
The more we know –
the worse it gets..

What we know, What we done and What we do
about the mines in the Baltic Sea
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The Age of Wars
1914-1945

”A sunken mine is a disposed mine”
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Russian Civil War 1918-1920

World War I & Russian Civil War

World War I: 60 300 mines
Russian Civil War: ~5000 minor

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


World War II

109 015 mines & 20 134 sweep obstacles
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Mine disposal method 1914-1920
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Okunskapens tid
The Age of Unawareness

1994-2003

”The less you know, the more simple it is”

(Some nations opinion about the UXO-problems) 
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The intelligence picture of 
historic minefields (1994-2007)
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The Age of Enlightenment
2003-2006

”If we know and don't do anything 
and something happens – then we are smoked..”

(Expressed in 2004 by a Captain when the research result
were presented for the RSwN CINC for first time)
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”The Mysterious Minelines”
Spring-Summer 2003
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Minechart from 1919
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COMSwMCC mission

”Analyse if the remaining mines still can 
be a security threat to shipping, fishery, 

sea research, exploration of the sea 
resources and military activities.”
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Predictable Remaining Mines

DeactivatedDeactivated

SunkenSunken whenwhen disposeddisposed ””ChairsitterChairsitter””

SunkenSunken
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In all areas where mines 
have been laid, in general, 

mines still remains
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The Age of Change
2006-2010

”Avoid they who can be avoided –
Dispose only they who is essential to be disposed”

(The modern opinion)
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Baltic Ordnance 
Safety Board

SWEDEN, GERMANY, DENMARK, POLAND, LITHUANIA, LATVIA, 
ESTONIA, FINLAND and NATO
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The purpose of BOSB

Baltic Ordnance Safety Board (BOSB) is an 
initiative of nations in the surroundings of the 
Baltic Sea with the aim to make a joint effort to 
gather and share information about Historic 
Ordnance and prioritize areas of interest in the 
Baltic Sea area in order to enhance maritime 
safety. If requested BOSB will provide guidelines 
and recommendations for Mine Counter Measures 
(MCM) and Historic Ordnance Disposal activities in 
the Baltic Sea area.
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The purpose of BOSB

Baltic Ordnance Safety Board (BOSB) is an 
initiative of nations in the surroundings of the 
Baltic Sea with the aim to make a joint effort to 
gather and share information about Historic 
Ordnance and prioritize areas of interest in the 
Baltic Sea area in order to enhance maritime 
safety. If requested BOSB will provide guidelines 
and recommendations for Mine Counter Measures 
(MCM) and Historic Ordnance Disposal activities in 
the Baltic Sea area.
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Baltic Ordnance Safety Board
priority system
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Criteria for prioritizing
MCM-operation areas

• Activities (1-7p)

– Shipping 
– Fishery  (not implemented yet)

• Depth (<60 m) (1-7p)

• Intelligence (1-5p)

• Mine density (1-7p)

• Clearance (-1- -7p & -26p)

• Seabed conditions (Yes/No)

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


Raster
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”Size of a pixel” = 0,5 x 1 Nm

Baltic Grid
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Points

Intensity of shipping
Based on 7 days AIS-tracking

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


Depth
Points 0-60 m depth

Points
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Points

Intelligence
Based on quality of source and accuracy of positioning of each minefield

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


Points

Density of mines
Based on numbers of mines in each minefield
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Points

Clearance
Based on clearance results from operations 1995-2009
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Intensity of shipping

Depth

Intelligence

Density of mines

Clearance
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Priority

Total points
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Priority

Prioritized areas - Depth >60 m 
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Priority

Prioritized areas - Depth >60 m - Clearance 
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Priority

Prioritized areas 1-3 - Depth >60 m - Clearance 
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Priority

BOSB supported operations

OPEN SPIRIT 08
MCOPLAT 09

OPEN SPIRIT 09

BALTOPS 09

SAFETY
CLEARANCE 10

DANHOD 10

DANHOD 10

ESTHOD 10

OPEN SPIRIT 10

NORTHERN COASTS 10
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Upcoming criteria for prioritizing
MCM-operation areas

• Activities (1-7p)

– Shipping & anchorage areas ?
– Fishery  (not implemented yet)

• Depth (<60 m) (1-7p)

• Intelligence (1-5p)

• Mine density (1-7p)

• Clearance (-1- -7p & -26p)

• Seabed conditions (Yes/No)

• Biology ?
• Chemical ?
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Cod Spawn Areas
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Cod Spawn Areas + ”SAMBAH”-sonars
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Cod Spawn Areas + ”SAMBAH”-sonars + Mine Danger Areas
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The Age of Knowledge
20??- ∞

”The more we know – the worse it gets…”
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Exploration of the Seabed
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Wind power and Oilrigs
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Cables
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Oil, Gas and Cabel Projects
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National areas of interest concerning Wind power
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Known Mine Danger Areas
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Known Dumping Areas
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You can also ad:

- Combat areas

- Abandoned Fire- and 
Exercise Areas

- Wrecks with 
dangerous cargo

- etc. etc. etc.

Known Fire- and Exercise Areas
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The more we know – the worse it gets..

.. for they who safely wants to explore the Baltic Sea seabed 
without any extra costs for ammunition surveys

On the other hand “The more we know-the more easy it will 
be” to avoid the contaminated areas and/or surgically clean 
them and to develop methods/equipments to minimize the 
damage, when cleaning the Baltic Sea, to they who lives 
there

The contaminated areas which will be explored and which the 
national and international MCM-resources can't bare to cope 
with will be cleared by other actors..

..and this Age has just begun 

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


Thank you for your attention
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