are upon themselves, they cannot be at rest, but still the
consideration of them must needs draw them out on these services,
till some way be sought out to clear themselves of them. Where is
now that sincerity and singleness of heart, that a man ought to have,
in the service of the Lord? If he could but once be resolved that all
this business is already dispatched to his hands, then all this
selfishness would quickly die; if he could but once receive this, that
Christ hath so disposed of all his sins, and made an end of all
transgression, that there need not be tears, prayers, fastings, and
mournings, to cleanse it away; then the doing of duties, for this end,
would quickly end; then your end in them would be the glorifying of
God; you would serve him sincerely, and see that your prayers,
tears, fastings, and performances, were not appointed to rob him of
his service, by serving yourselves, and Christ of his glory, by putting
your services in the place of his, which only taketh away sin; but
only to glorify God, and to shew forth his goodness, from whom we
expect these things, and to make use of them only as ordinances
wherein the Lord hath promised to manifest himself to us: but while
men eye themselves, and their own good, in duties, they are their
own servants; they cannot be said to serve God in them; but, when a
man knoweth that the Lord hath perfectly saved him from his sins he
is for Gods glory, and his eye is upon that in all he doth; then he is
the Lords servant, and not his own, as saith the apostle, "Whether we
live, we live unto the Lord; or whether we die, we die unto the Lord;
whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lords," Rom. xiv. 8.

If, in duties, there be self-ends, you only live to yourselves, not to
God, at all, in them. Now, you would never live to yourselves, if you



did but see all finished by Christ, that there can be nothing added to
what he hath done for your perfect good and happiness; you would
then mind nothing else, but to set forth the glory of that grace that
hath so freely saved you; and shew unto the world that you are the
servants of the Lord, and at his beck, and that you are directly for
him in all you do; it is only this that puts men upon sincere service.

(2.) The Lord laid our iniquities upon Christ, that we might serve
him more uninterruptedly. What is it which causeth men to make so
many stops in performance of duties? One while the soul is upon the
wing in it, another while it is like a stock. The ground is this; one
while he is persuaded his iniquities are forgiven him, and this makes
him run on amain; another time he is in fears and doubts, his spirit is
troubled: he fears his sins lie still upon him, and that he shall be
called to account for them; he looks upon God as wrathful and
displeased with him for them; now he is bound up, he cannot stir
one foot; but because he conceives God frowns upon him, he dares
not come near him. Now, beloved, what an interruption is here in
duty, while it goes thus with him? but if he had this assurance, that
all his iniquities are laid upon Christ, and he discharged for ever, he
would go on without let or stop, then though sin be committed
through infirmity, yet if he be once persuaded, that God will not
charge it; and though he be under afflictions, yet he fears no
punishment; nor can affliction come upon him, as the desert of sin,
seeing he knows it was all laid upon Christ; then he goeth on
constantly and cheerfully; for he that hath Christ once, hath him as a
buckler to bear off indignation; though he commits such and such a
sin, he lies upon Christ as such, that can defend off every blow, that
none of this sin, or the desert of it, wounds and hurts him; so that he
shall be as able to work, in duties, as ever he was before sin was
committed; he is strong and active, and ready to all that God calls
him unto, as before. So far as he can find every stroke of God, for
his sins, did light upon Christ, so far he shall be fresh, run, and make
haste; and hence it comes to pass, that "they that trust in the Lord,
shall mount upon wings like eagles, shall run and not be weary,
walk and not faint;" because there is nothing, now remains to tire
and weary them, to wound and take off their spirits and their
strength.

(3.) The consideration of iniquity being laid upon Christ, enlarges



the spirit in service; he that hath the strength of the Lord to serve by,
can serve without fear; he is more able, and doth things far better
than he that hath his own strength only. If Christ be your's, God is
your's, all things are your's, and his power your's, engaged to your
help. Oh! then, what a mighty strength must you have, in
comparison of those that walk in their own, and do duty by it! But if
you be not resolved that your iniquities are laid upon Christ, you
cannot be resolved that he is yours; and then you cannot go forth in
his strength; and then how weak must you needs be in all your
services, when you have but your own strength to carry you on! no
Spirit, God, nor Christ, to assist you! But when you have him, his
Spirit, and power, how mightily shall your spirits be eased in prayer,
and in all duties of religion! how strong are you in the Lord, and the
power of his might, to resist the devil and all temptations! But, if the
strength of Christ be wanting, alas! how exceeding weak are we to
contend against such mighty enemies we are continually exercised
with! how unable to resist the least temptation! Now, if your
iniquities be laid upon Christ, then his strength is yours, and,
through that interest you have in him, you may boldly and cheerfully
go on in the power of his might.

9. The Lord laid our iniquities upon Christ, that at the appointed
time of the Father, the people of the Lord might enjoy the promised
inheritance. Beloved, there is no soul under heaven, shall see it;
there is no entrance into the heavenly Jerusalem, the inheritance of
the saints in light, but by laying our iniquities upon Christ: this is a
certain truth; heaven and earth shall pass away, before it shall be
nullified; "No unclean thing shall enter into the kingdom of heaven,"
Rev. xxi. 27.

Beloved, you must not expect to live a moment in this world,
wherein some sin will not be committed by you; and what can take it
away, but it being laid upon Christ? Let me tell you, that if God had
not laid the iniquities of men upon Christ, never a soul had entered
into heaven; none could have confidence at death, that they should
enter there; for there is no refuge to fly to, no hope of drawing near
to the everlasting kingdom, till the Lord Jesus Christ cleanse you
thoroughly from all sin and filthiness, and so you appear before God
perfect in holiness; it is his white raiment that makes persons worthy
to walk with him in light; wherefore the Lord counsels the church of



Laodicea, to buy of him white raiment, that her nakedness might not
appear in the sight of God himself. It is true, indeed, the Lord is
pleased to make mention of the good things that his people have
done, at the day of judgment: "Come, ye blessed of my Father,
receive the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of the
world: for I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat; [ was thirsty, and
ye gave me drink," &c. Matt. xxv. 34, 35. But observe, not any of all
this gives entrance into everlasting glory, no, not in any one clause:
though he makes mention of what good things the people of God did
here, yet this kingdom is not attributed unto that good, no, not so
much as prepared for it; for before you had done any good at all, the
kingdom was prepared, not for the good you should do, but of the
Fathers good will and pleasure, from the beginning; before ever thou
Wast born, and couldest do any thing, he provided a mansion for
thee, only out of mere grace and loving kindness: now, beloved, all
this considered should stir you up to cry out as the martyr did,
"None but Christ, none but Christ.'

Oh, forget every thing that seems worthy in you, or done by you;
and let all your triumphing and glorying be in the free grace of God,
in Christ, and look upon yourselves only in that and all things
coming to you, receive as flowing from that fountain only: and if
you have more ability than others in doing, let it not come into your
thoughts as an inducement to think better of yourselves, as if you
were more accepted of God, or pleasing in his sight. Are you sinful,
in respect of the prevalency of corruptions? Are the temptations of
satan mighty? Think not that you are worse, or less than others; for
iniquity shall not part Christ and thee, if thou be once joined to him.
Be not discouraged, Christ is more ready to receive thee, than thou
art to fly to him; come to him, therefore, and cast your conditions
upon him; for the greatest of sinners, usually, are the persons that
partake of the greatest mercies: publicans and harlots enter into the
kingdom of heaven, while the zealots and pharisees are shut out. If
you once close with the Lord, in the freeness of his grace, and cast
your souls upon this rock of your salvation, the Lord Christ, you are
past all danger: venture thy soul therefore upon him; he himself shall
miscarry, when thy soul shall miscarry that is committed unto him.



SERMON XXVIII

CHRIST IS OURS BEFORE WE HAVE
GRACIOUS QUALIFICATIONS

ISAIAH liii. 6.
And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."

YOU have heard before, beloved, many notable evangelical truths
thrust together in a narrow room, in these few words; the chief
mysteries of the gospel being set together, as thick as possibly they
can stand in this compass.

L. It is iniquity that the Lord hath laid upon Christ. 2. Our iniquity. 3.
It was the Lord himself that did it. 4. He hath done it already, it is
not now to be done. And, 5. It was laid upon Christ, and none other;
it was the most marvellous work that ever the Lord did, that he
should not only wound him for sin, but make him sin itself; and,
indeed, he could not compass his own great ends, except he had laid
it on him; and all the world would have sunk under it, save Christ
only: had God laid the creature as a foundation to bear the weight of
sin, it would have been dashed to pieces under it, and then the word
of God must have fallen to the ground; he should but have built
castles in the air, to lay the weight of sin upon the creature; therefore
he must have a rock, a foundation of stone, that let the weight be
what it will, it may be able to bear it; and that for all those nine ends
which we have formerly insisted upon.

There remains one considerable and remarkable truth, and that
which indeed those, whose spirits are any whit enlightened, thirst
most to be resolved and satisfied in; and that is, whose iniquities
they are, that the Lord hath laid upon Christ.

All this while, you will say, here is but a general discourse of the
iniquities of men being laid upon Christ, what is that to me? Many
mens iniquities may be laid upon him, and I never the better, if mine
be not. When a reprieve comes to a goal, what is this to such or such
a thief, that hath no interest in it? he dies as if there were none at all:



so peoples spirits, who out of self-love, hearing of a gracious grant,
look what share they have in it, are presently asking, as the disciples
in another case," Is it I1?" or, "Is it I?" Are mine iniquities laid upon
Christ? Now this text will give us some hint, whereby men may
know they have a share in this matter. I know this is commonly the
greatest outcry in the world; I fear this is not my case, that mine
iniquities are all laid upon Christ; therefore, beloved, I think it
would be labour well worth the time, if it were possible, to clear to
particular persons, how they might conclude to themselves from this
text; for here may be gathered a strong conclusion of their own
portion in this grant or grace. Beloved, though it be the greatest
query any heart (once made sensible of its own condition) can make,
how they may know their own interest in this grace of God; yet there
is nothing wherein persons remain so unsettled, as in this question;
how may I be assured my part lies here? The apostle speaks of the
"full assurance of faith," and of "coming to the throne of grace with
boldness." I am afraid that gross heart-clogging doctrine, that men
cannot be assured of their own salvation, is too much to be found
not one man among a thousand can say, all my iniquities are laid
upon Christ; it will be therefore an admirable piece of work, most
acceptable to the church and children of God, and a thing bringing
most glory to God, and comfort to his people, to undeceive them,
who by reason of mistaking the way of their own interest, after a
long labour after it, are further to seek of the knowledge of it, than
when they first began.

As I conceive, that whereat so many stumble, when they first enter
into this great case, whether they have interest in this grace, or not,
lieth in the trial of their estate: they lay down a ground work,
supposing it to be undeniable, which, indeed, is a deceiving of
persons in their search; namely, that there must be found in them,
who have propriety in this grace by Christ, some previous
dispositions and qualifications of spirit, as integrity, sound
repentance, conversion, and other fruits of sanctification: now they
lay it down for a position with themselves, that till they can find
themselves sanctified, and those graces of sanctification, by which
they try themselves, in themselves, they conclude, none of this grace
of Christ belongs to them; so that they fall upon some graces, such
as they call out to themselves, and then they try whether they have
them in them, and what proportion they find them in them; and if



their hearts do not answer to these they have set before them, they
presently conclude, that no grace of Christ belongs to them.

Now, beloved, my heart's desire is, that in this great business,
wherein so great comfort of God's people consist, men may be built
upon clear and proper grounds; that so they being undeceived, may
find out the way which the Lord useth whenever he giveth
satisfaction to his people, of their interest in Christ.

You may find it as the Lord hath chalked it out to you; and this, [ am
sure, a man may dare to lay hold upon his own proper portion in this
grace and grant of the Lord, not only whensoever the Lord is pleased
to hold it out, but also upon those terms he holds it out, if you will
call them so: sure, I say, as the conditions are by which they may
claim interest in Christ, those being granted and found, the soul may
close with the grace of God: now all the difficulty lieth in this,
whether the Lord propounds to men, that there shall be no part in
Christ, nor grace by him, till they find their spirits, souls, and bodies,
sanctified throughout; or whether the Lord holds out the grant of
pardon of sin, without such previous qualifications, or no; there lieth
the greatest scruple in this particular.

I doubt not but to ingenuous spirits, I shall make it clear, that the
grace of laying iniquity upon Christ, is appliable by forgiveness of
sins, to persons before ever there be the least measure of
sanctification in works at all; and being applied by the Lord's own
grant, there may be safety and security in applying the same by
faith, without regard or respect, to sanctification, in any measure
whatsoever.

But you will say, peradventure, the text seems to make against it,
rather than for it; for it saith, "The Lord hath laid on him the
iniquities of us all:" from whence you will argue thus; us doth take
in the prophet himself, with the rest of whom he spake; and the
prophet was renewed and sanctified when he spake thus, and so may
all the rest be, of whom he spake and that, therefore, this grace of
laying iniquity upon Christ, is applied unto persons when they are
sanctified.

For answer to this, though the prophet speaks of himself as one
interested in this; yet it will be clear, (whether he were sanctified, or
no, it is not material) that he had no reference to himself as a



sanctified person; namely, that this grace was applied to him as
such.

That this may be clear to you, note the foregoing words: there you
see, that he is so far from having regard to sanctification of spirit,
before laying of iniquities upon Christ, that he takes into
consideration no other condition but the most wretched, sinful, and
forlorn estate, creatures can be brought into: mark the words well,
"All we, (there he brings in himself) like sheep have gone astray, we
have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him
the iniquities of us all."

Now the question is, whose iniquities they are, that are laid upon
Christ; the text saith, "The iniquities of us." Who are the us? It is us
"that like sheep have gone astray, and turned every one to his own
way." Now what is it for sheep to go astray? Sheep, you know, are
then straggling, when they are from their shepherd; it is not being
now in one pasture, and then in another, that argues a sheep's going
astray; for if the shepherd be with them in this pasture now, and in
another to-morrow, still they are not gone astray. Sheep are then
astray, when they are from their shepherd, and those pastures that he
hath appointed for them: so that for men to go astray, is to go from
God their shepherd; "The Lord is my shepherd," saith David, Psalm
xxiii. 1. Mark now, the iniquities of these persons are laid upon
Christ, who strayed in that they departed from the living God; now
what renewed qualifications can be possibly imagined to be in a
man, that is departed from God? "My people have committed two
evils, they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters," Jer. ii.
1:5. There is a departing from God, a great evil it is indeed; and you
shall see there is an impossibility of believing when there is such a
departing from the living God: "Take heed, (saith the apostle) lest
there be in any or you, an evil heart of unbelief, to depart from the
living God," Heb. iii. 12. It is most certainly true, there is an evil
heart of unbelief, while there is a departing from God. Faith, you
know, is the first of all gifts God bestows upon a soul, and all other
graces, as they call them, follow that faith that Christ gives to men;
so that, if there be not a believing, there can be no graces of
sanctification at all. But while men are departing from the living
God, there remains in them an evil heart of unbelief; and yet though
there be a departing from God, and straying like lost sheep, the



iniquities of these persons, considered as departed from God, are
laid upon Christ. "We turned every one to his own way:" here he
sets out fully, the self-willedness, and extravagancies of persons;
what is it for a man to turn to his own way, but to proceed on, in his
purpose alone, without regard to what God saith to him? The
Israelites, when they lived without a king, "Every man did that
which seemed good in his own eyes." This then is the true meaning
of the word, (turned to his own way) that men do what is good in
their own eyes; and yet it is the iniquities of these men, that have
thus turned to their own ways, which the Lord hath laid upon Christ.

From whence I lay down this conclusion, that this grace of the
Lord's laying iniquity upon Christ, is certainly applied unto persons,
even while they are departed from the living God, are lost sheep, are
turned every one to their own ways, before they have amended
them.

And because this is a truth that is so hardly received, seeming to
give such way to looseness, as some most unjustly and wickedly
calumniate the truth; seeing it finds so little favour, though it
contains so many great and inestimable comforts:. I shall endeavour,
through the Spirit of Christ, to bring such manifest scriptures, and so
undeniable, to clear the truth of it, that he must fight against his own
knowledge that, opposeth it; namely, that the laying of iniquity of
any person upon Christ, is before they can find the least degree of
gracious qualifications, or sanctification wrought in them; and
therefore it is a most fearful injury unto a man's self, and a forsaking
a man's own mercy to conclude, that there is no grace for me,
because I cannot find such and such things in me, as universal
obedience, sanctification, and the like.

You shall plainly see when grace is applied unto persons, and of
what conditions, by that of the psalmist, Psalm Ixviii. 18. "Thou hast
ascended up on high, (it is spoken of Christ, for so the apostle
explains it) thou hast led captivity captive, and hast received gifts
for men, even for the rebellious;" mark well, "even for the
rebellious, that the Lord God may dwell among them." Who is that
them? "The rebellious:" and how comes the Lord God to dwell
amongst them? "Thou hast received gifts for them."

But, beloved, this you must know, that there is no evil dwells with



God; he stands fully off, and separate from all iniquity: "Your
iniquities, (saith the prophet,) separate between you and your God:"
there must be a taking away of iniquity, before there can be a
receiving graciously, as you have it, Hosea xiv. 2, 3. As long as
there is iniquity to be charged upon any person, there is no receiving
graciously; but the Lord stands afar off, there is no dwelling of God
with wickedness; therefore, seeing he cannot dwell with men where
iniquity is, Christ received gifts for men, that he might dwell among
the rebellious.

Now this seems to be a paradox, and indeed all the doctrines of the
gospel are paradoxes to carnal men. How can these words stand
together, that the Lord dwells among rebellious persons, and yet
cannot dwell with wickedness? Is there not wickedness in rebellion?
I answer, beloved, there is wickedness in rebellion, in the nature of
it; but, saith the text, "Thou hast received gifts, that the Lord God
may dwell among such rebellious ones:" as much as to say; though
this, or that person, actually rebel from time to time, yet for all this,
Christ hath so received gifts of the Father, that the loathsomeness
and hatefulness of this rebellion is laid upon the back of Christ; he
bears the sin, as well as the blame and shame of that iniquity and
rebellion: so that though this or that person do act it, yet all the
hatefulness thereof is laid upon Christ, and God satisfied himself in
him; and that is the only reason why it comes to pass that God can
dwell with them that act the thing, because all the filthiness and
hatefulness of it is transacted from them upon Christ?*

*That the filth of sin should be transferred from men, and
laid on Christ, is by many objected to; but is no other than
what has been affirmed by divines, ancient and modern.
Gregory of Nyssa, speaking of Christ, says, Vol. 1. p. 491.
"having transferred to himself, the filth of my sins, he
imparted to me his own purity." And in p. 767, "The pure
and harmless one took upon him, or received, the filth of
human nature.” And again, Vol. II. p. 785. "Purity was, in
our filth, but the filth did not touch that purity." Calvin, on
John xix. 17. has these words, after having observed that
Christ was made sin, and a curse for us, "That he was led
without the city, that he might take with him out of the way,
sordes nostras que illi impositae erant, our filth which was



laid upon him.—No otherwise could the guilt of all our sins
be abolished, but by the Son of God being made filth for us;
we see him forced into an execrable place, quasi omni
sceleerum congerie pollutum, as if defiled with the whole
mass of sins, that he might then appear accursed before God
and men." Piscator, on Luke ii. 21. remarks that the law of
purification was observed by Mary, to leach us, "That Christ
pure and undefiled in his own nature, sordes nostrorum
peccatorum in sese recepisse, took upon himself the filth of
our sins, that he might wash them away in his own blood."
So Joshua, the high-priest, a type of Christ, is represented as
cloathed with filthy garments; nor can sin and filth be
seperated, Zech. iii. 3. See my Truth defended, page 42-53.

But for the person himself, you see plainly he is considered here in
no other condition, but as an actor of rebellion itself; and the Lord is
come to dwell with him, even while he is a rebellious person. Now I
would fain know, what previous qualification, renovation, and
sanctification, can possibly be supposed, or imagined, in persons
considered only as rebels; for here persons are considered under no
other notion. The Holy Ghost doth not say, that the Lord takes
rebellious persons, and fits, and prepares them by sanctification, and
then, when they are fitted, he will come and dwell with them; but
even then, without any intermission, even while they are rebellions,
Christ hath received gifts for them, that the Lord God may dwell
among them.

And if this be not clear enough, look into that golden passage, never
enough to be repeated, and resorted unto, for the sweetness lying in.
it, namely, Ezek. xvi. 7, 8, 9, 10. consider there, I pray you, of what
case or condition the Lord speaks of that people; "Thy father was an
Amorite, and thy mother was an Hittite, and in the day of thy
nativity, thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed with water
to supple thee, &c. no eye pitied thee, to do any of these things unto
thee; and thou wast in thy blood." Mark what kind of filthiness the
Lord expresseh this to be namely, such as no eye, could pity the
person that was defiled with it, to do any of these things to it; his
filthiness was such that made all to abhor him, as not so much as to
come near, and do any good to him. Here was his estate; now what
did the Lord do in that condition? "When I passed by thee, and saw



thee polluted in thy blood, I said unto thee, live:" not when I saw
thee washed from thy blood, cleansed and fitted for me by
repentance, and newness of life, &c. then. I had pity on thee no, but
when I saw thee polluted in thy blood, then I said unto thee, live."
There was not the least distance of time between the pollution, and
the life the Lord communicated.

But some will say, where the Lord gives sanctification, there he
gives life, and then he gives Christ, and fixeth his love, doth he not?

No, saith the prophet, but "The time of thy blood was the time of my
love." And what doth God do in this time? "I spread my skirt over
thee," even then in the time of blood; for what need were there of a
skirt to cover, if them were no filthiness to be covered? So that you
see the time of love was a time of blood. He doth not take away this
blood by sanctification, and new qualifications and dispositions; but
he takes it away from his own sight and charge first; and this he
calls the spreading of a skirt over this person thus polluted. And is
this all? No, he goeth further; "I spread my skirt over thee, and I
sware unto thee, and entered into covenant with thee." Mark how
completely a person is possessed of all the privileges of Christ, the
very covenant itself established upon him, and God is become his
own, and all this in the time of blood. And how doth it appear, that
he is actually, and really become God's own, even at this time? From
these words, "Thy time was the time of love:" but it may be out of
doubt, if you mark what follows, that there is no ground for men to
think there should be sanctification, when God first enters into
covenant; "I swore unto thee, and thou becamest mine; then washed
I thee with water, and thoroughly washed away thy blood:" what,
when there was something going before of sanctification, some
previous qualification? No, no; but there was first entering into
covenant, and God's becoming their God, and then washing with
water, With what water, the water of sanctification, or justification?
You will say, it may be, (as is generally conceived) of sanctification
to me it seems, to be the washing of justification by the blood of
Christ; for, saith the text, "I washed thee with water, yea, |
thoroughly washed away thy blood." Now we know that the best
sanctification in the world doth not perfectly cleanse a person,
therefore it must be washing of justification: but suppose it be the
washing of sanctification, it is most plain that this is a fruit of a



person's interest in Christ, and follows his being actually in him, and
doth not go before: "Then washed I thee with water, yea, I
thoroughly washed away thy blood, and then I put ornaments upon
thee," as it follows; this is, after I had sworn unto thee, and entered
into covenant with thee.

To clear this further, look into Isaiah. xlii, 6. and you plainly see,
that a person hath not only part in Christ, but possession of him, and
all his privileges, by imutation, before there be the least measure of
sanctification: the words are these; "I will give thee for a covenant to
the people, and a light to the gentiles, to open the blind eyes, and to
bring the prisoners out of prison." Here is a deed of gift; here, you
see, Christ is made over to be the covenant of persons, even the
covenant of God's giving over himself. And what is that covenant?
"I will be their God, and they shall be my people; and your sins and
your iniquities will I remember no more." This is the substance of
the covenant; Christ is this covenant, and he himself is given over to
men; as much as to say, in Christ I will become thy God; in him I
will remember thy sins no more; this have I given in him to yon: but
when doth the Lord pass over this to men? When they are first
renewed? When they first believe? Have they the knowledge of
God, and of themselves, before he makes this deed of gift over to
them? Mark what follows, you shall see all the qualifications of
sanctification must not only follow Christ given, but they are the
very work of Christ himself, after he is given; "I will give thee for a
covenant, to open the blind eyes." see that the opening of the blind
eyes of men, and the bringing of prisoners out of prison, is the main
end for which Christ was given by God to be a covenant to men; and
Christ himself is the means by which that end may be compassed.

Now, you know beloved, that though the end of things be first in
intention, yet it is the last in execution; this being the end for which
Christ was given to open blind eyes; and he, as the covenant, being
the means by which they should be opened; it must follow, that the
means must be existing, and present, to do the thing, before the
things can be done by them. If a workman be to build a house, he
must be prepared before the house can be built by him; you cannot
build a house and the workman come afterwards; but he comes first,
and then he builds the house. It is the Lord sanctifies people, opens
their eyes, unshackles them, and brings them out of the bonds of sin,



to run and not be weary, and to walk and not faint, in the way of
God's commandments; but God doth not renew and sanctify men,
and then give Christ to them, being sanctified; but he gives Christ,
and he being given, and present first, then he sanctifies them.

What qualifications can you find in blind and shackled persons,
bound up under the bonds of satan, even dead in trespasses; seeing
the first work that the Lord works upon any person, is to open the
eyes to see him, and themselves? Now Christ must be present,
because he is given to do the thing, before it can be done; all the
world cannot do it without him, whether it be the opening of the eye
of faith, or knowledge: if it be the eye of faith. Christ is said to be
"the author and finisher" of it; and he must come and open the eyes
of men to believe, before they can believe: if it be the eye of
knowledge, we "must all be taught of God," as we are in covenant,
with him, before ever we shall come to know God; for that is one
part of his covenant, when he gives himself to be the God of people,
and when he will remember their sins no more.

Our Saviour speaks as plainly himself as all the texts in scripture
can, when he would point out, to the jews, for whom he died and
became sin; "I came to save that which was lost." What
qualifications, I pray you, can you find in a lost person? He may be
lost, you will say, but he may be renewed and sanctified for all that?
No, saith he, "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance:" the meaning is, if a man will be holy, righteous, and
sanctified, and will come to me afterwards; I came not to call such
as are righteous already, but such as are not, even sinners. The
apostle speaks the same in the fourth, fifth, and sixth, chapters to the
Romans; namely, that the Lord gives Christ, and a portion in him,
with out regard to any thing that a man doth. In the latter end of the
third chapter, he disputed, at large, against all manner of works
added to, or present with, a person to be justified, and then draws to
a peremptory conclusion; "Therefore I conclude, that a person is
justified without the deeds of the law;" whereby he doth not only
exclude any righteousness of our's, from having any operative power
to concur in the laying of iniquity upon Christ, but excludes all
manner of works men can do, to be present, and existent in persons,
when God justifies them; he doth not mean only that he is justified
without the concurrence of them to justification, but even without



the being of them, and presence, in the person so to be justified;
there is nothing to be done by man as a preparation to his
justification. This he makes more plain, in the next verse; he tells us
there, that the circumcised and uncircumcised are both one with God
in justifying them: it is no matter to him what they be, he justifieth
the uncircumcision as well as the circumcision.

But you will say, What is it for a person to be considered as
uncircumcised? Circumcision, you know, was the first act of God
manifesting, himself to the people of the jews, by, which he invited
them into his church; and a person, uncircumcised, is considered as
altogether in the estate in which he was born by nature. Now if
circumcision itself be not requisite to justification, then, certainly,
there is no foregoing work to come in; this being the first that is
done: but the apostle makes it more plain in the beginning of the
fourth chapter; for he tells us expressly, "If a man be justified by
works, he hath whereof to glory, but not before God:" and again, "If
it be of works, the reward is not of grace, but of debt." You,
whoever you are, that require previous work's sanctification, or any
thing else, to come and shew itself in you, that so you may apply the
justification of Christ to you; do you not now bring in works, as that
which must give you rest? If you bring them in to have such efficacy
in them, that they must be there, or you can have no justification; is
not here justification by works, and must you not account it a debt?
When I am thus and thus qualified, then Christ must be mine; is not
there a bringing some thing to God, that you may have your interest
sealed? Is not there a bringing of works to him, to commend you to
him?

But observe the words following, "Not to him that workelh, but to
him that believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly." Mark, this is
that which the apostle beats at namely, to shew the dispositions and
qualifications of men in their justification: God, saith he, justifieth
men, not as they are working men, but as they are ungodly: whoever
thou art that wilt be a working person, and, as thou art one, wilt
apply thy justification, know this, the apostle saith it is, "Not to him
that worketh." Whosoever it be that will apply this justification,
interest in Christ, and pardon of sin aright, must look upon himself,
not as a working, but as an ungodly person; then he shall apply to
himself as God applies it: God applies it to the ungodly; and if thou



wilt apply it as he applies it, and no otherwise, thou must apply it to
a person considered as such, and no otherwise.

I will establish this truth somewhat further, for I know it is flung at,
and will find great opposition. Look into Rom. v. 6, 8, 10. you shall
there see it expressly delivered by the apostle, who strikes it stark
dead; namely, that holding the contrary to this, that we are justified,
considered as ungodly, is absolutely false; "When we were yet
without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly." Where
are your qualifications, while there is no strength? These stand in
performances, in being able to do this and that; but men are
considered here; as being without strength, and Christ died for them
as such, and not only so, but as they were ungodly and sinners; "If
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us:" Christ considered us
as sinners, in the condition of sin, and in no other, and in this
consideration, laid down his life. Ver. 10. he speaks more to the
purpose: in the former, but privatively, being only considered as
ungodly, that is, persons void of godliness; but here, positively, as
they were enemies; so saith he, "When we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son." Mark this place,
beloved, I dare be bold to say, this text shall be able to answer all the
objections of thy heart, if thou hast but a heart given thee, so much
as to look after Christ, to have him, if thou might; even all that thy
heart can raise against thee, from the consideration of thy own
vileness, or wickedness of heart and life:" "While we were enemies"
&c. What qualifications can this person have, considered in no other
condition but in a state of enmity of fighting against God? Whoever
thou art, doth thy heart tell thee, that when the word of God comes
home to thee, thou flieth in the face of the minister, yea, of God
himself, thy heart, rising against him? Yet notwithstanding all this,
here may be reconciliation for thee. Yea, you will say, when once
tamed: no, saith the text, "While we were enemies, we were
actually, reconciled;" not were reconcileable, or capable of
reconciliation; or when amended, and had laid down our weapons,
we should be reconciled; but in the state of enmity we were
reconciled.

Now put all these together, and they amount to that much. Wouldest
thou know that thou art interested in this privilege and grace; of
laying iniquity upon Christ? What hinders, thee that thou canst not



take thy share and portion in it? Oh! thou sayest, thou art a wicked
wretch, thou hast no heart to any godliness in the world; suppose
this to be true, I say, even while thou art going astray, and turnest to
thy own ways, thy iniquities are laid on Christ; you will say, this
cannot be surely. Beloved, I answer, I would fain know what it is
that can make void the truth of it; there is no scripture can contradict
what I have said, except it contradicts itself, which is impossible.

But all this while you will say, this doth not satisfy me, that I am one
of them, that have share in this grace, of having my iniquities laid
upon Christ; for there are many ungodly persons that yet never had
any part in Christ, nor never shall.

Beloved, let me tell you, the secrets of the Lord are with himself;
only the names of particular persons are written in the book of life;
but they are not written in the word, and works of the law: but what
hinders, but that thou mayest have as good a portion in him, as heart
can wish, being considered in thyself merely ungodly? I will put this
case: there comes forth an act of general pardon to all thieves and
murderers; it is made to all that will come and take their share; now
I ask this question, suppose a person be a thief, and a traitor, what
need his name in particular be mentioned in this pardon? may he not
assume as certainly his own particular, interest in that general grant,
as if he were specified by name? All thieves that will, may come in,
as well as if their names were written particularly in the
proclamation.

Again, it is as sufficient for the satisfaction of a man, the general
tender of free grace and pardon of sin to all sinners, as if his name in
particular were set down in that tender. If all thieves without
exception, have a pardon tendered, and I know I am a thief, this is
enough for me; I may know, I may be sure, that I am therein
pardoned, as well as any other.

Beloved, the Lord's grant of laying iniquity upon Christ, is as much
as a grant of a general pardon to all thieves and traitors, and as
generally and freely exhibited as that can be; for it runs in this tenor,
"Every one that wilt, let him come, and take the water of life freely,"
Rev. xxii. 17.

Now hath the Lord given thee a heart to come, that thou wouldest
fain have Christ if thou durst, fain thou wouldest that all thy



iniquities should be taken from thee to be laid upon him. Beloved,
the Lord saith expressly unto you, "Every one that will, let him
come:" have you but a mind to come and take him, your coming and
taking is your security: Christ is a liar (with all reverence be it
spoken) if he turn off any that come to him;" He that comes to me, |
will in no wise cast him off," John vi. 37. Doest thou come to Christ,
and doth he cast thee off?" He denies himself then; for he saith, "I
will in no wise cast thee off." And thus much may be sufficient to
assure thee, that notwithstanding any sinfulness which thou findest
in thyself, thou mayest boldly come unto Christ, and commit thyself
unto him, as to an all-sufficient Saviour.



SERMON XXIX

INHERENT QUALIFICATIONS ARE DOUBTFUL EVIDENCES
FOR HEAVEN

Isaiah liii. 6.
"And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."

THE iniquity that was laid upon Christ, is the iniquity of us all: that
is the last point proposed; there are two things mainly considerable
in it.

1. Whose iniquities they are that the Lord laid upon Christ.

2. How nparticular persons may come to know whether their
iniquities are laid on him. The former were dispatched, the last day;
the iniquities that the Lord laid upon Christ, were not the iniquities
of the righteous, but of sinners; the iniquities of such, "Who like
sheep-have gone astray, and turned every one to their own way:"
this I have shewed at large, and abundantly cleared it: there is no
sinfulness in which a person stands, can possibly be a bar to the
discharge of him, from such sins, and the charging of Christ with
them; but I must not dwell upon things I have already delivered.

I come to the second particular: how particular persons may come to
know certainly concerning their own estate; whether or no the grace
intended, and held out in this text, concerns them; and whether the
Lord means them in special, when he said, "He laid on Christ the
iniquities of us all." If any man fall upon the trial of a title, he must
produce his evidences, that it may be clear; and these must be of that
nature, that they are not dubious and litigious; that may rather
administer more and greater controversies, than put an end to the
question in hand.

There are many disputes in the world, and the arguments brought to
put an end to them; commonly make them greater than before; and it
is certainly true in the present case. When there arise disputes in the
hearts of the people, to resolve this question, whether they are
discharged of their sins or no; they produce such and such



evidences, and try the strength of them with such: eagerness, that the
question is farther, off from being resolved, than before the dispute
began. He that will clear his title to the interest he hath in this grant
of God, must make use of those evidences that God hath given for
that very purpose and they that shall make use of other, will but
make a greater controversy in their own spirits, and more
doubtfulness than there was before. I know that among tender
consciences, there is nothing pursued with so much vehemency of
spirit, earnestness and zeal of affection, as to attain to know
certainly they have a part and portion in this grace. Oh! think they, if
we could but be once satisfied of this, that our iniquities were all
done away in Christ, we have what our hearts could desire. Beloved,
it is to be considered, in so great a pursuit, and such earnestness of
spirit to attain the end, why there is so little satisfaction to the spirits
of men; scarce one of a thousand that makes the search, whether
they huge an interest in this grace, can attain to a final resolution;
but, after they have searched, there remains some rub or other, that
they are unsatisfied for the time: some mistake certainly there must
be, either in the ground, or conclusion, or inference of the dispute;
either they lay down arguments that have no strength, in them, or if
they have, they have not draw right inferences and conclusions from
them. In all resolutions concerning a case of conscience; there is
always a syllogism, a natural one I mean; for the case still goes thus,
he that would be certain that his portion is in this grace, must first
take the argument from the word itself; then he must draw his
assumption from what he finds in himself, agreeing with the word,
and so deduce his conclusion from them both, after this manner: he
that is thus and thus, his sins are forgiven him; but I am thus and
thus, therefore my sins are forgiven me.

Now, beloved, either we lay down a false foundation, or at least one
that cannot be cleared; or else we make a corrupt assumption from
thence, so that we, cannot gather a certain conclusion.

I conceive, therefore, it might be a welcome business, if it were
possible, to draw forth such evidences as are without all exception:
but, before this can be done, there must be a taking away of the
common mistakes of men; I shall therefore, beloved, endeavour
these two things.

First. To shew where the mistake lieth, that this question is so rarely



resolved; and then shew what it is that will resolve it satisfactorily.

When persons are eager upon the satisfaction of their own spirits,
concerning their interest in this grace of pardon and discharge from
sin; I find that usually in the entrance on this trial, and search, they
run immediately to some qualifications in themselves, and fruits of
sanctification; which must make up the conclusion for them, or else
they will not, they dare not, make their conclusion to their own
comfort. I mean briefly and plainly thus; the common way of people
is to try themselves by signs and marks, drawn from their
sanctification and performances; and as these will make up the
conclusion they desire, so they sit down satisfied with their
condition: but nothing makes up their conclusion, but premises
taken from their sanctification. How litigious and doubtful a course
this is, to resolve the spirits of men, I doubt not but I shall make very
clear to you, by and by, and therein shew how much men are
mistaken, and how far wide they are from the conclusion they
desire; while no other premises shall serve the turn, but what their
own sanctification, qualifications, and dispositions can afford.

But to come more closely to the business, give me leave, beloved, to
take into consideration, and so to propose to you the weakness of the
most remarkable, signs, by which people use to try themselves, I
shall, pass by those that are of less consequence, and instance in
those that are usual, and most pressed upon, as building marks.

1. It is well known that this is one of the most remarkable signs, by
which a person must know his portion in the grace of God through
Christ, namely, universal obedience: when any man goes to
examine, Am I a child of God? Are my sins forgiven if they be, then
I have universal obedience: and then follows the search, Have 1 it, or
no? If the heart saith, I have, then all is well: if it says, no, it is then
conceived presumption to conclude a portion in Christ: this is the
common way of trial. How weak this mark of universal obedience
is, to resolve a soul concerning his portion in the grace of God, I
shall make clear to you; for certainly it cannot resolve the question
as men would have it.

1. There is no person under heaven, believer, or unbeliever, that hath
universal obedience; and therefore it should be a mark, without
which there can be no certainty of interest in Christ, no person under



heaven can have assurance of interest in him.

2. I shall make it appear to you, that suppose there be such an
universal obedience as men aim at, yet that is not enough to satisfy
of interest in Christ.

1. There is no such thing in the heart and practice of man under
heaven, as universal obedience, especially taking it as most do.
When men stand upon it, to try themselves by this, what is it? There
is one expression will make it appear, what they mean by it; for you
find the way of trial runs thus: one leak, think they, is enough, to
sink a ship; one dead fly to putrify a whole box of ointment; one
drop of poison, though in a cup of the sweetest wine, to suffocate the
life of him that drinks it. Now mark their inference from hence: in
case there be one leak in me, this will sink me for ever; one dead fly
in me, this will putrify all good things in me; and if but one drop of
poison in me, it will choak me quite, Now, I beseech you, mark, if
this be a sign, by which a man can come to know whether he be in
Christ; let me see the man that dares say there is not one leak in him;
not one dead fly in the precious box of grace that he saith is in his
heart; not one drop of poison in his wine of obedience? If there be
any of these, where is this universal obedience? The truth indeed is,
universal obedience takes in all manner of obedience whatsoever;
that which is universal, takes in all particulars; for universality is
nothing else but a concurrence of all particulars met together. Either
then there must be a complete obedience to the whole law, without
failing in one jot or tittle, or else there is not, there cannot be
universal obedience.

But some will say, We do not mean, by universal obedience, an
exact performance of every tittle of the law, for that we know no
man can reach unto; but the mark we try ourselves by, is an
universal purpose of heart unto obedience, or the purpose of heart to
yield universal obedience; and this a man must try himself by, and
must find in himself, or else he cannot make up this conclusion, that
he hath a portion in the grace of God by Christ. If he have a fall
purpose and respect of heart to all God's commandments; if he can
find it so, then it is well; but if he cannot, then all is nought.

Let us take universal obedience in this sense, for a full purpose of
heart to obey the whole will of God, though there be not ability to



perform every thing whereunto there is such a purpose: if this be the
mark you try yourselves by, then I would fain know whether by full
purpose of heart, you understand a constant purpose of heart, or else
by fits, and at sometimes. If any say, they try themselves by the
purpose of their hearts at such and such times, and confess that there
is not a constancy of it; then let me tell you, such purposes of heart
that are taken notice of at such and such times, cannot be signs-of a
man's having interest in Christ: you know the wickedest men in the
world have their good moods and resolutions sometimes, and from
the heart indeed: take a man upon his sick bed, and tell him of his
former course of life, and of God's grace, he will say, if God restore
him to his health, he will lead a better life than he hath done; and his
heart is not feigned in what he saith; he speaks all this from his
heart, and really intends it. Now, if a purpose of heart by fits, be a
mark and sign of a man's interest in Christ, it may be so to a man
that hath no portion in him at all; and so can be no certain mark or
evidence to those that desire to try themselves by it.

But if they say this purpose of heart, to yield obedience to all God's
commandments, is a constant purpose of heart, and that it is always
set toward them; and God can read the inclination of their hearts to
him and his service, to be constant, though to perform the same be
not present always with them: well, if, you mean this, then let me
tell you, there is no person under heaven, able to say truly from an
unfeigned heart, that he hath a constant purpose and inclination to
the whole will of God: and I appeal to the spirits of every one of
you, that go this way to work; is there a constant inclination in your
spirits to the whole will of God always? "What meaneth then the
bleating of the sheep, and the lowing of the oxen in your ears?" I
ask, beloved, whether this stands with such a constant purpose and
inclination, to have untoward risings of heart, repining and
murmuring thoughts against many truths, of the will of God
revealed? Sometimes you are present in the house of the Lord,
attending upon the manifestation of his will; it is his. will you should
do so and so; is there always an inclination of heart to this particular
service? Doth it stand with a constant inclination of heart to it, to be
weary of it, to be indisposed to it, and to have contradiction in your
spirits against it? Now whose hearts are not privy to a world of this
indisposition, crossness, drawing back, and pulling in the shoulders
from such and such services as God calls us out unto? Take crosses



and afflictions, for example, they are the fruits of the love of God,
the Lord hath declared that they shall bring forth the peaceable fruits
of righteousness," Heb. xii. 11. Are your hearts inclined, and are the
constant purposes of your spirits to this pleasure of God? Do you
"count it all joy when ye fall into them?" as James directs, James 1.
2. How comes it to pass then that there should be so much
reluctancy and opposition of spirit to the will of God, if the constant
purpose and inclination of the heart were towards it? Now, beloved,
mark it well, do but compare this indisposition of the spirit to this
will of God, with the disposition of the spirit to it; you shall find by
your own experience mostly, there is a real indisposition, rather than
a real affection to the thing: how then can this be called a constant
inclination of heart to the whole will of God, when, in most things,
there is an averseness of spirit to it.

But to take up the business, that it may be without all contradiction:
suppose we grant a person hath a constant purpose and inclination of
heart to the whole will of God; nay, reaches the very practice, of the
will of God, according, to that purpose of heart. Suppose upon
search, and trial of universal obedience, you are able to find, not
only that your heart's are to all the commandments of God; but that
you walk in them all, even blameless. You will say, this is a good
mark, a man may rest satisfied with this, i. e. conclude thereby that
he hath a portion in the grace of God: but give me leave to deal
plainly and truly with your spirits. I must tell you, if it be found thus
with you, both in respect of purpose and practice, yet this very sign
is not sufficient to clear to you, that there is a portion in Christ, in
respect of it. For that cannot be a mark to a person that he hath part
in Christ, that is common to wicked, as well as good men, Can any
man say, I know I have eyes to see, and hands that have motion in
them, and because I am so, I know I am a child of God? Do not the
most wicked men in the world see with their eyes, and move with
their hands? If this be a mark, why may not they know themselves to
be in Christ, as well as a believer? But you will say, the case is not
alike, there is no wicked man can attain to universal obedience; if
they may in purpose of heart, yet certainly not in practice: to
understand the truth of this, look in Phil. iii. 6, where you will find
the the make a narration of the condition of his life while he was a
pharisee, and a persecutor of the church of God, and the frame of it;
after he was called home to Christ. Its the description of his



condition, he tells us what sect he was of, namely; a pharisee, men
that were the most strict and austere of all others: and among other
things, saith he, "Concerning zeal, I persecuted the church of God,
and touching the righteousness of the law, I was blameless;" that is it
I would have you observe, touching the righteousness of the law,
blameless.

Now, I would fain know of any man, what difference there is
between that universal obedience to the whole will of God, which
they look after, and a blamelessness of life touching the law. He that
sins, and fails over and over again, of know- ledge, is this man a
blameless man in his life? Certainly, beloved, the apostle walked
exceeding exactly, and he doth not say simply he was blameless as
to those among whom he lived; for they, perhaps, might not judge of
righteousness according to the law, but according to their own
esteem: but, saith he, "touching the righteousness, of the law, I was
blameless;" that is, a righteousness according to the revealed will of
God, in which was thus blameless. Now if this be a mark or a sign,
that a man hath interest in Christ, namely, being righteous in his
conversation, then Paul, while a persecutor of the church, had a
mark and sign that he was in Christ: but consider, though he clears
himself, as a man walking blamelessly before his conversion: yet he
was so far from thinking this blamelessness according to the
righteousness of the law, to be a sign of his interest in Christ, that he
abhors it, is ashamed of it, and accounts it very dung.

It is true, while he was in his pharisaism, he accounted this
blamelessness of his according to the law his exceeding gain. Oh!
thought he, this will bear me out, it shall certainly be well with me;
herein he accounted it gain: "But, (saith that which wan gain to me, I
accounted loss:" serve it well, he is so far from making it a mark, or
sign of interest in Christ, that he accounts it but loss. "And
doubtless, I account all things but dung, that I may be found in
Christ, not having mine own righteousness according to the law."
Though he found a righteousness according to the law in himself,
yet he doth not treasure it up as a precious thing to comfort his heart,
and as a certain mark to rest upon; but, and in respect of satisfying
it, he counts it as dung, and casts it away; and will not be found in it;
but only in the righteousness of God by faith.

How can any man imagine that that should be a mark, that Paul,



after conversion, esteemed but as dung? Surely, marks and
evidences of interest in Christ, must be of better price; marks that
will bring comfort, may justly be more precious in the eyes of men
after conversion, than dung; therefore, for ought I can see, let a man
find ever so exact obedience to all the commandments of God, he
cannot assure himself, from thence, that he hath portion in Christ.

But some will say, universal obedience of itself, indeed, is not a
sufficient sign; some may go very far in it, and yet come short of
christianity, but there must be added to it sincerity, and singleness of
heart: if I walk according to the commandments of God, and do it in
sincerity and singleness of heart, I may sit down by this as a good
mark, and be satisfied therewith.

But, I answer, that if sincerity and singleness of heart, be made a
mark and sign of interest in Christ, at last it will fail a person as well
as universal obedience. This is strange, you will say; what, is not
sincerity, and singleness of heart, a mark of interest in Christ? I
answer, no; whosoever builds upon it, may deceive himself; I will
make it good thus:

1. He that deals ingenuously with his own spirit, shall find that there
is not sincerity in his heart that he builds upon.

2. If he have this sincerity, it is not enough to give him such a
certain conclusion of the goodness of his estate, that it will not fail.

1. No man under heaven can find that sincerity in his heart, that may
comfort him. He that will try himself by sincerity and singleness of
heart, must understand what it is, or else he will try himself by that
which he knows not; and there will be a trying of a hidden, thing, by
that which is more hidden. You must know, then, what sincerity is,
before it can speak peace to you upon trial: now, how will you know
what it is? Mark how the apostle makes it clear, in Eph. vi. 5, 6.
speaking there of servants obeying their masters, he counsels them
to obey them, "not with eye, service, as men pleasers, but in
singleness of heart, as unto Christ."

Well, from this passage I conclude, singleness of heart is such a
disposition of spirit, as that whatsoever we do in word or deed, we
do it unto Christ, or we do it for the Lord's sake. So far as we do any
thing, and our hearts have bye-ends in them, so far there is a defect
of sincerity and singleness of heart. "If thine eye be single, (saith our



Saviour) thy whole body is full of light:" singleness of eyes there, is
opposite to squint-eyes. A squint-eye looks two ways at once; a
single eye looks fore-right, and is pitched only upon such an object;
it doth not look upon divers things together, distant from each other,
much less contrary one to the other. A single heart doth what it doth
for the Lord's sake, and to the Lord himself: now, if this be sincerity,
to have the Lord always in our eyes, in what we do, where is that
sincerity of heart that may speak peace and comfort to the spirits of
men? Beloved, look into your ordinary practice, whether it be so in
your exercises of religion, or works of justice and mercy, do you all
for and to the Lord? When you live, do you live to the Lord? When
you eat and drink, do you all to his glory? Is there not much self
mixed in your performances? When you pray, what is the loadstone
in your prayers? What is that which makes you pray? Such an
exigent puts you on it, preservation from danger, therefore you cry
mightily: for you say, if the Lord, help not, you perish. Here is
praying for a man's self, not to glorify God, or, at least, more
praying for one than the other.

Again, if in times of trouble and war, the clouds are great, and ready
to break, and therefore we sigh, mourn, fast, and weep, what is the
eye upon all this while? Upon self altogether, or for the most part,
that we may escape this wrath, that vengeance, and the other
affliction; that we may be delivered from that mischief, and this
growing evil: now these are the great things in our eye in what we
do; all this while, now, do we this as unto the Lord, or for the Lord
at all? It was his complaint against the jews, when they fasted, and
took a great deal of pains, "Have ye fasted at all unto me?" No,
beloved, they fasted unto themselves: so do you fast at all to the
Lord when you last? And is the Lord altogether the end of your
fasting? Is not yourself the main thing you aim at in it? How can this
stand with singleness of heart to him, when he is neglected; and a
man's self is altogether in his eye in what he doth? Where is that
sincerity and singleness of heart, where there is so much self in all
that is performed?

But to come more close: suppose this sincerity is to be found, and
your hearts, upon search, will tell you, that you have been to the
Lord, and for his sake, in what you have done; God and his glory
have been the sensible loadstone that have drawn you forth to this



and that employment; yet, for all this, such sincerity is no mark or
sign, by which you ought to conclude your portion and interest in
Christ. Look into Rom. x. 1,2,3. you shall see it is as clear as the
day, that this sincerity, or doing things for the Lord's sake, is not a
mark by which persons can conclude a portion in Christ; nay, more,
it is a qualification, that those that are enemies of Christ, have had,
in a great measure, in themselves; and can that be a mark of my
being a child of God, and a member of Christ, that may be found in
an enemy to him? Mark the words, the apostle, speaking there of his
brethren the jews, saith, that "his heart's desire and prayer to God
was that they might be saved;" and, withal, he "bears them record
that they have a zeal of God;" there was a sincerity aiming not at by-
ends, but at the glory of God. And, further, mark wherein this was
expressed, and about what it was conversant; it was not exercised in
a false way, but in obedience to the will of God: "For, (saith he)
they, going about to establish their own righteousness, have not
submitted themselves to the righteousness of God: for Christ is the
end of the law, for righteousness, to every one that believeth."
Observe it well, here is a zeal, that is, an earnestness of spirit, and
this zeal was after God; so, then, it was a zeal wherein they sought
God and his glory, not in an indirect way, nor in a corrupt way of
their own devising; but in the rigteousness according to the law of
God himself; for so much is intimated, when it is said, that "Christ is
the end of the law:" and yet, for all this, saith the apostle, though
they had this zeal of God, according to the will of God, in his law,
they "submitted not themselves to the righteousness of God:" so,
then, there may be a singleness of heart to the Lord, and for his
glory, and a walking in obedience to his will revealed in his law, and
no portion in Christ, but a withstanding, and not submitting to his
righteousness. Men do but puzzle themselves, while they go about to
satisfy their own spirits, by such marks and signs, that if they will
deal faithfully with themselves, will never resolve the case fully, to
give true and grounded rest unto their souls.

One thing more I will commend to you, and that is a mark, the
greatest of all, and which seems to have the greatest strength of all
others, and that from the testimony of the apostle himself;
wherewith many souls are extremely puzzled in examining
themselves by, and very much troubled in making up their
conclusion.



Surely, it is a good mark, (will some say) we may know we are
God's children, if we love the brethren; for, saith the apostle, 1 John
iii. 14. "We know we have passed from death to life, because we
love the brethren." Will you say, a man cannot be resolved he is a
child of God by this mark?

