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- A Perfect
Ten

For the past 18 years the
Wharfedale Diamond has been
the UK’s most popular speaker.
In contrast to almost every other
loudspeaker manufacturer,
Wharfedale designs all its own
components and builds almost
every part in its own factories.

These award winning-speakers
incorporate the finest acoustic
engineering that Britain can offer.
The advanced technology of the
decoupled cabinets; the ‘Audio
Stealth’ moulded rock front and
backs; elliptically cut mineral
loaded sandwich cones;
magnetically linearised pole
pieces; double wound voice coils;
all continuing the dominance of
Wharfedale’s technological lead
since 1932.

Across the world, the UK’s No.1
best selling loudspeaker enjoys
the same reaction:-

Sound Quality

a 4 - .
o .0 .

Value for money

y 2 . 0 .1

’

) Again confirming that in every
¥ . way she's a perfect ten.

Wharfedale International Ltd. ‘5

Ermine Business Park Diamond 7.1* £99.95
Huntingdon e Diamond 7.2* £129.95
Cambs PE18 6WA J Diamond Anniversary £149.95

Tel: 01480 447700
www.wharfedale.co.uk World Radio History
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UST back from a
weekend at the
seaside, where

my only musical solace
was courtesy of a
‘stereo’ FM radio with
terminal interference
and 'speakers scarcely
visible to the naked eye.
Coming back to my own
hi-fi made the break all
the more worthwhile so,
thoroughly refreshed, |
welcome to you another
issue of HFW.

This month we carry
on from where last
month left off - with digi-
tal recording. Last
month it was Compact
Disc recorders, now it's
discs that are even
more compact! Six
MiniDisc recorders are
given the group test
treatment and the prod-
uct deemed the best is
compared with last
month’s CD recorder

november1999

world

champ - the Marantz
DR-700.

With the arrival of the
new digital formats,
what does the future
hold for CD players?
Arcam’s new Alpha 7SE
player is trumpeted as
the future of budget CD.
We give it a whirl to
investigate this claim.

If you've ever won-
dered how you can give
the audio performance
of your DVD player a
boot in the pants, and
you're lucky enough
to have a 24/96
digital output,
we have the
answer. One
of this
months’
reviewees,
the 24/96
DAC from
MSB delivers
outstanding perfor-
mance at an out-

standing price. Turn to
page 19 for a look-see.

All this plus
Meridian’s latest
pre/power combination,
Myryad’s T100 tuner,
Mission’s 773e floor-
standers . . .

Happy reading!

d uowis

ado

How we test the products

e Hi-Fi World has its own

advanced test laboratory and

acoustically treated listening

room.

e Hi-Fi World has a dedicated
in-house team of experienced
listeners. We review thoroughly
by extensive auditioning, rather

than by quick-fire group
listening tests.

EE e

e Hi-Fi World's engineering team designs a wide range of products in-house. No
other hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

2eee
OUTSTANDING -
Superb sound, some-
thing we’d use our-
selves.

2ee e @
GOOD - ADEQUATE - POOR -
Has strong merit. Mediocre in several Seriously flawed.
Well worth an areas. May be worth Not worth
audition. auditioning. considering.
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Reviews
v Amplifiers

27... TOKEN K50 INTEGRATED
Where should we be without a little inde-
pendence? Token’s K50 faces the world
without corporate mega-backing, but tries
to deliver the goods notwithstanding.
Richard White tries for a fair hearing.

37... MERIDIAN 501.2 & 556 PRE
AND POWER AMPLIFIERS

Although integrateds carry the day for con-
venience, separate pre and power ampli-
fiers offer a flexibility which many still find
altractive. Simon Pope listens to Meridian’s
double act to see if two’s company.

49... THULE SPIRIT INTEGRATED

From France, a stylish little integrated
which Jon Marks has been flirting with. At

£450, is the Spirit spirited enough? Is Jon all

set to name the
day?
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v Compact Disc
23... ARCAM ALPHA 7SE

Arcam’s stylish Alpha 7SE can be yours for
a modest £350. Competition is hotter than
ever in the CD player market so manufac-
turers are having to make every penny
count. Our man on the spot: Ebeneezer
Marks.

v Dac
19... MSB 24/96 DAC

When it comes to Digital-to-Audio conver-
sion, numbers are legion. Abacus-literate
Simon Pope tries out MSB’s natty little num-
ber to see if it can keep count.

V¥ Loudspeakers

21... MISSION 773

A man with a Mission, Noel Keywood
looks over a recent arrival from the
Huntingdon stables. With the 77 pedi-
gree well-established, are the 773s
worthy descendants of the line?

33... TECHNICS SB-Mo1

These £400 ‘speakers from Technics
are certainly the biz when it comes to
looks. Will their sound match their
cosmetics? Simon Pope investigates.

39... OPERA MINI

Having looked at inexpensive bookshelf
‘speakers in our September issue, we dis-

HI-FI WORLD



cover if shelling out more shillings brings
henefits in kind. Richard White crowhars
his purse open for the £299 Opera Minis.

50... EIKOS FR1

Qutside of the Lowther circle, there are not
many genuine full-range drivers available.
Jon Marks haunts the singles hars with the
new £800 Eikos FR1 from Acoustic
Precision and ponders the advantages ot
going it alone.

v MiniDisc
12... MINIDISC GROUP TEST

Time to acknowledge a new major-league
format? Our six-pack of MiniDisc recorders
all sell tor £300 or less; do they have the
muscle to race the big boys of CDR ard
R/W? The World Team investigates.

v Tuner
25... MYRYAD MT100

Myryadl’s top of the range tuner is a stylish
customer. It's down to Sirnon Pope to raid
the airwaves.

Hi-FI WORLD

Features 1
32... GOING DUTCH

Richard White visits the Dutch Master A}
van den Hul by the side of the {ex) Zuyder
Zee.

35... ON WITH THE SHOW

Hi-Fi World travels the wor,d as our Editor
has a look-see at the Berlin IFA Show. Tickle
your ears’ taste-buds (eh?) with our illustrat
ed report.

51... WHAT PRICE VINYL?
Computer audio guru David Price shows
that his heart’s in the right place as he looks
at some of the recent re-pressings to hit the
market. Stay tuned, pop-pickers.

71... CABLE PAGE

This month we take a decko at digital
cables in the range £50-£80.
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Crimson ks ~

campaign audio design

Getting a better. more involving sound often
means spending a lot of hard earned money. It's
such a waste, because every system can benefit
| from our cables and accessories. at a fraction of
| the cost of some new “bluck box". Here are

some of the ways we can help.

We have Linear Crystal Oxvygen Free Copper
interconnects (£12.48) up to High Purity Silver
cables (£89.00) and high definition loudspeaker

cables in Silver Plated Copper or Pure Silver.
Our mains cables add weight. power and scale.

and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-voltage protection (£3.00)
enhance performance still turther. Gold plated AV cables. both RF (£17.95) und

OFC Scart (£19.21). help bring picture quality in linc with NICAM sound resolution.

Vilves. capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform opti-

mally if vibrated. Qur set of three brass isolation cones are worth their weight in

gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath elec
tronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor

(£3.50). enabling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor. which has

been giving you that “'sat upon sound™ for years. There's lots we can do to bring
you closer to the emotion amd energy of the performance. So confident are we. that

we offer a 14 day money back guarantee.

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Llandudno Road (HW)
Cardiff CF3 8PG
Tel:- 01222 779401
Website: http://business.virgin.net/cad.cables/

EUROCARD

- I
ng Trade and International Enquiries Welcome. VISA
= (™= —

AUDIO See us at the Preston Show
30TH/31ST OCTOBER 1999
{[P%US][ON Rooms 515 and 516

’ll;:«lll,“lllblll;;llgl;y(nl: FAX: 01753 772532 SPECIAL SHOW DISCOUNTS
including the following

OFF!!'when you purchase
the MIRAGE Award
Winning
S-500 MICRO SYSTEM This
system also won best

when you purchase \QEARETRIY VRN
the MIRAGE Award A%

Winning FRX-S8
Active Subwoofer

SAV

Discount Vouchers available at the SHOW
or call us NOW - only available from
AUDIO ILLUSION
Vouchers redeemable up until 30th November 1999
*Mail Order Delivery Free of Charge*
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WORLD’S BEST AMPLIFIER
UNDER £1,0007?

WORLD VERDICT \
MVL INTEGRAL A2 @ © @ O

An excoellent performer with
any music. At present, it
would be hard to imagine

FEATURES

+ GREATER CLARITY AND REALISM achieved through patented circuitry and exiremely low distartion. the A2 being beaten at the
All instruments and voices sound real and whatever warmth or coldness was originaly recorded is revealed. Qico.

o 3 DIMENSIONAL SOUND STAGE brings every performance into the room. Lalbesls ) my

+ CONSISTENT SOUND QUALITY regardless of volume quality remains constant, whether at 0.5 Watt or at maximum rated output.

¢ CONSTANT CONTROL speaker drivers are both pushed and pulled, never allowed to float. minimising back EMF effect.

+ EASY COMPONENT MATCHING due to high tolerance to source components, leads, speaker impedence and sensitivity.

+ NO ‘BURN IN’' OR WARM UP REQUIRED sound is correct from first turn on, with no degradation of sound for the life of the

e 5 YEAR WARRANTY provided free cf charge.

o 100 Watts per channel RMS (8 ohms, both channels driven).

“If you've after a genuinely WORLD VERDICT
¢ 8§82 FREQUENCY CONTROL. Improves speaker performance transparent, natural and @ @ @ @
by adjustable matching of frequency response. effortless performer, the : ’ i
° §S5°3 PHONO STAGE. improves sound quality from Vinyl whilst A2+ is currently at the top Seanless, ""““r"‘l and very
) ] o o open, the A2+ sets the pace
reducing surface noise and rumble. of the pile. &t the price.
o NINE LINE INPUTS. Five record outputs. (All switchable) JONETGRIS. HIFYCRLE Ht-Ft WORLD JUNE 1999
le:*ucnuol.oov LTD  MASTIN ENGLAND S s I —— - =
PHONO co cD2 AUNI DISC CASSETTE 9‘7» = DAB ) F VER

N out N N out |

W': eur | N N ;_MI 1’—.
\‘\\’\’\ a19] o Esl ke 2 B ()
S

N '\AIA« AA[A:AAAA

AL CE. -

PLUS A RANGE OF OPTIONAL FEATURES NOT AVAILABLE ON ANY OTHER AMPLIFIER

@ OPTION PACK

e SS¢} TAPE Eliminates tape hiss on analogue cassette/tape whilst » §S§°7 MINIDISZ Improves quality of record / playback on MD
increasing frequency range. from all sources.

» §S°5 CD Enhances playback quality o7 C2 by removing ‘digital « S$S'8 FM Improves quality of FM / AM receivers.
edge' yet retaining original attack. « S$S°10 DAB Innproves quality of Digital Radio.

e §S%6 CD Enhances playback from and recording to CD. Improves « S§S"13 NICAM Improves quality of NIZAM receivers.
recordings, particularly fron vinyl records. e SS”I5 DAT Improves quality of record / playback on DAT.

MVL A2 £895 inc. VAT Opticn Pack: £354 inc. VAT. For more information ring 01953 850800
[
MVL MVL Technology Limited, Northiield Mill, ¥Wymoncham, Norfolk NR 18 0DF
Tel: +44 (0) 1953 850800 Fax: +44(0) 1953 851022 SOUND SENTINEL

. . ! . i . SYSTEMS
Sound Sentinel* manufactured under licence from Sound Sentin2l Systzms. Sound Sentinel® is a registered trade mark.
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Densen Audio Technologies,
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RECOTON

oudspeaker

heavyweights

OR the benefit of the uninitiated,
F Recoton are an international com-

pany based in Orlando, with
European and worldwide operations and
1997 sales worth well over £500 Million.

They have recently invited a number of
consumer-established brand names in

loudspeakers to shelter under their consid-

erable umbrella. These include Magnat,
Heco and Jensen and another two with an
immediate UK launch - Californian NHT
(Now Hear This) and AR (Acoustic
Research).

Acoustic Research, founded over forty
years ago, are famous the world over for
their high quality ‘speakers, which
brought audiophile sound to the man in
the street with the help of quality engi-
neering and sensible pricing. This tradi-
tion continues with the Recoton UK
launch of three new series: first, there is
the Status Line of five models. The S10
and S20 are both two-way bookshelf
designs, the S10 with a 5.5in
bass/midrange whilst the $20 uses the
6.5in driver used in all the other models.
Both use the 1in silk-dome tweeter (used
in all other models) and are priced at
£130 and £150. The trio of floorstanders

HI-FI WORLD

starts with the 2-way $30 , 3-way S40 and
the 3-way, 4 drive unit $50. To cater for
the ever-expanding AV market, also
included are two cenire speakers: SC1
and SC2.

RIGHTLY REGARDING AR as being
innovative designers, Recoton have put
together two other ranges of ‘speakers
which highlight this: the Phantom range
(not yet available in the UK), and the Hi-
Res range. All Hi-Res models feature a
new design titanium dome tweetes.
What's different about these drive units is
that they are coated with a ‘diamond
structure’, which gives them a distinctive
green hue! There are a total of twelve
speakers in the range, the top three of
which employ a Bob Carver/Sunfire side-
firing powered subwoofer,the remaining 3
floorstanding models having passive side-
firing subs. To complete the line-up there
are two front-ported standmounters, two
centre models and two powered sub-
woofers. Prices range from approx. £300
for the AR1 floorstanders down to £130
for the bookshelf AR17s.

NHT, who share their UK launch with
AR, enter the market with a slightly differ-
ent attitude to technology than their sta-
ble-mates. A Californian-based company,
their philosophy is based on designing all
the drivers in-house; nothing is oft-the-
shelf. They pride themselves on keeping
the crossovers simple and the perfor-
mance consistent.

They have two audiophile ranges start-
ing with the Performance Series of book-
sheif models. The baby aof the range is the
diminutive SuperZero two-way which has
a sealed cabinet and a sound quite beyond
its dimensions (we've managed to get a lis-
ten in!). This is augmented by the larger
SuperOne and a ‘Xu’ wall-mounted version
of each is available. Two subwoofers com-
plete the series, the SubOne and SubTwo.

The other range is the ‘audiophile’
Music Series which encompasses a slight-
ly off the wall feature in the guise of a 21
degree angled cabinet known as
Focussed Image Geometry. This, say NHT,
results in direct radiation (away from side
walls) which improves imaging, midrange
clarity and increases the sound stage.

FIVE MODELS make up the Music
series. The Model 1.5 is the stand-mount
design that uses the aluminium dome
tweeter with a 6.5in mid/bass unit. The
same drivers are used in the floorstanding
2.5i. The remaining two floorstanders are
the 2.9 and the flagship madel 3.3. Both
of these are four-way models employing a
side-loaded subwoofer: 10in for the 2.9
and 12in for the 3.3. An unusually deep
but narrow cabinet is utilized with the 3.3
which produces what NHT describe as
‘sound in extreme’. Lastly, despite the
range being predominantly audio-only
modeis, a centre ‘speaker has been
included in the range.

Most of these AR and NHT products
are available now; watch this space for
near-future reviews!

Recoton ICE & Audio,
Mews House,

PO Box 54,
Waterlooville,

Hants PO7 7GD
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Glve your music a

New Dimension.

SilverLine

‘Sell your soul to buy this, or suffer in eternity.
The best Hi-fi we've heard this year’
T3 June 1999

‘I have to applaud NAD for doing such a nice job with Silverline
Hi-fi Choice April 1999

‘Gorgeous build quality and a lush, smooth but close-detailed sound’
What Hi-fi? May 1999

New Acoustic Dimension

A new NAD for a new millennium
A stunning new range of true audiophile components
which set new standards - even for NAD

The SilverLine remains faithful to the traditional NAD philosophy
of high performance and sound quality combined with exce'lent
value for money and ease of use

Contact us at the address below for more information

AudioClub
Dept WHF, 15 Faraday Road
Aylesbury HP19 3RY
Tel 0700 00 AUDIO
0700 00 28346

w.nad.co uk




HI-HO
SILVER!

ILVERADO Loudspeakers say

that a floorstander should “stand

out from the crowd”. Well, so far
they certainly take this year’s prize for
the most, er..., difierent iinish to a cabi-
net. The ‘speaker in question is the new
Ryder model, which has a cabinet of
18mm MDF which is doubled in thick-
ness at the sides and the front. The drive
units are a 200mm polymer freated paper
cone, 150mm polymer treated paper
cone with an aluminum hexatech voice
cail and 28mm fabric dome tweeter.

1" you find the hand painted Lapis
Lazuli marble effect (£1545) as shown
here a little colourful, worry not. Piano
lacquer is available in a variety of
colours, as are real wood veneers. all
yours for the sum of £1395.

Silverado Loudspeakers,

128 Clithero Avenue,

Hanwell,

London W7 2BX

Tel: 0181 567 0260,

e-mail: silverado@skt.win-uk.net

Hi-FI WORLD

NAD

Sieren imegrated Amphfier € 300

S there no end to the energy of
Musical Fidelity? Not content with
having a quality product list as long as
your arm, there are now two more addi-
tions to the A Series. The A3CD is a 24-bit
CD player hased on the X-Ray, which con-
tinues the MF philosophy of delivering a
neutral and consistent performance at a
sensible price. Upgradability is available in
the form of a digital output for DAC use,
and the classic styling matches that of the
A3 and A300 amplifiers.
Also new is the A3 RDS tuner which
features the same styling as the rest of the
A3 models and is designed to give 98%

NOVEMBER 1999 I PAGE 11

performance froir an average strength sig-
nal, such is the apparent detail that has
been paid to its sensitivitv. The A3 Tuner
comes complete with full remote control.

Both the A3CD and the A3 Tuner are
available now, priced £799 and £599
respectively.

Musical Fidelity Ltd.,

MF House,

15-17 Olympic Trading Estate,
Fulton Rd.,

Wembley,

Middx. HA9 OTF

Tel: 0181 900 2866




for
the

HE digital recording phe-

I nomenon just seems to
grow and grow. Sales of
w both MiniDisc recorders and
CD recorders are relatively
high (and increasing) and if
it wasn’t for the in-car mar-
ket, cassette would already

have reached the buffers!
Even in the world of car

.......

PAGE 12 I NOVEMBER 1999

Record?

In this, our second instalment in the home recording saga, It’s the
- usual group test treatment for a selection of MiniDisc components
Ext Simon Pope and Richard White do the honours.

audio, things are changing. Most
new cars are offered with the
choice of of a CD player instead
of cassette, and MD players are
more common than you’d would
think - Kenwood and Pioneer, for
example, both have units which
are apparently very popular. It’s
a well- known fact that many
people use recording media for
car playback so motoring repre-
sents a handy foot in the door
for the newer kids on the block.

Last month we gave five CD
recorders the HFW treatment, so
this month we turn our attention
to the competition. MD has been
on the domestic market a while
longer than recordable CD, but
it’s only recently, mainly due to
prime-time television advertising
and bus shelter bombardment,
that the general populace are
really aware of the medium.

MiniDisc as a concept is sold
basically on its size, versatility
and the fact it has “CD” quality
sound. None of which can be
disputed. Also, the full size hi-fi
components, like those we’ve
assembled here, are generally
quite a bit cheaper than their CD
counterparts which tend to be
between £300-£1000. OK, so
there are MiniDisc recorders that
tip the scales at the top end of
this price bracket, but there is
also a recent abundance of new
machines below £300.

On the following pages we
look over six models from well-
known manufacturers which we
hope shows a representative
slice of the MD market and its
prices; how they behave, how
they sound and how they com-
pare with CD recorders in terms
of both performance and value
for money.

HI-FI WORLD



DENON DMD-1000 £300

HIS is an impressive machine that

has been around a while, but it is

still up there with the leaders. It's
by far the largest and
most ‘professional’
looking machine here.
I's good to the touch,
100, with no “placky’
knobs in reach. Round
the back there are two bosfeien s
optical inputs and one 1INIDISC
coaxial for digital
delivery and one analogue
input terminal. The
conversion is aided by Denon’s
own LAMBDA technology. The

DMD-1000 employs a 20 bit Delta Sigma machines. It may not have all the up-to- ble. Bass was deep and fast, and an almost

A/D convertor and features a barrel-laad the-minute features or a 24 bit DAC, put indiscernable lift at both the 1op end and

of editing ieatures including program the proof of the pudding is in the eating. botlom end actually helped the sound out

move, rehearsal (which enables you to a bit. With an analogue input courtesy of a

check editing in advance) and undo. LISTENING TO an Oribtal recording, Linn turntable, Brahms’ Fourth managed to
As regards sound, the DMD-1000 has we noticed that a full-bodied and airy caplure the essential ‘life’ that is the

the quality which we're coming lo expect sound was nicely caught, with none of the  quintessence of vinyl, making for very
from all the latest generation of MiniDisc brittleness to which this music is suscepti- involving and vibrant listening.

GOODMANS GMD 920 £160

OODMANS’ GMD 920 has a
certain style about it. It looks a

good deal less like hi-fi than the
other contenders although, as measure-
ment was lo prove, there is very little
meaningful difference between them all.

What may be more to the point
for anyone anxious just to try

——— L ——

Goodmans

MD out is that the 920 is con- | =

siderably cheaper than the oth- { I bl

ers at £160. —
In use, the Goodmans owes

more 1o portable practice than -

mainstream hi-fi. For our taste

perhaps rather 100 many of the -
function buttons are clustered
1

around the one dial, although

this obviously won't present a t
problem to computer games users.
-

Being slightly more fuddle-fingered - 920 is the most heavyweight logue vinyl gives itself
we occasionally found ourselves over- of items. The jog dial is inclined to ‘give’ away but any less exacling source is
recording previous entries, but this is a little, for example, This is not statement recorded without any problems.
something that more practice would cure.  engineering. With siightly more generously prapor-
There are phono sockets for analogue lioned buttons and perhaps a layout that
input and output, plus a single optical ter-  IF THESE little niggles are accepted as owes less to the ‘designer’ school, the
minal for use with compatible digital a co:larary of its price, the Goodmans Goocmans would be even more fighting
sources. works well. Sonically it’s a worthy litile fit. As it is, it can give the oid one two:
It cannot be truthfully claimed that the  item; as is usual a recording from ana- value and style. ¥y =
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T

MINIDISC

JVEC XM-228 £230

T £230, this product from the

Japan Victor Company is the

same price as the Technics
SJ-MD100. We reviewed this moclel on
its own earlier in the year, and thought it
would be beneficial 1o put it up against
the competition. The

case, recording quality wasn’t quite up 1o
the Technics’ standard. However the JVC
is by no means a duffer. Messiaen’s heav-

enly orchestral colours remained so when

recorded, but a liltle excitement went
astray in the transfer. Frequencies were

all present and correct, though, with no
hard sounds or bass bloom.

ORBITAL SUFFERED
a bit in the rhyithm stakes.
There is so much going on
here that it takes some-
thing very special to catch
all the intricacies and per-
cussive delails available.
Along with slightly ilabby
hass, all this resulted in a lack
of effective rhythmic drive.

Better times were a-coming, though,
with symphonic stuff on vinyl: the ana-
logue recording was uncannily close to
the original and was focussed and sharp;
the sound-staging and stereo information
were obvious very much present on what
was a very clear transcription.

What ultimately

immediate let-down
here is the fact that
there is only one dig-
ital input, and it's
optical. Optical
cable may very well
be the salvation of
communications but
it has yet to earn its
keep in audio.

This being the

WHAT THE TESTS MEAN

M INIDISC uses the same coding scheme
as CD so it has a similar basic perfor-
mance: frequency response out to 21kHz
and 96dB dynamic range. The big ditference
is that MiniDisc records to this standard.
ATRAC data reduction does not affect this.

Our tests measure performance through
the analogue-to-digital (ADC) convertor, then
through the digital-to-analogue convertor
(DAC).

Frequency response should extend from
5Hz or thereabouts up to 21kHz, within nar-
row 1dB limits, not a problem with these
recorders.

We measure distortion not only at high
level, where it is minimal in a digitat system,
but down to -60dB, where it typically reaches
0.3%-1%. Here the convertors differ,

PIONEER MJ-D508 £200

although not by large amounts.

The record amps, with their ADC, pro-
duce a little hiss and this adds dither to low
level signals, lessening distortion. Most of
the recorders would not resolve a -90dB sig-
nal due to hiss, but they got close and dis-
tortion was relativety low at around 11% -
better than CD, believe it nor not!

Cassette decks had a sensitivity of
100mV. There's no good reason why any
recorder should not be the same, but at pre-
sent few MDs are. There is variability here
and anyone intending to record from old
tuners, phono stages or other sources
needs to check compatibitity. Only Denon
seem to have addressed this point properly.

Finatly, don't be surprised that
all the MDs are alike. They are
based around Sony (or Sony
approved) chipsets and specifi-
cations. Sony police quality by
approving production samples.
We test not only to assess per-
formance but also to ensure our
samples work properly and offer
a representative performance.

lets the JVC down is
the lack of facilities
when compared
with the besl at the
price, and perhaps
the sound isn’t quite
as involving as it
could be. A reliable
and competent
machine
nevertheless.

EYES TO the front: the fascia
is laid out in a reasonably guess-
able manner. Standard control
marking have carried over from
cassete so provided your ambi-
tions are not too heavy 1o start
with, you can get recording

straight away and worry about the
editing processes later.
Sonically the Pioneer gave a pleasing

IONEER’S M)-D508 falls undler the
‘sensible’ heading of MiniDisc
machines. For insance, both co
axial and optical inputs are provided for
digital outputting, although sadly there is
no co-ax out. Fagling these new-fanglec!
highways, standard phono sockets are oi
course incorporated as well.
Rootling through the handbook proved

g thapRioneer have left little to chance: every

aspect of the machine is fully explained
and indexed. In acldition, and to their eler-
nal credit, Pioneer have given space 1o
explaining the basics of the format general
ly, including the dos and don'is for storing
the discs. Limitations of the system are also
enumerated, although as far as we can see,
none should bother the amateur recordist
except maybe the impossibility of joining a
digital track 10 an analogue one.
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account of itself and, as should go without
saying with MiniDisc, macle recordings
practically indistinguishable from a digital
(CD) original. Pre-1980 analogue-record-
ed vinyl was a little easier 10 spot: this
would be a serious matter if archiving
records was the intended use of the
recorder. Somehow I doubt it is much of
an issue, many intend this sort of exercise,
but | suspect few ever get round to it!
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SONY MDS-JB930 £300

OMING from the home of

MiniDisc, it's no surprise that this

latest ‘UK Special Edition” QS-
range model from Sony is packed with the
latest facilities. Inside is a 24 bit ATD con-
version - Sony’s own ATRAC 4.5 type-R
processing and S-TACT technology.
Outwardly the Sony
certainly justifies its
£300 price tag with
good looks and solid
build.

Among the
numerous features is
a Digital Record
Memory Leve! to reg-
ister the record level

time is good value.

Tochnics

TECHNICS SJ-MD100 £230

ECHNICS have opted for a rather
more solid approach with their
spanking-new SJ-MD100. Indeed
this unit shows signs of being intended for
serious use. In addition to the usual ana-
logue in-and-outputs, the back panel
boasts two optical inputs and an optical
output, althoughno go-axial digital.
Obviously use in situations without pre-
amp ‘tape out’ facilit[pg it foreseen.
The Technics is among the most ‘intu-
@ itivgiof all the units we've tried. Visual

SOFTWARE AND BLANK COSTS

INIDISC was designed as a durable,

portable replacement for cassette.
Blank disc costs are getting ever more rea-
sonable: we rang Dixons in Cheapside for a
spot price and they were selling TDK 5-
packs at £12.95 (£2.59 each) or ten Sony
discs for £18.95, which for 74 mins playing

The bad news is that pre-recorded discs
typically sell at a premium price of £16 or so
- ironic because pre-recorded MDs were

of each digital input (two optical, one
coaxial, and two digital outputs). A date
function automatically registers time and
date, and an auto-fade infout is possible
through both analogue and digital inputs. A
pitch control is thrown in for good(?) mea-
sure, Lastly, the current fad for recorders

available.
collectiort around it.

digital copies. Sony
suggest you make an
analogue copy to get
around this.
Otherwise, MDs

a cassette; there is
no write-once format
like CD-R.

designed to be cheap to produce! Rival
music labels have been reluctant to support
Sony too, timiting the number of artists

So MiniDisc is a great recording medium,
but expensive if you plan to build a music

Finally, MiniDisc has SCMS so don’t
expect to be able to make digital copnes of

“erase and record like

MINIDISC

000 .- e s rem

prompts and clearly labelled buttons macde
the instruction book practically superfluous
for anyone who's used a reasonably up-to-
date cassette machine.

NAMING AND shaming your tracks
afterwards is less frustrating than some
we've seen; the firm jog dial making accu-
rate placement of the letters easy. The
sense of continuity with cassette operation
is re-enforced by the perspex flap which
covers the don't-touch-accidentally features
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with a keyboard input for titling is also
catered for here.

Performance-wise this machine is very
good indeed- the 930 is a doddle to use
and the ATRAC tech-
nology results in a
clear and precise
recording quality with
no sense of the
processed sterility that
dogged early MD
devices. Boulez’s airy
recording of
Messiaen’s Chronochromie
with the Cleveland Orchestra showed up
the Sony’s sense of space perfectly - the
brass sounding especially unrestricted and
violins smooth and clear.

ORBITAL'S In The Middle of Nowhere
showed a sweet treble and tight bass
reponse taking MiniDisc recording into a
new sphere, where musicality takes over
from sterility. The
930 encompasses the
best of both worlds
with it's sound and
user-friendliness
which make it a

very strong
competitor in

the market-
place.

like recording
level,
mono/stereo and play
modes. All the every
day play-and-forget con-
trols are so easy we
shan’t insult our reader-
ship by explaining
them.

As far as editing is concerned, the
Technics boasts a useful refinement: choice
of ‘cut’ point can be revieed and adjusted
by roughly +/- four seconds in 128 steps.
This enables spot-on editing; indeed all the
cut-and-paste eifects which can make the
current robotic Hit Parade so tedious are
easily achieved here.

Sound quality is good; to say it was
practically indistinguishable from other
good quality MD machines is not to deni-
grate it in the least, but the fact that such
results are obtainable at the first attempt
speaks volumes ior th format as a whole.

HI-Fl WORLD
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Full 4 way system - 5th generation Uni-Q° technology - 5" dual suspension LF driver
individually selected crossover components - 3 dedicated separate enclosures - 25mm

braced MDF construction - bespoke gold plated hardware - fine veneer and lacquer finish

Designed on computer - fine tuned by ear - hand built by music lovers
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S our notes on

the previous

pages may have
hinted, drawing conclusions

from this month’s group has
set us a more than usually
difficult task. As | hope we've
made abundantly clear, MiniDisc is

something of a ‘without fear or

Covtmsns favour’ medium. The sonic differ-
g S c. | ences betwef.en the products .
h | were as nothing compared with,
o o} g Oﬂ say, the ease of use or even the
e \\") | style. With our usual listening
Y ~ | criteria out the window, there is

of course a danger that we could
g get bogged down in a list of gad-
gets. There is an even
greater danger that the
format could do the
same: none of us want
home recording to
become a kind of
arcade game, where the
product with the most accessories tri-
umphs every time.

Steering a line between all these
obstacles resulted in a close-run thing.
Three of the entrants
broke away from the
six-pack and formed
a little gang at the
front. Nudging ahead
of the knot by a
whisker was Sony’s
MDS-JB930. Despite what we’ve written
about gadgets, the Sony
earned its top position
thanks to some of these
although there is a
world of difference

between catch-penny

gimmicks and features
which may well become
standard for the format.

Well-designed and well-built, Sony’s
offering is the item of choice at a price
which, although hefty compared with
some of the competi
tion, seems eminently
fair for what it buys.

Crossing the line
together came the
Denon and the

Technics. The Denon
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won out

on the sheer qual-
ity of the recordings it made.
We became very fond of the
Technics too; not only for its accessories
but also its very competitive price. It

seems natural that prices all round will be
coming down in the near future, and
Technics are showing the way.

MINIDISC DOESN'T MAKE much
sense of the ‘down the field” sort of
expressions: if it works, nowadays it’s
good, so our final places are in no way to
be considered also-rans.

Pioneer’s entry made a very strong
showing but lost out a little on its price.
Weighing down our opinion of its very
satisfactory performance was the fact that
it is at the moment £20 dearer i
than the Technics.

Much the same
consideration
afflicted our view of
the JVC. Prices are
going to be dipping in
the near future and this
otherwise excellent

machine may find itself
marooned on an expensive
little island.

Goodmans’ GMD 920 is the result of a
tussle in which style seems to have got
the upper hand. Although it could look
knockout on your shelves, Goodmans
have been a touch parsimonious with the
overall specification for our taste,
although if you intend to use MiniDisc as
an extra, the extremely reasonable price
makes this a very strong recommendation.

No! being given to prophesying, we
decline to say ‘MiniDisc is here to stay’,
but weighing up its manifold virtues
exemplified in our group test, we certain
ly hope it is. CDR is undoubtedly the
choice of professionals and
transters well into the
home, but for sheer
practicality, ease of use
and value for money,
MD gets our vote of

confidence every time.



Simon Pope gives his digits a clean -up with.the

. "Link DAC 2fronnthe USA
e
HE first time you see the packag-
ing of the MSB Link DAC2, you
know you’re in tor something a
little difterent from the h'-fi norm.
Emblazoned on the top is an image of a
space-rocket launch - quite why it’s there
I have no idea, but at least it ought to ge!
pulses racing!

Although the MSB is a lot larger and
heavier (18Ibs) than much of the DAC
competition, it is similarly priced.
Chugging away inside is a Crystal CS8414
receiver. which finds uses in a whole host
of hoth proiessional and consumer ior-
mats. The conversion is accomplished by
use of a Burr-Brown PCM1716 DAC
which handles 16, 20 and 24 bit word
sizes and uses a digital filter with 8x over-
sampling at 96kl 1z. To get the full benefit
of 24/96, a DVD player with a 96k!z
output is required as a source. Pioneer’s
DVD-717 has such a output and was vol-
unteered for reviewing purposes.

FIRST UP WAS a 24/96 recording
from Turtle Records of the Netherlancls.
This oddity presents a xylophone quartet
(that’s right: a xylophone uartet!) known
as Carrefour playing var ous transcriptiors
of Prokofiev compositions. Once | bad
passed the initial amusement of hearing
four xylophones clinking away at the usu
ally powerful strains of the Montagues
and Capulets from Romeo and Juliet, |
realized that | was being treated to a
goodly dose of high-fidelity. Here was
clarity, air and space in abundance.

The Link DAC managed to separate,
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image and layer the four inst-uments with
a subtlety and realism that was simply
amazing. The contact of sticks on wood
was highlighted unobtrusively, followed
immediately by notes of ringing punty.
Also highlighted were the speed and
accuracy with which the Link handles
rhythm. Lighting fast and life-like - the
players could practically have been in the
room.

Turtle Records 0 the fore again; this
time laid-back jazz by the double-bass
player Tony Overwater with Maarten
Ornstein on Bass Clarinet and sax. More
oddities were to be faund here
a smoochy version of Alanis Morrisette’s

including

Ironic. It may sound cheesy in theory, but
in practise it wasn’t that bad at all!
Ornstein’s playing showed itseli to be
beautifully lyrical and sweet-toned,
placed nicely forward without being over-
bearing, even the breath-flow in the
instrument before the note sound was
exquisitely captured!

ANY DAC worth its salt will, of course,
make a good job with ‘ordinary’ 44.1kHz
CDs. | ied a selection of these through,
including some ropey recordings which
unexpectedly gained a new lease of life

Of course, the Link doesn’t work wanders
in such situations but there is still a
marked improvement.

For £300 this DAC represents remark-
able value ior money, and makes this kind
of periormance relatively inexpensive. As
we discovered with Midiman’s Flying
Calf, DACs originally conceived for pro-
fessional use can often put very compe-
tent consumer products to shame. Heaven
only knows how it's done and, when it
comes down to it, who really cares? Put
on some music, then simply sit back and
bask in the crystalline delights - digital is
finding its voice!

The De-Regle Group
De-Regle House

9 Felsted Avenue
Wisbech

Cambs PE13 3SL
Tel: 01945 463077
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FORGANICALLY CONCEIVED AMPLIFICATION
BECAUSE MUSIC IS ORGANIC
INGREDIENTS
» ®Thermionic valves
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® Remote power supplies
Care and attention to detail
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- or colourations
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CONNECTIONS

TEL / FAX : 0151 356 3100
Cura (UK) LtD E-mail : sound.connections@ukgateway.net

MAIL ORDER SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY HI-FI ACCESSORIES

The importance of

cables and accessories

is often overlooked when
purchasing a hi-fi system,
It is very easy to be scepti-
cal about cables because of
their apparent high cost or
insubstantial appearance,

Aupbio T 01256 324311 Moores HIFt 01247 812417

SEVENOAKS HIFI 0121 233 2977 SOUND ACADEMY 01922 493499
Aupio T 01277 264730 AuDIO EXCELLENCE 0117 926 4975
Aupio T 01276 685597 THEe Aupio FiLe 01223 368305

le for home trial

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 01222 228565 AuUnIO EXCELLENCE 01244 345576
AUDIO EXCELLENCE 01454 300046 ENGUISH AuDiO 01432 355081

den Hul D102 MK Il

Aubio T 01494 558585 ZenN Aubio 01482 587397

Cymiosis 0116 262 3754 Tiomas HEINITZ 0171 229 2077 g
but they can play a major

part in achieving the full
potential from your
system.

