
ISTA Certificate Issuance Requirements



 The International Seed Testing Association was founded in 1924.

 ISTA members consists of Member Laboratories and Personal Members from 83 countries.

 More than 130 of the Member Laboratories are accredited by ISTA and entitled to issue ISTA 
Certificates. 

 ISTA acts free from economic interest and political influence, and is 
unbiased, objective and fair.

 ISTA works in developing standard seed testing methods, facilitates the 
trade of seeds and makes a valuable contribution to food security.



ISTA Certificate Benefits

 An increased acceptance of seed lots reduces costs and improves 
sellers’ credibility for their products.

 The risk of shipping seeds with faulty results on the test report is 
minimised.

 In some countries, the export of seed is only permitted if the seed lot is 
accompanied by an ISTA Certificate.

 Seed producers themselves can apply for Accreditation 
for their laboratory.

For the seed seller:



For the seed buyer:

ISTA Certificate Benefits

 ISTA Certificates provide the seed buyer with confidence that the results on the test 
report correspond to the quality of the seed lot.

 The use of an ISTA Accredited Laboratory to test seed lots indicates that seeds have been tested by 
internationally accepted methods. This is particularly important for the international trade of seeds.

 In some countries, the import of seed is only permitted if the seed lot is accompanied by an ISTA 
Certificate.



How to complete ISTA Certificates

ISTA Orange International Seed Lot Certificates (OIC) 

ISTA Blue International Seed Sample Certificates (BIC)