For an answer to this, first, I shall desire you well to mark the scope
of the apostle in that place. In the words before the text, he tells the
brethren how the world esteemed of them, what account it had of
them; "Marvel not, my brethren, though the world hate you:" but, in
this verse, he endeavours to comfort them against the dis-esteem it
had of them, and how doth he do it? "We know, (saith he) that we
have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren:" as
much as if he had said, whatever the world judgeth of us, our
judgment one of another is, that we are God's children; and the
ground of it is this, we perceive one from another, that there is a
love one to another; so that it seems plain to me, that the apostle
here endeavours to satisfy persons how they are made known one to
another, that they are the people of God, not how they are to know
themselves; this seems rather to be a mark, how my brother may
know me, than by which I should know myself; the text doth not
say, by this I may know that I am passed from death to life.

But, let us take it for granted, that every particular person finding the
love of the brethren in himself, by this may know himself to be the
child of God. You shall find how exceedingly a soul must be
puzzled in this way, before it can clear the case, that it belongs to
Christ by it.

For, if you will try yourself by this, 1. You must know what it is to
love the brethren. And 2. That they are the brethren you love.

1. You must understand what it is to love the brethren: you can
never know you love them, till you know what it is to love them;
and when you do know it, and examine yourselves by it, and deal
faithfully with yourselves, then you will say, Oh, what a labyrinth is
this I am in! How shall I get out of it? If you will examine
yourselves by this love, let the Spirit of God be your teacher and
director; I Cor. xiii. 4, 5. If you will try your hearts by your love to
the brethren, bring them to the particulars the apostle mentions
there; and I doubt your hearts will be at a stand many times about



them. The apostle expresses himself (as the word is rendered by our
translators in the English bible) by the word charity, but the word, in
the original, is love, and there he at large describes the nature of
love to the brethren, by many particulars that set it out effectually;
"Charity (or love, saith he)suffereth long, and is kind; charity
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, it doth not
behave itself unseemly; charity seeks not her own, thinks not evil,
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth." Now consider the
sum of these things; "love beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth, all things, and endureth all things. Wherever, there is the
love of the brethren, there are all these particulars: come now to
these in your examination, bring your hearts to these: is there no
envying at all towards the brethren? no thinking evil of any of them?
no seeking myself, or my own good, in my love to them? Is there a
bearing all things for their sakes? Is there no being puffed up, or
vaunting above them? Is there no thinking better of myself than of
them? This is the love of the brethren, as the apostle plainly
declares, and, if you examine yourselves by this love, do you not
find those great defects, and imperfections, that must be taken away,
before you can resolve the case in hand, by this love to them? So
that a soul must attain to a mighty high measure of sanctification
and victory over itself, before it can reach to this, to say, "I love the
brethren." Now, to put yourselves (poor, weak things) upon this
mark, which is one of the nearest to perfections; except you can
make this manifest, you must not dare to take your part in Christ;
what is this, but to tie knots to yourselves, whereby you fasten
yourselves with fetters of continual doubting?

But, suppose you find all this love in yourselves, you must not only
love the brethren, but you must know they are the brethren whom
you love; for if you bear this love to mankind as such, this is no
evidence, of your being in Christ; for the publicans and harlots love
one another: therefore you must know they are brethren you love, or
else this is no mark at all, that you have a portion in Christ. The
wickedest man hath as good a mark as this: but do you know they
are brethren you love? You know the brotherhood consists of being
united unto Christ; this is an invisible thing, none can know it but
God only. No man can say, such a one is a brother; as no man knows
the things of man, save the spirit of man that is in him; so no man
knows the things of another, especially the spiritual condition of



another, but God.

But, you will say, though I am not certain that he is a brother, yet I
love him under the notion of a brother.

Well, beloved, suppose this then: if this be a sign a man is a child of
God, because he knoweth he loveth such an one, he apprehends to
be a brother; then many may have signs and marks they have
received Christ, when the truth is, it is no such matter.

Look on the papists, do not they love the brethren? You will say, no,
they are not brethren they love, and therefore their love is nothing. It
is true, they are mistaken, they are not brethren; but yet, I say, that is
nothing to the purpose, they love them under the notion of brethren,
which you conceive to be sufficient; do not they love one another
under that notion, and hate us as enemies to God and the gospel?
Therefore, though they are mistaken, yet because they love one
another as brethren, and under that notion; according to this rule, I
say, this may be an argument sufficient, and a sign whereby they
may know their interest in Christ.

But, let me tell you, while men love persons, under the notion of
brethren, commonly they love them that are not, and hate them that
are. Take all sects, they will love their own as brethren, and hate all
others as not. For example, there are two sorts of people, one that
hold up their heads by the righteousness of the law, and expect
salvation according to their obedience to it; with them they are
brethren that so adhere to the law, and are enemies to all those that
stand for the free grace of God, and the true righteousness of God,
which is by faith. Suppose you love those persons as brethren, that
run after Moses and the law, for their peace and satisfaction of spirit,
and despise those that are in the free grace of God, and rest upon the
promises of the gospel, though they see themselves full of sin:
which of these are brethren? Surely, according to the meaning of the
apostle, they have passed from death to life that believe; "He that
believeth shall be saved:" These are the brethren, do you love these
men? Oh; there are many that go by signs and marks, that cannot
endure them; they go with them under the name of libertines, and
not brethren.*

*Though there are many useful observations made by the
Doctor, on love of the brethren, yet I cannot agree with him



in his sense of 1 John iii. 14. for it does not seem to respect
the knowledge saints have of other persons, but of
themselves; "We know" not that other persons, other saints,
but we, ourselves, "have passed from death to life, because
we (ourselves, and not others) love the brethren;" and which
grace being a fruit of the Spirit, and so peculiar to a man that
is born again, as that it cannot be in an unregenerate man,
who though he may love saints, as men, on natural and civil
accounts, can never love them as children of God, and
brethren of Christ; and, therefore, must be an evidence of
passing from death to life; at least, in some degree, though it
may not come up to the revealing and receiving evidences,
the spirit and faith, of which, it must be owned, are the
principal ones. See my exposition of 1 John iii. 14. And
besides, if by it we may know that others have passed from
death to life, why not know this of ourselves by it?

Well, to draw to a conclusion, whoever you are, that go by signs and
marks, drawn from santification, you will be puzzled, if you deal
faithfully with your own spirits, though you attain to ever so great a
height of it.

And yet all this while, let me not be mistaken; there are censorious
spirits, if we do but take off the fruits of sanctification, from those
great businesses the Lord never ordained them unto, presently they
conclude; here is nothing but striking at sanctification, and flinging
at obedience towards God: I say, therefore, beloved, mistake not;
santification of men is as much the will of God, as salvation and
glory hereafter: "This is the will of God, even our sanctification." |
say also, the Lord never calls persons to salvation by Christ, but he
also sanctifieth them in some measure, they go still together; and |
would they were cut off from the Israel of God, that take occasion to
the flesh, from the liberty of the grace of God, whereto they are
called; but still, I say, though the Lord calls men, and sanctifies
them, yet he gives them some better evidences, whereby he will
satisfy their spirits, to sit down and have more peace and, comfort of
heart, than all the evidences of sanctification in the world can give
unto them.

Some evidences there are, that will determine the question so
clearly, that there shall not remain any just scruple; and then I do not



deny but that when the Spirit of the Lord, and the faith of a believer,
shall speak what they can may, and have fully resolved the question,
the fruits of the Spirit in the believer, may come in as handmaids to
bear witness to the thing; yet so that the other two give a sufficient
resolution to the question. These are the two great witnesses from
heaven, that speak home and fully to the question in hand, and give
peace and satisfaction to the Spirit of man; I mean, that it is the
Spirit of Christ, and the faith of a believer only, that immediately
call the soul, and testify to it of its interest in Christ, and so give
sufficient evidence to it. The next opportunity I will speak, God
willing, more fully to these two things.



SERMON XXX.

THE REVEALING EVIDENCE OF THE
SPIRIT OF CHRIST.

ISAIAH liii. 6,
"And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity or us all"

THE last point was, that it is the iniquity of every one of us, that the
Lord hath laid upon Christ; us, that "like sheep have gone astray,
and turned every one to his own way."

But, because there ariseth such a great scruple out of these general
expressions, namely, how I and you shall know in particular to
ourselves, that we are included in this; therefore we come to
consider, whether a person, or rather how a person, may know
certainly his, or her iniquities, are in particular laid upon Christ. The
reason of this great query was, that though the Holy Ghost speaks of
such as go astray, and turn to their own ways, that their iniquities are
laid upon Christ; yet say some, and that truly, it is not everyone that
goeth astray, and turneth to his own way, it is but some of these that
have their iniquities laid upon Christ; and, saith the poor fainting
spirit, I may be one of those that go astray, and turn to their own
ways, that are set aside, and not one of those that shall share in this
mercy. And therefore I would know, whether I am one of those that
shall partake of, this grace, and not one of those that are rejected. I
know this is a great scruple among tender consciences, thirsting after
nothing more than to be satisfied, and have the case cleared, that
there be no place for any more objections, that they, in particular,
have a portion in this grace.

For resolution of this, I told you some evidences there are to resolve
this case, yet a great mistake there is in some, for the clearing of it.
This, I then said, and say again, that signs, and marks, drawn from
the fruits of sanctification, are at best very litigious and doubtful
evidences to resolve a spirit: and let the most sanctified person, but
consider the manifold frailties and wanderings, in the best work that



ever he did, and he shall have occasion to suspect that very work, as
not able to speak peace unto him.

Universal obedience, sincerity of heart, and love to the brethren, are
three special marks I took in task, and shewed how far a soul will be
to seek of certain resolutions from these, when they are thoroughly
examined. I shall not repeat particulars again; I will add a word in
general, and so close this matter.

Beloved, whoever you are that will examine yourselves by the fruits
of sanctification, that are properly the righteousness of man after or
according to the law; I dare be bold to say, there is no one fruit of it,
let it be sincerity, hatred of sin, love to the brethren, or what it will,
if it speaks as the Lord hath given it to speak, that can speak peace
to a soul. My ground is, what is delivered by the apostle, Gal. iii. 10.
"The law, (saith he) is not of faith;" but its voice is, "Cursed is every
one that continueth not in all things that are written in the book of
the law to do them," &c. Now, I beseech you, come home a little;
this being the voice of the law, and consequently of every thing that
is done, or rather not done, according to it, how can anything we do,
except it be done according to this rule exactly, speak peace? Take it
in what sign or mark you will; let it be in what kind of obedience
you can imagine, I ask, and I pray you ask yourselves this question,
whether have you continued in all things written in the law to do
them, in that particular? I say, have you performed every thing in
that particular you examine yourselves by? No, you will say, there
have been failings in some things: now, I ask,, what this can say to
you that shall be the rule of your trial, as it stands full of failings and
imperfections, can this speak peace? then it speaks directly
otherwise than the Lord hath given it to speak; that whatever a
person doth, if there be not a continuance in all things written in the
law to do them, the voice is cursing. "Cursed is every one,"&c. How
then can it secure a man, and resolve him that he hath interest in
Christ, is a child of God, that saith, cursed art thou till thou continue
in all things requisite to such particulars that are the rule of thy
examination? Now the law can deliver no other voice but this; until
it meet with continuance in all things.

Hence it is that, in Gal: iv. 23, 24, the apostle distinguishes between
the spiritual and natural seed of Abraham: the latter sort he
compares to Agar, which is mount Sinai in Arabia, and this, saith he,



ingendereth unto bondage; the former are the children of Abraham
according to the promise; as much as to say, persons born to the law,
that have no other rule to walk by, and to try their estates by, are
thereby brought into bondage, The apostle, Heb. ii. 15. tells us,
"Christ came to deliver those who through the feat of death were
subject to bondage all their lives long." His meaning is, that the
jews, by the discipline they were under, had for the usual evidence
of their peace, a conformity to the law, or a righteousness according
to that; this was their ordinary way: and so, till Christ came to reveal
himself in the grace of the gospel, they had nothing to resolve their
spirits, for satisfaction concerning their condition, but the law, and
so were still subject to bondage through fear of death; as much as to
say, he that hath nothing else to speak peace to him, but his own
righteousness, that is so far from delivering him from this fear of
death, that it keeps him in bondage all his life, whilst he walks by
such a rule for his peace; I say not, while he walks by such a rule for
his conversion;*

*QObserve, the Doctor owns the law is a rule for conversation,
consequently no antinomian, See Sermon LI. of The Use of
the Law.

and the reason is, because the best sanctification, in regard of the
imperfections of it, is not able to speak peace to the soul, because it
pronounces directly a curse. And therefore, beloved, though I will
not say but that there may be comfort in some sort, even from the
fruits of the spirit in men; yet that which must resolve the case, the
great case, and satisfy the spirit of a person, that he hath interest in
Christ, and his privileges, must be something else besides his own
righteousness.

It is true, there are some kinds of comfort will flow even from the
fruits of the spirit in men's conversation; namely, as he seeth how
God is glorified by it in the world: it must needs administer a great
deal of joy to the people of God, that he will use them as
instruments, to set forth the praise of the glory of his grace; as for
example, thou art a minister, and in thy ministry the Lord is pleased
to shew himself, in some great measure to clear up the consciences
of his people, and cheer their hearts; and thou art an grace
instrument of his glory, in that his grace in the gospel simplicity of it
published; now thou rejoicest that the Lord is glorified. But if we



shall proceed so far as to gather our peace from the excerise of this
ministry, thereby to be resolved of our interest in Christ from our
diligence and sincerity therein; then we must know, that except there
be perfection in it, this very ministry itself speaks a curse.

But, beloved, to come to the great question yet remaining; are there
not any evidences by which persons may know comfortably there
interest in the privileges of Christ?

I answer, yes; there are evidences to resolve men, if the Lord do but
give them unto them, and power to receive them; men may thereby
sit down satisfied concerning their own interest in the privileges of
Christ. Which are they? will you say. They are two. The one is a
revealing evidence, and the other is a receiving evidence. The
revealing evidence, is the voice of the Spirit of God to a man's own
spirit: this is the great evidence, indeed, and which at last determines
the question, and puts an end to all objections; even the voice of the
Spirit of the Lord speaking particulary in the heart of a person, "Son,
be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee." When he saith this to
the soul, there shall be never an objection, while this voice is
received, worth a rush, to disquiet and disturb it: and till the Spirit of
the Lord come immediately himself, and speak this to a soul, all the
world shall never be able to satisfy it: in brief, therefore, beloved,
you shall know your sins are laid upon Christ by the Spirit of the
Lord speaking this to you; and, till he do this, all the signs and
marks, in the world are mere darkness, mere riddles, a soul can
never understand them.

It will be a needful business, I suppose, to clear up this truth, and
herein to shew you, that the Spirit of the Lord is mainly sent into the
world by Christ, for this very purpose, to speak personally and
particularly to the hearts of men, to satisfy them of their interest in
Christ; he in the scripture, holds out nothing more than this, that we
must come at last to himself, to resolve this case, and explain this
riddle for us, before we can be satisfied in it. That this may be the
more evident to you, beloved.

1. It may be cleared from the very attribute of title which our
Saviour gives unto the Spirit, John xiv. 26. and xvi. 7, 8, 9-14 the
title of attribute given to the Spirit, in all these places, is the
Comforter; "But the Comforter, whom the Father will send in my



name,"&c. "When he, the Comforter is come again:" and again,
"Except I go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but, if I go
away, I will send the Comforter, even the Spirit of truth." I say, the
attribute and title of being a Comforter in any eminency, imports,
that satisfaction, concerning interest in Christ, is his work. Do but
consider the nature of solid comfort, and it will be clear to you.

Suppose a man have a trial in law, or an action to be debated, his
heart is full of fears, especially if the title be not clear to himself;
when a witness comes in, and speaks point blank to his case, that the
judge himself is the satisfied, and upon that, gives the sentence in
behalf of the person; the testimony of this witness being accepted,
gives comfort to his spirit. The truth is, beloved, the Holy Ghost is
the Comforter in this regard, as he clears up the case, and makes it
unquestionable to thy spirit, and mine, that our sins are forgiven.
What is the occasion of all the trouble of spirit in tender hearts?
"God hath forsaken me," saith one; "my sins are gone over my
head," saith another; "I shall one day be called to account, and
answer for them." saith a third. What will now cheer up the heart of
such? Let it be satisfied of this, that God will not lay its sins to its
charge, and that God will not forsake it; then it is comforted by such
a resolution; and say what you will, except you can clear up this
thing, that God will never impute iniquity to him, nor bring him to
an account for it, you cannot comfort him.

Now, the Spirit of God, being the Comforter, must needs have this
property to satisty the spirits of men of such things wherein their
comforts consist. If they consist in assurance of pardon of sin, then
he cannot be the Comforter, except he satisfy herein; and you shall
see that Comfort lieth mainly in this, by Christ's own testimony,
Matt. ix. 2. "Son, (saith he) be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven
thee:" good cheer depends upon this testimony of forgiveness of
sins, the Spirit of God cannot make a tender heart be of good cheer,
till he testifies thoroughly, and clears up this truth, "Thy sins are
forgiven thee."

2. Besides this bare title of Comforter, the Spirit hath this particular
office given him, as that for which he comes, John xiv. 26. "The
Comforter, whom my Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things." Here it is expressed how the Spirit comforts, by
teaching all things, and by leading into all truth, as you have it in



John xiv. 13, where our Saviour tells us what those things are the
Spirit teaches, by which he comforts; you shall see that forgiveness
of sins is the comfort of the Spirit. He shall glorify me, for he shall
receive of mine, and shew it unto you: mark the words well,
beloved, "He shall shew it unto you: by this you may perceive
wherein the comforting faculty of the Spirit lieth, namely, in
receiving Christ, and in shewing those things it receives of him to
men.

Now, what is it for the Spirit to shew to men those things he receives
of Christ? and what are those it shews? the things of Christ? you
know, are those the apostle speaks of, Acts xiii. 38, 39. where he
mentions his glorious excellencies in few words: "Be it known unto
you, that by this man (Christ) is preached unto you the forgiveness
of your sins; and, whosoever believeth on him, is justified from all
things, from which he could not be justified by the law of Moses."

Now, these being the things of Christ, that he intended to send
abroad into the world among his own people, these are the things the
Spirit receives of him, and is to shew. And what is it you will say, to
shew a thing? It is no more but this, whereas a thing hidden, it is
now drawn, held forth, and made manifest; this is to shew a thing.
All which intimates thus much, that the proper work of the Spirit is
to make clear and manifest to the view of men those things of
Christ, especially forgiveness of sin, and justification from all
things, that they are their's to whom they were hid before; therefore,
in John xvi. 8, 9. you find how our Saviour speaks concerning
himself: "It is expedient that I go away; for, if [ go not away, the
Comforter will not come to you: but if I go, I will send him, and he
shall convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement."
Among other particulars, remember this, "He shall convince the
world of righteousness;" the meaning is, he shall make known my
things, especially this, my righteousness, so manifestly that he shall
convince those to whom he speaks of it. But what is it for persons to
be convicted? A man is convicted, when things are made so clear to
him, that he hath nothing to object against them: as long as he
continues objecting he is not convinced: but when things are made
so plain and clear, that a man objects no more, then there is
conviction. All comes to this, that the Spirit of the Lord is said to
convince of the righteousness of Christ, that is, to make it so clear,



that any objections made shall have no place at all: that an objector
shall have no more to say against it in respect of his own particular.

And whereas, it may be convinced, that the Spirit of the Lord comes
to comfort only in general: know, beloved, there is this difference
between the ministration of Christ, and the Spirit of Christ; Christ
came into the world to merit salvation, eternal life, and forgiveness
of sins, and to comfort men in general; for, though he merited
comfort in particular, to be applied by the Spirit, yet still, in his
ministration, he runs upon general terms for the most part; but the
Spirit of the Lord is sent in his room, to come to every man's spirit
particularly by himself, and speak that within a man's own self, that
Christ by this ministry of the gospel speaks in general to men: and
that is the reason that Christ saith, "It is expedient that I go away,
because if I go not away, the Comforter will not come to you." As if
he had said, he himself doth not come so particularly home to men's
spirits: I speak in regard of the general course of Christ, in his
ordinary way of ministration; not but that in extraordinary cases he
did come home in particular to men's spirits; but the ministration
Christ was to exercise was general, and spake more in general than
the Spirit did, and therefore he appropriates comfort to the Spirit,
rather than to himself; "If I go not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you;" that is, while I am here, the Comforter is not with
you, and therefore I go that he may come. This clears up the truth,
that the Spirit of the Lord is sent of purpose for this very business, to
resolve the spirits of men, whether they have interest in Christ or
not.

But now, lest these should seem to be too general, let us descend to
particulars; and therein you shall see, that the evidencing
particularly to a man's spirit, his interest in Christ, is the proper work
of the spirit of God. For this purpose, look into Rom. viii. 14, 15.
"Ye have not received the spirit of bondage to fear again, but ye
have received the spirit of adoption,, whereby we cry, Abba, Father:
for the spirit itself beareth witness with our spirits, that we are the
children of God; and if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and co-
heirs with Christ." Give me leave, I pray you, to open something out
of this text: here you have two spirts set in opposition; the spirit of
fear and bondage and the spirit of adoption. The spirit of bondage is
nothing else but a spirit that speaks from such principles as always



lead unto it; the true meaning is, so long as men have no other spirit
speaking in them, but from the principle of their own righteousness,
they have none but such as leads to bondage: "But we have received
the spirit of adoption; whereby we cry Abba, Father:" as if he had
said, the Spirit of God speaking to men, is such a Spirit that speaks,
in such as have him, this gracious language, Abba, Father, that is,
that by which we are able to say of ourselves that God is our Father,
is the spirit of adoption: nothing but that is able to make a man cry,
"Abba, Father." What is that? (you will say) The true meaning is,
when a person is so resolved, as that he sits down satisfied God is
now his Father, then he is able to cry, "Abba Father." It is not saying
Father, in a general notion, that is meant, but Father in respect of a
personal appropriation, my Father. Now, when any comes to this, to
be able to call God his own Father, then is the case resolved, and he
cannot say, God is his Father, till he can say, he is his child. This is
by the apostle again expressly appropriated to the spirit of the Lord,
the spirit of adoption.

And that this may be more clear, the next words are more full: "The
spirit itself beareth witness with our spirits, that we are the children
of God." Now if the question be asked, How shall I know whether I
be the child of God? the answer is, "The Spirit testifies with our
spirits, that we are the children of God;" and that testimony resolves
the case: and whereas the apostle saith, "The Spirit itself beareth
witness;" his meaning is, that it is the immediate voice of the Spirit,
without any instrument; as when we say of a man, he did a thing
himself, it implies, he did not do it by another, or by deputies, but in
his own person, and by himself immediately; so the Spirit himself,
in his own person comes, and gives this testimony to a man, that he
is the child of God.

Look into I Cor. ii. 9-13. and the ease will be more clear, that there
is no satisfaction concerning things freely given of God, but only by
the voice of his Spirit; in the beginning of the chapter, the apostle
clears himself, that he meant not to deal with them "in the enticing
words of men's wisdom, but in the demonstration of the Spirit, and
with power:" demonstration, the word hath a great deal of force
among logicians; it is the stongest proof to evince any thing that is in
question, that can be; it is that kind of proof which carrieth such
light with it, that it cannot be gain-said: it is as much as to say, I



came not in my own strength, but I came with the Spirit of God, that
brings demonstration with him, and that so clear, that there is no
gainsaying it; and that this is the meaning here, observe the words in
ver. 9. and so on, and you shall see it clearly; there the apostle saith,
"Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, neither hath it entered into
the heart of man, to coceive what God hath prepared for them that
love him; but, (saith he) God hath revealed them to us by his spirit:
as if he should say, there are things prepared by the Lord for his own
people, that are so deep and hidden, that eye can never see, ear can
never hear, the heart of man can never understand; that is, there is no
way to find them out, but only that he hath revealed them to us by
his Spirit; so that it is plain and clear, that nothing besides can make
known those things which the Spirit himself makes known; and he
gives the reason, "For, (saith he) the Spirit searcheth all things, even
deep things of God." Though there be no diving into the secrets of
God, yet "the Spirit of God searcheth all things, even the deep things
of God;" and he proves this by an argument thus, "No man (saith he)
knows the things of a man, save the spirit of man so no man knows
the things of God, but the spirit of God" Observe the comparison
well; when a man hath some secret thought within himself, and only
within his own breast, it may be, of good to such and such a man:
while these thoughts are within his breast, who can dive into them,
while yet he conceals them within himself? No man but he that thus
conceals them: this is that which the apostle drives at. Even so is it
with the secrets of God: the Lord, in his own counsels, hath set
down particularly by name, this and that man and woman; these are
mine elect vessels; they shall be saved by Christ, and partake of
privileges here and hereafter: after: this, I say, the Lord hath not
himself communicated in one word from the scripture, I mean,
expressed such a man in particular, as, he hath not said, thou
Thomas, thou art the man I mean, these things concern thee; things
concerning particular persons, are concealed and hid in the breast of
the Lord: but, although it be hid there, in respect of any particular
vessel that shall be made partaker thereof; though it be concealed, in
respect of any visible demonstration; though neither eye hath seen,
nor ear hath heard, nor heart hath understood this peculiar dignity;
yet the Lord reveals this by his spirit. Now that the spirit is able to
do it, is clear;, for as the spirit of God knows the things of God; and
as he only knows them himself, so he knows those that are freely



given us of him; so that if ever you be satisfied in your own spirits,
concerning that which is not personally and particularly mentioned
in the word of God, as thy name, and my name, which are not
recorded there, then we must have it done by the Spirit of God, that
only knows the mind of God; for none knows the secret of God, but
he that is in God's breast: none can reveal these, but he alone that
lieth in his bosom, the Spirit of God; therefore 2 Cor. i. 22. the
apostle tells us, that God hath "sealed us, and given the earnest of
the Spirit."

You may find the like expression, Eph. i. 13, 14. where the apostle
saith, "Ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise; that is the
earnest of our inheritance, till the redemption of the purchased
possession." The Spirit is said to be a seal and an earnest given
before-hand: but what is it for a person to be sealed, or to receive an
earnest? To be sealed, is no more but that whereas the Lord, in his
own secret council from eternity, singled out in his own thoughts,
such a particular person, and said, he shall be saved; afterwards he
comes and sets a mark, as it were, upon him, that so he may be
known; as when a man goeth to buy sheep, (bear with the
comparison) he looks upon twenty in a flock, it may be, and he
thinks within himself they shall be his; after he hath thus chosen
them, by and by he comes and sets his special mark upon every one
of them, that they may be known to be his. So the Lord deals with
his people; first, in his thoughts he culls out such a number, and
afterwards he comes and sets an evident mark upon them, and seals
them; and this sealing is every where appropriated to the Spirit of
God.

By all these testimonies, I hope you may be abundantly satisfied,
that the resolution of this great case, whether or no I have interest in
Christ, must be the particular voice of the Spirit of the Lord to the
hearts of those, to whom the privileges of Christ do indeed belong;
and till there be such a voice, there cannot possibly be a fall
resolution of the case.

And yet, for all this universal testimony of Christ and his apostles,
how lamentable is it to hear the scorns, out-cries, and reproaches of
men, against those that dare but say, they know their condition by
the Spirit of the Lord: do but tell them, that he informs them of their
condition, and speak of his revelation for satisfaction, presently they



cry out, these are enthusiasts, have revelations, must be satisfied by
the Spitit, before they have satisfaction. I beseech you, take notice,
how you blaspheme the Spirit of God, how dare you cast such
reproachful terms upon him? Dare you say, he is not given to reveal
these things, and for this very purpose? Dare you say, he is not a
Spirit of revelation? Is the Spirit of the Lord upon persons out of
date now with you? I say, beloved, let men say what they can, till he
comes and puts an end to the controversy in the spirit of a man, he
shall never be satisfied and resolved.

But some will object, We will not deny but it is the voice of the
Spirit that will satisfy the case, but here remains the case yet in
question unanswered: suppose I hear such a voice in me, saying," Be
of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee:" here is the doubt, this is a
mystery; 0 that the Lord would enable you to fathom it! This is the
usual way of men; if the word itself did bear witness to this
particular voice of the Spirit in me, then could I be satisfied that this
were his voice; but if the word do not bear witness to it, speaking in
me, I dare not trust it.

Beloved, let me not be mistaken, I answer, having recourse to the
word, to give testimony to this particular applying voice of the Spirit
in a man, that he may be resolved it is his; I say, that it is true, the
Spirit of the Lord never speaks to any believer, but he always speaks
according to the word of grace revealed; and if his voice and the
word be in the soul, (as they go always together in the faithful) they
will agree, as face answers face in a glass; but yet beware, that you
make not the credit of the voice of the Spirit, to depend upon the
word: as now I ask of any man, which is of the greatest credit, the
testimony of the spirit, or the word barely considered? If you say,
the word written is of greater credit than the testimony of the Spirit,
then the Spirit wants something in itself of credit; for this is a certain
rule; he that is trusted for a surety's sake, he, for whose sake he is
trusted, is of greater credit than the other trusted for his sake: so if
the word be the surety for which we will credit the testimony of the
Spirit, then it is of greater credit than the Spirit itself. But now, let
me tell you, it is not the word that makes us believe the Spirit, but it
is he that makes us give credit to the word: we do not receive the
Spirit because the word testifies of him, but we receive that, because
by the Spirit we are enabled thereto. What our Saviour saith of



himself, is as true of the Spirit of the Lord, resolving the question or
a man's interest in Christ; "If I bear witness of myself, my testimony
is true;" so, I say, if the Spirit of the Lord testify of himself, that it is
he indeed, it is true; for the Spirit himself bears true witness of
himself, that he is the Spirit of truth, and not the spirit of delusion.

Therefore, as it is the testimony of the Spirit, speaking indeed
according to the word, that must satisfy us that we are the children
of God; so the same must assure us, that he is the true Spirit of God,
and not the spirit of delusion: but still I say, he speaking to men,
concerning their interest in Christ, always speaks according to the
word of grace; and it is most certainly true, that every voice in man
speaking peace, contrary to that, is not the voice of the Spirit of the
Lord; yet it is only the Spirit of God, that can truly satisfy the spirit
of a man, that it is his own testimony, and not the spirit of delusion.

You may understand the word in a double sense, either for the word
of the law, or of grace in the gospel. Now mark, when we say, it is
the Spirit of God bearing witness with our spirits, according to the
word, that we are the sons of God; it is not the word of the law that
agrees: in this with the voice of the Spirit; that speaks nothing but
curses; therefore, if you will regard what that saith, and compare the
voice of the Spirit speaking with it, there will be no agreement: the
word, according to which the Spirit of the Lord speaks, when he
speaks to his people, is the word of grace, and that is no more but
this!(2 Cor. v. 19.) "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them:" this is the word of
grace, according to which it speaks, reconciling the world to
himself; even the world, when men are no otherwise but merely men
of the world.

Now, if any thing suggest, contrary to this word of grace, it is the
voice of the spirit of delusion, and not the Spirit of God.

But how shall T know that this voice, though it be according to the
word of grace, is indeed the voice of the Spirit of the Lord?

For answer to this, I must tell you, that as in all arts and sciences,
there are some principles that are as ground works, beyond which,
there, must be no enquiry; so also in divine things, in answering
cases of conscience, there must be some principle that must be as the
last determining, principle, beyond which there must be no further



enquiry, nor questioning: as, when a man heareth of something that
is to him probable, to clear it up, he would have something to come
in that should make that certain, and so satisfy him concerning it.

Now that which is the last principle and ground of things, as
something there, must be, when that comes, a man must be satisfied
with that, and question no further concerning the thing, or else he
shall never be resolved. So I say to the case in hand, if I would be
resolved concerning my interest in Christ, I must take for granted
some principle or other, beyond which I must not question, or else
there will be question upon question; and so a running in infinitum,
and never a conclusion of the case in question, For example, there is
the voice, of the word of grace,: "We are justified freely by his
grace;" and this in the spirit of a man, telling him, according to the
word, that his sins are forgiven him: how shall I know, saith he, that
this is the voice of the Spirit of God? For answer, let me ask but this
question; is there any thing of better credit, or rather to be believed,
than the Spirit himself? Nay, can any believe but by him? if not,
then nothing else is able satisfyingly to bear witness to the soul, but
itself; this is as if we should receive the testimony of the Spirit upon
the credit of some other thing.

I beseech you, beloved, understand me aright; for here is the voice
of the Spirit, speaking in man, according to the revelation of grace in
the word, saying, thou art the person that dost partake of this grace;
this, I say, is the voice of the Spirit of the Lord, establishing a soul,
and it may be satisified in it; especially when the Spirit of the Lord
gives power to it to receive it, speaking in it.

It is true indeed, John saith in I John iv. 1. there must be "a trying of
spirits, because all are not of God:" but, if you mark it well, he
speaks of the trial of ministers, whether they preach true doctrine or
not, and refers not to the trial of the Spirit, testifying according to
the word, particularly to a man's self; and for any thing to give credit
unto, or to be a rule of trial to the Spirit of the Lord; and the voice of
it being, as I said, always according to the word, the Lord never
appointed any thing for that end: for he never intended that any
thing should be of such credit, as to give credit to his spirit; but the
Spirit himself hath sufficient power of himself, by his own efficacy,
to clear his own testimony to the heart of the believer.



Thus I have endeavoured both to shew that the Spirit of the Lord is
he that must satisfy a believer; and also how he alone is able to do it,
that nothing else can; that this testimony and voice, being according
to the word, is his own, and not a false spirit's.

But there is one thing more, very considerable, for the further
resolution of the case in hand, that the Spirit of the Lord both
speaks, and likewise gives to men, to credit and receive what he
speaks.

For instance, suppose the most honourable man in the world should
come, and tell a person, such a friend of your's is dead, and hath left
all his estate to you, you are the heir; this man may speak the truth,
and nothing but that, and yet the person may not be satisfied of the
truth of it, except he be of such credit with him, that he takes it for
truth which he speaks.

From hence it comes to pass, that besides the voice of the Spirit of
the Lord, there must be a voice in the spirit of a man to be as an
echo, and that is faith; and, therefore, at first, I told you, there were
two main evidences; now, when these concur, then is a man
resolved.

When the Lord hath spoken to the heart of a man, by his Spirit,
according to the word, and his faith receives this testimony, then he
sits down by it, and seeks no other satisfaction.

But, for this assurance of faith, (seeing there are many things to be
spoken of it) I shall take another opportunity hereafter to handle it.



SERMON XXXI
THE ASSURANCE OF FAITH,
ISAIAH liii. 6,

"And the lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."

TWO things I have proposed to be considered in this passage. 1.
Whose iniquities they are, that the Lord hath laid upon Christ;
which, after we had handled, we come to the 2nd. How persons may
know that their iniquities in particular, are laid upon him.

Here I must crave your patience a little, being desired by some, to
clear up some particulars formerly delivered, being stumbled at by
some, to whom they seem not to be evident enough.

There were two things proposed for the revolving, of this question,
How a person may know in particular his own interest in Christ?

1. I discovered the dubiousness of the way that many persons go for
the resolving of this case, laying down such arguments, and
proposing them in such a way as can never give them satisfication;
that is, a proposing to themselves signs and marks from their
sanctification, to be resolved of their interest in Christ. I instanced
three particulars; universal obedience; sincerity of heart; and, love of
the brethren.

Now some have conceived, that herein I have directly stuck at the
heart of these particulars, as if I attempted the overthrow of them:
but mistake not, beloved, I spake only of their, insufficiency, to give
a satisfactory resolution of the great case depending; they are of
excellent use in their own kind, sphere, and orb; but, when they are
set on work to do those things that are beyond their power, men do
but entangle themselves, instead of getting themselves loose.
Universal obedience, as it is practised, leaves the case very doubtful,
in respect of its many imperfections; and, in that regard, it cannot of
itself determine the case, but there will be scruples arising from it.

I said, there is no such thing in the world, as universal obedience, if



you take it according to the property of speech; for that is obedience
to all things; that is the true meaning of the phrase: now, there is no
man under heaven is obedient to all things: "In many things we sin
all," saith James. It cannot then be universal, so long as there be so
many particular failings in the hearts and ways of men. Universal,
some say, in the purpose of the heart, though not in practice: I
answered, the purposes of the heart are many times extremely
corrupt; there is not a constancy of actual purpose of heart toward
the will of God; many times there is an indisposition of heart; and
averseness of spirit, to many things God requires; witness the case
of affliction, what contesting is there with the will of God; in
bearing it! What groaing under it with a kind of impatience at least!
Not that pleasure taken in it as God intends, and as the thing itself
deserves. Afflictions are for the good of God's people; "They shall
bring forth the peaceable fruits of righteousness, to them that are
exercised therein:" and, as they are good, they must not be
distasteful, but rather afflected; as a man prizeth such a physician
that can bring a medicine to cure his disease; yea, the very medicine
itself, though bitter for the present. But how far the hearts of men are
from being thus disposed, even believers themselves (for they have
too many such frailties) appears by their own experience. Where is
that constant disposition, and propensity of their spirits, to the whole
will of God?

And yet, I say, if there were a kind of obedience in men, yet that
cannot be an evidence to determine the case of itself: that that must
be an evidence, must be proper and peculiar; if it be common to
unbelievers and enemies of God with believers, it is no
distinguishing mark; but, in Philip. iii. 6. the apostle saith of himself,
that while he was a persecutor, even at that time, "according to the
righteousness of the law. he was blameless." He walked strictly and
exactly, without blame, and yet was a persecutor.

Now, I ask this question, Suppose a man's heart tell him he walks
blameless according to the righteousness of the law, as the heart of
Paul said; this will not prove him to be in a better estate than he was,
who was even then a persecuter, not converted to the faith; therefore
there may be a walking blamelessly in the righteousness of the law
before conversion. For my part, I desire to see further light in this
truth; but, to me, it seems, as plain and clear as the day, that from the



express words of the apostle himself, a blameless heart there may
be, and certainly strict to all the will of God, and yet a man be in the
state of nature.

For sincerity of heart, in doing things to the Lord, with respect to
him, what that is the apostle expresseth in the true nature of it,
saying, "Servants, obey your masters in all things, in singleness of
heart, as unto the Lord." There is a singleness of heart to the Lord,
when the heart hath an eye to him in that it doth. If it hath any wrong
ends, it is not sincerity, because that is sincerity that is done for the
Lord. Now, where shall a man find rest in the examination of his
own sincerity, that he may have peace by it, so long as men find,
upon examination, so much self? I dare be bold to say, that believers
have actually in their thoughts, themselves in their performances,
more than they have God in them; and they find stronger
impressions in their spirits to do, with regard to themselves, than to
the Lord: it is an infirmity in them, and I grant; they may not allow
of it; but the thing is true, there is a constant selfishness in that
which men do: if, therefore, upon examination, the heart must of
necessity accuse itself, as being extremely selfish, how can a man
conclude certainly, a sincerity, where there is so much opposition
and contrariety to it?

But suppose there may be sincerity; let it be granted, people may be
sincere in their own hearts. Thee jews that were enemies to Christ,
had sincerity according to God, that is the true property of sincerity;
Rom. x. 2, 3. "I bear them record they bare a zeal:" here is the
fervency of sincerity; a "zeal for God." If their zeal had been never
so hot, had it been for themselves, though it seemed for God, yet it
had not been sincerity; but if there be zeal, and that for God, this is
sincerity, in the proper nature of it; and if they had taken a wrong
course, and gone a wrong way in their zeal for God, it might not be
true sincerity; but they had a Zeal for God, and this was exercised in
the will of God himself; for they went to establish their own
righteousness, and that "was according to the law of Moses," as you
see in ver. 3, 4, 5. Here is that we describe to be sincerity, namely,
earnestness of heart, in the doing of that which the law of God
requires, and that for God himself; and yet, "They did not submit
themselves to the righteousness of God:" where it is plain, they were
enemies to the Lord, and Christ, while they had such zeal to God.



As for the point of love to the brethren, there is much stumbling, as I
conceive, at that raised from the text, 1 John iii. 1-4. Hence men
conclude, that the love of the brethren is an infallible mark of itself,
that they are the children of God in Christ: for answer to it, I think
the apostle may be understood in this passage of one christian's
knowing another, by the love expressed one to another. But you will
say, "why may he not, mean as will, we may know ourselves by it?"
I answer this, and profess, let us love never so well, there will be
cause of suspicion, or occasion at the least, that our love is not
sound, such as it should be; for if we understand how the apostle
describes the love of the brethren, 1 Cor. xiii. where he recites many
circumstances, qualities, or properties, essential to it; as that "love
seeketh not her own, love is not puffed up, it envieth not;" with
many others; I say, if a person will but examine his love to the
brethren, by those many particulars in that place, I know his heart
cannot but tell him, he is exceeding faulty in all these; it will tell
him, I aim quite contrary to this rule in my heart; I have, and do
much seek myself in the love of my brethren; I am much puffed up
over them; I have been too much a censurer of their ways; I have
exalted myself too high: I say, a true enlightened, tenderhearted
man, that can but look back and search into the several turnings and
windings of his own heart, concerning the love that he hath to the
brethren, will find his heart will be still accusing him, and as long as
it is, surely it is not speaking peace; where there is an accusation
brought against a man, there is not an absolving, or discharging him
by the same voice: but the love that we have to the brethren, is
exceeding blame-worthy, in regard of the imperfection of it; and all
that blame-worthiness will stare in a man's face, and accuse him as
defective in it. Now, if there be suspicion in the heart, there cannot
be quietness in the mind.

But to go on: I do not determine peremptorily, that a man cannot, by
way of evidence, receive any comfort from his sanctification;*

*So that the Doctor does not deny sanctification to be an
evidence of a man's slate, and of his interest in Christ, and
title to heaven, only of a lesser kind, and after-evidence; and,
indeed, faith, which he makes to be the receiving evidence, is
a branch, and a principle branch, of sanctification.

I will give you somewhat for the clearing of my judgment, which I



know is according to truth: namely, that the Spirit must first reveal
the gracious mind of the Lord to our spirits, and give us faith to
receive that testimony, and to sit down as satisfied with it, before
ever any work of sanctification can possibly give any evidence; but
when the testimony of the Spirit is received by faith, and the soul
sits down satisfied with it, then all the gifts of the Spirit bear witness
together with it, and with faith.

In brief, beloved, all the righteonsness that ever mere man reached
unto, since the fall, of itself, was never able to say, upon good
grounds, such a person is a child of God; nay, I will go higher, the
very word of grace is not able to speak to a soul, till the Spirit of the
Lord speaks: this seems strange; but, beloved, give me leave to
appeal a little to your own experience: how many times, have some
of you heard such words, of grace as revealed in the gospel,
published unto you; as may revive the hearts of men! It may be, you
have read them over, meditated on them, and endeavoured to reason
out your comfort from them; and yet all this while-they have been
dumb to your spirits; they have been like a dry tree, or rather a tree
in winter, without the appearance of sweetness from them, or in
them; at another time, the same word of grace is marrow and fatness
to your spirits: what should make such difference, that a man should
find fatness in it at one time, and yet should be so-dry to him at
another? All the difference lieth in this; when the Spirit of the Lord
will speak himself with the word of grace, it shall be sweet and
satisfactory; when he will be silent, the word shall not speak any
thing; for; indeed, that is but the trumpet of the Spirit; if the Spirit
blow, the trumpet makes a sound; if it blow not, it makes none at all;
as he speaks in the word of grace, so the melody of it ravishes the
ears and hearts of believers;, but if he himself will be silent, there is
no music in the word.

I come further to consider, how a man may then, come to know his
portion or interest in Christ.

First, the Spirit of grace speaking to the hearts of God's people,
according to the word of grace, is the revealing evidence: 1 cleared
this out of such testimonies of scripture, as I thought none could
have contradicted; he is therefore called the Comforter, because he
speaks peace to the people of God; he is therefore said to take of
Christs, and shew them to them; he is therefore called the "Spirit of



adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." No man under heaven can
say God is my Father, with propriety, but by the Spirit of adoption;
men may with lip service say, our Father, but in spirit, comfort;
confidence, and knowledge, that the Lord is their Father, it is
impossible any should say it, but by the Spirit of adoption; "The
spirit itself bearing witness with our spirits, that we are the children
of God."

To draw to a conclusion. The Spirit of the Lord always speaks
according to the word of grace; but doth not receive its credit from
it. The word of grace is the visible voice of the Spirit; his testimony
to the hearts of believers, is the hidden voice; and it is impossible
they should jar, because both proceed frown one and the self-same
spirit of truth: therefore, there is always a necessary argument
between the word of grace and the voice of the Spirit; so that you
may safely conclude, if there be a voice speaking in the heart of a
man, contrary to the word, it is not the voice of the Spirit: yet,
nothing is able to satisfy a person, that such a voice is the voice of
the Spirit indeed, but he himself that speaks,it. I will go, higher: no
person under heaven is able, upon satisfied grounds, to say, the word
of grace is the word of God, but by the Spirit's testimony. All the
arguments in the world can never satisfy men with conviction, that
this book is the word of God, but the Spirit of the Lord bearing
witness, concerning, the truth of it. I know this is taken to be a
strong argument, and thought to be convincing in the judgment of
most men, to prove that the word of grace is the word of God,
namely, the exceeding power and force it hath upon the spirits of
men; for, say they, nothing but the word of God could have such
predominancy over them: beloved, beseech you be not mistaken, as
if I spake against the word of grace, or the truth or authority of it
only let me shew you the true foundation, whereby you may be
enabled to rely upon it, and be convinced of the truth and
infallibility of it; I dare be bold to say, human words work sensibly,
as strong impressions upon the spirits of wicked men, as ordinarily
the Word of grace works upon the spirits of believers. For example,
to a person condemned to die, looking for his execution, there comes
a word of grace from the king, his life shall be spared, what
impressions do these words work upon that condemned wretch!
What a print hath it upon his spirit! What raptures of joy doth it
produce! I think there are few believers that will say; they are



ordinarily sensible of stronger impressions upon their own spirits by
the word of God, than such malefactors have by the words of a
prince. Again, a fierce and tyrannical master comes to his Servant,
or scholar, speaking big and terribly to them, sometimes strikes
them with terror and amazement: sometimes also, the terror of a
king's voice hath struck dead a person against whom he was
incensed; another hath gone home, and never enjoyed himself again,
out of the extremity of the grief, and deepness of impression such
words have had upon his spirit; such dread the words of a king work
upon the spirits of men, especially if there be dependency upon him:
Oh, then, thinks he, all is lost and gone, he is undone for ever, if the
king do but frown upon him. The thunderings of the law work
terrors upon the spirits of men, it is true; but, certainly, beloved,
there hath been well nigh as deep and strong impressions made in
the natural hearts of men, from the terrible words of a king, as frown
the terror of the law; at least, so strong, that many times you are not
able to find such from any divine words, as from such human words;
and therefore, such an argument as this, though it be probable and
useful; yet it is not infallible to prove the truth of the word of God,
and, so give satisfaction to the spirits of men, of the truth of it: the
proof indeed, that must be satisfying in conclusion, is this, the Spirit
of the Lord satisfies the spirits of believers, that it is his word; and
so, after much dispute, the most solid divines resolve the case, that
he must determine the point, and resolve it; not but that there is an
unchangeable stability in the word, and a man may be satisfied of it;
all that I aim at, is this, to reduce you to that principle that indeed
gives true satisfaction, and not dwell only in such that will admit of
some dispute.

Now, to the second evidence, whereby persons may come to know
their interest in Christ: the former was a revealing and working
evidence; this is a receiving evidence, and this is the faith of a
believer: though the Spirit of the Lord reveals his mind to men, yet
they are not fully resolved concerning it, till by faith they receive it.

An honest man may come and tell a friend, there are such and such
lands settled upon thee; but he is not resolved of it, though the man
speak never so true, except he give credit unto him, and so receives
his testimony; but when a man first speaks the truth, and his credit is
such, that he to whom he speaks receives it, then he is satisfied, but



not till then.

The Spirit of the Lord brings, the thoughts of God to the sons of
men, telling them, that he intends salvation to them: now, till men
receive this testimony, and believe it, they are never resolved; but
when they receive, and believe it, that it is a true testimony, then
they sit down satisfied.

When a man brings word such legacies are given you, and you credit
him, then you are satisfied, but not before.

Concerning this evidence of faith, I shall propose two things to your
consideration.

1. How the scriptures plentifully authorize faith, to this business of
evidencing our interest in Christ.

2. What kind of evidence this believing holds out in scripture,

1. If you will mark the scripture well, you find that it authorizes faith
in a believer, to give full evidence concerning interest in Christ: for
the clearing of this, a solid argument that necessarily infers a
conclusion, is a full proof of it;look into Acts xiii. 38, 39. you will
see, how necessarily it must be received, that faith gives interest in
the privileges of Christ: "Be it known to you, brethren, (saith the
apostle) that by this man (namely, Christ,) is preached unto you
forgiveness of sins; and whosoever believeth on him, is justified
from all things from which he could not be justified by the law of
Moses." Out of this text I argue thus, if there be justification from all
things where there is believing, this believing is a proof of it; the
conclusion that necessarily follows from the argument, also infers
the proof of it, and its validity; the apostle here endeavors to prove,
that every person that believes is justified from all things; if
therefore thou dost believe, this is a certain truth, thou art justified
from all things, from which thou couldest not be justified by the law
of Moses, It is an undeniable argument, because the apostle affixes
justification to believing; he doth not give the effecting of
justification to it; but annexeth it to believing; as the evidence: every
one that believes is justified, though it is not believing, by the
worthiness of its own act, that justifies the person.

But, further, some will be moving objections against the
effectualness of faith, as the Spirit of the Lord is in it, to satisfy the



spirits of christians concerning their interest in Christ: therefore look
into Rom. xv. 13. where the apostle proves a fulness of evidence in
faith, concerning all things that may fill up joy: "Now the God of
peace fill you with all joy and peace in believing:" do but observe
the phrase well; all joy and peace, in the fulness thereof, come to
persons in believing. What is it for a man to have fulness of joy?
This consists not only in the apprehension of goodness in a thing,
but in the propriety of it, and the security that it shall not miscarry.
A man may know there is great treasure in such a place, and not joy
in it, if it be not his; and if it be his, and in danger to miscarry, and
be taken from him, it doth not fill him with joy; there is not this joy,
except there be assuredness that it is not in danger, then is there joy
indeed; for even all the fulness of Christ for the sons of men, though
apprehended for the extent of it in general, hath not power to work
joy in their spirits, that cannot apprehend this fulness to themselves
in particular; men may come to have some glimpse of it, but they
only joy in it, that find their names written, and have propriety in it.

Again, though there be propriety, yet except the person be secure
from miscarriage in it, he will be in fear and sadness; so that there
cannot be fulness of joy; therefore it must follow, that where there is
that, there is not only propriety, but also security, in respect of the
safety of it: now, saith the apostle, "God fills you with all joy in
believing;" but except believing could appropriate the excellencies
of Christ to particular persons, and secure them concerning the
safety of these, that they shall not miscarry, this believing could not
be the instrument of all joy: therefore, it must needs follow, there is
a satisfyingness in believing, in that there is all joy in it and by it. A
man that is at law, is never quiet, till his case be determined; as long
as there is fear that the sentence of the court, or suspicion, the cause
will go against him, so long he is unquiet: but when the sentence is
given, and given for him, then he is at rest: even so, you can never
be at quiet, if your hearts be enlightened and convinced of your
natural estate, but you must be full of fear, till you know the
sentence of the Lord concerning you; it must therefore follow, that
that which brings peace to men must clear to them what that
sentence is; for, saith the apostle, "The God of hope doth fill you
with all joy and peace in believing." In believing, then, the soul
receives peace, that is, it receives the answer and sentence of the
Lord concerning itself, even the sentence of peace; for there cannot



be peace till it be satisfied of this.

If this testimony will not serve, you find how the Holy Ghost
appropriates full assurance faith; and, therefore, faith must needs be
a very excellent and satisfying evidence. In Col. ii. 2. you see how
clear the apostle, is in this: in ver. 1, he tells the Colossians, what
conflicts he had with his spirit in their, behalf, to this end, that they
"might be comforted to all riches of full assurance of understanding,
and acknowledging of God the Father, and of Christ. Observe, he
speaks, here of the riches of full assurance, of understanding, and
acknowledgment of the Lord Jesus, with God and the Father: what is
it for a man to understand and acknowledge the Lord Jesus, but
believing? To acknowledge him, is to believe in him. Now saith the
apostle, there is riches of fall assurance in this understanding and
acknowledgment: and, in ver. 5. he tells us expressly, wherein, this
full assurance of understanding and acknowledgment stands;
"Joying, (saith he) and rejoicing in the stedfastness of your faith". So
then, that stedfastness of faith is the full assurance of understanding,
and acknowledging the Lord Jesus. Some grant that faith hath an
evidencing power in it, only as it concurs with other evidences, and
so gives full assurance; but the apostle doth not only appropiate
assurance, but even fulness of assurance, to faith alone.