AUDITORIUM 0171 384 3030 BARTLETTS 0171 607 2148
HiFI EXPERIENCE 0171 580 3535 Aupio T 0171 794 7848

The acclaimed

! interconnect i1 1

B&B HIFi 01635 32474 AuUDIO EXCELLENCE 01772 253057
Aupio T 0118 958 5463 PHONOGRAPHY 01425 461230

AUDIO IMAGES 0114 273 7893 CREATIVE AUDIO 01743 241924 We offer a popular HOME TRIAL SERVICE which

ADAMS & JARRETT 01424 437165 AuDIO EXCELLENCE 01792 474608 enables you to ev'aluate cables in S U O,W" system,
therefore ensuring you purchase the right cable.

MIKE MANNING 01823 326688 BARTLETTS 01483 771175

MIKE MANNING 01935 479361 PLEASE TEL { FAX { E-MAIL FOR OUR LATEST PRODUCT AND PRICE LIST

VAN DEN HUL @ DNM RESON ® SONICLINK @ NORDOST @ CHORD co
xLo @ AuDIO QUEST ® sTAX ® ORTOFON @ SUMIKO @ LYRA @ MICHELL
@ sTANDS UNIQUE ® TARGET @ TowNSHEND @ ixos @

CURA (UK) Limited
Unit 11, Arrow Industrial Estate, Eelmoor Road,
Farnborough, Hants GU14 7QN.
Ellesmere Port Business Centre ® Oldfield Road

®Ellesmere Port ® South Wirral
® Cheshire ¢ CH65 8DE

+44 (0)1252 401401 +44 (0)1252 401301
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CAN'T help feeling that the sort of
person who'll pay for a good hi-ii

loudspeaker is likely have a neat
home in which to put it. This raises a con-
tradiction. How do you get high perfor-
mance with minimal intrusion? Mission
have an answer in the slim, floorstanding
773e loudspeaker.

The ‘speakers are finished in an attrac-
tive light wood veneer and come with
removable black fabric grills. The profiled
front baffle is sufficiently well finished to
make the 773es visually attractive with
the grilles removed. A floorstander like
this takes up no more space than a stand
mounted loudspeaker, but there’s more air
in the cabinet, which can mean more bass
and higher sensitivity, providing the engi-
neering is good. Mission minimise visual
intrusion further with a narrow cabinet
just a tad over 17cms wide - close to 7in -
which certainly makes the 773e incon-
spicuous but it dictates the need for floor
spikes to ensure stability. You can’t have
everything!

Mission habitually engineer their prod-
ucts well. Our measurements showed the
773es produce a very loud 90dB fromn just
Twatt, which is well above average and as
good as you can get - they blew my socks
off with 30watts or so! They can be used
with higher powers but do not demand
powerful amplifiers, which widens
choice, as well as keeping overall cost
down.

At 85cms high (less than three feet),
the 773es don’t exactly touch the clouds.
The tweeter is quite low down but rough-
ly at ear height when seated. It is well
integrated with the two bass/midrange
units so the sound doesn’t change with
height. | was surprised at how light these
‘speakers are. They are built from 15mm
MDF, which is flimsy unless braced. The
cabinet vibrated heavily when fed strong
bass and this is audible at times, making
for some 'boofing’ and general boxiness.
Mission recommend placing the 773es up
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to a foot from a rear wall but | feel this is
too close. Bass balance and quality, as
well as stereo imaging improve if the dis-
tance is increased.

Vocals were placed well forward of the
loudspeakers, making for a clear sense of
detachment between 'speakers and perfor-
mance, an effect that enhances realism.
Given a test like Gabrielle’s |aid-back
vocals,

L leview

the Missions picked her out nicely, bring-
ing detail and insight to her songs. There
was a degree of contrivance here though,
since some of the detail and forwardness
came from the tweeter’s over-strong high
frequency output.

With a recording lacking strong treble
the 773es seemed natural enough, but at
times the tweeter could sting. Instruments
and effects in Radiohead’s Paranoid
Android from OK Computer sounded
bright and hard and the tambourine in
The Beatmaster’s / Can’t Dance to the
Music was quite acidic. This was hinted at
by our measurements which showed
excessive tweeter output.

At the other end of the audio spectrum
bass output was forceful and deep. The
twin drivers move a lot of air and can
deliver a healthy punch to kick-drum, for
example. The room shook convincingly
from the lows in Garbage's Version 2.0
but the deep, rolling bass line and strong
drumming in Wombo Lombo, from
Angelique Kidjo's 'fifa’ set the 773es off;
the cabinet walls demonstrably lack rigidi-
ty, obvious when listening to the cabinet
from behind, and in the amount of vibra-
tion | could feel with my hand. A pair of
Tannoy Revolution r2s manage better in
this respect, whilst providing the same
amount of bass.

These ‘speakers are capable of a big,
detailed sound from compact cabinets
and they’re immediately impressive.
Excessive tweeter output makes them
bright and sometimes hard though. The
slim cabinets also had a contribution to
make - sounding a little boofy when
pushed hard by strong bass lines. All the
same, Mission’s 773es get a lot right,
sounding detailed, forward and muscular.
They’re impressive and pretty accurate -
enough to please a lot of people. W

Mission 773e  £399.90
Mission Loudspeakers,
Stonehill,

Huntingdon,

Cambs PE18 6ED

Tel: 01480 451777
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Tel. Fax.
01834 842803 01834 842804

The Definitive CD Upgrade

- ‘ ‘ ] ‘ q.Do.

For further information on S-Clock, other components and upgrades: Tel. 01834 842803 Fax. 01834 842804 E-Mail: audiocom@scotnet.co.uk
Most Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

WILLIAMS HART &Lecrronics

ONE OF THE BEST AMPLIFIERS
YOU WILL HEAR!

THE FACT THAT IT'S A KIT IS EVEN MORE STAGGERING

PHONE FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE
Tel/Fax 01942 253647 email: williamshart@classicfm.net

PERSONAL VISITORS SHOULD PHONE FIRST TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
On demonstration at Wilmslow Audio 01455 286603 and Marton Music 01282 773198
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Alpha

The

As ‘SE’ fever continues to
spread, Jon Marks meets
Arcam’s latest tweaked
CD player, the Alpha 7SE.

OST numbers never enjoy true
fame outside of a mathematics
department or a bingo hall, but

a couple of digits have been basking in the
audio limelight of late. Not content with
making it out of the military and into civil-
ian life, these days the number 24 features
on more than just clocks, train timetables
and the banners of never-closed supermar-
kets. Back in the bad old days of CD, 16
was the number of beastly sound; now, 24
bits of resolution offer sonic salvation
according to manufacturers of CD players
like the £330 Alpha 7SE from Arcam.
Lifting the SE version of the Alpha 7
above its normally-aspirated sibling is, first
and foremost, a 24-bit Burr-Brown convert-
er. Other performance enhancers include
an improved power supply and a reduction
in jitter, while the addition of an optical
digital output alongside coax is sure to

CAUTION - SERVICE

USE ANTISTANC PROCEDURES
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keep MiniDisc compilation-makers happy.
What hasn’t changed is the appearance,
which could best be described as “func-
tional”. At least the 7SE has upgradability
on its side - plug-in DAC modules allow it
to rise all the way to full Alpha 9 status.
Joining the Arcam for the review were
Jamo’s Concert 8 loudspeakers atop a pair
of Elemental Audio Reference stands, a
modified Mission Cyrus One integrated
and a battery-powered DPA 50S married to
Crimson Electric 630 monaoblocs.

ONCE 72 HOURS' burn-in had
removed a few of the Arcam’s rougher
edges, | plied it with the Hip Hop Forever
compilation mixed by Kenny Dope. From
an enjoyment perspective, Hip Hop lives
or dies by the musicality of the equipment
that replays it. In its favour, the Alpha 7SE
had a bass articulation, punch and overall
speed that injected plenty of excitement at
the start of Disc 1 of this 3-CD set.
Unfortunately, bythe end of Disc 2 my
attention was beginning to wander as the
tunes lacked maximum musicality. Sure,
the hass had bounce, the hi-hats and
vocals were crisp (albeit with splash s on
the former and added brightness on the lat-
ter) and the imaging was clear, but the
whole remained less than the sum of the
parts. It was only after a slew of CDs from
the likes of Bob Marley tKayai, Sarah

DOMLAY  MMAT O

Mclachlan (Fumbling Towards Ecstasy),
Axiom Dub (Mysteries Of Creation) and
Bjork (Homogenic) and time spent reca-
bling that the Arcam started sounding hap-
pier. Swapping interconnects helped
smooth the treble, but it was a change in
the mains cable department to a run of
Kimber’s standard PowerKord that the play-
er proved most sensitive to. With Beck’s
Odelay spinning within, the Alpha 7SE
now sounded confident, controlled, rhyth-
mic and better balanced tonally. Imaging
and sound staging improved as well,
although the addition of the Kimber
bumped the total price up to around

£400, which would buy you the mighty
Marantz CD-63 mkll Ki-Signature which
has poise and sophistication that the Arcam
can’t really match.

IN LINE WITH recent family tradition,
the Alpha 7SE has the sort of presentation
that will go down well with fans of
dynamism, detail and an enthusiastic top-
end. This approach to music-making can
pale in the long-term, though, and getting
lasting satisfaction from this player involves
an extra investment in time and money. As
ever a careful audition is mandatory, as is
sympathetic mains cabling.

Arcam Alpha 7SE £330
Arcam

Pembroke Avenue,
Cambs. CB5 9PB
Tek: 01223 203203
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five star
performance

in audio equipment support

Hi Fi Choice

An earth-shattering upgrade
for your Hi Fi system
Best Buy September 1999

Customer
Selection
o The BASE platform
must rank as
one of the great
bargains in

Top Accolades for
BASE Audio Supports

Stereo (Germany) Feb 97 Maximum # 4 #
Hi Fi World Feb 98 Outstanding ®@0®
What Hi Fi July 98 L2328 31
Home Entertainment Oct 98 b 2 2 3
Stereoplay (Gemany) Feb 99 Outstanding
What Hi Fi June 99 L2 22
Hi Fi Choice Sept 99 Best Buy

[ wiar w712
extract from June 1999
This nicely finished platform
works superbly and for sheer

value for money, the Audiophile
BASE 01 takes top honours.
1 8.8 6.0 ¢

AvubioPHILE FURNITURE LTD
The Square, Forest Row, East Sussex RH18 5ES
Tel: 01342 826262 Fax: 01342 824845

Audio Scene
Chesterfield

Hazlemere Audio

’ Interconnect cables
H[/J, .
MW D102111 Hybrid "\

£79.99/0.8m pair
THE LINK BETWEEN

Best Buy What Hi-Fi?
Yok kkk Oct *98
Best Buy Hi-Fi Choice
Yokkk % March 98
TECTINIQUE & 1110710\
Loudspeaker cables

—may -

PBS Hybrid
£49.99/0.8m pair

Best Buy Hi-Fi Choice

= Yk %k March 99

£13.49/m 2 ST ey -

CS122 Hybrid

Yok Xk X What Hi-Fi?
Oct 98

#6;
£23.99/n

Teatrack llybrid

Storm H Hybrid
£29.99/0.8m pair

Yk ¥k KX What Hi-Fi?
’
“‘"’4"-.[ Aug 99

——
The First (LSC)
£199.99/0.8m pair

Bi-Wire CS122 llybrid  JOA&J0k What Hi-Fi?

* YAk Hi-Fi Choice
e -~;.

New New e

Royal Jade llybrid The First Ultimate (LSC)
£10.99/m (to be reviewed) £279.99/0.8m pair (to be reviewed)
Pure Linear Structured Carbon and LSC hvbrid cables are unigue to van den lul

For more information on our extensive range of cables please contact
van den Hul UK
Imex House 6 Wadsworth Road Greenford Mdsex UBG6 7JJ Tel: 0202 8997 4280

le-mail vandenukl@hotmail.com

or visit our website vandenhul.com|

The Right Note

ity High Wycombe Bristol
Audio Systams the: 01246 204005 01494 865829 01225 874728
P.O. Box 383 .
BFeEtoEd 14 4ce Progressive Audio  The Music Mill Walrus Systems
Eaxsoragy 224103 Near Gillingham Edinburgh London high-tech for music
info@uirtia damon.co uk 01634 389004 0131 555 3963 0171724 7224 British iiers handmade in Swi d
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OPPORTUNITIES

Getting the right balance between looks and
performance can be tricky, Simon Pope come face
to fascia with a tuner that manages to fit the bill.

LTHOUGH there are exceptions,

such as the classic Pye Mozart,

Leak Troughline Il and the ever
popular Raberts radio, the get-up of the
Great British Tuner has always been a bit
on the functional side. Whereas a lot of
effort has been channelled into the looks
of CDs and amplifiers, aesthetically the
tuner has of late been an also ran.
Admittedly, fewer people invest in a tuner
compared with a CD player, but shouldn’t
this be even more reason to make them
attractive? Give people the incentive!

Myryad have come up with a cracker.

The FM-only T100 manages to combine
function with fatal attraction in a way that
pleases - as indeed do it’s partners in the
M Series. The blue LED display only
shows the frequency tuned (no RDS) but

.“

HI-Fl WORLD

somehow it suits the look. An ergonomic,
smoothly machined rotary knob domi-
nates the fascia. This makes station-skip-
ping a pleasure instead of a hassle

ALSO ON DISPLAY are two red legends:
stereo and on tune - which shows opti-
mum tuning: there is no dedicated signal
strength meter. If you're getiing the
impression that the MT100’s facilities are
a bit skeletal, you’d be right. What it does
have is nineteen presets, ‘search’ auto-tun-
ing, a mono button and - that’s about it.
One of thes claims for Digital Radio is
ease of use. The MT100 is at least as easy,
if not easier. In fact it’s a super-doddie! It
also plays music - very well indeet!

Living south west of the river Thames
at the top of a hill I can see Crystal Palce
in the distance, so an outside aerial) isnt
always neccesary. This proved to be the
case with the MT100. Using the supplied
chunky pink inside aerial into the adapter
(also supplied) | was greeted with inky
black silence which smoothly diew away
to reveal a William Byrd antheny, sung by
the Cambridge Singers on Radio 3. As
well as the excellent reception the
Myryad showed itself 1o be a master of
reproduction with a deep, natural sound-
stage. The voices were both firm and light
without becoming ectoplasmic, with
round vowels and smwooth consonants. A

little later a solo piano piece was made to
sound incredibly focussed and relaxed,
even with some seriously complicated fin-
ger-work going on. The MT100 reatins the
excitement of music whilst making it an
enjoyable and relaxing experience.

MALE VOICES were nicely-rounded
and the MT100 passed the acid test of
female voice with flying colours, making
them warm instead of shrill. All this, of
course, helps when listening to commercial
stations. The warmth managed to iron out
the processed creases found in Radio 1
which developed clear and focussed bass
with coherent smooth vocals. Although the
brightness was still there, it was happily
levelled out to a listenable level.

If you live in an area where reception
is strong and you only listen to FM, |
would strongly urge yo to give the Myryad
a listen, especially if you're considering
going digital. It may not have all the facil-
ities of, say, the very fine Marantz T-17
(radio text, RDS), but it betters it with a
more natural and ‘rounder’ presentation.

| listen to the airwaves quite a lot and |
found the MT100 right up there with the
best. Admittedly the lack of facilities let it
down a bit, but | would plump for sound
quality over gadgets any day and happily
give the MT100 a horne! B

Myryad MT100 Price £530
Myryad Systems Ltd.,

2 Pipers Wood,
Waterberry Drive,

Hants PO7 7XU

Tel: 01705 265508
info@myryad.co.uk
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In the beginning there was darkness

Then God created Music and it was good o

The new Classic series of turntables from Pro-ject
Composer series loudspeakers from Vienna Acoustics
Somehow the world seems a better place

Stunningly finished in piano lacquer and beautiful veneers
these Austrian creations are as pleasing to the eye as they are to the ear.
Classic turntables from £360, Composer loudspeakers from £650

Henley Designs Lid

The Old Coach House.

The Street. Crowmarsh Gifford,
Wallingford. Osfordshire. ON10 81 H
Tel: 01491 834700, Fax: 01491 834722
e-mail: henley.designs ¢ virgin.net

World Radio History
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HE range of genuinely British
Hi-fi these days is not vast.
Without delving too deeply into

the vexed and vexing issue of what truly
constitutes ‘British’, and indeed in these
Global Village days whether the country
of origin has any significance other than
knowing which head to kick, it was some-
thing of a surprise to find that this little
amplifier is designed and built in
Cambridge.

Token’s K50 50W integrated appears to
have been drawn with standard rack
dimensions in mind and accordingly mea-
sures 3in by 17in by 12in (hwd). The
casework is not the most robust you'll
ever encounter but it is satisfactory for
normal circumstances. Socket legends on
the back panel are written both ways up -
there’s no knowing which way up your
head will be when plugging things in! As
is beconming quite usual, an output is
incorporated for the purposes of bi-amp-
ing. Although no phono stage is provided,
in this price range there is usually some-
thing to be said for having an independent
unit for this purpose. Input is selected by
a hefty brass knob in the centre of the
front panel: CD, Tape, Tuner, Video (that's
the one with pictures) and Aux. By-the-
bye, ‘Tape’ seems now to be the generic
term for recording media generally.

Some may by now be feeling that blue
LEDs have lost a good deal of their
novelty since they first appeared but the
Token’s ON lamp uses ane anyway.
Again, today’s modern housewife might
question the polished front plate, but if
anybodv touches it a quick finger-print

HI-FI WORLD

Richard White considers signing Hailey Audio’s

HOLINOW
Idvi xnv 03an

© 0 O
© O O

TAPE AUX VIDEO
MONITOR

HINNL

TUNER

declaration of independence, the £345 Token K50

integrated amplifier.

parade will identify the culprit without
difficulty.

Inside, the output is handled by six
bipolar transistors in a low feedback design
(around 5dB overall). Signal paths have
obviously received due consideration, and
star earthing promises freedom from avoid-
able spuriae. As regards design, the Token
K50 has a number of potentially beneficial
features. Time to listen to the results...

AS A RULE | prefer to begin reviewing
with the simple things and build up to
works of greater flexibility. Radio 4 hap-
pened to be running a progiamme all
about the latest developemenits in robot-
assisted surgery. Happily there was plenty
of 'real’ talking, in addition to the cyber-
voice of the steel sawbones. Voices both
male and female fluted throught the Token
perfectly naturally, with neither chestiness
or nasality to marring things.

Setting light to Stravinsky's Firebird
gave the Token a little more to think about,
particularly abgut ten minutes in when the
bass drum gets to work. Althaugh there
was no difficulty with supplying the power,
a fractional lack of sweetness in the
midrange took the edge off - or rather put
the edge on - to the sound. On the plus

side, the imaging is distinctly good on this
particular recording, and the Token passed
this on without spoiling the spaciousness.

Power isn't everything: even the five
voices for a Lassus Mass setting are
deserving of proper consideration. In run-
ning this Naxos disc, ! felt that the Token
was itching to get at the powerful stuff
again! Splitting hairs slightly, but I thought
the amplifier left the renaissance master-
pieces feeling a smidgen unloved.

No shadow of such a doubt clouded
Radio Boom-Ba-De-Boom or whatever it
was. Unashamed mid-bass power winged
its way through the amplifier and any
reservatians about finesse seemed beside
the point with this sort of music.

A low-feedback design can lose the
benefit of increased ‘freedom of speech’
with an increase in audible distortion. In
other words it’s a fine line to tread. At the
price, it's fair to say that the Token K50
just about keeps its balance! B

Token K50 £345
Hailey Audio Ltd.
328 Ware Road
Hailey, Herts.,
SG13 7PG

Tel: 01992 448387

WORLD VERDICT

=

Well specified low-feedback design
gives punchy results, if a little un-
refined. Well sustained power at quite
a reasonable price.

| Measured Performance see page 119
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ACOUSTIC ENERGY >~ WIDE PRODUCT RANGE
ALPHASON
ARCAM

ATACAMA
Avi

B&W

BEYER

e ¢ #  SOUNd anc

CASTLE
CHGRD CO

. N VISIOr

DENON
EPOS

EXPOSURE

FUJITSU ! T
Tl : ‘ North London
i1Xos P -
JAMO 2 O
| | 0208 886 2777
KEF s
KENWOOD NOW DEMONSTRATING EX-DISPLAY CLEARANCE
LOEWE B&W JBL SVA1600 £799
MARANTZ ' CDM1se, CDM2se, CDM7se & CDMCse Kef Q15 £165
IDIA 79-81 Chase Side E
MEM gac! EEZE Zposure Kenwood DPFR4010 £119
MICHELL Southgate CD, Pre/Power and Integrated Amplifiers
M North London Monitior Audio Marantz Arch £499
MONTOR AUBIO 10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday Silver ¥ and Studio 20se Marantz Dueto £699
MUSICAL FIDELITY Car Park. s:atrrégssne Musical Fidelity Marantz CD67/1 £199
] F—— —— — ~ Product Selection Moni io Silver 7
MYRYAD "o Chasi Side OA1T onitor Audio Silver 7 (not ') £539
NAIM B = -] Myryad Neat Critique £399
Tubgugl‘agt?ct:ll ‘T’and ‘M’Series
ON DIGITAL = Neat Mystique £589
PANASONIC B Roksan
—_— [ h Yamaha DSPA492 £189
PARTINGTON 3 Caspian Range
G o L AE— 1]
PHILIPS ’ 2 Ruark Yamaha DSPA592 £199
PIONEER . Sceptre, Prologue, Dialogue and Epilogue Yamaha DVDS700 £499

PROJECT
QED

REL

Swansea

ROKSAN

ROTEL 7

RUARK

SELECO NOW DEMONSTRATING Myryad

SENNHEISER : Audio Analogue ‘T'and ‘M’ Series

SHEARNE AUDIO AN Paganini, Puccini, Bellini and Donizetti Ruark

PTG +wm  »he P g |

SONIC LINK AVI Prol ) )

s el logue, Epilogue and Dialogue

SONY 24 Mansel Street NuNeutron and Biggatron 9, P00 J
Swansea B&W EX"DISPLAY CLEARANCE

SR\ LSIL 10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday | conrise, CbMese and Goiires Castle Sever 2 (Cherry) £499

SOUNDSTYLE Open Sunday 11.00-5.00 Castle Castle Harlech (Mahogany) £699

STRAIGHTWIRE T Picton Music Inversionioe ot Exposure 25 £799

TAG MCLAREN p=— - T\/Iansél S‘t’re*et | — Exposure Exposure 21 £699

TALK ELECTRONICS i - = CD, Pre/Power and Integrated Amplifiers Exposure 18 £599

TANNOY Loewe Exposure CD £699

TEAC 28" and 32" Widescreen Rel Strata I/ £449

——— Multi Store ; ; i

TECHNICS J } Car Parie” Monitor Audio Roksan Casp!an cD - £750

THORENS VT N Studio 20se Roksan Caspian Amplifier £650

_ “;f, _ K'“QSWL\Q : Musical Fidelity Roksan Caspian Tuner £470

W [ Tiscg_—J X-Series Roksan Caspian Power Amplifier =~ £470

YAMAHA

__Please note: Not all prcdutts are available at all outlets. Please check before travelling

two year warranty for peace of mind

As a member of BADA, all hi-fi and home cinema separates come with a minimum two year
,,,,,, warranty and ten day exchange.



regional spotlignt

the widest range of leading products
and the most complete service
all adds up to great value nationwide

Hull

01482 587171

NOW DEMONSTRATING EX-DISPLAY CLEARANCE

Arcam Arcam Alpha 8 CD Player £370
Full Range including Alpha 10 DAVE B&W DM603 (Not S2) £350
Exposure Castle Keep (Oak) £175
CD, Pre/Power and Integrated Amplifiers Dencn DM7 with Cassette Deck £459
Loewe Epos £512 (Rosewood) £450
Xelos and Planus Widescreen Epos ES15 (Rosewood) £650
fofcan Epos £522 (Rosewood) £1050
Caspian Range Epos ES30 (Rosewood) £2000

mrlit.or Audio
Studio 20se
Musical Fidelity
X-Series
Myryad
M-Series

John Shearne .
Phase 7 CD, Phase 2 Ref & Phase 3 Ref

Monitor Audio Silver Centre (Not /') £180

SEVENOAKS
01732 459555
ABERDEEN
01224 587070
BEDFORD
01234 272779
BIRMINGHAM
0121 233 2977
BRIGHTON
01273 733338
BRISTOL
0117 974 3727
BROMLEY
0208 290 1988
CAMBRIDGE
01223304770
CARDIFF
0290 472899
CARLISLE
01228 530775
CHELSEA
0207 352 9466
CHELTENHAM
01242 241171
CRAWLEY
01293510777
CROYDON
0208 665 1203
EAST LONDON
0208 554 1771
ESSEX Witham
01376 501733
EXETER
01392 218895
GUILDFORD
01483 536666
HOLBORN
0207 837 7540
HULL

01482 587171
IPSWICH
01473286977
KINGSTON
0208547 0717

OUTLETS NATIONWIDE

1 Savile Row
Savile Street

Hull
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

Monitor Audio Siiver 3 (Not /') £180
Monitor Audio Silver 7 (Not /') £430
Myryad 710 (Silver) £280
Myryad 730 (Silver) £280
Myryad T60 (Silver) £200
Rel Storm 1 £500

lpswich

01473

286977

NOW DEMONSTRATING EX-DISPLAY CLEARANCE

Denon Audiostatic DC1 £1650
AVC 1-D, Dolby Digital, DTS, THX Conrad Johnson MV55 £1400
Kef i Conrad Johnson PV10a £9C0
THX Reference Cyrus DAD3 £400
DVD Players Epos £S515 (Cherry) £670
Denon, Marantz, Sony and Yamaha Magnum Dynalab FT101a £590
Widescreen Televisions Mark Levinson No.333 £4800
Loewe Meridian 508-248Bit £1550
Conrad Johnson Niusical Fidelity X-A200 £700
Valve Amplifiers ProAc Response 2.5 (Burr Oak) ~ £2400
Mark Levirison and Proceed Sony DVPS715 £400
CD Players and AV Products Tag McLaren F3-DAC20 £930
ProAc Tag MclLaren F3-CDT20R £990
Tablette 2000, Response 1se and 2.5 Tag McLaren F3-T20 £790

jertise

> LEICESTER
BN 0116 253 6567
"’@".7 \ <
A & LEEDS
3 S 2 0113245 2775
MAIDSTONE
Paragon St. Queen 01622 686366
City Victoria NEWCASTLE
Hall Square 0191 221 2320
. NORTH LONDON
Carr Lane 3 0208 886 2777
["Princes Quay | NORWICH
| Centre 01603 767605

OXFORD
01865241773

PETERBOROUGH
01733 897697

PLYMOUTH
01752226011

PRESTON
01772825777

READING
0118959 7768

SHEFFIELD
0114 255 5861

SOUTHAMPTON
02380337770

SWANSEA
01792 465777

SWISS COTTAGE
0207 7229777

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Suffolk 01892 531543

Monday-Saturday 9.30-5.30 WATFORD
. 01932 213533

12-14 Dogs Head Street
Ipswich

i

[sainsbury's | @ WORCESTER
“——1838 01905 612929
Ipswich | = @ |
Building | & | MAIL ORDER
| Society * 01732 458985
EXCLUDES ARCAM, B&W,
Dogs Head St. ‘Tacket St. MARANTZ & MONITOR AUDIC

1§ Yooig
18MO"

QOctober 1999, E&OE

instant credit buy now pay later

Spread the cost of buying. Deferred finance available on the vast majority of produ&s we stock.
Written details avaitable on request. Ask in-store for details.
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WIDE PRODUCT RANGE

SEVENOAKS

109-113 London Rd

Air Conditioned

9.00-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01732 459555

BRIGHTON

57 Western Road, Hove

E-Mail: 7oakshifibrighto@btconnect.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday

01273 733338

BROMLEY

39a East Street

E-Mail: 7oakshifibromley@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

0208 290 1988

CHELSEA

| 403 Kings Road, Worlds End

E-Mail: 7oakshifichelsea@btconnect.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
10.00-4.00 Sunday

0207 352 9466

CROYDON

369-373 London Road

E-Mail: 7oakshificroydon@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

9.30-8.00 Thursday 11.00-4.00 Sunday

0208 665 1203

London & South East
GANTS HILL ‘ ‘ GLASGOW

0208 554 1771

The North

0141 332 9655

opening soon

outlets
nationwigde

At Sevenoaks Sound & Vision you’ll find the widest range of quality products anywhere in the
UK. Everything from the latest DVD players and Plasma Televisions to amazing special offers all
with our outstanding service. From Aberdeen to Plymouth, we're great value nationwide.

London & South East

GUILDFORD

73b North Street

E-Mail: 7oakshifi_gford@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01483 536666

HOLBORN

144-148 Grays Inn Rd
10.30-6.30 Monday-Friday
10.30-4.30 Saturday
0207 837 7540

KINGSTON

43 Fife Road

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
9.30-7.30 Thursday

0208 547 0717

NORTH
LONDON

79-81 Chase Side, Southgate
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
0208 886 2777

MAIDSTONE

96 Week Street

E-Mail: 7oakshifimstone@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01622 686366

READING

3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Centre
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0118 959 7768

SOUTHAMPTON

33 London Road

Air Conditioned

E-Mail: 7oaks_soton@breathemail.net
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
02380 337770

SWISS
COTTAGE

21 Northways Parade, Finchley Road
Air Conditioned

E-Mail: furrukh.hasan@virgin.net
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
12.00-4.00 Sunday

0207 722 9777

TUNBRIDGE
WELLS

28-30 St Johns Road

E-Mail: 7oakshifitw@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01892 531543

WATFORD

478 St Albans Road

10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday
9.30-5.30 Sat 11.00-4.00 Sunday
01923 213533

London & South East

CRAWLEY
01293 510777

Midlands & East

‘ LEICESTER
0116 253 6567

demonstration rooms in all stores

Everything we stock is available to audition in our dedicated hi-fi and home cinema
demonstration rooms.



ABERDEEN

491 Union Street

E-Mail: sevenoakshifi@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
9.30-7.00 Thursday

01224 587070

CARLISLE

3 Earls Lane
9.30-5.00 Monday-Saturday
01228 590775

HULL
1 Savile Row, Savile St

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01482 587171

The North
LEEDS

112 Vicar Lane

E-Mail: sevenoakshifi@btinternet.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday 12.00-5.00 Sunday
0113 245 2775

NEWCASTLE

19 Newgate Street

E-Mail: 7oaks@btconnect.com.
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0191 221 2320

PRESTON

40-41 Lune Street
Air Conditioned
9.00-5.30 Maonday-Saturday
11.00-4.00 Sunday
01772 825777

OUTLETS NATIONWIDE

SHEFFIELD

635 Queens Rd,Heeley

Air Conditioned

E-Mail: sevenoaks.hi-fi@virgin.net
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
10.00-4.00 Sunday

0114 255 5861

Midlands & West

BIRMINGHAM

12 Queensway Arches, Livery Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0121 233 2977

BRISTOL

92b White Ladies Road, Clifton
Air Conditioned

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0117 974 3727

CARDIFF

104-106 Albany Road
7oakswales@compuserve.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
02920 472899

CHELTENHAM

14 Pittvlle Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Friday 9.00-5.30 Sat
01242 241171

EXETER

28 Cowick Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01392 218895

PLYMOUTH

107 Cornwall Street

9.00-5.30 Monday-Saturday

Late Night Thursday by Appointment
01752 226011

SWANSEA

24 Mansel Street

Air Conditioned

10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
11.00-5.00 Sunday

01792 465777

WORCESTER

2 Reindeer Court
sales@sevenoaks.co.uk
9.30-5.00 Monday-Saturday

01905 612929

Midlands & East

BEDFORD

2931 St Peters Street

E-Mail: sevenoaks.bedford@lineone.net
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday

10.00-4.00 Sunday

01234 272779

CAMBRIDGE

17 Burleigh Street
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
01223 304770

ESSEX

1 The Grove Centre, Witham
E-Mail: 7oakshifiwitham@btconnect.com
9.20-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01376 501733

IPSWICH

12-14 Dogs Head St
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01473 286977

NORWICH

29/29a St Giles Street
9.30-5.30 Mcnday-Saturday

01603 767605

OXFORD

41 St Clements Street

E-Maii: 7oakshifioxford@btconnect.com

10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday
9.30-5.20 Saturday
01865 241773

PETERBOROUGH

36-38 Park Road
E-Mail'sevenoaks@peterborough0.freeserve.co.uk
9.15-5.15 Monday-Saturday

Late Night Thursday

01733 897697

MUSICAL
EVENING

Hear the award winning Denon
AVCA1D and the new AVR3300 Home
Cinema Amplifiers with Ixos Cables and
several models from our extensive
range of speakers at our Cardiff outlet
October 14th.

Please call for further details

02920 472899

the ultimate buying guides

Our friendly and experienced staff will be happy to assist you through every step of your
purchase, and will, when appropriate, deliver and install your equipment.

ionwide

outlets nat



feature

N the fields of cartridge man-

ufacture and, more recently,

cable technology, the Dutch
firm of van den Hul BV has
established and maintained an
enviable position, with their high-
ly specitied hand-built pickups
the item of choice for many with
deeper pockets, and their ground-
breaking carbon cable technolo-
gy having no serious compeltition
at all. On more down-lo-earth

. . B matiers, the less esoteric branch

es of the cable business are supplied with the less expensive
range of carbon and metal Hybrid cables.

Mr van den Hul - “AJ’ 10 everyone - is a man of ideas. So
much became apparent 10 me within half-an-hour of meeting
him at Schipol Airport. In appearance he somewhat resembles a
stereotypical ‘professor’ of the Heinz Wolf (57) variety. With his
enthusiastic manner of speaking, the impression is somewhat
reinforced.

AJ’s interest in electronic matters began with his father’s col-
lection of valves and other bits and pieces. Sadly his father was
killed by the Nazis as a Resistance member during the war. As a
result of this tragedy, the young AJ was confronted by a bewilder-
ing array of derelict equipment with nobody to tell him how it
went. The answer in these cases (aptitude and mains voltage per-
mitting) is that you teach yourself. Thus A ] van den Hul began
on a path which was to lead to him teaching science as a profes-
sion.

SOME YEARS AGO, while almost casually pondering a
problem cancerning the production of spherical tips for styli, van
den Hul was inspired by the idea for an improved stylus profile.
As back-of-envelope dreamers are all too aware, thinking of the
idea is one thing; execuling it is quite another matter - that’s
where the really hard work starts. The success of the vdH car-
Iridge business, and the fact that his diamond profile has been
adopled by others in the same field is sufficient testimony 1o Al’s
abilities as a practical engineer.

The same could be said o apply to the development of the
still-unique carbon cable technology. It is more natural to regard
carbon as a resistive rather than a conductive material but, leav-
ing this aside for the moment, it has some very desirable proper-
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ties for cable use, not the least of which is that is chemically
inert under usual audia conditions. In this respect it is superior to
all the common metals, all of which are subject to molecular dis-
organization and oxidization, to the detriment of signal purity.

Immense technical difficulties had to be overcome in order 1o
make the idea a reality. Suffice it to say that the van den Hul
products incorporating the technology have not inspired a rush
of imitators, despite the universal plaudits the carbon cables
have garnered.

SCATTERED AROUND the listening room-cum-workshop
are numerous examples of the vdH cable product. The expres-
sion "lireless worker’ has become devalued by over-use but it’s
comforting to know that AJ’s cables are always having to re-
prove themselves to the man who designed them. Dominating
the end wall is an interesting pair of loudspeakers: the bass is
catered for by transmission-line loading, the midrange by con-
ventional horns and the super-treble by a horn-loaded ionophon-
ic device - the first I'd seen outside the rarefied atmosphere of a
hi-fi show.

Connecting this little lot 10 the amplifiers were some carbon
‘speaker cables, naturally. Judging by the retail price of less than
three feet of carbon interconnect, the value of a few yards of
‘speaker cable would make the average enthusiast come over all
faint. Of course, considered in the light of an essential piece of
lest equipment rather than a one-up hi-fi accessory, these leads
could be cheap at the price.

It is not given to every one to lurn an innovative idea to prac-
lical purposes. To have contributed two, as Mr van den Hul has,
almost looks like carelessness, but it's the sort of carelessness the

world of audio could use much more of! W

HI-FI WORLD



INITIAL IMPACT

Simon Pope decodes Technics’ new SB-MO1Es and
ponders the dimensional challenge.

OST people must be familiar
with ”size deesn’t matter, it’s
what you do with it that

counts”! This phrase could easily apply to
these loudspeakers from Technics, for they
are truly diminutive. They're so tiny, in
fact, that it's hard to imagine them enit-
ting anything resembling a true hi-fi
sound. To use another cliché: looks can
be deceiving.

Getting the SB-MO1Es out of their box,
| was immediately struck by the quality of
their build. Not in the anvil class, mind,
but solid and very compact. None of those
cheap clip terminals here either. The
spiked stands supplied give a noticeable
benefit, ‘though once attached, they can
still be use as genuine bookshelf 'speakers,
Technics recommend that they are placed
roughly 2” from a back wall for the bass
reflex system to work properly.

Once music is pumped through them
the performance is quite often gobsmack-
ingly impressive. Unlike some bookshelf
models, where much is sacrificed for a lit-
tle high and low frequency boosting, the
Technics have excellent imaging and
detail. This where the "hi-fi’ comes into it.
However, with their low-ish sensitivity,
they need a fairly hefty drive.

These 'speakers prefer good record-
ings. Playing a CD of Dodgy (and, believe
me, the recording quality really is!) pro-
duced a distinctly My First Record Player
sound. The Best Of Everything But the
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Girl produced a vastly improved perior-
mance - it was hard to believe they were
the same ‘speakers!

What struck me most was the wide
open midrange. Vocals were natural and
beautifully placed between the two cabi-
nets. Fret sounds on the guitar were evi-
dent, as was all the high frequency per-
cussive bits often overlooked by cheaper
models.

THE END OF the CD included two
Massive Attack tracks, and here was the
acid test - this stuff is incredibly bass
heavy and there were certainly many
frequencies missed out by the Technics,
although they put up a brave fight!

