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The participants in our master degree programme “Leadership, Politics and Management” 

graduate with the degree title “Master of Arts in Political Management”. As the programme’s 

course coordinator, I am responsible for making sure future graduates are thoroughly prepared 

for the complex challenges linked to leadership in our state and society. One of the main 

reasons for this complexity lies in the exponential rise of digital technologies. As I was 

looking for best practice examples for my postgraduate students, I soon became aware of the 

project “Digital Agenda Vienna” that is coordinated by Ulrike Huemer.  

 

The Digital Agenda Vienna focuses on key goals that I believe to be of central importance for 

a society that embraces democracy, sustainability and solidarity.  

 

 Implementing participation in daily life 

 Transparency towards citizens 

 Respecting and promoting diversity  

 Providing opportunities for innovation at the interface between public administration, 

politics, and technology 

 Using digitalisation as a chance for social sustainability  

 

Rather than being used as empty catch phrases, each of these goals is endorsed and applied by 

the project coordinator herself, and implemented with the help of the Digital Agenda network 

that has grown over many years. This is why our University of Applied Sciences, FH Campus 

Wien, has enlisted Ms Huemer’s cooperation in sensitising our students, especially future 

decision-makers and leaders in politics and public administration, to this topic and its 

importance. Our focus course “Open Government Management” uses the Digital Agenda 

Vienna as an example for the central role of digitalisation.  

 

  



Over the years, the Digital Agenda Vienna has developed into a central hub for experts who 

have realised that society needs to find answers for the future of democracy in the digital age. 

A project like this, implemented at the interface between public administration, politics, civil 

society and businesses, can effectively help students develop an increased awareness of the 

intentions and requirements different stakeholders have in the context of digitalisation. Our 

systems are becoming more fragmented and more closely networked at the same time. From a 

cybernetic perspective, the Vienna Digital Agenda is a significant contribution to clarity, 

innovation and orientation that provides a much-needed counterbalance to the increasing 

complexity of our times.  

 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Professor Dr Peter Grabner  
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