But, you say, the text is somewhat dark, and may be otherwise
understood: that I may therefore clear the matter more fully, and
stop the mouths of all gainsayers, I will alledge the words of the
apostle, that assurance is of faith, and even full assurance; Heb. x.
22. "Let us draw near, (saith he) with a true heart, with full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience." Here you see expressly, that full assurance is applied to
faith, and he layeth down the ground of it in the next words, "having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience." Now, what is it can
sprinkle and purge the accusing and corrupt conscience, but the
blood of Christ? If there be any sin upon it, whereby it becomes an
accusing and an evil one, that cannot be pacified and quieted, till the
blood of Christ comes, "that takes away the sin of the world;" this is
that which sprinkleth the conscience, from whence there is full
assurance of faith; so that faith fetches full assurance to the spirits of
men, not from within themselves, but from without, even from that
that sprinkles the hearts of an evil conscience.



Now, then, if faith receives a full assurance, certainly it must needs
be an unquestionable evidence, with which a man may be satisfied
in all enquiries, What is the end of enquiries, but the assurance of a
thing? When a man is already assured, especially fully assured of a
thing, he never enquires any further, or calls for more witness. Look
but upon your trials at law; there comes in one witness, and he
speaks point blank (as they say) to the case, and makes it as clear as
the day; by him the judge is fully satisfied of the case; he will bid all
other witnesses stand by, he hath heard enough. So the apostle tells
us, there is a "full assurance of faith:" doth faith assure a man?
wherefore doth he then enquire further? When he hath enquired his
heart out, he can attain but to assurance, at most but to full
assurance, he can but be satisfied: if he have this by believing, what
need he look further? If witness comes in, after a full testimony is
given, it doth but spend time, for the first witness hath given
sufficient satisfaction: so, if the Spirit of the Lord come in, and bear
witness, that such a soul is interested in Christ; when he, and the
faith of a believer, give their evidence, and raise full assurance from
that evidence given, for what purposes serve all other evidences?

Consider one place more, and it is of great moment, 1 John v. 7, 8,
9, 10. where the apostle speaks as much of witnessing, as is spoken
in all the scripture; there are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Spirit, and these three are one: and there
are three that bear record on earth, the spirit, the water, and the
blood, and these three agree in one." Mark that expression well,
"These three agree in one." What are these, you say? There is a great
deal of dispute about the meaning of spirit, water, and blood.
Beloved, the dispute will end, if you observe the next words, "He
that believeth in the Son of God, hath the witness in himself:" they
agree in one: in what? in believing; as much as to say, a man hath as
much witness and evidence as can possibly be desired, when he hath
believing within himself: for in that agree these three witnesses, the
spirit, the water, and blood. The apostle clears the matter farther,
how there is sufficient evidence in believing alone, in the next
words; "He that believeth not God, hath made him a liar:" he being
willing to clear this, that faith is sufficient to resolve a soul of its
interest in Christ, doth it thus; when a man believes it, then he takes
God's bare word, without any other testimony, and sits down, and
subscribes to it; but, when he dares not believe that word, but



requires more evidence to satisfy him, that God hath appointed, but
will have signs and marks drawn from his own works, as well as the
word of grace, to give him assurance, he makes God a liar. How so?
Because he doth not take God for a God of truth, which when he
hath spoken, will not sit down with it, but will call for futher
evidence.

But, when men seek after signs and marks to testify to God's word
of grace, that he hath spoken, or God shall not be believed, what is
this but to make him a liar? Suppose a man brings tidings of such
large deeds of gift; but, except another come and testify) with him,
he shall not be believed what do we esteem him better than a liar?

I am sure he doth not take him for a true man, if he did he would be
satisfied with his testimony; this is the sense of the apostle, "That he
that believes not, makes God a liar," in his testimony to the sons of
men; this makes it clear that there is a large evidencing faculty in
believing.

Let us now see what kind of evidence believing gives: as I said
before, it is not a revealing, nor an affecting, but it is a receiving
evidence; or it is an evidence as it receives that testimony which the
Spirit holds out, applying it unto the heart; it is an evidence, as an
officer in court is one upon trial of a case, that speaks nothing of his
own knowledge, but produceth records, and testifieth the
authenticity of them: the life of evidence is materially in the records
themselves, but the officer is an evidence, as he asserts the truth of
them.

It is even so with faith: the Spirit of the Lord makes the records, and
speaks them to the heart; faith comes in, and receives the truth of
them. In brief, faith is an evidence as it takes possession of that
which the Spirit of the Lord reveals and manifests to a person; I say,
as it takes possession, or as it enters upon the deed of gift, the Spirit
of the Lord brings to the heart. Possession is a good evidence in
land; let a man prove he had lawful possession given him, and that
proves his title to be good. The Spirit indeed, makes the title good,
but faith makes good the entry and possession, and so clears the title
to us, though good in itself before; faith is nothing else but the
receiving of Christ, that enters upon the possession of him.

To apply it to our purpose in hand: would you know that the Lord



hath laid your iniquities upon Christ? you must know it thus; is there
a voice behind thee, or within thee, saying, particularly to thee in
thyself, "Thy sins are forgiven thee?" Dost thou see this voice agree
with the word of grace, that is, dost thou see it is held out to most
vile and wretched creatures, as thou art? And, upon this revelation of
the mind of the Lord by his Spirit, according to that word, doth he
give thee to receive that testimony of the Spirit, to sit down with it
as satisfied, that, upon that agreeing with the word of grace, thou
makest full reckoning thou hast propriety in this, particulary to
thyself? If thou dost receive the testimony of the Spirit, according to
that word, here is thy evidence: thou hast thy propriety and portion
in this. How will this be made good? you say. Consider John i. 12,
13. "He came to his own; and his own received him not; but to as
many as received him, to them he gave power to be the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name." Mark first, that receiving
him, is called believing on him; or on his name; and, observe what
follows, "As many as did receive him, to them he gave power; so it
is in our translation; but in the original, the word may be rendered,
he gave them right or privilege, or he gave a warrant, as I may so
say. As when kings give out their warrants, they thereby authorize
persons to such and such offices; so the receiving of Christ hath this
consequence, namely, Christ's authorizing or warranting a person to
be an adopted son; from whence it follows most clearly, that when
persons believe, there needs no more but that, to give them
propriety, to authorize and warrant them to claim the adoption of
sons.

But you will say, there is a dead faith in the world, and a man may
presume of receiving Christ; and therefore there must be something
to give witness to faith, before the case be resolved by faith itself.

I answer, wherever there is a receiving of Christ indeed, there cannot
be presumption in that act; let the person be what he will, if there be
but a real receiving, and true believing; for the text saith, "As many
as believe in his name, he gave them right to be the sons of God:"
mark also what Christ himself saith, "He that cometh to me, I will in
no wise cast him off." What is coming to Christ? you say. Christ
tells you himself, "He that cometh to me shall not hunger, and he
that believes in me shall not thirst;" that which he calls coming first,
he calls believing next; so that coming and believing are one; as if



he had said, "He that believes in me, shall in no wise be cast away."

But you say, I am such and such a sinner, such a gross, vile, and
filthy creature, guilty of so many abominable sins; this is that which
will cause him to cast off those that come to him, Nay, beloved, let
me tell you, this is quite contrary to the text; for he saith expressly,
"I will in no wise cast out;" I say, even enmity itself, which is the
highest pitch of sinfulness, is no bar to the receiving of Christ, or
any bar to the enjoyment of his privileges in receiving of him;
"When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son," Rom. v. 10.

But you say, if there be not fruits of faith, that faith is a dead faith,
therefore there must be something to evidence with it, or else its
evidence is nothing worth.

Beloved, that which is only credited for another's sake, hath no
credit at all given to it: if a witness come, and swear clearly to a
case, and his testimony will not be taken or received, except another
come in and give testimony to him,, and what he hath sworn; the
first man's testimony is of no force, because it is not received for
itself: so if faith be not able of itself to give testimony, or must not
be credited when it doth except something will come and testify for
it, to give credit unto it, its testimony is of no worth.

Again, that which hath the whole, essence of faith, is not a dead, but
a living faith; now, the whole essence of faith, is nothing but the
echo of the heart, answering the foregoing voice of the Spirit, and
word of grace. "Thy sins are forgiven thee," saith the Spirit and
word of grace; thy sins are forgiven me, saith faith. And the soul that
can assume thus from the Spirit and word of grace, hath the whole
essence of believing: it is true, there are fruits of faith, as love by
which it works, and several others, which are begotten of God, by
his Spirit through it: "For the grace of God that brings salvation,
appearing;" that is, being apprehended by faith, "teacheth men to
deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live godly,
righteously, and soberly, in this present world. It is not faith that
originaly begets any grace, but it is the conduit pipe through which
the Lord is pleased from himself, and of his own accord, to convey
the other gifts of the Spirit. If therefore, the echo to the voice of the
Spirit, and word of grace, be the essence, nay, the whole essence of



believing; this is certain, where there is receiving or believing, there
cannot be a dead faith: the truth is, that faith which fetcheth its
evidence from man's righteousness, is dead; for the ground of a
lively faith, is goodness, wholly without a man's self; that faith,
therefore, that maketh anything within a man's self its ground, that is
not right: there is no believer but seeth so much filthiness, even in
his own righteousness, that his faith necessitates him to go out of
himself, and every thing in him, and to fetch all argument of good
wholly from without, even in Christ the rock; so then, whatever faith
builds itself upon, any thing within a man's self is a sandy
foundation; the righteousness of Christ, and not of man, being the
rock; for a man to believe, I am justified before God, upon this
consideration, because I am holy, is to make a man's own sanctity
the ground of his faith, and so destroy the nature of true faith. All
men receive this principle, that the promises of the gospel, are the
grounds of men's believing, and they are nothing else but the free
grant of God to men, of his own accord, for his own sake: now to
turn the free grace of God, granted unto men, into the righteousness
we perform in ourselves, and instead of making that, make man's
righteousness the ground of our faith; what is this but to destroy the
life of it, and so it must needs be a dead faith indeed?

In a word, if any remain unsettled in what I have delivered, or desire
further satisfaction therein, I entreat them to set down in their
memories, or notes, what I have delivered; and likewise to bear in
mind the allegations and proofs I have brought for the confirmation
of the same, and I shall endeavour to give them satisfaction. For my
own part, the Lord knows, all I aim at is, that our God, in our
Saviour Jesus Christ, might have the pre-eminence in all things; that
not only our salvation and justification might have their rise from
Christ alone, but that our peace of conscience might be fetched from
thence; and that he that gives to us the great things of the gospel,
might speak the same things by himself, or by his Spirit, unto us,
according to his word, and so we rest satisfied upon that; if any
thing swerve from this principle in all that I have delivered, I myself
abhor it. To make the evidence of the Spirit, according to the word
of grace, and the faith of a believer, no infallible testimonies of our
interest in Christ, must of necessity produce this effect; to rest and
build upon our own works, and to give the glory of our peace of
conscience and comfort thereunto; but to preach that it is only there



that evidence to us our interest in Christ, is to give unto the Lord
Jesus the honor and glory of all, and to assume nothing at all unto
our own works.

Thus, beloved brethren, you have heard the admirable grace of God.
Oh! let not there be such a heart in any, as to turn it into
wantonness! Oh! let not any one continue in sin, because so much
grace hath abounded; but let it "teach you to deny all ungodliness,
and worldly lusts, and to live godly, righteously, and soberly, in this
present world." For my own part, whatever others may think, I abhor
nothing so much as a licentious undertaking to continue in any sin,
because such fulness of grace hath abounded; and I hope assuredly,
that the God of grace and mercy, will keep by his power to
salvation, all those he delivers; and that he will so sow the seeds of
grace in their hearts, that they may not sin, that is, presumingly
break out of purpose, in hope of pardon before-hand; and I hope
also, God will meet with such as are disturbers of the truth of Christ,
and peace of the gospel, by their base and vile conversation. And |
recommend to them (if there be any such here) the reading of the
epistle of Jude, where they may see the fearful wrath of God upon
such persons as abuse the grace of God to sin; that because God
freely pardons it, therefore they will sin, and presume to do that
Which is never so filthy.

O beloved, let not the love of the Lord God in Jesus Christ thus
manifested, be so basely requited at your hands; seeing he hath so
freely loved you, and given Christ to you, that you might be to the
praise of the glory of his grace, in a godly and -christian
conversation, whereunto you are ordained: "For you are God's
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, that you
should walk in them." Ephes. ii. 10. And I beseach you always to
remember, that you cannot answer the free love of God towards you
any other way, but by shewing it in a fruitful conversation in the
world; and considering that one end for which the Lord did redeem
you, was, that you "might be a pecular people to himself, zealous of
good works." Titus ii. 14.*

*This paragraph sufficiently clears the Doctor from being a
licentious preacher.



SERMON XXXII

GOD'S COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE, THE GROUND OF
THEIR SECURITY.

ISATAH xli. 10

"Fear not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy
God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness."

IN the former part of this chapter, which we will speak a little of
because, it will make way to the discovery of the true scope of this
text, you find the Lord graciously acquainting his people,
concerning his mind, in sending Christ into the world, and what
tumults this should raise; how the Lord repelled that outcry; what
success he giveth unto Christ, raised up in spite of all the malignity
and force against his power and glory.

And it is worthy your observation, beloved, to consider how the
Lord manifests this, as a preamble to this very text. In ver. 1. he
seems to represent unto us the world, under the name of "islands and
people," and to present them in such like posture, as Demetrius and
his fellows stood in, in Acts xix. upon Paul's setting up of Christ;
there was a horrible tumult raised against his doctrine; so it seems,
the islands and the people were in such a kind of posture here;
therefore the Lord is pleased to call for silence; "Keep silence before
me, ye islands;" Such a noise there was, as I may say, that God
could not be heard: and therefore, first, he requires silence, and then,
instead of that confusion that was among them, in respect of their
madness; he desires them to deal somewhat rationally with him, he
chargeth the world to put out all the strength it hath, "Bring forth
your strong reasons, let them come near, and let us reason together
in judgment." Now, that which the Lord speaks, is as intending to
hear what they could say for themselves, in their opposition to
Christ; for so you see plainly, ver. 2. when the Lord had got silence,
he pleads the cause of Christ, by way of expostulation; as if he had
said, what madness is it in you to set your faces against him! "For



who hath raised up the righteous man, and called him to his feet, and
given him to rule over kings?" Why do you contend in this manner?
Can you tell who it is that sets him up? If ye did but know against
whom ye rise up, it would appear to yourselves to be a vain
contention: and therefore, ver. 4. he answers the question himself,
and therein shews the vanity of their opposing him. "For (saith he)
the Lord hath done it, who is the first, and who is the last." If you
fight with me, what will you get by it? Be ye sure, I will manage the
thing, it is the work of mine own hands; and it is I that raise him up,
even to rule over kings; and therefore you do but kick against the
pricks, in your contending with me.

The Lord proceeds further, to shew the certainty of the prevalency of
Christ, and in ver. 8. he goes on, to let us see, not only the facility,
but also the extent of the prevalency of Christ, both how easily, and
how far he should prevail.

This matter is of excellent consideration, "He shall pursue, (saith the
text) and he shall pass on safely," or as it is in the margin, he shall
pass on in peace: as much as to say, when Christ takes upon him to
set up his own kingdom and glory in the world, every one that sets
his face against him, shall be easily destroyed: therefore Christ shall
run quietly, and not after them too hastily; there shall be such
softness in his pursuit, that the overcoming of the opposers shall
seem to be a time of peace; there shall be such little opposition to
him.

Ver, 5. the Lord goes on, and tells of the fruit of this conquest Christ
shall have, when he comes to reign in his church: the first knit of it,
is terror to them that set their faces against his kingdom, "The
islands were afraid:" then he shews what an ill use they made of this
fear, whereas it should make them stoop to the sceptre of Christ, that
was too hard for them like malefactors indeed, when they saw
themselves, overmastered, they assembled, and gathered themselves
together; they hoped to raise up more forces, and then try it out once
more with Christ. Besides, you may observe what a politic devilish
practice they use; to bring down Christ again, when he was raised;
that which hath been the main and grand plot of satan, even to raise
up idols, and set them up by Christ, to steal away the hearts of
people. It was the policy of Balaam, counselling Balak to lay
stumbling-blocks before Israel, to entice them unto the idols of



Moab; and it was the counsel of Jeroboam to overthrow the kingdom
of Christ, to set up the calves in Dan and Bethel, that so there may
not be a going unto Christ. So you have it, ver 7. "The carpenter
encouraged the goldsmith, &c. Well, the Lord having thus
discovered what opposition there would be, at the setting up of
Christ, begins to speak somewhat comfortably unto his own people:
the opposition indeed of the world never stirs, nor moves God,
because he knows well how he can blast every attempt; yet, because
he knows that his people have flesh remaining still in them, the
appearance of a tumult, and the opposition of the gospel may, per-
adventure, put them into an affright. The Lord therefore endeavours
to hearten them against the frights they might take, in regard of the
outward appearance of opposition; and this he doth in the words of
the text; "Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I
am thy God."

Now, lest there should be a mistake to whom the Lord directs this
speech; for his intent may be mistaken in the extent of the people to
whom he speaks; therefore ver. 8, 9. the Lord shews to whom he
speaks such encouragements: "But thou, Israel, art my servant, and
Jacob, whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend."

Some will say, it seems then, that in this text, God's speaking
comfort, and encouragement, is confined only unto the people of the
jews, that are the children of Jacob, and the seed of Abraham; and
therefore, whatever comfort there is in the text, there is little comfort
belongs to us.

Consider ver. 9. and then it will appear, that. though God speaks of
Jacob, Israel, and the seed of Abraham, yet he doth not speak of the
seed according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit; for there you
read, "Thou whom I have chosen, and taken from the ends of the
earth." That Jacob then, and Israel, to whom the Lord speaks these
comfortable words, are the Jacob and Israel that are called from the
ends of the earth. Now, if you would know what is meant by the
ends of the earth, the prophet tells you chap. xliii. 5, 6, 7. "Fear not,
for I am with thee, I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather
thee from the west; I will say to the north, give up, and to the south,
keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the
ends of the earth, even every one that is called by my name." As
much as to say, this Israel and Jacob, to whom the Lord speaks, not



to fear, are a people gathered from the east, north, south, and west:
now the seed of Jacob, naturally considered, is not of that extent, as
to overspread the world every way; however, the last clause, that it
is, "even every one that is called by his name," puts it out of doubt,
that it extends also to us gentiles.

This I note, beloved, that so we may not only bare a guess that the
comfortable language, frequently mentioned by the prophet,
belongeth unto us, as well as the jews; but that we may see that it is
the mind of the Lord he hath revealed, that it indeed extends itself
unto us; for by the way, solid comfort will not be raised upon mere
guesses, or presumptious, taking things for granted, without a good
foundation to bear up such comforts: all the comfort people have,
when they run upon guesses, is only abiding with them so long as
there is not administered an occasion of discomfort; but all comforts
will vanish, that have not some foundation when they are struck at,
and when some tempest beats against them, therefore it is good to be
established in every truth, wherein comfort may be received.

1. From this passage, as it hath reference to the coherence, I may
observe unto you, that, whenever the Lord Jesus Christ is set up in
glory and beauty, he always meets with strong opposition; I say, the
Lord Christ, that righteous man, was never raised up, but a storm
was raised, with him; there is an everlasting fighting against the
glorious light of Christ's gospel, whenever it breaks out. You may
see the truth of this, beloved, especially, since Christ's personal
coming, at all times; no sooner did the apostles begin to preach him,
as raised from the dead, but a madness and a fury grew upon those
that thought themselves in authority, as the scribes and pharisees:
their swords were presently drawn, their prisons set open to clap up
those that preached Christ; Herod killed One, imprisoned another,
intending to kill him too: beloved, I need say little of this, your own
experience may now be a sufficient witness of that, which, perhaps,
you feared long before. Now is come the time of reformation, and
purging of the church, of getting up the ark, and bringing Dagon
down; you see the fruit, of this; what combustions this hath raised in
the world; let Christ himself be never so peaceable, yet when he
comes, men will quarrel with him: therefore, by the way, as it is a
truth in general, so it is in particular cases; whenever we, the
ministers of the gospel, devote ourselves only to set up Christ, and



labour mightily at this work, we must expect to have the world about
our ears; and for you, beloved, if you dream of peace and rest in the
world, finding friendship, and applause with men, while you
endeavour to set up the Lord Christ, you mistake exceedingly; you
must look for uproars, tumults, and clamours from the world, and
there will be these continually attending you.

2. You may observe, as mad and desperate as the world is, and the
enemies of Christ are, in fighting and making opposition against
him, yet no weapons, formed in this kind, shall prosper. "The Lord
hath raised him up, (saith the text) and he shall rule over the
heathen, and they shall be as dust before his sword, and as driven
stubble before his bow." I say, this shall come to pass, and,
therefore, it is no great matter how majestically the world looks, and
how mighty it makes itself; for, beloved, if all the world should
combine against one person that stands for the cause of Christ,
rather than Christ should sink, this person should be able to
withstand even the whole world. But, however, let that person be
borne down to the ground, or overborne with the world, Christ shall
never be overborne; he shall reign in glory and triumph, not only in
heaven, but also in his church; when all comes to all, let them fight
never so desperately, Christ shall be the conqueror; he shall pursue,
nay, he shall pass on softly; "he shall not need to take any great
pains, nor toil, to maintain himself, thus set up, and destroy his
enemies, he shall do it with ease.

I come to the text itself, which is a word of encouragement, held
forth to those spirits that are subject to faint and droop, in respect of
the afflictions that are likely, or, at least, seem to be likely to grow
upon the church of Christ; "Fear not, be not dismayed, I am thy God,
I am with thee."

In the words, there are two generals very observable.
I. The temper of spirit that the Lord aims to reduce his people unto.
II. The course he takes to reduce them to it.

The temper of spirit that the Lord desires to reduce his people unto,
is delivered in a double expression, "Fear not, be not dismayed:"
they are both one, saving, that dismayedness is the highest extremity
of fear; so then, the temper he endeavours to reduce them unto, is a
quietness, settledness, and undauntedness of spirit.



The course that God takes to bring them to this temper of spirit, is a
proposal of motives and arguments of sufficient effect and
prevalency to pull down vain fear out of the heart; "Fear not, for I
am thy God, I am with thee," and so, forth. The result of the text is
briefly this; they need never be afraid, nor dismayed at any thing,
though it appear ever so hideous, who have God for their God, and
present with them, and a help unto them. Beloved, these are times,
(as I hinted before) that require such a cordial as this; for now, in a
more eminent way than ever, is the glory of the kingdom of Christ
contested, and attempted to be thrown down to the dust. Now, when
we hear of evils, our hearts are subject to be dismayed, and
especially when we see them with our eyes: the sword is drawn, nay,
blood is drawn; the hearts of men are full of hintings, and many
almost at their wits ends; many begin to suspect what will become
of things, out of the fainting and suspicion of their spirits; and,
therefore, now, it is time to bring forth, out of the treasures of the
Lord, that that may stay the spirits of his people; that is, such an
encouragement as he himself gives which will be the best way to
establish our hearts, namely, when God will say to a soul, "Fear not,
be not dismayed; for I am thy God:" it is a cup of consolation
indeed; and that we may draw it forth to you, with the better
advantage to drink of it, let us take these particulars into
consideration.

1. What it is, not to fear, nor to be dismayed,
2. What it is, that we must not fear and be dismayed at.

3. What the fruit of fear or dismayedness is; or what prejudice or
disadvantage fear and dismayedness bring along with them.

4. We shall then consider the motives of the Lord, to take us off
from these distempers of fear and dismayedness; namely, because
God is our God; and in that we shall consider,

(1.) What it is for God to be thy God.

(2.) What strength there is in this argument, how this takes
off fear and dismayedness. And,

(3.) Seeing there is such strength in it, we shall consider how
God becomes the God of men, that so you may see the way
to enter into this privilege to have God for your God, and so



to be secured from fear and dismayedness.

1. What it is for a person not to fear, nor be dismayed. I have
observed, concerning all the passions and affections of men, that the
sense of them far better opens their nature, than any discourse
possibly can. When a fit of fear, especially when the height of it,
seizeth upon a spirit, that spirit may read a plainer lecture to itself of
that passion, than all the rhetoric of men can express; I mean, fear is
such a passion, as every one knows better, by those experiments
they have of it, what it is, than another is possibly able to describe. It
is a very distracting, disturbing, confounding, passion; it is a kind of
besotting passion, that makes men lose themselves, especially if it
be in the extremity of fear; it ariseth from an apprehension of some
unavoidable, insupportable evil, growing upon a person, and
occasioned, either by some symptoms of that evil, or by some
messenger or other relating it, or by some foresight of it in the eye.
Now, as evil appears greater or less, and more or less tolerable, so
the passion of fear is more or less in persons. I will give you a touch
of the nature of this passion, in the words of the psalmist, where he
sets it forth, by its contrary, by what it is not to be afraid or
dismayed, Psalm cxii. 7, 8. "He shall not be moved, saith he, his
heart is fixed, he shall not be afraid; his heart is established?"

Mark the phrases, and, in them, you have a full lecture of a heart not
afraid, nor dismayed. First, it is a heart that is not moved nor stirred:
suppose evil grows on, it may be the sword, the enemy appears
bigger and bigger; still the dangers are greater and greater; what is it
now not to be afraid? It is, not to be moved at all at any time; so far
forth as the appearance of danger moves the heart, or turns it, so far
he is afraid: so the other phrase imports, "his heart is fixed." You
know, that fear in the heart, is often-times expressed by the shaking
and trembling of it; and, therefore, the Holy Ghost expresseth it also
by the shaking of the tops of trees; it causeth an unstedfastness of
spirit. Now, saith the psalmist, "They shall not be afraid, whose
hearts are fixed;" that is, as a post that is set deep in the ground, and
rammed in, stands fast, so that if you thrust against it, it stirs not, it
is fixed; so, when any thing beats against the heart to shake, and
overthrow it, when the heart of a man stirs not at it, it is a fixed
heart, and is not afraid. And so the phrase that follows, "his heart is
established," signifieth, that it is made stable and firm, that it cannot



be shaken. In brief, to have a heart not afraid nor dismayed, is to
have a heart calm, that looks with a regardless eye, upon evils when
they grow out. You see, beloved, this affection or temper of spirit,
"not to be afraid," in the sense I mention, excellently described, Dan.
iii. 16. and there, whenever you would know whether you be afraid
or no, you shall find always, as in a lecture, the thing discovered
unto you. You know what danger was in the eyes of those three
children, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; there was a hot fiery
furnace prepared for them, seven times hotter than ordinary; the king
proclaims, that whatever he be that will not fall down and worship
his image, should presently be cast into this furnace; this was
enough to startle a person, and make him tremble; but, how is the
temper of the three children expressed? "We are not careful to
answer thee in this matter." These threatenings, though very fearful
in the eyes of others, seemed nothing to them, they made a tush at it.
Even so, people are then free, who, when evil is coming, care not for
it: a man, when he cares not for any thing that assails him, rusheth in
up upon it; and though it seem to threaten him some mischief, yet he
is confident it cannot hurt him. SO far as you can overlook evils
drawing on you, more or less, not regarding them in respect of any
hurt they can do you, so far are you free from fear.

You will say, none can have such a temper of spirit, when dangers
are growing, especially great and thick upon them.

No? What say you of these three children? I speak of men now, they
were careless.

You will say, it may be, that was an extraordinary case.

Nay, you find, that the very ground of the undauntedness of their
spirits, was the same which the Lord proposeth in this text, to put us
out of fear. "Our God whom we serve, is able to deliver us, and he
will deliver us." The carelessness of their spirits was grounded upon
a common principle of the whole church, and upon the same the
Lord proposeth to all the rest of his people, they being confident
God was their God, neither the greatness of the king, nor the
violence of his threatenings, could stir them a jot; they were all
nothing to God, who was their God, who was able to deliver them,
and would deliver them. Their confidence in this, was that which
made them break forth into this bold expression, "We are careless to



answer thee in this matter." But now, let us consider,

2. What the people of God should not fear. What, to he afraid of
nothing? doth not the Lord himself commend fear, to men? Nay, is
not God himself called the fear of Isaac? and yet would you make us
believe, that we should have no fear?

I answer, there is a three-fold fear; there is a natural, a religious, and
a turbulent fear: a natural fear is nothing, but such an affection as is
in men by nature, that they cannot be freed from; such a fear was in
Christ himself, without sin. A religious and godly fear, is nothing
but an awful reverence, whereby people keep a fit distance between
the glorious majesty of God, and the meanness of a creature, and it
is opposed to sauciness; a turbulent fear, is a fear of disquietness;
now all disquieting fear, is that which the Lord endeavours to take
off from his people.

Well, but what are the things, you will say, we should not be afraid
of, nor dismayed at? Perhaps I shall pitch upon things, people are
much afraid of, and will think strange they should not.

1. I must tell you, the people of God, need not be afraid of their sins;
and yet, let me not be mistaken, I do not say, they must not be afraid
to sin, but they need not be afraid of their sins; they that have God
for their God, there is no sin that ever they commit, can possibly do
them any hurt. Therefore, as their sins cannot hurt them, so there is
no cause of fear in their sins they have committed.

Some will be ready to say, this is strange; all the evils in the world
that come, grow up from, the sinfulness of men. If a man be afraid
of any thing, he should be afraid of sin, from whence all evils flow.

I answer, beloved, it is true, sin naturaly is a root bringing forth all
manner of evil fruit, "The wages of sin is death;" but yet, whatever
sin in its own nature brings forth, yet the sins of God's peculiar
people, that have God for their own God, can do them no hurt, and
in that regard, there is no cause of fear from any they have ever
committed. Beloved, I conceive this may seem somewhat harsh to
some, especially, such as misconceive the drift I aim at, which is not
to encourage any unto sin, but to ease the consciences of the
distressed: I desire you to resolve with yourselves this one thing, so
far as the Lord reveals it, so far you will sit down contented with his
mind revealed to you; and I beseech you, kick not against the truth.



There is not one sin, nor all the sins together, of any one believer,
that can possibly do that believer any hurt, real hurt, I mean; and
therefore he ought not to be afraid of them.*

* This is condemned as an error by D. W. in his Gospel
Truth, &c. p. 181. through misinterpreted by him; for the
Doctor speaks not of the natural evil of sin, and the effects of
it, which he represents as odious; but of the penal evil of sin,
and the penal effects of it; which the believer need not fear,
or that he shall be hurt by it, even eternal damnation, Rom.
viii. 1-33, 34. nor does he speak of sin before it is
committed, smiling upon a man with a promising
countenance; which is most dreadful and odious to the
faithful; but, as committed, and lying on the conscience, as
he afterwards explains himself; and so Hoornbeeck. Sum.
Covtr. p. 714. and Witdus in Animadv, Irem chap. 12. sec. 6.
both uuderstood him; and in this sense, sin is not to be
feared, nor can it do a believer hurt; that is, bring eternal
damnation on him. Dr. Goodwin says the same thing, "If
thou believest in Christ, fear not sin; for God, from
everlasting, saw all thy sins, and yet for all that, he continued
to accept thee in his beloved: — the reason is, because Jesus
Christ is more beloved of him, than sin is, or can be hated by
him; if sin should come to have more interest for hatred, in
the heart of God, than Christ hath for love, thou mightest
well fear; but he hath accepted thee in his beloved, therefore,
be not thou afraid.” Expos. Eph. Vol. i. p. 95. Yet, after all, |
am of the same mind I was some years ago, that such
expressions should be disused; see my Doctrine of God's
everlasting love, &c. p. 15. and heartily join in the same wish
with the excellent Witsius, Iren. chap. 13. sect. 21. that
nothing of this kind might drop from the mouth of a
reformed divine; for though sin cannot do any penal hurt to
the believer, though it cannot damn him; yet it may damp his
spiritual joy, break his peace, yes, his bones, interrupt
communion between God and him, dishonour Christ, grieve
the Spirit, and cause him to depart for a season.

How will that be made good, you will say? I will make it appear out
of Rom. vii. 15-25. it is true, the apostle expresseth himself in heavy



complaints against such sins as befal believers: "The good that I
would do, that do I not, and the evil that I would not do, that do I;"
insomuch, that in the last verse but one, he with much vehemency,
puts the question thus: "O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver
me from the body of this death?" Some will be ready presently to
say, here you see plainly is a fear of sin, or ought to be; here is a
body of death in men to be afraid of. But give me leave to tell you,
that the apostle in this chapter, as I conceive, personates a
scrupulous spirit, and doth not speak out his own present case, as it
was at this time, but speaks in the person of another, yet a believer;
and my reason is this: because, in respect of his own person, what
was become of his sins, was already resolved; therefore, I conceive,
he acts the part of a troubled spirit, that in respect of the multitude
and prevalency of corruption, was ready to cry out thus: but mark
how the apostle answers this question, whether it be his own case or
another's, and you plainly see he concludes, though there be such
marvellous filthiness and prevalency in sin, yet it cannot do any
hurt; but, saith he, "I thank God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,"
who will deliver me from this body of death: as much as to say,
indeed, till a man look to Christ, there nothing but matter of
bitterness and evil to be seen as the certain fruits of sin; and there
can be nothing else, in regard of the evil that is like to follow it. But
when persons can once look to Christ, the ease is altered. What doth
he thank God for? That though naturally a body of death grew up by
sin; yet there is no prejudice in this, can come to him, through
Christ. Now, that the apostle plainly means, that he thanks God, in
that sin could not do him, or others, any hurt, mark how in this
thankfulness he expresseth himself in chap. viii. 1. "There is now no
condemnation to them that are in Christ, that walk not after the
flesh; but after the Spirit." There you see the ground of his
thanksgiving; no condemnation to those in Christ. No, you will say,
no condemnation in hell; but yet, as there are remainders of sin in
God's own people, so there will some evil or other fall upon the
commission of sin; mark what the apostle speaks of it, in ver. 3, 4.
Would you ,have the clear mind of the Spirit in it? There it is held
forth; "The law of the spirit of life, which is in Christ, hath freed me
from the law of sin and death: for what the law could not do, in that
it was weak through the flesh; God sent forth his Son, in the
similitude of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin in the flesh."



Here Christ stands for the deliverance of his people from
condemnation, and eternal wrath, say some; yea, but saith the
apostle, "we are delivered from the law of sin and death;" what is
that,but what the law may do to persons, for those sins which are
committed by them? Now, what can sin do when it is condemned? It
is true, like a traitor, as he is at liberty, he may do mischief, but take
him as he is arraigned and condemned bound, and manacled, he can
do none. Now sin is condemned to the believer, it can do no hurt at
all to him; for what hurt can that do unto a man which is carried into
a land of forgetfulness, to avoid further prejudice of such persons as
are endangered by it? When men have been found dangerous unto
the state; it hath been a common practice, to banish them, the
kingdom, into a place far remote where they cannot have any
opportunity of doing any mischief, and when they are banished, they
are not to return again, upon pain of death. Now beloved, scape goat
hath carried our sins into a land of forgetfulness.

Consider further; suppose a man be entered into many bonds, for
great sums; it is true they remain in force; such a man, is subject to
fear arrests; but put the case these are all canceled, that the debt in
the creditor's book be blotted out, what hurt then can these bonds do
a man, when the seal is torn off, and all the writing in them blotted
out? If a man saw a thousand such bonds, it would affright him no
more than if he saw none. True indeed, every sin is a great debt, and
we commit sins daily and hourly against the Lord; and the torments
of hell are the merit of the least sin, for I speak not this to extenuate
any sin; but to shew the greatness off God's grace, and to ease upon
good grounds, distressed consciences; Therefore, such as look upon
these sins, as uncancelled, and these debts, as true debts, so long
they may work horror in them; but believers, that are the members
of Christ, may read fairly all the sins that ever they have committed,
also the desert of them, which should be executed upon them, if they
were not blotted out; but mark what the Lord speaks, Isai. xliii. 25.
"I, even I, am he, that blotteth out thy transgressions, for mine own
name sake, and will not remember thy sins." Now, what prejudice
can that do, that is blotted out? Every debt of a believer is cancelled,
so that the Lord himself hath nothing at all to lay to his charge; for,
how can that scorpion hurt, that hath lost his sting, and spent his
venom in the sides of Christ, and left it there?" Christ was wounded
for the transgressions of his people, he was bruised for their sins, the



chastisement of their peace was upon him," Isai. liii. 5. What hurt
can there be to whom there is peace from God, and nothing but
peace? It is true, our sins themselves do not speak peace, but Christ,
bearing the sin and wrath that they deserve, speaks peace to every
believer, whose transgressions he did bear.

Therefore, beloved, be not afraid, ye that are believers and members
of Christ, of wrath breaking down from heaven upon you for such
and such sins, which you have committed, for all your sins together
can do you no harm; all the sting and poison of them were spent
upon Christ. Mark that excellent expression of the apostle, 1 Car. iv.
56-57. "The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law;"
so that here seems to be a sting in sin even to death itself; but mark
what follows. "Thanks be to God, through our Lord, Jesus Christ
that hath given us the victory." What both he mean? even the victory
of overcoming sin and death. Though naturally sin hath a sting, yet
there is a victory over it; Christ is the death of it, as he took away its
sting; so that the sins of believers, set up to affright them by satan,
or his instruments, are but scare-crows and bug-bears; things to
affright ignorant children indeed, but men of insight, and
understanding, are able to see that they are counterfeit things. It is
true before men come to see the light of the gospel of Christ, their
sins stare in their faces, seeming to spit fire at them; but just as
children put one of their company into hideous postures, and a
fearful and terrible representation, causing every one that knows it
not, to run from him; so sin, as it is set up by satan, with a terrible
visage, as it were, to spit fire in the faces of the godly, seems very
threatening and dreadful, But, they are to know for certain, it is but a
made thing, there is no fear from the sins of believers; all the terror
of sin, Christ himself hath drunk, and, in drinking it, he, our life, was
crucified; and, in that regard, all the terror and hideousness of sin, as
is represented by satan, is spent, and sin itself is dead. It is true,
indeed, a living roaring lion is a terrible creature; but, of a dead lion,
there is no more fear than is of a stick, or a stone, to him that knows
he is dead. While sin is alive, it is fearful and terrible; but, when it is
dead, there is no more terror in it than is in a dead lion.

Thus I speak concerning sin, not as it smiles upon a man, with a
promising countenance before it be committed; for so it is most
dreadful and odious to the faithful, as that which crucified their



sweetest Lord; but as committed, and lying upon the conscience of a
believer, endeavoring to drive him to deny the love and free grace of
God to him, and the all-sufficiency of Christ: for, in this regard, it is
crucified by Christ, and so a believer need not be afraid of sin.
Indeed, terrible it may seem to be at first, but without just cause, for
it can do no hurt. Therefore, the apostle telling us of the hand-
writing of ordinances that was against us, and contrary to us, baith,
"that Christ hath nailed it to his cross." So that the sins of believers
are crucified with Christ; "they that are Christ's have crucified the
flesh, with the affections, and lusts." We commonly understand, as if
our mortification of sin, were the crucifying of the flesh: but the
apostle speaks otherwise, and intends, that they, that are Christ's, are
crucified with him; as much as to say, Christ's dying upon the cross
for believers, became the death, that is, the expiration of sin for
them, that it should be no more terrible unto them, nor affright them.
I have insisted, the more upon this, because, indeed, it is the root
from whence all other fears spring; for, from crosses and afflictions,
which come upon persons, (of which we shall speak presently) they
run immediately to their sins, and conceive that it is they that have
put stings into them, and make them so bitter; still therefore; they
are perplexed with fears, as long as sin is upon them; certainly, some
fearful thing will come upon them; why? they have committed such
and such sins, these be the cause of their fear. But, beloved, either
deny plainly that Christ died for your sins, that he hath borne the
whole wrath of God that sin hath deserved; or sit down by this truth,
that sin hurt Christ so much, that it cannot hurt the believer for
whom he died.

2. As we should not fear our own sins, being believers, and members
of Christ; so neither ought we to fear the sins of others.

You will say, supposing there be no sins of our own to pull down
judgments, yet the world is full of iniquity, and abundance of sins
there are, that bring down wrath from heaven.

Though it be true, that national sins bring down national judgments
and wrath; yet all the sins of the times cannot do a member of Christ
a jot of hurt; and, therefore, as they cannot do him any, he need not
be afraid of them, I will make it appear, that the sins of the world,
the crying sins of the times, can do a believer no hurt. Mark the plea
of the Lord, often mentioned in Ezek. xviii. 3, 4. against the people



that hit him in the teeth, as if he were unjust; "The fathers (say they)
have eaten sour grapes, and the childrens teeth are set on edge." He
pleads his own innocency in it, and directly answers, that "the soul
that sinneth shall die;" as much as to say, he that commits the fault,
shall, bear the burden of it; thou, that art not the committer of the
fault, shalt not bear the burden of it. Therefore, the sins of the times
that are committed by the wicked, cannot do God's people any hurt:
the childrens teeth shall not be set on edge.

But, some will say, I have had some hand in these sins, I did not
reprove them, or, I did not separate myself from them.

I answer, suppose the members of Christ are in some sort necessary
to these sins, yet, so far as you, in your own persons, have been
actors or partakers of these transgressions, Christ hath borne them,
and suffered for them. It is not some sins, that Christ bears, and
leaves some for believers to bear, and so also leaves some
punishment for them to suffer; for he, "the Lamb of God, takes away
the sins of the world;" and that he takes them all away, appeareth, I
John i. 7, "The blood of Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sins."
Whether then you consider every elect person, as he sinneth by
himself, or as he shareth with others, all these sins the blood of
Christ cleanseth him from; and, therefore, I say, the sins of other
people shall not, they cannot, be imputed to him that is a believer.

But, you will say, surely the Lord sends crosses and afflictions upon
his own people (as well as upon the people of the world) many
times, and should we not, therefore, be afraid of them?

Let me tell you, as there is no occasion, or need, nay, as people
ought not to be afraid for the sins of others, so ought not they to be
afraid for the chastisements of the Lord upon them. Consider but the
true nature of fear; look upon things as they are in themselves; if
there be occasion of fear in any thing that may come, there must be
evil in these afflictions, or else there need not be fear: now, there is
no evil in them, but all are exceeding good, and they work for good;
and that that works for good, is not evil: every agent produceth,
effects answerable to its own nature; an evil tree brings forth no
good fruit, nor a good tree evil fruit: so then, if there be nothing but
good in all the afflictions of the people of God, then there is no
cause of fear: there is an apprehension of evil in a thing, if there be



fear, but there is not a just one in a thing that is good; be assured of
this, there is no fear of afflictions, let them be ever so tart, great, or
many. Oh, saith one, I shall be undone, as others are, that are
plundered; here the heart is disturbed and distracted. But, beloved,
suppose you lose all that you have, even the wife out of your
bosoms, and your children out of your arms, and so deprived of all,
yet there is no evil in them, and therefore you ought not to be afraid.
There is nothing but good in them: the apostle, Heb. xii. ii. tells us,
that it is true, "for the present, no affliction seems joyous, but
grievous;" yet he takes away all occasions of fear, though, for the
present, they seem evil; "yet afterwards, (saith he)they bring forth
the peaceable fruits of righteousness to those that are exercised
therewith. What hurt is in them, when they bring forth the peaceable
fruits of righteousness? In afflictions, they are refined as silver and
gold. What hurt is there to silver in the fire, when nothing is
intended but the separation of the dross from it? When the Lord
afflicts his people, he sits, as a refiner, to take away the dross; the
afflictions of God's people are nothing but the refinings of God, to
take away the rust: what hurt is there in physic, especially good,
when the body is distempered? They that know the benefit of it, will
they be afraid of it, though it make them sick for a time? It is true,
ignorance and suspicion of the operation, will make men afraid; but
the Lord hath made it known to us, that all his chastisements are the
fruits of his love, and this is the end of all to take away sins: it is
true, men need not fear that the sins they commit shall do them hurt;
but the Lord makes use of afflictions, to purge out sin from the
conversation, where it is a trouble and burden, to the faithful; though
he doth not revenge himself of any sin before committed.

3. As we Ought not to be afraid of sin and afflictions in general, so
that they that have God for their God, must not be afraid of men.
The enemies of God, that fight against him, there needs no fear,
either of their wrath, or policy, their menaces, or cruelty; there is no
cause of fear of any of these; it is true, there is, doubtless, an
implacable rage, and an unchangeable resolution of revenge, if
possibly they could, even to bring fire from heaven, to devour the
servants of the living God; but if their rage were more desperate
than it is, there is no cause to fear, inasmuch as God is their God. In
Psalm cxxiv, you see there is no cause to fear, though there be ever
so much evil approaching; which was made of purpose to set forth



this thing, that the godly need not fear the fury of the oppressor: "If
the Lord had not been on our side, when men rose up against us,
they had swallowed us up, when their fierce wrath was kindled
against us; but blessed be the Lord, (saith the psalmist that hath not
given us as a prey to their teeth; our soul is escaped as a bird out of
the snare of the fowler, the snare is broken, and we are delivered."
Here is fierce wrath, but yet here is escaping, as a bird out of the
snare of a fowler; and how comes this to pass? The Lord is their
help, and on their side; and if he be on our side, what need of fear is
there of their wrath? "Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee, and
the remainder of wrath thou shalt restrain," Psa. Ixxvi. 10. See what
little cause there is of fear from the wrath and rage of men; there
shall nothing but matter of praise come forth to the Lord out of it:
wilt thou be afraid of that by which he shall be praised? he is praised
by the wrath of men, and all the superfluity of wrath, more than is
for the glory of God, he will restrain; the wrath that is more than for
his praise, he will be sure to keep it in, and that that is for his glory,
wilt thou be afraid of?

Moreover, as you ought not to fear the wrath of men, so neither their
policy; though hell itself combine with them to lay snares to entrap
the people of God, there is no cause of fear; let there be Ahitophels
among them, whose counsel is an oracle of God, yet he will turn
their counsel into foolishness; their Lord confounds the wisdom of
the wise, and brings to nought the counsel of the prudent: where is
the wise many where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this
world? He hath chosen the foolish things of this world to confound
the wise, as well as the weak things of the world to confound the
strong. Now if the Lord choose foolish things to confound the wise,
or the wise things of the world to confound themselves, why
oughtest thou to be afraid?

Also there is no occasion of fear, to them that bare God for their
God, of the instruments of cruelty; let them have all that cruelty
itself can invent, fear not them, fear not their swords, their engines
of war; what need we be afraid of that which shall not prosper?
Now, the Lord saith plainly, that no weapons formed against the
church shall prosper. You know, indeed; that unto a naked breast a
sword is terrible; but where there is a coat of mail to fence off a
sword, he that hath it, is, or need be no more afraid of the thrust of a



sword, than when there is no sword at all thrust against him,
especially when he knows his coat of mail is sword-proof; that it
cannot pierce it. Armour of proof, you know, will keep out a bullet;
when a man knows his armour is of proof, he cares not whether he
hath a dagger thrust at it, or a pistol shot against it, he fears not, he
cares not; the armour of believers is pistol-proof, it cannot be shot
through.

But, you will say, many are Slain; will you condemn all that are
killed by the enemy, as not believers?

Mistake me not, I do not say they are sword-proof, so that the same
thing may not befal unto them, as unto others; but only so, that
nothing that befals them, can be truly evil unto them; and in respect
of the soul, all that the enemy can do, cannot destroy that.

Do you not see them dead, you will say?

But mark what the apostle saith, "Our life is hid with Christ in God."
It is true, there is a natural life, that may be destroyed, as well as the
life of a wicked man; but yet the soul of a believer, is not destroyed;
it is cannon-proof, all the devils in hell cannot destroy it; "Christ
himself is our life; now, when he shall appear, then shall we appear
with him in glory:" so that Christ himself must be killed, before our
lives shall be destroyed by the enemies. You that are believers" have
this advantage of your enemies, the unbelievers; you may take away
their lives, but they cannot take away your's; they have but one life,
a natural life, but they that are believers, have a life in Christ; nay,
he is their life; he himself must be annihilated before they shall: all
the power of the sword cannot take away that life from you; it is
true, they may take you out of this world, and the comforts of it; but
know, this world, when the Lord will have the soul separated from
it, is a comfortless world; if he himself should answer a person, to
give him life in the world, when himself, hath purposed to take him
out of it, that, and life itself; would be a hell to him. Beloved, the
Lord intends only your good in all your changes, and that which is
best, he provides for you; though your life be taken away from you,
where is the hurt or loss? Consider it well, beloved, death is but the
opening of the prison doors to let you out; it is but the arrival of a
vessel into the haven of rest. What doth the sword do when it enters
into a believer? It makes but a change of immortality for mortality,



of life for death, of strength for weakness, of glory for shame, of
holiness for sin; it doth but pull down. a rotten house of clay, to give
possession of mansions of glory; it doth but take persons from
cottage at will, to enter into a lordship of inheritance; for it gives full
possession of an eternal one. The sword that enters into the breast of
a believer, doth but put him into the chamber of the bridegroom, and
consummates the marriage of the Lamb to him; it is the fulfilling of
the great cry of the saints, "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly;" and,
"I desire to be dissolved, and to be with Christ:, it takes the bride
into communion with her long looked-for beloved, and gives her
possession of those things she longed for. While we are in the flesh
we are absent from the Lord; we enjoy the vision of Christ now but
in hope, and darkly; but, "when this earthly tabernacle shall be
dissolved, we have an house not made with hands." It doth but carry
the believer out of a barren, blustering, troublesome wilderness, unto
his home, to sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the
kingdom of glory: what hurt is there in all this? Consider this, that
when the worst comes to the worst, if ye should be brought into the
greatest strait that ever man was in, when cruelty shall rage and
swell to its utmost bounds; this is that which stays up the heart, and
makes the weakest spirits strong; and the want of this makes the
strongest run away: when a man shall think with himself, if I should
be now thrust through by the sword of the enemy, what will become
of me? If I be not a member of Christ, I shall go to hell for ever; O,
how will this startle him! This in the heart of the stoutest soldier, is
enough to make him run away, have he never so much courage; but
when a man shall stand in the face of an enemy, and the bullets fly
about him on every side; and thus think with himself, what if one of
these should hit me, what shall become of me? whither should I go?
If he can but say in true faith, heaven is mine, and Christ is mine, I
shall go presently unto God, my Father, at whose right hand are joys
for evermore; I cannot have a better turn done me, than by one of
these messengers, to be sent presently thither. It is recorded, that
there was a man had a spear run at him, by one that sought his life,
and entering, it happened to lance an ulcer, that all the physicians
could never cure; that thrust of the spear cured the ulcer. O beloved!
all the world is not able to cure the ulcers that are in believers, in
respect of the cohabitation and practice of sin; for sin will arise, and
break forth, in spite of all, and they shall not cease to sin, till they



cease to be here. Now the sword that enters into their hearts at one
thrust," perfectly cures the ulcers of sin, that there shall never arise
any more; now what hurt is there in that spear, that cures instead of
killing?

This, beloved, I speak to encourage all the faithful; when the enemy
looks big upon you, and your hearts are ready to faint; consider what
the Lord saith, "I am your God, be not afraid, nor dismayed."
Sometimes I observe, people look upon believers with an evil eye,
because they do not see them of such dejected countenances, and so
full of fearful expressions, as are in themselves, or others: believers
they presently censure them as void of sense, and full of security.

But, consider hath not the Lord promised, that they shall not be
moved with evil tidings? Is there nothing in such a promise? Will
you say, there is no strength, nor truth in him, in whom is the fulness
of all? that when you find such undauntedness in any, that when
men speak of fire and sword, and the cruelty of the enemy, say, "We
are careless, as touching this matter;", you say, they are stupified, or
carnally secure, do you not therein charge the three children for the
same. Shall the people of God, who out of the apprehension of God
being their God, and out of the gun-shot of sin, say, we fear not
touching this matter, shall they be condemned for it? Do not
condemn God; is thine eye evil, because his is good?

Now, what are the disadvantages by this dismayedness of Spirit?
There are three sorts of them.

I. Fearfulness of spirit produces a great deal of prejudice unto God,
not simply to the being of God, but to his glory and honour; it casts
many slanders upon him.

1. Upon his power. 2. Upon his faithfulness. 3. Upon his care and
providence. 4. Upon the freeness of his grace. 5. Upon the efficacy
of the sufferings of Christ.

1. It casts a slander upon the power of God: if you lend a man an
hundred pounds, and he give you a bond to pay it you again, it may
be, you fear you shall not have it again; what is the ground of it? I
doubt, say you, he will not be able to pay me: when fear ariseth from
such a principle, doth not this cast an aspersion upon the ability of
the man? If you thought he were an able man, you would not suspect
him; so, when you see such and such evils growing towards you,



and you begin to be afraid, and to cry out, doubtless I shall sink
under them, God is not able to deliver me at such a time; I say,
unbelief of the power of God, being the occasion of such fear,
thereby casts an heavy slander upon him.

But Some may say, I never, doubted of the ability of God.

If you do not, yet Israel did; "Can God, (say they) give flesh in the
wilderness?" And consider with yourselves, how often it hath been
in the hearts of people, when they have been in any great extremity.
How shall we escape? there is no possibility for us to avoid this evil:
is not this now a calling in question the power of God? If so, then is
there a great scandal cast upon it.