Sensing where the MO1es felt at
home, | got all Seventies Rock style and
put the close-mic’d Babe I'm Gonna
Leave You by Led Zeppelin on the T&A
CD player. The opening acoustic guitars
and vocal sounded almost as good as they
do through my reference Magneplanars!
The two guitars were cleanly separated
and crisp twith plenty of ambience) with
Robert Plant’s voice well placed in a sur-
prisingly deep sound stage. However, the
‘rock’ bits left the Technics a bit wanting,
the mix shrinking in size compared with
the acoustic sections.

Out of the leather jacket and into tails.
Beethoven’s Overtures conducted by
Nikolaus Harnoncourt with the Chamber
Orchestra of Europe offered the chance

review

for the Technics to shine, but in the large-
ish environs of my front room the true
sense of scale couldn’t quite escape out of
the small boxes. Nonetheless the orches-
tra sounded controlled and smooth, with
brass and woodwind very live and
natural.

These babies are ideal as part of a
detailed and refined system for a small
room or a second system for your bed-
room. Large spaces have always needed
large boxes to fill them, and even though
the sound is remarkably large for their
size, beefy music (especially orchestral)
sounds a little confined.

These "speakers have many excellent
traits which merit serious consideration:
imaging, sound staging and clean stereo
separation. Treble is sweet and smooth
and the bass is well-focussed and secure.
This is miniature hi-fi that aims for the
high end sound. So size matters? Maybe,
but you’d be surprised what the little boys
can do! B

Technics SB-MO1E £400

Technics
Panasonic House
Willoughby Road
Bracknell, Berks.

RG12 4PF
Tel: 01344 86244
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It’s the

est CD you'll
ever play

Enhancing the quality of your sound system? Maybe you’re thinking about embarking on a
major project? Then you'll want all the components to hand right from the start.

On the Electromail CD-ROM Catalogue, there’s over 100,000 technical products - all available from stock
for the same or next day despatch from our 24 hour orderline. We're the technical specialist that
never closes!

But as well as a massive range of electrical, electronic and mechanical products and components, the
CD-ROM also has an extensive library of product datasheets containing detailed information on the
majority of our product range. Plus, Electromail offers Technical Helplines to answer more
specific enquiries relating to your
particular application.

So, add the Electromail CD-ROM
to your collection. At just £3.99,
it's a sound investment.

OPER AN
ELECTROMAIL ACCOURT

Ask ‘or details about opening an
account, which can give you up
to 56 days’ .nterest free credit
by paying by Variable
Dirzct Debit.

Electromail, P.0. Box 33, Corby, Northants. NN17 QEL.

HOW TO ORDER

Please quote stock number 332-3996 when orderlng and have your
credit card information available.

s YQ! hc'e' r.. e

serious kit ltd

24 Gillygate, York
Tel. 01904 629659
High Fidelity Specialists est.1967
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0161 798 9649
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open 10-5 mon 10 sat

fatigue free hi-fi
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Coming to a dealer near you soon...
Technics’ DVD A10 DVD-A player.

0

BERLIN WALL

Simon Pope jets off to Berlin for the 75th Internationale

Funkausstellung.

D heard about the Internationale

Funkausstellung many times before.

Moslt of the comments were along the
lines of “It’s so big”, “It's
too big”, “I's mammoth”

elc, etc.. “Big deal”
thought I. Now that I've
made my first trip there,
let me tell you some-
thing: it's...er...big; very
hig. And so, come to think of it, is Berlin,
where the 75th shaw was held this year.

Twenty-six halls, each not much small-
er than London’s Olympia, house 816
ehxhibitors irom the world of consumer
electronics for a period of more than a
week. It's mos!t detinitely an ‘event” and
1997’s show attracted well over 400,000
visilors.

Some of the halls were ded:cated to
lelevisions, computer technology and
thousands of kids trying out the new
Donkey Golf 47 or whatever the cutrent
game of the week was! This was oilen
accompanied by live German “techno’ DJs
putting al! their ‘creative’ efforts into a live
set. | am obviously getling too oid for this.
The relative calm of the audio halls
beckoned...

CRASH, BANG, wallop, growl!
Instead of Mozart, it was Godzilla barin3
his gnashers and treacing on cars. The
inevitable amalgamation of audio and
video means that DVD-Video presenta-
tions, with car-shattering home cinema
set-ups, were rife. | gulped a couple of
asprins down and trudged 1urther into the
labrynth.

At last year’s shows, the cutting edge

HI-FI WORLD

RITTTR AT T —

products were DVD and SACD - this year
it's MP3: everything from MP3 juke boxes
to portables were on show. However, the
balance of old and new
was pleasing; tor
instance, German vinyl
specialists Clearaudio
had an especially good
display. German distibu-

Your werld of
contemer electrenics

tors Janus (of the Jazz
Piper MP3) were showing oif their Shinco
SVD-210 and SVD-360 MP3/Audio/Video
CD player. The $VD-210 is a single disc
player, whilst the 360 can take up to three
discs. These models will read CDs, video-
enhanced CDs and CDs with MP3 infor-
mation, which, albeil with data conwres-
sion, will stare up 1o twelve hours of
music on one disc! Although
not yet available in the UK,
watch this space for news of
the invasion!

After taking a shert pit-
stop for a beer and a sausage
(when in Rome!) | sauntered
into the vast cavern that
housed Panasonic and
Technics.

Maisushita are maniiestly
1aking DVD-Audia seriously
hoth Panasonic and Technics
have models that will hit
these shores by the end of the
year. These players are
described as ‘universal’ and
will play DVD video and audio discs and
CDs. Hourly demonstrations were organ-
ised to lure the German public.

Now that Sony’s SACD player is readi-
ly available, the trend was more towards

A A winning design?
TAGMcLaren’s F1
loudspeaker.

'

v
\_ ./

Magnat’s master blaster -
the Vintage 990.

promoting the format as a whole. SACD
had a deticated stand in which prototype
DSD producis were shown from Onkyo
and Aiwa (a midi system with in-built

screen), amongst others. To fend off one of
the most common questions (“what soft-
ware’s available, then?”) a catalogue of
current SACDs was handed out which
whilst not all-embracing, was impressive
in its quality.

TAG MCLAREN bhoasted a speecly visit
from Mika Hakkinen 1o put his stamp of
approval on their products.
TAG also took this opportu-
nity 1o launch their F1 loud-
speaker. These are 4-way
heavyweights with a design
as far removed from the
norm as is possible.
Designed by Clive Grinyer,
the unique shape is intended
to minimise internal standing
waves and refraction.

One last eye-catcher was a
whaopping Magnat Vintage
990 loudspeaker on the
Recoton stand. This beauty
uses a 24in down-firing bass
unit. Unfortunately there
wasn’l a working demonstration model 1o
listen to. | suppose after all that fine
reconstruction work, the last thing Berlin
needs is buildings being shaken to their
foundations! B
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Simon Pope gets stylish with the 501.2 & 5
combination from Meridian Audio.
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HERE’S no denying it: no matter
how many times 've seen
Meridian gear before, I'm still
impressed. The solid black mass ot the
556 power amp says simply “I’'m coo’,

don’t mess!”. Rather like their Huntingdon
neighbours Cyrus, Meridian’s distinctive
look has been around for guite a few
years and yet still has the knack of look-
ing cutting-edge.

This is the new, lowest-priced pre-and-
power combination in the Meridian sta-
ble, and although not cheap when com-
pared with some similarly priced kit
we’ve encountered, you certainly get your
money’s worth when it comes to build
and finish (black textured ename! and
glass!).

VERSATILITY IS the key word to the
pre-amp. Six analogue inputs, CD,Radio,
LP, TV and two tape inputs enable many
upgrade possibilities. Although very nwch
a company dedicated to all things digital,
there is an optional MM or MC phono
input on the 501.2, albeit for an extra
£93. The front panel boasts a four charac-
ter LED display with the volume level in
decibels. The midway point is about 65dB
down on full power - | sav ‘about’
because the volume is controlled by
up/down buttons rather than a knob. In
use this is a bit of @ mixec blessing.

Rated at 100W per channel into 8.
the 556 power amplifier uses eight transis-
tors in the output stage with Meridian’s
own self-adjusting bias correction keeping
an eye on load levels.

Meridian amplification equipment has
always sounded somewhat clean and
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precise; its detractors would say hard.
This new combination sticks to the
Meridian guns, but seems to have raised
the level of transparency a step higher.
Plenty of beei here: owning a pair of
power hungry Magneplanar SMGa ‘speak
ers gave an ideal opportunity to test
Meridian’s claim that the 556 is “ideal for
driving difficult loads”.

After a few weeks or so with the amps
in the front room of maison Pope, | found
myself using the pairing on quite a regular
basis. Like certain records, they are
definitely ‘growers’.

It must be said that they perform better
with certain types of music. Over-warm
music and recordings. like the Vienna
Philharmonic’s Brahms’ Fourth tended to
sound a bit thin through the amps and
lacking rhythmic clout. All this changes
with brassy and ‘cold” music such as
Sibelius’ impressions ot the bleak Finnish
landscape. The desolation of the last
movement of the Fifth Symphony sounded
magniiicently powerful and detailed, with
the brass section clean, violins crisp and
bass strings firm and smooth.

THIS TREND continued in Rock and
Dance music. Punchy, hard music such as
the insensitive ranting of Rage Against
The Machine powered gloriously through
the ‘speakers with considerable muscle.
The same impressive results were
achieved with Underworld’s Second
Toughest In The Infants album. The
Meridians kept tight supervision on
rhythm, so the electronic beats main-
tained their mechanicai edge and the
slightly ‘glassy” sheer: of the sound - not

Source  Copy Mute

always welcome - suited the space-suit
clinical nature of the music.

Because these amplifiers sound so
‘solicl-state’, the top end could sometimes
sound a trifle harcd-edged. This lack o1
warmth contributes to shallower sound-
staging than some of the competition.
These points aside, this cracking-looking
combination has plenty of cajones, as the
Spanish say, and with exciting material
delivers the goods with impressive clout
and clarity.

Meridian 501.2 control Unit £750
556 power amplifier £950
Meridian Audio Ltd.,
14 Clifton road,
Cambs PE18 7E)

Tel: 01480 434334

WORLD VERDICT
_99®
mpressive with high octane music, but
Tacks that bit ot warmth to bring out the -
best in laid-back material. Gre?t build.
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X-A RANGE.
MACHINED, MIL-SPEC ALUMINIUM
FRONT PANEL.

MILLED METAL KNOBS.

RUGGED, NON-RESONANT
METAL CASEWORK.

JUST IMAGINE HOW GOOD
THE ELECTRONICS MUST BE.

INTEGRATED AMPS, PREAMPS, POWER AMPS, TUNER, AND CD PLAYER. FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST RING 0181 900 2866.



OPERA

Richard White skirts a mini
'speaker with a serious
attitude.

“Jeeves . . "
“Sir?”
“About those thingummies; you know, the
whatchamacallits . . ”

" fancy that ‘loudspeakers’ is the term
you require, sir.”

“Thank-you Jeeves; anyway, about the
loudspeakers, co you really think those
six driver jobs with the purple grilles are,
well, nol quite on?”

"No sir.”

“Plenty of fellows have asked me where |
bought them.”

"Possibly in order to avoid the same sales-
man, sir”

“All the same, Jeeves, they do have a cer-
tain something, don’t you think?”
“Unhappily yes, sir.”

PERA’S Minis seem 1o be intend-
ed 1o carve a niche - or is that a
shelf? - of their own. To begin
with, they have manifestly nol been built
down to a price as far as construction is
concerned. Although they measure only
10in by 6in by 7.5in (thwd), they
tip the scales at a satisfying
8.75lbs each. That
mahogany casework
has quite a lot 1o do
with this. Arranged
in what is about
the only possible
configuration in
the space, the mid-
bass driver and the
sofl dome tweeter almost
crowd the front-firing port off
the barfle. Cable terminals on the
back are pretty hefty, although unhappily
no provision is made for bi-wiring.
Reading the manufacturers’ blurb chal-
lenged me to investigale one claim in par-
ticular: that the Minis could be placed
more or less where one liked. Since tnis
flies in the face of most instructions, dur-
ing the course of my listening | contrived
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some pretty unorthodox positions for them

and was pleased to find that there is quite
a lump of truth in the claim. Alright, imag-
ing was not always at its best but for
achieving a useable result, the Operas did
show themselves lo be fairly forgiving.

GETTING DOWN to specifics, Alfred
Brendel’s masterly bash at Liszt’s Fantasy
and Fugue on Bach demonstrated that the
Minis had been conceived for ‘serious’ use,
and probably ‘serious’ music with it
Brendel’s playing sounded unusually
sonotous even by his standardls. |
can readily imagine pracli-
cally ‘dead’ acoustics in
which this attribute
would be very
handy, though it
your system errs on
the warm side it
might want
walching.

Despite this caveal, the

Operas displayed none of
the dreaded boom; | imagine
that the cabinel construction plays an
essential role here.

By chance, Elgar’s Pimms and
Cucumber March No 2 was tickling the
airwaves when | tuned in. Even-tempered
1o a fault, the 'speakers made short and
creditably musical work of the percussion
thumps which afflict the trio section of this
work.

Continuing to this feast of reason, up
jumped the Vienna Philharmonic (o
accompany the stupefying Christa Ludwig
in Brahms’ Goethe settings. Considering
the size of the ‘speakers, this came over
very well, with a captivating richness bal
anced by sparkle and light.

Despite my general scepticism con-
cerning mini loudspeakers, Opera’s pint-
size unils made themselves very comfort-
able practically wherever | placed them.
Fractionally boltom lieavy they may be,
but then most people prefer 1o be saie
rather than sorry where bass is concerned.
For a ‘go anywhere’ design with high-class
styling and construction, coupled with a
very musical outlook, it shouldn’t be diffi
cult 1o find good homes for them. B

Opera Mini £300
UKD

23, Richings Way,
Iver, Bucks.,

SLO 9DA

Tel: 01753 652669
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LOWEST PRICES IN THE UK?

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 01204 861 861 - 01204 707079

KEF MODEL 100 ARCAM YAMAHA DSP-A1 PIONEER PD-S505
SPEAKER ALPHA 7 - ALPHA 8 - ALPHA 9 - ALPHA 10 DSP-A2 PRECISION

ALSO MODEL Q95¢c, 200c

Amp, CD,
Tuner, Power
Amp

PIONEER VSA-E06 Y=Ll
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SONY MDS-JE530
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SOUND & VISION ® Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday

(FARNWORTH)

44 HIGHER MARKET STREET, Thursday late
FARNWORTH, BOLTON BL4 9BB -
Tel: (01204) 707079 ® Up to 36 Months Interest Free Credit

Tel: (01204) 861861 @® WE BEAT PRICES

LOWEST PRICES IN THE UK?



CALL US LAST TO FIND OUT......

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 01204 861 861 - 01204 707079
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SOUND & VISION
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LEASE consider some mild criti-
Pcism; the quantity of “useful”

prose - reviews, features etc. -
seems to be steadily decreasing, replaced
with junk of no interest to hi-fi, or with
inset pictures of trivial details. | know the
new DTP software is very versatile and
great fun, but it’s not what hi-fi enthusi-
asts are paying for.

The columns are especially irritating -
eg. in the October issue, Noel Keywood
takes a page to say “It’s difficult to find
good blank disks in Tottenham Court
Road, but one source is Pro Tape in
Percy St.” He could have done some-
thing useful with the saved page, like
telling those of us who don’t live in
London the best brands, and the mail-

order sources and prices. ' 4*"//’

Dominic Todd - persanally, | don't wasted before he starts, it = “the Pickupenrun Mk. 7
care about “socio-economic categories,” s difficult to avoid the = is reasonable, but the (Iong list
if 1 did I'd read The Economist. impression that he is of pickups) are better at the price.” or

Richard White - at least partially desperately trying to fill the page. alternatively “I can't think of anything
worth reading, say about a third. As in A factor he seems to be missing is better without spending much more.”
his otherwise good review of the MF “What else can you get at the same I hope that you will take this as an
A300, where one and a half columns is price?” The review could end by saying attempt to criticise constructively. | hope
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WRITE & WIN WITH HI-FI WORLD!

Every letter we print wins a superb prize! On offer are
The Chord Co. interconnects, Audio Electronics
books, Ringmat Statmats,

and a FREE
subscription to
Hi-Fi World for
the best letter
of the month!
Please write,
fax or e-mail to
Hi-F World
Mail, Suite F29, Imex
House, Kilburn Park Road,
London NW6 5LF.

Fax: +44 (0)171 328 1844
E-mail: edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk
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also that you will do more of your
reviews of old-world classics such as the
Quad Il amps and electrostatic speakers;
! was so impressed that | now have a set
- after much searching of “For Sale” ads.
Regards, D.J.Brian
DaveB@tanstaafl.k-web.co.uk

Your comments are welcome inas-
much as we try not to write in a vacu-
um and need to know what readers
think.

As | hope everyone has noticed, we
have had a bit of a facelift in the past
few months. | would stress that one of
the ‘duties’ of any magazine is to
attract more readers. Even on the most
sordid financial considerations, a mag-
azine needs at the very least to top up
its readership, and preferably to
expand it. On a more warrying note,
every under-thirty who finds even the
look of hi-fi magazines staid and undy-
namic brings the commercial death of
our hobby nearer. There is little point in
servicing a smaller and smaller propor-
tion of the already shrinking hi-fi read-
ing public. Hence our more up-to-date
design, not te mention our successful
Computer Audio initiative.

As regards our columns, we seem
to have struck a raw nerve there!
Noel, Dominic and myself try to give a
larger view of hi-fi than simple prod-
uct reviews can cover. Noel is a writer,
publisher, designer and manufacturer
with years of experience to his credit.
Dominic is the manager of a busy
retail outlet. | love rotten jokes. In
each case we bring our own tastes
and experience into play, and | stress
that these are personal columns
which are not, nor should they be,
under the shadow of the editorial
thumb - grammar and libel laws
excepted!

| hope all this doesn’t sound like a
“we’re right - what yer going to do
about it?” attitude on our part. We do
take all reader feedback seriously and
would be fools to ignore it.

As always, what we are seeking is
the right balance: balance between
old and new technology; between
mainstream and odd-ball design;
between readers who seek informa-
tion solely and readers who wish to be
entertained; between the present, the
past and the future. It’s not always
easy! RMW
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SPARE A COPPER?

NEVER cease to be bemused by arti-
I cles on esoteric mains connecting

cables for Hi-Fi (HFW June 2dition).
Corsider ng electricity is probably gener-
ated hundreds of kilometres from aur
honmes, is fed through step-ug and step-
down transforme-s, then distr buted
through & possiblle mixute of stranded
copper or solid aluminium cables - some
of which may have been buried in the
earth for sixty or seventy years - how on
earth can the last metre od cable trans-
form the sound?

Also cables "burning in’ is another
source of amuserient. | am anm electrician,
and when | re-wire a house | do ¢t have
to wait ten houss for the lights to reach
full brilliance or the kettle to 2oil more
quickly!

(Cables may burr GUT if the cornexions
are not tight.)

I feel Hi-fi is getting a touch of The
King's New Clothas about it. Fay an arm
and a leg for a metre of cable and if you
canrot hear the difference, you are a fool.

In my opinion the only ones hearing
{or s2eing) a difference are the cable man-
ufacturers’ bank managers!

D Hamilton, Surrey

| must admit to having a certain
ameount of sympathy with your views.
Unfartunately for all we sceptical
types, it’s not a simple as it seems. To
take an analogy, our water supply
comes through who knows how many
different enviroments before it reaches
the tap. Nevertheless, it is still
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possible to filter it or soften it before
use, with markedly beneficial results if
you happen to live in an area where
your bath resembles a lime caverm and
your tea has a tilm on it!

Although cable design is someting
of a black art as far as I’'m concerned,
it surely stands to reason that design
cannot have no effect on the result. By
well-conceived weaving of the strands,
it should be possible to induce cancel-
lation effects for some of the unoffi-
cial stuff which tends to add itself to
the mains frequency; at least this
appears to be the premise on which
most mains cables are designed. | sup-
pose the real idea is to give the
smoothing circuits as easy a time as
possible, without having to worry about
spuria beyond the call of duty.

The jury may still be out in some
instances, but there are too many sat-
isfied customers for the effects of
mains cable on sound quality to be just
sales-talk - and | say this as an
accredited sceptic on the matter!

‘Burning in’ is jargon for ‘sounding
nicer after a time’. It is difficult to
specify what precisely causes the phe-
nomenan, but it can make a difference;
when we’re dealing with micro-volt-
ages it is too sweeping to say that,
say, magnetic re-alignment of the
cable material (the most common
explanation) can’t make a difference.

In my experience, it pays to keep a
suspicious nature and an open mind!
RMW
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ARE YOU...
DISSATISFIED »it. YOUR SYSTEM ?

The Russ Andrews catalogue and booklets are packed full of explanations, tips and advice. Our accessories
and cables bring real and obvious improvements, and you have complete peace of mind with the Russ
Andrews Guarantee.We even deliver free of charge right to your door! Whether you have a mini system or
a high end Hi-Fi system we can help you to get the maximum musical pleasure with the minimum of fuss.

So call us FREE on 0800 373467 quoting ref: AHW1199.

R —
RUSS ANDREWS ACCESSORIES ¢ MAIL ORDER DIRECT “” ‘
Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd., Windermere Road, Staveley Kendal Cumbria LAS 9PL “m |

Tel: (+44) 01539 823247 Fax: (+44) 01539 823317 E ma ahw1199@russandrews.com www.russandrews.com

Audio Note

!
Amlj\lizuj\./a’e You've probably read obout the
System Zero legendary Ongaku.
valve “Midi Now come and see Audio Note's
System” now affordable range and compare
on dem. against the cream of the other best
amplifiers in the world.

Amazon  ARS Acoustica ATC  Audible lllusions  Audio Note  Audio Physic ~ Audio Synthesis ~ Avantgarde CAT  Clearaudio  Croft  DNM
EAR Yoshino Final Graham Helios JM Lab Living Voice ~Morch  Musical Fidelity MVL  NotePerfect Nordost Ortofon  Plinius Rega
Simon Yorke  Stax  Sugden Transfiguration ~ Trilogy Tron  Vanden Hul Verdier  Vienna Acoustics Yamamura  Churchill

Interest fiee
credit on most
Walrus Systems items, subject 10, €-mail: mail@walrus.co.uk
11 New Quebec St, London W1 0171 724 7224 i, Web: www.walrus.co.uk

fax: 0171 724 4347
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UP TO SCRATCH

HILST listening to a CD the
other day (Massive Attack’s
Blue Lines, which | found

when out walking!) | was not surprised to
find that the many scratches on the play-
ing surface made it virtually unplayable
due to jumping.

It occurred to me that if the scratches
could be polished out without causing
further damage, then the disc could be
restored to full working order.

After trying various houshold cleaning
substances (on the discs, not me!) | found
that toothpaste has just the right polishing
qualities for the job.

Simply lie the disc on a flat surface and
apply the toothpaste with cotton wool or
pads of kitchen roll, polishing radially with
moderate pressure for about two or three

minutes. Pay extra attention to any really
bad scratches (the width of a scratch being
more detrimental than its depth).

Although this process leaves a slight *
frosting to the surface, players don’t seem
to mind this: the three unplayable CDs in
my collection (including the lucky find)
have all been made 100% once more by
this method.

A\ ON'T throw out your scratched

CD’s; in the vast majority of cases
they can be saved. You will need a nice
piece of lint free cloth and a tin of Brasso!
It is possible to buff out the minor
scratches from the disc by buffing from
the edge to the centre and back again. |
have to say that | was sceptical at first
but then | thought that if | wasn't playing

L world mail

| have not yet experimented with dif-
ferent brands - maybe Colgate would give
your player the ‘ring of confidence’!

I hope this tip will be of use to fellow
readers who, like myself, begrudge paying
rip-off CD prices once, let alone as a
repeat puschase for jumping discs!

Jez Arkless
Arkless Electronics, Teeside

the album then | had nothing to lose! It
worked and now if | have the inevitable
accident whilst entertaining, or leave a
disc within reach of the drool queen of
the house (the baby), | can normally get
my music back with a little energetic
rubbing.

DO YOU HAVE TO LET IT LINNGER?

LP12/Cirkus/Ekos/Klyde/Lingo record

player; Karik 3/Numerik CD player;
Kudos tuner; Kairn/Klout amplification;
Kaber loudspeakers with Linn cables and

I HAVE the following Linn kit:

interconnects. Most of this has
been upgraded to current spec.

Problem: if | were to buy
this lot new it would cost (save
the record player) about
£11,000. If I sold it, I might get
£3,550 - £4000. | love the
record player but have tired of
some or all of the other com-
ponents. | was thinking of
keeping my LP12 and ditching
the rest, then using the pro-
ceeds to buy a new CD player,
budget tuner (I only listen to
the radio occasionally), plus
and amp and loudspeakers.
Would | be mad to do so?

Can | buy superior sound
quality by spending £5000 or
so on replacements when my Linn gear
cost twice as much?

| have heard other systems which cost
much less than mine that nonetheless
seemed to be more musically satisfying.
My CD is tiring but maybe at the end of
the day all CD players are like this!

If you consider | could put a system
together for this sort of money which
would be a big and definite improvement,
please point me in the right direction.

Jonathan Diamond
Herts.
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A traveller from the Planet Linn! The
Monarchs of the Clyde produce a very
full range of quality hi-fi, which it is
fair to say gives a distinctive sound. To
those who love it, there’s nothing else;

those who don’t are left wondering
what all the fuss is about. It seems to
me that you’re part way between the
two camps.

It may be worthwhile having a look
at what you’ve got in case any one
item is contributing disproportionately
to the malaise you’re feeling. | note
that you say that your gear has been
upgraded to the latest specifications
but, for instance, Linn loudspeakers
have not gained universal approbation.
Why not try a change of 'speaker first.

In the first place, a loudspeaker not
specifically designed for the rest of
your system could be very revealing of
whatever is at the root of your problem.
Secondly, if a new pair effects a cure,
you’ll have saved a small
fortune while keeping the
benefits of a familiar system.
Jamo’s Concert 11s at
around £2000 spring to mind;
they have a good deal of
power and sparkle which
may give just that bit of lift.
We all have different

tastes and suggesting sys-
tems is an occupation
fraught with hazard - as
many dissatisfied customers
of hi-fi ‘specialists’ will tes-
tify. 1 do not recommend
wholesale slaughter in any
case. If you change just
about everything, the sound
will certainly be different
but quantisizing any improvement
could be difficuit. On the other hand, if
Jjust ‘different’ will suit you for the
moment, i’d recommend you look at
Musical Fidelity’s A300 (£1399), Creek
CD43 (£500 - remember CD won’t be for
ever!), Cambridge T500 tuner (£180).
That looks like just over £2000 to me,
which leaves an awful lot of money for
your loudspeakers.

Better than your Linn? Difficult to
say, but a change can be as good as a
rest. Best of luck. RMW
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PRODUCTS TO IMPROVE
THE SOUND OF YOUR
RECORDS & CDs

RINGMAT

The world’s leading turntable mat

RINGMAT
SUPPORT SYSTEM

A complete, modular system to help you
achieve the perfect sound from your LPs

O STATMAT

for the best sound from your CDs

Now introducing

RINGMAT FEET

Vibration control for the base
of your hi-fi components

You’ll notice the difference immediately.
Just place RINGMAT FEET under
cach foot of a hi-fi component
and hear your music come to life.

Another cost-effective way to upgrade your hi-fi system.
Use RINGMAT FEET with:
@ Turntables ® CD players
® Tuners @ Tape players
@® Amplifiers @ Loudspeakers
And any other hi-fi component.

Can be used with many types of anti-vibration platform.
Heavy duty Feet available for components up to 21kg

Special introductory offer valid to 15th November, 1999:
4 Ringmat Feet from £50.00 (normally £75.00)
3 Ringmat Feet from £40.00 (normally £60.04)

Our products ¢an be obtained through good hi-fi retailers;
also available on mail order with moneyback guarantee.

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
PO BOX 200 BRENTWOOD ESSEX CM15 9FB GB
T: +44 (0)1277 200 210 F: +44 (0)1277 201 225
E-mail: eng-hfw@ringmat.com
Website: www.ringmat.com
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ORANGES
& LEMONS

Juicy fruit from
London’s Ireshest
hi-fi / home cinema retailer.
Free home installation + credit cards,
0% credit linance available
(subject to status).

ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK,
CASTLE, CHORD CO, DENON,
EPOS. KEF, MARANTZ,
MICROMEGA, NAD, NAIM, NEAT,
QUAD, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL,
ROYD. RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE,
STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA

Now in our fifth flumbovant year

THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO RETAILER

0171-924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW11

the real sound experience

Trade-in price %*£135.00

rade 'n price *£77°45.00

ar_iofe —
Trade-in price *£215.00

.

Tralesin piice *'#975.00

=

e ]
l’.‘u‘:_m = Trade-in price *£180.00

*Trade-in any cartridge to qualify for the special offer price.
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SIZE DOESN’T MATTER
HAVE just bought a Musical Fidelity
I A220 amp and am looking for a good
set of speakers to match.

My current set up is a Sony CDX5000
with QED interconnects. | have a room
which is about 10m x 5m but the avail-
able listening area is more like 5m x
2.5m. | like listening to live recordings -
Spanish guitar, Clapton etc. and have tried
the following speakers so far: B&W 602
(series 3) - favourites, Kelly KT3, KEF
Reference 3, Magnaplanar 3.5R and
Castle Harlech.What would you suggest ?
| don’t mind second-hand and have a
budget of £800 - £1,000.

Charles Alison
Hong Kong.

Well, it looks like you've done a fair
amount of preliminary auditioning
already. An important factor to consid-
er here is space - | suppose living in
Hong Kong has to have a downside! All
of the models you name will have their
strengths and weaknesses and all are

THE BEST OF BUDGET
'VE just come back to the world of
I Hi-Fi after a ten year absence abroad

and desperately need some advice

on where to start upgrading my current
{very) budget system.

| recently picked up a Technics
SLPG590 which had good reviews as a
budget CD player, and also have a basic
Technics amp which is three years old,
along with a pair of Sony E-30 speakers
which are sitting on bricks and concrete
slabs.
Surprisingly the sound is OK, but now
that | have started to really listen to
music again, | really want to start upgrad
ing this kit. | have also recently started
collecting records (again) and want to
buy a reasonable turntable in the next
few months so that | can actually listen
to them!

| live in a first floor flat which doesnt
have a very big room (4m x 3.5m),
and the E-30s cause quite a bit of boom,
so | was intending to go tor
something like the Tannoy M2.5s or the
Aegis One speakers on stands. Next in
line would be the turntable. It seems that
the Rega Planar 3 is the obvious choice,

but if | go for the Rega | would also need

also large. If the whole room you men-
tion was the listening space, you
should have no problem with this, but if
it’s half the size, as you say, you may
find yourself getting swamped (physi-
cally and musically?}.

The Magnaplanars will give you a
wonderfully detailed and open sound,
but are power-hungry and may not suit
your amp, if that is a prioirity. The
Kellys will match the 50W+per channel

to upgrade my amp to get any real bene-
fit from L.
I didn’t want to spend mare than

£250 on speakers with stands but | am

quite happy with my current bricks and
paving slabs in the short term it
spending the extra money on the speak
ers will reap real benefits. Apart

from the cost of the Rega turntable, |
could spend about another £250 on an
amp, but | don’t know where to begin as
the choice seems even wider than that
for speakers. Please help!
Nick Vivian
High Wycombe

Panic not, help is at hand! As we dis-
covered recently, the Acoustic Energy
Aegis Ones are a great buy. They have
a punchy and solid sound with minimal
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of the class A A220 very well and give
a powerful and involving performance,
due to their high sensitivity, but they’re
not exactly subtle. Size is a problem
too, as with the KEF Reference 3s.
Although excellent performers with
deep bass, the KEFs need a very large
room (10m x 7m minimum) with a tall
ceiling, otherwise they will just be too
much with bass heavy music. The B&W
and Castle models are probably closer
to the mark when it comes to balanc-
ing your system, but the Castles can
sound a bit sterile, we found.

As an alternative to the B&Ws, try a
pair of Jamo Concert 8 stand mounters,
which have beautifully clean sound
with solid punchy bass (but at £1500
means you may have to consider a sec-
ond hand pair). Richard swears by his
Klipsch Heresies (reviewed May ‘99)
which could be an interesting and pow-
erful listen. These sweeties image per-
fectly and will bring your acoustic gui-
tar material to life like few others can.
SP

bass boom (as long as you keep them
out of corners!). They're not exactly
the smoothest around, but their sense
of scale goes well beyond their dimen-
sions. The Tannoy m2.5s that you men-
tion have deep solid bass that might
overwhelm your small listening area.
Give them a try, though, along with
KEFs new Cresta 2s, which are power-
ful yet civilised and may suit your con-
ditions better. Both Atacama and
Target make decent stands for any of
these models for about £50.

As for an amp to compliment a
Rega Planar 3, why not give an ear to
Rotel’s RA931,which has a competent
phono input and is excellent value at
£150? The extra £100 or so can go on
quality interconnects/speaker cable to
enhance the sound even further. SP
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WILMSLOW AUDIO LIMITED

The name in loudspeakers for over 30 years

As well as being the largest supplier of loudspeaker Kits
in the UK we are also renown for our comprehensive
range of drive units, accessories and components. Our
stock profile includes units of the highest quality such as:-

ATC,
Dynaudio,
KEF,
Morel,
Peerless.
Scan-speuk,
and Volt.

Our stock list of components is equally as impressive
with capacitors from Ansar, SCR (Solen) and Hovland
Musicap.

We have ceramic wire wound resistors and air-cored
inductors from Volt.

We have spent hour upon hour listening to cables and
interconnects from all manner of manutacturers and have
settled on a range to suit all budgets and hopefully all
tastes.

So if you are thinking of building your own loudspeakers
or refurbishing your cherished but ageing

speakers you should contact us for all your requirements.
Our aim is to provide you the customer with the best ser-
vice possible at the fairest price.

Loudspeaker Kits

Our range of loudspeaker Kits
is constantly changing and
increasing to give you the
choice that you deserve. But
should you still yearn for
something more cxotic or
unique, then we are happy to
offer our design service to
assist you in your quest.

All our loudspeaker kits are
on demonstration and you are
welcome to visit at any time,
no appointments necessary.

Phone for your FREE catalogue or check out
our website: www.wilmslow-audio.co.uk

WILMSLOW AUDIO LIMITED

50 Main Street. Broughton Astley. Leicester
Tel: 01455 286603 Fax: 01455 286605
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replay

THE FOLLOWING ARE EX DEMONSTRATION MODELS

CD Players sale price
LFD Mistral £649
Pink Triangle Numeral £700
Teac VRDS 8 £499

Amplifiers

Audio Analogue Bellini/
Donizetti

Crimson 610/620

LFD LSO pre (inc MM/MC)
LFD Mistral integrated
LFD Mistral phono stage

Trilogy 901/948 ‘vaive)

Loudspeakers

Heybrook Heylette (rosewood)
Heybrook Optima (cherry)
Keswick Blueprint Point One
Neat Critique mk Il {black)
Neat Mystique (cherry)

Neat Petite |1l {cherry)

Royd Doublet {b‘ack)

Royd Minstrel (black)

EMAIL replay@dial.pipex.com
WEB SITE http:/www.replay.dial.pipex.com

TEL: 01244 401290

Demonstrations by appointment.
Mastercard. Visa. Switch. Delta.

Replay {Audic Consultants) Panton Road, Hoole, Chester. CH2 3HX
ALCHEMIST® APOLLO @ AUDIO ANALOGUE @ AUDIO PHYSIC @ AVI @ CREEK
IMSON @ DNM RESON @ HEYBROOK @ JAMO @ LFD @ MERACUS
® MUSICAL FIDELITY @ NEAT @ ORIGIN LIVE @ PINK TRIANGLE @ PROJECT
® ROKSAN @ ROYD @ SONNETEER @ TARGET @ TEAC @ TRICHORD @ TRILOGY
® UKD @ YAMAMURA CHURCHILL et

EFINITIVE AUDIO

DEFINITIVE AUDIO STARTER SYSTEM
"One of the best systems | have heard. At any price" HFC '98.
“The Lving Voice Aud'toriums are so good they may be the last speaker that you buy' AQ '99
AIRSCOUT SYSTEM
"Don’t expect to find a better speaker system” HFC'S7
°If realism is your aim then this is as close as it gets." WHF '98
"Never will you hear music so free, so real in physical presence” AQ ‘99,

SUVIMER CLEAROUT

Part exchanged items for sale: Sale New
2 x Vitavox RH330 mid range horns £300 pair
2 x Vitavox AK 157 bassdrivers £500 pair
Naim 72 pre amp £300 (£745)
Naim CD2 £1000 (£2000)
Notts. Analogue Mentor Tonearm £400 (£800)
Musical Fidelity A220 int. amp ex-dem £580 (£700)
Musical Fidelity A2 Int. amp ex-dem £380 (£500)
Musical Fidelity A2 Int. amp NEW £400 (£500)
Linn Isobarik stands per pair £40

Living Voice Aucitorium - cherry £950 (£1500)
impulse Taus - Maple £1500 (£2700)
Hadcock special Tonearm £400 (£600)
Heybrook Optinma loudspeakers NEW still boxed £190 (£250)
Carver Platinum loudspeakers £600 (£2700)
Art Auidio Quintet Integrated ex-dem £1250 (£1852)
Art Audio Diavolo 300B single ended £3000 (£4000)
Ariston RD 80 Turntable (no arm) £100

Audio Innovations Series 800 Mk. 1 £450

Jjust fully serviced

Audio Innovatiors S800 Anniversary £850 (£1500)
Audio Note P4 Monos £2500 (£4000)
Audio Note Dac3 Sig £1700 (£2850)
Audio Note ANV i/connect 2m £250 (£ 500)
Voyd Tumtable - Ash £850 (£2000)
Voyd Turntable - Mahogany £850 (£2000)
Helios Model | CD player ex-dem £1000 (£1300)
LP 12/ARO/LINGO/CIRCUS TRAMP etc £1200 (£3200)

Plus - Too many secord hand interconnects and speaker
cables (inc Audio Note Acoustic Precision) to list.  £Various
AMEX * VISA » MASTERCARD
Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666
* Living Voice + Border Patrol - Art Audio » SJS Electroacoustics - Wadia
Vitavox « Lowther » MF - Kelly - Nott'm Analogue + Mystic mat + SME> WB - Ortofon *
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Is there anybody there? Jon Marks summons up the
Thule Spirit IA60 to discover whether it’s out of this

world...

