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Learning Outcomes of this session:
• Overview of Germany’s educational system

• Recent educational reforms - e.g. nuances of the 12 vs 13-

year Abitur that vary among the states (Länder). 

• Advanced credit for the Abitur, or Maturity Certificate?

• Dual System - Cooperative Work-Study Degree Program 

• Recent developments from the Bologna Process 

• Special degrees: Teaching, Medicine, and Law

• Sample credentials and helpful clues 



German Educational System - Overview

Integrated School - 3 
graduation paths

Gymnasium – Abitur (12-13 years)

Realschule – Mittlere

Reife (10 years)
Hauptschule – Erster

Schulabschluss (9 years)

Kindergarten – all age < 6 

Elementary School – all grade 1-6



Gymnasium – Abitur

-> all higher education 

institutions

Berufsoberschule –

Fachhochschulreife

-> all fields at 

Universities of Applied 

Sciences

-> field specific 

admission possible at

universities

https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/Dokumentation/en_2017.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/informationen-zum-deutschen-bildungssystem.html

Hauptschule & 

Realschule

-> Vocational 

training -> 

Studying 

possible at 

University of 

Applied 

Sciences

-> Abitur via 

evening classes

-> Admission to 

universities 

possible



Arguments for G8/K-12

• Year 11 considered waste of 

time - no new content

• Earlier graduation - earlier 

contribution to workforce

• Eligible to study earlier or use 

time for gap year

Arguments against G8/ K-13

• Too stressful for students (studies 

can’t proof that)

• Longer days to accommodate for 1 

year less for same content. (ZEIT 

reports only 165 min more per week)

Abitur after K-12 or K-13?
Gymnasium G8 or G9?

Heated debate where „facts don‘t play a role anymore“ 
(https://www.zeit.de/2016/43/abitur-g8-g9-laenge-schullaufbahn-pro-contra
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Länder’s choice

G8 or G9: Where do the Länder stand?

Mostly G8 (Exceptions with G9)
Mostly G9 (Exceptions with G8)

Länder‘s choice

• According to the ministry, there 

were no significant differences 

between the years.

• Studies on the performance of 

students in the eight-year 

course show at best a small 

influence of the shortening of 

the education course on the 

students’ achievements.

• In former GDR states: Abitur 

after 8 years.

• In former West German states: 

Abitur after 8 and 9 years.

http://www.phv-
saar.de/index.php/aktuelles/faktencheck-
g8-g9



• Students apply to specific major/minor at a certain university 

• Length: Generally 3 years (sometimes 4 years)

• 3 years = 180 ECTS credits (almost ⅔ of them in the major, 

20% in the minor + some electives and some key skills like 

scientific writing)

• No “liberal arts” component (covered at Gymnasium)

BUT: there are universities trying to introduce an American-

style Liberal   Arts Bachelor’s (Uni. of Freiburg, Uni. of 

Lüneburg)

German Bachelor’s



Dual System - Cooperative Work-Study Degree Program 

(Duales Studium) 

Quick Facts

● About 2000 participating companies

● Available in all 16 states/city states

● Wide ranging subject areas like 

Business, Engineering, Health, 

Design, Communication, Pedagogy, 

Tourism Management, Public 

Services

www.wegweiser-duales-studium.de/
https://www.bachelor-studium.net/duales-studium

Program Details

● Average length: 3 years

● Payed (400-1000 € per month first year)

● 4 dual system models:

1. Vocational training integrated study

2. Internship training integrated study

3. Work integrated study

4. Full-time employed - Part-time study

Training integrated study

Training integrated study

Training integrated study

Training integrated study



• Initial plan to phase out all by 2010 old degrees didn’t succeed

→ Diplom likely offered until 2020 at some institutions, mostly for 

Computer Science and Engineering, Math

→ Diplom Math offered again at TU Chemnitz in Saxony since 

2018/19

• Medicine, Pharmacy,Veterinary Studies and Dental Medicine

→ Staatsexamen - no plans to change

• Law

→ Special Law Exam - no plan to change

Bologna - 20 years after



Hochschule

• Approx. 181

• University

• Theory & research

• Awards up to the PhD

• Includes Kunsthochschule 
(art), Musikhochschule 
(music), Universität

• Entry req: Abitur

Fachhochschule (FH)

• Approx. 215

• University of Applied Sciences

• More applied & industry-oriented

• Programs usually have practical

• Awards up to Master

• Entry req: Fachhochschulreife



www.hochschulkompass.de



Grading Scale (Secondary)*

*IERF Suggested Conversion



Known as Abitur 
for short: 
12 or 13 years



Qualifikationsphase 
Q1 & Q2

What are the student’s 
strong subjects?