2. It likewise brings a scandal on the faithfulness and truth of God.
Some will say, I do not question whether God can do this, but all my
fear is, whether he will do it, or no; this ariseth from a suspicion,
that God will not do it. Now, I ask, hath he said, he will do it? Hath
he said, "I will never fail thee, nor forsake thee? That all things shall
work together for our good?" "And do you fear he will not so it?
What do you think of God? Is he not as good as his word? Are God
and his faithfulness out of credit with you? Hath he said, and will
not he perform? If a man hath promised to give you an hundred
pounds, and when he is gone, you fear you shall never have it; do
you not call in question the honesty of this man? Do you not make
him a liar? Hath not God promised to save and defend you; to be
your shield and buckler? Now you, by fear, calling this in question,
is this any better, than to charge him with dishonesty? and to make
him a liar, that he hath said, and will not make good what he hath
said?

3. You charge the providence and care of God: you know what he
hath Said, "be careful for nothing, but in all things make your
requests known to him; and cast your care upon him, for he careth
for you." Do you think, he is mindful of you and cares for you, when
extremity of danger comes upon you; and you fear you shall
miscarry in such danger? either you think that he doth not mind you,
or if he doth, he is not able to help you. This was David's fault, he
runs on in this manner: "Hath he forgotten to be gracious? hath he in
anger shut up his tender mercies? will he be favourable no more?"
He charged God with forgetfulness.



4. You cast a scandal upon the free grace of God, when thus afraid;
thy fear is, that such an evil will overtake thee; and thou lookest
upon thy deserts, and say, this may well come upon me, I have
deserved it; I have committed such and such sins, and they will
certainly provoke the Lord to send all these evils I fear upon me:
because thou hast sinned, thou fearest such punishments will come
upon thee; consider, how thou slanderest the freeness of the grace of
God; there is no avoiding of evil, sayest thou, because sin hath been
committed; yet herein grace indeed consists, that though it be, yet no
wrath shall be provoked, nor punishment inflicted; so often as men
fear afflictions from sins committed, they slander the grace of God:
there is no way for me to escape, for I have sinned, will men think.
When a scholar comes home to his father, and cries, 1 have
committed a fault, there is no escaping the rod, for every fault I
commit, I shall be whipped; is not this to cast a scandal upon the
clemency of the master, as if he were so rigid, that he would pass by
no fault? If you, upon sin committed, fear wrath and judgment, what
do you think of God? Do you not plainly declare, that there is no
clemency in him?

5. You cast a slander upon the sufferings of Christ, that fear wrath,
because you have committed such and such a sin; beloved, to what
purpose are they? Were they not for the sins of men? Did the Lord
behold the travail of his soul, and was he satisfied? and will he come
and exact a new payment, after satisfaction given and
acknowledged? Either God must be dishonest, to exact payment
twice for one debt, or Christ's satisfaction was insufficient? If he did
not bear all the wrath of God, but you must bear some of it
yourselves, where is the efficacy of his sufferings? If they were
sufficient, wherefore should you then fear any wrath? Certainly, you
must either say, Christ hath not borne all indignation, and so make
the scripture a liar, which saith, "He beheld the travail of his soul,
and was satisfied," and his sufferings of none effect; or else, though
sin hath been committed, you cannot fear wrath, or any evil, as the
effect of it.

The second prejudice of fear is, as it respects God's service; it may
appear divers ways to you.

1. So far as fear possesses the heart, so far is faith suppressed; it is
the cat throat of believing; "In quietness and confidence shall be



your rest where there is rest, there is confidence; and where there is
no rest, there can be no confidence; there-fore as far as you fear the
afflictions of the world, in respect of your sins, so far are you weak
in faith; faith makes men sit down satisfied, whereas fear fills men
full of doubts: when things are not clear, there are disputings, but
faith puts an end to all doubts and fears; wherefore, so long as there
is fear, there is unbelief.

2. Fear is prejudicial to all religious duties: it is a damper of prayer:
beloved, you know, that the life of prayer lies in faith," If any man
pray, let him ask in faith," saith James. Faith is the wing of prayer,
and carries it up to heaven; clip the wing, and the motions of it must
be slow.

Beloved, you that are afraid, in such a fit, what hearts have you to
pray? In brief, there is this great prejudice in fear, it makes all the
duties that persons perform, merely selfish: you know that a servant
is very diligent for his master, when no danger cometh; but, let the
servant be in fear of it, he will leave his masters business to shift for
himself, and seek for his own safety? so consider it well,whether
your hearts are not for, yourselves in your services, when there is a
strong, passion of fear in your spirits. When a man is in prayer;
against some evil he fears is approaching him, what prayer is it? He
is altogether for himself that he may be delivered from his present
fear; there is not a thought (so far as this fear prevails) that God may
be glorified all the while, but only of the evil that is, or like to fall
upon him: the believer should serve with sincerity and singleness of
spirit; he should do that which he doth, as unto the Lord. Do not
mistake, it is not the spirituality, nor fervency in the performances of
duties, that carries it; duties are not expiatory helpers with Christ:
but, when duties are performed as to, and for, the Lord, and not to,
and for, a man's self, then are they right as services. But all our hope
that we must have in any condition; must be only from the grace of
God, and all that we act must be to him, for what he hath done for
us. Therefore, seeing it is the Lord himself that calls upon you, and
bids you be not afraid, take courage from him, and quit yourselves
like men: in danger "be strong, in the Lord, and in the power of his
might." There is this difference, between God's call and man's, to do
anything; men call to services and employments, but cannot give
them power to perform that which they are called unto; but God



calls, and gives influence of his own, to make men do such things he
calls them unto; the Lord saith, "Fear not," and in his voice, there is
life, to frame the same temper in your hearts. Christ stands over your
dead hearts, as he did over the dead body of Lazarus, saying arise,"
who immediately arose; the word of his mouth carried life into it,
and with it; so it saith, "Fear not," and immediately it takes away all
fear from the spirit of that man he speaks inwardly unto; other men
may speak, and speak their hearts out, and never the better; but
when God calls upon you not to be afraid, he is present in his-
ordinances, merely for his own sake, to hold out this undauntedness
of spirit to you;. it is now with you, if you embrace it; he will make
you of an undaunted spirit; he shall, strengthen you as that leviathan
the Lord speaks, of in Job xli, which esteemed iron as straw, and
brass as rotten wood, because his scales were so strong: know this,
that believers are the leviathans of God, he will so steel their spirit,
that they shall cut iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood. The Lord
is able to put such a spirit into you, and he will make good his
promise, wherein he hath engaged himself, that his strength shall be
made perfect in weakness; therefore, though you have said, my
strength faileth me, yet he shall be the strength of your hearts, and
your portion for ever; thus you shall give that to him that fearful
men rob him of, that is, the glory of his power, faithfulness, the
freeness and riches of his grace, and care of his people's Welfare,
and Christ of his sufficiency; wherein he hath promised plentifully
to supply you with all spiritual strength, that you "shall run, and not
be weary, walk and not faint." In a word, there are a few civil
respects that I will mention as motives against this fear.

Know, fear, especially dismayedness, pats a man besides his wits,
that while he is in such a passion, he is to seek for common ways of
safety; so that whereas men think that fear will help them to avoid
danger, commonly, in amazement, people stand still, not able to stir
to save themselves. Besides, this fear is such a torment, that
commonly those evils, so much feared, prove not so hurtful, nor evil
to a person, as the present fears; and, besides this, it many times
doth not only daunt the spirit of a man in himself, but proves very
dangerous to others. You already have had sufficient experience, not
long since, of the evil and mischief this fear had like to have
occasioned in the army; a thousand to one it was, that the fear of
some had not made all the rest to fly; and it was a miracle of mercy,



that there should be so great a fear in the army, and yet stand so to it.
Fear, at such a time, is of a wonderful spreading and dangerous
nature; fearfulness in one, kindles it in many: and so, not only men's
persons, but also the cause itself, is hazarded; but these are but low
things in respect of the prejudice God himself sustains in the fear of
men; therefore, for your encouragemnent, consider what the Lord
hath in store for you; nothing he hath, is, or can give, he thinks too
good for you, but is willing to part with it to make you happy; he
parts not with his goods, but with his Son, for you; nay, with that
which is more, if any thing can be more than his Son, that is,
himself. Will you now deprive yourselves of the sweet enjoyment of
all these, by your base unbelieving, and fearful hearts? Rather let us
freely receive, thankfully acknowledge, and constantly rest upon our
Father's abundant mercy, expressed in so many blessings; but,
especially in the gift of his only Son, given unto us, "That we might
serve him, without fear, in holiness and righteousness all the days of
our life," Luke 1. 74, 75.



SERMON XXXIII

GOD'S COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE, THE
GROUND
OF THEIR SECURITY.

ISAIAH xli. 10.

"Fear not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy
God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness."

UPON a like occasion, now offered, I have, (peradventure, in the
hearing of some present) made entrance into these words I have read
unto you; I shall give you but a taste of what I have formerly
spoken; so much as may serve, by way of introduction to that, in
which I mean to spend the remainder of this time.

The occasion of the words, you may see in the former part of this
chapter. At this instant, was a great tumult, upon raising of the
righteous man from the east, that is, the setting up of Christ: such a
noise, that God was fain to call for silence, and then for their plea,
ver. 1. if they had any thing to say against this, to bring their,
strongest reasons. Having obtained silence, the Lord makes his plea
against their tumultuous opposition, vet. 2. "Who is he that raised
him up, and hath given nations to him, and made him to rule over
kings? I, the Lord did it," vet. 4. What have you to say to me? He
shall prosper with ease, he shall go softly, he shall never run for fear
of being circumvented; "He shall go in a way that his foot hath not
trod before;" he shall go further than he hath gone. And what say
they to this, when God speaks? Yet, the tumultuous men will not be
quiet, they consult to find out help; nay, they conspire, the carpenter
and the smith.

Now, because, there is such a combustion, when Christ is set up, lest
the people of the Lord should be possessed with fear of miscarriage,
he turns his speech to them; "Fear not, I am with thee; be not
dismayed, I am thy God." Christ, whenever be is exalted, did, doth,



and will, find great opposition; but, in spite of all, he shall prosper,
all opposition shall not hinder; nay, he will go softly, that the world
may see that he is not afraid of any whatsoever. In this text, the Lord
is pleased to provide a pillow (as for a king) for the heads of his
people, or a staff for their trembling hands, to support their sinking
spirits; they are apt, to be discouraged; it seems the Lord is pleased
to take their condition, into his hand, to speak to the occasion of
their trembling; and to give out such words that may be a stay, that
they may stand fast, though blusterlings grow greater than they are.

The text is nothing but gracious encouragement, or a comfortable
support of a sinking spirit; the encouragement is, "Fear not, be not
dismayed;" the arguments by which he would prevail with them not
to fear, nor be dismayed, are, "I am with thee; I am thy God; I will
help thee; I will uphold thee with the right hand of my
righteousness." The point is, they that have God, for their God, need
never fear, nor be dismayed; seeing he is with,them, will help them,
strengthen them, and "uphold them with the right hand of his
righteousness.

Concerning this fear and dismayedness, we spake largely the last
time on this occasion. 1. What it is not to be afraid of 2. What we are
not to be afraid of. 3. What the inconveniences of such fear are.

1. In brief, not to fear, is no more but a composedness; against any
evil that cometh. Excellent is that expression, Psalm cxii. 8. "They
shall not be afraid of evil tidings." Why? "Their heart, is fixed;"
established, they shall not be removed. Here is the expression of a
fearless heart, a heart fixed, established, and not moved. You have it
likewise excellently set out, Daniel iii. 16. in the story of the three
children, being sentenced to be cast into the fiery furnace; they came
before the great king Nebuchadnezzar, and he spake big to them,
and tells them what they must trust unto, if they will not fall down
and worship his God. Mark now, their fearlessness is expressed:
"We are not careful to answer thee in this matter, our God, whom we
serve, will deliver us." See what a disposition this is, and what the
ground of it; here is a true fearlessness, if when ever evil comes,
men can say, it matters not, we are ready for it. And look into, the
root of it, and you shall find it in their answer: "our God is able to
deliver us;" that made them so careless in so weighty a thing.



2. What it is we should not fear. I answer, (1.) Not God himself, as
to do us any hurt; fear him with awful reverence we must. A
believer, that is the servant and chosen of God, need not fear that he
will do him any hurt. "It is God that justifieth," therefore will not
harm thee. The heart of God is to his people; "My bowels are
troubled for thee? saith he to Ephraim. Can he hurt them while he is
troubled for them?

(2.) They must not fear their own sins; I do not say, they ought not
to fear to commit sin; but they ought not to fear what hurt their sins
can do them, seeing they are blotted out. If a man have subscribed,
and sealed an hundred bonds, and all these be cancelled, he need
fear no hurt they can do him: Paul in Rom. vii. complains indeed of
a body of death, and the power of sin; but in the close, he shews how
little he fears anything that sin could do: "Thanks be unto God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ." What doth he thank him for? that
though his sins were so great, yet they could not do him any hurt,
nor any of God's people. Look into chap. viii. 1, 2, 3.

Now, beloved, give me leave to tell you, if you be believers, and
weak in faith, I dare be bold to say, nothing cuts the heart so much,
in respect of fear of evil, as the sins you commit; these will be
swords to your hearts; but if you be believers indeed, the sword is
broken, the sting is .one; "The sting of death is sin, the strength of
sin is the law; but thanks be to God, that hath given us the victory"
over sin and death; so that we may boldly say, "0 death! where is thy
sting? O grave! where is thy victory?" 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. If you
be the Lord's, and he your's, if you be believers, you may triumph as
the apostle doth; it is gone; nay, "0 death! saith the Lord, (in the
prophecy of Hosea) I will be thy destruction." I beseech you, give
not ear, either to satan, or to whatsoever instrument he hath, that
would possess you, that though Christ died for you, and bore your
sins himself upon the cross, or on the tree, (as the apostle Peter
expresseth) yet those same sins will do you hurt, and prove a
mischief to you. I say, there cannot be greater affront offered unto
Christ, than to make the believer conceive that he was not able to
bear their sins, nor the wrath of God sufficiently for them, but that
they must be wounded, notwithstanding all that he hath done. If
Christ be hurt as much as sin can hurt him, how can any man be hurt
by it, for whom he suffered? If he upon the cross took the sting out



of it, and carried it to his own grave, how cometh it to have a new
one? Or did he die in vain? If he took away the sting of one sin, and
not another, there were need of another Christ, it seems, to take
away that that is behind, and so Christ hath not perfected for ever
them that are sanctified: I desire you to hear with patience; this is the
first ground of all your comfort in affliction, that sin is gone; for
them all your afflictions cannot give discomfort, seeing all arise
from sin, the sting of affliction. Hereupon the apostle triumpheth,
"Who can lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth," who can condemn? Contrariwise, the Soul is in the
greatest bitterness, when sin remains, and the sting of it is not taken
away, but when God is reconciled, as he is to the faithful, and not
sin imputed, 2 Cor. v. 19. how can sin do hurt, when it is not to be
imputed? God uses to reckon when he takes payment; if he doth not
reckon with men, he will never smite them with wrath; as is the
wrath, so must be the hurt that person is to sustain, in respect of sins
committed: chastise he doth indeed, for special ends, but the sin doth
not at all hurt; and though the Lord afflicts; that will do you no hurt
neither: afflictions are his physic; to purge the conversation. Will a
man think that is ready to die of the stone, or wind-cholic, or
stoppage in the stomach, if a physician comes and gives him a bitter
portion, that he does him any hurt, when he knoweth it is to recover
his life, and save it? he knows he dies, if he heals not the infirmity;
God useth no physic, no chastisement and affliction, but it shall
work for good; as in Heb. xii. 11. "No affliction for the present is
joyous, but grievous; yet, afterwards; it bringeth forth the peaceable
fruits of righteousness, to them that are exercised therewith. What
hurt is there in all this?

But I must come to that which I have more particularly to deliver to
you; and that is upon the consideration of God's motives, by which
he attempts to prevail over the spirits of his people, not to be afraid,
or dismayed, come what can, or may, he is best able to persuade; he
best knows what rhetoric will take with his own people: a man that
hath had the breeding of a child, and observes the temper of it, can
better tell, than any other, which way to win him: God hath the
breeding of his own children; nay, he goeth further, he hath them at
his own beck, and therefore, can best tell which way to work upon
them, and beget that in them which he calls for of them. The Lord
would have them not be afraid, nor dismayed; let him propose his



way to bring them to this composedness of spirit; it is but
presumption in any creature to conceive, there may be better ways to
work upon the spirits of men, than that which God prescribes: and it
is worth our observation to consider, that when the Lord puts his
people upon such a spirit, he doth not say, you have fasted, prayed,
forsaken your sins, denied yourselves, and walk holily with me, and,
therefore, fear you not; he hath higher propositions, that have more
excellent virtue to move his people: he saith, "Fear not, I am thy
God; I will help thee, and uphold thee with the right hand of my
righteousness." The prop for upholding of spirits against fear, when
evil cometh, is without a man's self, in him that is a rock, and
unchangeable; the Lord doth not day, you change not, you
continually proceed in holiness, and waver not, therefore ye are not
consumed, but, "I am God, and change not, therefore ye sons of
Jacob, are not consumed." Therefore, if you would have settledness
of spirit, you must go out of yourselves, and fetch it out of God
himself; and I dare be bold to say, take all the comfort of all the
world, of all the creatures mixed together; extract the quintessence
of their excellencies, all shall never settle a heart, nor make it secure
and free from fear, but only this, that God is their God: and by the
fruit of this principle, a poor tottering spirit is under-propped, with
four pillars, at every corner one, as I may say; or rather, there is one
main principle, and three subordinate supporters affixed unto the
main principle, for sometimes you shall see great weights laid upon
some great pillar, and for the better securing of that which is laid
upon it, some short pillars branching out frown the main, spread out
wide, and so upholding.

This present discourse seems to be such a main principle, that is,
God's being a God to such a people, "I am thy God;" this is the
foundation, this is the great pillar: "I am with thee, I will help thee, I
will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness;" they are
the three supporters that issue out of this main principle; for they are
all but branches flowing from this privilege of God's being your
God; these, I say, are sufficient to keep the most tottering spirit
immoveable, like mount Sion, never to be removed. I shall take the
principle, the main support, into task, at this present, and therein
consider what excellency there is in it: "Fear not I am with thee; be
not dismayed, I am thy God."



In handling of this, that you may the better see what stability there is
for a tottering spirit in this support, let us consider:

1. What it is for God to be thy God.
2. What a person hath in this, who hath God for his God.

3. By way of answering objections, shew how it is so well with
those that are the Lord's, this being true, that God himself is their
God.

4. How he becomes their God, and upon what terms.
5. How he will be found of them to be so.

There are excellent usefulnesses, if the truth be well sifted, and
dived into.

1. What it is for God to be thy God.

There is much in it, nay, there is more in it than is any one thing
delivered in scripture; there is all in it, that concerns the present and
future well-being and happiness of a believer; all is in this one thing,
"I am thy God." While you have all things else but this, you have but
the rays of the sun; while you have this, you have the sun itself in
his brightness, glory, and lustre. But to clear this a little, what it is
for God to be thy, or my God; you must not understand the Holy
Ghost, speaking in the plural number, of the whole world: but, of all
the members of Christ, as one body; the passage is to be understood
distributively, of every such particular person, and so he is thine,
and mine, and their's; / am their God, is all one with, "I am thy
God." In the scriptures you find a vast difference between God,
simply and abstractively considered, and relatively considered; and
that we must note before hand, that you may know wherein the
strength and comfort of this passage lies. For God to say, "Fear not,
I am thy God," is ten thousand times more comfortable, and hath
more in it, than simply for him to have said, Fear not, I am God. I
say, there is far more support in this expression of him, considered
as our God; than as he is considered simply and abstractively
without relation to us; for so it imports only to us, the
incomprehensible, perfect, and complete being of God, as he is in
himself: but, considered in relation, as he is thy God, imports to us,
not only what he is, in respect of his absolute perfection, but, what
he is to them, whose he is; so that the phrase imports, not only what



God simply is, but also, that whatever he is, in and from himself, the
same he is to those persons whose he is. It is worth the observation,
that the scriptures plainly hold out, that whenever the Lord is spoken
of, in reference to wicked men, he is never mentioned in way of
relation unto them, but only to his own people; you will not find in
all the scripture, God said to be the God of any person that is a
wicked man: but, lest there be a mistake, you must know this
relation of God to people, may be considered, either as common, or
as special and peculiar. It is true, take a church, as it is mixed, so
sometimes the Lord is spoken of in relation to them: as for example,
Exod. xx. 2. "I am the Lord thy God, that brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, and out of the house of bondage" Here is God spoken
of in relation, "I am the Lord thy God;" and this seems to be spoken
collectively to the whole body of the church, one with another; but
always observe this rule, where the Lord is mentioned in relation to
a mixed people, that is, a church, consisting of mixed persons, all
the privileges from such a relation of God, in reference to such
persons, are but common privileges: so in that text, "I am the Lord
thy God," observe, he calls himself indeed, their God, take them
conjunctly, one with another; but wherein their greatest privilege
was, which they had, in having him their God, he expresseth thus;
"That brought thee out of the land of Egypt;" which was but a
common privilege; and therefore, though God be said to be the God
of people, being mixed, yet he is not so their's, as he is his own
people's, the living members of Christ: those that are mixed, receive
some common propriety, or common things in that propriety; but
they partake not of the whole propriety. Usually in scripture, the
phrase, "I am thy God," is spoken only to the Lord's servants, his
chosen, that he will not cast off; and so it is to be understood in this
text, as it is in the words immediately before it, for you will see that
God speaks peculiarly of his own elect people, and saith of them,
and to them," Fear not, be not dismayed, I am thy God," &c. The
Lord frequently expresses himself in this relation, when he comforts
and stays up his people, as the best motive to uphold their spirits.
Isaiah 1. 10. "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that walketh
in darkness, and seeth no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord,
and stay himself upon his God." Here is the very basis, the great
pillar to bear up, even in a state of darkness; God is his God, let him
stay himself upon him, because of this relation.



Beloved, a man that trusts to another man's estate, trusts to a broken
staff, as we say, and may be deceived, except that be made his own:
a child of light can never be able to walk in darkness, except he have
assurance that God is his God, by whom he stands: "God is my rock,
and my salvation," saith the psalmist, Psalm Ixii. 2. "Who is a rock,
save our God?" Psalm xviii. 31, So Thomas, not being present when
Christ made it appear to the rest, that he it was that suffered, and
rose again, because he would not believe Christ was risen, he
received this check; "Because thou hast seen thou believest; blessed
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." Now Thomas,
having such a check, what had he to rest upon but this, "My Lord,
and my God?" When Christ seemed to be angry, he closed with this,
"O God, thou art my God;" thou canst not forsake me, thou canst not
be wanting to me, thou art my own.

It will be worth while to consider, what the Lord's being a man's
own God is: the best way to set this out unto you, is to speak as
plainly as may be, even in the most familiar way, by which you may
reach some of the depth of this mystery. "I am thy God," is as much
as to say, thou hast a propriety in me; or, I am as much thine own, as
any goods, or any thing is thine; look, therefore, what difference you
may observe between these two things; much treasure, great
revenues in general, and this much treasure, great revenue, and this
land mine: I say, what difference you observe between these two
particulars, things simply considered, and considered as your's; the
same difference there is between God simply considered, and
considered as thine. You know what difference there is in the spirits
of men, looking upon things these two ways. There is difference in
outward: things, a poor man looks upon the riches and honours of
great men, with a wan heart and uncomfortable spirit; now the
ground of it is this, he looks upon them as none of his own. Two
malefactors are condemned to die, one hath a pardon sent him, the
other none; now mark how these two persons differ, looking upon
this one pardon; so are you to conceive of the difference between
God simply being God, and being their God: he whose pardon it is,
can say it is my pardon; Oh! his heart leaps within him, having found
a ransom; he hath received his life again; his heart is taken up
infinitely in the consideration of his pardon; but look upon the other
man, he seeth the same pardon, and looks upon it with a trembling
heart, and sad spirit. Now all the difference of the case of these two



persons, depends upon the propriety in the one, and want of it in the
other: a wicked man may think of God simply as God; but he can
never say, (till he reveals it unto him, that he is an elect person) that
he is his God, and think upon him as his own; see then how much
thy case is better for thee to consider God is thine, than to consider
him in himself, and how great thy privilege is of having him to be
thy God.

But what kind of propriety is it? I answer, it imports as much, as
when thou sayest, that such money or land is thine. If you will have
the nature of propriety, the apostle, in Acts v. 4. will tell you in
general what it is; "The land, (speaking of that which was sold by
Ananias) was it not thine own? When it was sold, was not the
money in thine own power?" So then, for a man to have a thing as
his own, is to have it in his own power, to do with it as is best, and
most profitable for his own advantage, to the-utmost extent of the
worth of the thing. As for example, suppose a man hath money in
his purse, he wants bread, his money is in his own power to dispose
of for the supply of his want, and so, in general, he may make use of
all for it. So, God's being a man's own, imports, that so far as God
will go, as I may say, for a man's use, and for the supply of all his
necessities, so far he hath power with him; God himself is engaged
to give forth himself to the utmost for such a man's good.

Now, God's all-sufficiency reaches beyond all wants; so that he that
hath God for his God, hath him for all the uses that can he for his
good. If a man be many hundred pounds in debt, and hath land that
is his own, he may make use of it for the best to make him a free
man again: he may sell and dispose of it as far as it will reach, to pay
his debts, and procure his discharge; but, if it be another man's land,
then he cannot make use of it to pay his own debts, but must remain
as he was before: so the Lord is able to make up every thing that is
defective, to all that have propriety in him; I do not say, that a man
can sell him, but, I say, so far as God can reach, with his all-
sufficiency, so far may I draw up from him, as from a well of
salvation, whatsoever I stand in need of; the believer hath as free
and uncontrollable right, in God, being his own, as he hath in the
money and land that is his own; the one is not more in his power,
than the other. It is true, indeed, a man may abuse his land or
money, and so he may abuse God too; but using things as men use



things that are their own, that is, for their best advantage, they have
as much interest in God for the uses they have occasion for, and as
much power with him, as any thing in their own power. When God
gives gold and silver to men, he gives but some thick clay, but when
he communicates himself, he gives all that he is; and he that hath
God for his God, hath every thing that he is or can do: God can do
nothing by his omnipotent power, nor devise any thing by his
infinite wisdom, but all this is as much in propriety his, who hath
God for his God, as it is God's own; his propriety in himself is but
that he is his own; their propriety in him is, that he is their's. All the
difference will be this; God, in respect of himself, hath the disposing
of himself by himself, and no other disposeth of him, but himself; as
for the people of God, because they know not how to dispose of
him, as I may say, to their best advantage; therefore, he is pleased to
give out himself according to their several occasions, as he in his
wisdom seeth most conducing to their good: for example, a father
hath an inheritance of his own; his child hath land by inheritance
too; now, during minority, the child is not capable to manage it; but
the one hath as much propriety in his land as the other; all the
difference is, the father disposeth of his land for his own use
himself, the child hath his land disposed of for his use by the father;
but, I say, the propriety is the same. So far as God may be useful for
a creature, he is the creature's, to do good to it; I do not speak here,
according to the foolish fancy of some, nor conceive as if there were
a transmutation of the creature into God; but, I speak of him, in
respect of usefulness for accommodation, so far as it is possible for a
creature to have him; he hath made over himself in particular: man
may have a propriety in God, passed over unto him, as these good
things of his that we enjoy, are not transuauted into man's nature,
nor is it changed into that good; but so far as they may be useful to
him, or conduce to his welfare, so far he may make use of them: so,
when God is thy God, so far as he may be useful to thy good, he is
as much thine, as any thing is thine. Be it far from thee, therefore, to
think that God is able to do good,in such and such a case, and yet |
cannot, I shall not; have him for such good to myself; this man that
so thinks, must needs conclude, God is not his God. Was it ever
heard, that a man had money in his purse, and yet wanted bread, and
perished for want, except there were no bread to be had for money?
So, this is to deny the all-sufficiency of God, to think that he cannot,



or will not, supply us with all needful blessings; assure yourselves,
as God is your own, so as far as may be, for your good, you have
him as much as any thing that is your's; only, you have not the
disposing of him to yourselves, and for yourselves, that he hath in
trust for you. And this will serve for a hint by way of answer, to
some questions by-and-by. Thus, considering what men have, in
having God; let us now consider what the treasure is, in having him
to be our's. It is true, there are some thing's, in which creatures have
propriety, and yet are little the better for them, the things being not
of sufficiency: a woman may have propriety in a husband, and yet
she may be a beggar, if he be one; she can have no more than he
hath; therefore propriety simply, is no comfort, but the nature of the
thing wherein there is. If God be an empty and scant propriety, then
there were but little Comfort in having him; but mark, he that makes
himself over in covenant, the God of such a people, is the greatest,
richest, most incomprehensible treasure that can be. You have heard
of some, that have been raised from beggars to mighty estates; they
have been had in admiration; that they should be made so rich. What
should the sons of men do, if they were able to apprehend what
infinite superlative treasure they have all at once, when God is
their's? Beloved, I conceive it a matchless mercy that he reveals but
glimmeringly for the present, and some smatch of the treasure that
we have in him; for certainly, the over-excellency of that fulness, he
gives unto us in him, would swallow up: we should, not be able to
endure the glory of if he revealed all unto us; and that is the reason
we know but in part now, because we should be confounded in the
knowledge of all that is to be known, and all what God is to his own
people: there are three particulars whereby especially you may
observe, what great treasure people have, in having God to be their
God.

1. In regard of the quality of the treasure.
2. In regard of the virtue of it.

3. In regard of the sovereignty, universality, and variety, of
help in it.

1. In regard of the quality of the treasure; men may have many
things, which may be of little worth, for want of excellency of
quality: there is a great deal of difference between a heap of dust,



and of diamonds; he that hath one, may be a beggar, and the other
having the same quantity, is the richest man in the world; so we
having propriety in God, are the richest persons in heaven or earth,
by reason of the excellencies that are in him: some men have not
many acres of land, but the few they have, in regard of the riches of
them, are more worth than many millions of others: one acre, as I
may say, of propriety in the Lord, is worth a thousand of the richest
properties in the world; so rich is God, and every thing that is in
him. All things that are given to enjoy, are but beams, of this Sun of
righteousness; and if there be so much glory in the beams, what is
there in the body of the sun itself? David, when he considered the
countenance of the Lord, and its superlative excellency, breaks out
into admiration, Psalm 7. "There be many which say, who will shew
us any good? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us:
and thou hast put more gladness into my heart, than when their corn
and their wine increased." Mark, while others look for goods, for
corn, and wine, he looks, for God's gracious countenance, and
having that, lies down and sleeps, as one filled and satiated. There is
abundance of treasure and superlative excellency in God; silver and
gold are not to be compared unto him; nay, the apostle Peter,
comparing silver and gold unto Christ, saith, they are but corruptible
things, in respect of his blood; how much more is God himself,
whereunto Christ's blood is but the means? Now the means is
subordinate unto the end for which it is a means: if then, the blood
of Christ be so precious, that silver and gold are but corruptible
things in comparison of it, what is God, the blood of Christ brings us
unto?

2. Consider the virtue of it; many things are of worth in the world,
that are of little virtue in themselves; some are worth a thousand
pounds, in respect of their value, but when they come to use, and
afford virtue, are but dry and unprofitable; they can never cure the
sick, nor warm the cold, nor recover the weak; such are gold and
silver in themselves, they can afford the weak heart no nourishment,
they have none in them; a little bread in the house, in a famine, is
worth a house full of silver; so God, being your God, if there were
no suitableness in him, or fulness to supply your wants, then your
propriety in him were the less considerable; but you will find the
Lord is not more rich than he is full of virtue unto all those to whom
he is a God:, the quintessence of all virtues is in him; all the virtues



of the world are but beams, that proceed from him; they are but fruit
that drops from him; he is the root, from which all is derived. The
virtue of physic is more eminent in God that gives power to it,
therefore he must needs be instead of all these, and abundantly
supply the want of all.

It was an excellent speech of a woman in queen Mary,s days, for
whom, because of her courage for the truth, they would take away
her bread, she answered, 'that if they took away her bread, God
would take away her stomach.' There is such an usefulness in him,
that he serves for all necessities; and observe the variety of uses that
there are in him, to ail that he is a God unto; all manner of plenty,
and variety, are comprized, in him; reckon up all the wants men are
subject unto; many physicians and surgeons have dived into the
various kinds of diseases incident unto the body of man; but suppose
every creature should sit down, to cast up every particular disease or
want it is subject to, it would make up more volumes than are yet in
the world, by setting down particularly every defect, incident to the
whole creation, one time or other; yea, were the wants multiplied to
infinite millions more than they are indeed; yet there is such a
variety of help and supply in God, that there is no disease or lack,
but there is a fulness of redress for it in him, especially to his people,
for all this virtue he puts forth in their behalf, so far as it may be for
their good. As for the quantity of goodness that is in God, the truth
is, beloved, it is not to be expressed; the word quantity, is but a
representative word, to set out how much usefulness and help there
is in God to our apprehension; for quantity hath dimensions and
bounds, and are, and may be compassed; but there are no bounds of
help in him; there is no want upon you, but we may say of you, as of
a map, it may be but the breadth of a man's hand, and yet describes
countries of vast circumference: beloved, you a~e the image of God,
it is true, but yet, as in a little map, that hath the world enclosed in it;
God is an infinite vastness, far above your capacity; be you as empty
as may be, you are but a nut-shell, to be filled with the waters of the
whole ocean: he is an ocean of goodness; to fill you up with this, is
to fill a nut-shell with the sea; the Lord is so full, that much of his
fulness goes by a flood-gate; as I may so speak, because there is
more than will run through thy mill; but still there is as much as will
fill it, and keep it in a perpetual motion: art thou sick or poor? God
hath health and wealth in him; art thou in any extremily? he is the



God of all consolation; art thou at thy wits ends? his wisdom is
infinite; art thou weak? he is omnipotent; there is no disease, nor
infirmity, but remedy is most plentiful with him.

But some will say, is the propriety such in God, and is he so
abundant to those that have it in him? How cometh it then to pass,
that those whose God he is, are so far to seek as they are, for many
things that he can supply them with? How many are the complaints
of things they want, that God could supply? It seems, therefore, that
there is not such propriety as that he is, or may be so useful to them,
that they have power of it.

Let me tell you, there is nothing in God, wherein he may be useful
for the good of a man, but he pours out himself, and is never lacking
to him; there is nothing thou complainest of, that God doth not
afford thee out of himself; but it is not good for thee, that thou
shouldest always have those things, which thou thinkest thou want?
it is no infringing of propriety, to withhold from a man some things,
at sometimes, that are his own: as for instance, suppose a man be in
a desperate humour to draw his own sword to run himself through;
he is but a sorry friend, that will let a man have it to do himself a
mischief. Suppose a father of an unthrifty son, hath an estate of his
in his hands, because it is his, were it wisdom in the father to let him
have the disposing of it, to waste it unprofitably? were it not the
property of a wise father to keep it for better uses for his son? There
is nothing that the Lord doth hold from his own people, to whom he
gave up himself, but that which in the use thereof, would do them
more hurt than good.

Yea, but you will say, you do not speak of such things, that God
might afford that will do us hurt, but to those that he hath given
himself unto, there are wanting many things that would be very
good for them; they are very much distressed, and God hath in him
that which will ease them; they seek to him for it, and they cannot
find redress, though it be in God; if he be so beneficial, then why
cannot they have what is good for them out of him?

I answer, there is nothing that is good, but you have it out of him; let
me tell you, beloved, you are not always fit to be judges what is
good for you, of those things that God hath in store. A man may be
in a distemper, and may judge amiss: you know, when a man is sick



of an ague, he may exceedingly desire drink, he may shake, and may
ask for that that is his own; and yet for all this, it is a loving wife's
duty to keep it from him, till the wise physician permit; thus would
it be with us. If the Lord should give us those things that we think
good, we should soon bring an old house over our heads, as they
say.

But some will say, there are things that are good for me, and I have
them not.

Let them be what you can imagine, let others judge so as well as
you; yet I shall stand to this, and make it good, that there is nothing
that is truly good for the faithful, that God withholds from them, to
whom he hath given, himself; let it be never so special a gift, it is
not good at that time, for that person from whom it is withheld: for
instance, some will say, the thing I want is, I have a stony heart, and
fain would I have a heart of flesh. I have a dead and wandering spirit
in God's service, and fain would I have a settled spirit; fain would I
have a cheerful heart, and free spirit, are not these good for me? And
yet I seek God for these many times, and having God, they are mine
own it seems, because they are in him, and he himself is mine: how
can he be said to be my God, and all he is, and hath, to be mine, and
I cannot come at these good things which are in him, and are so
needful for me?

I answer. That God in giving, himself unto persons, gives himself to
be communicated unto them at sundry seasons, and in divers kinds
and measures, and yet so, that he will be judge of the fitness of the
time. The question then will be this; is it softness; or more softness
of heart you seek for? Is it a largeness, or more largeness of heart
you seek? I mean this, that which you seek and enquire after from
God as your God; is it something you have nothing of? or, is it for
more of something you have already? If you say, it is something I
have nothing at all of; I have a stony heart, and no softness at all in
it; that is false, there can be no seeking of God, where there is no
softness, and all hardness; for he must first soften the heart to seek
him: but you conceive there is none at all, because the apprehension
of that which is wanting, and the want of that which you have not,
swallow up that you have. It is more that you would have in respect
of measure. But you will say, Is it not good for me, though I have a
little softness, a little spirituality, and enlargedness of spirit, to have



more?

I answer. You must distinguish time. God doth not see it better at
this instant, that thou shouldest have more softness of heart than
thou hast; and this I am bold to affirm, if he judged it were better,
that thou shouldest be more spiritual at this instant. Beloved, I speak
of a person to whom God gives himself, he would not withhold it all
from thee. Mark it well, you will find, that all the spirituality
belonging to a christian, is the mere gift of God to him, and only at
his disposing; and without the leave of the creature, he may make
whom he will, partaker of it, and in what measure he thinks meet; so
that the creature can enjoy no more of spirituality than God will give
him; so the covenant runs, that you may not think that your
spirituality depends upon yourselves, and the putting forth of
yourselves for it: "A new spirit will. I put within thee, and a new
heart will I give thee; and I will take away thy stony heart, and give
thee a heart of flesh; and I will write my law in thy inward parts, and
will put my fear into thy heart; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people, and I will remember their sins no more:" here is
the conclusion; now, how shall men come by it? must it not be of his
own good pleasure? and is it not as he hath freely passed the
donation of it? He gives it, and he gives it freely; he doth not in this
covenant, condition with men in any one article, to get any thing to
ourselves.

Mark the covenant well, wherever it is, whether in Jer. xxxi. 33.
Ezek. xxxvi, or Heb. viii. where the covenant is again and again
recited: mark it, there is not one clause of it that God will have men
do this and that good; he doth not put them upon bringing any thing
to make it up; but all that is required of the person covenanted with,
the Lord is bound to make good all to him. Now if so be the Lord
did see more of these spiritual enlargements requisite for thy use; he
that hath made such a solemn engagement of himself, for the
performance of all that is to be wrought in thee in the covenant,
would not withhold that at this instant from thee: thou knowest not
what a corrupt use thou, at such a time, mightest make of them: for
some, through more abundance of spirituality and spiritual
enlargements, have abused them, to grow more proud and scornful;
Paul met with such, to whom, being puffed up with pride, saith he,
"What hast thou that thou hast not received? wherefore then boastest



thou?" Beloved, your own experience may witness: you shall find
some persons, more eminent in spirituality, have more abundance of
pride: for example, you shall find some excel in prayer, some in
other gifts: what follows? the corruption in the heart of man gathers
such corrupt inference from hence, that pride riseth in it, that another
saint, because he hath a stammering tongue, though equally sound-
hearted with him, is not fit for such a one's company. God is wise,
he knows the measure and proportion that is fit for every member of
Jesus Christ, and that he doth not withhold. I speak not this with any
intent, but that people should still rise to as much as can be attained,
but that they "still press hard to the mark of the prized of the high
calling of God in Jesus Christ."

Beloved, when we seek God in his own way for increase of any
good for soul or body, let us stand to his good pleasure; and, for
encouragement, let me tell you, if ever the Lord would have
withheld any thing for the sinfulness of his creatures, he would have
withheld the gift of his own Son, "but while we were enemies,
Christ died for us:" would not God spare his own Son, but deliver
him up for us all, while such, seeing the delivering up of him, was
for the good of his people? will he detain small things? in
comparison of him, because of weaknesses in us? Mark the apostle's
words, "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us
all, how will he not, with him freely give us all things? As if he had
said, thou poor wretch, wantest such and such spirituality, thou
seekest, and canst not find, and by-and-by crieth out, that such and
such sins hinder God, that he will not give thee such grace as thou
needest, and at last questionest, whether he gave thee Christ, or no;
nay, when thou wert viler than now thou art, thy vileness did not
hinder, but he freely gave his Son for thee; much less shall it bar
from thee those spiritual gifts that God intends to give thee. Here
objections start up, this is the way to make persons slack duties, and
be careless; if we preached, that God will not give till we mend
ourselves, and leave our sins, were not this a far better way to put
men upon it, than thus to preach? Let me tell you, we must not be
more wise than God, that all that the creature hath, might appear to
be from his grace, and so he have the praise of the glory of it; I say,
again, it is not sinfulness in creatures, shall hinder God's
communicating so much of his Spirit, as he seeth useful; and he will
take care they shall not take a licentious liberty to go on in sin, or



neglect seeking him, because they know it is not their seeking makes
God answer for what they want; for it is not your reforming that gets
God to communicate more to you; but he doth it merely for his own
sake, from his mere motion, out of his-mere compassion, the riches
of which was purchased by the blood of Christ; this is the only
spring and fountain that brings forth to you the fulness of God in
such measure as you have; as he is your's, so, whatsoever in him is
fit for you in season; he shall cease to be his own, when he ceases, to
be your's; and, therefore, beloved, I beseech you, that you will not
stumble at God himself, as if he were so humorous, that every little
thing, (not that any sin is, in its own nature, little, but comparatively)
every infirmity and failing, should make him pull his hands into his
bosom, and refuse to give his grace; the Lord, from all eternity,
determined what to give to every saint, and had every act, of every
believer, before his eyes; so that, if they would have been
provocations to him to keep his gifts, he should never have
bestowed any upon him. But I must tell you, it is the foundation of
all our comfort in all our failings in this life, that there is nothing
that we enjoy from God, but what was appointed us before; and no
sin is committed, but what was from eternity, before him; and, if any
sin should have hindered him, he would never have set down so
fully and graciously what he would do; so that if he hath already
manifested the greatness of his love, by communicating himself to
you; assure yourselves, this being established, nothing shall hinder
the communication of any thing whatsoever, that may make for your
good.

Well, let us consider how he becomes the God of people: I must tell
you, that for lack of clear distinguishing between these two things,
how he becomes their's, and how he is to be their's, occasions a great
deal of confusion in the minds of men, for these two go all for one;
but you shall see their difference, and the different principle from
whence they flow.

1. How doth God come to be the God of people? You will say, this
is of great use, it is worth the hearing, let it cost what it will, to have
God for my own: but, I say, there is no more treasure in him, for our
use, than it is free to; the gift of him, for our own God, is as cheap as
it is rich; he never looks the creature should bring any thing to
procure it, but we partake of this merely and properly from the



pleasure of his own will: I say, there is originally, and efficiently, no
other motive, or nothing concurring to make him our God; but only
that he would do it simply for his own sake; therefore it is so.

Beloved, look upon the creatures; God gives his image only to the
sons of men; "Let us make man after our own image:" how doth
man become partaker of it, more than the rest of the creatures? You
may plainly see there is nothing in man himself that procures this
privilege to him; man was made but of one common lump with other
creatures, even of the same materials that toads and frogs.

Now, that which was the cause, why man had the image of God, and
no other creature, is the cause why believers have God given to be
their God; and the reason of both is his good pleasure. It is true,
there is a propriety of land many times made over unto persons, in
respect of amiableness, or desert, conceived to be in them, and so it
is conferred unto them: but in God's giving himself to the sons of
men, there could not be such motives in them. If any thing could be
a motive to the Lord, it must be the most excellent thing the creature
hath since the fall; as fasting, prayer, mourning, weeping, self-
denial, mortification, cleansing of themselves, amending, and the
like; but it was impossible, beloved, there should be any motive, out
of any of all these, for God to give himself over to people; for all
these performances, and whatever else are in man, are but branches
that issue from this main root, God's being their God. If they be
spiritual gifts, they issue out of this principle; there is no man that
believes, fasts, prays, and mourns, in a truly gracious manner, but
God is first his God, and, being so, communicates these things to
him. How can that then be a motive to God, to communicate
himself, that is not in man till he hath done it? and, indeed, is but the
issue of it? So then, it is impossible that God should fetch any
argument, or motive, to make himself ours, from what we do: and if
we could do any such thing, yet there cannot be any moving power
in such performances, to obtain him for our God; for. in the very
best of them there is unrighteousness, there is filthiness; nay, the
prophet saith, "That all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;" sweet
motives to prevail with God, for such a gift as to communicate
himself! No, beloved, it is not what we do, but what he in his own
thoughts hath freely determined to do for us.

But you will say, Christ makes God to be our God.



I answer, beloved, in some sense, that is true; but, as I said before,
originally, he doth not: give me leave to open this clearly unto you;
for I must tell you, that Christ himself is marvellous wary, not to
take to himself that which belongs unto his Father: nor should we
give to Christ himself that which belongs unto God peculiarly, as
giving Christ himself unto us. Christ saith, "Give to Caesar, the
things that are Caesar's; and to God, the things that are God's;" and
this holds as true between God and Christ, as mediator; give unto
God the things that are his, and to Christ the things that are his: for
our Saviour, in John xvii. 4. saith, speaking to the Father in prayer,
"I have finished the work that thou hast given me to do:" What work
was that? see her. 21. "As thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; so
also they may be one in us;" as much as to say, that thou lightest
communicate thyself to them: Christ professes, that it is the work
that his Father hath given him to do; he did not put himself upon it
originally, but the Father put him upon it. The truth is, the mere
good pleasure of God, contriving and ordaining this communicating
of himself, was the ground that Christ was sent into the world, that
he was conceived in the womb of a virgin, &c. and the Lord by the
righteousness of Christ hath actually brought all the benefits of the
gospel upon us, to which end, Christ hath done this work: but the
first foundation of it, was the thing by which he was Christ and
mediator; and therefore he could not be the original of that eternal
decree of God to communicate himself to us, for the execution
whereof he was sent into the world. The schools have a rule, that the
end is first intended, though it be last in execution; so this, that God
would communicate himself to the sons of men, being the end for
which Christ was sent; though, till he had, by virtue of his death,
made way, there was no actual communion, yet still it was the end
of his coming into the world; it was in the mind of God, before the
means was in being. Therefore, if you will have God to be your
God, you must not think, that such and such things will make him
your's. Nothing will, but his own free motion from himself by his
Son.

2. There is a way by which God is found to be the God of such
people; now these things being confounded together, put people into
a labyrinth, thinking the way to find God, and to get him, is all one;
now, though it is the mere good pleasure of God himself, that
bestows himself upon us; yet he is pleased to chalk out a way,



whereby he may be our God; and that we may find him to be so, we
must meet him in those ways he useth to be met in.

But you will say, how doth God usually manifest himself, and how
is he found of his people to be their's?

I answer, There is an efficient and a passive instrument of finding
him out; the way of finding out of God efficiently to be our God, is
the Spirit of the Lord, acquainting men with the mind of the Lord;
he is the efficient; all the world is not able to work any impression
upon the spirit of a man, that the Lord is his God; only the Spirit of
the Lord, must persuade the spirit of man, to receive this principle: it
is true indeed, he doth it according to word of grace, and speaks no
more to the spirit of a man, but what is in that; but the word doth not
of itself work this impression, that God is my, or thy God, but it is
wrought by the Spirit.

What serves all the ordinances for, you will say? is not here a crying
down of them? There will be still this scandal cast upon us: but let
me tell you, there is a most comfortable use of them, though they
serve not such high purposes as these, to beget, find out and reveal
to the spirits of men, the things that concern God: yet, besides the
efficient revelation of God, to be our God from the Spirit alone,
there is a passive instrument, by which the Lord makes himself
known to be the God of his people.

God makes himself known passively to be the God of his people, by
the word of his grace, and faith laying hold upon it revealed, and
more subordinately in prayer, fasting, receiving of the Lord's supper,
and such ordinances, so far as they are mixed with faith. Now give
me leave, in a few words, to communicate unto you the full use and
utmost extent of God's thoughts, concerning the ordiances that he
hath propounded, how far forth he would have the creature look
upon them, and be put upon the use of them, so far as they are
useful. Know, therefore, that all these ordinances are but passive
ways of conveying this great gift, the knowledge of God to be our
God; I mean more plainly thus: these are only of, and in themselves,
empty channels, through which the Spirit of the Lord brings from
God himself; the spring, these riches, and conveys the same into the
spirit of a man: look as a channel digged in a dry ground, is the way
through which the spring conveys its water unto a cistern; the



channel itself communicates none of its own, only it is a passage,
through which the spring conveys its water; so are all the
ordinances, even faith itself, prayer, and all other services, they are
but channels, through which the Spirit of the Lord passeth, and
bringeth from the Lord himself (the spring and fountain) the
revelation of God to be our God. In all the rest of the gifts of God,
which he hath so freely bestowed, never a gift of God's Spirit
procures any thing of its own; our faith, fasting, and prayer, have
nothing of their own, but as the Lord hath been pleased to make to
be passages to convey himself to the sons of men, and so they are to
be made use of by them. And indeed, beloved, this is the load-stone,
to provoke persons to the use of all ordinances; God hath ranked
them together, that he hath so much, and so often promised through
them to convey himself; You are kept by the power of God, through
faith, unto salvation;" as if he should have said, the Lord conveys
himself, and the manifestation of his own salvation, through our
believing; the Spirit of the Lord passing through the ministry of the
gospel, as the breath of man passeth through a trumpet; the trumpet
is the gospel, the breath is the Spirit of the Lord; the trumpet adds
nothing to the breath. Now know, beloved, so far as you will attend
the ordinances, because God calls out to them, and because you have
heard the Lord promises to bestow such things upon you in them, so
far you shall attend them according to his pleasure; but when you
ascend so high, that ordinances get things, then you rob the Lord,
and give more to them than God hath given; now, though they have
no efficiency of their own, in that nature I have spoken, yet there is
good cause for all God's own people to esteem very highly of, and to
be joyful, and to long much after ordinances, and make much of
them; for the Lord hath made his promises to be found of them, and
to be with them in ordinances. "In the day of adversity, call upon
me, and I will deliver thee." And here, by the way, know from
hence, what is the expectation of believers themselves, which they
ought to have of the Lord, for such things, when they come to such
ordinances, that so, when we attend the Lord in them, we may find
him in them. In Ezekiel you find, there was a constant motion in the
wheels, but it was because there was a spirit stirring, in them; there
is no motion in the heart of man, nor ordinances, but as the Spirit of
the Lord is in them: the Lord hath promised to meet with us in
ordinances, or else they would be as dry as any thing in the world;



therefore as the poor man lay at the beautiful gate of the temple, not
because the gate would relieve him, but because it was a place of
concourse, where honourable men resorted, from whom he might
have alms; so in the ministry, fasting, prayer, and all other services,
there is the gate of the temple of the Lord, the place God makes
usually his resort, and appoints, to give the meeting: therefore in
expectation from the word of his grace, that we may find him in
ordinances, we resort to them. Now, what derogation is there all this
while to them, while we make them but thus passive? The richest
treasure in the world may come to a man through the poorest vessel;
the treasure is never the worse, because the vessel is poor. It is no
matter of what price the means of conveyance is, so that the thing
we desire be conveyed to us by it, only we must not give it that,
which is above its due: to ascribe the obtaining of these things to
prayer, and ordinances, that is, to make gods of them: if we think
any thing shall move the Lord, but his bowels in Christ, you invert
the course of the gospel: the Lord saith, "I am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions for my name sake;" that which God doth to men, is
done to them for his own sake; he will not be so much bound to any
creature, as to fetch the least motive from it, to do good to it; look,
therefore, as you would speed, wait upon the Lord, where he saith,
you shall.

And this shall be encouragement sufficient,to wait upon all
ordinances, where the Lord appoints; that he will, for his own sake,
give a gracious answer, and bestow all good things upon you, that
you stand in need of in them; this is motive sufficient, I say, to stir
you up to attend upon them, and yet not make gods of them; to
ascribe that to them, which belongs alone to God, who does all
ordinarily through ordinances; it is the only way to disappoint you of
your hope, when you expect help from them.

But what is all this to fasting, will you say?

If you consider the nature of fasting aright, you will find there is
nothing more proper for this day, than this thing, God to be thy God,
to keep thee from fear. What is the end of fasting, but this, to get a
prop to support from sinking, by reason of approaching evils? Who
knows, whether the Lord will repent and leave a blessing behind,
saith Joel, when he proclaimed the day of a fast? then to find the
Lord with his hands full of blessings, is the end of a fast. Now, if



you will find the Lord your God, you shall find the utmost that you
can in fasting; for in him you will find that which will support you,
when the greatest extremities grow upon you.