HAT s it that distinguishes
audiophile hi-fi from mass-
market Mini and Midi systems?
There’s the sound, of course, but there’s
an even more obvious give-away - fea-
tures. Cheap electronics housed in a pias-
tic box are usually weighed down with all
the exiras which yeu’d rather had
remained optional. At the other end of the
scale you'll find the stark functionalism of
purist gear. Located firmly in the ultra-
minimalist schoo! of minimalist styling is
Thule's 60 Watl integrated, the £450 Spirit
1A60.

The curved fascia is breached only by
a single gold-coloured knob, a red LCD
display and a lone small bution. Thu'e’s
idea with its budget Spirit range is to keep
the cost dawn “by using leading-edge
technology and rejecting unnecessary fea-
tures” (which presumably included things
like extra buttons and knabs!). Ergo a front
panel as uncluttered as they come, pro-
viding selection of four line-level sources
and a tape loop via said small button

(which also sends the amp into standby it
it's pressed for two seconds). Volume,
which is displayed along with input on
the LCD, is adjusted by spinning the

HI-FI WORLD

knob. Tt [s tv ontain-
ing a ladder of 80 pairs of res stors

arranged in 1dB increments. This results

Cs, each

in very close channel matching, and at
the sort of low sellings owners of sensitive
speakers usually requiie, the IA60's bal
ance leaves litle 10 be desired.

SO MUCH FOR the electronics. To
find out how things would periorm soni-
cally, | coupled up mv Jamo Concert 8s
and Acoustic Precis on FR1s. Sources
were a T+A CD 1270 R and Kenwood's
venerable DP-X9010 t-ansport mated 1o a
Pink Triangle Ordinal DAC. A DPA 50S
pre and a pair of Trio’s L-08 monoblocs
were also wheeled in 10 test the Pre
Out/Power In capabilities of the amp.

Fresh from the box, the Thule demon-
sirated the same smoothness which had
characterized the matching CD100 player
we reviewed in April 1999. Bass however
was sluggish and images weren’t breaking
iree of the loudspeaker enclosures.
Seventy-two hours’ surn-in later and the
Spirit was evidently more at ease, the
Breakbeat bass-lines of Red Snapper’s
Prince Blimey CD altogether faster and
firmer. This was pretty impressive stuff,
given the fact that mest amps al this price
tend to keel over when faced by the
Jamos’ boltom-end, the consequent mush
beirg about as musical as your average
Midi.

MAINTAINING ITS poise and refine-
ment, the Thule had no trouhle handling
the power and bite of the strings ot the
Palladian Quartet and Trios For Four.

Where less composed integrateds can add
coarseness, the IA60 was unobtrusive.
What’s more, its imaging and sound slag-
ing remained clear and stable after a swap
to the denser production of Natacha
Atlas’ £zzay - all frenetic, swirling vio-
lins, hand-claps and meaty synth chords.

It was these two CDs which showed
where the Thule’s musical heart really lay.
Its polished, meltifluous rendition of the
Palladian Quartel was more convincing
than the way it reproduced the Arabian
rhythims of Natacha Atlas’ Gedida, enjoy-
able though they were. If most of your
CDs fall under the headings Death Metal,
Thrash, Hip-Hop or Reggae, it's worth
considering, say, Audio Analogue’s non-SE
Puccini at the same price, although to be
fair the ltalian lacks the flexibility offered
by the Thule’s Pre In/Power Out sockets.
On the other hand, if you are sent by
orchestral music, and fancy remote con-
trol, or even ii you need 1o calm the
fevered biow of a source or ‘speakers suf-
fering from over-enthusiastic treble, give
the classy 1A60 a hearing. @

Thule Spirit IA60 £449.95
Glaive Limited

Unit 7,

Wren Ind. Estate,
Coldred Road,
Maidstone,

Kent ME15 9YT

Tel: 01622 664070
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review

Seeking a break from
bland wooden boxes,
Jon Marks samples the
FR1 loudspeakers from
Acoustic Precision.

800 may seem a lot to pay for a

couple of items that look suspi-

ciously like they should be cov-
ered in spots and dangling from a Ford
Capri’s rear-view mirror, but the FR1s
are obviously no ordinary loudspeak-
ers. A shortlist of non-standard design
features would include only one driver
in each enclosure, cabinets made from
polystyrene (yes, you did read that
right!), and an all-over furry covering
(not leopard skin, fortunately for the
wildlife of this world, rather felt in a fetch
ing range of shades). These answers
prompt the question why, especially when
almost everyone else toes the two or
three-drivers-and-MDF line.

Tom Evans, who put the Precision in
Pioneer’s respected electronics, is a man
on a mission when it comes to phase lin-
earity. Unhappy with the way traditional
multi-driver speakers treat phase relation-
ships with all the subtlety of a V12 chain-
saw thanks to their crossovers, he decided
a new, or in fact old, approach was called
for.

THE EASIEST means of avoiding the
crossover ‘skewing’ which causes the out-
put of the tweeter, for example, to reach
your ears before the contribution of the
mid/bass (when both originated at the
same time in real life) is to throw the
crossover away. The next inevitable step is
a full-range drive unit, much as was used
before crossovers became widespread,
and after with twin-cone transducers from
Wharfedale and Lowther to name but
two. Choose to reduce cabinet coloration
as well, and you arrive at a low-mass,
thick-wall box made from high-density
polystyrene. The felt cuts down on cabi-
net reflections that can blur imaging and
sound staging, a couple of attributes close
to the designer’s heart.

<DIE:

Switching
from a pair of Jamo Concert 8s to the
Acoustic Precisions was a major culture
shock. One drawback of that lone 4in.
metal cone shows up in the bass — there
isn’t much of it. Although our measure-
ments prove Ted Jordan’s hand-made
devices get as low as 50 or 60Hz, they do
so after a gentle but prolonged roll-off.
Repositioning the FR1s closer to a rear
wall aids in filling out the bottom-end, but
then their imaging and sound staging start
becoming slightly fuzzy round the edges,
which is a shame, as both are extremely
impressive. Put it this way, returning to
the £1300 Jamos after a week with the
Eikos babies was as big a shock as the ini-
tial swap, the Concert 8s (which are better
than most two-ways at reconstructing an
acoustic and the performers in it) sound-
ing as clear as porridge by contrast.

THE BENEFITS of phase-linear repro-
duction go further, though. Setting up a
couple of crossover’d speakers after living
with the tonal purity and naturalness of
the FR1s across the whole spectrum was a
major disappointment. Where the smaller
boxes had possessed a crispness, detail
and harmonic "rightness’ when handling
female vocals (Natacha Atlas and Beth
Orton) and, especially, the accordion,
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their more tradi

tional counter-
parts were
smeared, hard
and artificial.
Unsurprisingly
seeing as there’s no time-
shift invoived and their cones are light-
weight, the FR1s were more rhythmic and
musical to boot.

Tom Evans’ search for phase-linear
loudspeakers has resulted in an intriguing
design. If you're into bass above all else,
you'll find the FR1s hard to live with. On
the other hand, if your tastes are more
catholic, you might find them tough to
live without once you’ve put in the time
to get their positioning and partnering
equipment correct. Of course, what'’s
called for here is a subwoofer to keep
both parties happy. Strangely enough,
plans for a subwoofer are in the pipeline
as we go to press! W

Acoustic Precision Eikos RF1 £800
Acoustic Precision

50 Bedwlwyn Road,

Ystrad Mynach,

Mid. Glamorgan

CF82 7AE
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VINYL

As the black plastic revival continues
in earnest, we thought we’d round up
the latest re-releases. David Price

waxes lyrical.

L feature

NDAIT
eé f.lrf } W‘g ﬂ J'i E R

QUEEN

A Day at the
Races

EMI MILLENNIUM
COLLECTION
For all the fresh-

MICHAEL HEDGES

Aerial Boundaries

WINDAM HILL WH-1032/ALTO
ANALOGUE

A sublime performance from a master of

the classical guitar, recorded on one of
the most prestigious labels of the eighties
(Windham Hill), re-pressed to impecca-
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bly high standards by Alto and available
from audiophile vinyl specialists Vivante.
So il's awesome, right? In a sense, yes,
but I’'m still not totally convinced. Played
on anything but the very best vinyl
replay equipment, this disc’s superb tran-
sients, dynamics and clarity will blow
your socks oft. But hear it through the
highest of hi-fi and it seems just a touch
artificial. This, | fear, is due to the origi-
nal digital recording, which is stunningly
clean and clear but just too “digital”!

This reissue is of the highest quality,
better than the original in my view, but a
top class turntable will start drawing
attention to the digital recorder (an early
44.056kHz Sony PCM, if | am not mis-
taken), which lacks air, space and tonal
richness - precisely why we still enjoy
vinyl! Still, overall it's a brilliant pur-
chase for under thirty quid - Hedges
takes classical guitar to the limit.

ness and originality of Queen’s early
albums, the recording quality was
never much to shout about. Even discs
from the first pressing run were a tad
thin, so it’s a pleasant surprise to find
EMI’s Millennium Collection to be
extreme y well done. They've made a
point of not digitally remastering them
this time round (unlike the all zoo ster
ile soundirg first Centenary series) and
the resu tirg sound is impressive.
Indeed, A Day at the Races sounds
satisfyin 3ly powerful even today - the
pressing is easily good enoughi to let
the mus cianship on this classic LP
shine.

Although not perfect, its sonics still
trounce the CD and you get the benefit
of the vinyl format’s fantastic packag
ing, which EMI has recreated in its full
glory. Heartily recommended and great
valte at araund £13 from your local
vinyl emporium,
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MICHELL ORBE

Millenn um Special Edition

— >

iy L’.

Michell will be offering 50
numbered Limited Edition
Gold plated Orbes
complete with SME V Gold
Plated tonearms,
to commemorate the coming
Millennium....

A SYMBOL OF PRECISION

For details contact:
Michell Engineering Ltd, 2 Theobald St, Borehamwood, Herts, WD6 4SL
Tel: 0181 953 0771 Fax: 0181 207 4688
e-mail: john@michell-engineering.co.uk Website: www.michell-engineering.co.uk

Trichond Research Linived

DO NOT UNDER-ESTIMATE
THE POWER OF CLEAN MAINS!

‘Powerblock 500’ mains conditioner
500 Watts of clean power for your hi-fi system (1KW version also available)
Available now for only £299 + carriage
14 day trial period - refund if not satisfied. For further details:

Trichord Research Ltd, 6 Woodlands Close, Malvern Wells, Worceste;shire, WRI14 4]D
Tel: +44 (0) 1684 573524 Fax: + 44 (0) 1684 577380
email: graham@trichordresearch.com. Website: www.trichordresearch.com
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THE DOORS

LA Woman

DCC COMPACT CLASSICS LPZ 2050
Best known for The Doors’ classic Riders

on the Storm, LA Woman is a compelling
late sixties rock work, and all the more
so thanks to a stunning remaster from
DCC.

Deeply ‘analogue’ in the best sense of
the word, the DCC pressing trounces all
but the US original first pressing in every
respect. Extremely sweet, rich, warm,
open and musical, the meticulous atten-
tion DCC have paid to this reissue is evi-
dent the second the stylus hits the
groove. Ultimately it isn’t a Windham
Hill style ‘hi-fi record’ - sixties recording
technology just wasn’t clean enough -
but it’s still a supremely enjoyable listen.
Oh, and the packaging is second to
absolutely nothing on earth. Brilliant.

feature

JOHN BARRY

Themeology

THE SPECIALS

Specials

EM| MILLENNIUM COLLECTION

A memorable slice of vinyl with a suitably
sparse production from a young, spotty
Elvis Costello (who he?) and some jovous
playing from Jerry Dammers and the
boys. Songs are great, the energy is amaz-
ing and the clarity of the recording is
good. | have to say though, that despite
the Embassy fag burns and Watney’s Pale
Ale stains that my 1980 original sports, it
still sounds better. The re-:ssue is a touch
colder and lacking in ambience, although
it still sounds dynamic and powerful -
those kettle drums are no less of a joy
than they were all those years ago - and it
trashes CD in the musicality stakes. A fine

re-issue at an even better
price (£13) but its sound
quality will never
cause sleepless
nights for the
likes of DCC.

BLUE NOTE 5021

LOU DONALDSON
QUINTET

New Faces

JAPANESE BLUE NOTE TO))-5021

To its eternal credit, Blue Note Japan

HI-Ft WORLD

was one of the
very first compa-
nies to start re-
issuing vinyl and the
Japanese home market :
couldn’t get enough of it. Its vinyi
repressings were so stunningly clean,
smooth and open (albeit not quite as rich
as the US originals) that a nation of jazz
fans binned their CD players and, er, got
with the plastic, man!

No surprise then that this is an
impeccable re-issue of a great fifties
recording. Okay, so the source tapes are
behind the resolving quality of top
turntables, but it’s still a lovely listen
with a beautifully smooth, open sound,
and a great performance from some sem-

STEELY
DAN
The Royal
Scam

SIMPLY VINYL
SVLP 0046

This mid-Seventies
opus from Steely Dan isn’t their most
highly rated, but is still a solid jazz
rock effort with the group’s trademark
high standards of musicianship and
production. Sound quality from this
£18 digitally remastered Simply Vinyl
pressing is middling, lacking the
warmth and musicality of the original
and sounding too close to DAT. But it’s
still crisp and detailed, and thanks te
the superb pressing quality on guiet-
as-a-mouse 180g vinyl, very refined.
Couple this with the excellent packag-
ing quality and this Simply Vinyl

/

repressing is fine value.

inal jazzmen. It's also a dead
cute collectors’ item to boot.

Our thanks ta Vivante for supplying us with the records.
Vivante, Unit 4, 60 High Street, Hampton Wick,

Surrey KT1 408B, Tel 0181-977 6600
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« Al Ambi r .
& NUNDS | |t
”RFFG‘\“\ the finest detail in the

signal from your

THE SOUTHWESTS PREMIER RETAILER cartridge. Answer?
- a separate phono stage.

CONTACT NIGEL ON:- 01326 221372
OR MOBILE 0498 554357
e-mail:- soundsperfection@mailcity.com

Fabulous

AUDITION THE FOLLOWING PRODUCTS HERE:-

AMPLIFIERS: ALCHEMIST * AUDIO ANALOGUE * AUDIO NOTE *
BORDER PATROL. ELECTROCOMPANIE [ * GRAFF * MUSICAL FIDELITY * i
PARASOUND * PRIMARE * SONIC FRONTIERS SUGDEN * UNISON 5
RESEARCH ;
SPEAKERS:- AUDIO NOTE * AUDIO SPECTRUM * BOSTON ACOUSTICS
" J.M. LABS * MONITOR AUDIO * REL SUBWOOFERS * TOTEM * TRIANGLE
* TSUNAMI * VIENNA ACOUSTICS Consider that the signal from a
C.D. PLAYERS:- ALCHEMIST * AUDIO ANALOGUE * AUDIO NOTE MC cartridge is only 0.005% of
MUSICAL FIDELITY * PAI(ASO%I;I_'%EI())NI(. FRONTIERS * TEAC * TRI- the output of a CD player — and
that’s maximum! Fine detail will
ANALGQOUE:- A\UDIO NOTE * HENLEY DISIGNS * MICHELL * MUSICAI ; i
FIDELITY * ORTOFON * PROJECT SME * THORENS * VOYD be hundreds Of GreS qUI?teﬁ
Astronomers get more signal
ANCILLARIES:- ATACAMA * AUDIOQUEST CABLES - CABLE TALK * : iact
EINSTEIN * ELEMENTAL AUDIO PHILOSOPHY CARLES * SONIC LINK * from dIStant galaXIeS'
STANDS UNIQUE * STRAIGHT WIRE * TARA LABS CABLES TARGET NOW imagine ampllfylng that
WE HAVE THESE SECOND HAND PRODUCTS inside a preamp, with strong
SALE MAGNETIC FIELDS, where the
JM Labs Electra 920 Speakers 2mths old Mint Boxed — £1995
Monitor Audio Studio 20 Ann DPiano Black New £1895 PhOﬂO stage must compete for
[lectrocompaniet Ec 4.6 Pre-Amp Ex-Dem £1349 clean power with other circuits.
Parasound He/A 2200 Power Amplifier Bo)xed 11;49
Audio Note Dac 2 Mint Boxed (Near New £849 3 i
Parasound PI/D 2000 Pre-Amp Boxed Mint £975 A ESRaiEle phono Stage with its
Audioquest Sterling Speaker Cable ( 3metre Pair ) Mint£849 own power SUpp')’ will upgrade
Parasound Cbp2000 Boxed £649 A E |
Rel Stadium h (Uigrade) Black L875 MASSIVELY almost any preamp
Alchemist Forseti R/C Integrated Am £749 or integrated amp.
feac P700 / D700 Transport / fl\)ac 'Frichord Ii & Psu £749 integra g
Electrocompanict EC1 2 Amplifier Mint Boxed £695
Audio Spec?rum Hermes Speakers2-3 years old 2000 new £675 Under £400 we offer the
Acoustir}Enesr;;y ?(0‘) Sé:ks tack A}:h gxed lusStands £299 LEHMANN BLAcK CuBE and
Impulse H6 Speakers Gritex Finish Cabinet Wood Trim £675
Mupsical lldelirl) X-Pre & - A50 mono b(l:ocks mint boxed  £575 the SONNETEER SEDLEY. Both
Parasound Hc/A 1200 Power Amp Ex-Con £575 i m
Trichord Digital Turntable Ex-Dem £339 have amazing perfor angs e
Parasousd Pld 1500 Pre-Amp £425 make the most of eg LPI2,
Linn LP12/Ittock/Valhalla Ex - Con, Aframosa £549
Monitw: Audio PMC 703 Spks cherry Ex - Dem Boxed £549 Voyd, PT etc turntables. For
Hart 1400T Pre-Amp 2 Box Unit MC Inpurts £425 rea”y high-end LP spinners you
Royd Sorcerer's Walnut, Mint Boxed With Stands £395
Epos ES14 Spcakcfrs Ex - Con With Stands £329 should hear the Pass ONO or
k 125 Sub-Woofer Black 2yr's Oid £375 I h
Dali Royal Minuet's Mk i & Mission Stands Run-In £295 BALaNcED Aupio | S
Triangle Zephyr E Speakers £295 TECHNOLOGY VK-P5 or P-10. .
Teac VRDS T1 Transport Boxed VGC £279 nght
Kinshavl; l’ercsep(iﬁn ac Was £795.00 £§;9 Customers say we make some of
Jpw Ruby 2 Speakers £295
\gharfdai’( Ayredale Speakers VG Cond. £249 the best sounds they have ever Ote
Linn Nexus Speakers Mint Boxed with Stands £225 heard, so you know we can do the Mudic in the home
Xlo Reference Digital Cable £195 same in your home ‘
Musical Fidelity % - 10D Class A Buffers New & Ex - Dem  £85 )’ . . ’
Cambridge Dac Magic 1 Boxed £60 Our advice will take account of
. -
Very Large Jbl Subwooter Due In (Designed For Cinema Use ) your best compongnts and gl{lde
you where change is needed, in
CONTACT US FOR stages you can afford.
Oou AVOID EN Mi ES, —
UP TO THE MINUTE PRICES OF :njoy \rlr?usicE;(Ianst:: wa;:::i jave
SECOND-USER EQUIPMENT erepiT e o BATH
AND SPECIAL OFFERS JUST LISTEN AND YOU’LL KNOW 01225 874728
**FULL WEB SITE SOON AVAILABLE ON GLOBAL ** CD: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, AUDIO SYNTHESIS, BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY,
dCS ELGAR, MERACUS, Pass, WADIA, XTC. VINYL: Basis, CROWN JeweL, DNM,
FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE AND 7 DAYS A WEEK GRAHAM, LEHMANN, MICHELL, STRATOSPHERE, SUMIKO BLUE POINT SPECIAL,
SAM to 10 PM TRANSFIGURATION. AMPLIFIERS: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, BALANCED AUDIO
TecHNOLOGY, CAT, DNM, LUMLEY, NAGRA, PAss, SIEMEL, SIRIUS, SONNETEER, XTC..
MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT UK LOUDSPEAKERS: AUDIO PHYSIC, BKS, CHARIO, ETHOS, HALES, HARBETH, LUMLEY,
MAGNEPLANAR, MIRAGE, NEAT, ToTEM. TUNERS: ACCUPHASE, FANFARE, MAGNUM
DyNALaB. CABLES: ARGENTO, CHORD CO., DNM, NORDOST, YAMAMURA
VISA/ACCESS/SWITCH CHURCHILL ETC. SUPPORTS: DH CONES, STANDS UNIQUE, VIBRAPLANE ETC.
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L column

HE Legal Affairs Committee of

the European Parliament voted

through a complex proposal,
early in 1999, that could lead to all digi-
tal copying in Europe being banned.
What they said, in effect, is that rights
owners - like the music business - will
be able to decide upon restrictions (o
copying within recording equipment.
But the music business has scant regard
for the right to private copying, upheld
F in most European slates as well as
America, if not in the UK. It wants us all
to be unable to make a digital recording
and has lobbied the European
Parliament hard to get this proposal
pushed through.

Needless to say, this has alarmed the
European electronics industry. It raises
the spectre of the
music business
deciding anti-copy-
ing measures to be
added 10 recorders,
removing the exclu-
sive responsibility
for design from
manufacturers. One
obvious result would be the removal of
all digital outputs and inputs on audio
recorders sold in the EEC, raising the
possibilily of grey imports fitied with
such sockels coming in from the Far
East.

Digital connectors are not exclusively
used for copying purposes of course.
Their primary purpose is to allow exter-
nal digital convertors (ADCs and DACs)
to be used with a recorder. This flexibili-
ty would be lost, an example of how
any broad-sweep anti-recording law
could afiect the workings of the markel
in an unwanted and unintended manner.
Need|less to say, European manufacturers
are dismayed by this possibility.

Anti-piracy measures already exist in
the form of the SCMS code, which pre-
venls recorders making a digital copy
from a digital copy. Blank audio CDs
carry a small amount of code that pre-
venls an SCMS equipped recorder mak-
ing a copy of a disc once it has been
recorded. It allows people 10 make one
copy for their car or portable, but it pre-
vents that copy then being used for seri-
al copying.

Serial copying, of course, is piracy
rather than “home taping” and is illegal.
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Thal’s nol to say it doesn’t happen, but it
is subject to quite rigorous laws and
penalties, and the music industry itself is
very aclive in combatting such crime.
Dedicated pirates are not put off by
measures like SCMS either, | suspect;
they would be able to overcome anti-
copy circuits. The only people who
would really get hit by this measure are
European manufacturers and the general
public.

There are massive problems attached
to banning all digital recording.
Recording is used to time-shift pro-
grammes (or example, a purpose nor-
mally allowed in law. This relatively
innocuous activity would become
impossible under a blanket recording
ban. And then there’s disc caching in

The only people who
would really get hit by
this measure are
European manufacturers and
the general public.

compulers and disc drives: would a
CD-R buffer be making an illegal digital
copy whilst you were burning a legal
CD? Would the buffer end up inside for
this activity?

Most countries in the EEC allow peo-
ple 10 make private copies for non-
commercial use. By imposing a ban
on all digital recording it looks as if
the music business is trying 10
return to their wish that we buy
individual CDs for the car, the home
and the portable. In other words they
are Irying to force up sales by re-
establishing a demand few peo-
ple outside their industry would
find reasonable or acceptable.

There was a clause in the bill’s
original wording stating that
recordings could only be made for 1§
private ‘personal’ use. Surely, then,
this would exclude ail other
members of a household. So your
family could lisien 10 a CD indi-
vidually or collectively but could
not do the same thing with a
copy of any sort - not a situation
that makes a lot of sense. Luckily
the European Parliament’s
wording was changed by the

European Commission on this one, but
there are plenly more peculiarities.

The original bill sees a difference
belween analogue and digital copying,
stating that the latter is a serious com-
mercial threat and that compensation
must be provided for Rights Holders. It
doesn’t see analogue recording as a
commercial threat, but does ask for har-
monisation of approach between the
iwo. Analogue copying is hard 1o pre-
vent because the analogue domain does
not readily support anti-copying signals.
Once a recording is made though, even
an analogue recording becomes digital
and it becomes difficult to discern one
from another.

There is a suggestion that even ana-
logue recording should be proscribed
because it 100 polentially infringes copy-
right, so even privale analogue record-
ings could be outlawed!

The music industry has been lobby-
ing hard to get digital recording banned
in Europe and doubtless it would like 10
get all recording banned if possible! |
can’t help feeling the European
Electronics Inclustry will carry some
clout in this malter, since it represents
jobs and, therefore, taxes. But at present
this alarming proposal seems to be slid-
ing its way through the European

Parliament unnoticed.

.

POOMADY |SON
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“NOW THERE'S ANOTHER NAME” “NOT EVERYTHING IN LIFE
IS BIACK AND WHITE”

FLUX SYSTEM 2

UNIQUE DESIGN “FILL YOUR LIFE WITH
BALANCED SINGLE ENDED THE COLOR OF MUSIC”

NO ACTIVE GAIN

NO LOOP FEEDBACK
AFFORDABLE

19” 2u

BRITISH
HAND WIRED

P po— ADVANCED MAGNETC POWE (o

Www.hi-fidelity.co.uk
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L column

T seems thal the debate between the
relative pros and cons of Digital and
Analogue formats has died down a
little in recent years. Perhaps fans of
analogue technology have realised the
inevitability of the “digital age’, the more
enlightened having embraced it with the
expeclalion of constant improvements to
come, whilst still hanging on to precious
record collections in the meantime.
Leaving ultimate sound qualily aside
for a momenlt, taking a different angle to
the subject shows just how much digital
lechnology has helped the hi-fi indusiry
as a whole. You see, it's all down to
portabitity and new format excitement.
The theory is thus: good old vinyl has
always been a nigh on impossible for-

))

mat 1o miniaturise,
due mainly to the
size of the disc itself
rather than any
hardware limita-
tions. | say nigh on,
because Audio
Technica - in the
early eighties - did
try, with a device
owing more than a
passing resemblance
10 a large hamburger that had clamped
itself firmly 1o the side of a record.

Despite this particular brief and
rather ill-fated venture into the “person-
al” market, records have largely (and
sensibly) been kept at home since. If you
wanted music on the move then you
could always buy a personal cassetle
player (the selisame “Walkman” swhich
is now ingrained in the English language
as firmly as Tannoy and Hoover before
it). The only problem with the Walkman,
of course, was the low-fi expectations
intrinsic within the format. Models such
as Sony’s WMDGC “Pro Walkman” (still
available today) proved the exception 10
the rule. However, the vast majority of
portables hardly provided the opportuni-
ty to form the basis oi a hali-decent
home system.

The advent of CD and more recently
MiniDisc has done much to change this.
It is quite possible to purchase a brand-
ed portable CD player today for
between £40-£60 that wouldn’t disgrace
itseli in the context of a buclgel separates
system. Of course, opting for a full size
machine at around twice the price
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would show notable improvements, but
the gap isn’t anything like as vast as with
cassette. This sels an important prece-
dent ior introducing students and
teenagers into the hi-ii separates market.
The next step after a personal CD is
often a separate amp and loudspeakers
to match. Or, failing that, a decent pair
of active ‘speakers al the very least.
MiniDisc takes this one stage further.
Being recordable and even more com-
pact than CD has made this particular
hi-fi format more versatile and accept-
able than ever before. Working in relail-
ing it's highly encouraging 1o see the
immense popularity of the format with
the under-25 age group. With prices
down 1o around £150 for a recordable

Good old vinyl has
always been a nigh on
impossible format to
miniaturise, due mainly to the
size of the disc itself rather
than any hardware limitations.

unit, it still has some way 10 go to be as
affordable as CD, yet is still half the
price (and size) of a Sony Pro Walkman.
Whether the same customers are then
buying hi-fi separates on the back of
their portable MD purchase is, of
course, subjective and extremely diffi-
cult to measure. But my gut instinct is
that reasonable numbers are. What's
more, being a recordable format, logic
follows that you need a source to record
from! There is still relatively few pre-
recorded MiniDiscs available and a
high percentage of “systems”
without any form of output
(unless you count the dubious
exception of a headphone
socket). This has undoubtedly
had a knock-on effect with
sales of stand-alone CD play-
ers; especially those equipped
with optical digital outputs.
The very idea is perhaps a
rather cynical and commercial
tack for me to take, but surely
crucial if future generations are to
appreciate just how well a good
hi-fi systemy can portray music.

Furthermore, a new technology such
as MiniDisc is “cool”. The success of
MiniDisc can partly be attributed to the
fact that unlike other developments
within the hi-fi industry, it's been pro-
moted outside of the usual forums.
Perhaps the hi-fi industry has much to
thank the publishers of the swelling
number of lifestyle magazines for, with-
out such press the new technology
would have gained far less awareness
and publicity in such a relatively short
period of time. Peer group pressure has
probably also played it's part more than
what was once the case. For as
“Generalion-X" grew up expecting to be
bought the latest pair of trainers, now
they are at college they demand the lat-
est gadgels, MiniDisc being just one of
them!

So the next time you find yourself
arguing the point that vinyl still sounds
betier than CD, do spend time 10 spare a
thought for the digital formats that have
done much 10 boost the image (and
sales) of the hi-fi industry as a whole.
Now, if you’ll excuse me, |'ve some
78s to dust down! B

ppol dlujuog
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I'T’S IMPOSSIBLE TO RE-CREATE THE TRUE
SOUND OF A FULL ORCHESTRA IN YOUR
LIVING ROOM!

AT SOUNDS OF MUSIC WE TAKE YOU "

THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE. WHATEVER
YOUR TASTES - WHATEVER YOUR BUDGET
- WHATEVER YOUR DOMESTIC SITUATION,
‘SOUNDS OF MUSIC’ WILL SATISFY
YOUR EVERY NEED. OUR NUMEROUS AND
WELL EQUIPPED DEMONSTRATION
LOUNGES HOUSE SOME OF THE WORLDS
FINEST HI-FIDELITY PRODUCTS AND OUR
VERY SPECIAL POLICY OF ONE MONTHS
HOME TRIAL-EXCHANGE SYSTEM WILL R 2 ea
ENSURE YOUR TOTAL SATISFACTION IN ‘f.""vb L3
ACHIEVING THE VERY BEST - u

‘.
‘MUSIC IN THE HOME'. A é"- T
FOR SERVICE AND ADVICE - WE CAN'T BE BEATEN !

% 1 MONTHS HOME TRIAL EXCHANGE SCHEME * INTEREST FREE CREDIT % % FREE DELIVERY & INSTALLATION *

; Agencies include:

* Avantgarde, Argento, Audio Synthesis, Advantage, Audio Physics, Apolio, Audion, Audio Note, Audio Research, Audio Analogue,

:Anthem, Altis, AVI, ATC, Alon, Acoustic Energy, Atacama, Artemis, BCD, Base, Balanced Audio Technology, Bow, Bose, Burmester,:
Convergent Audio Technology, Chord, Copland, Cadence, Cable-Talk, Churchill, Copulare, Clear Audio, Dunlavy, DAC,

: Eggleston-Works, Electrocompanient, Eikos, FM Acoustics, Genesis, Graham, Graff, Goertz, Goldring, Gershman, Hales,Harbeth, :

' Helios, Hovland, Jamo, J M Labs, Koetsu, Krell, KEF, Klipsch, Lexicon, Lumley, Lyra, L.A.T, Lavardin, Musical Technology, MIT,

* Magnum, Magnum Dynalab, Micromega, Marantz, Martin Logan, Mitchell,Musical Fidelity, Neat, Nordost, Nottingham Analogue,
' Opera, Optimum, Ortofon, Orelle, Orchid, Osborn, Plinius, Promenade, PAD, Passlabs, Pro-ac, Pink Triangle, Primare, QED, Quad
Refrence 3A , Rockport, Ruark, Rel, Roland, SME, Shure, Sequerra, Sennheiser, Sonic Link, Soundstyle, Sonic Frontiers,
Spendor, Sonus-Faber, Stands Unique, Target, Trilogy, Tannoy, Totem, Talk, Transparent, Transfiguration, Triangle, Unison
Research, VAC, Woodside, Wisdom, Wilson, Wilson Benesch, Wadia, XTC, XLO, YBA, Zingali.

10-12 Chapel Place,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1YQ 34 Horselydown Lane,
Tel: 01892 547003 / 616383 WG London SE1
Fax: 01892 616517 SW Tel: 0171 357 8882
Web site: a{ (75 yards from Tower Bridge)
http://www.sounds-of-music.co.uk
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VERY year when summer comes

‘round, off 1o the sea | go!

ehehh! ehehh!.. turned out nice
again...!

In short, I'm just back from my hols
by the seaside. Easing my way back into
the office routine, having not set pen to
word-processor for a week, is an inter-
esling experience.

just think: a whole week away from
all that | hold most dear (musically
speaking); no loudspeakers to find room
for; no earth loops to track to their
source; no A-B comparisons 1o make.
My record collection gathering dust in
SW London; cobwebs on pickup and
CD player; tuner tuning to what it likes;
valves at last cooling off to room tem-
perature. Do | go to pieces? Can | cope
with the separation
from the all-but-holy
alliance of physics

For a start, lets
have a look round
at the parental
home. Having a son
who writes about
hi-fi hasn’t prevent-
ed my parents from
doing some of their domestic listening
on a stack system of very uncerlain
fidelity. This interesting conglomeration
of devices comes complete with a
turntable which slows down on danger-
ous hends, or indeed at any other time it
feels like it. Despite the fact that 78
speed is nol provided for, all is not lost:
the manufacturer has generously decid-
ed that a course-groove pickup will lasl
you longer than a microgroove one and
has equipped the arm accordingly. With
a determined peer through the slots in
the cardboard back of the loudspeakers
you can just about make out the makers’
name stamped on the case: 'best
bananas’, | think it is, although of course
it might be “choice grapeiruit’.

But why am | tearing it to shreds?
Does everyone have to have the same
priorities as me? And if they did, would
there be enough to go round - and
would | be at the front of the queue, or
jostling for a bit of elbow room at the
back?

In the interests of high art, | spert an
evening watching an amateur show at
the Winter Gardens. In essence it was a

HI-FI WORLD

cavalcade of 'songs from the shows’; a
winning slice of enthusiasm and good-
will mixed with flufis-and-dries and a
goodly dose of unavoidable mis-casting
as regards ages and sizes. If there was
any justice in the world, it should be
‘standing-room’ only. As it was the
house was not full, but | hope we made
up for the empty seats with our enthusi-
asm. The degree of fidelity 1o the words
and notes was not absolute but, well...
we oo oiten forget that ‘amateur’
implies "done for love’. It should be
received in the same way.

Summer Season in the fabled land of
Veclis means Carnival Time. In the deep
South this isn’t quite like Notting Hill.
The floats tend to be a touch more mod-
esl, for a start, and although | can’t be

The vast majority of
the population..
wouldn’t recognise
high fidelity on a plate with a
sprig of parsley, not even with
garlic bread.

entirely sure of this, | don’t think there
are too many Cadel Marching Bands at
Notting Hill. Having duly whistled any
of the Carnival Queens who appeared to
be over legal age and withstood a spirit-
ed low fidelily version of the
Thunderbirds signature tune, | was left
pondering a question which has visited
me from time to time before: the domes-
lic stack-system; the amateur show; the
carnival: Are They Like Life?

Kipling writes about seeing the
‘things you gave your life 10’ torn
down. Afler a visit 10 a hi-fi-free
zone, I'm inclined to know
what he meant. The whole
world seems unanimously
inditterent to high fidelity, if
you look at it statislically.
There's the vast majority of
the population which
wouldn’t recognize high
fidelity on a plate with a sprig
of parsley, not even with garlic
bread.

Not that I'm grumbling - good
luck 1o them, | say. | have a similar
blind-spotl when it comes 1o... Oh.. you

know.. that game with eleven
players, | think, and a round ball; they
kick it usually. Expressed as a proportion
of the community, the number of people
interested in competitive sport is at least
significant, even if il's only every couple
of years or so when the surprisingly pop-
ular Swiss team Ingol-Leynd is playing.
Truth to tell, the number of people
interested in hearing their favourite
music reproduced with a high degree of
fidelity is an atom of a molecule of a
drop in the ocean. You can’t even
include all the people who buy the mag-
azines for a start, because the snare of
technology catches a surprising number
who seek the ‘perfect’ system without
any real idea as to what they'll use it for.
Sanily is not statistical ("How many
‘speakers am | holding up, Winston?”). If
you ever worry, as | do sometimes, that
hi-fi is a lonely path to tread; that "hob-
bies’ are passé; that no-one else cares;
very probably you're right. But that's life:
you're here now. Might as well make the
most of it and put a record on! B
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KITS HAVE NEVER

P he KEL34 E&I version is our second generation budget stereo integrated
valve amplifier, providing a massive 40 watts of pure valve sound. With 4
line level inputs and one tape output. The KEL34 E&l is a simple and ele-
gant circuit design using a 6AU6 pentode input valve, an ECC82 double-
triode phase splitter and a push-pull pair of Tesla, } ) branded EL34s. The
result is a typically sweet, open valve sound with atypical bass control
and power. The KEL34 E&! will work its magic into speakers of average
sensitivily too. Jon Marks says, “tonally the KEL34 E&l is a bit of a
smoothie It has a fast, dynamic sound, plucked guitar strings and bass
drum enjoy crisp leading edges and great impact. Clear imaging and spa-
cious sound staging meant voices and instruments really jumped out of
the loudspeaker boxes. Overall the KEL34 E&I is a beautiful power amp “
At the price, this kit is second to none and will open up the benefits of
valve amplification to a whole new class of audio nuts! Weight 12kg.
External dimensions with valves: 33cm(w) x 27.5cmid) x 18cm(h).

