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Background information : Corals belong to phylum Coclentél 2:‘; (indiv'\duals .
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Example 1. Brain Coral (Genus: Meandrina)
1) The distinguishing feature of this anthozoan C
n, hence called brain cor

which resemble the mammalian brai

ocean, West Indies and Florida.
2) Iti ' I
) Itis a giant colony of round masses of limestone and may measure at
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3) Thereis an accumulation of several gen
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ps contract during day time when they are dormant while they are agile at nightin

extended form.
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Fig : 2.1 Brain coral
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Fig : 2.3 Staghorn coral

Fig : 2.4 Mushroom coral



cxample 3. Staghorn Coral (Genus:Madrepora)

1) It is. a_C(.)lonial marine anthozoan mainly found in Australia, West Indies and |
India it is found in Arabian Sea. ’

2) The colony is branched resembling antlers and therefore called staghorn or h
3) Itis made up of small polyps with perforated cylindrical cups.

4) The gastro-vascular cavity of each polyp is divided into bilaterally arranged c«
by septa or mesenteries.

5) Terminal polyps bear six tentacles while lateral polyps bear twelve tentacle
6) This coral is the main contributor in the formation of coral reefs.

mple 4. Mushroom Coral (Genus:Fungia)

1) Itis a solitary, free-living, marine polyp.

2) Itis amushroom shaped anthozoan and occurs in warm seas usually in Gu
3) Itis large, disc-like, convex on the upper surface and concave on the lo
1) Septa are connected together by calcareous rods called synapticula.
) It undergoes budding continuously throughout life thus forming a plats

) Mushroom coral is therefore also referred as plate coral.
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Exalnple 1. S. The anima] I

als which show such relationship are called symbionts.
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i i e enzyme cellulase.
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B. CAMOUFLAGE

flage as an adaptation of animal behaviour.

}rm/ To st}de camou

QMO L o leapn . .
Background Information: Camouflage is an adaptation by which an animal is able to hide himse\f
from predator and prey. It increases the animal’s chance of survival and reproducing. Camouflage

isused by organisms to blend with their surroundings and mask their location, identity and movement

Example 1. Leaf insect.
1. This insect is green coloured and resembles the green leaves of plants.
2. It shows a high degree of camouflage as body, wings and legs are flattened like leaves of

plants.
The wings are vestigial and become veined like leaf veins.

3.
This insect resembles and appears like foliage, so that they almost are invisible and are

protected from their enemies.
To further confuse the predator this insect moves in a manner similar to a real leaf being

blown by wind.
An example of leaf insect found in India is Phyllium scythe.
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Example 2.Chameleon
Chameleon is a tree dwelling lizard with laterally compressed body.

1.

2. Ituses camouflage to hide from predators, to hide when it stalks prey and during courtsh
and mating rituals.

It is capable of changing the colour of its skin according to the surrounding,

3.
4. The skin has numerous chromatophores which can alter the amount of exposed pigmen
the skin so that animal appears darker or lighter matching with the background.

The colour of skin can change to green, yellow, brown or even black.
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