Therefore, 1 have no more to say to you, beloved, but only to
commend this work to the grace of God, and to the power of his
Spirit, that is able to fasten it upon your spirits, for your everlasting
comfort.



SERMON XXXIV

REVELATION OF GRACE, NO
ENCOURAGEMENT TO SIN.

1JOHNIi. 1, 2.

"My little children, these things I write unto you, that you sin
not: and if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for our sins only, but for the sins of the whole
world."

OF all the prophets, Daniel alone had this prerogative, to be called,
"The greatly beloved of the Lord;" and this greatness of his
endearedness was expressed in the manifestation of the riches of the
gospel unto him, in a more singular manner than to others; so the
Lord expresses it by his angel, Dan. ix. 23, 24. "Thou art greatly
beloved of the Lord, therefore, I am come to tell thee, that seventy
weeks are determined upon thy people, and holy city, to finish
transgressions," &c. And among all the disciples that conversed with
Christ, this disciple John had the privilege which Daniel had among
the prophets, to be called, "The beloved disciple;" and as an
argument of that, he is admitted to lie in the bosom of Christ; and of
all the apostles, you will find none of them hit so upon the great
grace of God to the sons of men, as he doth; compare the gospel
which he wrote, with other evangelists, you will find a vast
difference between the manifestation of the free grace of God to
them, and to him. He also writing this epistle, follows the same
strain; in the former chapter he delivers unto us, two admirable
passages; the one is, "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all
our sins;" and the other, "He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins:" two great manifestations of the absolute freeness of the grace
of God to the sons of men. Now, in chap. i. 4, he declares one main
end, for which he publishes this free grace of God; "I write these
things, (saith he) that your joy may be full;" implying, that there is
fulness of joy in the grace here revealed; and it is fit, that little



children that have fellowship with the Father and the Son, should
have the knowledge of it for that end.

Now, whereas he speaks of God's forgiving freely, he would not
have men mistake, as if his revealing pardon of sin intimated, that
people did not sin anymore in ver. 8. "If any man say, he hath no sin,
he deceiveth himself, and there is no truth in him."

Sin we do; but the grace of God stands in this, that when we sin, it is
forgiven, and it is an act of justice for God to forgive it. Beloved, I
perceive the world clamours extremely against the fearful fruits (as
they conceive) of such publishing the grace of God to men. Tell men
their sins are forgiven, and whatsoever they commit, being
believers, they shall do them no hurt; this is the way, say they, to
bring all manner of licentiousness into the world: this opens the
flood-gates for floods of sins to overflow the church. But the apostle
prevents this great objection, and not only so, but establishes the
direct contrary to the inference men make from the free grace of
God, in the words of my text. And observe it well, were it not an
apostle of Christ that spake these words, there are many zealots in
the church would condemn it, not only for heresy, but for the
greatest absurdity. This appears plain, for there are two things the
apostle drives at in these two verses.

1. Something that he would work upon little children, as he
calls them, that have fellowship with the Father, and the Son.

2. The great argument he useth to prevail with them to
embrace th,at which he would fasten upon them.

The thing the apostle would fasten upon believers was, "that they
would not sin, cause he writes these things to them: the argument by
which he would prevail with them to do this, is a strange one in the
opinion of most men; "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father," &c. Put them together, and it amounts to this; I would have
you not to sin; now, the only, and best way, to prevail with you, is, if
you commit sin, there is an advocate with the Father, that shall take
care that the sin you commit shall do you no hurt: though you sin, he
is become the propitiation for your sins; therefore, fear not any hurt
that can come to you by them; this is the argument by which he
would prevail with them and us against the commission, of sin.
Now, what an absurd argument seems this, not only to the world, but



even to zealous professors, to prevail with men to the forbearance of
sin, to tell them before-hand, that if they sin, there is an advocate for
them, and he is the propitiation for their sins? There is nothing so
vilely calumniated, as publishing this free grace of God to men, in
this way, as being the high-way to break out into all manner of sin
whatsoever. This, say men, is that which lets go the reins on the
neck of libertinism: and makes men take liberty without control,
freely to commit any sin. Whoever is of this mind, I must tell him,
before I go on, directly crosses the wisdom of God, and gives the lie
to the apostle here, that presseth, with infallibility, how little hurt the
knowledge of the pardon of sin can do to persons in Jesus Christ, in
that he passeth it as an argument to prevail from sin. I beseech you,
beloved, not to have any regard to any words I shall say of myself,
but as I shall speak the full mind of the Holy Ghost; and I shall give
you one point first in general, which is the main scope of the apostle
here, and afterwards handle the several branches of it particularly.

First. I say, take his general scope, and then, as the scripture will;
evince the truth, so for the truth's sake, receive that which shall be
delivered, though for the present, it may seem otherwise.

The point that ariseth out of the words, is this: For a person, who
hath fellowship with the Father and the Son, one of the little
children, which the apostle speaks of to know, before he commits
sin, that there is an "Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous, who is the propitiation for sin;" is so far from being a spur
to provoke him to the commission of sin, that it is one of the
strongest arguments, and the best motives, to prevail with him to
refrain from it.

That you may see the doctrine is no fancy, nor opinion of men, but
the clear truth; it appears plainly, that the apostle's business is to take
men off from sinning, "These things I write, unto you that you sin
not;" and then immediately follow these words, "If any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father." To what purpose are these words,
if not as a motive to prevail with them to the thing he persuades
them unto? Nay, he tells us plainly, he writes them on purpose that
they sin not. What was it that he wrote to them before? that "The
blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin;" and "If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins:" and now, "These
things I write unto you that you sin not." Suppose one man should,



come to another, and tell him, there is such a friend of your's, will do
such and such good things for you, for he hath told me he intends it;
and I tell you, that you may comply with him, that will do all this for
you. Beloved, is not compliance to this man, provoked by the
kindness revealed he will shew? Yea, this favour revealed, is the
spur to cause him to comply, so the apostle saith, "if any man sin,"
&ec.

It is plain, therefore, that the knowing what shall become of our sins
before-hand, that they shall do us no hurt, is not the opening a sluice
to provoke to sin, but a bridle to restrain from it; for you find, by
consulting the scripture, that the Holy Ghost is not rare, but very
plentiful, in opening this very truth; that the free grace of God, and
the security of believers from sin, are therefore made manifest, that
they might not sin.

Look into Rom. iii. 24,—26. where the apostle (after he had shewed
the desperate condition of man by nature, in respect of what he
himself could do) begins to relate the admirable free grace of God to
men, even while they are enemies, and can do nothing that is good;
and then he comes to shew, that this revelation of grace is a way to
put them upon more obedience, than if it should be hidden from
them; observe the words: "But now the righteousness of God,
without the law, is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the
prophets, even the righteousness of God, which is by the faith of
Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all that believe; for there is no
difference, for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
being justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in
Jesus Christ; whom God hath set forth to be the propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of
sins." Mark how sweetly and excellently he preacheth the free grace
of God, concluding all under sin, and in a desperate condition in
respect of it; and then he brings in the righteousness of Christ,
namely, free justification by him that is the propitiation for our sins.

But now, what is the fruit of all this? The apostle, in his time, found
that the preaching of this free grace unto men, as sinners, raised this
very objection that is on foot to this day, and I believe, will be to the
end of the world; and, therefore, mark the last verse, (after he had
ended this great discourse, and laid down his foundation) that a man
is justified by faith, without the works of the law; the objection that



comes in is this; "Do we make void the law through faith?" Mark the
expression, few will subscribe to this sentence which the apostle
delivers; that to preach to men, (though the most desperate sinners
under heaven) there may be as free justification, as for the most
righteous man in the world; though by the deeds of the law there be
no justification, nothing but condemnation by it, pronounced against
him; yet there is justification for such men, and this is the means to
restrain from sin. Why, say some, this gives liberty to all
uncleanness, for a man to know, that notwithstanding his wicked
estate, he shall be justified freely, and be saved, it is impossible he
should miscarry. Who will not take liberty to sin, when he knows,
that though he sins, and his sins be ever so great, all shall be done
away, he shall not receive any hurt at all by them? is not this to
make void the law, you will say? Mark the apostle's answer, "God
forbid; nay, rather, we establish the law:" that is, the preaching of
this doctrine to you that are believers, little children, that have
fellowship with the Father, and the Son, will not make void the law;
you cannot take liberty from this free grace revealed. The preaching
and publishing of this free grace of God, more effectually wins
believers to obedience and forbearance of sin, than any other course
that can be taken; this, saith he, is a doctrine that establishes the law,
and men in obedience to it; and brings them nearer in conformity to
it, and doth not set them loose to the breaking and violating of it.

And so the same apostle, in chap. iv, and v. having gone on in an
unparalleled way, in the reve lation of the admirable grace of God to
Abraham, that he was justified, being yet uncircumcised, to shew
that we are justified when we are in the worst of sinfulness; and
sweetly speaking in chap.v. "When yet we had no strength, and
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us; and, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son:" and in
the latter end of it, having shewed the free gift and grace of God to
us, being consi dered as lost persons in Adam, in chap. vi. 1. meets
with the same objection in substance, and answers it more fully than
he did before: "Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God
forbid, (saith he): how shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?" The sum and substance of the objection is, Is there so
much grace, that where sin hath abounded, grace aboundeth much
more? then it seems, that the more sin a man commits, the more will
the glory of the grace of God appear in the pardon of it; and so I



shall glorify God best, when I commit sin most, will some say; so
that the preaching of the abundance of grace, where sin hath
abounded, seems to let men loose to the commission of sin as much
as possibly.

The apostle answers this with," God forbid:" as if he had said, God
will never suffer any believer, though ever so weak, through any
such truth revealed, to break out into sin, or to make any such
abominable inference from it; and, he also gives the reason, why
they cannot make such use of the grace of God; "How shall we, that
are dead unto sin, live any longer therein?" To him, the inference
seems so absurd, that he appeals to the adversaries themselves, how
it can follow such a proposition. He doth not say positively, that
they cannot live in sin, that are dead to it, but he puts the question,
how it can be? And whereas, some may answer, yea, they may
easily do it: no, saith he, they that are partakers of this grace, are
dead unto sin, and how can they live in it, when they are dead to it?
The glorious power of this grace revealed, strikes sin dead in men,
or rather strikes men dead to sin; "Sin shall not have dominion over
you, for you are not under the law, but under grace." And as you
shall hear by-and-by, the apostle makes the very grace of God to
have that power in it, as to break the neck of sin in the believer. This
is the most certain truth of the text, and springs directly from it.
There is a death unto sin, where there is a revelation, effectually of
the grace of God to persons to whom it belongs. It brings a dart with
it to slay sin. "The law of the Spirit of life, that is in Christ, hath
freed me from the law of sin and death; and, what the law could not
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sent forth his Son in
the similitude of sinful flesh, and, for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh:" so that, though to reason and sense, the preaching the free
grace of God to men, what the Lord hath done for them for his own
sake, and that before-hand, may seem to be a licentious doctrine; yet
it seems to the apostle there is nothing that more establishes a
restraint from sin, than the manifestation of it.

In Rom. xi. 33, 34. the apostle tells us, that God hath concluded "all
men under sin, that he might shew mercy upon all:" and therefore
falls into admiration, "0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God!" Now what follows? having revealed this
unsearchable grace, see how he begins in chap. xii. 1. "I beseech you



therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world; but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds:" that is, I beseech you
by the mercies of God. that you refrain from sin; what doth he
mean? Even the mercies of God, concerning the freeness of grace,
manifested before in chap. xi. Now, if he had been of some men's
minds, that the preaching of the free grace of God, were a dangerous
doctrine to set men loose to sin, he would never have used the
mercies of God, as an argument to prevail with men to refrain from
it; he would not have published that, which should have been of
such dangerous consequence, but would rather have been silent, so
far from revealing of it as an argument to the contrary; were the
revelation of it the way to bring men to licentiousness, it had been'
his"wisdom, and others, to have concealed it, which certainly he
would have done, had it been so; but he was not of that judgment;
and therefore, in I Cor. vi. 20. he draws his argument after the same
manner; "You are not your own, you are bought with a price,
therefore glorify God in your bodies, and spirits, for they are God's."
Observe here, that the injunction which the apostle gives the
Corinthians, is, that they should glorify God in their bodies and
spirits: and what is the argu-ment by which he would persuade them
to it? "You are bought with a price:" but, will some say, it seems [
am bought, and the price is laid down for me, I am sure and safe
enough, the gates of hell cannot prevail against me; I may live as I
list, for no danger will follow me, I may take liberty to sin: now, if
the apostle had known that this consequence would justly have
followed upon preaching this grace, he dealt very disingenuously
with the people of God, and absurdly, by inforcing a conclusion
from a ground contrary to it, revealing such a doctrine; therefore,
surely he would never have used this expression of being "bought
with a price," if he had known that this would follow; but
contrariwise, he knew that there is no way will so much prevail with
God's people to leave their sins, as by telling them before: hand that
they are forgiven, and that they are bought with a price.

In Titus ii. 1—10. you will find how the apostle urgeth Titus, that he
press a holy conversation, answerable to old men and. women, as
also to young men and women; and also suitable to servants; and
especially he writes concerning them, that they should not purloin



from their masters, but shew all faithfulness; but what is the
argument by which he urgeth all these things upon them? Ver. 12.
"For the grace of God, (saith he) that brings salvation, hath
appeared, teaching us to deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and
that we should live righteously, soberly, and godly in this present
world." As much as to say, the Lord hath revealed his salvation to
you, and you see it before you, it is brought unto you; and not your
well-doing, but the grace of God, is that which brings salvation,
brings it to you. Then may I do what I list, will some say no, saith
he, this grace of God that brings salvation, brings this too," It
teaches us to deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts; and to live
godly, and soberly, and righteously in this present world." I say it is
blasphemy against the truth of the Holy Ghost in these several
passages of scripture, to maintain, that this is a necessary inference
from the revelation of the free grace of God to men before-hand, that
thereby men will break out into sin, and give up themselves to it,
and that this is the way to give up the reins into the neck of
licentiousness.

I will give you but one passage-more.; 1 con. less, I have gone
further in clearing Of this, than I intended; because I know it sticks
so in the hearts of cavillers that are ready to spit fire in the faces of
those that are asserters and maintainers of the free grace of God, and
the publishers of it to the people of God. I John iii. 9. "He that is
born of God sinneth not, because his seed abides in him, and he
cannot sin, because he is born of God." He that is born of God, What
is that? It is no more but this, he that is received into grace by Christ,
is one with him, in respect of spiritual union between them; to be
born of God, and be a new creature, is all one; to be new creatures,
is to be such as we were not before. More fully, a new creature is
one that is translated from himself into Christ, and stands before
God as Christ himself, and not as he is in, or of himself; now, such a
person, saith the apostle, sins not: there may be some difficulty in
the expression, but you must know, the intention of the apostle, is to
take off the objection against the doctrine of the free grace of God
being licentious, and the reproach that is unjustly cast upon it; and
his meaning is, he cannot take such liberty to sin, or make such
licentious uses of the grace of God, as to walk in sinful courses,
though his sins shall not hurt him; and the reason is, he cause his
seed abides in him," that is, there is an over-. ruling power planted in



him, to over-match the propensity of the flesh that remains still in
him; that it should not have that power that naturally it would have,
by virtue of such a principle, implanted; not that the apostle speaks
absolutely of sin, that a child of God shall sin no more; for that were
to make himself a liar, and that by his own words; for he saith in
another place, "He that saith, he hath no sin, deceives himself, and is
a liar:" and king Solomon also, who saith, that "there is not a just
man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not," Eccles. vii. 20.
Therefore by sin in this place, he must needs mean a licentious
liberty taken to sin.

Beloved, I know there are many objections raised against this truth;
I shall briefly run through some of them, and if it be possible, clear
it unto you, and vindicate the gospel from those abominable untruths
cast upon it; and that I will do the rather, because thousands turn
away from the grace of God, and dare not venture themselves upon
it; because they fear, if they should, they should presently take
liberty to sin, and so fall away. Oh! how many have refused their
own mercies, and have not received the gospel to this day upon such
conceits, that the receiving of it should make them break out unto
ungodliness. 1 know, there are many here present, cannot but
witness, they are afraid to close with free grace, though never so
fully proved and manifested in scripture, upon this consideration,
that it will make them live loosely.

Some will object and say, We know many believers, that do take
liberty to themselves, when once they have been acquainted with
such free grace that hath been preached.

For answer to this; I say, That if believers, from this grace
published, take liberty, they take but what God giveth them; the end
of Christ's coming, and preaching the free grace of God to men, is to
proclaim liberty to the captives, which are his own people. He came
of purpose, "To deliver those, who through fear of death, are subject
to bondage all their lives long." Heb. ii. 15. And therefore, saith
Christ, "If the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed;"
that. is, if the Son give you liberty, then you shall have liberty
indeed; so that, if believers do take this liberty, upon this ground,
they take but that which is their own, purchased unto them by the
blood of Christ, and given unto them freely by God their Father.



But some will say, it is a true christian liberty that Christ allows, and
this, indeed, is a liberty he gives men from the captivity and
bondage of sin, which they were under before; but many that profess
this doctrine, are known to be more slack in the performance of
duties, and to grow more and more cold ia their zeal, and careless in
the practice. of religion, and are more regardless of sin; and, in a
word, take more liberty to sin, since such grace hath been revealed.

For answer to this, beloved, first, you are not to expect perfection of
works from believers in this life, and that they should be free from
all manner of sin: I know none of those that have the most
indignation against this doctrine of the free grace of God lo men, but
will yield, that they themselves are not without failings; they ought
not, therefore, to aggravate the weakness of their brethren, much less
ought the truth of God to be charged wi,th the failings of men: but
suppose some do make evil uses of the free grace of God, and are
thereby encouraged to be more bold with sin; as they are not to be
upheld in it, nor allowed, so ought not their fault to be laid upon
that, which effectually teacheth the contrary; for, though believers in
infirmity may happen, at some times or other, to be overcome with
strength of passion and corruption, to fall into sin, upon
consideration that the free grace of God will save them; yet shall we
therefore conceal this grace, because men take that liberty which it
doth not give? I say, beloved, if this should be a standing rule, God
should never have revealed the gospel to the sons of men. I know no
believer so perfect in a course of sanctification and obedience, and
abstinence from sin, but his corruptions may occasion him to take
advantage, even from the gospel itself, to sin; but certainly, I dare be
bold to affirm, there is not any true believer, that maintains this
principle, that he may sin without control, because the free grace of
God hath abounded; I dare say further, that it is a bold slander, and
that no man is able to make it good from true evidence, that there is
any that takes constant and frequent liberty to break out into sin,
because he knows what shall become of him, and that his sins are
done away by the blood of Christ, so that they shall do him no hurt;
for, the belief of this, effectually teaches and produces an hatred of
sin, and a love of holiness; so that certainly, this is more than can be
proved against any true believer, that he should approve himself in
any sin upon this ground if indeed believers were in their own
keeping, then what sin might they not fall into? But they do not



stand upon their own principles: for, saith the apostle," You are kept
by the power of God, through faith, unto salvation," 1 Peter i. 5. And
again, saith the apostle Paul, "The life that I now live, is by the faith
of the Son of God, that loved me, and gave himself for me; and I
live, yet not 1, but Christ lives in me," Gal. ii. 20. It is not a believer
now that lives, but it is Christ that lives in him, and he is the
predominant principle whereby his actions are swayed: and as he is
carried along according to the principles of Christ, he cannot fall
into sin. It is true indeed, Christ for reasons best known to him, may
let loose the reins wherewith he holds a believer for a while, and
then he may fall into sin: but this comes to pass, because the grace
of God is hid, and not because it is manifested unto him, and
'believed by him; and at length the power of Christ shall pull them in
again, even by those cords of love, whereby they were first drawn
unto him. And the believer hath the engagement of Christ himself,
that he will never fail him, nor forsake him; and he hath promised,
that his strength shall be made perfect in weakness, and his grace
shall be sufficient for him; and that because they are not "under the
law, but under grace, therefore sin shall not have dominion over
them," Rom. vi. 11. So that except Christ will give up one of his
own members, to make it his constant practice to abuse and turn the
grace of God to sin, he shall not do it: but he hath undertaken, that
sin shall not have dominion over that person, that is a member of
his.

But some will say, there are many that admire and adore the doctrine
of the free grace of God, that are yet notoriously known to live in all
manncr of licentiousness, and that upon this ground, because their
sins are laid upon Christ; and they say, we may live in sin. and do
what we list: and what is their argument? Oh, say they, our sins are
laid upon Christ, and he died for them.

For answer to this, I profess, I never heard from any person of
credit, that there are any such monsters as these, that dare make it
their practice to be drunk, to break the sabbath, to curse and swear,
and live in uncleanness, and all manner of vileness, because all their
sins are laid upon Christ that say, they are believers, and they shall
do well enough. There are many that are taxed for such but, for mine
own part, I cannot say any thing to the truth of this charge, by mine
own experience, of any man; but, it may be there are such monsters



as these are, in the world; and the apostle Paul said, there were such
in his time, that because the grace of God abounded, would make sin
to abound, and turn it into wantonness; and therefore, it is probable
there are such now. And, if there be any such, let me deal plainly
with them; for my part, I must account them the greatest monsters
upon the face of the earth, the greatest enemies to the church that
ever were; and, I say, of such dishonourers of the church, and
disturbers of the consciences of God's people, that they are carnal,
sensual, and devilish. They are the greatest enemies to the free grace
of God, the greatest subverters of the power and purity of the gospel,
and the greatest hinderers of the course of it, that are under heaven;
and I dare be bold to say. open drunkards, harlots, and murderers,
that profess not the gospel of Jesus Christ, come infinitely short of
these in abomination; none so wound the sides of Christ, as he that
professes the gospel, and yet lives wickedly. And, if there be any
such here, let me tell them, their faith is no better than that of devils,
for they believe and tremble; and that Christ will have a heavier
reckoning with such, when they come to judgment, than any under
heaven besides. How many thousands have forsaken their own
mercy, and despised the free grace of God, accounting it a licentious
doctrine, and all because of the occasion such persons as these give
by their vile conversation? Well, beloved, admit that the free grace
of God hath been thus abused by such wretches; look over the whole
scripture, hath not both law and gospel been abused, as well as this
particular grace? Is not Christ appointed "for the rising and falling of
many in Israel?" a stumbling-stone for the falling, and a corner-stone
for the rising of many? Is not he set up as a rock for some to build
upon, but to dash others in pieces? for a stone of offence to grind
many to powder, as well as to be a foundation-stone to others?
Assure yourselves, the gospel of Christ, as it makes believers far
more holy than they can be that receive it not, so there are some that
grow far more filthy, and take occasion from it, to filthiness; but, in
the mean time, shall the children want their bread, cause dogs catch
at it? Will not you give your child a bit of food all the day, and all
the week, because, when you give it them, the dogs snatch at it, and
it may be, pull some of it out of their hands? Shall the children
starve for want of bread, because dogs abuse it? neither must we
make that bitter and sour; which God hath made sweet. Because
wicked men abuse the gospel and free grace of God, shall the people



of God be de-prived of that which he hath appointed and provided
for them? Let me ask this question of you: not the Lord himself,
from everlasting, as clearly see and know, even long before he did
reveal it, how his free grace should be abused, when it should be
preached, as we ourselves see it abused? If it be such a dangerous
and pernicious thing to preach it, why did he give such a large eom-
mission, and such a strait charge to his apostles and ministers to
preach it to every creature? If the pub-lication of it be so dangerous,
who must be blamed for it? Must not God himself that hath
commanded us to preach it to every creature? Beloved, if the
ministers of the gospel preach the mind of Christ unto his people,
shall they be traduced and opposed for it? Do ye not, through us,
wound the sides of Christ, and God himself? Is not this to charge
him, that is wisdom itself, with folly? For if ministers declare this
doctrine, it is no more than that, which God hath before revealed
unto them, and given them commission for; but, if they, out of a
carnal and needless fear of liberty, instead of preaching the mind of
God, shall preach themselves, (let it be never so specious and well-
liked of men) they shall be judged of God as coming in their own
names, and not sent by him.

But you will say, it may be done with caution and limitation.

I answer, let us not be more wary and cautious than God would have
us be, to put mixtures of men's doings to the obtaining of his grace,
while he himself pours it out to men simply for his own sake,
without consideration of any thing in them. "The children being yet
unborn," speaking of Jacob and Esau, when yet they had done
neither good nor evil; it was said unto Rebecca, "The elder shall
serve the younger," as it is written; "Jacob have I loved, and Esau
have I hated:" men will be mincing this truth, and they will tell you,
if you keep close unto God, and refrain from sin, especially from
gross sin, God will love you, and then you may apply these promises
to yourselves; but God speaks plainly and expressly here, "Before
they had done either good or evil, Jacob have I loved." The grace of
God is passed over to men as they are ungodly, "while they are yet
enemies and sinners;" men being yet unborn, when there is nothing
in them considered, but pollution in blood and menstruousness, God
casts his lovingkindness, and establishes it; before Jacob had done
any thing, or had any good intention to him, God loved him, and



appointed this grace for him; this is the grace of God revealed, and
he hath revealed it, thus freely to men: now, is this the Lord himself
that speaks it? Hath he given us commission to preach this gospel
and grace of his, and shall we be blamed and opposed for speaking
those things that he hath commanded us to speak, and hath put into
our mouths, saying, we preach a doctrine of looseness and
licentiousness; and give men leave to do what they list? And yet all
this is but grounded upon carnal fear, and needless jealousy of a
licentious liberty.

But some will say, the preaching of the terrors of the law, the wrath
of God, damnation, and hellfire unto men, is a safer way to take men
off from sin, than to preach grace and forgiveness of sins before,
hand. It is better to lay the foundation first in preaching wrath and
damnation.

For answer to this, I say, if we preach wrath and damnation, we
must either make them believe they lie under it, and that it shall
come upon them: or we must make them believe, that though there
be wrath yet it shall not fall upon them: now, if we tell them of
wrath and damnation, and the terrors of the law, and say they are
secure from them, they belong not to them, to what purpose do we
tell them of them? We had as good say nothing; if we should terrify
them, and make them believe, being believers, for of those I speak,
if they commit such sins, they shall be damned, and so come under
the wrath of God; and except they perform such and such duties,
walk thus and thus holy. they shall come under the wrath of God, or
at least he will be angry with them; what do we in this, but abuse the
scriptures? we undo all that Christ hath done; we injure and wrong
the believers themselves; we tell God he lies to his face: for, if we
tell them, that except they do these good works, they shall come
under the wrath of God; what is this, but to tell that God lies, and to
bring the faithful under a covenant of works? in Isaiah liv. 9. you see
how it is a belying of God, to say, that believers may come under
wrath and damnation, except they do thus and thus; the Holy Ghost
speaks there of the time when the seed of Jacob shall inherit the
gentiles, that is, the time of the gospel; in the beginning, the Lord
tells us of an everlasting kindness, that should never depart, nor be
made void, and he confirms it thus: "This is as the waters of Noah
unto me, saith the Lord. for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah,



shall never go over the earth again, so have I sworn that I will not be
wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee: the mountains shall depart, and the
hills shall be removed, but my loving kindness shall not depart from
thee; neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the
Lord." Observe it well; hath God made such an oath concerning
these very times, so firm and stable, that the earth shall be drowned
again with water, before it shall be broken; "That he will not be
wroth with his people, nor rebuke them any more?" And, shall we
tell believers, if they sin, they shall come under God's wrath; except
they do such and such good works, God will be angry with them,
after he hath so sworn, that he will not be wroth with his people any
more? Is not this to make God a liar? Again, we do not only, so
much as lies in us, make him a liar, but we offer an unsufferable
affront unto Jesus Christ, and strike at the very heart of the whole
office of his mediatorship. If we say, that God is wroth with
believers for whom Christ died, for what end did he suffer death? I
say, if this principle be a truth, that God will be wroth with his
people, then Christ died in vain; for he could have been but wroth
with them, if he had never died: and to bring the people of God
under wrath and vengeance again for their sins, is to take away all
the virtue of the death of Christ, and to make it of none effect; and
how will this stand with Isaiah liii: 11. "That he beheld the travail of
his soul, and was satisfied?" Was God satisfied with the sufferings
of Christ, having the sins of men laid upon him, and yet is he wroth
and angry with believers for those very sins again, which before he
acknowledged satisfaction for? If a man be indebted unto another,
and the creditor be willing to take a surety for the debt, and this
surety comes in and pays his debt for the man he was bound for, and
he thereupon gives a general discharge under hand and seal, shall he
yet, by and by, after take the debtor by the throat, and clap him up in
goal; when the surety hath answered for the debt before, and after he
hath delivered, under hand and seal, that he was satisfied, and that
his book was crossed? Who but must say, it is injustice in the
highest degree? What justice, what equity is in this? Beloved, Christ
became our surety; God accepted of him for our debt; he clapped
him up in goal, as I may say, for the debt; he took every farthing that
he could demand of us; he is now reconciled unto us; he will not
now impute our sins to us; he hath acknowledged satisfaction, it is
upon record; and now shall he come upon them again with fresh



wrath, for whom Christ hath done all this? Shall he charge the debt
upon them again? He hath forgotten the death of Christ, it seems, if
this be true.

Therefore know thus much that it is against his death; a making of it
of none effect, and his coming to be in vain, to say that the wrath of
God will break out upon believers, if they commit such and such
sins: and for this I have said, if any man can produce one scripture
against it; or shew in all the book of God, that it is any otherwise
than I have delivered, I shall willingly recant my opinion. But, I see
the scripture runs wholly in this strain, and is so full in nothing as in
this, that God hath generally discharged the sins of believers. Oh!
then, take heed of falling into that error of the papists, that say, that
God hath taken away the sin, but not the wrath of God due to it; that
he hath forgiven our sins, but not their punishment: but I beseech
you, consider, that as our sins were then upon Christ, he was so
bruised for them, that by his stripes we are healed, and the
chastisement of our peace was so upon him, that there is nothing
else but peace belongs to us; that he beheld the travail of his soul,
and was satisfied; Christ was chastised, as I have often said, with the
rod of God's wrath, that it was quite worn out and wholly spent itself
upon him: this is apparent in the very tenor of the new covenant
itself; it runs altogether upon free gift and grace; God takes upon
himself to do all that shall be in believers, and asking and requiring
nothing at all of us; it is true, he saith there shall be the new heart,
and a new spirit, and a new law written in the inward parts; but he
requires it not of the believer, but he himself hath undertaken to do
all, and bestow it upon him. "A new heart will I give thee, and a new
spirit will I put into thee; and I will take away thy stony heart, and I
will give thee a heart of flesh." He doth not say, you must get you
new hearts, and new spirits, and your stony hearts taken away; and
you must get you hearts of flesh; but I will take the work in hand,
and I will see all done myself; all runs freely upon God's
undertaking for his people.

Seeing, therefore, God doth all things freely of his own accord in us;
then, beloved, see how the grace of God is abused by those that
would make men believe that it depends upon men's doings, and tell
men, if they do not, the wrath of God will follow thereupon. This
likewise batters down to the ground, that way of urging men to



holiness, which some men hold forth; that if men do not such good
works, and leave such sins, then they must come under the wrath of
God; and the wrath of God is but hidden all this while they do these
and these good works; but, if they fail in any of them, them the
wrath of God will break out upon them; whereas they ought rather,
after the example of the apostle, to excite them to these goods
works, because they are already freed from wrath

Certainly, this, that I have delivered, proves it sufficiently, that the
appearing of the grace of God teaches men to do the will of God
effectually: the love of God constrains the faithful, and not the fear
of wrath.

But to conclude, do not mistake me; in the mean while, I have no
thoughts as if wrath and vengeance were not to be preached, and
made known even to believers; they are to be made known to them,
and that as the deserts of sin, and as the means to keep from sin.

But now, some may say, this seems to be against, and to overthrow
all that you have delivered.

Observe me well, do not mistake me; you must know, that wrath and
vengeance must be revealed to believers, and to restrain them from
sin, but not in that way men ordinarily think: I mean thus, wrath and
vengeance are not to be revealed, as if believers were to fear them,
or as if they should come under them; but as they are secured and
freed from them, that so they should fear to commit sin; not for fear
of coming under wrath, but out of love, because God hath been so
gracious to them, as to deliver them from the weight of so heavy
wrath and displeasure, that otherwise must of necessity have fallen
upon them; and so their walking with God in a holy conversation, is
a fruit of the mercy already shewn, and doth not go before, as a
thing by which it should be obtained and procured; they serve God,
because they are delivered from wrath, and not because they might
receive deliverance from it. It proceeds from joy; in consideration of
wrath already past, and not from fear of it to come; so that the wrath
of God is preached unto them, not that they are to come under it, or
are in that way to fear it, but they may see what they are delivered
from; what they did, and should, and others must lie under; that they
may see God's love unto them therein, that this may draw them to
obedience, and restrain them from sin. And, now they say, because I



have been delivered from so great a wrath, therefore. will 1 sing and
rejoice," and walk before the Lord in the laud of the living," and
triumph in him my deliverer; leading a life answerable to the love of
God, bestowing such a deliverance upon me; and so, by this
preaching of the wrath of God, as being freed from it, the more one
seeth what he is freed from, the more he seeth what Christ hath done
in bearing that wrath from him; and consequently, the more he is
stirred up to walk before God in more cheerful and comfortable,
obedience, and the more thankful he will be; and the more he seeth
what God hath done for him, the more obedience he seeth he oweth
unto him.

And now, if any persons here present, have an evil opinion of the
grace of God, as a thing of dangerous consequence, as a licentious
doctrine; let them learn from that which hath been said; to mend
their minds, and correct their judgments, knowing that the Holy
Ghost is of another mind: that the revealing of the grace of God, is
the best way, to take men off from sin; so far is it from letting loose
the reins to break out into all manner of sinfulness.



SERMON XXXIV

THE FAITHFUL FRIEND AT THE BAR OF
JUSTICE.

1JOHNIi. 1, 2.

"My little children, these things I write unto you, that you sin
not: and if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for our sins only, but for the sins of the whole
world."

I HAVE elsewhere made an entrance, in respect of some generals,
these words afford: time being precious, we shall be as thriving of it
as possible may be; only a few words, so far as may serve to bring
us where we were, and then we shall bring you on (by God's
assistance) through the particulars this text holds forth.

The main scope of the apostle is, to endeavour to take the people of
God off from running into sin: but, first, he useth an argument to
prevail with them, which seems absurd unto the world, and
doubtless goes for little less than foolishness among men, if not
worse: "I write unto you that ye sin not." Well; but how will he
prevail with them? "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, and he is the propitiation for our sins:" as much as to say,
this is the best way to prevail with you, that you sin not, to know
before-hand, that if you sin, you have an advocate with the Father,
that will take away your faults, and save you harmless. Indeed, it is
accounted absurd; but this is the common strain of the gospel, to
prevail over people from committing sin, to let them know how
gracious God is unto them, even to the forgiving of their sins they
shall commit: and that which we noted as the main body of the
discourse, was; for such persons, who have fellowship with the
Father and the Son, to know beforehand that they have "an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous, who is the propitiation
for their sins," is so far from being the opening of the flood gates to
sin, that it is a shutting them down, to stop the course of sin. The



Holy Ghost is very plentiful, in this way of arguing, to prevail with
people not to sin; shewing clearly thereby, that the proclaiming of
the free, grace of God to men, in the pardon of their sins, and letting
them know it, before they sin, doth not destroy obedience to the law
of God, but establishes it better than any other can do. You will see
it clearly, Rom. iii. 23—26. where the apostle preacheth grace, in
the absolute freeness of it, to persons that are utterly undone, and
know not what to do; and, in ver. 31. he brings in an objection: "Do
we make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish
the law."

The apostle making his conclusion, "We are justified by faith,
without the deeds of the law," says, this establishes the law, and doth
not make it void; to know, that from all the sins we commit, we are
freely justified by his grace, establishes obedience to it: so, in chap.
vi. 1, 2. having gone on to declare the exceeding riches of the grace
of God in chap. iv. and v. makes the same objection in substance
that he did before: "Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid; how shall we, that are dead unto sin, live any longer
therein?" Wherein he shews plainly, that though some may collect
that this is a way to make men continue in sin, to preach the
exceeding riches of the grace of God: yet, he saith, there can be no
such conclusion drawn from it, by just inference: "How shall we,
that are dead unto sin, live any longer therein?" Wherein he puts it to
the objectors themselves, whether they can make it out, how it is
possible it should be; therefore, he makes use of it, as the strength of
his argument to prevail with people, in Rom. xii. I. "I beseech you,
by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice." You see he makes use of mercy, and what mercy is it? In
chap. xi. 33, 34. he seems to intimate what that mercy is: "O! the
depth of the exceeding riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God!" wherein? in that "he hath concluded all under sin, that he
might have mercy upon all;" I beseech you by these, and all other
mercies of free grace, "present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
and acceptable unto God, not conforming yourselves to this world:"
as if he had said, mercy is that which will prevail with you most of
all, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, and not conform
yourselves to the world; but I go on to that we have yet to consider: |
have spent some time in objections and answers, but we cannot now
dwell upon them. We are to consider now the specialties of the



argument the apostle useth here to prevail with people that they sin
not.

Beloved, this very text is the opening of the fountain for sin, and for
uncleanness; it is a spring of water to revive a fainting and swooning
spirit; it is the prop of a tottering soul, to keep it from sinking and
perishing; in it the Lord Christ is revealed unto us, an all-sufficient
succour to all his own, notwithstanding all their sins that ever they
commit. Here we consider, 1. The matter, of his argument. 2. The
force and strength of it, in reference to the thing the apostle would
argue from hence.

1. The matter of the argument itself that is contained in these words:
"If any man sin," &c. The force of it lies in the reference of it to the
thing the apostle calls for; wherein we may consider, what
prevalency this position hath to keep from sin; namely, for persons
to know, that when they sin, they have an advocate with the Father.

We begin with the matter of the argument, and in this proposition
there are two things observable:—

1. A supposition. 2. A provision of indemnity against the mischief
supposed. The supposition is in these words; "If any man sin:" the
provision of indemnity is; "We have an advocate with the Father,"
&c. In the supposition you may note, 1. The thing supposed, sin. 2.
The time which illustrates it; he speaks of present and future sins; he
doth not say, if any sin heretofore, in the preter tense, but he speaks
of the time present," It any man sin:" there are some things that are
spoken of the present time, that are in force, but only that very
instant in which they are spoken; and that instant being past, the
thing itself is also past; but, for this expression, "If any man sin," it
is not transient, but permanent: the apostle speaks not only of his
time, and of the people of it, "If any man sin" now; the very words
are not to be understood of that very instant only, and exclusively, as
having reference only to those that did sin in his time, then these
words should have been transient; but the meaning is, that the
present of which he spake, should be a standing present time: and
the words should be of force for present, even as long as the word of
God should remain upon record: they are to be understood of this
present time, and all present times that shall be in the next age that
shall succeed; if any man sin now, or in the next age; there is to be



understood a perpetuity of present time, in this expression. It is of
great concern, beloved, that you receive this truth, unless you
exclude yourselves from the benefit Of the advocateship of Christ;
for, if the words were intended only for that time wherein they were
expressed; What should become of us, that live so many ages after?
They must therefore be of a perpetual and permament being.

3. Note in the supposition, the nature of it, "If any man sin," saith the
apostle; this word [If] admits of a double construction; either the
supposition imports a thing possible, but not likely; or a thing that
may be likely to come to pass, or rather that will come to pass.
Either it is a supposition, in case a thing is, which, it may be, will
not; or a supposition by way of confession and granting of the thing
supposed. In this place, John puts not the word if by way of
supposition, as if it were only likely there should be a sinning; and if
there were a sinning, there were an advocate; but he puts the word
here by way of concession, as if he had said, there must and will be
sinning; we, God's own people, shall fall into sin, it cannot be
denied; but for refuge, when such sins are committed, know that
there is an "advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."
Thus you have the first part of the text branched out unto you;
namely, the apostle's supposition.

2. Consider the provision that the Lord, by the apostle, holds forth
unto persons that are believers, the members of Christ, for their
indemnity against sins they do, or shall commit; namely, "We have
an advocate with the Father." In which observe, 1. The office
assigned for the making good such provision; "We have an advocate
with the Father." 2. The person to whom this office of advocateship
is given, and therein the ability and qualification of him to manage it
effectually, "Jesus Christ the righteous." 3. The issue, and the event
of the execution of this office, "He is the propitiation for our sins."
1. In the office that the Lord sets on foot for the provision of
indemnity against sin, being committed, you may observe, (1.) The
office itself, and that is an advocateship. (2) The propriety of this
office, or the relation of it to the persons that are the members of
Christ. The apostle doth not say, simply and abstractively, there is
an advocate, but he speaks relatively, we have an advocate, that is,
our advocate, &c. (3.) This advocate is set forth, not only in his
relation to men, as their's, but also unto God; he doth not say simply,



we have an advocate; but declares the excellency of this office, by
this circumstance, with the Father; we have an advocate, he is our's;
and not only so, but an advocate of our's with the Father; which
notes unto us, that the plea of Christ for indemnity from sin, is not in
any inferior court; where, if there be a sentence of acquittance
procured, there may be a charge from an higher; but the
advocateship of Christ is managed for our good, in the highest court
of all, with the highest judge; that when he gets a sentence, it is
definitive, and there is no other court that can take upon it the
determination of the case; or call in question the trial of that which
hath been determined there. (4.) The provision in respect of the
office assigned is excellently illustrated by the circumstance of time,
when on foot, or when the officer manages it. The text doth not say,
we had, or shall have an advocate, but he speaks in the present tense,
"We have an advocate," that now is to act: it is but cold comfort for
a man to say, being now a beggar, he had abundance of wealth;
neither doth it give him fulness of comfort, to say, that he shall have
abundance of wealth hereafter; but herein lies his comfort, that he
can say in truth, I am rich, I have abundance of all things. It is but
cold comfort for a man to say, I had a friend in court once, but he is
dead now; if he had been alive now, it had been better with me than
it is, I should have sped well; I had then carried the cause on my
side; he would have done so and so for me, But here lies a man's
comfort, that he hath a friend at court that will do him a good office
at his need; the apostle saith here, "We have an advocate." As,
therefore, I said of the present being of sin committed, so I say of
the present being of our advocate; it must not be understood to be a
transient, but a permanent sentence; it was in force in the apostle's
time, it is as full in force in our time; and we may as well and truly
say," We have an advocate;" and, in after ages, the church of God
shall say it to the end of the world in their times; as truly as we now
and the apostle in his time.

2. Consider here the person managing this office of advocateship,
who is described unto us by three notable titles that are proper and
full for the comfort and encouragement of those, whose advocate he
is; he is "Jesus Christ the righteous:" (I.) he is Jesus, and that is a
word that imports a Saviour, as the angel expounded it; "And they
shall call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their
sins," Matt. i. 21. An admirable encouragement to lift up the heads



of dejected and drooping spirits, when the advocate comes to plead;
this advocate is their Saviour; that is, his plea is of such force and
prevalency, that he saves his client.

But some may say, many times in suits of law, men might have
skilful lawyers, which are able to save them, who are not admitted to
plead for them, because they are not called to the bar.

Yea, but, (2) this Jesus is Christ too; this advocate does not rush into
this office of his own head, without warrant, but is called to it for, as
you shall hear afterwards, the word Christ imports anointing to the
office. Many a good lawyer, indeed, may not be admitted to come to
the bar of Common Pleas, although he can plead the cause of his
client the best of all; he must be authorized and called unto the bar,
or else he may not speak; but the advocate provided for the
indemnity against; sin, is Christ, he is called to it.

(3.) It is "Jesus Christ the righteous:" and that imports the strength of
the plea he hath, by which he becomes a propitiation for sin; it is his
righteousness that prevails in heaven, to get the sentence on the side
of the client.

Lastly, you may observe here, the issue what will become of this
advocateship, what effect it will have at the last many who have
causes in suit, are restless to know how their cause will go; when
they come to trial, fain they would know on which side the verdict
will be given: and it is a great refreshing to persons, to know before-
hand, that the cause will go on their side. Now, the apostle here
intimates unto us, what will become of the cause before it is tried; he
is such an advocate with the Father, saith he, that he is become the
propitiation for all the sins of God's people; and what that is, we
shall shew hereafter beloved, this is a large field of excellent variety
of sweetness and fatness; we must take the particulars into
consideration, that we may discuss them the more orderly: and I
hope it will be no difficulty to gather some of the flowers in this
garden; and the Spirit of the Lord assisting, there may be such
sucking, that persons may be satisfied at the breasts of consolations.
That we may the better lay our mouths to this breast, and draw more
easily the milk of it, let us briefly consider these particulars.

1. The office here spoken of, what it is to be an advocate,
and how Christ manages it, being in heaven.



2. Whose cause it is, that Christ undertakes to be an advocate
for.

3. How he is qualified for the comfortable managing of this
office.

4. What it is to have Christ to be the propitiation for the sins
of his people: this is the sum of the whole drift of the apostle,
in these words.

1. What the office of advocateship is, and what it is for Christ to be
an advocate, and how he now manages it in heaven for his elect.

This office, as it is appropriated unto Christ, is net once more
mentioned in all the scripture besides. Of an intercessor and
redeemer, and the atonement, we read frequently in scripture, that
Christ is all these; but that Christ is an advocate, is not mentioned in
all the scripture but in this place; therefore it will be the more
difficult to find out the intention of the Holy Ghost, what he means
by it. The word advocate is used in John xv. 26. and attributed unto
the Holy Ghost, and is there translated the Comforter; saith the text,
"The Comforter will come." Now the same word that we have here
advocate, is also and indeed the proper signification of the word is,
"a comfortable advocate." But what is this advocateship, you will
say? It is a borrowed expression, and an allusion, opening the
prevalency of Christ with the Father, for his own people; it is taken
from an office among men. Advocates in the common law, you call
them counsellors, but in the civil law, they have this very title of
advocate. The office is, namely, being well experienced in the nature
of the law, and the rules and principles of justice; whenever a cause
comes to be tried, they are to make clear those principles, and so
plead justice on the behalf of the client. I say, the office of an
advocate is, to plead the cause of a person as it stands in equity and
justice, and to demand and require a sentence of acquittance from
justice and equity itself: herein an advocate differs from a suppliant;
a suppliant makes only requests, and depends altogether upon favour
alone; so as if he should stand to the rigour of justice, he must be
gone, and his cause must miscarry: but an advocate stands to the
justice of a person, whose cause he pleads, and puts the issue of the
trial on justice itself; that as the cause can be cleared to be just, so
the judge would pass a sentence upon it: just so, I say, is it with



Christ, pleading the cause of his own people with the Father, in
respect of indemnity from sin; for his advocateship is this, namely,
to lay the law to the Father, to plead justice in the discharge of the
sinner that commits sin, that it is but right to discharge him; and it
were injustice, if he should not; I say it is most certainly true, that
Christ stands here upon justice, and he will in righteousness have
God to discharge his own people from all the sins that they commit;
and he pleads, that it is an unrighteous thing, to charge them with
them, or to plague or punish them for them.

But some, peradventure, will be ready to say, this cannot be, that
Christ, as an advocate, should plead for indemnity upon terms of
justice; for in the strictness and rigour of justice, the soul that sins
must die; and the gospel seems to say, it is only and solely grace,
that any person is discharged from sin; for, in justice, there cannot
be a claim made of pardon and discharge from sin; but all the plea
must be merely bounty and favour.

This objection seems to have a great deal of strength in it. How may
these two things stand together, that Christ pleading justice, God
must forgive; and yet, notwithstanding, justice sentences a person
unto death if he sins? For answer to this, you must learn to
distinguish, and I desire you warily to observe this distinction, that
so you may plainly see a reconciliation of that which seems
impossible to be reconciled; namely, consider the pardon, or
discharge from sin, in regard of any thing laid down, in
consideration of sin committed by the person who partakes of
pardon; and this pardon, or discharge from sin, in reference unto
Christ who gets it: now, in respect of us that partake of this
discharge from sin, and in regard of any thing that we can bring in
recompence for it, it is merely and only grace, that sinners, being the
members of Christ, are discharged: when you, or I, commit a sin,
that God discharges us, doth not lay our sins to us, or doth not give
sentence of damnation upon us for such sins committed, it is an act
of mere grace alone; justice cannot be pleaded in this case.

But then, consider the indemnity from sin, in respect of Christ, who
gets this discharge; then he is to be considered two ways: 1. As he is
allowed by the Father to stand in the room of such persons, whose
cause he pleads; or, 2. As he hath actually made full payment, his
satisfaction being allowed and admitted before. Now, I answer,



considering Christ, in his being allowed by the Father to stand in the
room of the persons whose cause he pleads; this discharge from sin
by him, is an act of grace; Christ cannot plead justice, that he should
be allowed; there was not a tie upon the Father, that Christ should be
in man's room, and that he should be unrighteous, if he did not
ordain him to be so; it was an act of free grace in God, when men
were under the curse, and became miserable bankrupts, that Christ
should make satisfaction for them. When one man owes another
money, it is not an unrighteous act in the creditor to refuse a surety;
he may make the debtor pay the debt himself, if he will; it is matter
of grace, mere courtesy so to do; even so it is matter of grace, that
Christ is admitted to come in the room of man, and bear his sins: to
be admitted to bear the wrath of God for these sins, that another hath
committed, is an act of grace; and, in regard of these particulars, is
the scripture so frequent in expressions of the free grace of God, in
communicating this discharge and pardon of sin unto sinners.

But, 2. consider, Christ allowed of the Father to stand in the room of
men, as he hath come forth, and paid down the utmost farthing that
God in justice could demand for, or in consideration of these sins
committed by his people: I say, when Christ hath deposited into the
hands of his Father, the utmost farthing that he could charge upon,
or demand of believers; this being received by the Father, and
acknowledgment being made by him, upon the receipt of what
Christ hath paid; this is an act of justice, that the Father should
justify and acquit these persons, for whom he hath received of Christ
this satisfaction, and accordingly hath acknowledged it, under his
own hand, and acquitted them. You know, though it be in a man's
power whether he will take a surety, or the principal, for his money;
yet when he hath taken a surety, and he hath made payment, it is an
act of unrighteousness in the creditor, after the acknowledgment of
full satisfaction, to come upon the principal, and make him pay the
money; add it is plea, grounded in law, that if that cause come in
trial, the judge ought to acquit the principal, if it be proved that the
debt is paid by the surety.