Following the success of our budget KEL32 40watt kit amplifier, we have come up
with a 'bigger brother' design. The output stage utilises two pairs of TESLA EL.34 pen-
todes in parallel-push-pull mode, allowing KEL80 to turn out 80 watts into an 8ohm
load. Heading up the input stage we have the wonderfully linear Russian 6AU6 working
into an American 5687 phase-splitter. KEL80's output transtormers are 4ohm and 8ohm tapped.
With an input sensitivity at around 380mV for full output, it will happily partner both passive and
active pre-amplifiers. [t is easy to assemble. Simon PPope says, “The proof of the pudding is in the eat-
ing and the KEL8O is a feast for the ears, with solid bass attack, lightening fast reactions, that emphasises

The HDB83 is our new headphone amplifier, a
' beautifully simplistic design
using Mullard ECL83

valves, a triode and
power pentode housed
in the same envelope.
| it works directly from
any source be it a
| CD, tape, tuner etc.,
{or from an amplifi-
’ er’s tape out or pre-
amp sockets. The cir-
| cuit utilises high specification
|output E and | output transformers that will
drive any headphone load from 16 ohms to over 300
{ohms depending on how the secondaries are wired up. The
HD83 is a single ended design with the power pentode wired up in triode
configuration for that added purity and is a quiet as a mouse. For sound
quality Jon Marks says, “ The bass is punchy and controlled without
becoming artificial, while treble has the crispness of the best solid-state,
| with the tonal purity, delicacy and speed associated with valves. External
dimensions 18cm(w) x30cm(1) x 8cm(h) weight 4kg.

A 20watt, Class A power amplifier that uses reliable Russian 5881 output
valves, a military version of the American
6L6, designed for low distortion
audio work. Now
with a super shunt
regulated push-pull
(SRPP) input stage
K5881 offers
amazing sound
quality. It can be
used with a simple
passive pre-amp or
one of our own pre-
amplifiers, and it matches
modern loudspeakers well.

Weight 15kg external dimensions with valves 40cm(w) x 32.5cm(d)
| x 17cm(h).

musicality as well as power, at
590.00 GBP a pair, a definite
valve winner. Each monobloc weighs
12kgs., external dimensions with valves:
14cm(w) x 8cm(h) x 43.5cm(d).

KLPP1 has five line inputs, a tape input wit
monitor, and a unique low noise
valve MM/MC phono stage.
There is a switchable subsonic
filter to prevent oulput trans-
formers of valve ampliiiers satu-
rating. The line stage has gain,

so it will drive any power amplifi-
er. Audio grade components are used and
many parts are custom made for highest quality. .
KLPP1 has a super clear sound, sweet and detailed -
through line and phono inputs. Weight 6.5kg external dimen-
sions 28.5cm(w) x 23cmi(d) x 8cm(h).

.
—d

The KLP1 line level preamp uses one an elegant cathode follower line dfivé chreuit
to give a sound of remarkable clarity and detail. The components are all high qual-
ity and include Alps volume control, Sovtek valves, silver plated wire etc. With a
gain off x1, it matches our sensitive power amplifiers. Beautitully built, with solid
machined alloy fascia and gold anodised knobs, it looks compact and elegant in

[ the home. Weight 5kg external dimensions 28.5cm(w) x 23cmid) x 8cm(h).

This is a specialised 28watt amplifier
based on the highly lin-
ear 3008 triode valve.
Our 3008 runs in
Class A, giving one
of the most sweet,
open and
neutral

sounds pos-
sible today.
Matched with
good loudspeak-
ers, it is unsurpassed. All
parts are included in the kit, except
valves since different 300B makes are available.
Weight 26kg, external dimensions with valves 44cm(w) x 35cmid) x
20cmih).




8EEN SO GOOD?

Our mini-marvel uses an Audax carbon fibre
bass/midrange unit, married to the world's most
advanced tweeter, the piezo-electric gold dome
. HD3P from Audax. KLS10 ofters high performance
from a small package. The main 'speakers are
designed to work alone, or with a dedicated sub-
woofer to extend their bass. Alone, they are suit-
ed to near-wall mounting and can be tuned by port
adjustment to suit personal taste and location.
They are easy to drive and need just 30-
60watts. KLS10 is unique. Technically
advanced, yet compact and relatively
inexpensive. There is little to match it.
Sensitivity 89dB 1W/Im, 15mm MDF, internal
volume 9Ltrs, external dimensions 19¢mi(w) x 31cm(h) x 23cm(d).
DRIVE UNITS & CROSSOVER KIT £394.00
DRIVE UNITS ONLY £358.00

Designed to compliment KLS10 Gold stand
mounters by providing a deep and open bass.
The subwoofer is inexpensive, easy to build,
comprising a simple crossover network to a high
quality 8 inch Aerogel dual voice coil unit. A must
for all KLS10 Gold customers. Sens. 89dB, vol-

ume 25 litres, external dimensions 28cm(w) x
43cm(h) x 34cmid).

DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT
DRIVE UNIT ONLY

£149.95
£71.00

Here’s a storm for you - KLS9, with its BB4 alignment
bass cabinet and Audax High Definition Aerogel 8in
bass/midrange unit. Designed by Noel Keywood to
possess optimal bass damping and a clean step
response. Aided by a teensy bit of bass lift, KLS9 real-
ly thunders; it will re-arrange your furniture. But it
does not walifle, falling silent when there’s no bass in
the music.Aided by a high power 1in fabric dome
tweeter, KLS9 is detailed, evenly balanced and images
superbly. It is an easy 120hm load and is 88dB sensi-
tive. For amps up to 60W. Easy to build and great for
beginners. Internal volume 70Ltrs, 18m MDF external
dimensions 25cm(w) x 93cmi(h) x 40cm(d).

DRIVE UNITS &
CROSSOVER KIT
DRIVE UNIT PACK

£230.00
£160.00

KLS3 uses extremely light and stiff carbon-
fibre cone drive units for a fast, accurate
sound. A dedicated 4inch carbon-fibre
midrange drive unit provides the clean,
smooth and detailed midrange characterised
by superb projection. Its high 90dB sensitivity
and near flat 8ohm impedance make it one ot
the easiest loudspeakers to drive. An ideal
loudspeaker for high-end valve amplifiers.
25mm MDF, internal volume 60Ltrs, external
dimensions 26¢cm(w) x 100cm(b) x 35¢cm(d).
DRIVE UNIT &
CROSSOVER KIT

DRIVE UNIT PACK

£350.00
£230.00

| Compact and affordable two way reflex loudspeaker. KLS7’s slim dimen-
sions make it easy to accommodate, but it uses top quality carbon-fibre dri-
| vers, so performance isn’'t compromised. An audiophile bargain. Sensitivity
86dB at TW/1m 12mm MDF, internal volume 18Ltrs, external dimensions
15cm(w) x 80cm(h) x 22cm(d).
DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT
| DRIVE UNIT PACK

£195.00
£110.00

KLS12 is a versatile budget loudspeaker that
delivers fine sound quality at a low low
price. It utilises Audax’s HT210F0 woven
fibre glass cone, mid/bass unit, beautifully
married with the TW034X0, 34mm diameter
doped fabric dome tweeter. Noel Keywood says,
“The KLS12 is a transparent, vividly detailed trans-
ducer with fine projection. It has tight well defined
bass, which means it is best positioned close to a
rear wall. Vocals possess a clean outline with an
intense clarity.” At 89dB the KLS12 is easy to drive,
thus, it is suitable for 20W and upward power amps.
Internal volume = 34.1 litres
standmounter external dimensions = 58cm(h) x
24.2cmiw) x 34cmi(d) floor stander external dimensions(with sand filled
space cavity} = 58cm(h) x 24.2cm(w) x 34cm(d)

DRIVE UNITS & CROSSOVER KIT
DRIVE UNIT PACK

£175.00
£100.00

Our newest design is a wonderiul three way bass
reflex enclosure stand mounter. Another star per-
formey, featuring the superb gold dome tweeter, the
HD3P. This, married perfecily to a t iIM100ZO
midrange unit and utilising the deep iull sound of the
10 inch PR240OZO bass unit. All units are from
Audax. As both these units use high definition Aerogel
cones they have similar sonic signatures, providing a
deliciously gelled sound. Our KLS11 is a quality three
way, with poweriull bass and midrange driver that
ensures vocals are handled ith high fidelity. The tre-
ble is both smooth and sweet. Sensitivity 888
Volure 45.5 litres External dimensions3 1cms
(W) x 37.3cms (d) x64cms (h)

DRIVE UNIT &
CROSSOVER KIT
DRIVE UNIT KIT

£595.00
£470.00

|

With a sensitivity of 94B, KLS8 needs very little power. Its 10in. professional bass dri-
ver and hom loaded tweeler give it a BIG sound. Ideal for low power amplifiers.
Internal volume 50.5ltrs, external dimensions 29cmiw) x 65cm(h) x 36ecmi(d).
DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT £260.00
DRIVE UNIT PACK £175.00

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
THREE WAY LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 Gold uses the latest version of Audax’s innovative
oval gold dome piezo electric tweeter, giving it the sweet-
est and most extended treble. Married to a 4in. carbon
fibre cone midrange driver for neutral and clear reproduc-
tion, and a powerful 8in. bass driver for superb depth, this
is our top-of-the-line reference ‘speaker. Sensitivity 90dB
at TW/1m, 25mm MDF, internal volume 60Ltrs, external
dimensions 26¢cm(w) x 100cm(h) x 35¢cm(d).
DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT
DRIVE UNIT PACK

£575.00
£450.00

Brown - 230V 240V
a1

e B
For 110V 120V eperanion. -
o wintings  parulicl,

150mA {max)

OV -63V ac
‘ 3 SA (max)

£nd many others Price wcludes § % 70mm fixing.
etal washer, 2 3 70czn rubber wesher and
MS 2 50 fining screw. Physscal uze 95mm diancter,
S0men herght, werght | Skg, 220mm leadouts

{ -
e
i Perfoct for kit valve amp builders, 1 quict TTVA
120Vac ‘ o) marw transformer versatile use, will provide
i e @ 500Vdc HT linc, can be sed for Mullard 5-20
3

R

Order code - TRANS1
Price-25.00GBP + 6.00GBP
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Sunglasses by Ray-Ban,
suit by Cerruti,

watch by Cartier,

Hi-Fi by Marantz.
|

Telephone: 01753 680868 Internet: www.marantz.com




ORDER FORM

Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING LTD, Suite G4, Imex House, The Park Business Centre,
Kilburn Park Road, London, NW6 5LF Tel/Fax: 0171 625 8032 e-mail: wad@hi-fiworld.co.uk
240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. If you wish for a built item, please phone for a quote.

Valves included except where otherwise stated.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ’D’ IN THE QTY BOX
WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties.

DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTyY UK OVERSEAS
(inc VAT & carriage) (exc. VAT)

HD83 Valve headphone amplifier kit........................ HD83-K240/120 ...
KEL80 Valve Monoblock Amplifier kit............... L KELB0O-K240/120......ccooiie
KEL34 Upgrade Kil...........coooiiiiiiiiiniiiiece KEl 34 Upgrade Kit

KEL34 E&l 40W push-pull integrated amplifier .......... KEL34 E&| -K240/120(withvalves)
KEL.34 E&I (without valves) ..., KEL34 E&I -K240/120(No valves).......
KEL34 E&I Transformer set (1 main & 2 outputs) ....... KEL34 E&I -K240/120(T. set) .
KEL34 E&I Output Transformer (pair) .........c.ccoceieeee. KEL34 E&) -K240/120(0PT)

K5881 Mkll 20W push-pull valve amplifier K5881-K240/120 ..o
K5881PSE 17W single-ended amplifier...................... K5881PSE-K240/120 .....cccoiiviiiaie
300B 28W valve power amplifier (Not inc. Valves) ...300B-K240/120 ...,
KLP1 line level pre-amplifier.........cccoooviiiiiiin. KLPT-K240/120 .oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiice
KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier...................... KLPPT-K240/120 ..oooiiiiiiiiiii
WAP surplus toroidal valve mains transformer........... TRANST

KLS12 2-way fibreglass driver standmounter/tloorstander loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover Kit €€ ......c.coeevereereeieneenn.e. KLST2-C oo, I S £175 ... ... .. £150
Drive Units ..o KLST12-D oo e, £100 ... ... ... £85
KLS11 3-way aerogel standmounter loudspeaker with piezo gold tweeter

Drive Units + Crossover Kit etC ..............c...coccocovcev.... KLSTT-C oo I RO £595 .. ... ... £505
DIIVE UNILS v eee e KLSTT-D oo s — £470 .. ... ... £400
KLS10 2-way carbon-tibre standmounter loudspeaker with piezo gold tweeter I

Drive Units + Crossover Kit etc .............ccooeeeiiiiiene. KLS10-C 1

Drive UNS oo

KLS10 SUBWOOFER Drive Unit + Crossover Kit etc { .

KLSTO SUBWOOFER Drive Unit......c..ooooooiiiiiin.. KLS10-SubD (1 x HM210Z2) ............. I . £71 . vwpemrpe . £61
KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker v

Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ..............cccoeeeeeiiiinn. KLS3-C oo e £350 . ... .. .. £300
DFVE UNIS oot KLS3-D e e £230 ..., .. £200
KLS3 Gold 3-way carbon-fibre driver tloorstanding Ioudspeaker with piezo tweeter )

Drive Units + Crossover Kit etC ..................c..cccooe. KLS3-C oo o r—mm— £575 .. ... ... £500
DIV UNIS oo KLS3-D oo e, £450 .. ... ... £392
KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Unils + Crossover kit etc KLS7 1

Drive Units ... .

KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover Kit etc .............ccccoovivi . KLS8-C oo S P A— £260 ... .. ... £225
Drive UNILS ..o KLSB-D ..o I - £175 ... ... £150
KLS9 2-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover Kit e1C ..............c..ccccoooen. KLSG-C oo e, £230 ... .. £200
Drive Units ... KLSO-D .o £160 ..., ... £140

High Definition Aerogel Drivers
3inch midrange, 93dB
4inch midrange, 92¢B

6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB ... HM170Z0

8inch bass, 91dB ..o HM210Z0

10inch bass, 90dB ..., PR240ZO ..o

Carbon Fibre Drivers

4inch midrange, 90dB ... HM130C0

6.5inch bass/micd, 90dB ... HM170C0

8inch bass, 90dB ... HM210C0

Paper Cone Drivers

10inch paper cone bass, 95dB ..., PR240MO

13inch paper cone bass, 97dB ... PR330MO

Fabric Dome Tweeters

25mm 92dB for 2 way systems TWO25MO o I £N5 . . .o W . £13*

25mm 92dB for 3 way systems TWO025M1 ..

25mm horn loaded 97dB ..o PRI25TT o

34mm 93dB - powerful sound ... TW034X0

Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB ........... HD-3P o
NAME: 24 hour Credit Card Hotline: Tel: 0171 625 8032
ADDRESS: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable

to World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa /Switch/ Solo.
Please debit my account no:

oo 000 000000000000

TEL. (DAY): Expiry Date: Signature:

1 WOrna kadlo RIsTory;|




A ] unrivalled service together

AudioVenue

Baspoka Audle Visual Consuitants

~ ONCE IS NOT ENOUGH ~

Nakamichi
REIOQ Receiver

N Ortophon
SIO Cartridge

-
j\ st . O/ « p00 & x-a500
pre/power amplifier

» Export Orders Welcome » Home Demonstrations

\r'} » Multi-Room Design & Installation Service

entertainment. so whether
you are buying. selling.
exchanging or just
looking for unblased
advice. ensure your
first call is to AudioVenue.

Components from £120 - £72,000

O% Cregit available Written quotations on reguest Subject to stalus

‘We at AudioVenve are
committed to providing an

with state of the art
equipment to achieve
the ultimate in home

Tel/Fax +44 (0)i8I 707 4843 Mobile +44 (0)973 47| 426

email: info@audiovenue.co.uk

r Z4INSTANT 0% FINANCE
AVAILABLE

SERVING LONDON

FROM BATTERSEA

1Y

ORANGES
& LEMONS

Juiey fruit from London's newest, freshest hi-tivhome cinema retail
er. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All the usual, i.e
friendly and efficient service, free home installation + credit cards

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIO/VISUAL HI-FI RETAILER. ARCAM
CABLETALK, CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD,
NAIM, REGA ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD.. RUARK, SOUND-
STYLE, STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA
NOW IN OUR FIFTH
FLAMBOYANT YEAR.
Q171- 924 2040

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWII

NORTH

FRANK HARVEY

the sumbol of security

I Y

LONDON

N
-

©

0171 384 3030

THE HI-FI SHOP 112 NEW KINGS ROAD LONDON SW6

A

think audio think...

o

o~
Auditorium
\__/

&= O’Brien Hi-Fi 9=

ARCAM - ANTHEM - AUDIOGRAM - AUDIO
RESEARCH « AUDIO TECHNICA - BEYER -
CABLETALK + CHORO - CREER + OENON -
DENSEN + JADIS « JECKUN - MICHELL -
MUSICAL FIDEUTY + NAD + NAIM * OPERA
- PRECIOUS METALS - QED - REGA -
ROGERS - ROYD - SENNHEISER « SILTECH
CABLES - SME - SONNETEER + SONUS
ABER * TEAC - THORENS + TRANSPAREN
CABLES + UNISON RESEARCH - WILSON

Sl 5]
ALDMY ANNIL DG
= - .

Y=y

cort e

VAR OGN

earance Second Hand Ex Dem Equipment - Details on request
0% Instant Finance Available

A ree caf parking * Major redt Cad:
Pe it M, Jeu Senvice © Repar
ak Raynes Park B8R « 20 mins Waten
5 A3 (Raynes Park BZ282exit) * 25 mins M25 10

60 Durham Rd. West Wimbledon. London SW20 OTW

Est. 1966
Tel.(0181)946-1628 Fax(0181)946-0331

HI FI EXCELLENCE

Soundcraft

INSTALLATIONS

VISIT THE LEADING HI-FI DEALER
INTHE SOUTH EAST
*‘SEE & HEAR THE DIFFERENCE
REAL HI-FI MAKES”

the symbol of security

LINN NAIM ARCAM REGA
HELPLINE: 01233 624441

A-VH-4 LGF LT
27 BOND STREET, EALING
LONDON W5 5AS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703
Audio Analogue, Art Glass, Ash Designs, Avik, B&O,
B&W, Cabletalk, Chord Company, Creek, Denon, Epos,
Harman Kardon, Infinity, KEF, Lat, Marantz, Musical
Fidelily, NAD, Nakamichi, Nordost, Orelle, Onkyo,
Primare, Quad, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser,
SonicLink, Sound Style, Stands Unique, Striaghtwire,
Supra, Tag McLaren, Target, Teac, Thorens, van den Hul.

10 - 6 pm Mon,, Tues., Fnday, & Sal.
Late night Thur., ciosed Wed.

Two demonstration rooms.
Free local delivery and installation

Repairs and Services

JBIRRA

18-24 Brighton Road,
South Croydon
CR2 6AA

0181 688 2093

The Midlands Largest Choice
of Specialist Hi Fi & Home Cinema

163 Spon Street. Coventry

Tel: 01203 525200
http.frankharvey.co.uk

For real choice and the largest range of Hi Fi & Home Cinema products in the Midlands }§

Acoustic Energy - Atacama - Arcam - Audio Quest - Alphason - Apolio - Bang & Okufsen -B & W - Castle - Cable Talk - Celestion - Chord -Cyrus - Definitive i
Technology - Denon - IXOS - Kef - Marantz - Merdian - Monitor Audio - Miller & Kraisel - Mission - Michell Gyrodek - Musical Fideity + NAD - Optimum

Panasonic - Poneer - Quad - QED - REL - Rega - Rotel - Sennhaiser - Sharp - Tag Mclaren - Target - Teac -Tannoy - Thorens - Van Den Hul - Yamaha

Much more in store on 3 Floors with 3 dedicated Hi Fi demonstration rooms of the very best Hi Fi
Plus our new Home Cinema Room. Very nice Staff and excellent coffee. Appts Req.
Opening Hours 9-30 to 5-30, Tues to Sat. Closed all day Monday

INVEST IN OUR EXPERIENCE

CYMBIOSIS
s ——,

AUDIO & VISUAL
SOLUTIONS

CHORD CO, + DENON -
LUTRON -
REGA - REVOX -

e-mail: shop@cymbiosis.com

website: www.cymbiosis.com

6 HOTEL STREET

TEL: O116 262 3754

ARCAM * ACOUSTIC ENERGY - CASTLE + CHARIO + CURA
LINN HI-FI & KNEKT -
MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY - NAIM + NORDOST

LEICESTER

BADA

LOEWE

oA

Arcam, Audio Analogue, ( 28IEEIISNELETT)

Chord Co, Denon, Epos ENETRWEIEIT

P’roAc, Rega, Royd, stax, Gl
Teac, UKD Opera, ANSIENIIS

Basically S

NORWICH @ N BIRIOIN S

and many othg8

The Old Schill

"Customer care at it's best"

r @b BAA

the sumbol of security

ROTEL - TAG MCLAREN '+ WADIA
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50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832:0888/0161-835 1366

Hn Oascs of Sound

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS
L
0113

EDINBURGH
0131 220 0909

NEWCASTLE

GLASGOW
0141 248 2857 0191 230 3600

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY
THE LEADING HI FI SPECIALIST

ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MERIDIAN MARANTZ DENON PYONBER
YAMABA NAD MICROMEOA MISSION KEF CELESTION ATACAMA
TECHNICS TRICHORD TDL REL IXOS
SDVGLE SPEAKER DEM ROOM WH DO NOT USE ANY COMPARETORS
WE ALSO HAVE FULL DEMONSTRATION OF PROJBCTION TV WITH
LASERDISC AND FULL PRO LOGIC SYSTEMS
PART EXCHANGE WELCOMR
PLEASE PHONE OR E MAIL FOR PRICES
WE HAVE IN STOCK OVER 200 LASERDISCS
LALL FOR OUR LATRST CATAI.OUGE

LEAMINGTON HI-F1 COMPANY

Leami Ll
Phooe: omeﬁ" P:} omfs"“nmml kmmcxfiugci:u gk

EEDS
242 7777

finest HI-F8

' audio e)(cellence

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS !
CHESTER
86-90 Boughton,

PRESTON product range)

131 Friargate
Chester CH3 5AQ Preston, PR1 2EE
(01244) 345576 (01772) 253057

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY

Evening calls welcome

Vg =3

Demonstrating some of the worlds

Home Demonstrations a speciality
(see Dial-A-Dealer for complete

TelFax 0161 304 7494 Mabile: 07801 498934

The finest range of Hi-Fi in the north.
Stockists of Audionote, Sugden, Impulse. Pro-
Ac, Harbeth, Stemfoort, Target, Neat, Trichord,

Systemdek, Lyra, Proceed, SME, Michell,

Heart, Keswick etc etc
Open 10-6pm Mon-Fri
10-5pm Sat
10-2pm Sun

one 016
Fax. ( 727 7042

Alidio File

AWARD WINNING DEALER “

COME AND EXPERIENCE Hi1 Fir AND

HHonmi CINEMA AY I'TS BEST |
ARCAM B AUDIOLAB B CYRUS B CASTLE @ B&W
YAMAHA B RUARK B KRELL 88 AUDIO RESEARCH

SONUS FABER B MARTIN LOGAN @ MARANT2 B LINN
NAIM B LOEWE @ DENON ®IROTEL @ MICROMEGA
MISSION @ SOUNDSTYLE B QED)

THE Auvoio FiLg, 41 Victoria Roap,
Camsrioce CB4 3BW
TeL: 01223 368305 Fax: 01223 354975

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION

UNIVERSITY AUDIO

EST 1943

MAIN AGENTSFOR
ARCAM. MERIDIAN, BKOW, DENON.
MARANTZ. YANMAHA
FORALEL YOUR HIFINFEDS CONTACT
01223 354237

3 PEAS HILL, CAMBRIDGLE

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION
NOISSIN 01 N3LSIT LSNIN NOA

L

L PR nmﬂ"m
MAIN AGENTS FOR:
AT.C. « SONY » NAD * DENON « QUAD ¢ TEAC »
PROJECT » YAMAHA « MONITOR AUDIO ¢
ROGERS ¢ MISSION » MUSICAL FIDELITY »
PIONEER ¢ MERIDIAN ¢ ALCHEMIST
Also Quality In-Car and Computing

19¢ East Street, St. Ives, Cambridge PE17 4PD

Tel: 01480 465888

:@tf/ﬁﬂyﬁ// £
HI FI HOME CINEMA & MULTI ROOM SPECIALIST

216 MOULSHAM ST 44A HIGH ST
CHELMSFORD RAYLEIGH

W. THURROCK
01708 680551

Apotio, Arcam, Atacama, Audio Technica, Beyer, Bove, Chord, Copland, Crestron,Cyrus, Definitive Technology, Dsnon
KEF Krell, Lexicon, Linn Products, Loewe Tetevisions. Lutron L:%hhng Controls Marantz, Micromega. Miller & Kressel
Miss:on, Naim Audio, Ortofon, Parasound, Proneer, Proceed, QED, Quad, Rega, Revox, Roksan, Rotat, Ruark, Saieco
Sannheser. Stands Unique, Stax, Stuart Screens, Tag McLaren, Targel Van den Hul, Wilson Benesch, XLO etc.
WWW. uyldqhhlﬂ com\

Acoustic Solution:
Alchemist

Technics Yamaha Sony Atacama
Pann.or‘ vod ) Aiwa Audioquesz
Toshiba Pioneer Mission Beyer

Low, low prices Cable Talk
all year rovnd!!! DPA

Established 1959 Electrocompaniet
Exposure

142 High St
Scunthorpe, Nth Lincs

01724 843800

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION

blow vour mind . . .

Arcam. A'1.C, B & W, Celestion, Denon.
Kenwood, Kef, Murantz, Michell,

Lend us your ears and we’ll ]’

Mission, M=ridian, NAD, Panasonic
Philips, Pioneer, Quad. REL. Rotel, Ruark, Sony,
TAG McLaren, Tangoy, Technies, Yamaha and more.
Audition the very est a Lincolnshirc’s

premirer HE-Fi dealer

wANgEEs

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.,)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

STOWSOUYNDS
anelio cormliant:
Qu. 'ty Equipment Available From:

Neat Acousties

Stands Un.que

For A Demonstration & Expert Advice Cah
Stowmarket (01449) 675060

Stone Farm, Bor:; Lune, Gt Fmbe:o‘ﬂ. Stawmarke
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BG Audio!
Visual

9 Hatter Street
Bury St Edmunds

M. Labs

Nord

.558“ Sutfolk
Sonic Limk 01284 765 227
Sonneteer

Bang & Olufsen, Sony,
Technics, Denon,
Yamaha, Rotel, Linn,
Misslon, KEF, Jamo,
JBL, Harman, Boston

Soundstyle

YOU MUST LISTEM TO MISSICN

Van den Hut

GRAYSTON

sound&-vision

Aichemist Arcam B&W Bostoa Acaustics
Castte Acoustics Denon Harman Kardon
KEF Relerence Linn Loewe Heridian Musical Fidelity

Philigs Pronees Pro-ject Rate! Sennheiser Thomson

"

25 ol
e

o ’ vl

33 Sir Isaac’s Walk, Colchester

Tel: 01206 577682




Ex dem Summer Madness Clearance Sale | July 1999
sou n dc raﬁ AE 120 Loudspeakers Musical Fidelity X-DAC
Castle Avonsgl)ilrch) Musical FidelityX-Pre&2 X-A50 0
The best in sound advice from Kents premier audio dealer PencnlavCi2800iamp R o $;‘1?,';:g,§;y°,§§x;s

. N Linn Kabers (black) Musical Technology Condors
Telephone our Customer Orderline: 01233 624441 TR Lo W £1400  Naim IXO Cross geer 350

: Linn AV 5120 Centre £495 Naim SBL Speakers £1450

Take advantage of our ex-demonstration clearance stock this month. Now is the time to buy that system - H
F i X ick! Linn LK100 £485 Naim Intro Speakers (black) 499
you always dreamed of. All items listed are individuals sold with warranty, so you'll needvto be quick Linn LPA2/LVI/Cirkus/K9 £900 Naim Credo S&)krs (black) 800
We are even selling our reference Linn Kelfik Aktiv system to make way for the new Climax power Linn Isobariks (Walnut) £1200  Naim NAP 180 Pwr amp 850
amplifiers. To guarantee your complete enjoyment some of our eqm%menl may need to be delivered by Linn Keltik Aktiv System Rega Brio amplifier 199
our qualified installers, There may be a small additional charge for this service, but we will discuss that 3Clouts, Kaim + Keltiks £7500 Sony $315 DVOD with free discs 399
fully when you call. Linn Karik Il CD £1350 Sony DBR-925 AV amp 450
Linn Numenk DAC £1000  Shahinian Arc Loud speakers 850
Rer?\el;nbe"-r you lcan try bter!oredquuh})uy 'm ou:_ pencx;_ styledhsrgéung ar;dncnnema troo_rl?‘s whnch' are lt:e Linn Sara 9s (walnut) £400 TDL T-Line 2 speakers (cherry) 399

erfect places lo enjoy the delights of quality audio and video entertainment with your favourite

?ecordings Sit down, relax trust y%ur own%ars“énd eyes, and our 50 year:lvt e)(periencey At 40 High Street, Ashford, Kent. TN24 B8TE. Our exciting range includes

Arcam, Ruark, Linn (CD12 in stock), Loewe TV, Naim, Rega, Rotel & Musicat Fidelity.
Ex-display stock Loewe TV's: Calida 33inch (silver) £1195, Calida 21 (blue) £485 & Profil (black) We're open 9-5.30 Mon-Sat. Tel: 01233 624441 Fax: 01233 640333. All ltems come with a warranty
28 £985 + Sony KV28 WF1 widescreen £550 & Sony KV 14 Portable £149 for your security & peace of mind. Why not check out our web site: hitp: www.soundcraft-kent.Itd.uk

"
’ Stockis of: ARCAN » CREEK + EPOS « LINN + Best place in
MERIDIAN + NAIM AUDIO « NAUTILUS 800« town for Hi Fi and

NEAT » REGA » ROTEL » ROYD « SHAIINIAN

IHIE SOUTH EAST'S | EADING HI-FI COMPANY STAN « YAMAHA - g‘ml&%x Home Cinema
]
3 DEM ROOMS A.V. % Three demonstration rooms
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT I I l C l # All leading brands
FREE INSTALLATION indecently good hi-fi # Interest Free Credit
LINN . NAIM . MISSION . KEF ) . #* Good parking facilities
DENON . TAG MCLAREN Touis Sorn KT DA Tel 21 545 3530
MARANTZ . MUSICAL FIDELITY Open Tues - Set 10.30um - 7.00pm. UNILET SOUND & VISION
CASTLE 24-26 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE ME14 1ED
M E 'JAYSOUND AUDIO Tel: 01622 626703 Fax:01622 676123
N @ AUDIO TECHNICA @ BEYER @ BLAUPUNKT @
SEVICE DEPT ® DENON ® DUAL ® JBL ® JVC ®
325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO :';E’::NELZ : :EA; : ;‘::;’::g : .
TAF @ SENNHEISER ® SHURE ® TANNOY @ 20 Treville Gate, W.Sussex BN | IUA
Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimile: 0181 655 3922 ® TARGET ® TATUNG @ TDL @ TOSHIBA ® (01903) 212133
- Free 2 year guarantee on hi-fi & speakers. e friendly shop with the best sound system in the So|
1 1= :‘ar;'e‘c:acngeA:::IcoF:ne' . Talk Electronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year Guarantees
- Hi-Fi and Car o Repairs. g
Licensed credit brokers & Part:ge 'Noi:he:v:‘e:";s;;:amhépm'
® Best place in 5 W?:)’ERL:T‘O 'S:?U)ARE Agencies include: Dynaudio, Ruark, Gradient, Maran
- pposite Pier] 2 1 .
town for HI F‘I and BOGNOR REGIS WEST SUSSEX estek, Orelle, Som:t:‘ear’,‘;(:o,’eczﬁb(.)l,Talk Electroni
UNILET Home Cinema [l Lo P
Sound & Vision
% Six demonstration rooms
s ADAMS & JARRETT
* Interest Free Credit
* Free Parking East Sussex Leading Hi-Fi Specialists

% Open 10-4 every Sunday

UNILET SOUND & VISION | Agents for * REL ® KEF « RUARK * CABLETALK
3 HIGH STREET. NEW MALDE. o B&W - ROTEL * TANNOY * MERIDIAN * MARANTZ
Tl 381 942 GHGE | D121 a0 Shas * YAMAHA TALK ELECTRONICS * DYNAUDIO and more

PLUS - HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS WITH LISTENING ROOMS
PROFESSIONAL, FRIENDLY ADVICE AND SERVICE -
COME TO THE HioFI DEALER THAT PUTS YOU FIRST

Tel: 01424 437165/432398

Norman Road, St. Leonards on Sea East Sussex

audio exellence B3 TheHF Contre =

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS RO

INNS

Bristol Cardiff . %Nx?n%v:c;?gvl—gx 70 BRANDS
SOUND & VISION 65 Park Street 134/6 Crwys Road ot H ot s |
e AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL TOP MAKES Bristol BS1 5PB Cardiff CF2 4ANR CINEMA SURROUND SPECIALISTS
o EASY PAYMENT TERMS - DEMO ROOMS 01179) 264975 (01222) 228565 ARCAM, R&W, CASTLE, DENON, MARANTZ, MISSION,
: + MAIL ORDER + SERVICE DEPARTMENT { ) QUAD, ROTEL, RUARK.TAKNOY, TEACAND UKD,
| PHOENIX WAY, ENTERPRISE PARK, SWANSEA (Just off Junc 45, M4) Gloucester Swansea ""W"'“'(f)"’l ‘;"; g'gfﬁ*':s‘% oigleveigns
I 7 < > 4 4 ‘B 7B 58 Bristol Road 9 High Street
> O3 2 36 Gloucester GL1 55D Swansea SA1 1LE ACTON GATE AUDIO
- o> S E 8 > A VS A WWEESK {01452) 300046 (01792} 474608 RUABON ROAD, WREXHAM, CLWYD

Exeter
156 Sidwell Street, Exeter, EX4 6RT
{01392) 491194
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY

Wﬁio—o—o

NORTH WALES’ LEADING HI FI
& HOME CINEMA SPECIALIST
BEST SERVICE * BEST PRICE » BEST ADVICE

Callaghan|;

[TV VIDEO & HI-Fl '

62 Oliver Plunkett St..
Cork.

50 Victona B lding
Mostyn Avenue,

Craig - Y - Don, Liandudno ' 4
Tel: 01492 876788  SHI-FI TV * VIDEO
30 Lord Street, Wrexham, L11 1 LR Tel: 01978 364168

© GEED 6 GEED © &B Over 40 years expenence b GENED ¢ GREDaEED o

Tel. (021) 273433

YOU MUST LISTEM TO MISSION
YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION
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AUDIOLAB, B . P
AT THE VIRGIN MEGASTORE 3 820, BAW, Hearing is Believing
- - (7]
... everything for the serious 2 R
i 1 MICROMEGA, Arcam
TR il music lover! o RGTE BEW
&Rf N E‘ Hi-Fi and Homg Eﬁntertamment g cln“ v Tag McLaren
Specialists 7 gl — v Castle
Featuring: Acoustic Energy, Alchemist, Arcam, B+W, Bose, Castle, Cabletalk. P Lo M(;ridia' 0
i B.L.. JVC. KEF, Marantz, 2 0 yoses i F st asse
i e ol |- [
ission, Mus| idelity. Musical Technology. Nordust, . Philips, g AST 55 Main Street, Marantz
Pioneer. Pro-Ject, QED, REL, Rotel, Shearne Audio, Sony, Sennheiser, Blackrock, Jadis
Stereostone, Systemline, Tannoy, Technics, Van den Hul, Yamaha. o Dublin. Naim Audio
« AN and Hi-Fi Listening Rooms Lﬁ:‘;;‘n“nﬂ:““ Centre. 1| 1 (01) 2689449/2888477 Sony
¢ THX Digital A’V demonstrations N. Ireland BT70 1AR. || Open Toes-$3t10am 106 pm. REL
, Tel. 01868-753606 Thue - f1i 10 am tn & pm
* Future-proof facility http://www kronoshi-fi
* Extensive range of accessories and fumiture demon co.uk

Open Man-Sat 9.30-5.30. closed Wednesdays

* Custom installation and design service Agenties include: Absolute Sounds, Arion

Call in Mon to Sat 09.30 to 18.00; Thu 09.30 to 20.00 | Audion, Audiomesa. Cadence. Densen. Eltax
Frameworks, Harman Kardon. JBL., Kabelwerk

By appointment most evenings Khipseh, Living Voice, Lyra. LFD. Maraniz.