Prüfungsfächer
(exam subjects)

&
Durchschittsnote
(overall average)



Fachhochschulreife: 
12 years



Pre-Bologna

Grundstudium
(typically 4 
semesters)

Hauptstudium
(typically 4-6 
semesters)

Diplom: Diploma-Vorprüfung / Vordiplom Diplomprüfung / Hauptprüfung
(preliminary examination) (Diploma / main examination)

awarded in the natural or social sciences with 1 major

Magister:       Zwischenprüfung Magisterprüfung
(intermediate examination)                            (Magister examination)

awarded in the humanities and social sciences, 
with 1 major and 2 minors or 2 majors



Degree Certificate 
from a University
(Pre-Bologna)



Preliminary Examination Certificate Diploma Examination Certificate



Schein



Degree 
Certificate from a 
Fachhochschule
(Pre-Bologna)



Bologna

Bachelor
180-240 ECTS 

credits
Master

60-120 ECTS 
credits

Doktor
2-4 yrs

• Germany was one of the original Bologna signatory countries in 1998.

• In 2015/16, the 3-cycle structure made up 91% of the offerings in higher ed.

• Bachelor: 3 or 3.5 or 4 years

• Master: 1 or 1.5 or 2 years

Combined usually 5 years or 
300 ECTS credits



Types of Designations

Bachelor of Arts (BA)

Bachelor of Science (BS)

Bachelor of Engineering (BEng)

Bachelor of Laws (LLB)*

Bachelor of Education (BEd)*

Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA)

Bachelor of Music (BMus)

Master of Arts (MA)

Master of Science (MSc)

Master of Engineering (MEng)

Master of Laws (LLM)*

Master of Education (MEd)*

Master of Fine Arts (MFA)

Master of Music (MMus)



Degree Certificate Transcript



Transcript (Continued) Diploma Supplement



Degree Certificate 
from a 
Fachhochschule



Grading Scale (Postsecondary)*

Germany-University Level  United States 
1.0 - 1.5 Sehr Gut Very Good   A = 4.00 
1.6 - 2.5 Gut Good   B+ = 3.30 
2.6 - 3.5 Befriedigend Satisfactory   B-/C+ = 2.50 
3.6 - 4.0 Ausreichend Sufficient   C = 2.00 
4.1 - 5.0 Nicht Ausreichend Failure   F = 0.00 

 

*IERF Suggested Conversion



Medicine (2014)

Erster Abschnitt 
der Ärtzlichen 

Prüfung: 2 years

• Studies take place at a university; however, qualification validated by state exam

• Erster Abschnitt der Ärtzlichen Prüfung: 1st Phase of the Medical Exam, initial training

• Zweiter Abschnitt der Ärtzlichen Prüfung: 2nd Phase

• Dritter Abschnitt der Ärtzlichen Prüfung: 3rd Phase, including practical training = 6 yrs

Zweiter Abschnitt 
der Ärtzlichen 

Prüfung: 3 years
Dritter Abschnitt 
der Ärtzlichen 

Prüfung: 1 year

1.

2.

3.



Final Overall 
Physician 
Examination 
Certificate

(A certificate is also 
issued after each 
phase.)



Practical

Phase 2 
Examination 
Results



Physician’s 
License



Law
1.

Erste Juristische 
Prüfung

4-4.5 years 

• Studies take place at a university; professional qualification validated by state exam

• Erste Juristische Prüfung (1st law exam)

• Referendariat (2-year practical / traineeship)

• Zweite Juristische Prüfung (2nd law exam): confers right to practice 

• Bachelor of Laws (LLB) and Master of Laws (LLM) do NOT confer rights.

2.
Zweite Juristische 

Prüfung

Referendariat

(2 years)



First State 
Examination 
Certificate

(A certificate is issued 
after each exam.)



Transcript Issued 
by the University



Teaching
1.

Erste Staatsprüfung
3.5-4.5 years 

• Studies take place at a university; however, qualification validated by state exam.

• Erste Staatsprüfung (1st state exam): educational science & 2 subjects

• Referendariat (practical / traineeship)

• Zweite Staatsprüfung (2nd state exam) = confers the right to teach

2.
Zweite Staatsrüfung

Referendariat

(1.5-2 years)



B.Ed./M.Ed. in 2003 (varies by state)

BA / BSc in Education 
or B.Ed.
3 years

• Bachelor / Master in Education

• Erste Staatsprüfung (1st state exam)

• Referendariat (practical / traineeship)

• Zweite Staatsprüfung (2nd state exam) = confers right to teach 

Zweite
Staatsprüfung

M.Ed. or 
Erste Staatsprüfung

2 years

(Referendariat)

(1-2 years)





University-Issued 
Transcripts for 
B.Ed. & M.Ed.

Otherwise, only 
examination 
certificates 
available.



First State Examination Second State Examination



Questions?



Thank You!
Please complete the session evaluation using the AACRAO 

mobile app.

Session ID 1207
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