Now, Christ hath paid all that the Father could ask, and he hath
acknowledged full satisfaction for all; "He beheld the travail of his
soul and was satisfied." Now, being satisfied, it is an act of justice,
that the Father should acquit a person in this kind: suppose one



should be brought before a judge, in a cause wherein he oweth the
judge himself such a sum of money; an advocate comes and pleads
the cause before the judge, that it is true, there was so much money
lent, and borrowed, but, saith the advocate, I myself became the
surety for that man, I paid every farthing; here is the acquittance you
gave under your own hand: now, I ask this question, the judge being
convinced, and a righteous judge too, of the truth of the plea,
whether in judgment he ought not to acquit that person, whose cause
is pleaded before him? He took satisfaction, he acknowledged it, he
could have it but of him, therefore in justice he must discharge him.
The same case is between God and us; it is true, indeed, believers
commit those things that are in their own nature debts: "Forgive us
our debts," as the word is: but when this cause came to be pleaded
before God, the judge himself, to whom the debt was owing, Christ
the advocate came, and stood up and pleaded, that he himself being
become the surety of a better testament, upon it he came, and paid
the whole debt; and he, having satisfied his Father, received under
his hand, that he had paid every farthing, and that be was satisfied,
and that upon that satisfaction his people should be discharged: now,
this plea is grounded upon justice itself: observe how fully and
clearly the apostle speaks the same things, I John i. 7. "The blood of
Christ his Son, cleanseth from all sins;" and here, "If any man sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and
he is the propitiation for our sins:" and again, "If we confess our
sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins. Mark well, that
the apostle grounds himself upon Christ's satisfaction; namely, his
blood that cleanseth us from all sin; upon this he concludes that it is
an act of faithfulness and justice in God to forgive it. I dare say,
none are so ignorant in these days of light, as to think there is such a
proportion between confession of sin, and forgiveness, that
confession can balance forgiveness, and so, consequently, make it
an act of justice; no, the apostle grounds the force of justice upon the
blood of Christ that is shed; therefore, if you observe it well, you
will find, that he speaks of confession, by way of prevention of fear;
you know the common proverb concerning a malefactor
apprehended, "Let him confess, and be hanged;" why so? because, if
it be disclosed, the law lays hold upon him, and he shall be sure to
die for it; and therefore, in natural policy, his safety lies in
concealing it. But, if satisfaction hath been made by a friend of his



to the law, and accordingly a pardon sued out for him, there is no
danger in his confession. Now, the apostle in this place, having
before said, that "The blood of Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sins," from hence gathers encouragement unto the people of Christ,
that they should not fear, so as to conceal their sins, lest being
known, they should do them a mischief: but, saith he, lay all open
before the Lord, there is no danger to be suspected now; for God is
faithful and just to forgive them; therefore the hiding of them should
prevent no evil, because no evil should come upon them for them,
though they were laid open never so naked. Therefore was this
spoken by the apostle, to take away fear, and is the true meaning of
the Holy Ghost I say, to take away fear from the damage that would
ensue, if we should confess our sins. Paul writing to Timothy, mark
what he ascribes to participating of the excellencies of Christ, even
of righteousness and justice: "I have fought the good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith, henceforth is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness;" mark, "a crown of righteousness is
laid up;" in which is included the discharge from sin, and
participating of glory, and this prepared and laid up: but mark the
foundation of his confidence, that he shall partake of it; it is a
righteous judge that shall give it; he shall give it out of righteousness
itself; justice shall prevail with him to do this thing: whence it is,
that Christ is called so frequently righteousness, "The Lord our
righteousness;" Jer. xxiii. 6. a prophecy concerning the righteous
branch; and his name shall be called, "The Lord our righteousness;"
that is, the Lord that is righteous, makes us one with God, and
communicates his own righteousness unto us, that we may be the
delight of the Father. Give me leave to tell you, beloved, that God is
so unchangeable in all his attributes, that even Christ himself is not
able to obtain any thing of him that may be any ways prejudicial to
any attribute; he can get nothing of the Father, whereby his justice
may suffer, or be violated. Christ must make it clear, that justice
shall have its full due, and God shall not need to bate one grain of
what it expects, or else Christ himself can have nothing of him; for
he came not to destroy the law, much less that which is essential
unto God: justice is essential unto him; if Christ violate justice, he
should destroy the very being of God himself; without giving justice
satisfaction, this would be a derogation to the Father; hence when
Christ pleads with him for the sons of men, that they might have a



discharge from sin, he makes it manifest, that all he asks of him, is
according to justice; nay, he makes it appear, that justice is as much
satisfied in discharging of believers from their sins, as it is in the
damnation of the reprobates in hell for their's. Justice hath no more
right in their damnation, than it hath in the other's acquittance and
discharge; in their damnation, to satisfy justice, there is no more but
the wrath of God revealed from heaven, and executed upon them:
now, for those that are the members of Christ, and discharged by
him from their sins, the wrath of God is revealed from heaven, and
poured out upon his Son in their behalf; who sustained, in respect of
the proportion of justice, equivalently to all the torments the
reprobates in hell do; so that Christ hath as fully satisfied the justice
of God for his elect, as it is satisfied in the damned in hell, who
suffer in their own persons: surely, there had been no need of his
coming into the world, if believers might have been saved, and
justice violated without satisfaction; but now justice bad been
violated, had not a proportionable recompence been made, before
the sin had been discharged from the person committing it.
Therefore the psalmist speaks admirably, when he saith, "Mercy and
truth have met together, and righteousness and peace have kissed
each other:" this place is appropriated unto Christ, shewing, that in
managing the work of redemption of the sons of men, as he exalts
mercy, so he doth not diminish justice; but carries the business so,
that both of them have their due, and so their due, that they agree
one with another; nay, embrace and kiss each other; they come to
rejoice and triumph in the satisfaction of each ether. And, therefore,
it is but an ignorant imagination in the hearts of some men, that God
will grow more remiss, a respect of the sins of his own people; that
he is not so much offended with sin, after Christ died, as before; for
he hath all the abhorring, detesting thoughts of sin in the nature of it,
since Christ is dead, as he had before; it is altogether as abominable
unto him, as before; Christ did not come to make sin less filthy to
the Lord, or to make a person, where sin is, more lovely, or less
hateful to him, but rather declares, and sets forth the wrath of God
against sin in the highest degree. Whereever the Lord seeth sin, and
not Christ upon the person taking away that sin, he cannot but hate
both the sin, and the sinner. All the pleasure the Lord takes in the
sons of men, proceeds from a purity Christ puts upon them; and the
taking away of that sinfulness from them, which otherwise could not



but stir up indignation and wrath in him against them, where he
finds it, is the ground upon which Christ pleads justice, that so it
might appear there is no violation of it; but the Lord is as well
satisfied, as if the person transgressing had laid under the wrath
deserved, in his own person. I could wish, I were able to speak to
you in so full and clear language, that not one dram of this glorious
mystery of this gospel of Christ might be hid, for the comforting and
refreshing of your spirits; the thing I drive at, being, that all the
people of Christ might know wherein lies their strong consolation,
not in themselves, as if they did not sin, or could make amends for
their sins; but in him who hath made perfect amends for them, and
in whom they are accepted with the Father, (as if they themselves in
their own persons had made this amends) who hath presented them
so complete in himself unto him, that he is pleased to look upon
them as upon his own innocent Son, and to take pleasure in them,
with the same pleasure that he takes in his beloved. And, if ever you
mean to have your consciences, and your consolations established,
well grounded, concerning the pardon of your sins, you must see
that Christ hath only pleaded, doth plead out your acquittance and
discharge, and this your indemnity, even to the satisfying of justice
itself. For if justice be not yet satisfied; if the Lord hath yet a plea
against your souls, and Christ hath not fully answered it, but left this
plea with God, who shall stand up before him, Christ being silent to
plead for you? God's justice comes in, and pleads terribly against
you, and will exact satisfaction of you; therefore you must receive
this principle, if you will be established in consolation; that as there
is mercy in respect of us, who bring nothing in consideration of our
sins; so there is justice in forgiving sin, in respect of Christ our
advocate, that manages his office, and makes it known for this very
end, that we might have the stronger consolation.



SERMON XXXVI

CHRIST'S ADVOCATESHIP FOR ALL THE
ELECT.

1JOHNIi. 1, 2.

"My little children, these things I write unto you, that you sin
not: and if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our
sins."

WE have formerly entered upon these words; wherein the apostle
makes the proposal of the grace of God in Christ, the encouragement
unto people to forbear sin. The first thing we noted from hence was,
that the knowledge of an advocate that becomes a propitiation for
sin, even for such as commit sin, is so far from opening a gap unto a
licentious life, that indeed it is the best means to keep us from it.
The last day we fell upon the matter of the argument, which the
apostle useth to dissuade little children from sin:" If any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." Herein
we proposed to be considered,

1. What this advocateship of Christ is, and how he manages it.
2. Whose cause it is that Christ here pleads.
3. How he is qualified for this office.

4. What the issue of this advocateship of Christ is, proposed in the
last words of the text; "He is the propitiation for our sins."

1. What this office of advocateship is, the sum is briefly this; the
office of an advocate is to plead the cause of a man, as it is in justice
and right; so that the advocateship of Christ consists in pleading the
discharge of his people, even from the principle of right and justice.

Whereas it is objected, and indeed seems a thing unreconcilable,
namely, that this discharge from sin, goes all along under the notion
of free grace and pardon, how can this be, if it be merely an act of



justice, for God to forgive sins?

This may easily be reconciled with distinction; discharge from sin,
in respect of us, or what we can bring by way of recompence for the
sin committed, is merely free grace; we can bring noticing at all;
also in respect of Christ, as he is allowed to stand in our room, it is
grace too; but, Christ being allowed and admitted, and the Lord
having taken the full payment he could ask at his hands, and
acknowledging satisfaction upon such payment; this act of Christ
makes it an act of justice, that God should forgive sins; and therefore
the apostle in 1 John i. 7. tells us, "That the blood of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, cleanseth us from all our sins;" and concludes, that
"he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins;" but, I cannot insist
upon what I have formerly delivered now, peradventure some,
(though I confess a little over-curious) desire to understand how
Christ, being now in heaven, executes this office of advocateship, or
in what sense he is said to plead the cause of his people: I call it a
curious query, because the scriptures are very sparing in declaring
the manner of Christ's managing this office: that he is an advocate, is
clear enough; how he deals with God in the execution of it, is more
obscure: frequent mention is made indeed of Christ's intercession in
heaven; "He ever liveth to make intercession for us;" yet though this
be frequently mentioned, and the comfort of God's people much laid
upon this, yet the scriptures are very sparing what kind of
intercession he makes, whether he prays to his Father in heaven, as
he did upon earth; and the like I say, of this business of
advocateship.

Some few passages of scripture there are, that will give some hint, at
least have some glimmerings of the very manner of Christ's
advocateship, and the execution of it. Heb. xi, 4. will give us some
light: "By faith, (saith the apostle) Abel offered a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain, whereby he received, or obtained witness of
God, that he was righteous, by which, he being dead, yet speaketh;"
that is, by which sacrifice. The sacrifices, you know, were Christ in
the antitype; for all the life of them, from which men obtain
testimony of God, that they are righteous, is Christ himself; and it is
Christ in sacrifice that speaks, even when the sacrfice itself is
offered: I conceive therefore, beloved; as sacrifices speak, in respect
of a prevailing power they have with God, when he sits in judgment;



so likewise the advocateship of Christ, which is nothing else but the
speaking of Christ, is managed after such a manner: Christ speaks as
sacrifice speaks; for, indeed, he as advocate, pleads only as a
sacrifice for man: in chap. xii. 22,—24. you have another
expression, a little more clear. "We are come, (saith the apostle) to
mount Sion, the city of the living God, to an innumerable company
of angels, and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant, and to the
blood of sprinkling, that speaks better things than the blood of
Abel." Here you see, whereas he in the former chapter, put a voice,
or a plea in the mouth of sacrifices, in this, he speaks more plainly,
and puts a voice, or plea, to that which is the life of sacrifices;
namely, the blood of sprinkling, the blood of Jesus Christ; and, this
is that which speaks better things than the blood of Abel. You know
that there was a strong plea in his blood, which cried from earth to
heaven, till it brought vengeance upon the head of Cain; the blood of
Christ, hath a stronger plea, and cry, and is for better purposes; so
that under favour, (for in this I shall not contend much) so far as |
can see, the value and desert of the bloodshed of Christ, is the plea
that he makes as advocate in heaven; that when a believer commits
sin, the efficacy of the blood shed is fresh in the presence of the
Lord, in the behalf of that poor wretch that hath thus sinned; I say,
the blood is present, and the whole efficacy, and virtue of it, is fresh
in the thoughts of the Lord; and, as it is thus effectual and powerful,
brings, the discharge and acknowledgment of it to his thoughts too,
if I may so speak, whereby he is pacified towards them, and pleased
with them. This is always before him; and present with him; yea,
when the sins that a believer commits are present; and the counter-
plea of the value of the blood of Christ, overcomes the natural plea
of the sin itself: but I will not dwell upon this, but hasten to another
thing very considerable, which is,

2. Whose cause it is that Christ pleads with the Father; or, for whom
the value and virtue of his blood pleads. I remember the disciples,
when Christ spake generally concerning his betraying, were very
inquisitive; "Is it I?" saith one; "Is it I?" saith another. I doubt not,
but in regard of the prevalency of the plea of the blood of Christ,
many persons present will fall upon this enquiry; Is it I that means?
Is he my advocate? Am I his client? I shall endeavour to make it
clear, and to resolve it, as the apostle here proposes it.



The plea that Christ puts up for the persons, whose cause he
undertakes, are all sorts of believers whatsoever, high or low rich or
poor, nay, strong or weak; he pleads their cause, he is the advocate
of the weakest believer in the world; nay, more, when he is the
greatest sinner, I mean, when he falls foully; when he falls, it may
be, through the weakness of his faith, making him suspect that
Christ will be silent in his cause, in regard of such failings, and
sinfulness: he is then as properly the advocate of such a believer,
who, peradventure, falls into some scandalous evil. Mark but the
apostle, "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father" he
makes no exception, neither in respect of persons, nor sins; he doth
not say,"if any man sin merely of infirmity and common frailty; but
in general, "If any man sin;" as if he had said, there must something
be done by believers, that goes beyond the being of sin, before they
can be excluded from having interest in the advocateship of Christ:
here he speaks expressly, there is an advocateship of Christ, for
believers sinning, without exception. I know it is too frequent
among many, that more gross sins than ordinary in a believer, not
only waste the conscience, but also interpose between such a person
and Christ, of which we shall have occasion to speak elsewhere. For
the present, there is a conceit, that if a believer sins more than
ordinarily, presently there is a just cause for him to suspect Christ
will not sufficiently manage his office for him, at least hath not
sufficiently managed it already: so that there is cause of fear. But, let
me tell you, to the everlasting consolation of God's people, that there
is no sin, which a believer can commit, which can exclude him from
the benefit of this advocateship, or bring him beyond the bounds of
this large grant, "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father:" and, if it be any man, you will say, it extends, to all men in
the world, as well as believers. Nay, there is a restraint in the words,
and you shall easily see it; "If any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father;" if any of us that have fellowship with the Father
and the Son; it is not every one that hath Christ for an advocate, but
those that are believers; those that have right to fellowship with the
Father and the Son, are only spoken of in this place. 1 speak this, to
the end that those, who through fear of death, are subject and
bondage all their lives long, may know that Christ is come to deliver
them, and reveals this truth, on purpose to deliver them from the fear
of death, and bondage, by being their advocate for their sins; he is an



advocate, he is a propitiation for every sin of his. The words run in
the general to the end, The apostle doth not say, he is not an
advocate for such and such believers, that sin so and so; if they
commit sin so and so aggravated, and their sins rise to such an
height, there is no propitiation for them; but he speaks in the general
stile, "If any man sin," and he is the propitiation for our sins; yet,
beloved, I must be bold to go a little further, in respect of the
persons whose cause Christ pleads, and in whose behalf he is an
advocate: I say, it is for all sorts of believers; nay, I go further, it is
for more than present ones, even for some who are not so for the
present, but remain, as yet, in a state of unbelief.

In brief, Christ is the advocate of the cause of every person for
whom he paid the price, of redemption, whether they be already
called, or not yet acquainted with the grace of God: for every elect
person, as well unconverted, as converted, Christ equally, in respect
of the substance of his plea, interposes; but, when I say, he pleads as
well for the unconverted, as for the converted, I mean for such
unconverted persons as belong unto the election of grace, and have
their portion in the price of his blood.

Beloved, for my own part, I cannot yet conceive any other
considerable difference, between the plea of Christ for converted
persons, and the elect unconverted, but this circumstantial one;
namely, that the value of his blood is equally of force, to believers
and unbelievers, being elected; saving that believers have this
privilege, that Christ pleads for the manifestation of this discharge
unto them, but not for the present unto the unconverted; till such
time as they shall be called to the faith, and, by that faith, that thing
be made evident, which before was hid: I say, the pardon of sin, by
the blood of Christ, is as full for the unconverted, as fully passed
over in grant, [ mean, as to the believer himself: God adds never a
tittle of pardon itself more to him, that is a believer, than to him not
yet converted to the faith, in regard of the substance of it.

For the clearing of this, I beseech you note, what is the rise or
ground-work of the pardon of sin, and when it is complete with God.
These two things considered, you will perceive that all the pardon,
in respect of the substance of it, that God passed over unto men, is
before their conversion: look, I say, upon the rise, or original, of the
pardon of sin, it is the gracious grant of God, upon the blood of



Christ shed; this is the only foundation of pardon; there is no pardon
appliable to any person, but what is to be found in the word of grace.
Thou, that art a believer at present, hast the pardon of thy sins in thy
spirit, thou art assured of it; where hadst thou this pardon? Didst
thou not fetch it out of the word of grace? Then, as soon as that was
first published, this grace of pardon was held forth. If thou foundest
it not here, then somewhere else; bat where will you have this grant
to build upon, if you have it not in the word of grace? You will say,
the Spirit of God will reveal it unto you. It is true indeed; but if he
reveals a grant of grace, it is according to his word. The Spirit
speaking out of the word of grace to men, speaks no otherwise, but
according to it, in men; and if there be a contradiction between the
inward voice, and this word of grace, it is enough to give you cause
of suspicion; yea, you may be confident, that that voice within you,
being a contradiction, is false; I say, Christ sends us unto his word,
and from that we take out the pardon of sin.

Now, beloved, I beseech you consider, if all pardon to all the elect,
to the end of the world, be contained in this word of grace, there is
no more pardon than what is written there; then it must needs
follow, that God passed over this at that instant, when he entered it
in the volume of his book. Is there no pardon till thou art converted?
then it is not to be found in this word of grace, because this was
written before thy conversion; so that either you must deny the
pardon that is properly and truly revealed in the word, and must seek
out some newer than is revealed; or you must acknowledge that that
is granted unto men, is, in regard of the substance of it, as soon as it
was in the volume of his book.

Hence it is plain, that as believers coming to believe, fetch out of
this word of grace their pardon; so unconverted persons elected,
have their grace equally in it, only the Lord hides the publication of
it to them, till such time as he is pleased to call them, and give them
faith to read their portion here, as other believers have before. It is
true, indeed, though the pardon of every unconverted elect person be
equally passed over by the Lord, yet, till their conversion, he gives
no more hint of it than he gives to the reprobates themselves. This is
that that will take away the suspected inconveniences that may
follow upon pardon already granted before conversion; for whereas,
men may think this will make unconverted men presume, to know



their pardon before; I say, it is true, there is such a pardon for them,
but they know it not, nor ever shall know it, till they be brought out
of darkness to the glorious light of the Lord Jesus Christ; otherwise,
how can it be true, that all the sins of God's people, past, present,
and to come, are all of them at once pardoned, as the godly learned
protestants say? Whence shall a believer, coming to believe, fetch
all his comfort, that all his sins, while he was in rebellion, were
pardoned, if there were not a grant of this extant before; upon which,
as upon a sure foundation, his believing might stay itself? How
comes it to pass, that persons are not cut off before they are called, if
their sins are not pardoned; which stand between the wrath of God
and them? Nothing else but the blood of Christ stands between
them, even between the destroying wrath of God, and his people that
commit sin, even before conversion. In a word, where will you find
a new act of God since the grants registered in his book? Certain I
am, that the persons pardoned were not converted, when this was
made; and if there be, or come, after this was first made, a new
grant, either it must be entered anew here, or be in a new book by
itself.

If, therefore, all pardons are as ancient as this record, then they are
more ancient than the present believing of any person that now
liveth. Hence, we may let persons know, that it is but a rash
expression to say, that such and such a person is in the state of
damnation (if it be meant he is so before God) while he remains in
the state of unconversion; and the wrath of God abides upon that
person, though elected, till he be called.

Beloved, let me tell you, the state of the unconverted elect persons,
is as sure from danger of final miscarriage, as the estate of a saint in
glory; saints stand there by the blood of Christ alone, which hath
purchased the pardon of sin for the unconverted elect person; so that
the same discharge of them, by the blood of Christ, concerns the one
as much as the other; but, I say, still the unconverted person cannot
make any conclusion from all this, because he cannot know his
portion till he believes.

3. How is Christ qualified for such a vocation as this? His office is
of admirable use to men; to be a propitiation for their sins, and to get
the discharge of God manifested to a person, for whom he pleads it,
is of great consolation; so then it must needs be, that the advocate



that is to plead the cause be well gifted for that employment: it is too
well known, that a righteous cause many a time miscarries in the
world, through, the deceitfulness, or simplicity of the counsel. When
men come upon life and death, it concerns them much to have a
skillful lawyer to plead for them; or else for lack of urging that,
which is most necessary to be pleaded, they miscarry and perish.
The Holy Ghost, therefore, beloved, is pleased to impart unto us, not
only that Christ is an advocate, and whose cause it is that he pleads;
but also communicates unto us, the largeness of the gifts of Christ,
for the managing of this office.

I will not go beyond the text itself, to observe to you the fullness of
the gifts of Christ, to manage this advocateship, even to that effect
and issue, that his heart can desire, that is, more than thy heart can
desire. There are three titles appropriated in this place unto Christ,
all of them very aptly and sweetly manifesting his excellent gifts, as
mediator, or as advocate for, or on the behalf of, poor believers, to
wit, "Christ Jesus the righteous;" every title shews how he is gifted.

1. The title Christ contains much in it to strengthen our confidence
in him, that is to plead our cause; it is a word that properly signifies
anointed. Now, anointing, carries two things along with it; 1. The
separation, or calling of such a person anointed to some special
office. 2. The abilities of the person for the office 'he is called into;
so that our advocate being Christ, and called so here, imports unto
us, 1. The lawful call of Christ unto it, by him that authorizes him. 2.
The large abilities he hath to manage it.

(1.) The title Christ imports unto us, his lawful call to plead: the
apostle saith, Heb. v. 4—6. "No man taketh this honour unto
himself, but he that is called of God as was Aaron." Where he
further clears, how Christ was lawfully called unto it; "The Lord
hath sworn, (saith he) and will not repent, thou art a priest for ever,
after the order of Melchisedeck;" here is calling. Of what moment is
this, will you say? I answer, of great moment: let Christ be ever so
able to plead, except the Lord admit him to it, he must hold his
tongue. You know in common law itself, there are students in it, and
counsellors, then serjeants at law; a student in the law, it may be, is
more able to plead a cause, and can do it better than some serjeant at
law, or some others that are called; but yet, because be is not called,
he must hold his tongue. Beloved, were Christ our advocate a



novice, and not graduated; if he were not called to the bar, though he
can plead never so excellently with God, he could not be heard: God
will give a call before he hear; so Christ is called.

Yet again, when men are called to be counselors, they cannot plead
at every bar; at the Common Pleas none plead but a serjeant at law;
though many counsellors be able lawyers, and better gifted than
some serjeants, yet this will not suffice, he is not called to the bar in
special; and therefore, they must not come till they have the call as
the serjeants have. The Lord doth not bid us to seek his face without
a mediator; but he that is the advocate at the court in heaven, is the
Lord Jesus Christ, that is, the man Christ: he that hath the best
rhetoric in the world to plead his cause, must have him as a serjeant
to plead for him; he cannot be admitted in this court to plead for
himself. The ministers of God, are in some sort the pleaders of our
cause, yet they themselves, must have this serjeant to plead for
them, when they come to this tribunal of God, arid he alone is
admitted to it. And it is a great matter to know what kind of Christ
he is, that is singled out; and. then you must know, that if the world
offer this service unto yon, to plead your cause before God, it would
not avail; if this man Christ were not freely assigned, and called to
plead your cause, you are gone for ever, nothing can be. heard but
him. You will say, the servants of God are heard when they pray. I
say, Christ is only heard when he prays; you must pray in faith, saith
James; "Let him not think that he shall obtain any thing at the hand
of the Lord that wavers;" he must ask in faith, that is, he must ask in
Christ, for faith rests not upon itself, bat upon him. It is Christ gets
every thing for men; it is not they themselves, nor their prayers, but
it is Christ that prevails: now, this advocate speaks his mind, and is
admitted to do it to the full: but this is not all, he is qualified that he
may plead effectually: there may be some unrighteous judge in the
world, that may call men for favour, as a father calls his son,
whether he be qualified or no, that is not regarded; this man for
some bye respects, shall come to the bar: but God is a righteous
judge, that hath no partiality; Christ indeed is his son, but he is not
called merely for favour, but as he calls him so he breeds him: you
know, beloved, that at the inns of court, the judges and prime
lawyers, are teachers of students, and when they find them
proficients, they call and admit them to the bar: so Christ is the
student; and the Father instructs and tutors him; he breeds him up, if



I may speak, after the manner of men, to be fit for the advocateship,
and when fit, he puts him into it.

You will find anointing, as in the word Christ, imports gifting of
men, when they are called out: Aaron was anointed, and gifted to
make atonement; and so Saul, when Samuel anointed him, the text
saith, "God gave him another, a regal heart;" when he made him a
king, he gave him the heart of one, a kingly spirit. And this was that
which Solomon prayed for, when the crown was set upon his head,
that God would give him a wise and understanding heart, to go in
and out before his great people; and the Lord answered him, and
gave him wisdom; so that there was none before him, nor after him,
like unto him; even so God did with Christ, he was anointed to be
our advocate, and as he anointed him, he gifted him for it, as he
saith," I have laid help upon one that is mighty." Christ is the person
that must bring help, and therefore must be mighty. Psalm Ixviii. 18.
you see that God gifted Christ, when he called him forth: "Thou art
ascended up on high, thou hast led captivity captive, and received
gifts for men." Here the office of Christ is to deliver captives, and
for this purpose must be gifted; if he be not qualified, he will fail in
the execution of it. But above all, Isaiah xlii. 1—5. manifestly clears
this matter; "Behold my servant, saith the Lord, mine elect, in whom
my soul delighteth, he shall not fail, neither shall he be discouraged;
I will hold him with my right hand, he shall not be dismayed:" here
you see how many expressions the Lord useth, to shew how he
qualifieth his Son Christ that so he may be fit to manage his
business.

2. He is not only called Christ, but he is Christ Jesus, and the title
further illustrates the excellency of his qualifications to be an
advocate; Jesus, is a name importing the effectual prevalency of
Christ in his plea. I will not stand to clear the signification of it by
the etymology of the word; but for a more sensible understanding of
it, the word is taken up and examined by the Holy Ghost himself,
Matt. i. 21. when the angel brings the tidings of his birth, he gave his
name; "They shall call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people
from their sins:" Jesus, is as much as to say, a Saviour of people
from sin.

Now, see how admirably our Saviour is qualified; he hath not only
rhetoric and law at his fingers ends, as we say, but he hath an



admirable prevalency in it; there is not any cause that he yet took in
hand, that miscarried; not any client that he ever pleaded for, that at
any time was cast, but he that pleads is still the Saviour of his
people; he pleads so, that he saves them from their sins. It is
admirable to consider; let the sins produced against a person be ever
so many, or heinous; let the witnesses come in, and swear ever so
punctually, and prove ever so fully the crimes committed against
such a law; yet such is the faculty of this advocate with the Father,
that he stops the judgment, the sentence cannot go forth; this Christ,
as he is Jesus, is first the bail of men, till the day of payment. You
know the nature of bailing; persons should go to prison upon the
trespass, but bail takes men off till judgment be given, or perfect
satisfaction be made. As we have sinned, so in legality we ought to
lie by it presently; but Christ comes before-hand, even the advocate,
and passeth his word for us, that there shall be current payment in
due time, binding himself body for body, that there shall he
appearance at the day; but that is not all, when the day is come,
though most witnesses prove point-blank, the crime objected, and
the law pleads the just desert of the punishment provided in that
behalf, yet this advocate steps in, and pays all it can demand; I
myself have satisfied the law on their behalf, saith he, therefore
there can be no more asked of them. You know, that if a man have
borrowed an hundred pounds, and he be sued never so violently, and
witnesses come in, and prove the debt never so clearly; yet if a
surety comes in, and enters bond for him, yea, and pays the debt for
him; if he hath been discharged, and hath an acknowledgment of
satisfaction made on the behalf of that person, then there's no
judgment comes out against him that borrowed the money. This is
the case with our advocate, he is the surety of a better testament, and
pleading, when matter of fact is proved, and the law speaks directly
against it, and justice pleads for such a penalty to be inflicted; yet
then is the Saviour produced that makes current and full payment.
There could not be expected any stopping of the sentence for the
client, by pleading, but there must first be a satisfying of all; this is
the Saviour's office, and as a Saviour, so he is the satisfier.

8. The advocate is "Jesus Christ the righteous;" and this title imports
two things very considerable; and they have either respect unto us,
or unto God, anti both of them shew how admirably and sufficiently
he is qualified for this office of advocateship; it hath reference unto



us, he is "Christ Jesus the righteous;" as much as to say, the true and
faithful. Faithfulness and righteousness are taken for one and the
same thing, for dealing truly with persons. Many a one loseth a good
cause for the unfaithfulness of his counsel; they make against their
clients for bribes, and play on both sides; they deal not honestly with
men; they carry the business in a dilatory way; they will not
dispatch, but delay the suit; but this our advocate, is the faithful and
true witness, he dealeth ingenuously and uprightly; this one you may
trust with things in his hand. Many times men put their whole
business into their counsel's hands, to sink or swim; but here is an
advocate that is faithful, here is no danger of sinking; you may put
all into his hands, you need not fear at all, he is the righteous and
faithful advocate. But the principal thing, I intend in this
righteousness, is that wherein the strength of his argument lieth, he
pleads in the behalf of his client; that is, the advocate Christ, is so
righteous, that this very righteousness of his shall carry the cause on
your side, even to a full discharge from all sins whatsoever.

Beloved, the whole security of persons from wrath and hell, from sin
and death, hangs upon this one hinge of his righteousness; as there is
force enough in it, so the cause prospers on the client's side: if that
should fail, nothing can uphold it. It will be therefore of mighty
concern to consider, how clear the scripture is, that lays all the
burden of the task in. pleading upon his righteousness; and further,
what kind of righteousness of Christ that is, that carries such a
strength in his pleading for his people; both of them need to be
cleared, especially the latter. For the first, the scriptures will be clear
of themselves; only, the latter, what kind of righteousness it is that
hath that prevalency is to be made apparent. A righteousness, and
his righteousness, most grant but some mistake there is, in the minds
of some, that reach not the height of the gospel, what that
righteousness is, that hath such a prevalency. The present time will
not give me leave to handle it fully, and I will not do it by halves;
and, therefore, I will leave it to another time.



SERMON XXXVII

CHRIST'S RIGHTEOUSNESS ONLY DISCHARGE
THE SINNER.

1JOHNIi. 1, 2.

"If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins,"
&ec.

IN these words, you have the apostle's, conclusion, and his argument
to enforce it; his conclusion is, that he would not have them to sin;
his argument is," If any man do sin," &c.

The first thing that we have observed out of these words is; that it is
a powerful argument to prevail with persons, such as John writes
unto, not to sin, to let them know, that though they do they have an
advocate with the Father.

We are fallen upon the consideration of the argument itself. 1. The
matter of it. 2. The force of it. Every argument hath some firmness
in itself, from whence is produced some good inference; that which
hath none in itself, is not able to make good another thing.
Concerning the matter of this argument, you have, 1. The apostle's
supposition. 2. A provision against that which this supposition might
do; or, against that which he supposes a man might do. Here is a
supposition, you may sin, though you be little children; the
provision against the evil that sin might do is, though we sin, yet we
have an advocate with the Father. And, concerning the matter,of the
argument, we have these things proposed, (1.) What the office is that
is here ascribed unto Christ, in that he is called advocate, and how
he in heaven exercises this office. (2.) Whose cause it is he pleads
by virtue of it. (3.) How he is qualified for it. (4.) The issue and
event of the execution of it.

(1.) This advocateship of Christ, is a plea founded upon justice;
Christ doth not appeal in his plea to mere mercy, but his client
stands or falls, as justice itself pronounces a sentence. And,



concerning the second clause of this first part, Christ exercises this
office in heaven, rather virtually, than vocally; be speaks as his
blood speaks; "We are come to the blood of sprinkling, (saith the
apostle, in Heb. xii. 24.) that speaks better things than the blood of
Abel."

We come further to consider, whose cause it is that Christ maintains
and pleads; the cause of all believers, even the cause of little
children, even when they have sinned, without limitation; for he
expresses himself in general terms, it is the cause of those that sin,
"If any man sin." Yea, the cause not, only of present believers, but
also of all the elect; believers, or unbelievers, if they be elected. It is
true, they shall believe in time, but yet, [ say, Christ is an advocate
of them, while unbelievers, if they be elected, There is not a sin, but
as it is damnable in its own nature, in the rigour of justice, so it doth
not allow of any forbearance; it is only Christ that makes the
forbearance, even until they are called. Then we come to consider,
how Christ, our advocate, is qualified to manage this office with that
efficacy and success to the comfort of those whose cause he
maintains. The qualifications of Christ are expressed in three things.

1. For the title, he is anointed to be an advocate; he hath a lawful call
to the bar; nay, he is privileged, there is none to plead but himself; it
is Christ anointed, that is, gifted and made able to minister. In Isaiah
xlii. the Lord tells us, how he shall not be dismayed, he will hold
him up, and, "The isles shall wait for his law:" we must understand
it two ways; that is, the isles shall now be directed and guided by
him as their law-giver or, he shall be so good a lawyer, that the isles
shall wait for his law; as much as to say, if a man have a cause to be
tried, and hears of a good counsel, very expert in the law, he waits
for such a man's law, he waits for it out of his mouth, and he hopes
he will plead his cause so, that it shall go well with him. God makes
Christ so good a lawyer, that when he comes to plead his law, he
shall carry the sentence on his client's side.

2. He is Jesus, and in that is imported a notable qualification of
Christ, to exercise his office of advocateship, Jesus, as much as a
Saviour: and it shews the efficacy of his plea; he pleads the cause of
his clients so strongly, that he saves.

3. Another qualification of Christ unto his advocateship is, that he is



Jesus Christ the righteous: he is so in a double sense, and in both is
declared the excellent qualification of Christ to advocate for us. 1.
He is "the righteous," that is, the faithful, a counsellor, that will deal
truly and uprigthtly with his client, that will not fail. 2. This
advocate is righteous, or hath such a righteousness, as that the whole
strength of his plea, and the force of his argument he urges in it,
lieth altogether in his righteousness. The former expression imports
what Christ himself is, this what his argument is: I say, the only
argument that hath power to lead the cause, to state the conclusion
for the client, the only force lies in the righteousness of Christ; this
is that which God looks upon, and which prevails with him, and
makes it a righteous thing with him to forgive and discharge a
sinner; | say, his righteousness is his righteousness is the hinge upon
which the whole turns, the pillar upon which all our safety hangs;
the only hold-fast that keeps us from sinking: if this should fail,
nothing could bear us up; therefore, nothing should be more
searched into and understood than this truth; namely, that it is the
righteousness of Christ that prevails in plea with God, for a person
that sins, and this only. I shall therefore endeavour, for the clearing
up of this, that the strength of Christ's plea with God lies in his
righteousness, to shew you, 1. Evidently out of scripture, that it is
this righteousness, and only this, that prevails with God for the
discharge of a member of Christ when he sins. 2. Shall consider
what this righteousness is that so prevails with him.

1. The scripture, or rather the Holy Ghost, in the word of grace,
holds forth this truth frequently unto; that all the strength of the plea
with God, and consequently all the ground of solid comfort unto us,
wholly depends upon the righteousness of Christ, and nothing else:
look at Psalm 1, 5, 6. for David, even in his time, was marvellous
clear in the truth: "Gather my saints, saith the Lord, such as have
made a covenant with me by sacrifice, and the heavens shall declare
his righteousness." Gather them together, that is, bring them to
judgment, such as have made a covenant with me by sacrifice; and
then, when they stand in judgment, "the heavens shall declare his
righteousness:" he saith not, the heavens shall declare my
righteousness, though it is a truth, that they do declare both his and
Christ's; his, in passing sentence of absolution, Christ's in pleading
so for it, that God in justice cannot but pass it. Either understand it
thus, the righteousness that shall be pleaded, is that that comes down



from heaven, of which we shall speak hereafter; or, the
righteousness which Christ shall and evident, in the prevalency of it,
that the sun in the firmament hath not a clearer brightness in it, than
this have to clear up the business: "gather my saints together, that
have made a covenant with me by sacrifice." What sacrifice, will
you say, or what is there in sacrifice, that the Lord should be in
covenant with his people? Psalm li. 19. you there see what there is in
sacrifice that makes a covenant between God and his people; "Then
shalt thou be pleased, (saith David) with the sacrifice of
righteousness:" righteousness in the sacrifice, is that which procures
a pleasantness in God unto those persons unto whom sacrifice
belongs, or for whose use sacrifice serves: I say, righteousness in the
sacrifice, not an inherent righteousness in the typical sacrifice itself;
for, saith the apostle, it is impossible that the "blood of bulls and
goats should take away sin;" but there is a righteousness that is
declared from heaven and annexed to the sacrifice, the righteousness
of Christ; this is that which puts an end to the quarrel, and makes an
agreement between those that are at difference: and ver. 14. you see,
beloved, David hath such a confidence in the righteousness of
Christ, and so makes it his refuge, as that in the greatest of sins he
was ever overtaken with, he betakes himself unto it, "Deliver me, O
Lord, from blood-guiltiness; thou God of my righteousness." There
you plainly see deliverance from blood guiltiness is ascribed unto
the righteousness of God; and he waits for his deliverance, even out
of the power that righteousness hath with God; for that purpose Psal.
Ixxi. 2. David makes the righteousness of Christ his refuge in
extremity, "Deliver me, O Lord, in thy righteousness;" and
afterwards how he sticks to this righteousness for refuge still, and
will not leave it: "My mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness; and
I will make mention of thy righteousness, and thine only," ver. 15,
16. Mark the expression well, let David be in what condition he will,
he will make no other plea but this, "thy righteousness, and thine
only;" whether you understand it of God's righteousness simply, as
judge, or of Christ's righteousness, as he is the advocate, they come
to one reckoning; for, if God deliver in a righteous sentence, or
according to righteousness, deliverance proceeds from righteousness
pleaded. So that, I say, if you understand it of the Lord, then you
must conceive the righteousness of Christ is the ground, why, he
pronounceth a sentence of righteousness: and Psalm cxliii 11. David



there again ascribes his deliverance unto righteousness; "Quicken
thou me, O Lord, for thy name's sake, and for thy righteousness
sake, bring my soul out of trouble." The prophet Isaiah comes
behind none in evangelical sweet truths for the comfort of God's
people; he is marvellous full concerning this thing, namely, the
discharge of: the people of God by the righteousness of Christ. In
chap. i. 27. "Sion (saith the Lord there) shall be redeemed with
judgment, and her converts with righteousness." Here you see,
beloved, that the church of God shall be brought to judgment;
judgment, you know, is a sentence passed by a judge; and there shall
be redemption unto Sion, even by judgment: and this sentence of a
judge must be pronounced for the deliverance of the client; this is
our comfort, we shall be saved by righteousness. Isaiah xli. 2. you
see how the Lord sets out Christ in this very term, "Who hath raised
up the righteous man, and called him to his foot? I, the first and the
last," saith the Lord, in ver. 4. Christ, I say, is held forth unto men,
as the righteous man raised up for the good of the sons of men.
Chap. li. ver. 6. the Holy Ghost tells us, that God will make
"judgment to rest for a light of the people;" that is, when the Lord
brings his people into judgment, it shall be a lightsome day unto
them, and though it is, yet who can stand before his judgment? Mark
the ground of the lightsomeness of it when they shall come unto
their trial; "My righteousness is near, (saith the Lord) my judgment
is gone forth, my salvation is gone forth,;" therefore it should be a
lightsome day, because there shall be righteousness in it to plead out
that judgment that shall be given on the behalf of the clients of
Christ. Isaiah liii. 11. "He shall see the travail of his soul, and shall
be satisfied;" that is, God shall see the travail of the soul of Christ,
and shall be satisfied. But how comes it pass, that God is pacified by
beholding the travail of the soul of Christ? "By his knowledge, (saith
he) shall my righteous servant justify many." There is a great deal of
difficulty to understand the meaning of the phrase "righteous
servant." For my own part, I think the plain sense carries much light
in it; as much as to say Christ knows so much concerning the
prevalency of his own righteousness with the Father, that he shall be
sure to carry the cause in behalf of his clients when he pleads it for
their justification, when they come to their trial. Isaiah lix. 16. the
Lord, saith the text, wondered that there were none, that he could
find never an intercessor; therefore, as it follows, "My arm hath



brought salvation;" but how doth his arm bring salvation? "My
righteousness, it sustained me." Observe it well, there is none to deal
with God on the behalf of men, but the Son of God, Christ himself,
there could not one come in to help him: there is a mighty charge
laid against poor believers, containing such a bulk of transgressions,
with so many aggravations, that Christ himself had sunk under them,
being alone had not his righteousness sustained him; this was that
which held him up in the whole plea, till the sentence was given on
the behalf of his clients; for he pat on righteousness as a breast-plate.
Jerem. xxiii. ,5. 6. "Behold, the days come, I will raise up a
righteous branch unto David; in his days Judah shall be saved, and
Israel shall dwell safely; and the name wherewith he shall be called,
is, The Lord our righteousness." Here is a righteous branch raised
up, then follows, "they shall be saved." How so? In that there is a
righteous branch to plead for them, Israel shall dwell safely, and
Judah shall be saved, in the world, and from the world; a righteous
branch being raised up, Judah shall be saved from the wrath of God
himself, that it shall not break out. God himself shall not cast Judah
out of possession, not only Judah in the letter, but also in the
spiritual sense; God in judgment shall not cast out Israel, because
this righteous branch is raised up, which shall in righteousness
establish them to dwell safely: and the reason of all this is notably
rendered; namely, in that this righteousness is become our's, and he
is so become our righteousness, that his very name is, "The Lord our
righteousness."

It is very well worth your observation, how still the last refuge is
fastened upon the righteousness of Christ. In Dan. ix. 24. "Yet
seventy weeks are determined upon thy holy city;" to what purpose?
"To finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to make reconciliation
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness." Mark it well;
the sealing up of the vision, that is, the establishment of the
forgiveness of sins, follows after the bringing in of everlasting
righteousness, and this is the righteousness of Christ. Therefore, in
Malachi iv. 2. healing is appropriated unto Christ, and shewn where
the virtue lies, that he hath such healing: "Unto them, that fear my
name, shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his
wings;" therefore, a healing Sun, because he is the Sun of
righteousness; and the virtue in the wing of Christ to heal, is his
righteousness. I have been more copious in these passages of



scripture, before the coming of Christ, that people may not think,
that to depend only, and solely upon his righteousness, for security
and comfort, is a new thing, but was known, and was a refuge from
the beginning. The apostle Paul, speaks more clearly than the rest; I
shall instance but in two passages; for the truth is, all the epistles are
full of this. The strength of the plea of Christ, in the behalf of his
people sinning, stands in his righteousness; for this purpose, Rom.
ii. 9, 10, 11, 12. see how mightily the apostle pleads to the
convincing of all the world of sin, and the fruit of it; from ver. 13. is
a description of the sins of men; and in ver. 20, he makes a
conclusion; "Therefore by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be
justified in his sight." Now, after he had taken off all that might
possibly be in man towards his remedy, or in the law for the people
to rest in, he begins to establish the foundation, upon which the
safety and security of God's people depends: but now, saith he, in
ver. 21. "The righteousness of God without the law, is manifested,
which is by faith in Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all that do
believe; whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins."
You see here is an inculcating again and again, that it is Christ's
righteousness, which God hath set forth to be a propitiation to
declare this upon all, imports unto us, the sole refuge for the
remission of sins is only that righteousness: look also into Rom. v.
18, 19. "As by one man's disobedience, many were made sinners, so
by the obedience of one many shall be made righteous." Our
transgressions are the issue which Adam's disobedience brought
forth; that obedience of one man is our security, and deliverance
from hell, and death, which one man's disobedience brought into the
world; all of it is frustrated by the obedience and righteousness of
that one; nothing but that setting persons free from the fruits of
unrighteousness and disobedience in Adam, is able to make then,
righteous. I hope, by this time, the truth is cleared enough, that there
is nothing to be mentioned, but only his righteousness, nothing can
be a plea, but that. You shall therefore consider out of all these
passages, what that righteousness is, that has efficacy and
prevalency with the Father, for the discharge of a member of Christ
when he sins.

1. Negatively; there is not any righteousness of a believer which he
acts, which can possibly have any force in plea with the Father for



his discharge that hath committed sin; I mention that righteousness
which he acts, because the very righteousness of Christ itself, is
indeed the righteousness of a believer; for he is, "The Lord our
righteousness," as you have heard. As he was made sin by
imputation, so we are made the righteousness of God in him; that is,
Christ's righteousness is as much become our's,as our sins became
Christ's: and as Christ bore the whole fruit of our sins, by being
made sin for us, so we enjoy the whole fruit of Christ's
righteousness, by being made righteous in him; therefore, I say, not
simply no righteousness of a believer, but none which he himself
acts, hath the least force in plea, to prevail for the discharge of sin.
There is no divine rhetoric, or omnipotent excellency in any
righteousness whatsoever, which a believer can put up unto God; it
is not your turning from your evil ways, your repentance, though
never so cordial and large, nor your departing from iniquity, or your
doing good, hath the least force of plea with the Father, to prevail
with him, for your discharge; or to move him to give the sentence
upon you, that you are discharged. No righteousness, 1 say,
whatsoever you can do; for the best righteousness that ever man did
perform, Christ only excepted, hat more in it to make against him,
than for him to obtain a sentence of discharge; and my reason is this,
in the best righteousness of man, in turning from sin, repenting, or
mourning, or whatever else there is to be thought of, there
abundance of sin, even in the very best actions that are performed;
and where there is, there is a plea against the person; so that if you
bring that righteousness to plead with God, to prevail with him, you
bring that, which may be rejected against you, and may prove a
strong plea, or mar the cause that is in hand. I beseech you, beloved,
observe the apostle, Rom. vii.18--22, 23. where, I think, I shall meet
with those things, which most people in ignorance commonly make
their chiefest plea, whereon they build their whole comforts, as if all
were between God and them thereby; yet, you will there find, how
the apostle, though qualified as he was, both renounces any such
plea, and also betakes himself to that in hand; he saith expressly,
"To will is present with me, but how to perform that which is good, I
find not: I delight in the law of God, in the inner man; but I find a
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and
leading me captive to the law of sin;" out of which, observe, I
beseech you, these particulars.



The apostle, though he said, he fell through infirmity, yet he clearly
perceived his heart was upright towards God; "To will is present
with me; the good that I would do, that do I not; and the evil that I
would not do, that do I." Though he was overtaken, yet his heart was
towards God still: when he did evil, his heart said plainly, it is not
with my consent; when he could not do good, his heart told him, it
was for lack of power, and not because he did not desire it: now,
come to persons that walk exactly, as he did, they are overtaken with
a sin; what is their comfort when they sin? Though I be overtaken,
the frame of my heart is right still, my heart is sincere towards God;
it is directly contrary to my disposition: I do not do that evil I do,
with a full bent of my spirit; and in regard my heart is thus right,
there is comfort in me, though I have sinned: suppose your spirits
were in that frame, the apostle's was in at that time: I ask but this, do
you not draw comfort still from the plea of this disposition your
spirits make? When you have committed a sin, do you not fetch
comfort from thence? Ask your hearts, and they will answer, yea,
we have done so. I beseech you, consider it well, when the apostle
had urged the case thus, what was the final conclusion, and the sole
refuge that he flies unto, or the plea that he would trust unto, for his
deliverance and comfort? He doth not say in the conclusion," I thank
God, to will is present with me;" I thank God, my heart is in a good
frame and temper, though I was overtaken; I say, Paul doth not
make use of this plea, but he betakes himself to this; "I thank God,
through Jesus Christ; and there is no condemnation to them that are
in Christ; and it is the law of the spirit of life that is in Christ, has
freed me from the law of sin and death." So that the whole refuge of
the apostle, was not any inward disposition, as if he could plead out
comfort unto himself therefore; but the plea was without himself,
even in Christ, therefore he gives thanks unto him for deliverance:
so in Philip. iii. 5—9. he pleads the same thing there, as he did here;
namely, that it is not any righteousness that he can reach unto, he
dare venture the plea, or his own comfort upon: first, he tells us, that
"touching the righteousness of the law, he was blameless:" this was
before his conversion, you say: it is true; but after his conversion, he
tells us also of a righteousness he had then; but, beloved, doth Paul
put out his own righteousness to plead for him? Doth he expect his
comfort, or the answer of heaven for discharge upon the plea of
that? No, saith he, "I account all things but loss and dung, that I



maybe found in him: not having mine own righteousness which is of
the law, but the righteousness of God, which is by faith in Jesus
Christ."

Surely, beloved, if he had reckoned that his righteousness could
have had any force in plea, he would never have rejected it as dung:
that man that thinks he hath strength in an argument, will not fling it
away, and not make mention of it for the trial of his cause. But this
the apostle did, he accounted his righteousness dung, even after he
was converted; and, in that regard, he durst not be found in it, but
only in the righteousness of God, which is by faith in Christ. He
doth not simply say, he would not be found in the righteousness of
the law, but exclusively he would not be found in his own
righteousness; so that he bars it quite out, there shall be no plea at all
go along through it; the righteousness of Christ shall be his plea, or
else he would look for no good issue at all: this, beloved, is the way.

You may easily perceive how mightily people are mistaken, and,
therefore, no marvel they live so uncomfortably; that they are in fear
of death, and thereby in bondage all their life long, while they run
for the refreshment of their spirits, to their own righteousness, to the
plea of their own works, and will have their hearts eased upon that
that they themselves do; whereas, nothing gets a gracious discharge
from their Father, but only Christ, and his righteousness. Therefore,
beloved, however it may, with some, be a harsh thing, to take men
off from their own righteousness, in respect of speaking comfort
unto them, and to lead them to the righteousness of Christ revealed
in the gospel, as that from which they may draw all their comfort:
though this may sound harsh to some people, that have not been
trained up in the way of grace of God, and in the freeness of it,
revealed the gospel; yet, I doubt not, but in time, the Lord will be
pleased to reveal to us, that running to Christ out of ourselves, and
disclaiming our own righteousness and comfort from it: that leaving
our own actions, and all that can be imagined to be in us, or can be
done by us, will be the thing that in the end, will establish our own
hearts and spirits, yea, and "fill them with joy and peace in
believing."

It remains, that we should consider one thing, that I know startles
some, or, at least, lays blocks in their way, before I can possibly
come unto the righteousness of Christ itself, that makes up the



strength of plea with God for poor sinners.

Some will object, though all that we do of our own will not hold
plea; yet there is a righteousness of faith that pleads with the Father,
and gets the discharge of sin from him: beloved, there is some
dispute about this point, and I shall not desire to enter into it; only,
in a few words, endeavour to clear up the truth, that [ may go on.

I answer, in general, so far as the righteousness of faith is the
righteousness of Christ, there is strength in the plea; but this must be
considered merely as it is Christ alone, and not as it is any
righteousness of faith itself. If any strength of faith be brought in as
concurrent to that righteousness that pleads out the discharge of a
sinner, over and above what is simply and only Christ's own; I say, it
is not to be pleaded, nor hath power, or force, in plea, at all. I shall
give two or three passages: it is true, the apostle in Rom. x. 8. tells
us, "The righteousness of faith speaks on this wise;" importing, what
indeed before was called the righteousness of God himself, they
submitted not to; but, beloved, I take it, the righteousness here, is
called the righteousness of faith, as faith is the hand that closes with
the righteousness of God; not as if this righteousness were properly,
but faith merely objective, as we say; as it lays hold upon that
righteousness which is only Christ the object thereof. Rom. i. 16. the
apostle saith, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the
power of God to salvation to every one that believeth."

Mark it well, here is the power of God to salvation revealed; in what
is the power of God to salvation? It is in the gospel, of which he was
not ashamed; so that though the power of God to salvation, is to
every one that believeth, that is not in believing, but in the gospel.
And what is the gospel there? Certainly not faith, but the object of it;
for it is said to be revealed from faith to faith. Luke ii. 10. you will
see plainly what the gospel of Christ is: an angel can down from
heaven to the shepherds, and speaks thus: "Behold, I bring you glad
tidings," that is, I evangelize, so the word is in the original; "I bring
you glad tidings of exceeding great joy; for unto you is born this day
in the city of David, a Saviour, that is Christ, the Lord." The word
gospel, in Romans, is the very same word drawn from Luke; it is as
much as to say, the gospel is glad tidings of great joy; and what are
these glad tidings?" "A Savior, born unto you." So Christ, a Saviour,
born to men, is the gospel; and, saith the apostle, "I am not ashamed



of it;" that is, I am not ashamed of Christ, born a Saviour, for this
reason; Christ "is the power of God to salvation to every one that
believeth." In I Peter i. 5. the apostle tells us, "We are kept by the
power of God, through faith, unto salvation:" where it is plainly
imported, that faith unto salvation, is but a mere channel through
which the righteousness of Christ runs; not communicating any
righteousness itself, by which a man may stand righteous before
God, or have a discharge by, the Lord, or from him. This I would
fain know, beloved, in every, or in any act of believing, is that
absolutely perfect and compleat, without any defect or weakness?
or, is there some imperfection? There is some, you will say. If then,
this I would fain know, how that thing, that hath imperfection,
unrighteousness in itself, can constitute a person, by itself,
righteous: can faith, chargeable with unrighteousness, make a
person, righteous in himself, stand righteous before God? The
apostle, in Heb. vii. 26. telling us of Christ, saith, "It behoveth us to
have such an high priest, harmless, holy, undefiled, and separate
from sinners. If Christ himself had had sinfulness with his
righteousness, that very righteousness of Christ itself, would not
have served the turn; and, therefore; it behoved him to be holy,
harmless, and undefiled, and without offence. Beloved, Christ
himself could not constitute us righteous before the Father, if he
himself had not been holy; and without sin; and can it be imagined,
that faith, that hath unrighteousness in it, can make as righteous?
This is the sum of that 1 shall speak at this time. I hope, the things I
have spoken will not be offensive to any; for I desire freely, that
this, and all that I have, or shall deliver unto you, may be received as
they agree with the light of the gospel; that is to be the rule to
measure all truths by; and the rest, that remains, I shall come to the
next day.