Michell. MIT, Musical Fidelity. Notinghain
Tel: (353) 1 671 4343 Fax: (353) 1 671 4398 Analuge, Oracle. Orelle, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark.

e/mail: info@hificorer.ie Silver Sound. SME, Somie Link. Triangle, Trichord
2 Unisen, UKD, VPI, Wilson Benesch, Yamah:
Or write to: = S = et

Hi-Fi Corner at the Virgin Megastore
14 Aston Quay, Dublin 2, lreland

REPAIR & DIY VALVES & TUBES VINYL

TECHNICAL & GENERAL v MUSONIC STYLL
2 2 C Chelmer Valve comnaﬂy PECIALIST MANUFACTURER &
THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST AN 1 o valyos SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEAR
| S
for the Great Classical Turntable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli Buy CVC PREMIUM HI Fl valves direct from us. PICK-UP SARTRIDGSES
CONNOISSEUR + GARRARD * GOLDRING + All valves processed for improved performz.mcz. § RECORD ACCESSORIES
LENCO * ORTOFON » SHURE « SM.E « We also have stock of MAIOR BRAND types inc. MUSONIC (UR) LINTTED
THORENS « WATTS MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, PHILIPS, etc. i-»'y" N '.""‘ ““ B K“;“:{;;"'(“" oW
\ ord lertfordsiime 1
All available Genuine spares and our own 130, New tondon Road, Chelmsford, Essex, (M2 ORG
re-manutfacture of obsolete parts Tel. 01245 265865/355296 Fax. 01245 490064
NO ILLUSORY ‘IMPROVEMENT' NO DUBI- e-mail - sales@chelmervalve.com

OUS OR HARMFUL ‘MODIFICATIONS

Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early
recordings - 78s & Lps
TECHNICAL & GENERAL

P.0.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY
Tel: 01892 65 45 34

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS MAIL ORDER

Front End Problem?

STUDER REVOX Dissatisfied with your system?

The Cartridge Man SALES, SERVICE, SPARES
It doesn’t have 1o cost an arm and & SERVICE & REPAIR OF —
leg 1o get the hest - fisten 10 my . - -
Koestsu - and Decca -eiter A77,B77,A700, PR99 & Y
e,
Also agents tor Cront, Hadeock, 36 SERIES
I \.R.\:\J:;-hdl & HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER The Russ Andrews catalogue is packed full of
! cost-effective products which are guaranteed
. L. . SERVICED MACHINES IN to improve the musical performance of your
plus cartridge re-tipping service STOCK system - or your money back!
- 688 6563
. ol (LTI APPROVED CONVERSIONS s o,
Website: LISTENTO/THECARTRIDGENMAN - <

TEL:01246-275479

E M A S » ’/ Call now for your free copy
. . . . jl /I‘ ) quoting ref: ABHW1199

/ \ By A Freephone 0800 373467
a v FAX:01246 550421 e
@ Service & Repairs ! o
) Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd , FREEPOST NWWBS81A, Kendal, LA8 9ZA
3 — @ Valve & rransistor amplifiers
@ Vintage valve Radios Peace of mind with the Russ Andrews Guarantee

ATV SERVICES
LEATHERHEAD ® "7V
01372 456921 ® Vahes Tested

Free delivery e Full Refund Upgrade Scheme e 30 Day Home Trial
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REODUSTIL

PSYLHORCOUSNICS

Foundations
of Wireless
»Clronics

& El¢

s

Theory and Design of Loudspeaker
Enclosures by J. E. Benson

Covers infinite bafle, reflex, passive
radiator etc. in great detail with a highly
mathematical approach making it
unsuitable for beginners but highly
authoritative 10 experienced designers.
244pp 6" x 9" Paperback Code: 1140
£23.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction by Ronald Wagner

Step by step guide to the design and
construction of a full range electrostatic
loudspeaker, including basic operating
principles. Strongly recommended for
those wanting to either build, repair
and/or restore or who are just interesied
in electrostatics.

243pp 7" x 9

Paperback Code No. 1080
£16.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics

by David M. Howard & James Angus
An introduction to acoustics,covering
human perception of sound, notes and
harmony, musical dynamics, timbre of
musical instruments, acoustic model for
musical instruments, hearing music in
different environments, deceiving the
ear and processing sound electronically
224pp 244 x 189mm

Paperback Code No, 1370
£25.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Scroggie’s Foundation of Wireless &
Electronics by Roger Amos

A classic text based on his experience
since the dawn of the electronic age,
It covers both the theory and practical
aspects of a huge range of topics from
valve technology, and the application
of cathode ray tubes to radar, to digital
tape systems and optical recording
technigues.

400pp 234 x 156mm Paperback
Code No. 1590 £19.99 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

Back To Basics Audio by Julian Nathan
A first class reference book covering
electrical principals, meters &
measurements, amplifiers, transmission
lines sound waves & decibels, loud-
speakers, tape recorders, transformers,
PSUs, mixers, acoustics, audio cabling,
assembly methods, installation
planning and home cinema. An
excellent read.

344pp, 234 x 152mm Paperback

Code No.1610 £25.00 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Audio Electronics by john L Hood

The contents are as follows; Tape
recording; tuners and radio receivers;
Preamplifiers and input signals; voltage
amplifiers and controlsl Power output
stages 1 The CD and digital audio; Test
instructments and measurements;
Loudspeaker crossover systems; Power
supplies 1 Index

240pp, 246 x 189mm Paperback

Code No.1480  £19.99 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

The LP Is Back by Audio Amateurs
This is your complete guide to LP care
and maintenance. A collection of
articles covering the theory and care of
vinyl, players and cartridges, the
practice of cleaning LPs, tube pre-amp
electronics and a detailed look at the
hardware of record players. A must for
all vinyl lovers out there!

160pp, 205 x 265mm Paperback

Code No.1620  £8.00 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

'STING

LOUDSIYARERS

7,

Ix

Practical

Electronic
Fault Findingand
Troubleshooting

LOBNIN

Electronic Circuits Student Handbook

by Michael Tooley

This book provides the knowledge necessary to
appreciate the operation of a wide range of basic
electronic circuits including amplifiers, logic gates,
power supplies, timers and pulse generators. the
coverage is ideal for students following formal

Courses.,

240pp Paperback Code No.1450 £14.99 + £2,75

P&P (UK)

ELECTRONICS

MADE SIMPLE

)

s

PAIN

| Bullock On Boxes

| by Robert M. Bullock 11,

| Using Thiele-Small parameters clear-

‘ ly. it offers lots of helpful tables and
graphs to get 10 grips with the sizing

of the box and port of a reflex

loudspeaker.

72pp 8" x 11"

Paperback Code No. 1100

£12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Testing Loudspeakers+

by Joe D'appolito

Joe D’Appolito, loudspeaker designer
and consultants, has written the defini
tive text on testing loudspekaers. Dr.
D’ Appolito brings his expertise to the
subject and provides you with a
hands-on discussion of testing drivers
and systems. He brings you the theo-
ry and physics behind loudspeaker
testing in this volume.

Paperback Code No. 1580
£24.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Loudspeakers: The Why and How of
Good Reproduction

by G.A. Briggs

An easy to understand book on build-
ing loudspeakers, using empirical
techniques that pre-date computer
analysis. Strong

recommendation for beginners

88pp 57 x 8"

Paperback Code: 1070
£10.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

High Performance Audio Power
Amplifiers by Ben Duncan

This handbook links analog electronics,
acoustics, heat and music technology;
high-end hi-fi and professional PA and
recording studio use; theory, modelling
and real-world practice; design and repair;
the old and the new, the mainstream and
the specialised.

288pp, 234x156mm, Hardback

Code No0.1460 £40.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Electronics made Simple

by tan Sinclair

This books covers the basic theory
and principles of electronics. A
good read for the beginner.

Code No 1420 £12.99 + £2,00
P&P (UK)

Practical Electronic fault-Finding and
Troubleshooting by Robin Pain

This book explains the basic tec hnigues
needed to be a troubleshooter, using
only the basic equipment: a digital mul-
timeter and an oscilloscope. Simple cir-
cuit examples are used to illustrate prin-
ciples and concepts fundamental 10 the
process of fault finding.

240pp 235mm x 156mm  Paperback
Code No. 1430

£19.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

High-cnd Audio
Fquipment

_—

1 ouse o own
Electronic test
instruments

The Loudspeal
5th edition -
by Vance Dickason

This best seller offers up-to-date
design intormation for the home
constructor. It uses modern Thiele-
Small theory and parameters.
185pp 8" x 11 " Paperback
Code No, 1090

£22.95 + £3.25 P&P

Design Cookbool

High Performance Loudspeakers 5th E.
by Martin Colloms

High performance reference book.
Ideal for professionals and students
Covering CAD packages, digital
loudspeaker design, new results in
loudspeaker distortion, developments
in short path, low order crossover
network design, bending wave panel
speaker technology, hybrid toudspeak
ers and more.

478pp 7** x 9'  Paperback

Code No 1350 £27.50 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Loudspeakers Projects
A collection of the 25 best speaker
articles published in the Audio
Amateur throughout the 1970's, this
popular book is proof that great
designs are never out of date. This
volume is a rich source of theory,
practice and design

135pp 8" x 11" Paperback

Code No, 1550

£16.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Understand Amplifiers by Owen Bishop
This is a readable introduc tion for those
with little previous knowledge of the sub-
ject. The theme of amplification is cen-
tral 10 many branches of electronics.
This book describes amplifier types, how
they work, their properties, advantages
and disadvantages, and applic ations.
Amplifiers are treated with the minimum
of mathematics and lots of illustrations.
Paperback Code No. 1560
£16.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Build your own High-end Audio
Equipment

y Elecktor
3uild your own High-cnd equipment
contains construction projects for solid
state preamplifiers and power
amplifiers, active cross-over filters, and
active subwoofer, a mono/stereo
compressor .md..l headphone amplifier.
Code No. 1390
£14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Build your own Electronic Test
Instruments

by Electktor

This book contains designs for 17
measuring instruments, seven generators
and analysers; ten misc ellaneous instru-
ments and a number of test ancillaries
and auxiliaries. The designs range from a
simple muliicore cable designs contain a
special printed circuit, drawing of which
are given in an appendix.

Code No. 1400  £15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

ORDER 4 BOOKS & OVER
& PAY ONLY £7.00 P&P

(UK ONLY)




VALVE BOOKS

The Beginner’s Guide to Tube Design
by Bruce Rozenblit

This book takes a comprehensive look
at tube audio design. It explains how
vacuum tubes work and how to design
with them. Rozenblit covers stabilisa-
tion and testing, 13 classic amps and
preamps and how to work effectively as
a designer. A hands-on guide to con-
struction techniques, tools and choos-
ing components and tubes is provided.
132pp., 8" x 11” Paper back

Code No. 1340 £15.50 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Mullard Tube Circuits for Audio
Amplifiers

Includes full designs for eleven power
and control amps, including 5-20, using
valves. Begins with a four chapter tutori-
al on getting the best sound from valve
amplifiers.

142pp 8” x 10”

Paperback Code 1030

| £13.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

TUBE CIRCUITS FOR
AUDIO AMPLIFIERS

Radio Designers Handbook 4th Edition

by Fritz Langford-Smith

This is a classic reference handbook for
all who are interested in the design and
application of audio amplifiers and radio
receivers, and deals with basic principles
and the practical design of all types of

8 classic audio amplifiers, radio receivers
and record-producing equipment up to
the invention of the transistor, covering
valves, valve testing, general theory and
components; audio and radio frequencies;
power supplies, design of complete AM
and FM receivers, and reference information.
1498pp 216mm x 138mm Hard back
Code No. 1600 £35.00 + £6.00 P&P (UK)

70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves

by John W. Stokes.

Outlines the evolution of radio receiving
tubes and the part they played in the
domestic radio receiver. A reference for
those interested in the history and devel-
opment, and collectors alike.

256pp "8'' x 11" Paper back

Code: 1050 £24.95 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

Valve Amplifiers by Morgan jones, Audio Engineer

This book allows those with a

limited knowledge of the field to understand both the theory and
the practice of valve audio amplifier design, such that they can
analyse and modify circuits, and rebuild an amplifier.
Constructional techniques are also provided so readers can build
from scratch designs that actually work.

374pp 6" x 9" Paperback Code No. 1330

£25.00 + 2.75 P&P (UK)

An Approach to Audio Frequency Amplifier Design

Sevenieen circuits from 5 to 1100watts - General Electric Co. High
quality amp. designs using KT66s, KT88s, DA100s etc. Includes
two valve pre-amps complete with phono stages.

126pp 6’ x 9 Paper back Code No. 1020

£19.95 + £1.75 P&P (UK)

AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES BOOKS

Audio Anthologies - When Audio Was Young

Volume One: May'47 to Dec'49

Conteuts: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps., 30W 300B amp.,
vasve FM tuning indicater, 30W 211 power amp., cathode fol-
lower amp. using 6V6, an adaptation of the Williamson amp.,
valve phono pre-amp., several horn and reflex loudspeaker
designs.

Code No. 1150 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Valame Two: Jan'50 to pul'55

Comtents: Ultra linear 6Lb design and operation of the
Williamson, a direct coupled amp., Williamson type amp using
6ASs, 40W 845 push-pull amp., valve phono and line pre-amps.,
valves and loudspeaker danmping, design and construction of

ref ex, horn loudspeaker-..

Code No. 1160 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Saga of the Vacum Tube

by Gerald E.J. Tyne

This book covers the history of the evo-
lution of the thermionic vacuum tube,
tracing its complex genealogy, and pre-
senting essential facts to assist in the
identification of such tubes made prior
10 1930. “Today Tyne problably knows
more about the history of tubes than
anyone else in the world”. As reviwed
in August Supplement 1998

Paperback 494pp, 5'” x 8”

Code No. 1540 £16.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

i Gentdd £ Tone

Electronic Universal Vade-Mecum

by Piotr Mikolajczyk & Bohdan Paszkowski.
This Data book comprises 5693 valves
divided into 442 groups. A comprehen-
sive book which contains connection
deltails, operating parameters, load lines
and example circuits.

Hard back Code 1060

£49.95 + £ 8.50 P&P (UK)

ALV Taa

Vade-Mecum

Valve & Transistor Audio Amplifiers
by ) L Hood

This is ) L Hood’s greatest work yet,
describing the milestones that have
marked the development of audio
amplifiers, from the earliest valve amps
to the latest solid state design. It is the
complete world guide to audio amp
design. Other contents: active & pas-
sive components, amplifiers, pre-ampli-
fiers and power supplies.

Paperback 250pp., 156mm x 232mm
Code No. 1530 £19.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Power Amp Projects
by the editors of Audio Amateur

This illustrated handbook features 26 of
the best articles on power amps from
1970-89. Authors from six countries
offer an array of designs to provide
almost any level of high-quality audio
power needed by the resourceful
amateur who prefers the pleasure of
building his or her own equipment
205pp., 8- "x 11" Paper back

Code No. 1300 £14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Power Amp
P:o;ects

Principles of Electron Tubes

by Hedbert |. Reich.

A textbook for beginners starting with the basics of how a vacuum
tube actually works. Shows how a simple circuit is designed
including amplifiers, transformers and power supplies. A must for
both enthusiasts and hobbyists.
398 pp6” x 9”  Paperback
£27.95 + £3.00 PRP (UK)

Code No. 1010

Tube Amplifiers

by Kavsek & Kavsek

The most beautiful tube amp book in the
waorld. No specs. no test. just 215 gor-
geous four colour photos of 65+ amps
with a short description of each.
Including a 12 page explanation of the
history of tubes and tubeamps. Apendix
with addresses with tech. data.

167pp 9" x 12

Hard back Code No. 1310
£47.95 + £5.50 P7P (UK)

The Williamson Amplifier

by D.T.N. williamson.

Offers practical advice on how to build
and set up the amplifier for best results.
40pp 8¢ x 11

Paper back

Code No. 1040

£9.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

WILLIAMSON

[T—

UBuild your own Audio Valve
Amplifiers by Rainer Zur Linde

This hook covers construction pro-
jects for preamplifers, power ampli-
fiers and two amplifiers for musical
instruments aimed at the

practical audio/hi-fi enthusiast, it
offers much information on the opera-
tion of eleciron tubes, while the first
chapter gives a short history of the
thermionic valve.

paperback, 251pp, 235mm x 13mm
Code No.1320 £14.95 + 2.25 P&P (UK)

sudio Valhve
viupliticers

Fundamentals of Radio Valve
Teamcy s Technique by ) Deketh
Written in 1947 for Phillips one of the
‘-"m tal: most authoative and comprehensive
Fg, MENtais, treatments of the nature and function of
Radio-Valve the vaccum tube at the time. It exam-
Technique ines step by step the underline physics
of electron theory as it relates to all
aspect of tubes. Valve properties their
functions for various applications and a
e m— review of feedbacks techniques are fea-
tured. Useful appendices are included.

Paperback 535pp Code No. 1630
Price £21.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Electronic Valves in Audio Frequency Amplifiers

by E. Rodenhuis

Originally published in 1954 by Philips, this book encourages
amp. builders to experiment with design elements. Discussing
the use of valve data, the function of different amplifier stages
and includes detailed descriptions of eight designs. A wealth of
practical data, measurements and interesting features will be
found. A very good read.

Paperback 147pp Code No. 1520

Price £12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

BUY ALL 6 AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES

BOOKS FOR THE PRICE OF £90.00

Volume Three: Aug'52 to Jun'55

Contents Simple valve phono stage, transformer less amplifier
using 6082, 20W 5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp., stereo valve pre-
amp.. high quality valve phono stage, a pre-amp for the
Williamson, low distorion tone control pre-amp., binaural or
stereophonic, transistor phono amp., corner & concrete horn
lcudspeaker.

Code No. 1170 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Four: Jul'35 to Dec'57

Contents: 18W 5881 amp., 4W single-ended tweeter amp., bud-
get 1°W amp., versatile bassftreble control, transistor theory, tran-
sistor pre amp., transistor techniques, battery powered transistor
phono pre-amp. and loudspeakers explained.

Code No. 1180 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Five: Jan'58 to Dec'59

Contents: Stereo vatve multiplex decoder, 7W EL84 amp., valve
active crossover and 20W treble amp/50W bass amp., monaural,
binaural, monophonic and stereophonic explained, heterodyne
FM mrultiplex adaptor, transistor pre-amp., 60W EL34 amp., high
power audir amps, hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure.

Code: 1190 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Six: Jan'60 to Dec'61

Contents: Tansistor pre-amps., feedback techniques, the coming
of FM stereo, FM multiplex adapters, Tape recorders; distortion,
frequency response and noise, 120W 6550 amp., loudspeaker
efficiency.

Code No. 1200 £14.95 + £2,00 P&P (UK)
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|Please send (Code No.)
:Pay. World Audio Publishing Ltd. £ _
Name:

Signed:

iExpiry date:
'Deiivery Address:

or debit my Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Solo (Card Noj

(enter codes clearly)

|Tel ({Day)

__Please return to: W, A.P. Ltd. Suite G4,

Imex House, The Park Business Centre

, Kilbarn Park Road, London NW6 SLF. ENGLAND TEL/FAX: 0171 625 8032 E-Mail: wad@hi-fiworld.co.uk D

lPIease contact us far overseas P&P charges. Allow 28 days for delivery. All orders subject to availability. If further space is required please attach separate sheet.
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be added to our mailing kst




ALCHEMIST PRODUCTS Calf us and allow us to
mnslormlour hife with products from an acclaimed
range of Amplifiers, CD’s and PrefPower combina-
tions including such models as "Kraken' and ‘Forsett”
right through to our award winming ‘The Alchemst’
range (Winners 1996 C.O.T.Y. Lapan) Unit 1,
Furzewood House, Cranbournc Ind Est, Potters Bar,
Herts. EN6 J;N‘ Tel: 01707 664607 (for enqutries)
Tek: 01753 889949 (for UK Sales) Fax: 01707 664207
(for enquiries) Fax: 01753 889636 (for UK Sales).

ALEMA LTD 103 South Street. Lancm;. BN1S 8AS
Tel. 01903 750755/6. “AUDION" “EDISON"
“DAC" “AMP" Europe's LeadinE Brands. Gold
Medal Winners “A” Rated in Stereophile, Best of Year
gaiwan). Buy the Best Full Remote Valve And New

ransistor Range. Tube Amps £599 - £15000. Kits
From £399. Check the Latest at www.hi-fidelity.co.uk.

APPOLLO The UK based designers and manufactur-
ers of high %ualuy speaker stands and equipment racks
have now added to their comprehensive range a mod-
ular system ideal for housing audio visual products
and CE) storage. Please send for our free brochure to
Zenith Crown Ltd. Tipton Rd, Dudley, West Midlands.
DYI14 Tel. 0121 S20 5070. Fax. 0121 522 2055. - All
export trade enquiries welcome.

ARCAM Pembroke Ave, Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach. Cambridge, CBS 9PE. Tel. 01223 440964
or Fax. 01223 863384. Manufacturers of the Delta 290
Amplhifier and the Delta 280 Digital FM Tuner. The
two together produce a sound that has been
described as "subtle and intriguing” and that provide
“reat clout” - discover this for yourself. For mforma-
tion on not only these products but also the Arcam
CD Players, Speakers, Cassette Decks etc., 'Phone or
write in to request a brochure - The pleasure is alf
yours!

AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE LTD The Square.
Forest Row, East Sussex RHI8 SES Tel: 01342
826262 Fax: 01342 824845. Manufacturers of the
Batentcd BASE  VIBRATION  CONTROL
LATFORMS AND THE MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM. These Products are endorsed by
Hi-Fi World.  Also_newly introduced are the
RESONANCE CONTROLLED HI-FI CABINETS
which are mult level modular design and avadable in
various sizes and wood finishes. Please telephone for
more details and a product portfolio.

AUDIO SYNTHES!S Manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to analogue converter. comes
X-2, 2 new Hi-End reference converter able to dig
decper into the digital source than ever before! A new
addition to the superb PASSION series of all Vishay
controflers has just been introduced in the form of
PASSION 8. a fully remote controlled uniquely trans.
arent passive preamplifier, the perfect match for
ESIRE. By word of mouth our DEPSIRE power amph-
fier 15 rapidly convincing listeners, whether passive or
active! New for 1997 1s TRANSCEND a state of art
CD rtransport with AES, coaxial, AT&T glass and
Toslink outputs. Audio Synthesis, Pé BOX
50,Nottingham, NG9 IDZ, Tel: {~44) (0)115 922
4138. Fax: (+~44) (0)115 922 9701.

BORDER PATROL 63 Berricdale Avenue Hove
BN3 4D TellFax 01273 276716. Manufacturers of
Power Supply Units for valve amplifiers, Single-
Ended Power Amplifiers and high quality
Transformers. The Border Patrol PSU: valve-
rectified choke input filter power supply units which
dramatically improves the sound of varve amplifiers:
models avallable to suit  Audionote. Audio
Innovations, Audion, Art Audio. Cary, Unison
Research, World Audio Designs. The Border Patrol
300B SE singlc-ended valve amplifier featuring inter-
stage driver transformers and valve rectified choke
input filter power supplies. Border Patrol trans-
formers: high quality output (PP and SE). interstage
and pre-amp output transformers and high value
inductors.

CABLE TALK
UK designed and manufactured range of interconnects
and speaker cables from the affordable to the
sensible - not the outrageous ! To recerve a full colour
brochurc/copy of reviewsiprice list and dealer hst
ease telephone, write or fax quoting:
CT HFW MYM 99] to
ible Talk, thH. Albany Park, Cambertey, Surrey. GUIS 2PL.
Tei: (+44) (0) (276 686717 Fax: { - 44) (0) 1276 686353

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN Llandudno Road,
Cardifi CF3 8PG Tel. 01222 779 40%. Supplies / man-
ufactures maiorder, high purity silver interconnects,
loudspeaker cables, internal wires and bespoke mains
cables. Generous two week trial period.

CANFORD AUDIO PLC Crowther Road,
Washington, Tyne & Wear, NE38 0BW. UK Sales
0191 415 0205. Fax: 0191.416-0392 E-Mail
mbc@canford.co.uk Internet: www canford.co.uk The
UK's leading manufacturer and distributor of profes-
sional audio equipment. specialists in cabling & con-
nectors. Canford invite interested parties to call for
one of their FREE 850 page bi-annual catalogues which
details over 12,000 products. Canford have offices
and distributors world-wide.

CHORD ELECTRONICS LIMITED 3 Bower
Mount  Road,  Maidstone,Kent MEI6  8AX
Telephone:  01622-764874, Fax: 01622-688480
We have recently complemented our highly acclaimed
SPM range of power amplifiers with isupcrb re.
amps- the CPA 2800 + CPA 4000as well as the BBC
qualified LSS/12A foudspeaker & LFS/12 bass exten-
sion system Call us for copies of reviews that will
leave you wanting details of your nearest retaller.

CREEX AUD{O LTD 2 Bellevue Road. Friern
Barnet, London NIi 3ER Tel 0181 36! 4133, Fax
0181 361 4436. E-mail: mereck@ibm.net Internct:
www.creckaudio.co.uk Creck Audio build stylish Hi»
Fi products in the UK, combining state of the art elec-
tronic design, with full bodied, accurate and musically
rewarding sound. Our standard size products come
in two award-winning ranges, the entry level 43
sertes and higher priced 52 series, These include:
CD43 - CD player with 24 bit resolution DAC, T43
AM/FM Tuner, Integrated Amps - 5250, 5250SE and
4330 (described bygStcrcoghilc Magazine as the best
amp under $1000) Our A43, AS2 and AS2SE Power
Amps range from 50 to 250 Watts and both P43 and
P52 Pre-Amps offer passive and actve operation with
remote control. In addition we have an award win-
ning OBH range of small products: O8H-8/8SE MM

and OBH-9 MC Phono Pre-Ampifiers, OBH-11 and
11SE Headphone Amplifiers. OBH-10 and 12 Remote
Control Passive Pre-Amps and OBH-14 - 24 bit DAC.
ISec;I our home page for further details or call us for
caflets.

DBS$ AUDIO P.O.Box 91 Bury St Edmunds. Suffolk,
1P28 6RY. Phonc: 01284 B11891. Fax: 01284 811791 E-
mait DBSaudio@AOL.COM . Superior sound with our
sclf-build loudspeakers. featuring quarlty cornponents and
novel technologies. True high-end on a budget - £269
floor-standing DBS7 would cost over £1600 retail Save
€£{s with stand-mount DBS8, DBSE-S, DB54:3 and
DBS#/2. CLIO Lite electro-acoustic measuring systein
with mi. only £455. Also Netcalc. Boxcale and Boxdraw
speaker CAD software,

ENSENENT AWBNO Distributor of Cioft Valve
Amplification. Tel 01902 656517 Fax 0121
681 8772 Mobile 0956 921740 UK Stockists
are: Classigue Sounds (Leicester) GT Audio
London_ NW) Nottingham Analogue. Purist
udio, The Cartridge Man (Len Gregory -
Croydon), call for overseas distributors.

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD Tabor House,
Norwich Road, Mulbarton, Norwich. Norfolk, NR14
8)T. Tel. (01508) 578272. UK. distributors of FOCAL
rive units and SOLEN (chateauroux) polypropylenc
capacitors and the largest inductor Mmanufacturer in
the UK. Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker Parts
and Kits. Sub-Bass and Electronic Filters “Everything
but the wood” Enquiries shoutd be accompanied by a
38p stamped addressed envelope

FULLERS AUDIO 20 Tunbridge Road, Southend
on Sea, Essex SS2 6LT. Tel. 01702 612116. Fuller's
audio produce a range of innovative products
Amplification - al0 single ended class A semicon-
ductor power amplhficr - £1200. b70 a mosfet
power amplifier of high standard - £599, prel and
prel = matching pre-amplifiers - €599/£649. geni
Ehono stage for mm and me cartridges €199
oudspeakers - Pharoah system, urgrada le from |
pair of cabinets to 3 pairs for truly extended bass,
ﬁasswe’awvc options £649-£2499, Sphinx 2 3 way
loos standing unit £849, Suitan H.E.. 98dB sensitiv-
ity €439, matching Sub Woofer £559, Sultan. 91.548
sensitivity £309.

IAN EDWARDS The Oid Chapel, 282 Skipton
Road. Harrogate, Yorks. Tel. 01423 500442.
Somebody Somewhere must make better storage
units for CDs. Mustc, LPs, HiFi. Books. etc than lan
Edwards. BUT until he appears, why not send for the
brochure showing a sclection of HXND MADE untts.
To do this please send 3 x 2nd class stamps.

IPL ACOUSTICS arc 2 long established supplier
of high quality speaker kits, components and PTFE
Silver cables. Our kit range includes 6 Transmission
Lines and Kits for A V. use, available with or with-
out flat-pack cabinets {Plain or preveaccred). Our
latest Transmission Line has a spun aluminium bass
unit and a superb new ribbon tweeter For details
send farge 30p SAE - IPL Acoustics. 2 Laverton
gf}a;il estbury, Wiltshire, BA13 3RS. Tel. 01373

BMO UK LTD jamo House. 5 Faraday Close,
rayton Fields, Daventry, Northants,
Tet. 01327 301300

DISTRIBUTION (FI RAX Snrmgﬁc'd

lis, Spa Street. Ossett. Wakefield. WF5 OHW Tel.
01924 277626. Fax: 01924 270759. Fi-Rax offers a
new dimension in audio visual racking High quality
aluminium  construction. Finishes avatiable to your
choice. Fully adjustable émm glass shelving. sound
insulation on shelf/fect. Customn created to suit your
system, Free defivery throughout the UK For further
formation or a free brochure contact |EM
Distribution.

AORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD Cynira
lace, 201 Mare Street. Haclney, London E8 JQE.
Tel. 0181 985 1646. Jordan
Sight AND Sound.

KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH 54 Coach Road,
Outwood, Wakeficld, W Yorks, WF1 3EX. Tel/Fax
01924 870606. "I'd say that the Figaro is the best
miniature speaker | have heard” Audiophile March
1993, Write in or calt for details on our full product
range and your nearest stockist.

KRONOS DISTRIBUTION 7 Scotch Street
Centre, Dungannon BT70 JAR Tel:01868 753606,
Fax:01868 753006. Kronos is the UK distributor of
some of the finest HI Fi rroduus in Europe. These
include Awdiomeca digital products and turntables;
Lieder silver speaker and interconnect cables; Pro-
Ject turn-tables and amplifiers; Triangle speakers and
electronics; and YBA amplifiers. We also handle
Frameworks equipment tables; Arion valve amplifiers
and mains fikers and Essex Audio digital products
from the UK. Please telephone or write for product
detatls and dealer lists

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD | Ma{o Road,
Croydon. Surrcy. CRO 2QP. Tel: 0181 684 1166, Fax:
omf 684 3056, One of the largest distributors of
electronic valves. tubes and semi-conductors in the
UK. and USA manufacturers. stock. We specialise in
obsolete types including original UK and USA made
audio valves Telephone or fax for an immedlate quo-
tatron,

LORICRAFT AUDIO “ Vintage DIY". 4 Big Lane,
Goose Green, Lambourn. Berks. RGI7 8XQ. Tel
01488 72267. Specialist restoration of Garrard 301's
and 401's using genuine spares and re-manufactured
parts to original pristine standards in our newly built
work sh(gns designed primarily for these purposes.

Wanted, Goldring GL7S.
MARSTON AUDIO 17, Quecns Avenye.
i PE30 SLR.

King' Lynn, Norfolk, .
Tel: 01553 772875 Fax: 01553 767988 cmail
marston@planctweb co.uk.website:
www.planetweb.co.uk‘marston. Manufacturers of the
Silhouctte and Silhouette Edte Digital to Asalogue
Converters and the new “Marston Silhouctte” CD
Player, engincered to produce stunning dynamics,
imfc«xb!c tming and a beautifully transparent sound.
Telephone for stockists and future developments

atts Acoustics for

MAY AUDIO MARKETING U.K. LTD
Arcside Mills, Cononley. Keighley, West Yorkshire.

BD20 8LW Tek: 01535 632700. Fax: 01535 632887.
Distributors of High Quality audio rrodu(ts from LFD
amplifiers.  Totem Loudspeakers, Reference
Recordings, Jecklin Fioat Headphones, Sequence loud-
speakers. Sonneteer amplifiers and ua'l%‘emrdm s
from Proprius. IF ITS MUSIC YOU LOVE. TELé
PHONE OR WRITE FOR LITERATURE.

MICROMEGA distributed by Surrey Sounds, 32-33
Enterprise House, Terrace Road, Walton On Thames,
Middiesex, KT12 25D. Tel: 01932 254297. Fax: 01932
230174. For dealer and product info on the fantastic
Minium complete system, up to the Solo and Data and
Dialog. Also the new 24bit audio and video DVth -
er and the outstanding new premium range of CB
players. All Micromega CD players play CDs like Vinyl

MCRGAN AUDIO SYSTEMS LTD A range of
equipment hand built in the UK, consisting of a CD
player / D.A converter / :meg’fned & prelpower
szlihers The integrated amplifiers are designated
125/250/600. Priced at (149/2399/(999. Pre-power
versions of the 250/600 arc priced at £799/£899.
The CD player @ €579 & DAC €399 offer
astounding performance and complete the 250
range. For further info. please call:- 0151 236 7667.

NORTON TECHNOLOGIES 17D
Manufacturers of the acclaimed AirPower LPI2
Power Supply. 14 Rothesay Avenue, Chelmsford
M2 98U (81245) 283125

OPUS3/PENTACONE. Natural _Acoustical
Music recorded on CD & LP. Three Dimensional,
Dynamic and Live SYSTEM HARMONISING: A ser-
vice to extract the full potential of your hi-fi equip-
ment by careful and innovative met(uods of Synergy
Tuninﬁ WE WERE AT THE RECORDING SES-
SION!! Because we record live music we know what
it sounds like. 4, Cross Bank Road. Batley, W. Yorks:
WE17 8P). Tel/Fax: 01924 445039.
E-Mail:pentacone@hotmail.com
; hutpifidspace.dial.pipex.cominim

PLATFORM 7 High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for all makes of esu ment
RACKSSTANDS. An e[e&an! way to Ul GEADE.
Improves clarity: better BASS control. 3 Abbotts
Drive, North Wembley, Middlesex HAO 3SB. Tel:
0181 904 2646. Also NEALGAR DISTRIBUTION
Tel/Fax 01296 24756,

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD Are the specialist
component company for high end audio enthusiasts.
Also carbon tubes/audio valves. Major stockists for
Golden Dragon, Mullard. GEC & Tecnix valves plus a
vast archive of vintage tubes.

PRISM ACOUSTICS LYD Prism House. Duncan
Street, Banff, Aberdecnshire, AB45 | EQ. Tel. 01261
818444, Fax 01261 818555 Hrtp: www.prism-
acoustics,com -mail
enquiries@prismacoustics.com Prism Acoustics Ltd.
Has pioneered the used of Reflective Wave
Tc(hnologz (RWT) in the design of all our loud-
speakers. Contact to find out more!

PREMIER MARBLE LTD Uncover the true
sound quality and potential of your system. Use the
natural benefits of granite and marble. These natur-
al materials offer better base definition, clarity, and
natural sound staging capabilities. CD/Turn-table
platforts, custom made stands, shelves or anything
you deswe cut and ?ohshed to any shape or size
required Tel: 01603 721995

REL ACOUSTICS North Road. Bridgend Ind Est.
Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3TP UK. Tel. 01656
768 777, international +44 656 768 777. Fax. 01656
766 093. international. +44 656 766 093. Email: con-
tact@relnet  Web: htp_irelnet The UK's only
specialist sub-bass speaker manufacturer. “The only
one that works”. Get your dealer to give you a home
demo and find out what the fuss is all about.

RDE TANDBERG Hi-FI SERVICES Holly
Tree House, The Green, Full Sutton, YORK YO4
IHW Tel: 01759 372795. The service, overhaul and
reconditroning of all Tandberg hi-fi products regard-
less of age.

SHEARNE AUDIO P O BOX 22, Stevenage,
Hertfordshire SG2 8HF, England Tel. 01438 740953
Following the highly acclaimed Phase 2 integrated, by
adding the Phase {powcr amplifier and éivampmg‘
Shearne Audio are continuing the design philosophy
of an upgradable system through the range
Introducing the Phase 6, a superbly musical, spe-
clalised pre-amplifier allowing owners of the Phase 2
or3or goth to upgrade their systems to highly spe-
cialised levels, also the introduction of the Phase 5,
100 watt Monoblock. These along with the phase 6
pre-amplifier can be used via Phono inputs or bal-
anced mode giving even greater versatility.

SONIC LINK The Derwent _Business
Centre,Clarke Street,.Derby. DEI 2BU Tef: 01332
361390 Fax: 01332 200698. “Makes the World's
Finest Hi-Fi Cable From the Hx§hesr Quality
Maternals” SonicLink BLACK RHODIUM intercon-
nect uses Rhodium plated wire, VERMILION uses
pure Titanium wire. g-GOLD mains cable improves
the picture quality in TVs, computer monitors and
home cinema as well as sound in hi-fi systems. Best
selling products include RED, SILVER PINK AND
VIOLET interconnects, AST75x2 AST200x2 and
$130x2 BWire loudspeakers cables and GREEN dig-
1tal 75 ohm interconnect

SOUND BYTES 72 Novar Drive, Hyndland,
Glasgow.. G129TZ Tel. 0141 339 7595 Fax. 0141 339
7592 e-mail bytes@colloquium.co.uk. We specialise
only in mass loading material, After hours exhaustive.
ly testing SOUND BYTES with various types of speak-
ers, we know it works and so do you - we have never
had a single complaint. Call s for advise on how much
to add to your equipment for the best performance
and the location of your nearest dealer.

SOUND IMAGE UK LTD. 52 Milton Road,
London Swi4 8JR.Tel: 0181 +255-6868. Importers and
distributors of the finest audio equipment, featuring
the stunning Bou;lder 2,000 series and the complete
range rom Norwegian manufacturer
Electrocompaniet.

