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I can do no better than quote the great 20th century American legal scholar 

Roscoe Pound:79 

“Law must be tempered with equity, even as justice with mercy. 
And if, as some assert, mercy is part of justice, we may say 
equally that equity is part of law, in the sense that it is necessary 
to the working of any legal system.”80 

Terence Etherton 

25.10.2017 

Please note that speeches published on this website reflect the individual 
judicial office-holder’s personal views, unless otherwise stated. If you 
have any queries please contact the Judicial Office Communications 
Team at website.enquiries@judiciary.uk. 

79 A distinguished American legal scholar who was Dean of Harvard Law School from 1916 to 1936. 
80 R. Pound, ‘The Decadence of Equity’ (1905) 5(1) Colum L Rev 20-35, 35. 
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