SERMON XXXVIII

THE ACT OF BELIEVING IS NOT OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

1JOHNIi. 1, 2.

"My little children, these things I write unto you, that you sin
not: and if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our
sins," &c.

WE have observed already, from the connection of both verses
together, (the latter containing an argument in it, to enforce a charge
in the former) that the making known of this discharge from sin,
before sin be committed, is so far from opening a gap unto
licentiousness, that it is one of the best means to restrain men from
it. Then we came to consider the argument, and, in it, the matter and
force of it. The argument to prevail with men not to sin, is, "That if
any man sin, he hath an advocate with the Father."

We have considered what this advocateship is, and shewed it is a
plea grounded upon justice; and for whose cause it is it is the cause
of believers, even when they sin; and not only of present believers,
but of the elect, though not yet believers, which yet in time shall be.
We came also to consider how Christ, this advocate, is qualified for
this, office. His qualifications are intimated in the three titles
attributed unto him. 1. He is Christ; that imports a lawful call, and a
sufficient furnishing him with skill to plead. 2. He is Jesus,
importing the efficacy of his plea; he pleads so that he saves his
people from their sins; he carries the cause. 3. Another qualification
for this office is imported in the attribute of righteousness; "Jesus
Christ the righteous;" and that contains in it the strength of his plea
whereby he attains to the salvation of those whose cause he pleads.
Concerning this last attribute we have observed, that the
righteousness of Christ contains in it the strength of his plea, as
advocate, whereby he becomes the propitiation for the sins of his
clients; I say, the strength of his plea lies in this, that he is "Jesus'



Christ the righteous;" we have therefore proposed to be considered,
how clear the scripture is in this truth, that it is his righteousness that
carries the cause of a poor believer when he hath sinned, and gets
the discharge for his sin after it is committed; I can. not insist upon
the scriptures mentioned, they are very plentiful. We came further to
consider, what this righteousness of his is, that hath such a strength
of.plea in it; the resolution of this I distributed into two heads, 1.
Negative. 2. Affirmative.

1. The righteousness which carries away the cause, and obtains the
discharge of a believer's sin, is no righteousness of his own, no not
so much as the righteousness of faith, as it is our act of believing.
Here we left the last day. I will give you a touch of the
impossibillity, that faith should so plead for the discharge from sin,
in its own name or strength, as to carry the cause on the side of this
person sinning. It is true, the apostle speaks of the righteousness of
faith, Rom. x. 6. a righteousness of faith there is, indeed; but that
which is here ascribed unto faith, is afterwards appropriated to the
word; that is, unto the gospel, which is the righteousness of faith that
speaks on this wise; "Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend up
into heaven? that is, to bring Christ from thence; or who shall
decend into the deep?" But what saith it? "The word is nigh thee, in
thy heart, and in thy mouth," That is, the word of faith, and so not
the righteousness of a man's own act of believing. I cannot dwell
upon what I have delivered.

Therefore some things briefly to be considered: even about our
believing, as. it hath a stroke in discharge from sin, or the pardon of
sin. The truth is, beloved, some hand faith hath in this business; but
it is not any righteousness, in the act of believing, that comes any
stroke in it. If you will consider it well, you shall easily see, there is
no more righteousness in our believing, as we act it, than there is in
any other gracious act whatsoever we do; than is in our love of God;
nay more, there is as much sin in our act of believing, as in our other
acts. There is no man under heaven hath attained unto that height of
believing, or strength of faith, but there is still something wanting,
some imperfection and sin in it and as there is weakness and
imperfection in believing, so it is not possible that this should give
forth such a righteousness, as to constitute a person, who is
unrighteous in himself, to be righteous before God. That which



cannot set itself, complete and righteous before God, can never set
another righteous before him, Faith must be first just itself, or else it
is not possible it should ever, by the righteousness of its own act,
justify another. Beloved, whatever the scriptures speak concerning
faith justifying, it must of necessity be understood objectively, or
declaratively: either faith is said to be our righteousness, in respect
of Christ; only, who is believed on; and so it is not the righteousness
of his own act of believing, but the righteousness of him that is
apprehended by that act or else you must understand it declaratively,
that is, whereas all our righteousness, and discharge from sin,
flowing only from Christ alone, is an hidden, thing; that which in
itself is hid to men becomes evident by believing; and as faith makes
the righteousness of Christ evident to the believer, so it is said to
justify by its own act, declaratively, and no otherwise. And whereas
in Rom. v. 1. the apostle saith, "being justified by faith , we have
peace with God." In chap. viii. 33. he saith," It is God that
justifieth." Now, I beseech you, compare these texts together; then
tell me, whether the act of believing, except it hath reference to the
object, which is Christ, of itself justifies, or how else these two
places can be reconciled: it is God that justifieth, and it is faith that
justifieth; faith is not God, neither is God faith. If therefore, it be
faith, in respect of its own act, that justifieth, it is not God that
justifieth us; and, if it be God that justifieth, then it is not faith, in
respect of its own act; how will you reconcile it? When therefore the
Holy Ghost speaks of faith justifying, it speaks of it as laying hold
upon God for our justification; and therefore, though faith here
appears as that which lays hold upon the righteousness of God, yet it
cannot be said to be that righteousness that justifies us.

But some will say, it is not to be understood as if faith had any
innate power of its own, to procure the discharge from sin; but it is
to be understood as the instrumental cause, that says hold upon that
justification; and so it goes before the justification of a person, and it
is to be understood no otherwise."

I shall desire to keep in the plain path for the clearing up of this
truth, and so far as possible may be: I abhor to walk in the clouds, in
a truth that so highly concerns the comfort, and establishing the
conscience and spirits of men; and therefore, I say, that faith, as it
lays hold upon the righteousness of Christ, doth not bring this



righteousness of Christ to the soul, but only declares the presence of
it in the soul that was there, even before faith. I beseech you, mark
me well; I know, beloved, I have many very catching ears about me;
I speak it the rather, that there may be the more wariness, because
there are frequent misunderstandings of the things I deliver,
especially, by those that come to catch. I say again, there is no
person under heaven, reconciled unto God, justified by him through
the righteousness of Christ, but he is justified and reconciled before
he believes. And therefore faith is not the instrument radically to
unite Christ and the soul together; but rather is the fruit that follows
and flows from Christ, the root, being united before-hand to the
persons that believe; so that the efficacy and power of believing, is
to be instrumental for the declaration of an act that was done before,
only it was hid. For the clearing.this, beloved, consider that
expression, Heb. xi. 1. "Faith, (saith the apostle) is the substance of
things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen." Here he doth
not give any efficacy to faith, to procure or bring forth a new.thing;
but he gives to faith only an evidencing power, and that not to
evidence any new thing, but to be an evidence of things not seen;
that is, of things that were before in being, but were hid; but by faith
come to be apparent, and cease to be hid, when the evidence of faith
brings them forth to light: either you must say it is not in being till
faith is come, and so it doth more than evidence, even beget, and
give being to the very thing, or you must confess the thing indeed
was; but faith makes it evident that before was hid and obscure.
Now, though faith be honoured with the greatest business of all the
gifts of the Spirit of God; yet that Christ may not be robbed of that
which is peculiar unto him, and properly his own, that is, to give
complete being to our justification, and be given unto faith itself; I
say, give me leave to propose to you some particulars, wherein it is
as clear as the day-light, that it is impossible for any person to
believe, till such time as he be first united unto Christ, and become
one with him; and that faith, being but a fruit that flows frown our
union with him, is not the uniter that knits Christ and a person
together; I shall not need insist upon that place I have often made
mention of, Ezek. vi. 7, 8. the time when God. fastened his love
upon the church, was the time of blood: "When I saw thee polluted
in thy blood, I said unto thee, live. Thy time was the time of love;"
that is, the time of thy blood, that he spake of before, was the time of



love; "And I spread my skirt over thee, and I sware unto thee, and
entered into covenant with thee, and thou becamest mine; then
washed I thee with water, yea, I thoroughly washed thee from thy
blood." Here is, first, loving and spreading the skirt over the church
before it is washed; not, first washing, and then loving and spreading
the skirt over them; but after that comes washing, and thoroughly
washing from blood. If any man think that this washing is to be
understood of sanctification; consider whether or no there be a
thorough washing from blood, as that the person so washed is
presently all fair; or, as the prophet speaks, expressly in that chapter,
"complete in beauty;" that is, perfect, and that through his
comeliness put upon him.

But, consider, I beseech you, beloved, that expression Isaiah xliii.
22, 23. the Lord there is pleased to declare himself concerning his
people, in what a condition they were; "Thou hast not called upon
me, but thou hast been weary of me: yea, thou hast wearied me with
thy sins, and thou hast made me to serve with thy transgressions,"
saith the Lord. And mark what follows; "I, even I, am he, that
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not
remember thy sins:" here the people, whose sins God blotted out, are
not considered as believing; but as a people that wearied God with
their sins, and made him to serve with their transgressions: they are
considered as a people that had not so much as an heart to call upon
God, but were quite weary of him; and even while he considers them
thus, even then, he, for his own sake, blots out their transgressions.

And, in Isaiah liii. 6. whereof I spake so largely heretofore, you shall
see plainly, there is nothing but sin considered in the person, whose
iniquities the Lord laid upon Christ? "All we, like sheep, have gone
astray, we have turned every one to his own way, and he hath laid
on him the iniquity of us all." Here is not a consideration of people
as believing, as though there must be that, before there can be a
discharge from sin: but of people before they are believing, even
while they are going astray, and turning every one to their own way.
But the most notable expression to this purpose, is John xv. 4, 5. I
desire you to seriously consider the strength of Christ's plea in that
place; comparing himself, in ver. 1 he saith," I am the vine, and my
Father is the husbandman:" but the main thing, to be observed, is
this; "Abide in me, as the branch abideth in the vine; for, as the



branch that abideth not in the vine, cannot bring forth fruit, no more
can ye, except ye abide in me." Out of which passage, I shall
observe briefly these particulars; wherein, I hope, it will be clear,
and plain unto you, that it is impossible a person should believe, till
Christ hath united himself to him.

I know, beloved, there is none, or at least, I cannot meet with any
yet, that will deny, but that faith is a fruit of the branch that groweth
upon the vine; that is, one of the fruits of the Spirit, that are wrought
by the Spirit of Christ, in those that are his: Gal. v. 22. the apostle
reckons up the fruits of the Spirit, and he takes up faith for one. If,
therefore, believing be a fruit that persons bear, by virtue of union to
the vine Christ, then, it must needs follow, they must first be in him,
and then believe; for, if persons believe before they are united, and
their union be by a faith that they act, then the branch must bear this
fruit before it be in the vine, before there be union; and, if faith be
the uniter, it is present before the union be made; and so the branch
bears fruit before it abides in the vine, contrary to Christ's words: for
it is affirmed, that it is faith that makes the union, and therefore
cannot be a fruit of it.

Beloved, this I would fain know, is faith the gift of Christ, or no? Is
it Christ that works faith in those that believe in him, or no? The
apostle, Heb. xii. 2. saith expressly, that Christ is the author of our
faith. Is he the author of faith, and yet is that faith the author of our
union unto him? Can a father beget a child, and yet this child beget
his own father? Doth Christ beget faith in us by virtue of our being
united unto him? and shall this faith beget that union of which it was
but a fruit? From whence shall persons that believe, before they are
united unto Christ, receive this faith of their's? They are not yet
united unto Christ, and therefore it cannot come from him, for we
can have nothing of him but by virtue of union; and then it proceeds
not from the Spirit of Christ neither, for we partake of that only by
virtue of union with him too; from whence should it come then? If
you have it not from him, by virtue of union, it is not from the vine
that his person is incorporated into already, because there must be
union before there can be communion; all communion with Christ,
all participating of any thing, proceeds from the union persons first
have with him; he is the root, and as the branch is incorporated into
the body and root, so sap and influence is communicated and



floweth out into the branch from the root. But this, you will say, is
but a parabolical expression, and parables prove nothing.

I answer, whereas Christ is pleased to apply the parable, his
application of it hath as full a proof in itself, as any scripture
whatsoever. Now, in this place, Christ makes exact application of it
himself, to the purpose we now speak; "As the branch cannot bring
forth fruit, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye
abide in me: am the vine, ye are the branches," &c. Ye cannot bring
forth fruit, except ye abide in the vine; and do you abide in it, when
you are not united unto Christ? no man can say it. Can you bring
forth fruit before you are in the vine? Can you believe before you
are in Christ? Beloved, it is as great an absurdity to say you can, as
to say, a branch can bring forth fruit without a root. So that, loved,
you must hold this for an undeniable truth, you cannot bring forth
fruit, except you abide in the vine. I can bring many other passages
for the further proof of this thing, but this will suffice.

Mistake me not, I do not any way aim at any derogation to
believing; but my desire is, that it might have its proper office, and
not encroach upon the office of Christ. himself. It is the Lord
himself, of his own mere grace, without respect to anything in men,
that makes him give his Son Christ unto persons, that he might be
the justification of them. Isa. xlii. 6. you see expressly, Christ is
given as a covenant by the Father, before ever men have eyes to see,
or faith to behold Christ; "I will give thee for a covenant to the
people, to open the blind eyes." He himself, as the covenant, and as
given, must open the blind eyes, or else they shall never be opened.
We must not have our eyes opened, and then have Christ given to
us; but he is first given, and then our eyes are opened. We must not
believe, that so we may be in covenant with Christ; but we must first
be in covenant with him, and then believing must follow as the fruit
of it. If we have faith before we be united unto Christ, or our eyes be
opened before Christ be given to be the covenant, then he is
anticipated; for, whereas he comes of purpose to open the blind
eyes, and is given for this very thing; this work is done before he
comes: and so his coming, and the end of it, are frustrated and in
vain. In brief, suppose that our faith acts towards the discharge of
our transgressions; then it must follow, it is not only the
righteousness of Christ that pleads, by way of advocateship, with the



Father for it. If thou comest to the Lord, and plead out that for
thyself by virtue of thy faith, which his righteousness alone was
appointed to do; and dost not wholly cast thyself upon that, as that
which will bear thee out in all thy approaches to God; but join thy
faith withal in the manner I have spoken, and say, in thy heart, I
believe, and in that plead thy discharge; if you put this into your plea
for the discharge of sin, Christ is not your sole advocate, but your
faith also concurs with him in this office of advocateship, and so you
make it your Saviour; what can be more dishonorable and more
derogatory unto this glorious office of his? For, if we must believe
before God will justify us; then the simple and only plea of Christ's
righteousness, is not all-sufficient for God to pardon, or to discharge
sin: for, suppose I have not yet believed, the righteousness of Christ
it seems hath not strength enough, till my believing come in, and
join with that righteousness; but it is only the righteousness of
Christ, that pleads out the justification of a person, and not the
concurrence of our believing: our believing, I confess, gives
comfortable testimony, that God hath freely justified persons, in and
through the alone righteousness of his Son Christ; it conduces to the
declaration and manifestation of that, which God for Christ's
righteousness sake did; by faith we have evidence of this thing, but
it is not our believing that works the thing itself. Consider,

2. Affirmatively, what this righteousness of his is, that carries the
whole strength of the plea, for the discharge of the people of God
from their sins which they have committed; I say, it is his
righteousness, and his alone. Now, this righteousness is to be
considered in the quality, quantity, and nature of it: concerning the
quality and quantity of it in brief; that righteousness that hath the
strength of plea, for the discharge of the sins of God's own people,
both for quantity and quality, must be so powerful, large and
spacious, that it may serve to cover the whole nakedness of the
person whom it doth concern: this righteousness of his, has so much
spaciousness in it, that it will serve to cover all; as large as the want
1S, so far it can cover. See how the Lord taxes the church of
Laodicea, Rev. iii. 17, 18. "Behold thou sayest thou art rich, and art
full of goods, and hast need of nothing;" well, notwithstanding her
high conceit of herself, that she was rich, yet she was poor, and
naked, and lacked all things; and my counsel is, saith he, "that thou
buy of me gold, that thou mayest be rich, and white raiment, that the



shame of thy nakedness may not appear." Here Christ puts the
church upon the way, by which she may be secured from that he
charges her with poverty, wretchedness, blindness, and nakedness;
the course he puts her upon, is to receive of him gold and white
raiment: it is white, there is the excellent purity of it; and so large
and spacious, that if she should be covered therewith, not a jot of the
shame of her nakedness shall appear. Rev. xix. 8. you see, that this
white raiment is nothing but the righteousness of the saints: "And it
was granted unto her, that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white; which is the righteousness of the saints;" not the
righteousness acted by the saints, but the righteousness of Christ,
imputed to them, and that is the pure, clean, and white linen: so
Ezek. vi. 8. you find this righteousness expressed, by a skirt spread
over a person to cover the shame of his nakedness. The sum is, the
righteousness of Christ is such, that there is a complete fulness in it
to serve for every purpose, to extend itself to the utmost of every
transgression; there is not so large a spreading of sinfulness, but this
righteousness spreads itself perfectly over all, that none of it
appears. But all the difficulty still lies, what righteousness this is of
Christ, that is expressed to be so full, large, and pure? For answer,
there are two distinct natures in Christ; he is perfect God, and
complete man, and answerably, there are two distinct
righteousnesses in Christ: there is the essential righteousness of
Christ, inseparable to his godhead; and there is also the
righteousness of the humanity: now, though it be true, that in respect
of the ineffable union of these two natures, both are inseparable to
the person of Christ; yet it is as true, there is no more confounding
of them, than there is of the natures in the person; but we must
consider as distinctly the one as the other. Now the question lieth
mainly in this, which of them it is, which pleads the discharge of a
sinner, whether the righteousness of God, simply as God, or the
righteousness of the human nature? I answer, it is the righteousness
of Jesus Christ; God simply considered, nor the human nature is
Christ; but it is God and man, ineffably united in one, that makes up
Christ. Accordingly, I say, as Christ consists of God and man
jointly, so the righteousness that becomes the righteousness of
Christ's people, is the righteousness of both united, and not of each
severally. The simple righteousness of the humanity of Christ alone,
is too short and narrow to cover all the filth of all the sins of all the



members of Christ; the simple essential righteousness of the
Godhead alone, is not communicable to the persons of men; but, it is
a righteousness of God-man that carries the strength of plea for the
discharge of a sinner, and something from both natures must
necessarily concur to the discharge of sin.

The righteousness of the human nature of Christ consists of two
things, 1. Active. 2. Passive obedience: in doing the will of God
commanded, and in suffering the will of God imposed upon him;
this, I say, is the righteousness of his human nature. God, as he is
simply considered, is not capable of either of these righteousnesses;
he is not capable of obedience, because there is no supreme above
him, to whom he should yield it, nor of passion, he is not subject to
suffer: therefore this obedience, and suffering, are properly the
actions and passions of the human nature; yet both concur
necessarily toward the discharge of a believer from sin: his active
obedience in doing, his passive obedience in suffering, the will of
God. Compare these things together, as they stand in Rom. v. 18, 19.
you will perceive, that the obedience, the doing of the will of God, is
one branch of righteousness requisite in Christ towards the discharge
of .persons from their sins;" As by the offence of one man, judgment
came upon all men to condemnation, (saith the apostle) so by the
righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all to justification of
life;" here is a comparison, or rather an opposition, set between
Adam's offence, and Christ's righteousness; as the one brought
judgment, so the other brings justification and life to men; yea, but
what is that righteousness, that is there spoken of, you say? the
apostle tells you plainly: "For, as by one man's disobedience, many
were made sinners, so, by the obedience of one, many are made
righteous." Observe it well, we are made righteous; how? by the
obedience of one; that one is Christ. Well, but what is this
obedience? It is an obedience set up in opposition to Adam's
disobedience. What was Adam's disobedience? the breach of the
law. What must Christ's obedience be then, but the fulfilling of it?
So it must be certainly true, it is directly against the gospel of Christ,
to exclude the active obedience of Christ, from power and share to
plead out the cause of those that believe; I say, the active obedience
of Christ comes in to make the plea for this discharge; and, as the
active, so likewise the passive obedience of Christ; the scripture is
more full in this, than in the other, because it is the complement of



all, the last thing Christ went through for the discharge of the sins of
men you shall see there is no fruit that illustrates the discharge of a
person from sin hence it is appropriated unto Christ's sufferings. If
you speak of reconciliation, which consists of God's acceptance of
persons, and his agreeing with them in the death of all controversy,
between him and them; for that is reconciliation, when persons, that
were at variance, are now made friends, and all things that were
objected between them are answered, and no more for one to say
against another; I say, if you speak of this reconciliation to God, it is
appropriated to the blood of Christ; as Rom. v. 10. "If, when we
were enemies, we were reconciled to God, by the death of his Son;
how much more, being reconciled, shall we be saved by his life?" So
that reconciliation is attributed unto the death of Christ; that was the
last act of the Son of God for man. Again, "You, who were afar off,
are made nigh by the blood of Christ." Here you see the same thing
in substance, given unto the blood of Christ, though in other words:
men that were afar off, that God was at controversy with, who were
at great distance from him, by the blood of Christ are made nigh
again. So likewise, the satisfaction that God takes for the discharge
of sin which he hath acknowledged, is said to be the travail of the
soul of Christ: "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and be
satisfied." The apostle speaks in general, in his epistle to the
Hebrews; without blood there is no remission of sins; "Christ
entered with his blood once, into the holy of holies; and thereby he
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Infinite it were to
quote scripture for the illustration of this, that to the sufferings of
Christ, (which are indeed all summed up in the shedding of his
blood, because that was the last, and chief of all) all blessings are
attributed, as reconciliation, adoption, &c.

Again, beloved, though it be most true, that the active and passive
obedience of Christ's human nature must concur, to make up a
righteousness, yet these together, are not enough, there must be
something more. That is strange, will some say; what can there be
more required, than the active and passive obedience of Christ, to
make up the righteousness of a person? Is not that sufficient? Let me
tell you, beloved, what the Holy Ghost speaks of the righteousness
whereby we come to be righteous and discharged from sin; he
speaks in a higher strain than to appropriate it to the active and
passive obedience of Christ's human nature only. Rom. x. 3. when



the apostle taxeth the Jews for going about to establish their own
righteousness, he taxeth them also with this, that "they did not
submit themselves to the righteousness of God:" in 2. Cor. v. 21.
"He was made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him." I say therefore, beloved, that the righteousness by
which we attain to our discharge from sin, and the pleading out that,
is the righteousness of God. The righteousness that gives the full
discharge to persons from sin, must have something that is proper to
God himself, added to the human righteousness of Christ, as giving
dignity to it; I say, something proper to God, that must concur with
the active and passive obedience of Christ, to make up a complete
righteousness for the discharge of a sinner. It is a known rule,
nothing can give more than it hath itself; the active and passive
human obedience of Christ can give no more than it hath in itself.
Now, man considered as a sinner, hath need of more than barely the
human active and passive obedience of Christ, to make him
righteous; the sin that man commits, hath its extent according to the
dignity of the person against whom it is committed. You know,
beloved, that crimes against magistrates, have a deeper tincture in
them than ordinary ones: the self-same offence committed against a
prince, and against an inferior person, hath its additions of extent
and heinousness, according to the person of the prince offended.
Now, sin is committed against an infinite majesty, an infinite God,
and so hath a more deepness of tincture and filthiness, in proportion
to the injury done to such majesty; in that respect, sin indeed
becomes an infinite crime; for, still according to the injury done, in
respect of the person injured, so is the offence; you know the
difference in slanders: slander a poor man, and, it may be, the action
will not bear above ten pounds for it; but slander a rich merchant,
whose credit goes far, there men lay an action of a thousand pounds
for the slander of such a man, in regard of his degree; he being
greater, and his credit of greater value, the offence in taking away
his credit is so much the more heinous. Now, by how much God is
greater than man, by so much is the heinousness of transgression,
committed against God, beyond all other transgressions whatsoever.
Now, beloved, that righteousness that must save a person harmless,
must have an extent in it, that may reach as far as the transgression.
Take into your consideration the transgression committed against
divine majesty; take the active and passive obedience of Christ, as it



is acted by his human nature only, it is but a created finite thing; it
cannot extend to such a height, as to answer in proportion to the
offence of the divine majesty.

Beloved, let it not seem strange, that the very Godhead itself must
confer something of its own, to the active and passive righteousness
of Christ, to make it complete. The divine nature gives value and
virtue to the obedience and sufferings of the human nature; it adds
so much, as to raise up that created obedience to an infinite value
and height of worth. All that I contend for, is but this very thing;
namely, that the divine nature must give worth, and that simply the
active and passive obedience of tire human nature of Christ is not
sufficient of itself, without something of God's own be
communicated into it, to discharge a believer from an infinite fault
or guilt.

this, that he gives value to the human righteousness) and how he
communicates it, is a secret we know not; but this we are sure of, we
are made the righteousness of God in Christ; and that righteousness
of God, is the righteousness by which we come to have our
discharge from sin. The apostle tells us, Col. ii. 9, 10. "In him,
(speaking of Christ) dwells the fulness of the Godhead bodily; and
we are complete in him:" the fulness of the Godhead dwells in
Christ, and we are complete in that; our completeness consists in,
and springs from the fulness of the Godhead in Christ, as from its
fountain: there is certainly something in it Worth our observation,
that the Holy Ghost should take notice of a fulness of the Godhead
in Christ, before he speaks of a completeness which we have in him.
Surely, it imports, that Christ communicates something that is God's
own unto us; and yet this will not import any essential thing that is
wrought in our persons; as if Christ did substantially change our
natures into God's nature, or his unto our's, which were a gross
absurdity. But there is a communication of an infinite value and
virtue to the active and passive obedience of Christ: for the
righteousness that becomes our's, by which we stand complete with
God, must have so much value, as I said, as may stand in proportion
to the breach of the law of God: now, if there be but a righteousness
of Christ's human nature, consisting in his active conformity to the
law, and suffering for the breach of it, and we to stand in this
righteousness, this will not make us complete: for, mark, he that is



complete, by the righteousness of Christ. it must serve for every
purpose whatsoever; if there should be some defect which that, as it
is acted by him in his human nature, doth not make up, we could not
be complete by it; although that, even as it is human, is absolutely
complete in its kind, and without defect, This righteousness of a
man, consists in a conformity to the will of God revealed, and that in
all relations whatsoever, and in all actions of those relations.
Suppose a magistrate, (besides his common duties he is to perform,
as he is a man, or a christian) he must perform the duties of his
public relation, he must do justice in judgment, and the like.

Now, suppose He should be exact in all the common duties, as he is
a christian, and should still fail in the duties of this public relation,
he is not completely righteous, because there is a want of a
magistrate's righteousness.

Now, what is it that makes this man complete in Christ? it must be
the filling up that which is empty in him; there must be that found in
Christ's, righteousness, that may fill up this defect, or there cannot
be completeness in him: so likewise, if a father, or a mother, fail in
the duties of their relation, they must go to Christ for a
righteousness, to supply this, and all other defects. Now, where wilt
you find it in Christ? He never was a father, nor a mother; he never
performed these several offices requisite to the several relations; he
never brought up children; never was a magistrate.

When a father fails in the duties of his relation, where can he find
out a righteousness fit for him to make it up in Christ?

Now, therefore, the divine nature either must add some eminency of
worth, that must serve in the stead thereof, unto that, which his
active and passive obedience, as human, did not particularly effect;
or else there cannot be a complete righteousness given by Christ
unto him; and therefore, whereas it is objected against the active
obedience of Christ; forasmuch, as it doth not serve for us, in regard,
it is not every way answerable unto the unrighteousness done by
man, therefore there must come a righteousness of faith instead of
that.

I say, the remedy is worse than the disease, and my ground is this; if
Christ's active obedience, through non-performance of some
particulars required of us, be not a complete righteousness for every



circumstance required; much less faith, wherein, as acted by us,
there is both omission of good and commission of evil, which
simply is sin; whereas the active obedience of Christ could not be
charged with the least sin in any kind; I say, much less can faith fill
up this emptiness, being itself sinful; seeing the active obedience of
Christ, being free from the least spot of sin, only through non-
performance of these several duties of these several relations, and
being but a created righteousness, could not fill it up; and therefore,
I collect from hence, rather that a supply here, from the dignity of
the Godhead, which could not be in the active and passive obedience
of Christ; and this shall be in the stead of every particular
circumstance, which ought to have been in the perfect
accomplishment thereof. So that though we fail in our relations, as
of fathers, mothers, and magistrates, and the active obedience of
Christ hath not these particulars in it; yet, this is supplied by the
eminency of worth of the person, being God himself; and it cannot
possibly be any otherwise supplied, but by the giving such infinite
value and virtue to that which Christ did; that though he did not
every particular circumstance which is wanting in us, yet
notwithstanding, it amounts in value to all particulars which we
should have done.

Now, it remaineth that we should only consider wherein the strength
of the plea of that righteousness consists; we have considered what
that righteousness is; namely, the active and passive obedience of
Christ, made of infinite value, by a supply of worth from the dignity
of the person superadded thereunto; we should now, I say, have
considered wherein the strength of the plea of that righteousness
doth consist.

There are but two ways by which persons may be acquitted in
judgment, being charged with any crime; either by pleading and
proving not guilty, or by pleading and proving full satisfaction
made, though there be guilt; either of these are enough to plead out a
full discharge.

As for the first way of plea, Christ manages it not, that is, he doth
not plead non factum; Christ acknowledges this and that person did
commit such and such transgression. It is true, this he doth not deny;
but the strength of the plea of Christ consists in the latter, that
though the fact be done, yet he, by virtue of this righteousness,



pleads out a satisfaction, and by virtue of that, pleads out a full
discharge for those that are his members.



SERMON XXXIX.
FAITH, THE FRUIT OF UNION.
1JOHNIi. 1, 2.

"We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins," &c.

YOU have heard from these words; first, an argument to prevail
with the people of God to abstain from sinning: "My little children, I
write these things to you that you sin not." This is urged as an
argument to persuade them, namely, "We have an advocate with the
Father." We have considered already the force of this argument, and
the nature of it. 1. We have considered what the advocateship of
Christ is, namely, to plead for his people's discharge according to the
rules of justice and equity. 2. Whose cause it is that Christ pleads. 3.
How Christ is qualified for this office of advocateship: he is Christ
that is called of God, and furnished by the Lord unto it: and he is
Jesus Christ, an effectual and prevailing advocate, that saves every
client harmless, whose cause he pleads; Jesus is as much as a
Saviour of his people from their sins.

We have considered further, that Christ is qualified with
righteousness; and herein also the strength of the plea of Christ, or
the argument of it; he pleads discharge from sin by virtue of his own
righteousness. Now, because this discharge depends upon this
righteousness of his; we posed to your consideration what this is that
hath such strength of plea, as to obtain discharge from sin to the
members of Christ, after they have committed sin; 1. Negatively. 2.
Affirmatively. The righteousness that obtains discharge from sin, is
no righteousness of our own; nothing we do hath prevalency in the
court of heaven with God for our discharge; not our tears, prayers,
or fastings, but the "righteousness of Christ only. By the way, a
word or two, before I go on; let none think that denying efficacy
unto our performances, for the procuring of our discharge from sin,
takes away, or eclipses these performances, which are the things
God himself calleth for at our hand. I am not ignorant, what an



aspersion is rather by men collected, than what can be justly raised
out of what I have delivered; as if there should be a slighting and a
derogating from the performances that are the business of a
christian's conversation; as if denying efficacy to prevail for
discharge, should be the overthrowing of these performances in
God's people. You know what is said of fire, "It is a good servant,
but a bad master," useful in the hearth, dangerous in the top of a
house; I say, the like of all performances whatsoever; keep them
within their due bounds, they are for excellent uses; let them break
out of their bounds, and they are dangerous: rivers are useful, but
when they overflow their banks they drown all; they are good
creatures within the banks, and water is useful and necessary for
many purposes, but nothing more dangerous and destructive when it
riseth too high. Exalt performances once into the throne of Christ;
give them his peculiar privileges, and they deny him; keep them in
subordination to Christ, they are useful in their kind: prayer, fasting,
circumspect walking, and holiness of conversation, so far as they are
kept within these bounds; namely, the glorifying of God, the
manifestation of thankfulness, and our due obedience to Divine
Majesty, doing good to others, and as they are looked upon as the
ordinances of God, in the performances of which the Lord will be
graciously pleased to meet with his people, and in them make good
to them things that are freely given by him before in Christ; so far
they are exceeding useful for instance, God calls forth unto, prayer
and fasting; what is the encouragement of men to perform these
services? not a prevalency that these themselves have with God, but
because he hath promised, that when his people call he will answer:
so for the promise-sake, we are encouraged in expectation that the
Lord will be as good as his word, "These things will I do, (saith the
Lord) yet for all this I will be enquired of by the house of Israel."
Observe it well, and in it you see the usefulness in seeking God, in
any way that he will be sought in; he saith, "These things will I do;"
he hath bound himself, he cannot alter it, the word is gone out of his
mouth; the thing shall come to pass, he will make that good for his
own sake; "And I will be sought unto by the house of Israel; I will
do it, you shall seek me; and when you seek me, I will make it
good." So when we come to the ordinances, we look to what God
hath promised, and engaged himself to make good to us; and when
we are in ordinances, our eye is, or ought to be, upon the promises;



not upon our own performances, and the ordinances, as if these were
our qualifications, and doing this or that were the procurers of that
we desire; but the procurer is that which moved the Lord to make a
promise. As not our righteousness, so faith hath not plea in it to
prevail of itself for discharge from sin after commission. Faith
improperly is called the righteousness of God. Rom. x. 16. the
apostle expresseth himself thus; "The righteousness of faith speaks
on this wise," &c. Here, by the "righteousness of faith," cannot be
meant the righteousness of the act of believing, but the righteousness
of Christ believed on.

I came to this assertion, that faith hath not such prevalency of plea to
discharge from sin; nay, not so much as to be an instrument to unite
a soul unto Christ. I desire, beloved, in this case, to be marked and
heeded attentively and spiritually, ingenuously and candidly. The
assertion I delivered was this, and the reason why I deliver it again, I
will tell you by-and-by; there is, I say, not such a thing as an uniting,
cementing, or knitting power in faith, as that it doth, or should
become the instrument to unite a soul unto Christ: for, before
believing, a soul is united unto Christ, and it must be before it doth,
or can believe;*

* The dangerous consequences following the contrary notion
are afterwards observed by the Doctor, but this is condemned
as an error by D. W. in his Gospel Truth, &c. p. 90, 91. but
received and defended by many eminent divines; particularly
the learned and judicious Witsius says, "The elect are united
to Christ: 1. In the eternal decree of God. 2. By the union of
the eternal compact. 13. By a true and real union, but what
on their part is only passive; and adds, Since faith is an act
flowing from a principle of spiritual life, it is plain, it may be
said in a sound sense, that an elect man may be truly and
really united to Christ before actual faith." Animada. Iren.
chap. Vi. sec. 1, 2, 3. See more of this in my Doctrine of
Eternal Union, &c. p. 23—44.

I said this of elect persons still, and so carried it along to the end of
the discourse: that an elect person is united unto Christ before he can
believe on him. Something I said before, for the clearing up of this
truth, that a soul must be united unto Christ, by his own power,
before there can be believing on him. But, beloved, whereas we had



thought the truth had been cleared up sufficiently, I have found it
otherwise; I find that many stick and stumble at this assertion; there
must be believing, say some, before there can be union with Christ,
and it is believing itself that makes up the first union with him.

Since the last time I spake unto you, I have received (and, I suppose,
from an ingenuous spirit, for under such a stile it comes) an
objection against this assertion; and, weighing the objection, I find it
of weight enough to require an answer. Besides I find that divers
other persons, exceedingly stick and stumble at it; and, therefore, 1
Shall desire to clear this, both by answering such objections that
may be made against it, as also by letting you see what dangers
necessarily follow upon the contrary. I shall,and do, commend the
candidness and ingenuity of those that seek to be informed in things
they not yet so clearly understand, while they do it with a spirit,
rather seeking satisfaction, than to maintain contention.

The objection proposed is briefly this; Our Saviour very frequently,
in the scripture, holds forth believing, under the notion of coming
unto him. The inference is, coming implies, or supposes, a distance
between the person and Christ till there be coming. The effect seems
to be, that he that comes to another, is at distance from him, till he
be come. The conclusion, is: If believing be a coming to Christ, then
those persons that do thus come.by believing, before their believing,
are at distance from him, and if at distance from him, then there can
be no union between Christ and them, till their coming draws them,
and makes them nearer, and so that unites them. The ground of this
objection is taken out of some portions of scripture; divers are
objected, and one seems to have some strength with it, and that is,
John v. 40. "You will not come to me, that you might have life."
Whence it is inferred, that there is no life till there be coming, and
this coming is believing, and so consequently there can be no union
till there be this believing. The argument, indeed, is laid as strong as
may be, and, peradventure, may seem to bare an undeniable strength
in it. how, I shall endeavour to answer this objection as candidly as
it was made; and, it may be, other objections that may be made, like
unto this, shall be answered in this. And, that you may better
understand the answer, it shall be in two ways: 1. In respect of the
matter of the argument. 2. In respect of the proof of it.

1. In respect of the matter of it: before coming there must be a



distance, and coming is believing; and therefore, before believing,
there must be necessarily a distance, and so consequently no union.
For answer to this, beloved, we are to take into considerations, what
is meant by distance, and then what by coming. If by distance, in
this place, be meant disunion, as it seems it is, (because the thing
urged in the objection is, that there is not a union) then we shall
proceed on accordingly. You know, full well, that coming is but an
allegorical expression; and that all coming will not necessarily infer
a distance before coming; mark the expression, Heb vii. 2.5. "He is
able to save to the utmost all that come to God by him;" here is
mention made of coming to God, and of Christ's ability to save them
that come. Now, consider this; suppose a man hath been a believer
many years, and so as long united unto Christ, whether or no doth
not such a believer still come to God by Jesus Christ? Certainly
men, after they are believers, frequently come unto God; now, doth
coming import a distance before it? then there is a distance, even a
disunion (for such a distance we are speaking of) between Christ and
believers themselves, as oft as ever they come. Observe John xvii.
13. where Christ speaks to the Father himself," And now, Father, I
come to thee;" here Christ comes to the Father. I ask this question,
Was Christ at a distance, or was he disunited from him before he did
come to him? for he saith, "Now I come to thee;" it seems, before
this coming Christ was disunited, if the argument be good, that
where is coming there is a distance, and this coming makes up a
union that was not before. It seems by this there was no union, but a
distance between Christ himself and his Father, till now at this very
time that he comes: but Christ himself, in that same place, testifieth
the contrary, saying, "Thou Father; art in me, and I in thee." In a
word, coming, it seems, must import believing; suppose it be so,
must there be distance, or disunion, always before such coming?
Then consider this, that believers, even to the end of their days, have
occasion, ever and anon, to renew their acts of believing, that is, to
renew their act of coming to Christ; for still, take this along with
you, that coming and believing are all one, for so saith the objector.
Well, be it so, then believers have cause every day and hour to
believe afresh, that is, to renew acts of believing; and is there
distance or disunion before there be such coming? then it must
follow, there must be union and disunion, and union again, and
disunion again, and this as frequent as there is the renewing of the



acts of faith. But some will say, peradventure, the first act of coming
to Christ, or believing, imports disunion; but all after acts do not
import it. To this, I answer, mark where the strength of the argument
lieth, and you will plainly see, there is the very same reason for
after, believing, as there is for the first act of it: the first act of
believing is coming, and are not two, three, or four acts of believing
coming too? What coming is there more in one act than in others? If
this be a general rule, that believing is coming, and coming argues a
distance, and distance must necessarily be before coming; hence it
must follow, that it is no solid argument, persons are disunited, or
not united unto Christ, before the act of believing, because believing
is a coming unto him for, you say, and grant, that there may be, and
often is a coming unto Christ by faith, and yet there may be union
before such coming.

But now, to the texts of scripture; that are brought in for the
confirmation of it: "You will not come to me, that you might have
life. The strength of the argument, it seems, lies in this; there is no
life till there be coming, and coming is for life itself; therefore there
is no union till there be a coming by way of believing. To clear up
the meaning of the Holy Ghost, in this scripture, we are first to
consider, what our Saviour means by coming, and what this life is
he speaks of, which they should have in coming to him.

First, What that coming is, our Saviour speaks of in this place; I will
not insist upon this, that Christ speaks to opposers, men that
contested with him, and to persons with reference unto others: for, I
verily believe, though our Saviour speaks this to the pharisees, who
certainly never should come to him, nor have life by him; yet his
intent was to speak to them to whom the life of Christ did belong,
and who should come to him; let us therefore, I say, consider what
he means by coming in this place. John vi. 44. our Saviour plainly
expounds what he means by coming unto him; "No man cometh
unto me, except the Father, which hath sent me, draw him." Mark
the expression well, and you will perceive what Christ means by
first coming unto him, for, in both places he speaks of first, and not
of after, coming. In which words you may perceive the act of first
coming to Christ, is rather by, and from the Father, than by any
activity in the person that comes; for, coming there, is plainly
attributed unto a drawing act of the Father; so that the first coming



to Christ, is just like the coming of a froward child to meet the
mother; the child is sullen and will not stir; if it be carried it strives
and struggles, whereof the father is fain to take it up, and, by a kind
of force, carry it with an over-mastering strength where meat is; the
child comes to his meat, but how? not by any act of its own, as if he
came of himself, but by the power of him that brings it: a coach, we
say, comes to town, when it is but drawn. The coach is wholly
passive, and the child in coming to meat; and so every elect person
at his first coming to Christ is passive; his coming is nothing else but
the Father's over.mastering and drawing of him unto Christ. Jer.
xxxi. 18. "Thou hast chastised me, (saith Ephraim) and I was
chastised as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke; turn thou me, and I
shall be turned." Ephraim here appropriates the act of his
conversion, not to any coming of his own, but to the Lord himself;
acknowledging, that the work of bringing unto Christ is the work of
God's own drawing; nay, he sheweth, that he himself was so far
from coming, that he confesses, that when God look him first in
hand to bring him to Christ, he was as a bullock unaccustomed to
the yoke. It is true, in common speech the bullock is said to come
unto the yoke, even a bullock unaccustomed; but how? by mere
force he is brought to it, and not willingly.

Beloved, you must either establish the rotten principle of free will,
that is, a previous principle of a man's own spirit to come to Christ,
or you must confess that persons, at their first coming unto him, are
merely passive, It is a known principle, we are first acted, or
actuated, before we do, or can act; there is not only a weakness
simply before calling, but a deadness, and therefore there cannot be
coming; and it there be, it is merely passive, and the whole business
must be the Father's own drawing. Psalm. cx. 3. the Lord speaks to
Christ thus; "Thy people shall be a willing people in the day of thy
power:" there is no willingness till the overcoming power of Christ
comes in to make it, even contrary to the natural will. The sum then
is briefly this, and so to apply to the text objected, "You will not
come to me, that you might have life;" that it hath not pleased the
Father to draw you unto that you might have life. I cannot conceive
how there can be any other sense given to it, but that it is the
Father's sole and only power to bring to Christ, that there may be
life; or there is no principle of life from Christ, till the Father, by his
over-mastering power, brings unruly and cross spirits unto him.



But it may be, some will say, though this coming to Christ, be the
act of the Father's drawing, yet there is an act of believing, when he
draws.

I answer it is not possible, there should be an act of our believing,
while the Father is first drawing; mark what believing is, in sum and
substance, it is but a yielding to the mind of the Lord revealed; while
persons are contradicting, they are not believing, in respect of those
things that they contradict. To believe and to contradict the same
thing, is a contradiction; for to believe, is to sit down satisfied with
the thing that is related; as long, therefore, as persons are
contradicting, their spirits are cross, and they kick against that which
God proposes unto them, so long they believe not.

Now, while the Father is drawing, that very drawing is an argument
of resisting, and a kind of kicking against that he aims at: for, if
there were yielding, submitting, a willing coming on to the truth
revealed, what need there any drawing? Men do not draw those
things that come of themselves. And therefore, I say, during the
Father's first act of drawing, he laying violent hold, as it were, upon
the person, there.is no act of believing. The truth is, the Father gives
his elect to Christ his Son; "Thine they were, (saith Christ, John xvii.
6.) and thou gavest them me;" and the Father that gave the elect unto
Christ, gives unto Christ also power, both in heaven and in earth,
Matt. xxviii. 18. "All power, (saith he) both in heaven and earth, is
given me; go teach all nations:" as much as to say, I give you
apostles, and ministers, that follow you, a commission from myself,
to preach, and in preaching to convert; and how so? "All power in
heaven and earth is mine. So that, beloved, the Lord takes his elect
as they are self-willed and untamed, and brings them as such to his
Son, and by virtue of all power that is given to him, he himself
breaks, tames, and brings them to his own bent: "The Father, (saith
Christ) judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment to the
Son." Take notice, that as Christ is ordained the mediator, of the
covenant, the Father doth nothing towards or concerning his elect,
but what he doth by his Son; it is the Son doth all; so that all that the
Father doth is to deliver up elect persons, such as they are, in blood,
enemies, and rebellious, to his Son; and the framing of their spirits
to his own bent, is the sole work of Christ himself; Christ is become,
by the donation of the Father, the life and soul of every elect person.



Now, philosophers observe of the natural soul, that it is the framer
of its own body and organs, that so they may be fitted for it to act its
own will: so, may I say, it is with Christ, he hath the framing and
disposing of the whole man, to bring every thing in him to his own
bent; the Father bringing the creature, as he is a stubborn and stiff-
necked one, delivers him up to his Son; so that, I say, there is not a
previous act wrought by the Father without Christ, or by the Spirit,
by which a person comes, and closes with him; but the Father gives
that person, without any faith or qualifications whatsoever, to his
Son; he frames and creates that very faith in them to come to him;
and therefore in Isaiah xlii. 6. you plainly see, there is not an
opening of blind eyes, a giving of believing eyes, to close with
Christ before he himself be given, and given as a covenant to them:
so saith the text, "I will give thee for a covenant;" here you see
Christ passed to persons, not with a supposition, that when they
believe he shall be their's, and they his; but, "I will give thee for a
covenant, to open the blind eyes;" the eyes are not opened before
Christ comes, but he comes when the eyes are blind, and when he
comes he opens them.

But further; let us suppose, that coming, in this place, is spoken of
believing; it cannot follow, that though there be no life till believing,
therefore there can be no union before: I say, if it could be imagined,
that there may not be life from Christ, till believing, yet it follows
not, that there must be believing before union; nay, beloved, there is
nothing clearer than this; namely, suppose there cannot be life
before there be believing, yet there must be union before there can
be life from Christ; for, suppose that the fruit upon a branch, should
have such a faculty to draw life into the branch from the root;
though this would be a strange conceit: whereas the root
communicates life to the branch, and the branch, by virtue of that
life communicated, brings forth fruit; but yet, suppose the fruit
should draw life into the branch from the root; that is, suppose that
faith, which is a fruit growing upon a member of Christ, that is, a
believer, and a branch of that body, should have such a faculty to
draw life from Christ, the root, into the branch; yet, it is impossible
that faith should draw life into the branch, till the branch be united
into the stock; for, beloved, that is Christ's comparison; "I am the
vine, you are the branches." Now, suppose a branch, growing upon a
wild olive, is cut off from it, and for the present is not united to the



good olive tree; can a wild olive, or suppose it to be a good olive
upon this branch of the wild tree; can this fruit upon the branch draw
life from the root of the good olive tree, while it is separated and laid
aside, and is not united to it, from which root it must draw life? It is
known to all, that communication is the fruit of union; there is no
participation, nor communion of any thing that is Christ's, but as it
flows from union with him; so that either you may say, that faith,
which you speak of, is not of Christ, the root, but hath some other
root from whence it hath its being; or else you must confess, if
Christ be the root, it must come from him, by virtue of union to him
first.

Finally, suppose it should be, that coming is believing and that this
life, spoken of here, is not in persons till they believe; what is meant
by life here? The apostle tells us, "Our lift is hid with Christ in God;
and Christ is the life of the world," that is, of the elect. It seems then,
that the life of every elect person hath a being in Christ, before he
believes; believing, therefore, doth not produce a new life that was
not before, only it manifests that which was before; and it makes
that life, which was before, an active life; or is an instrument by
which that life that is hid in Christ, after believing, becomes an
active and appearing life in this person. So that all that can be made
of it, is but this; till believing, there is no activeness of the lift of
Christ in the person that is elected; his life is in Christ, and was
reserved in him till the time of believing for him; and then doth he,
the elect person, become active in life, when Christ gives him to
believe actually: but to say, that this believing should give the first
being of that life in persons, is to say, there is not that life of the
elect in Christ, before they believe. In a word, beloved, I seriously
desire you, that with candidness and ingenuity of spirit, you would
take into your consideration, those dangerous consequences that
must of necessity follow, if you will receive this for a principle, that
there is no justification and union at all belonging unto elect
persons, till they actually believe in Christ; if persons are not united
unto Christ, and do not partake of justification before they believe,
but that believing is the instrument by which they are first united,
then mark what will follow.

1. In some respect there will be a bringing to life again, the
covenant of works. How will that be, you say? I beseech you



consider it well; the apostle will tell you so, as well as I: the
Lord told Adam at first, "Do this, and live; if thou wilt enter
into life, keep the commandments," saith Christ to the rich
man: and the apostle, Rom. x. 4, 5. tells us of the covenant of
works clearly: Moses, saith he, describing the righteousness
of the law, saith thus; "He that doth these things, shall even
live in them." Mark here, the covenant of works out of these
expressions, is this; namely, for persons to do, that they may
live. The covenant of grace runs upon contrary terms: men
must first live, that they may do: God in his covenant of
grace, gives life first, and frown life comes doing: in the
covenant of works, there must be first doing for life. But,
you will say, how doth this follow out of this conceit, that
men mast believe, before they shall live in Christ? Thus you
must of necessity press upon yourselves these terms, or such
like—I must do, that I may have life in Christ: I must
believe, there is no life till I do believe; now, if there must be
living first, then there is doing before living: but, it may be,
you will say, faith is opposed to works: when it is opposed to
works, it is understood objectively, that is, it is understood of
Christ believed on, and not of the act itself believing; for it is
certain, beloved, our act of believing, is as much our doing,
as our acts of love, or others. So that here must first be doing
before life be obtained: if persons must first believe, before
they have union with Christ.

2. If there must be our act of believing before there be
participating in Christ, then mark what will follow, those sins
which were once laid upon Christ, and taken away from the
elect; for they could not be laid upon him, unless they were
taken from them; are, it seems, returned back again upon
these believers; whereas they were charged upon Christ; he
once paid the full price; upon the payment of this, there was
acknowledged full satisfaction, so that those sins were once
blotted out: I say, if there must be believing before there be
union with, or interest in Christ, it must necessarily follow,
that, till such believing, the person of that elect bears his own
transgressions, is chargeable for them that are imputed unto
him. But how can it stand with the glory of the redemption of
Christ, that he should have all iniquity laid upon him,



carrying all iniquity, like the scape-goat, into the land of
forgetfulness, whither they were once carried, and they are
afresh charged upon this person. Did Christ bear them away?
and did he return them back again? Where did you ever find,
that sin once taken and carried away by Christ from the
person offending, did return back again upon the person
from whom Christ took it away?

3. Suppose this, that men have no interest in Christ till they
actually believe in him, then it must follow, that these
persons, till they are actually believers, are under the hatred
of God; for, if they bear their own transgressions themselves,
then God being a jealous God, his holy and pure nature
everlastingly hating iniquity, and also the person upon whom
iniquity is charged; there must be a hatred of God upon these
persons till they believe; and to conceive that God hates
these persons, is to conceive that God may love and hale the
same person; whereas he saith, Rom. ix. 13. concerning
Jacob, that being yet unborn, "Jacob have I loved;" here you
see love is communicated to Jacob, being yet unborn. Now
mark, Jacob, when he was not yet born, was not an actual
believer. Well, had Jacob no interest in Christ and the love of
God, till such time as he believed? Yea, he had; so saith the
text, Aye, but yet Jacob, must be hated till he believes,
because Jacob, till he believes, must bear his own
transgressions; so that here must be, at the same time, upon
the same person, both the love and hatred of God; and how
can these contraries stand together?