! E SUGDEN & €O LTD Valley Works, Station
ane, Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire. WF16 ONF
Te! 01924 404088 Email esugden@compuserve com
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Superb amplifiers and compact disc players from the
original class A Company. Our unique wide-bandwidth
Masterclass series sets new standards in sound repro-
duction and can be upgraded to 180 Wart balanced
monoblocks. Prices start from €549 00 for the incred-
ible Audition-T and €649 for the legendary Alla.
Contact us now for Brochures, reviews and purchase
details Brish owned - British bailt

TALK ELECTRONICS Unt 12 Famboroui
Business Centre. Eelmoor Road. Farnboroug
Hampshre. GUI4 7XA Te' 01252 378383 Please
ring for details

TAG McLAREN AUDIO - The Summi. It
Latham Road, Huntingdon, Cambs, PEIB 62U

Tel +44 (0) 1480 4/5600 Fax ~44 {0) 1480 52159
Combining science and technology with distinet style.
TAG McLaren Audio's complete range of audio and
audio-visula products are designed to bring maximum
pleasure to the discerning listener  To find out more
visit our website at www.tagmclarenaudio com, email
us on HelpDesk@tagmclarenaudiocom or contact
our helpdesk on freephone 0800 783 8007

TARGET AUDIO PRODUCTS PLC Bnunnia
House, Leagrave Road. Luton. LU3 IR| The Audio
eq‘uigment, rack and speaker stand specmlist. For
information on our products piease telephone or
write.

TECH-LINK distributes some of the best perform-
m%(hu-ﬁ and atv accessories currently available in the
UK These mclude: Puresonic. best known for its
range of high performarce nterconnecis and connec-
tors, and cable adapters for a wide var ety of hi-fi and
alv apphicavons m its range: Tech-Link's own brand
Switch Boxes are the Pcrlcu solution to multiple
app'cations - for example. its highty acclamed TAS-!
15 a very ﬁrm-(al and mcxrenswe way of switching
your speakers between hi-fi and home cinema sys-
tems, and Shark - a range of very exclusive high qual-
iy cables. interconrects and conrectors

For more iformation . contact Tech-Link at Units
172. 76a Farnley Road. London, SE25 6NX. Tel:018I
771 8388, Fax: 0181 771 1840

TEAC 5 Matw House, The Croxley Centre,
Watford WDI 8YA Tel 01923 819630. Zax: 01923
236290 Teac has already estabhshed a virtual world-
dominance n the manufacture of precision recording
equipment and data storage products and the compa-
ny is now turming Ks attention to its core hi-fi and
audto related products The Tokyo Eiectro-Acoustic
Company {pesce TEAC) was formed i 1956 Over
the years TEAC has produced some of the world's
most ou!sundmg recording cquipment. including
many excellent alfordable home cassette decks (for
which the name TEAC pecame almost synonymous)
and by the tine of the dawning of the digital age at the
beginning of the 1980°s 1t was internationally acknowl-
edged as a world ‘eader in audio technology with a
string of kgh fidelity firsts to its name. 1997 saw a sig-
nificant turning pomnt for TEAC with the launch of a
superb _new mini-system, a newly developed VRDS
mini CD player and a Britsh designed CD player.

TRICHORD RESEARCH LTD Following on
from the highly acclaimed CD clock oscillator modifi-
cavons the Pulsar Seres One digital to analogue con-
verter. This unique design 1s part multsbit and part bie-
stream to give absolute linearity over an extremely
wide dynamic range. Switchable gctween 18 or 20 bit
resolution this converter will become the standard for
CD replay, For details telephone 01684 573524

VADIS AMPLIFIERS Kirkland, 32 Head Street.
Beith, Ayrshirc KAIS 2EU Tel 0150S 504£28 A new
manufacturer in Scotland producing a very different
valve power amplifier. The DIRECT OUTPUT (Patent
applied for) design. after two years of development.
has resulted in a power amplifier which dispenses with
the output transtormer, yet has an output impedance
of only 0.2 ohm! Distortion ts low at about 0.05%. and
because there is no output transformer the bandwidth
is very wide with no loss of power or increase in dis-
tortion. The result is astonishingly clear and natural
sound. Two versions hand made to order, the SIS
Ev"‘g 15w per channel stereo. the M50. 50w mono
lack or colour finish.

WILMSLOW AUDIO S0 Mam Street. Broughton
Astley, Leicester LE? 6RO Tel (01455) 286603 Fax
(014 S& 286605. “Extensive ranfe of Drive Units and
over 30 different designs of sclf-assembly kit. Drive
units include those from KEF. Dynaudio, ludax. Seas.
Peerless, Scanspeak and Morel. Everything required
for the loudspeaker Builder, and facilities to listen to
the kits in built up form.”

SERVICES & CONSOULYANTS

F AUDIO VISUAL tel 01209 612260/710777
Fax 01209 711939. AKG. Atacama. Audioquest.
Audio Technica. Beyer, Chario, Denon, Goldring.
Harmon Kardon, Henley Designs, |BL. Klipsch,
Magnat, Micromega. Musical Technologz, NAD, Neat
Acoustics, Onkyo, Ortofon, Primere, Project. QED,
Quad, Revox, Rowland. SME, Sonic Link. Soundstyle.
TDL, TEAC. Thorens, Trichord Research. Service
and repair to most high end Hi-Fi and studio products,
ncluding open reel and multtrackers, modifications
including CD re-clocking and laser disc AC3. Valve,
transistor, analogue and digital specialists. PA and stu-
dio equipment suppled (new & used).

sYYU

MUSONIC UK LTD Specialist manufactures &
supplier of replacement & original styli for more thaw
40 years. Over 600 types stocked with many o8solete
- 778 versions available. Also pick - up cartridges.
record, tape, Cd accessories. Why not try us & hear
the difference!! Trade-Export enquiries welcome
TellFax/e-mail your requirements to - Unit 13, Wenta
Business Centre, Colne Way, Watford. Herts, WD2
4NL Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355  e-mail-
musonic@compuserve. com

TO ADVERTISE IN
MEET YOUR MAKER
CALL AMANDA
SWEENEY ON
0171 328 2213
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QED ONECT
DS E50

HIS is the cheapest of the three

this month at £50 and comes wvitk:
QED’s solid cable pedigree and a
striking purple PVC outer jacket. As the
middle man between Pioneer’s DVD-717
and MSB’s 24/96 Link DAC it showed
itself to be a smooth operator.
| A Turtle Records 24/9a recording of
i Prokofiev played by a xylophone quartet(!)

turned ou! to be a musical extravaganza.
' Although not the most neutral cable of the
trio, the DS is the warnest. The harmorics
| and resonance of the instruments remained

a well integrated part ot the recording,
rather than a bit of a nuisance.

The QED manages to ke the harsh-
ness out of cold digital recordings, such as

DG’s mid-eighties recording of Strauss’
Alpine Symphony with the Berlin
Philharmonic. This recording from the bad

|

old days of digital can often sound a httle
synthetic, but the QED snroothed over the

creases; violins were therefore smooth and
brass full-voiced rather than raspy.

A metre of this cable may not be to
everybody’s tasle, since the pure clarity to
be gained from the higher sampling rate
ol 24/96 receives a little more emphasis
with other digital cables. This aside, it
gives a musical performance which illu-
minates the notes rather than the equip-
ment - alwavs a bonus! It gives a smooth
and musical rendition of any type of
music you care to throw at it.

H-FI WORLD

| Simon Pope lends an ear to a trio

HIS new digital cable from the

Chord Co comes from the ‘thin

and bendy’ school of design and
features the usual Chord Co. terminations.
The silver arrows on the black PVC coat-
ing indicate that this is a directional cable,
so, arrows correctly positioned, | set to
work with xylophonic Prokofiev.

The Chord. Co obviously prefer a very
neutral sound. The clean sound of stick
on wood led to even and uncoloured
notes with a good sense of realism. This
cable is neither bright nor ridiculously
smooth, but simple and functional.

Like good hi-fi, a good cable should
relay music just as the recording intended.
The four xylophones sounded clearly lay-
ered and perfectly balanced. There was a
certain amount of brightness present, but
it didn’t mar the pertormance Montagues
and Capulets from Prokofiev's Romeo and
Juliet displayed a contident rhythmic
bounce as the xylophones clonked their
way through the lilting swing.

In the Alpine Symphony, the Prodac
made the violins and hass grate on the ear
a fraction, but nonetheless a full-blooded
sound was presented, with particular
emphasis on the vast dynamic range of
this recording. The Prodac shows itself to
be a very rhythmic and dynamic cable,
extracting every subtle nuance from the
music. My only small gripe is that it can
sometimes sound a bit ‘cold”.

TRIBUTARIES V1 SILVER
SERIES DIGITAL YELLOW E76

HESE, the mos! expensive cables

in this month’s selection, are

distributed by the De Regle
Group and are apparently very popular
within the American professional audio
scene. Cosmetically, the extra expenditure
buys vou heavy chunky terminals and
beefy triple-layered shield, amongst other
benefits. Again this cable is directional, as
the long arrows on the vellow jacket
indicate.

This cable has the ‘-mmediate sonic
stamp of ‘professional® about it. The
response is lightning fast, wilh just a
slight edge of brightness about it but this
isn’t intrusive - it merely pushes the
music forward in an exciting manner.
The xylophones sounded ’live’ and
vibrant, with no unnecessary lingering
around on the notes. So revealing is this
cable that you can hear the breathing of
at least one of the plavers!

W ih the Alpine Symphony, the
Tributaries managed to coax out the
excitement that lies beneath the glassy
sheen of the recording. Although
warmth was a bit lacking, it was no less
smooth than the QED cable. Just the
right amount of balance between refine-
ment and excitement makes this cable a
fine buy. A little expensive, perhaps, but
still a reasonable investment,
particularly with 24/96 recordings
and DACS.

.
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by Jon Clarke & Stuart Lenz

v

100 TOUGH T0 DIE
Ramones
Anthology: Hey Ho, Let's Go

Four scruffy juvenile delinquents from
Forest Hills, New York dressed in identik-
it ripped denims and leathers; deadpan
lyrics; lots of guitar (but no solos) and a
formula that stayed the same for over
twenty years. That is the Ramones, and in
their day it was a revolution that was to
forever change the landscape of music. It
was, if you like, the antidote to the over-
production and soft focus sentiment of
Fleetwood Mac. And it was beautiful.

Clo—c-k?ng in at no less than 58 tracks
this is the King Kong of greatest hits
albums, as well as a triumph for the basic
three chord sound. Listening to it is also
the nearest thing to getting a frontal
lobotomy. But that is, in part, the attrac-
tion of it.

There was never anything else like a
Ramones album. Their self-titled debut
laid down the law. Dee Dee plunking the
bass, Johnny slashing away on the guitar,
Tommy smashing up his drum kit and
Joey enunciating in a peculiarly expres-
sive Noo Yawk drawl! that could curdle
milk at twenty paces. Here was a world
of geeks, cretins, brat, punks called Judy,
runts called Jackie and songs like Now |
Wanna Go And Sniff Some Glue. There
was no politics as here, it was pure
destruction and negativity.

The grabby chants (Gabba Gabba
Hey! etc.), the geeky compassion and
glaring attitude came with an uncanny
ability to get the job done quickly. Most
songs were short, to the point, and the
I4-track weighed in at under 30 minutes.

The first four albums may have stayed

dexterity was beginning to show.
Standouts like Sheena Is A Punk Rocker,
Teenage Lobotomy and Cretin Hop may
have provided the Ramones with the
mandate to speak for the disaffected, but
they also began to appeal to a softer
audience with their penchant for sixties
surf and bubblegum styles. Sometimes
this worked (Rockaway Beach and Surfin”
Birdh) at other times such as with the
Searchers’s cover Needles And Pins or
Do You Remember Rock ‘N’ Roll Radio
from the End Of The Century album
(1980) it felt as though it really was the
end of the line.

But the fiery amateurism always man-
aged to keep them together, especially
through the late Eighties and Nineties. j
And they managed to keep it going until
1996 when they released a farewell
album, Adios Amigos.

Ultimately, boredom has to this day
never been celebrated so passionately,
nor lyrics so daftly. “Eating Chicken
Vindaloo, | Just Wanna Be With You ...
gel the picture?

0J MUGEES

GREASE

UL T W
JUXTAPOSE
Tricky
Juxtapose

He was the ‘Tricky Kid’ who streetwisely
stumbled his way through Massive
Attack’s seminal Blue Lines album at the
beginning of the decade. His solo debut
Maxinquaye in 1994 was equally influen-
tial, but a trio of muddled albums that fol-
lowed gradually dug him deeper and
deeper into a hole. It is fitting that as the

decade comes to a close the slumbering
genius should once again see light.

With Juxtapose, Tricky can rightly
reclaim his credibility. He was going
nowhere with the highly experimental Pre
Millennium Tension, Nearly God and
Angels With Dirty Faces albums of recent
years. What's more, failing to be under-
stood he grew increasingly angry and bit-
ter, fuelling a bizarre one-man battle with
any journalists who dared to publicly crit-
icise his material. Unsurprisingly this did-
n’t help to improve the music.

Something had to give and it is of note
that Bristolian Adrian Thaws chose to
cross the Atlantic to New York City - away
from the chaos of his domestic life and
deprived upbringing - to finally pull him-
self together.

With the help of a couple of old mates
and one or two new in the shape and
form of influential US rap linchpins D)
Muggs (of Cypress Hill fame) and DMX
producer Grease, he has put together
another intriguing release, almost up there
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with Maxinquaye.

From the slick streetwise beats of Bom
Bom Diggy, featuring the wicked open-
mic style rapping of former London Posse
homey Mad Dog (fact: his SE London col-
lective’s brilliant Gangster Chronicle is
one of the most underated rap albums of
all time), to the haunting Spaghetti
Western meander of Contradictive, and
the simplicity of the single For Real, there
are some big tunes here.

The sick, familiar asthmatic whines of
the Trickster are very much out in force,
particularly on the hypnotic She Said, and
the quite frankly unlistenable Hot Like a
Sauna. And the perverse mind, that
brought us references to unspeakable acts
on Maxinquaye, is also still apparent here,
with tracks such as the XXX hardcore rant
I Like Girls. Elsewhere there is the brilliant
Call Me, featuring the vocals of American
based vocalist Kioka Williams, and Wash
My Soul, a grungy and disturbingly mov-
ing track.

it's all falling into place for the

HI-Fl WORLD



by Jor Clarke & Stuart Lenz

Trickster once again. At last the paranoic
mess of his mind, no doubt fuelled by
years of smoking a particular brand of
exotic substance, seems to be clearing.
Pre Millennium Tension may yet become

Post Millennium Progress.

Chemical Brothers
Surrender

We could quite rightly expect something
special from the Kings of Spin. A couple oi
years on from the block rockin’ Dig Your
Own Hole, having humped the album
round the world on a couple of successful
tours, selling a bucket load of copies in the
process, one could rightly expect their
minds to be far from a follow up.

To a certain extent they were. So what

Pavement
Terror Twilight

Strange, lopsicled, freestyling music is
hack on the radio again. Yep, Pavement
are back with a fiith studio album, dis-
pelling all those rumours that the band
were finished.

HI-FI WORLD

did they do? They got their newly formed
band of celebrity mates to help out. Barney
Sumner from New Order, Noel Gallagher
and the Primals’ Bobby Gillespie among
others, all do their hit on Surrender to ease
that follow up pressure.

It all starts with the most shameful
Kraftwerk rip oif Music: Response, a beller,
which jingles along with those all too
familiar word processing bleeps.

lgnoring Under the Influence, a bang-
ing rave tune, ideal for a PCP-fuelled night
on the costas, but hardly sitting room
material, things then start to get interesting.

Orange Wedge is a filler, but Let
Forever Be is an altogether diiferent story.
Featuring the hest dance break for many
year, Noel Gallagher and the boys conjure
up a wicked rock-dance crossover num-
ber, which has already done the business
qute rightly in the world’s singles charts.

The rest of the album shuffles along
respectiully with nothing to really vrite
home about, but it’s all there musically
and is ultimately very listenable. It's not
the classic we might have hoped for, but
Surrender has a lot 1o be commended for.
It won't damage Tom and Ed’s credibility
one hit and, at the very least, there’s now
a few more tracks to hump around the
world.

in fact the US merchants of Fall-inspired
weird and wonderiutlness have been enjoy-
ing a lengthy stay in Blighty, and endearing
themselves to us quaint English folk, while
taking in the odd game of cricket or two.
This, their latest offering, Terror Twilight
was recorded with Radiohead supremo
Nigel Godrich, who was most recently
linked with Travis and Beck.

So we have a bag full of warmhearted
pop with songs like Spit On A Stranger
and Major League, alongside the curious
and more twisted Traffic/Black Sabbath
inspired, The IHexx. The single, Carrot
Rope, which is a song about the crack of
leather against willow, is as perfect a
Pavement track as you are likely to hear.

Yet again Pavement go on to prove
that where an odd little game is con-
cerned, it's still the bloody foreigners who
beat us.

L /Music reviews

Here are our Top Five
albums that we just can’t
stop listening to:

1 (1) TRAVIS: THE MAN WHO
Out of the debris of this truly unin-
spiring ‘year of pop’ comes at last
something of real substance.
Standing out like a beacon among
the numerous Boyzone's and
Shania Twain’s of the moment,
Travis are well deserving of their
place in the nominations for this
year’s Mercury Music Prize.

2 (2) RED HOT CHILI

PEPPERS: CALIFORNICATION
After a series of awkward detours -
1995's One Hot Minute album being
the most irritating - the Red Hot
Chili Peppers are thankfully back to
making damn fine songs, in their
funky jam signature way.
Adolescence is a hard thing to
shake off at the best of times, but
the Chillies, long known as the voice
of misspent American youth, are cer-
tainly trying. And everything seems
to be working...

3 (NEW) CHEMICAL BROTHERS
SURRENDER

Two years ago they damn nearly
blew away dance music with their
block rockin’ second LP Dig Your
Own Hole. They are back with their
3rd album with some help from their
celebrity friends. The album shuffles
along respectfully with nothing to
really write home about, but it's all
there musically and is ultimately very
listenable.

4 (3) BLUR: 713
A good deal of 13 is hit and miss, but
there is much to suggest that Blur will
yet, like Radiohead, carry on produc-
ing important music well into the mil-
lennium. And who knows, there might
be a happy ending: the tabloids are
already reporting a baby on the way
for Damon and his new flame.

5 (5) KULA SHAKER: PEASANTS,
PIGS AND ASTRONAUTS

Peasants, Pigs And Astronauts very
much keeps the faith and should
please all those die-hard Kula fans
out tnere. Spiritual and hypnotic,
with an eclectic range of Orientai
instrumentation, it has genuine pas-
sion in its grooves and offers one of
the best returns to Sixties style for a
long while. Whether it will win any
plaudits for originality is debatable.
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Gustav Mahler
Symphony No.4
RPO, Gatti/Ziesak

Danielle Gatti has recently been involved
with the RPO’s Mahler: The Spectacle
series at the Royal Albert Hall (good con-
certs, ghastly title!) and showed himself to
be a more than competent conductor of
this composer. Along with Abbado and
Chailly, he seems to be the latest Italian to
breathe new life into this wonderful music,
albeit wonderful music which has been
recorded and played to death over the past
twenty years. Admittedly the artists con-
cerned are crowd pullers, but recordings
and concerts are no longer the ‘event’ that
they used to be. In these circumstances
you may well think another Mahler record-
ing is as necessary as another World War,
but | think this one can be justified!

After the enormous scale of the first
three symphonies, culminating in the mas-
sive six-movement work that clocks in at
just about 100 minutes, Mahler composed
his next pieces in a slightly more conserva-
tive style. Nonetheless there are strong the-
matic links (both musical and literary)
between the third and fourth symphonies
which progress the Wunderhorn theme
started in the second.

Gatti brings out the relative simplicity
and purity of this traditional four move-
ment symphony. The playing of the RPO is
refined and remarkably light, a highlight
being the beautiful Ruhevoll that consti-
tutes the third movement. Whereas some
conductors can drag this into the
‘schmaltz’ camp, Gatti produces some sub-
limely simple and controlled playing from
his orchestra.

by Stephen Priest & Frank Blake

The last movement setting of Das
Himlische Leben from the Wunderhorn
poems is sung by German soprano Ruth
Ziesak. This tale of a child’s vision of heav-
en calls for a light voice and Ziesak fits the
bill in a manner which is both touching
and profound.

This is not perhaps the greatest record-
ing available, but it has strong merit - it’s
good to see what is regarded by some as
an ‘also-ran’ London orchestra delivering
such quality goods on the world stage. SP

GLAZUNOV

SYMPHONY NO. 4
SYMPHONY NO. 5

;gs

Russian State Symphony Orchestra

VALERI POLYANSKY
Glazunov

Symphonies 4 & 5

Russian State Symphony
Orchestra

Valeri Polyansky

CHANDOS CHAN 9739

Alexander Glazunov (1865-1936) is a little
hard to place in the pantheon of com-
posers. Had he been of any other nationali-
ty, his late-Romantic lushness would have
earned him a high place, once his
inevitable decline and fall was over and
done with. Unhappily, there seems to be a
further qualification expected of a Russian
composer: how Russian is he? Ever since
the creation of the nationalist notion of
music, spurred in Russia by the efforts of
the Mighty Handful, composers culturally
outside the Franco-Germanic school have
flirted with more or less success with this
not-so-hidden agenda. This leads at the
very least to some unexpected contentions:
Dvorak claimed, for example, that all the
‘American’ influences detected in his work
were in fact drawn from Bohemian folk
music - the New World connotations being

PAGE 74 1 NOVEMBER 1999

purely in the ears of his (American) listen-
ers.

From beginnings heavily influenced by
the nationalist Five, Glazunov’'s style devel-
oped in the direction of the more interna-
tional Tchaikovsky manner. By the 1890s,
when these symphonies were written, the
composer had arrived at a composite style
which, as remarked, makes him very diffi-
cult to place.

Chandos’ issue of the Fourth and Fifth
Symphonies, played by the Russian State
Symphony Orchestra, does little to help us
out of the quandary. On the one hand, the
opening andante of the Forth admirably
demonstrates Glazunov’s sheer compe-
tence. On the other hand, the leisurely, pas-
toral theme is inclined to raise disturbing
images, even as it ravishes. There is a sense
of ‘giving the least offence to the smallest
number’ about this. The following scherzo,
while spirited, shews sign of the bad habit
(not limited to Russian composers I'm sorry
to say) of sounding too much like a sleigh-
ride, complete with bells, for any sense of
emotional involvement,

Glazunov's Fifth, written only two years
later, shows less inclination to take the
comfortable way out. It is not to be expect-
ed that such a well-schooled composer
will startle us by way of unexpected disso-
nances, however true tensions are followed
by appropriate releases in a much more
satisfying manner,

As regards his use of the orchestra,
Glazunov is sometimes in danger, like his
friend Tchaikovsky, of putting too much
flesh on the bones, but here his aforemen-
tioned technical competence stands him in
good stead. The composer uses the sym-
phony orchestra as an instrument capable
of immense grandeur, and why not? - it
seems senseless to pay scores of musicians
to sound like a chamber consort!

These performances by the RSSO under
Valeri Polyansky ‘come off the paper’ in a
manner which their originator would have
understood and appreciated. Glazunov
may have never challenged the world’s
conceptions of musical language, but this
CD shows admirably what can be
achieved by swimming in the mainstream,
with an assured stroke and an unsinkable
technique. FB
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Christian Garrick
Different Strokes
(AUDIO-B ABCD 10)

Name three living jazz violinists without
repetition, deviation or hesitation etc. If
you can, don’t write to me complaining
about the lack of respect accorded this
most respectable and yet expressive of
instruments. Complain to the gods of pop-
ularity instead, or blame weepy Country
fiddle players and cheesy Hungarian trios
in restaurants.

Buckinghamshire-bred Christian
Garrick has been playing jazz for 22
years. He's 27 now, and he hasn’t wasted
the head start. Listen to him chase a very
post-modern Asian dragon around his
own Shankra composition, tame the fire-
works and tapdance with David Gordon’s
piano leads on Bill Evan’s Very Early,
where he leavens the master’s after-mid-
night mellow mood with somehow ele-
gant slides through dissonance to the
heart of the melody, then hear him plug in
and play like Ponty on the very next
track, and you’ll see what | mean.

Supported here by established worthies
like John Etheridge on guitar and John
Dankworth on clarinet plus his own gen-
eration’s Tom Hooper on drums, bassist
Jeremy Brown and guitarist Dave Kelbie,
Garrick seems ready for anything and
afraid of no-one. He'll touchdown briefly
on regular jazz-violin runways then leap
into chamber music in a fairground hall of
mirrors, or sound like the Hot Club heroes
tucked up in a Bentley heading for the
Cote D'Azur with Cole Porter on their
tail. Already a prize winner at this year’s

Telecom Jazz Poll, there’s talk of much
more to come.
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Airto Moreira

Essential - The Very Best of Airto
Moreira

(NASCENT NSCD 051)

When there’s so much unforgettable
music behind the CV, a selective compila-
tion is a blessing without disguise, and in
this case a labour of love and sweat - and
sore feet sometimes - as well. The British
Jazzdance scene has worked through a lot
of heroes - often just for one track - but
there are eleven club favourites here
inspired by one man, representing just a
fraction of his stylistic breadth. They com-
bine to make a fine evocation of
Jazzdance’s eccentric fusion of dippy,
ethereal drughaze samba, driving emsem-
ble improvisation and steroidally-tempoed
breaks.

The village kid from Brazil who just
had to sing and drum grew good enough
to join Miles and Cannonball and
Zawinul exploring Latin ways, and that
level of quality is her for the asking; all
the way from from Airto with the
Quarteto Novo in 1967 unveiling
Misturada to the world, to the definitive
mid-seventies Pop-Fusion of San
Franciscan River and Casa Forte with
Flora Purim, or the later Nick Drake-mak-
ing-mouth music-with-Gilberto Gil Latin
Folk-Rock of Musikana.

If you believe jazz has always found
its routes in physicality as well as intel-
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lect, this is for you too, even if you don’t

know one silver-tongued latin percussion
legend from another. If you’ve ever won-
dered where Smoke City, Jamiroquai and
Mick Hucknall get their more Latin licks

from, start searching here.

Rodney Jones
The Undiscovered Few
(BLUE NOTE 496 9022)

If you were lucky enough to catch stun-
ning violinist Regina Carter at her recent
shows at Ronnie Scott’s, you might also
have been bowled over by her guitarist.
Over the last few years you might also
have noticed him playing with Maceo
Parker, Lena Horne, Madonna, the Ohio
Players, Greg Osby and plenty more.
Now it’s time for the Jones light to shine
on its own.

Sitting somewhere between Wes
Montgomery at his most upbeat, Steely
Dan at their most sophisticated and Pat
Metheny at his most succinct, Jones’
debut for Blue Note is a delight from start
to finish. This is music to drive faster to,
or, contrarily, relax more profoundly to -
and signals the rising of a new star. It’s
never easy to sound original, or to breathe
fresh life into old wine like My Favourite
Things, but the core band here - Lonnie
Plaxico on bass, Eric Harland on drums
and Shedrick Mitchell on piano - supply a
muscular, intelligent foundation for the
soloists to sparkle. From Jesse Levy’s
‘cello to Earl Gardner’s trumpet and
Carter’s violin, they do.

Simply delightful.
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15 BANGING HOUSE TRACKS/IN THE MIX leat
e

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
Peak!

CHOICE PRODUCTIONS
CHOICE006CD

The promise of fifteen 'banging house
tracks in the mix’ is the kind of vague
strapline that sometimes spells trouble.
More often than not it's stamped on the
cover of dance compilations to detract
from the lack of mix-master D] or to cover
up for a desperate lack of originality or
talent. In this case however, it’s a rather
apt description as the CD does indeed
sport 15 tracks, all of which are rather
banging.

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels are Matt
Frost and Dan Berwick, and never has
there been a cheekier duo in music-land.
Despite having all sorts of credible work
in their portfolio the DRS have never been
able to keep away from slightly tacky
remixes of dance music from the poppier
end of the scale. Following Lisa
Stansfield’s People Hold On they eventu-
ally reached their career peak with the
classic Barbie Girl from Aqua. It's this
tongue in cheek attitude to tunes that real-
ly comes across on Peak, there’s plenty of
scope for that lesser-known but uniquely
catchy breed of record

Artists such as Jon the Dentist, Tony
de Vit and Liquid provide the down-to-
Earth, meaty yet boppy house tracks
which will definitely aopeal to most,
although the selected tunes are yet to be
championed on the UKs dancefloors.
Their fult-on energetic house style cata-
pults Peak in an uncompromising fashion
from start to end. Yet in the gaps are
cheekier, (and more established) tracks
such as Termination Source’s Poing 981
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and Chopper’s 7 Hours in A Bathroom
which convey the more humorous take on
a good house tune and are definitely not
to be missed.

Moby

Play

MUTE RECORDS
CDSTUMMI72

Since the Rave classic and Twin Peaks-
sampling Go Moby has destroyed the
boundaries of dance-music delving into
the wildest array of influences and styles.
Highlights of his career must include the
excellent first album Everything is Wrong’
which featured floaty chords, glorious
vocals and emotive sound-scapes over
manic beats.

Inspired by and sampling the late Alan
Lomax who compiled a huge catalogue of
indigenous ‘field’ recordings at the turn of
the century, Play plucks the world’s most
obscure musical starting-point and makes
it magical - there aretoo many brilliant
tracks to mention, every one beautifully
crafted and instantly hummable. Don't be
put off by the abstract opening tracks, by
the third, Why does my heart feel so bad’,
the mood of Play is irresistible,

Not only does Moby draw from every
influence under the sun but he composes,
writes and performs every instrument on
every song. Play is a great portfolio of a
mature Moby sound, from the guitar-ele-
ments of the recent I like to Score, to the
heart-stopping emotion of Everything is
Wrong.

It's Moby’s puritanical nature and spiri-
tual beliefs that make him the profound
expressionist he is today, but it is
undoubtedly his inimitable musical talent

L music reviews

that makes him worth listening to - what-
ever mood he’s in. Dance music with pas-
sion, a masterpiece.

Leftfield

Rhythm and Stealth

HARD HANDS / HIGHER GROUND
HANDCD4P

It would be fair to say that Leftfield’s
Leftism album changed the face of British
dance music. Half a million copies sold in
the UK alone, Leftism redrew the borders
of dance music, pioneered a radical
hybrid of dub and house breaks and threw
together guest vocalists from other musi-
cal worlds (goth torch singer Toni
Halliday, reggae toaster Earl Sixteen) over
rhythms borrowed from dub, reggae and
African music.

Four years later, Paul Daley and Neil
Barnes return with one of the most long
awaited and eagerly anticipated albums of
the year. Daley blames the delay finishing
this album on the success of the first - one
fan reportedly crashed his car when lis-
tening to Leftism 'when the bass kicked
in’.

Not that any of the destructive vibes
have really rubbed off, Rhythm and
Stealth is tailored and minimal yet ruth-
less. Hear rising London rapper Roots
Manuva freestyle over the sci-fi hip-hop of
Dusted and let the bass blast hard. Try the
anthemic strains of Phat Planet via the
chilling electro grooves of the menacing
Afrikia Shox (featuring Afrika Bambaataa)
and of course the emotional Rino’s Prayer.
Upfront and in-your-face, even the haunt-
ing depths of Leftism throw-back Swords
takes Leftfield’s vision to a fresh and
uncompromising level.
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1‘0 MPANY PETERBOROUGH The region’s
f enthusiast hi-fi. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W. Cyrus,
nwood, Krell. Marantz, Marun Logan, M&K.
D.NAIM, Poneer, Quad. REL. Rotel.Yamaha
cllent hi-fi and AV demonstration facilities.
elcomeA Huge selection of top quality, carefully
’P telephone for mailing list. 35-42 COWGATE,

hone: {01733) 341755 Fax:{01733) 358141,

Mission, P

CHESHIRE

M

/ ‘Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH Tel: 01244
227. All thats best in hi-Fi from Epos. KEF, Teac, Royd, Linn

ega, Naim, . Audiolab. Ruark, Rotel and many more. Mulu
m systeqﬁ frm Linn Kneke. Superb demonstration facilities,
e den trattons and installation a pleasure We offer the

. the best service and the best sounds. Open

. evenings by appomntment.

OUSTICA |

ATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham, North
01978 364500. Audio Visual Specialists. Arcam,Audio
ogue, Bose, B&W, Celestion, Castle. Denon, Harmon Kardon,
. Marantz, Michell. Mission, Onkyo. Pro-Ject. Musical Fidelity.
D. Micromega. Myrad, QUAD. Radford, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy,
OL. Teac, Thorens. UKD, Unison Research, Yamaha, DSP Ciub
ember, Demo Room, installation service. Easy Parking and
otorway access. All major credit cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30
dayly. Closed Weds pm.

W
T _ AuDIO Dukinfield. Cheshire.
%0161 3047494, Mobile: 07801 498934. We have the time,
p“ce we have the desire, and we have the prod-
ou reach your mustcal goals. featuring:Adyton. Altis,
J\ Analogue Puccini, Audiomeca. Audio
tor, Base, B.C.D., Chord, Diapason, Graaf, Insert
a, Meracus Monrio, Neat. PA.D., Siemel Silver
ﬂ Uﬂue. System Audio, Triangle UKD Opera,
amura-Churchill, YBA. And much more
. specialising in home demo’s. Please phone for
ation or friendly chat. All usual facilities. Input for the

I)i‘HI Fl Kingsway Studios, Kingsway North,

INU Tel 01925 828009 Fax 01925 825773.

ombard Tnaty. 2 dem rooms, home trial;

e:Arcam.Tag McLaren, AVI, B&W, Castle, Caspian,

Chord Electronics. Exposure. Harbeth, Heybrook. Krell, LFD,

Michell. Meridian, Musical Fidelity. Monitor Audio, Naim, Nautilus

800 series. Pink Triangle, ProAc, Roksan, SME, Wilson Benesch,
XTC and many more.

real-

ent (day or

g. home demon-

nd superb ser

Basis. REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS Tel Fax Chester (01244)

luse.  401290. Cheshire's alternative hi-fi specialists. Honest advice and

ire,  personal service. We can demonstrate Alchemist. AVI, Henly,

e call.  Heybrook, LFD. Michell, Moth. Musical Fidelity, NAD, Neat, Origin

Live. Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Royd, Sonneteer, Totem, Trichord.

Demonstrations by appointment in Chester or in your own

home Delivery & installavon available. Mastercard, Visa, Switch,

Delta

PRACTICAL HI-FI 88 Bridge Street. Warrington, WA 2RF.
Tel:- 01925 632179. See our main entry under Preston, Lancs.

DIO INSIGHT 7 Granville Square,
K15 9)L.Tel. (01908) 604949. Audiophile
ipecialists. All major brands stocked from

Digital Home Theatre dealer. Custom

‘oom installation. 4 dem rooms and

Ds, LPs and LasesDiscs to buy. Open

SWIFT HI-Fl St Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 01625 526213. Aura,
B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz. Nad, Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek,
Tannoy, Revolver, |.PW., M. Short, Mission, Celestion. Technics,
Audiolab, Castle. Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No pressure, BADA
member,
Bucks
ustic CORNWALL

W,

R, SOUNDS PERFECTION ‘Cornwalls most exclusive Audio
retarier’. Agencies include: Alchemist. Audio Analogue,
dio Note, Audio Spectrum, Border Patrol, Boston,
ectrocompaniet, Elemental Audio, Henley. JM Labs,
Michell, Monitor Audio. Musical Fidelity, Ortofon,
Parasound, Sonic Frontiers, Primare, Project. Nordost,
Philoshophy. REL, Tsunami, S.M.E., Sudgen, Stands
Unique, Teac, Vienna Acoustics, Triangle, Trichords, Tara
Labs, Sonic Link. Home Demonstrauons by Appointment.
Tel/Fax. 01326 221372 Mobile 0468 754353, E-mail. soundsper-
ection@mailcity.com

dio, Moth, Musical Technology,
Proac, Rega. Rel, Rose. Rotel.
a rontcs, Thorens. Triangle, Tube
A mnge of quality pre-used equipment. Export
- The ulumate Hi-Fi Specialist experience... a
all away.

AL A DEALER

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

THE AUDIO
68305 'Fo
inment’.

diolab

gria Road, Cambridge
Fi and Homg
dem with

CUMBRIA

OUND & VISION Viaduct House, Victoria Viaduct,
 BAN.Tel (01228) 22620. Exposure. Heybrook.Aura.
B & W, Castle, NAD. Quad, Rotel, Sony, Sugden,
uite. No appts nec. Home trial facilities. Free
JDepartment Mon - Sat. 9 - 5.30

rld Radio Histo!

'O DIAL A DEALER
ensive directory of Hi-Fi
out the UK and Ireland.
&lers refer to our County
r your requirements

PRACTICAL HI-Fl 106 English Street. Carlisle, CA3 8ND Tel:-
01228 44792 See our main entry under Lancaster.

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road. Poole. Parkstone,
Dorset BHI4 0AQ. Tel: (01202) 730865 Arcam, Audiolab, B&WY,
Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF. Marantz. Meridian, Michell, Micromega,
Pioneer, Ruark. Shearne Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the avail-
able chorce and decide at your leisure - no pressure, no obliga-
ton. Qur staff enjoy mustc, with our choice of products. you can
too! Service Department. Free installai:on, Home trial facilites.
Access. Visa, Amex. Diners Card. Credit facilives available. Open
Mon-Fri 10-6. Sat 9-6

MOVEMENT AUDIO 336 Wimborne Road. Winton,
Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 2HH. Tel: (01202) 5299881520066
Arcam, B&W. Denon, KEF. Marantz. Meridian, Mission, Pioneer,
Sony. Yamaha.  Full dem facrtlites available. also home dem.
Friendly expert advice. Service Department. Free installation.
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Open Mon-Fri 9-5.30

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home Cinema Specialists.
Main agents for Bang & Olufsen. Harman Kardon, JBL. REL.
Mordaunt Short, Sony.Technics and TDL Demonstration facilivies
include our umique Dolby pro-logic system comparator for the
ultimate way to choose the perfect system. Also on demonstra-
tion large screen televisions from Thomson. sony and Ferguson
with video projectors from Sharp and Seleco. Dawsons, 23
Seamoor Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth 01202 764965

SUTTONS HI-FI I8 Westover Road, Bournemouth, Dorset.
Tel: 01202 555512. You will find the very latest n superb Hi-Fi
facilives with stocks to include: Arcam, Cabletalk, Celestion,
Denon, DTS, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, QED,
Rotel. Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation, Tag McLaren, Target.
Teac. Technics.  Yamaha. and many more. If you're serious about
Hi-Fi you've probably heard of all these brands and probably
heard of Suttons too! We've been around for over 45 years.
Please call for expert knowledge and friendly advice.