Yet again; suppose persons have no interest in Christ, till they
actually believe, it must follow from thence necessarily, that there is
a believing in such persons before they have union with Christ, and
then you must make some other root from whence this believing
must spring; as for Christ, it hath nothing to do with him; for he hath
nothing, in regard of communicating his grace and Spirit, to do with
them; but they are believers, and their believing is that which knits
the knot between Christ and them; whence comes this believing?
where is the root of it? Is Christ the root? then have they first union
with Christ, that they may receive it from him; then must they first
be united unto him, and made one with him, and live in him, and by



virtue of union with him, receive this faith as a fruit of that union. If
it proceed from some other root, I beseech you consider how it can
be, and how can this be avoided, but that this conceit must needs be
exceeding derogatory to Christ, to make another foundation besides
Christ; whereas Heb, xii. 21. it is expressly said, "Christ is the
author as well as finisher of faith," Beloved, upon these
considerations, for my own part, I have received this principle that I
have delivered unto you, and merely the vindication of the glorious
privileges which are proper and peculiar unto Christ alone, is the
occasion that I refer the being of faith itself unto Christ, and to
nothing else, and that 1 may uphold these particular and glorious
prerogatives that are proper to Christ, that he may not be robbed of
any of them. To this end, I deliver it to you, that elect persons have a
participation and share in Christ himself, even before they believe;
and let none conceive that this takes away, or diminisheth from the
prerogative of believing neither. For there are glorious things done
by faith unto believers; God hath honoured it above all mere
creatures in the world; he hath made it the conduit-pipe for the
conveyance of all that peace and comfort; nay, of all that strength
which believers bare all their lives; no faith, no comfort, no peace of
conscience, no pleasure to walk with God: through faith, Christ
conveys himself in speaking peace to the soul, in bidding the soul be
of good cheer; the soul lies in darkness, while it lies in unbelief. But
still that which is proper and peculiar to Christ alone, is not to be
ascribed unto believing. I should now proceed, (having as well as I
can, taken away the rubs) to that which I purpose to follow. But the
time is past.



SERMON XL
CHRIST ALONE OUR MERCY SEAT.
1JOHNIi. 1, 2.

"If any man sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins,"
&ec.

WE have considered already the office of Christ here spoken of, his
advocateship; the cause he manages, and also the persons whose
cause it is. The cause he manageth, is in behalf of the sins of his
people; and the persons are not present believers only, but all elect
persons, though yet unbelievers. We further considered the
qualifications of Christ unto this office. 1. He is Christ, that is,
called of God unto it, and furnished by God for it. 2. He is Jesus, he
takes no cause in hand, but he saves his client. 3. He is the righteous;
the efficacy of the plea of Christ lieth in this righteousness of his,
that being the sole hinge upon which it turneth. In the opening of
this unto you, 1. Negatively. The plea that prevails for the discharge
of sin, is not our works; no, nor our faith, but the righteousness of
Christ only, 2. Affirmatively; there is an active righteousness of
Christ; for, "by the obedience of one man, many shall be righteous,"
Rom. v. 19. and the passive righteousness of Christ; "The blood of
Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin," 1 John i. 7. But it is
the divine righteousness, or dignity of the divine Godhead that adds
an efficacy, and virtue, making the active and passive righteousness
of Christ a complete righteousness, that we might be complete in
him: and we gave a touch to you, wherein the efficacy of the plea of
this righteousness stands; it stands in the satisfaction that
righteousness hath made to the justice of God.

In judgment there are but two ways to be quitted, either just proof,
that the person upon trial is not guilty; or being guilty, the law is
already satisfied. The strength of the plea of the righteousness of
Christ, insists not upon the first way; he grants the persons whose
cause he pleads, had, for matter of fact, done the thing that is



charged; but the strength of it is, that the law on their behalf is
satisfied already.

This latter plea being good, hath the like force for acquittance and
discharge as the former, so that the sentence of judgment can no
more pass upon the person for whom the law is satisfied, than it can
upon persons that never transgressed it.

Now it remains to be considered, by way of objection out of the
premises, how this can be, that the justice of God should be
satisfied, seeing this is bringing a recompence to answer, in
proportion for the offence committed: the ground of the objection is,
all that Christ, as man, brings unto God, comes short to make a
recompence. | told you before, that the divine righteousness is that
that makes the righteousness complete, and that a mere human
righteousness is not able to effect, till it be infinite, or be made
infinite by the divine righteousness.

Now, when Christ brings a recompence to the Father for the
transgressions of men, that he brings to him, should not be that,
which was his own before now, whatever the divine righteousness
is, that is God's own; the active and passive obedience of Christ's
human nature, is brought to him, but not the divine righteousness.

You will say, this is just as one man oweth another an hundred
pounds, and he sueth him for it; the debtor, he cannot raise above ten
pounds of this money; but the creditor must make it up out of his
own purse. So then, here is the ground of the objection, and the truth
is, this matter contains in it the depth of the mystery of the gospel;
that justice should be satisfied by bringing a recompence for
transgression, and yet that, as it is brought, is not so much as will
answer the injury that is done of itself. It is true, there is enough in
the divine righteousness, to make the satisfaction for the injury
done; but how is this divine righteousness brought?

It is most certainly true, where there is satisfaction of justice in this
case, there is also mercy; for though God be just to forgive sins, yet
you shall find, that where the apostle speaks of justice in this act of
forgiveness of sins, he speaks of mercy too: you know, to forgive a
thing, that is an act of grace and mercy; yet, even while there is
forgiveness, justice is manifested, and takes its course.

But this, you will say, doth not resolve the question where can there



be a satisfaction of justice, seeing there is not brought, by way of
recompence, that which is proportionable to the injury done.

1. Justice is satisfied in the strictest sense, when there is such a
plenary and equivalent recompence given, that the person injured
thereby, is in a good estate every way as he was before the injury
done: when a man is trespassed against, and sues for this trespass,
and the man makes up, and brings in as much recompence as the
injury cometh to; so that the party trespassed, is worth as much as he
was before; here is a plenary satisfaction of justice. Now comes in
the objection, and says, that the justice of God cannot be said to be
satisfied, because the active and passive obedience of Christ, as
human, bring not in so much to God as the injury comes to; and
what is from the Godhead, is God's own before.

2. Therefore some say, that there is a satisfying justice properly,
though there be not a full recompence, as in every point to answer
the injury done; I will give you a familiar illustration of it, that you
may not say, it is an unknown, and an unheard of thing, that justice
is satisfied, though no plenary recompence, in the former sense, for
satisfaction, be brought. Suppose one man murder another: now, for
a plenary recompence to the injury done, he that is slain must be in
statu quo prius, that is, must be made alive again; and till he be
restored to lift, here is not a complete recompence made. But, how is
it possible, that any man that hath committed murder, should make
this full recompence to the person that is injured? He cannot restore
life to him again; and, yet for all this, though he cannot bring in a
full recompence in this way, he may properly satisfy justice; for, if
life answer for life, if the murderer be executed, the law and justice
may truly be said to be satisfied.

Here then, there may be satisfaction of justice, and yet not the
fulness of recompence in the strictest sense brought in. Justice, I say,
is satisfied in this respect, because, here is as much brought in by
way of recompence, as is possible to be had.

Beloved, you have a proverb, "Where there is nothing to be had, the
king must lose his right:" when a man pays all that ever he hath, he
can pay no more, he satisfies justice. In this sense, justice is said to
be satisfied, when the law is satisfied; and so the satisfying of justice
doth not necessarily imply the fulness of recompence in the strictest



sense, according to the injury done.

How cometh it to pass, when a murderer is executed, that upon his
execution only, the law esteems this to be a recompence, and justice
to be satisfied, though it does not answer the injury done; but only as
it answers to the law, that is the rule of justice, so it is satisfaction
even so, the justice of God is truly satisfied, when the will and
pleasure of God is fully fulfilled, whether or no, there be a bringing
in a full and plenary recompence. If the will and pleasure of God be
satisfied concerning transgression, that is the satisfaction of the
justice of God. Now, what is the will of God? It is this, that in the
day that man sins, he must die; either in person, or by deputation; for
among men the satisfaction of the law is made, either in the man's
own person that is the debtor, or his surety that pay the debt for him.
The law in some cases, looks more upon the thing that is brought in
to answer to it, than it doth upon the person that brings it.

The justice of God looks upon the fulfilling of his will, although it
be not by the same per, on that sinned; this alters not the nature of
the thing, whether I myself pay the debt, or another for me,

3. And, in Christ, he speaks all the gracious language of heaven to
us. Now, whereas at this mercy-seat the special thing intimated unto
us, is the atonement that is made, it seems, that propitiation hath
reference in the signification of it, to that; as when a man desires one
that is at variance with him, to be propitious, that is, would admit of
a propitiation, or atonement. Now, that you may know what
atonement is, and so propitiation likewise, look into Rom. v. 10, 11.
"If when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God, by the death
of his Son, much more being reconciled, shall we be saved by his
life." Reconciliation, what is that? Mark what follows; "And not
only so, but we joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
we have received the atonement:" you see he makes a proposition,
by way of supposition: "If when we were enemies," &c. And, in the
next words, proves that there is reconciliation, or rather shews the
fruits of it, being obtained: "We joy," saith he; in what? in him, "by
whom we have received the atonement." What is that? Atonement,
in this place, is the reconciliation which Christ makes between God
and persons; so that propitiation indeed, runs at last into this cistern,
namely, reconciliation with God: herein lieth the efficacy of the plea
of Christ, for his people committing sin: he is the mercy-seat, the



propitiation, the atonement, or reconciliation. This is the issue of it;
widen Christ pleads for discharge, this pleading produceth
reconciliation between God and men. If we could but dive into the
mystery of reconciliation between God and us, we should then find
the comfort of this office of Christ to be a propitiation for us.

Now, if you will know what this reconciliation is, which is indeed
an interpretation of propitiation: observe, how the apostle illustrates
it, Eph. ii. 13. "You that were sometimes afar off, are made nigh by
the blood of Christ." Reconciliation is making nigh those, who were
sometimes afar off: look into Col. i. 21, 22. the apostle there tells
you, in what respect the members of Christ, the elect, are said to be
afar of: "You who were sometimes alienated, and strangers, and
enemies in your minds, by wicked works, hath he now reconciled."
So then to be afar off, and so afar off to be made nigh, is as much as
to say, that persons alienated in respect of enmity in their minds, by
wicked works, notwithstanding all that enmity, are made nigh, they
are reconciled.

You know well, in respect of men, who are eject, they are from all
eternity in the purpose of God, made nigh by the virtue of the blood
of Christ, that in time should be shed; which virtue is effectual in the
eyes and thoughts of God from all eternity; so that though, in respect
of the nature of wicked works, there be a separating and an
alienating, yet in regard of the efficacy of the blood of Christ, being
in force with God, the elect are nigh to him in purpose, from
eternity. So that alienation and estrangement, in respect of enmity
against God, is not to be understood, as if elect persons were in very
deed, and properly, at any time decreed to be separated absolutely
from God; no, he had them in his thoughts, as the objects of his love,
frown eternity; and these thoughts of being nigh, were intended to
be executed through the blood that was continually in his eye: the
apostle's meaning is, you, who so far as you wrought wicked works,
had that in you, which in its own nature was the cause of alienation,
and could not admit of your being near, till there was reconciliation
made; that is, whereas these wicked works did, in their own nature,
actually, and for the present, make you walk at a distance from God,
and so in respect of them, were afar off, you are now made nigh by
the blood of Christ: Christ hath taken away sin, the cause of that
distance between God and you, and also hath revealed himself unto



you, being believers; and in doing this, hath made known to you his
eternal counsel, concerning your reconciliation; and that now you
are actually, and really, in the very bowels of God; and also he, in
some measure, subdues and destroys the power of satan in those
wicked works; so that there is now more nearness, in conversation
with God, after calling and believing, than there was before; and the
blood of Christ is that that makes persons, who were far off, nigh
again to God. And this is the reconciliation, namely, whereas there
was a distance before, there is now a nearness, and this by the blood
of Christ, as by a sacrifice of propitiation. That you may the better
understand the nature of reconciliation with God, you must know,
that it properly imports, that whereas there is variance and
estrangement, a person is then said to be reconciled when the breach
is made up, and the controversy is ended, the quarrel is done, and
persons become friends again. You know, as long as there is hitting
in the teeth, a secret grudge, objecting one against another, and
prosecuting one another, in respect of injuries done, there is no
reconciliation: when men are reconciled, they lay down the bucklers,
quarrel and fight no more, but walk as friends together. And if they
should walk as friends in outward semblance, and yet bear rancour
in their spirits one against another, this were but an hypocritical
reconciliation. In reconciliation, the very heart itself is made friends
with persons reconciled.

All this imports unto us thus much, Christ is become to believers the
atonement; one that makes peace with God, ends the controversy
and quarrel between God and them; whereas God was injured, and
might have prosecuted the law with violence upon us; Christ brings
to pass, that the Lord lays down the buckler, to have no more to say
against a person, but to become friends with him. You know, that
reconciliation is such a thing as is not only a making friends to-day,
but so, that there may be a continuation of this amity. You can,not
call this reconciliation when men are brought together, and their
controversies are ended now to-day, but upon the same will fall out
again to-morrow, here is not reconciliation: for, in reconciliation
there must be a burying of all that which was the subject and matter
of the quarrel. So Christ being our reconciliation, he making Our
peace with God, doth not bring God to be friends with us to-day, so
as to fall out with us to-morrow again, but to be friends with us for
ever.



Therefore, by the way, know, that every person reconciled unto God
by Christ, is not, only a person become a friend of God now, but for
ever; and as Christ takes away the present, anger of God against him
to-day, so all quarrels and controversies for ever; so that a person
reconciled shall never have God at controversy any more with high.
Some, it may be, conceive Christ reconciles God and us in respect of
sins that are past; but if we sin anew, say they, God must have new
controversies, and new quarrels. But, beloved, remember, he bore all
iniquity at once upon him; and when he made reconciliation with
God, he brought in all the transgressions of men, from first to last,
and so ended the quarrel with God, in respect of every one, even for
sins future, as well as past. He dealt so with God, that he reconciled
him to you in respect of them; so that Christ most either leave out
those sins you think breaks peace with God, or it not, then that
reconciliation as much concerns those sins, as other transgressions
already committed.

Now, think whether of these be true doctrine, either that Christ
should leave some sins out that the payment is satisfactory, so in that
the will of God hath its utmost bounds for the satisfying of justice,
whereas transgression must be recompensed with death. Now,
Christ, the surety of his people, going under the punishment, and
fulfilling it, the law is satisfied, because every tittle of it is fulfilled,
and there is nothing in it remains to be answered.

But, 3. Further, the satisfaction of Christ is complete, even in the
strictest sense, though it be granted, that the bare sufferings and
righteousness of the human nature cannot effect it, without the
divine nature, and the righteousness thereof; and whereas it is urged
that the righteousness of the divine nature, is God's own already, it is
granted; and that both, because it is essential unto him, and
communicable to the creature; therefore, and also, for the reasons
alledged before, in the objection, it cannot be formally, either the
whole, or any part of our righteousness; yet, notwithstanding the
divine nature, and so the divine righteousness, by the hypostatical
union, fit and furnish Christ to be an all-sufficient Saviour, and
satisfier, that thereby the person of Christ is so glorious, that his
active and passive obedience is made of infinite worth and value, to
give satisfaction for us; and that, in the strictest sense, making a
perfect reparation, and of all things in the behalf of the elect, for



whom he undertakes, and brings upon them salvation to the
uttermost.

In brief, beloved, though there may be some hint given for your
better understanding, by way of illustration, how justice may be
satisfied, yet the truth is, the fullest resolution wherewith persons
ought to sit down without further dispute, is not by argumentation,
but by divine faith. Suppose we could not sound the bottom of this
principle, that God's justice should be satisfied; yet we may sit down
as fully resolved that it is, though you know not how, in that the
Lord reveals to us, he is satisfied; whose word must be more to us,
than all demonstrations can be by way of argument; that here Christ
is said to be the propitiation for our sins; that God himself
acknowledges elsewhere, that he is satisfied. What matter is it to me,
how he is satisfied? I mean, in respect of resolving me by way of
argument, how it is, his own word speaking it, and resolving it to us,
is that with which we should sit down with, without further dispute.
If, therefore, you cannot know how he is satisfied, your believing
upon the testimony of God's word that it is so, may be as full
satisfaction to you; yea, may be, a more full resolution to your
spirits, than all arguments and demonstrations can be.

And, so I come, to the last clause of the text; namely, the issue of
this advocateship of Christ, the behalf of his people, then they sin,
which is, "He is the propitiation for our sins. The words contain the
conclusion of the plea of Christ, telling us what it comes to, that by
it he becomes the propitiation for our sins. The main thing to be
considered here, that we may understand aright our portion in this
grace, is to know what this propitiation meaneth, or what it is for
Christ to be a propitiation. Beloved, there is abundance of marrow
and fatness in this very word, and, I doubt, much of it is lost, in
respect of sense and comfort, for waist of understanding the extent
of it that you may the better therefore dive into the mystery of this
propitiation, you must understand, that the word, in the original
haopos 1s of the same signification with the word the Septuagint
translation uses, when they interpret the Hebrew word, that is
rendered mercy-seat; 'he is our propitiation,' that is, he is our mercy-
seat. And if you would know what it is for Christ to be our mercy-
seat, look into Lev. vi. 14, 15. you find the main end for which this
was erected by the Lord: for, of all those ordinances that the Lord



established among the jews, this mercy-seat was the uppermost.
Now, you find three things especially appropriated unto the mercy-
seat.

1. The sweet incense, that none ought to make upon pain of
death, but Aaron alone, must burn upon the golden altar
every morning before the mercy-seat.

2. The most notable of all the rites and types of the Jews, was
to be prepared before the mercy-seat; the type of the scape-
goat with the live-goat, as you find there handled at large.
The live-goat must be brought before the mercy-seat, and
Aaron must lay his hand upon the head of it, and then the
scape-goat must be sent into the wilderness, and carry the
sins of the people into a land of forgetfulness.

3. At the mercy-seat, as it is in Exod. xxx. 6. the Lord
appointed to meet with Moses, and there speak graciously
unto him; and there God will hear him speak, and will be
heard to speak, and return his gracious answer at the mercy-
seat. Well then, to come to the business in hand, that I may
clear it the better; Christ is our mercy-seat, that is, the
incense, or the sweet savour that smells with acceptance and
delight in the nostrils of the Lord; that which makes a sweet
savour is the mercy-seat. Incense, had it been burned any
where else, but (here according to the appointment and
commission of the Lord every morning) the very place itself
being changed, would have taken away the savour of the
incense before the Lord; therefore, the mercy-seat is that, for
which the incense becomes a sweet savour; as much as to
say, all our prayers, duties, and services, (notwithstanding
our sins, being believers) become as a sweet savour to the
Lord, as they are presented up before the mercy-seat by
Christ; he is the propitiation then, that is, it is he by whom
our persons and performances become a sweet savour to the
Lord. Again, the scape-goat, and the live goat to be slain,
were to be prepared before the mercy-seat; as much as to
say, our sins are carried away into a land of forgetfulness, by
virtue of Christ; as the scape goat being presented before the
mercy-seat, was made a type capable to carry away the sins
of the people into a land of forgetfulness; so that as we are



presented unto God, in and through Christ, our sins are
carried by Christ into a land of forgetfulness.

Lastly. Before this mercy-seat the Lord appeared, and at it God will
return his gracious answer; as much as to say, in Christ and through
him, the Lord returns all the gracious answers to his people upon
earth; not a voice of grace, peace, and comfort, is to be heard, but at
the mercy-seat: for, mark it well, you shall find God hath made over
all that gracious language of heaven unto his Son Christ; and only
unto him, there came this voice from heaven, when he was baptized,
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.". But upon the
mount, the voice was little more plain; for there it saith, "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear him:" as much as to
say, all the grace 1 have to speak to men, I have put it into the mouth
of Christ my Son, and not a voice is to be expected of grace from
me, but as it cometh out of his mouth; there is not a word of comfort
to be heard, but as it is spoken from the mercy-seat; so that putting
these three things together, in respect of the sacrifice of the scape-
goat, (the text in Leviticus telling us of an atonement that is made by
the presenting of this sacrifice before the mercy-seat.)

In a word, the sum of all is; 1. In and through Christ our advocate,
we become a sweet savour to the lord. 2. There is an atonement
made with him for us, our sins being carried into a land of
forgetfulness, are brought again into controversy, and so God again
begins to fall out with persons for them; or whether he made
agreement for all, and all comes into reconciliation. Therefore, I say,
suppose two men are at variance, they have a hundred actions one
against another; a friend comes in to make up the business between
them; he brings in every one of these hundred actions to this
agreement; he dealeth so with them, that all the controversy between
them, in respect of all these actions, shall die; and so be makes them
friends. Now, I ask, when all actions are brought into the agreement,
may these men fall to quarrelling and suits of law for any of them?
They cannot do it; beloved, if Christ brought in all the transgressions
of his people into the agreement, and they were all satisfied for by
him," His blood cleanseth from all sin," as saith the apostle; how
cometh it to pass, that God should again fall out, and be at
controversy with men, for any of these sins that were in the
agreement in that reconciliation made?



Therefore, know, for your everlasting consolation, that there is
nothing shall be able to separate you from the love of God in Christ,
or make a breach between God and you, who are his people. Every
sin which, in its own nature indeed, makes a breach, is taken into the
agreement that Christ made with the Father; and if there should be
such an objection rising in your hearts, when you have committed a
sin, now God is at controversy with me for this, ask your hearts this
question; was this sin brought into the agreement of reconciliation,
or was it left out? Did God accept of the reconciliation when this
transgression was in the agreement? How can he then fall out again
for this that was in his thoughts when reconciliation was made? But
this may seem to be but discourse only, and therefore take a view of
some passages of scripture, whereby you see, as clear as light, that
God's reconciliation to men is one entire and simple act: this being
once made, there is no more quarrel and controversy that God
should prosecute persons reconciled; Dan. ix. 24. there is a time
mentioned of making reconciliation; you therein see the effects that
accompany it; I have heretofore recited other effects, "Seventy
weeks shall be determined upon thy people and holy city;" for what?
"for the finishing of transgression, for the making an end of sin, and
making reconciliation for iniquity, and the bringing in of everlasting
righteousness." Observe it well, when reconciliation is made, then
there is an end of the matter, that bred and fed the controversy and
quarrel. When there is a controversy of God against a person, it must
spring from his sins; but when reconciliation is made, there is a
finishing, and a putting an end to sin; take away the cause and the
effect vanisheth of itself; but observe the text a little more, to shew
the unchangeableness of this reconciliation, when made, there is,
saith he, "brought in everlasting righteousness." Righteousness, as
you have heard, is that that begets, feeds, and preserves peace and
reconciliation with God. So then this fountain of righteousness must
be drawn dry, before the peace that is made by it can be wasted.
How comes it to pass a lamp goeth out, but because the oil is wasted
that feeds it? so the righteousness of Christ is the oil that feeds the
reconciliation made; either this must be spewer, or the lamp of peace
cannot go out; but, saith the Holy Ghost, there is brought in upon
reconciliation "everlasting righteousness;" so that it is clear, when
God reconciles himself to persons, they are reconciled for ever to
him. Consider also that excellent expression, Isa. liv. 9, 10. "This is



to me, (saith the Lord)as the waters of Noah; for, as I have sworn
that the waters of Noah shall no more go over the earth, so have I
sworn that I will not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee any more;
the mountains shall depart, and the hills shall be removed, but my
loving-kindness shall not depart from thee, saith the Lord, that hath
mercy on thee." The very express words shew the excellent qualities
of that reconciliation that is produced by the bringing in of a better
covenant there spoken of. Mark it well, I beseech you, for there are
admirable expressions in it: the thing God proclaims is that he will
not be wroth, and fall out any more with his people; and this he
confirms by an oath, and what can be more binding than the oath of
God?

Again, take notice of the continuance of this; how long will not he
be wroth nor rebuke? Even so long as floods shall cease to drown
the world. God hath sworn, that till the world shall be drowned with
water again, he will not be wrath with his people. As long as water
shall not come upon the earth, nay, longer, if longer may be; "The
mountains shall depart, and the hills shall be removed, but my
loving-kindness shall not depart from thee;" as much as to say, the
loving-kindness of God shall remain stedfast to the people
reconciled to him, even longer than the mountains shall stand fast,
and the hills unremoved; this, I say, is established by such a firm
covenant and oath, and out of the mouth of so glorious a God, that
the hearts of his people may be secure that he will not be wroth with
them.

But, whereas some may say, the Lord, in verse 7. says, "In a little
wrath have I hid my face for a moment;" therefore, it seems, it is not
to be taken for such a perpetual forbearance of wrath.

Consider, that all along this chapter, the prophet speaks of the
church of God, in a two-fold estate: he speaks to it one while as it is
a wife of youth, and another while as her breasts are grown; as a
wife of youth, so the Lord for a moment hid his face; but as a wife
that is grown up, so he will not be wroth with her, nor rebuke her
any more. The apostle Paul most excellently expounds this different
estate of the church, in the time before and after Christ, Gal. iv. 1—
4. "There was, (saith he) a time of minority, wherein, even an heir,
being, but a child, differeth nothing at all, in respect of outward
carriage, from a servant, though even then he be Lord of all;" and



this time of being a servant, is not for ever, saith the apostle, "but till
the time appointed of the Father." Here in respect of outward usage,
during this minority, there is no difference between such a person,
and him that is not an heir at all, but he is under tutors and
governors; that is, he feels alike the rod, and still this is till the time
appointed of the Father. See how the apostle expounds the words,
even so "we (saith he) while we were children in our nonage, were
in bondage under the elements, of the world" we did partake of the
common calamities of the world, but how long was this? "When the
fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption of sons." There was a redemption,
even in the minority of the church; when it was at the youngest age,
there was redemption, but not in respect of that which he speaks of
here; that was a redemption from that condition, wherein the heir did
not differ from a servant; therefore, most properly, according to the
coherence, of the words, the redemption, spoken of here, was from a
condition wherein they did not differ from servants, into a condition
wherein they should differ. So Isaiah liv. 8. there is such a difference
in this two-fold estate of the church, as is between a with of youth,
and a wife grown up what is that, you will say? You know, even
among men, they marry children when they are but two or three
years of age; the child is a married wife, and yet, for all this, while
she is four or five, yea, six or seven years of age, she is used as one
that is not married; there is no difference between this child, and one
that is not married; but when she cometh to riper years of age, and
hath the actual fruition of her husband, then she cometh to be freed
from the rod, and receiveth all the immunities and privileges of a
wife, which she, though a wife, did not enjoy before: and so in this
text, the church, as a child under age, and a wife of youth, is visited
for a moment, and there is a kind of hiding the face of God, while
she is as the wire of youth; but when the time of riper age is come,
then "this shall be as the waters of Noah to me; as I have sworn that
the waters of Noah shall no more drown the earth; so have I sworn
that I will not be wrath with thee, nor rebuke thee." Thus, beloved,
you see that God, once reconciled, never falls out with his people
any more. It is true, indeed, he chastises them, but he never doth it in
wrath and fury. In Isaiah xxvii.4, speaking of his church, that he
would watch night and day, he saith," Fury is not in me;" he hath no



acquaintance with fury, in reference unto such persons: and,
therefore, although it be true there may be afflictions, and those
exceeding tart to the flesh, even when a person or church is grown
up; yet there is not wrath in these afflictions: "Every son (saith God)
I love, I rebuke and chasten:" there is love even in chastisements,
and the fruit of it is love, to take away sin. The end why God sends
these afflictions, is not in wrath for sin, but to purge them from their
filth. God takes occasion, when his people sin, to chastise them in
love; but that chastisement is no fruit of the wrath and curse of God,
nor sentence of the law, but the tender compassions of a Loving
Father, that makes use of them for his children's good. There is as
much reconciliation with God under the rod, as when not under it: a
father may love a child as dearly when he corrects him, as when he
gives him plumbs. It is thus with God, to children reconciled to him,
as he corrects a child committing a fault, he never whips him but
there is fear he will commit it again; and therefore he chastises him
to prevent a fault: he doth not punish him to pacify his anger for the
fault committed. So God, in respect of the church, for the purging of
it, and for trial in these respects, will chastise, and in chastising will
convey the spirit of amendment to them; but, in respect of what is
done, were it not to have them purged for the future, he would never
afflict his people for that which is past: so that, though this be the
great objection that troubles men's spirits, they fall daily into
afflictions, here is wrath and enmity; reconciliation is not firm; God
is now fallen out; yet, beloved, know, that God is not fallen out with
his people when he chastiseth them. No man can suffer under
afflictions, more than Christ himself did; yet, saith God, he is my
beloved Son, not my hated Son, but my beloved Son, I afflict. It is
true, indeed, as the apostle Paul speaks, "No affliction is joyous, but
grievous; yet, afterwards it bringeth forth the comfortable fruits of
righteousness to those that are exercised therewith." Consider this
one thing; can God pour wrath when he only intends the good of his
people, to purge and bring them as gold out of the fire? Certainly,
what David had experience of, shall be the fruit of all the afflictions
of all the members of Christ, though they be never so many and
great— "Before [ was afflicted, I went astray, but now I have kept
thy word." Whereupon he saith, that it was good for him he was
afflicted. God afflicts to teach, to draw home, to refine and purge.
You know, the merchant doth not in wrath fling away his gold,



when he puts it into the refining pot; it is no argument of less love,
only he would have his gold tried and refined, and the dross taken
away out of it: it is so with God; all the members of Christ, all that
he hath prevailed for with the Father are the be. loved of the Father,
and the darlings of his soul: and his love ceaseth not, nor
diminisheth when they are under the rod.

One word, and I shall have done. Is it so, that Christ is such an
advocate, that having such a strength of plea in his righteousness, he
produceth such a good issue, as to bring, at the last. reconciliation?
In a word then, you know what to trust unto for your soul's
discharge and comfort: "In many things we sin all;" what should
uphold your spirits that your sins should not sink your souls? Here is
held out unto you that great supporter, the righteousness of Christ,
Isaiah xli. 10. "Fear not, be not discouraged," and why? "I will
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness." If you go any
where else for support, when sin is committed, your sins will sink
you and swallow you up; nothing can bear you up, in respect of the
weight of sin, but the right hand of his righteousness; that alone is
the thing that must uphold your spirits, or nothing can do it. Oh that
the Lord would be pleased to work upon your spirits, to betake
yourselves to this support, and to fix your spirits upon the fulness of
support and strength, that is in this righteousness of his! When the
Israelites were stung by the fiery serpents, it was not the applying of
a plaister could heal them, nothing but the brazen serpent. Oh, look
upon the brazen serpent, the Lord Jesus; look not upon any other
plaister but him, to heal your wounded souls, stung with the serpent
of your sins; though they may serve for other uses, yet they have not
so much virtue in them, as to heal the sting of sin: fix your eyes
here, cast yourselves here, rest here, let the weight of your souls lean
here: "He that believeth shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be
damned: he that believeth shall be established; he that believeth not
shall not be established." Oh, go not to Christ, as if there were not
enough in him to answer your transgressions; that you must carry
something else with you to him, that may be a help to your
discharge; if ever discharge frown heaven come unto your spirits, it
is only the hand of Christ, by his Spirit, that must bring it down to
you; and nothing can do it, but that discharge, as it is recorded in the
word of grace. In things that come by relation unto men, and so are
opened unto them, how can men be satisfied concerning the truth of



the thing reported, but upon the credit of him that is the reporter?
Let a man tell me never so good news, if I do not believe him, my
spirit is not satisfied. So, concerning the discharge from sin, be
loved, you hear it related from heaven; "We have an advocate, and
he is the propitiation for out sins." Now, there is no way to know
that there is such a thing as an advocate and propitiation, but as it is
revealed from heaven. The apostle John indeed reveals it here; if he
had delivered it merely as he is man, so it had occasioned suspicion
and doubting; but as it is the revelation of the Holy Ghost, and of
Christ himself by the apostle, so we are to stick close unto it, and we
shall find rest unto our souls, as we can credit the report of it;
therefore, as the Lord will work upon your spirits, take up your rest
where it is to be found; so your souls shall lie down and sleep in
peace and safety; you shall sing and leap for joy; and you shall have
all peace and joy in believing. O that men would keep up the dying
language of a martyr, "None but Christ, none but Christ," in matters
of faith and stability of spirit; of peace of conscience, as well as of
salvation. And so I shall commend this word to the grace of God, in
respect of the issue thereof, upon your spirits.



SERMON XLI
THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST'S BELOVED.
SOLOMON'S SONG iv. 7

"Thou art all fair my love, there is no spot in them."

THE gospel of Christ being the great and invaluable treasure of the
church, the Helena, for which it should contend, yea, its sanctuary
and refuge; it hath pleased the Holy Ghost, to present and hold forth
this in change of raiment, as I may so speak; sometimes presenting
it, as it were, in a cloud, more darkly by visions and dreams, when
deep sleep was fallen upon God's people. Titus the Lord, in former
ages, frequently held out the gospel, especially in that notable
example of Jacob, who while he slept, had it preached unto him in
the vision of a ladder, that reached from earth to heaven, by which
the angels ascended and descended; which ladder was nothing else
but Christ, by whom alone the sons of men rise from the lowest
condition of sin and misery, to the highest of grace and glory.
Sometimes the gospel was brought forth to the church with a mask
upon its face, in hard riddles, and dark sentences, to exercise the
wits of God's people; and thus, among other times, the gospel was
presented unto Samson.

You know the riddle that was put forth, occasioned by a lion slain
by him, which being dead, there was a stock of honey in it, which
represented unto his thoughts, the admirable benefit and privilege of
the preaching of the gospel; "Out of the eater came forth meat, and
out of the strong came sweetness." It was nothing but Jesus Christ,
the lion of the tribe of Judah, by death had a stock of honey, not only
nourishing, but sweet to the eater.

Sometimes again, the gospel was presented, though not with so dark
masks, yet with a veil over the face of it, that though some of the
beauty of it might be seen, yet in respect of the glory of it, in an
obscure way; and thus it was exhibited unto the jews in types and
shadows, and held forth in their sacrifices, temples, tabernacles,
altars, mercy-seat, incense, and the like; in all of which there was a



general darkness; namely, a putting over the face of Moses a veil,
who in that represented Christ, the mediator, as he was to be
exhibited unto the people in those times; and yet, although for
royalty and honour's sake, the gospel was veiled; sometimes the
Holy Ghost was pleased to lift up the veil for a moment, as it were,
that there might some glance of the beauty of it appear; even in
those times, now and then a prophet would out with some admirable
expression of the gospel; but this was but as the breaking forth of
light in a dark night.

Sometimes, again, the gospel was presented in a prophetic habit, and
so it was held out, as it were, at a remote distance, that even an
elevated and supernatural eye had as much as it could do to see it in
proportion; and this was the dispensation of the gospel in the
prophets. Sometimes also, it was presented under a parabolic habit;
and thus it pleased our Saviour to exhibit it in his time, delighting
much to see it in this dress; insomuch, that all the gospel he spake,
almost, was clothed in it; and so the kingdom of heaven was likened
unto leaven, hid in three measures of meal, and to mustard seed, and
treasure hid in a field; and so he goeth on, setting of it forth under all
sorts of comparisons to illustrate it.

Finally, The gospel is presented sometimes without either veil or
mask over it, in its own proper beauty, shining forth from the face of
it, nothing at all hindering the prospect, in its own proportion; and
thus was the gospel presented unto the disciples, when they said
unto Christ, "Now thou speakest unto us plainly, and not by
parables." Unto us that live now, the gospel of Christ is represented
in all these varieties of dresses together, to administer the more
delight. It is accounted one of the greatest pieces of honour in a
state, for a prince to have changes of raiment every day; now, the
Lord puts so much state upon his gospel, that it shall not always go
in one dress, or habit.

This text holds out the gospel in Christ's own way, which was so
much affected by him, I mean, in a parabolic habit. The most
glorious excellencies of the gospel, as it pertains to the church of
God, are comprised in this text: "Thou art all fair, my love, there is
no spot in thee." This, as the whole song throughout, is nothing but
an elevated strain of discourse between Christ and his church, or a
song tuned to the highest note that ever was sung; which discourse is



an interchangeable speech between them; the church acting her part
first, in chap. i. 2. "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth;"
being amiable, sweet discourse indeed: then she falls upon the high
eommendation of his love, exalting the praise of her husband Christ
above the sky; which kindled such a strong affection in her, that she
seemed to be far from him, not near enough unto him; she called
unto him therefore, that the would draw her nearer unto him: "Draw
me, and we will run after thee;" and that she may come nearer, she
begs of him, to tell her where she may find him in a nearer
communion with him, than yet she had.

Hereupon, her part being ended, Christ begins to tune his note to an
higher strain, in answering the church, "If thou knowest not, O thou
fairest amongst women," saith he; here, after his commendation of
her, he directs her where she may meet with him: by the footsteps of
the flocks; by the tents of the shepherds. And, then he falls again
upon exalting, and commending her excellent perfections, by many
and several comparisons: the church, by and by, in ver. 16. retorts
the commendation he gives her, upon him again: "My believed is
fair; behold, my beloved, thou art fair, yea, pleasant."

Thus you see, here is a making forth of the praises of each other's
excellency, and of the high esteem each hath of other in their mutual
discourse. Christ saith of the church, "Thou art the fairest among
women;" she replies again, "Behold thou art fair;" and thus they go
on in admirable expressions of the praises of each other. It would be
too large to run over all the particulars of the sweet intercourse
between them.

In the text Christ retorts the commendation back again unto the
church, before she had given him: she having begun to fall into the
high commendation of her love, he follows: she retorts it upon him,
Christ will not have it rest there; he will have the last word, as [ may
say; he retorts it back again to her, saying, "Thou art all fair, my
love, there is no spot in thee." So that here is an out-vying, as it
were, between Christ and his church, which should mount highest in
the praise of each other, extolling the excellency of each other unto
the skies; the burthen of the song being this still, "Thou art fair; thou
art all fair, my love." In it, observe in general, the high
commendation that Christ gives of and to his church; in which note,



1. The most gracious amiable title that Christ gives unto her, he calls
her love, the sweetest title a husband can give a wife; but there is an
addition of one article, that mightily advances the endearedness of
Christ, in respect of the speciality thereof; namely, "My love; thou
art all fair, my love."

2. The matter of the praise, and commendation, that Christ gives to
his church, it is expressed in that which is accounted most desirable,
fairness; "Thou art fair;" but in this there is a double addition that
exceeds the praise the church gives unto Christ before; the church is
not only fair, but all fair.

3. For the further illustration of this beauty, there is a second
addition: "Thou hast no spot in thee."

4. The time of which Christ speaks: every man receives this
principle, that in heaven, there shall be perfection of beauty, in
which the church shall stand. But if Christ had spoken of the state of
glory, he would have declared himself in the future tense, "Thou
shalt be all fair my love." But it is observable, he speaks here in the
present tense, of the present time of the church, as he hath
communion with her here in this world; "Thou art all fair." There is
a great deal of difference; it is one thing to say of a man, thou shalt
be rich, and another thing to say thou art rich. It is true, the church
shall be all fair in glory, and it is as true, the church is all fair now:
"Thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee." That these
words are the language of Christ unto his church, appears, if you
consider, what is spoken before; there is the commendation of the
breasts; now, this hath reference to the spouse; but most plainly it
appears in the words that follow," Come with me from Lebanon, my
spouse," saith Christ: either they must be the words of Christ to the
church, or of the church to Christ; but they cannot be the words of
the church to Christ, for she doth not call him spouse, for the word
spouse is spoken in reference to the woman, and not the man. You
have it further cleared in the contents of the chapter, which shew the
drift of the whole: the author of them holds forth according to the
Hebrew, where the genders are more distinct than in English, that
these very words are the expressions of Christ unto his church.
Whereby you see, that this is no new doctrine, neither is it set forth
by any obscure person, being delivered by Solomon, or rather by
Christ, personaled by Solomon, that the church should be all fair,



and without spot.

The proposition is briefly this, that the love of Christ is all fair and
without spot. You may member, beloved, that I have hitherto at
large endeavoured to set forth the gospel of our blessed Saviour, in
the first great part thereof (the gospel consisting principally in two
things, the negative and the affirmative privileges of the members of
Christ, their great privilege and invaluable benefit, being, 1.
Exemption from evil; and, 2. A participating of all good.)

All the discourse I have had with you hitherto, hath had reference
principally to the former branch of the gospel, settling forth to you
the gracious discharge of the members of Christ from all iniquity;
and so consequently from all the fruits of iniquity, in these words;
"And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all; and I have
further shewed yon, how the people of God, and members of Christ,
partake of such discharge, which is the way of God, by which the
sons of men, believers, can have their portion, and their possession
of this immunity, and that out of I John ii. 1. "If any man sin," &c.

It was in my thoughts, beloved, to have made present progress into
the text that I have read unto you; but yet in some respect a necessity
lies upon me to give you a brief touch of some things I have
formerly delivered, by way of acquitting myself from injurious
slanders. It is, and hath been my portion, and not unknown to many
of you, that while I have laboured freely, and by the assistance of the
Spirit of the Lord, to make known his mind to the comfort and rest
of the weary and heavy laden, I myself have not wanted my burthen;
yet were it not for the gospel's sake, lest that should receive
prejudice, I should never open my mouth to vindicate a truth, as it
concerns myself, in so public a way. But as there hath been most
false imputations laid upon me, in respect of the gospel, so for the
sake of that only, I shall acquit myself publicly before you of such
things as are most injuriously charged upon me.

1. It hath been affirmed, and that by persons who have gone for men
of credit, and consequently the wound must strike the deeper, and
the report take the greater impression; it hath been given forth, I say,
that in my discourse among you, I should deliver to you, that the
active and passive obedience of Christ, as God and man, in reference
to both his natures, hath not a sufficiency in it to make up a



compleat righteousness for us; and further, that the ground of it
should be this, namely, that Christ did not perform the several duties
of the several revelations wherein many persons stand; as the office
of a magistrate, and the relation of a husband, &c. For the
vindicating of myself herein; I shall repeat the matter I delivered
before, and you shall also know the truth of what my judgment is in
this thing, and then leave it to the church of God, whether it be a
slander or no. This I then said, that the active and passive obedience
of Christ properly, are the actions and passions of the human nature;
for the divine nature is not subject to obedience, because there is not
any superior whom it should obey, neither is it subject to passion;
God cannot suffer; and therefore doing the commands, and suffering
the punishments, are more proper to the human nature; and this is
but a mere creature, and therefore the actions of it, as a creature,
cannot extend to a proportion answerable to the injury done by sin to
God: for this cause, I say, as I said before, there must be an addition
of virtue from the divine nature of Christ to make the active and
passive obedience of the human nature a cornpleat righteousness. So
that all I said is this, that the actions and passions of the human
nature are not sufficient to make up our righteousness compleat, but
there must be something of the divine nature superadded, to raise up.
one proportionable to the transgressions we commit. And that
expression concerning the not performing of duties of these several
relations, was only to this purpose, to shew wherein the human
nature of Christ in obedience, did not fulfil every thing in particular,
which is the duty of a man; and that therefore the divine nature of
Christ, by the eminent dignity thereof, is, as I said before, to make
up the righteousness a compleat one. Concerning this, whether it be
truth or no, let the church judge, Christ, as God and man, it is well
known, I used not the word, neither had I the thing in my mind, nor
in my tongue, to the purpose they alledge it against me: in a word,
this, I say, that Christ, as God and man, hath in himself an absolute
compleatness of righteousness for all the elect; there need not be a
going forth from Christ to any thing besides for a perfect
righteousness.

2. There is another charge, deep indeed, and I appeal to you, that
frequently heard me, whether ever you heard any such thing from
me, namely, that by way of inference I should deny Christ; how true
this is, let the whole course of my ministry witness, which altogether



aimed and endearouted the exalting of him above all the creatures in
the world; and, except my being so busy with this truth, become an
occasion of so manifest slanders and false aspersions that are raised,
I know not what should be the cause of them. But, beloved, how is it
that I should deny Christ? in that, say they, I deny repentance unto
life. Now, whether ever I did so, I appeal to you that heard me; this,
I say, concerning faith and repentance unto life, that neither have
any efficacy of their own to produce life; but those that attain to life,
in time the Lord giveth them to believe and to repent indeed.

But, 3. Another charge is more strange than all the rest; this I must
touch also. I will name no persons, nor hint them; my scope is to
deliver plainly unto you the truth of my own thoughts, and so lie
under censure, or be acquitted. The charge is, that I should affirm,
that should an elect person live and die a whoremonger and an
adulterer, and in all kind of profaneness; and, though thus living and
dying, shall be saved; which, how contrary it is unto the whole
course of my ministry, ye are witness; I dare be bold to say, you all
know it to be a gross, notorious, and groundless slander. You know,
a person being elect, it is impossible he should miscarry, and not be
saved. Either God's election must be frustrated, which is impossible,
or he that is elected to salvation must attain unto it. I think none of
those that have cast this imputation upon me will deny it; but withal,
this. I said before, and so I say still, there is no elect person, suppose
him to be capable, and to come to years, shall die before he be
called, that is, before the Lord gives faith to him to believe, and in
some measure frame him to walk by the Spirit according to his rule:
in a word, this person is changed in conversation: the principle is
this; "He that beliveth shall be saved, and, he that believeth not shall
be damned:" and, "No unclean thing shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven." Every soul, therefore, being elected, as it shall be saved at
last, so is it, or shall in time be, called and enabled to believe and
walk as a child of light. If this be not true doctrine, then I desire my
mouth may be stopped.

Having thus endeavoured to take off those aspersions, though not in
respect of myself, yet in respect of some of you, who peradventure,
may receive such things for truth, especially coming out of the
mouths of such persons as those from whom the charge comes; I
come to the text I have taken to handle, namely, "Thou art all fair,



my love, there is no spot in thee." I shall say but little concerning the
latter branch of it, it having been all my work heretofore to set forth
this immunity we have by the blood of Christ, the cleansing from all
sin: I shall keep myself to the former branch, "Thou art all fair, my
love." Let us therefore take into consideration these particulars, that
will give some hint of the grace revealed here. I. Who this /ove is, of
whom Christ speaks. 2. Why this person that is so fair, is here called
my love. 3. What this fairness is that is appropriated to her. 4. What
it is for her to be all fair. 5. When this time is that she is all fair:
"Thou art all fair, my love."

I. Who this is that is called the love of Christ: the next words will
unriddle the question, "Come with me from Lebanun, my spouse."
The love of Christ then here, is the spouse of Christ; and, beloved; if
you knew all, yon would soon see what glorious, unspeakable, and
unsearchable excellencies are contained in this grace, that the church
should be admitted into the bosom of Christ, to be his very spouse.
There are two things very considerable by which you may perceive,
at the least, some of the glory and excellency of this privilege. 1. If
you consider the inequality of the persons that are matched. 2. The
great privilege that issues from such a match. The word spouse, is
nothing but a title of relation, in reference to a husband: now, I say,
first consider the inequality of the persons matched, and therein you
shall see admirable condescending grace. I remember, in I Sam.
xviii. 23. when the servants of Saul came to David, to make mention
of Saul's mind concerning his marrying his daughter, David was in a
kind of astonishment; and when they spake to him of the matter, he
replied, "Seemeth it a light thing unto you, to be the king's son-in-
law, seeing I am a poor man, and lightly esteemed?" This was
strange news to poor David; what, presently to marry the king's
daughter, and be the son-in-law to a king, being a poor man as I am,
is this a small matter in your eyes? Much more may we be
astonished, that we, poor miserable wretches, should marry the Son
and Heir of the world, nay, the Son and Heir of Glory. Shall this
seem a light matter to you to be the spouse of a King, to be the sons
and daughters of a King of kings? It was an admirable witty
expression of Abigail in 1 Sam. xxv. 41. when David sent
messengers unto her, to commune with her, to take her to be his
wife, she in humility replied to the messengers thus, "Let thy
handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my Lord;"



a high strained compliment, if it had been a mere one; but as it was
real, so it expresses the great distance she conceived there was
between herself and David; and therefore doth not spare to shew her
thoughts of her great unworthiness to be matched with him; this is
an office good enough for me, to wash the servants feet, and not to
lie in the bosom of David; why, what a great matter was this; she
was as rich as David; and she was very beautiful, and her stock and
parentage was as good as David's; there was but this difference, a
kingdom was promised to David, and he was anointed king, but yet
for the present, a persecuted anointed; but notwithstanding she
admires the great condescending of David, that he should take her to
be his wife. Oh then, beloved, what must be the condescending of
the Son of God, the heir of the world, and the express image of the
Father, and the brightness of his glory, as you have it in Heb. i. 3. to
stoop to match himself to a creature; surely, I say, it were a great
condescending. Bat since he was so pleased to condescend so low as
to match himself to a creature, he might well have chosen the
highest lineage and most noble stock of creatures, he might have
matched himself with angels, but this makes his condescension more
admirable; he descended lower, "he took not upon him, (saith the
apostle) the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham." And,
beloved, were it to creatures, and the lowest simply, the
condescension had not been so great. There may be some beauty in a
country maid, though homely attired, as well as there may be in a
great personage in richest apparel, of great stock and portion, Had
there been beauty, though there had been no lineage, nor noble
blood, this were something; but as the blood became ignoble, and
traiterous, in respect of the first father's rebellions and treasons, so
this traiterous blood could not contain itself within its bounds; but as
the prophet Isaiah speaks, ch. i. 6. "From the crown of the head, to
the sole of the feet, there is nothing but wounds, and bruises, and
putrifying sores, and loathsomeness in blood: even such, as that
person is cast out to the loathing of its person, that no eye could
pity:" that Christ should take such a nasty beggar, such a beggar, as
stinks above ground, as we may say, in regard of its filthiness; that
hath no sound part, being full of blotches, and sores, and
putrifactions, running over all parts, from head to foot; I say, that
Christ should take such a creature, and no place should serve it, but
his bosom, his bed; and no communication, but the nearest that



possibly may, or can be imagined; even a communion that extends
itself to a kind of oneness, and highest degree of unity. Oh, the
astonishing greatness of the love of Christ! They are said to be one
flesh, as Christ and his church are set forth by the Holy Ghost, in the
union between man and wife; so that, beloved, the church, as she is
the spouse of Christ, is made one flesh with him.

You have some monstrous births in the world sometimes, that have
had some deformed parts growing unto them; as you may see at this
time, in some place about this town; a young man with another
youth, as I may say, united to him at his belly; whereby he is
exceedingly deformed, and very much troubled with the burthen of
it, and almost poisoned by the noisomeness of it; whereby, the life
of him that bears it, becomes worse than death to him. Beloved, such
were some of us; nay, such were all of us, by nature; when Christ
first took us, we were such monsters, filthy, loathsome, and ugly.
And, though we were thus by nature, yet Christ has admitted us, not
only into his house, and now and then into his presence, but to sit
continually before him; yea, to be his spouse; he makes us "flesh of
his flesh, and bone of his bone;" what a condescending is this! It is
true, beloved, Christ covenants, and accordingly he hath done this;
namely, cleansed this person, after he coupled himself to it: but, I
say, to take persons before this change, in such a loathsome, filthy
condition, and make them one with himself, is so strange a
condescending, that all the world is not able to parallel it? no, not
come near this act of Christ: a king may, peradventure, fancy some
worthiness, beauty, something or other, that may be pleasing to him
in a beggar, and marry her, for that he fancieth to be of worth and
delight in her; but, beloved, how could Christ cast his love on such
persons, whom he knew were such filthy ones; who, even when he
came in the sweetest and fairest ways to woo, spit poison in his face,
being full of enmity, stubbornness, and rebellion, even bitter enmity
against him; flinging from him, as the greatest enemy? Beloved, by
nature, every person, till Christ himself tame him, hath a spite
against him, and fights against him, and is so full of malignity
against him, as to cast dirt even in his thee; and yet for all this
inequality and disproportion between Christ and him, he makes this
loathsome, wretched person, this rebel and traitor, his spouse.

Now, beloved, if the Lord but open your spirits, to look into this



inequality, and see not only the distance, but even the extreme
contrariety between Christ, considered as he is in himself and you in
yourselves, how can you but break forth into admiration, even to
astonishment? It is a notable expression, 1 John iii. I. "Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God! Now we are the sons of God; and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be." John begins with this note of
admiration, Behold, and follows it with an interrogation, as not
being able to answer it himself "What manner of love is this?" Why,
wherein expressed? "That we should be called the sons of God."
This is a great love, and yet ye know, that sonship is a relation
below a spouse: how then should we break forth, if it were possible,
into a higher admiration than ever he did, and say, "Behold, what
manner of love is this, that we, poor miserable creatures, should be
called the spouse of Christ! Now, we are the spouse of Christ; but it
doth not yet appear what we shall be."

2. It remains to consider, the privileges of this relation, and therein
see the great loving-kindness and unsearchable goodness of our
God, that is pleased to match his own Son unto us, and by such a
match, to make us partakers of such excellent and glorious
privileges and imununities. I will but name them: 1. As we are the
spouse of Christ, so we are the children of God; he that marrieth the
king's daughter, becometh the king's son by that match; but, that is
not all, 2. By this match, we become heirs; if sons, then heir's, heirs
of glory, joint-heirs with Christ; a great privilege, if you consider all
the wealth and riches you have by Christ. 3. This relation intitles the
spouse of Christ, to all that ever he hath; to all his honours, and to all
his communicable titles. 4. It secures the church, the spouse of
Christ, from all arrest, from actions, and all suits; let the debts be
never so great, the creditors cannot come near her for one farthing:
the consideration of this will add also to the exalting and magnifylng
of the exceeding riches of the grace of God in Christ to men, to shew
what a blessed condition this spouseship is, to those that are
strangers unto both; hearing the love of the church, to be the chiefest
of ten th