WEYMOUTH HI-FI 33-35 Maiden Street. Weymouth, Dorset
DT4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729. Arcam. Aura, B&W. Denon,
Kenwood, Marantz. Micromega, Musical Fidehty. Panasonic, Quad,
Sony. Technica, Yamaha. Dem room. Friendly professional advice.
Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area Service Department,
Free installation. Home trial facilivies. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch,
Delta Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-
Fri 9.30-5.30 Sat - 9.30-5.30

ESSEx

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION 33 Sir lsaac’s Walk,
Colchester. (01206) 577682. Alchemist. Arcam, B&W. Boston
Acoustics, Castle, Denon. Harman Kardon, KEF. Linn, Loewe
Opta. Meridian, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Philips, Pioneer, Project,
Rotel, Sennheiser. Superb demo rooms, free regional delivery
and installation. Regular musical and surround evenings, home
demonstrations. Excellent credit faciliies.

GLOUCESTERSIMIRE

THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH
For specialist advice and home demonstrations. See Bristol &
Bath,

HAMPSHIRE

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD. 2-12 Hursley Road. Chandlers
Ford. Hants, SO53 2FU. Tel Southampton (01703)
252827/265232. 3 Hi-Fi and 2 Home Cinema/Dolby Surround
Sound Demonstration Rooms, one with Projection TV and an 8'
wide screen. Brands stocked include ARCAM ({incl. Xeta).
Audiolab, Audioquest, Celestion. Cyrus, Denon. Gradient, Infinity,
KEF. Marantz. Meridian, Mission, Polk, Quad. Rotel, Seleco,
Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target Audio, Thorens, & Yamaha,
Estabhished 1969, we offer a 2-year Guarantee covered by our
own well-equipped Service Dept.We have a large FREE car park-
ing facility and we are located within 3 miles from Junction 14
(M3/M27 Interchange) and Junctions 13 (M3) and 5 (M27). Closed
Mondays, except in December. Late Night: Thurs to 8pm. BADA
Founder Member. All deposits fully covered by BADA Bonding.

NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Arundel Street, Portsmouth Tel:
(01705) 811230 Proneer, Yamaha, Marantz. Kenwwod. Mission,
TOL. REL, Attacama and much more. Laserdis¢ and AC3 special-
ists. Accessory center at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. Tel:
(01705) 811618
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SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326 Portswood Road,
Southampton, Hampshire. Tel: 01703 559312. Hand made
Loudspeaker Systems! Tailored to your individual tastes. Many
real wood veneers. Any colour finish available. UK. suppliers of
Driver Units for: SEAS, VOLT, MOREL, VISATION, RCL, SCAN-
SPEAK & MORE. Home builder kits always on demo. High quali-
ty accessories/components, comfortable listening area, ample
free parking. friendly advice.

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford, HR4 0DG.
(01432) 35508f. Arcam, AT.C.. B&W. Castle, Cyrus Centre,
Denon, Dynaudio. Heybrook, KEF, Magnat. Marantz. Mission,
Musical Fidelity, Naim, ProAc, Pink Triangle. Pioneer, Project. REL,
Rotel, Ruark, John Shearne, Stax, System Audio, Tag McLaren, Teac,
Wadia, and Yamaha. Single speaker dem room, home trial facilities,
free installation, service dept, Access Visa, Credit arranged. Open
Mon-Sat. 9.30-5.30pm .BADA members.

HERTFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD {01 ST.Albans Road, Watford. Herts.
Tel: (01923) 245250. Fax: (01923 230798. Audio Research, B&W,
Boston, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Copland. Denon, Densen, DPA,
Jadis, KEF. Krell, Marantz. Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, Rel.
Roksan, Ruark. SME, Sonus, Faber. Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio. Credit available.
100 yards from Watford junction station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30
(Thursday open by appointment until 8pm).

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street. Bishops Stortford,
Herts. Tel. (01279) 506576. Please see main ad under
Cambridgeshire.

AUDIO FILE OBJECTIVE 37 Tower Centre,
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, ENI0 8UD. Tel: 01992
478666 Fax 01992 44043 1. Selected British and special-
ist brands. New, Ex-dem, and S/H. Mail order Hi-Fi
Purchased. Free Parking.

DARBY’s OF ST. ALBANS. 6 Market Place, St Albans, Herts.
Tel: (01727) 851596, Hertfordshire's premier Hi-Fi/Audio Visual
specialists established 1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration
suite. Whether your needs are large or small, we stock it all;
Arcam,Yamaha, Quad. Denon, Sony. Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer, REL.
KEF, Mission, Ruark. Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free plan-
ning service. Free Delivery and basic installation. Full workshop
facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

KENT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-Fl 40 High Street. Ashford.
Seeking music lovers, male or female. any age. to share common
interest in musical Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room of Home
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual setting, your
place or ours, we guarantee lasting pleasure. Open Mon-Sat.
Appointment Service or just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441

DOVER HI-FI 43 High Sweet, Dover. Tel: 01304 207562.
Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment including: Arcam, Akai, B&W,
Denon. Jamo. Mordaunt Short, NAD., Panasonic. ProAc, Quad.
Rotel, Ruarc, TDL, Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange. Listening
room. Service and repairs. Credit facilities. Access/Visa. Open 6
days 9-5.30.

THE LINN STUDIO Sondek LPI2" knekt" Karik™ Kairn*
Klout™ Kremlin® Keltk® Kaber Keiledh® Numerik™ Tukan®
Wakonda® Majik® Mimik LK 100" Ekos™ Kudos® Arkiv" Brilliant*
Lingo" Valhalla® Sekrit” Aktiv'..Dream systems for everyone
from £2,000 to £30,000+.A new dealership from a specialist fam-
ily business. established in 1948, Outstanding service and facilities.
Multi-room specialist. 123 Snargate Street. Dover, Kent. CT|7
9AP.Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 240135.

KIMBERLEY HI-FI 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent.Tel. 0181
304 3272. Sep dem rooms, Denon, Technics, Kenwood, Aiw, NAD,
Dual, Wharfedale. Mission, Marantz. Tannoy, Castle, Monitor
Audio, Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega and many more.

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2, Maryland Ct. Rainham, Kent, ME8
8QY. Tel. 01634 389004. Agencies include: Audio Innovations,
Audion, Audionote. Audio Mecca, Audio Systems, Audio Static,
Audio Technica, Chord Amps. Cogan Hali. Conrad Johnson,
Convergent, Denson, Goldring, Impulse, Koetsu, Levinson, LFD,
Lyra. Moth, Nordost. Origin Live., Pink Triangle, Proac, SD
Acoustics, Silversounds, SME. Sugden. Sumiko. Systemdek, Snell,
Target. TDL. Transfiguration, Townshend. Tube Technology, Unison
Research, UKD, ,Voyd VP!, etc. Dems by appointment,

LANCASHIRE

CLEARTONE 235 Blackburn Road (/2 mile from city center
on the A 666 Blackburn Road) Bolton, Lancs BL I 8HBTel: (01204)
531423. Bolton’s biggest Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & all
the best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W., Bose. Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity,
JBL, JVC, KEF. Kenwood, Marantz. Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony. Tannoy, T DL. Technics,
Toshiba.Yamaha. 2 dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 A/V Demo
rooms, no appointments necessary. Service department. free
installation, home trial facilities, free parking, Access, Visa, Amex,
Diners. Interest free credit. Open Mon-Wed 10.00-6.00. Thurs-Fri
10.00-7.00. Sat 9.00-6.00. Sun 11.00-5.00

MARTON MUSIC 5 Masterson Ave. Read, Burniey, BBI2 7PL.
for audition of the best stereo and surround sound equipment
from BRYSTON (20 yr guar.), MYRYAD, PMC, RUARK YAMAHA,
and the latest WILMSLOW-HART electronics. in a comfortable
demonstration room through commercial and custom-built
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speakers including Transmission Line, Open Baffle and
designs. Home demos encouraged for complete satis \
Also main agent for Liberty Audiosuite loudspeaker/a
surement system, ETF4.0 room measurement sy:

LspCAD room/box design/crossover package, Call Tony d

anytime for an appointment. a chat or free advice on 01282
773198 (fax 776413), or e-mail 106505.251 @ compuserveg'm.

ORPHEUS AUDIO Tel: 01257 473175 See our main entry
under Greater Manchester. e
PRACTICAL HI-Fl 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:- 01772 883958.
The audio visual specialist. expert advice, instant demonstrations.
best prices, instant free credit. part exchange welcome. Extended
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Castle, Teac, NAD, Lexicon, Arcam,
Kenwood, Denon. Sony. Technics. Onkyo. Marantz. Pioneer,
Mission, Kef, Celestion, B&W.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 84 Penny Street, Lancaster, LA| XN Tel:-
01524 39657 - See our main entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 33/35 Knowsley Street, Bolton. Lancs Tel:-
01204 395789 - See our main entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-F} 81 Whitegate Drive. Blackpool, FY3 9DA
Tel:- 01253 300599. See our main entry under Lancaster.

ROMERS HI-Fl, 94-96 High Street, Rishton, BBI 4LQ Suppliers
of quality hi-fi equipment including: Linn, Arcam, Cyrus, Quad,
Yamaha, Mission, Ruark, Sony, Monitor Audio. NAD, Onky, Bose,
Castle, Nordost. Straightwire, Panasonic, Pioneer. Loewe, TDL.
JVC, Target. Stands Unique. Specialists in multiroom installations.
Access\VisalSwitch. Credit facilities. Open 9.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat
{5.00pm VWed & Sat).Tel: 01254 887799 Fax: 01254 876866

LEICESTERSHIRE

ZOUCH AUDIO Suppliers of quality Hi-Fi. Apollo, Audio
Analogue, AVI, Bow Technologies. C.A.T.Celestion. Chord
Etectronics, Creek, D.C.S.. Dynalab. Graham, John Shearn, LA.T.
Lumley, MIT, Magnum. Munrio, Musical Fidelity, Musical
Technology, Neat, Opera. Orchid, Orelle, Sirius, Stands Unique,
Sumiko, Teac, Tice, Townshend, Transfiguration, Unison Research,
Wilson Benesch, X.T.C. Open 10.00-5.30. Closed Monday. Zouch
Audio, The Old Coach House, off South Street. Ashby De La
Zouch, LE6S IAN. For further information call Michael on 01530
414128 or 0976 571875

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street. Leicester, LEI SAW. Tel: (0116)
2623754. Email: shop@cymbiosis.com. Arcam, Acoustic Energy,
Cable Talk, Castle, Chario, Chord Company, Cura, Denon, Linn
Hi-Fi, Linn Kneke. Loewe Televisions, Lutron Lighting, Musical
Technology, Naim, Nordost, Projeke Furniture, Rega, Revox, Rotel,
System Audio, Tag McLaren, and Wadia. Multi room design &
Installation Service. 4 listening lounges. Installation Service,
Finance Available. Open 10-5.30 Monday to Saturday.

LEICESTER HI-FI 6 Silver Walk, St Martins Square,
Leicester LEI SEW. Tel: (01 16) 2539753. Fax: (0116) 2626097.
Arcam, B&W Nautilus, Mission, Cyrus, Marantz. Pioneer, Quad,
Tannoy. Copland, Pink Projects. Michelf, Technics, Rotel, Rogers,
Yamaha, Acoustic Energy, Chord Electronics, Teac. Milier &
Kreisel, DPA., Talk Electronics. Greig Loudspeakers. ET.C. 4
Listening areas over 3 floors. We can demonstrate, deliver and
nstall, Including A.V. and Multiroom. Credit Facilities. All cards
taken, open 6 days 9.30-5.30.

STEREO SHACK 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. Tel: (0116)
2530330. Fax: (0116) 2626097. Yamaha, Kenwood. NAD, Mission,
Teac, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega, Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, JBL. Rotel,
Celestion, Jamo & many more. We are AV, specialists, 2 dem
rooms. We can demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit facilities
and all cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

LONDON

AUDIOJOY LIMITED For equipment that sounds natural
and musical, ring for friendly advice, and demos. Lavardin.
professional Monitor Co., Graham, Transfiguration, Trichord,
Clearaudio, Hovland, Michell, Bryston, Gryphon. 7 Days, |0am
tll 10pm. Telephone 0181 363 4963. Mobile 0966 231557.
E-Mail@audiojoy.demon.co.uk  www.audiojoy.demon.co.uk

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE 158
Uxbridge Road.West Ealing, London, W13 85BTel. 0181 579 6315
Akai, Aiwa, A&R, Celestion. Dual, Goodmans, Harman Kardon,
JBL. JVC, Kenwood, Marantz. Panasonic. Sennheiser. Sony, ES
range.Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and many more. Auth.
Service Dept. Credit Facilities, Open 10.30 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High Road, Lewisham,
London SEI3 SPL.Tel: 0181 318 5755/0181 852 1321. Arcam,
Denon, Marantz, Linn, Mission, Naim, Tag McLaren, Pioneer-DVD.
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style histening lounges. Appts required, ser-
vice dept, home trial facilites. Interest free credit, Access, Visa,
Amex cards accepted. Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed
Thursday.

CHOICE HI-FI Tel. 0181 392 1959. Specialist dealers in high
end quality second-hand equipment. All main brands in stock
including Krell, Audio Research, Wadia, Mark Levinson, Sonus
Faber, Linn, Naim, SME & many more. Generous price given on
trade-in. Part exchange welcome. Also dealers for Trichord, SME,
Gamma, Trilogy, Lumley, Boulder & many more.

INFIDELITY 9 High Street. Hampton Wick, Kingston-upon-
Thames. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. for full details see entry under
SURREY

-
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Mon-

~Denon, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Mich

free installation.

K ] WEST ONE 26 New Cavendish St,
0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487 3452.Twg
ema dem studios. Appts pref. Home tri
ment. Service dept. Major credit can
selected items. Major brands sto
Audion, Audiolab. Audio Re

Copeland, DPA, Epos,Graafyl
Marantz, Martin Logan
Musical Fidelity, Nitt
Sonus Faber, Stax,
Benesch. Open 6 days.

THE LISTENING ROOMS 161 Old Brompton Ro
SW5 OLJ. (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax (0171} 370 0192. Li
Meridian, Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Acoustic Energ
Audio Research, Krell, Wadia. Theta, Apogee, Marti
Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stax, Pink Triangle, Michel
Audio, Yamaha, Marantz, KEF. Bose, Celestion, Epo
Denon, Neat Petite, Mon-Sat 10-6pm.

ORANGES AND LEMONS 61-63 Webbs
swl |.Tel: 0171 924 2040. Juicy fruit from Long
/ Home Cinema retailer, now in our se
demonstrations, or just pop in.All the usf
cient service, free home installag
finance available (subje
Arcam, Cable Talk, Casd
Kef, Marantz, Micromegs
Roksan, Rotel. Royd, Ru
and more. g

THOMAS HE
London, W2 4AH"
info@thomasheinitz.co
Established in 1956 Tho
the best music and visual
the highest standard of ser
If you require multiroom, A
system then we can supply
exact requirements. For mo
Alester.

TIME & TUNE For TV, vide
dealers of: Aiwa. Bose, Hi
Mitsubishi, Nad. Panasonic, Pign
more come and see us at Ti
London, E! IBJ. Or call 0171

GREATER

ORPHEUS AUDIO. Passio
Dealer for: Acoustic Precision,
Audiomeca, Audio Physic, Audio Syn!
Cabasse, Conrad Johnson, Croft, DPA. E
Forsell. Gamma Acoustics, Golden Tub
Voice, Lowther Voigt. Magnum, Meracus;¥O
Ortofon, Papworth, Project, Pentachord, Pinl
QED. Sequence, Stax. Teac, Triangle, Trichord
Unison Research,VPl,Yamamura Churchill, YB
delivery/installation. Call for list of p
Demonstrations by arrangement in Standish
in your own home without obligation.Tel: 0125
calls welcome).

PRACTICAL HI-FI 65 Bridge Street,Mancheg
016§ 839 8869 See our main entry under Lanca:

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4.8 St. Annes P
(01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwo
Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy, Revolver, |PW, Open 9.
rooms. No pressure!

MERSEYSIDE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3N\
344227. See our main ad under Cheshire.

DEALER

MIDDLESEX

MUSICAL IMAGES 45 High Street,
Tel.(0181) 569 5802. Fax. (0181) 569 6353,

ounslow, Middlesex.

MUSICAL IMAGES |73 Station Road, Edgeware, Middlesex.
Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (0181) 952 5535. Most brands avail-
able - see full page advertInterest free credit. ask for details.
Demo rooms. Repairs & Service. Sunday opening - Open all
week. A Home Cinema Specialist. Mail order. Part exchange.

OPAL DESIGNS LTD. Rockware Business Centre,
Rockware Avenue, Greenford, Middlesex, UB6 OAA. Tel: (018
930 7972. Fax: 0181) 930 9
Email: jas@opal.co.uk. Home Page: www. opal.co.ul
Audio & Home Theatre Consultants. Authorised.d
Levinson, Proceed, Linn Hi-Fi, Linn Knek
Faroudga, Stewart Film Screen, Revel Lo
Audio, Martin Logan, Sonus Faber, Ml
order welcome. Credit cards accep
brochure.

S

*“Phone

RIVERSIDE HI-FI 422 Richmond Road, Eas|
Middlesex, TWI 2EB. Tel: 0181 892 7613 F3
wwwi.riversidehifi.co.uk Arcam, Bose, B&QC

DIAL

I3



MUSIC The alternative Hi-fi shop. 01270
..A.V.l..Alchemist, B.C.D,, Blueprint, Castle, Chord
audio, Dynavector, Electrocompaniet, John Shearn,
inn, Loewe, Michell, Myryad, Nordost, Ortofon,
t Stands, Q.L.N., Restek, Roksan, Stands Unique,

MUFFOLK
DIO, TellFax 01359 240687  Mobile
0 Music from the Sound Foundry!

: [Audio Physic]: loudspeakers, Adyton:
s, Meracus: CD transports, players, DAC’s pre
amplifiers, Yamamura Churchill: cables and
. ART: Accessories Mail

ICD's Cable/Amp Stock Clearance:

fax for further details and ex-demo hardware
t major credit cards accepted

Order

AUDIO The Street, Hessett, Bury St Edmonds,
30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212. “Hi-Fi and speaker centre
to quality hi-fi since 1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds
s. Evening and Sunday Dems by appointment.

AGES 128 London Road North, Lowestoft. Suffolk,
B Tel: 01502 582853. Arcam, Acurus, Castle, Rotel,
ngle, QTA, Sugden, Denon, Yamaha, Mirage, M &K,
usical Fidelity, plus the incredible Rothwell range.
ly different selection. Dem Room, Professional AV
s from budget to high end. full credit facilities. 9.30 to
Mon & Sat ~ 9.30 to 6.00 Tues to Fri.

EASTERN AUDIO 41 Bramford Road, lpswich, Tel. 01473 217
217. Fax 01473. 215705. Quad, Arcam, Audiolab. Meridian,
Mission, Denon, Rotel, Marantz, NAD, Sony, Rogers, Nakamichi,
Systemdek,Technics, Celestion, B&W, Tannoy, Morel Thorens and
op Tape Also stock 2 wide range of accessories. usual credit
iliti B q&dealer.

N)S audio consultants, Stone Farm, Borough
eat Finborough, Stowmarket. Tel: 01449 675060. We
enuine impartial advice and demonstrations of quality
) equipment. racks and accessories. Demonstration by
ointment here or in your own home. Some ex-demo and
ond-hand equipment. Phone for a consultation, demonstra-
.'J or price lists and product information.

'll SURREY

(INFIDELITY 9 High StreetHampton Wick, Kingston upon
Thames, Surrey. KTI” 4DA. Tel. 0181 943 3530. Stockists of:
rcam, Creek, Epos, Linn, Meridian, Naim Audio, Nautilus 800,

at, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Shahinian, Stax, Yamaha. Open Tues -
turday. 10.30am - 7.00pm.

NGS Hi-Fl 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd.. Croydon,
RO 7AT. 0181 654 1231/2040. 3 dem rooms and home
installation/credit. Meridian, Linn, Naim, Quad, Arcam,
ission, Denon, Tannoy, Marantz, Ruark. Mon-Sat 9-6,
.Service dept. (3 Dem rooms incl.A.V. 0% credit).

BUSSEX (EAST)

& JARRETT for the best Audio Visul Specialist with
helpful staff phone or visit us at 6-18 Norman Road St.
ds-on-sea, East Sussex. Tel. 01424 437165/432398.

Kef, Ruark. |BL, Marantz, NAD, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Technics, Yamaha, Kenwood, Musical Fidelity, Dynaudio,
Denon. Tannoy. B&W, Rotel, Thorens. Interest free credit avail-
able subject to staws. Visa, Mastercard.

iased
ities.
e tial.  THE POWERPLANT “Brighton’s Leading Hifi Shop™. 66
Upper North Street, Brighton, Tel. 01273 775978. fax. 01273
748419. email@powerplant.co.uk. Open 0am-6pm Tues-Sat.
Comfortable listening rooms. Experienced and friendly staff.
) ATC, Arcam, B&W, Cyrus, Rega, Linn, Pro-Ac, Tag McLaren, and
dalist. much more.

-Sea,

uipment

arantz,
ag able Talk, LEAMINGTON HI-FI CO 23a Regent Street,
ood. Air conditioned listening  Leamington Spa, Warks. CV32 SEJ. Tel; 01926 888644
d repair facilities Fax: 01926 887486 E-mail: thehi-
ficompany@dial.pipex.com. Web: htep://www.hi-
ficompany.couk Arcam - Quad - Marantz - Denon -
Pioneer - Yamaha - NAD - Mission - KEF - Celestion -
Atacama - Technics - TDL - REL - Ixos Single speaker
dem room. Permanent Dolby Digital Demonstration
with rear projection televisions + DVD laserdisc hard-
ware and software in abundance. Part exchange and

credit available - subject to status.

WARWICKSHIRE

AUDIO 24 Peveril Bank, Dawley, Telford,
ax: 01952 502097 OR mobile: 07930
gott@hotmail.com ed and ex-dem
| current list. A t for Audionote,
Design Ortofon, Project,

op, part/ex

5 2 plea-

ng‘f:lDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regent St, Rugby, Warwks CV2I
2QF Tel: 01788  540772. Agents for: Arcam, Audiolab, B&O,
astle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Kef, Mission, Marantz, Meridan,

Pioneer. Quad, Rotel, Sony. Tannoy, Yamaha & many more. 2 year
“warranty on all hi-fi separates. 2 Demonstration rooms, Home
Trials. All Major Credit Cards Accepted, Mail Order Welcome.
Ring Now for Keenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday 9-5.30.
Closed Wednesday. If We Haven't Got It It's Probably Not Worth
Having.

od. Pioneer, Rotel, Deon, B&W,
gilable. Open 9.30 - 5.30pm Mon-

SOMERSET

AL A DEALER

OUTH WEST ANALOGUE Quality British and E
Hi-Fi. SME specialist, Mk 2 turntable on demonstr.
Garrard, ProjectaQutofon, Tube Technology, Tess
Ensemble 5! anytime.

STRATFORD HI-FI 10a Chapel Street. Stratford upon Avon,
o, Warwickshire. Tel: (01789) 414533. Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus,
- Denon, KEF, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Monitor, Audio, NAD,
anasonic, Onkyo. Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics, Yamaha.
onstration room. Service facilities. Mail order, Interest free
pen 9.30-5.30 Monday to Saturday. all major credit

fWorId Radio Histo

WEST MIDLANDS

MUSIC MATTERS

Birmingham - 363, Hagley Road, Edgbaston, BI7 8DL. Tel. 0121
429 2811,

Solihull - 93-95, Hobs Moat Road, B92 8JL.Tel. 0121 342 0254.
Stourbridge - 9, Market Street D48 1AB. Tel. 01384 44484,
Sutton Coldfield - 10, Boldmere Road, B73 5TD.Tel. 0121 354
2311

Arcam, Alchemist, Apoflo, Audioquest, Audio Research, B&W,
Cable Talk, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Copland, Cyrus, Denon,
DPA, |BL, Kef, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan. Meridian, Musical
Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Ruark, SME, Sennheiser,
Sonus Faber,Tag McLaren, Teac, Theta,Yamaha etc. Classical CD's
available at Birmingham only. Demonstration rooms. service and
installation. BADA member. VISA / MASTERCARD / AMEX /
SWITCH. Open:- 10-5.30 Tuesday to Saturday. Late night Thursday
till 7.00 (not Stourbridge).

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE 163 Spon Street,
Coventry, CVI 3BB. Tel: 01203 525200. Web Site:
hup://www.frankharvey.co.uk. Much more in store on 3
floors with 3 dedicated Hi-Fi demonstration rooms of
the very best Hi-Fi. Plus our new Home Cinema Room.
Appts Req. Open 9.30 to 5.30, Monday to Saturday.
Authorised agencies include: Acoustic Energy, Atacama,
Arcam, Audio Quest, Bang & Olufsen, B&W, Castle,
Cable Talk, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Definitive
Technology, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Monitor
Audio, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, Michell Gyrodek,
Musical Fidelity, NAD. Optimum, Panasonic, Pioneer,
Quad, QED, REL, Rega. Rotel, Sennheiser, Sharp, Tag
Mclaren, Target. Teac, Tannoy, Thorens, van den Hul,
Yamaha. Interest free credit and part exchange, Wide
screen TV, Projection and Multi room specialists.

SOUND ACADEMY for the Midlands. The Parade, Sutton
Coldfield, Tel. 0121 321 2445 & High Street, Bloxwich, Nr Walsall,
{sharing the ASDA shopping centre} Tel 01922 493499. Hosts 4
private studios plus a Home Theatre Cinema with Tube & LCD
Projectors. The best in hi-fi from Naim,Arcam,Audiolab, Chord,
Meridian, Monitor Audio and many more. So... if you've taken
time to read this, please let us make you welcome. Phone 0121
321 2445 for Sutton or 01922 493499 for Walsall. Call in and to
browse our exciting display of hi-fi and home cinema equipment.
Mail order available. interest free credit S.T. Status. Open 6
days, 9am to 5.30pm. Please call for late night. Expert Advice,
Cable Dressing and Installation.

WALTSHIIRE

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, I5 Catherine Street, Salisbury,
Wiltshire SPI 2DF.Tel (01722) 322169. Arcam, B&W, Celestion,
Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD,
Ruark, Sony. Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Ffriendly, relaxed atmos-
phere. Professional advice. Home dem available. Service depart-
ment. Free installation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex.
Interest free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under BATH & BRISTOL heading.
WORCESTERSHIRE

MAX - MIDLAND AUDIO X-CHANGE 8| Franche
Road, Kidderminster, Worcs, DY |1 SAD. Phone: 01562
822236 -+ Mobile: 0421 605966 <+ email:
john.roberts20@virgin.com
Analogue Hi-end specialist * Open Monday to Saturday
9.30 to 6.00 * Part exchange always welcome ¢ Evening
demos arranged by appointment * Service facilities °
Free delivery. Suppliers and installers of high quality
audio systems, including: Audio Note + Basis « BAT -
Densen « Dpa * Electrocompaniet * Mark Levinson *
Michell « Nagra « Pass + Primare * ProAc + Rega * Revel
* Roksan < SPM + Sugden « UKD < Unison Research *
Wadia. Access, MasterCard,Visa and Switch.

YORKSHIRE (EAST)

THE AUDIO ROOM 38 St Augustines Gate, Hedon, Nr Hull
HU12 8EX Tel: 01482 896166. Superb Ist floor showrooms and
demonstrations rooms are open. We are authorised agents for
Accurus, Alchemist, Atacama, Audiovector, B&W, Base, CR
Developments, Classé, Cable Tatk, Chord Co., Dali, Denon, Grado,
Helios, Jamo (concert only), Lavardin, Linn Products, Marantz,
Monrio, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Neat. Opera, Onkyo, Ortofon,
Pioneer, Pro-Ject, QED. Quad, Sonic Link, Sonneteer, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Talk Electronics and more. Open Mon-Sat 9am-
7pm. Credit facilities, home demonstrations available. Friendly,
unbiased, personal service guaranteed.

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street, Hull Tel. 01482 587397.
“Comfortable listening rooms; Home dems; Personal, friendly
service; Free installations. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab,
Atacama, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, Audion, Alchemist,
B&W, Cable Talk, Chord CO, DPA, Densen, Denon, DNM, EAR,
Exposure, Fi-Rax, Harbeth, Heybrook, Impulse, KAR, KEF, Michell,
Micromega, Monitor Audio, Musical Technology, Myryad, NAD,
NAIM, Pioneer, REL, Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Shearne Audio,
Stands Unique, Sugden. Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, TOL, Tube
Technology,Vivanco and many others.

YORKSHIRE (S@NENiv)

THE HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER Sunnyfields, Doncaster,
DNS 85A Tel: (01302) 781387/391193, Fax: (01302) 781387. HII,
HOME CINEMA AND MULTI-ROOOM EXPERTS Musical Fidelity.
TAG McLaren, Electrocompaniet. ProAc, Ruark, Castle, TEAC,
Unison Research, John Shearne, T & A, Impulse Horns, Monitor
Audio, Harbeth, Alchemist, Michell Turntables, Nottingham
Analogue Studios, Blueprint. Audio Analogue, Exposure, Living

HIFl WORLD



Voice, Densen, Celestion (A Series only), Opera, Audio Physic,
Trichord Research. Nordost. Stands Unique. Stax Electrostaucs,
Ortofon, Goldring. REL Subwoofers, Yamaha AV, Proceed Digital
Cinema. Viewing and demonstration by appointment. Home tri-
als and free installauon. Access/Visa and credit facilities. Phone
for more informauion.

10-8pm Tues - Fr1, 10-6pm Sat. Closed Monday.

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 8 Wesigate Chambers,
Rotherham Tet: 01709 370666, 184 Fitzwilliam Street. Sheffield Tel:
01142 756048 - Audio Alchemy,Atacama, Arcam.Audio Lab,Audio
Quest, Beyer, Bose, Canon. Castie. Cyrus. Celestion. Denon. Jamo,
John Shearn {Amplifiers), Linn, Marantz. Mission, REL (Sub
Woofers), Rogers (Speakers & Amplifiers), Royd. Sennheiser,
Spendor, Tannoy "D", T.D.L., Technics, Yamaha. Demo rooms (6).
Home Cinema, Access, Visa, Switch, Interest free credit (details
available upon request). up to § years guarantee.

SOUNDWAVE AUDIO 22 Lord Mayor's Walk,York.YO3 7HA.
Tel. 01904 646309. Hi-Fi sales incl. NAD, Onkyo, Dali. Cerwin
Vega, Teac, Kenwood, Ortofon, Alchemist. amo and many others.
In-house workshops for repairs and svcg. on all makes. Dem-
room incl. Home Cinema. No pushy sales staff!! just good equip-
ment and a friendly atmosphere.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate. York Y03
7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen Hi-Fi and AV equip-
ment includes Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, M&K subwoofers, Naim,
Rega. Rotel, Royd. etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home Cinema and
Mulu-room facilities. Service Department. Home installations.
Instant Credit and major credit cards . Closed Mondays. Phone
for chat and more details.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross Church St
Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W, Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon,
Rotel. Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission,
ect. Dem facilities - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-
8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit facilities. Access, Visa

PREMIER AUDIO Wiakefield (01924) 255045, A brand new
company offering a range of exciting Audiophile products care-
fully selected and professionally demonstrated. Equipment
includes Audio Synthesis, Chord Company, Classe, cable Talk,
DPA. EAD. Exposure. Harbeth, Kora, Mirage. MyryadOrelle,
Trichord and many others. demonstration facilities, Home
demonstrations & Free installation. Part Exchange & used equip-
ment Available. telephone for details and opening offers.

———SCOTLAND —~

CENTRAL

COLIN MACKENZIE’S HIFI CORNER 52 Gordon Street
Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, |
Haddington Place, Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd.
Falkirk 01324 629011. Audiolab. Cyrus. Sound-Bytes, Meridian,
etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on all
loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St. Glasgow 014t 226 S7I1.
Glasgow's oldest cstablished hifi specialist. now at new larger
premises.

LOTHIAN

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HiIFI CORNER 52 Gordon Street
Glasgow 0F41 248 2840. Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, |
Haddingion Place, Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiotab, Cyrus. Sound-Bytes, Meridian.
etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on all
loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co.. 145 Bath St Glasgow 0141 226 5711.
Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, now at new larger
premises

MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EH6 SQG. Tel:
0131 5SS 3963 Fax: 0131 555 3964. Audio Research. Copland,
Naim Audio, Krell, Roksan, Rotel, DNM, Marantz, AV, Martin
Logan, Pro-Ac, Wilson Audio, Wilson Benesch Theta Dignal,
Transparant Audio, Alchemist.Quadraspire, Stands Unique.
Listening Rooms. Free Parking, Full Workshop, Delivery and
Installation. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.00 pm. Please phone for a map
or contact Raoul, john, Mark, or Mike.

GRAMPIAN

HOLBURN HI-Fl 441 Holburn Street. Aberdeen. Tel: 01224
585713. Arcam. Audiolab, B&W. Celesuon. Denon, Dual, Epos,
Heybrook. ION. Kenwood, Creek, Marantz. Meridian, Mission,
Cyrus. M.S.. NAD. Nakamichi, Pioneer. QED. Quad, Revox. Rotel.
Ruark, Tannoy, Technics. Wharfedale. Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

STRATHCLYDE

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFf CORNER 52 Gordon Street
Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, |
Haddington Place, Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab. Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, Meridian.
etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on all
loudspeakers, keen prices.

KEVIN GALLOWAY AUDIO., Audio Physic, Accuphase,
Audion, Basis, DCS, JM Lab, Pink Triangle, Electrocompaniet.
Sugden, Nagra, Tara Labs. Natonwide delivery and installauon.
Demonstration by appointment, Tel: 01563 574185. Fax: 01563
§73207.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St. Glasgow 0141 226 S711.

Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist. now at new larger
premises

HIFt WORLD

LOUD & CLEAR 520 St Vincent Street. Finnieston, Glasgow
G3 8XZ.Tel: (0141) 221 0221 or visit us at www.loud-cle
Glasgow's finest and friendiiest Hi-Fi store, combin
edgeable advice wuh specaally selected products and D
service. Three comfortable demonstration rooms. full service
installation facilives, interest free credit on selected produ
Product lines include Naim Audio. Exposure, Alchemist, Reg
McLaren. Musical Fidelity, Marantz. Denon. Rotel. Acoustic E
KEF. KEF Reference. Monitor Audio, Tannoy, ProAc, VdH,
Co..DNM, Ash Design. Stands Unique. Open Tues-Sat {0am-6;
Thurs ull 7pm. Comphmentary parking at PC World, Finnies
Street.

STEREO STEREO 278 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, Tel:
248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix. compulink.co.uk We will
the most musical sound for your budget and if you take
10 visit us we will take the ume to return the complim
free installation of your chosen equipment, Open 0
closed Sunday, Tuesday Instailation Nation-wide Interes!
credit available.

S
witl

onal service. A
y. First class free

posted
quiry or order.
AUDIO NOTE SALON Five dem rooms in Glasgowis pe
ful west-end; free parking, relaxed atmosphere, serious
ment. Unique in the north, we specialise in Audio Note
level to Ongaku), Bow Tech and Mark Levinson, speakers incl
ProAc and Zingali. Large second-hand stock and cost-eff
cables. Established 1979 as the original Music Room, we inve

ed the dem room. matching, and consultancy rather than seliing
hyped gear. We save you a lot of disappointment. See our full
page and half-page ads in this issue.Visit us online, HYPERLINK
hutp:fwww.audioshource.co.uk www.audiosource.couk
Phone or fax for advice, info sheets, lists. or appointment.
Fax: 0141-339 9762,

E-mall  HYPERLINK mailto:jack@audtosource.co.uk
Jack@audiosource.co.uk . Phone 0141-357 5700.

SIC 12 Upper Dock Street. Newport, Gwent.
am-5.30pm Mon-Sat. Internet site http:/iwww.diverse-

o.uk. Phonefax 01633 259661 .« 256261. E-mail:-
@diverse-music.clx.co.uk. Catalogues available. Mastercard,
2, Amex, Switch, JCB.. New and forthcoming releases: B
Note 180gm LPs - re-issued on t4th April (very limited}
large current and back catalogue stock selection. P&P £1.00
LP. addinonal LPs S0p each {max £3.50) Please con:
more detadls and catalogues.

J\.SILVERNOTE PO Box 158, Cheshunt. He
wanted:Vintage and Modern Equipment. Rec¢
Steve on 01992 620905.

VINYL DEMAND Stockists of VP! re

WALES ——— and the widest range of audiophile via
prices. Living Stereo. Verve, Mob
Analogue, Testament, MCA, DCC. A
NORTH WALES accessories. Phone 01425-654545

orders or catalogues.
ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH Tel: 01244
344227. See our main ad under Cheshire. VIVANTE - Unit 4,60 F
4DB. Tel: 0181 977 6600. Fa
largest importer and distributd and convenuonal
vinyl 1s now operating a mail order service SP8ialising in jazz and
classical retssues. Labels include Decca. London. Deutsche
Gramaphon. Archiv, EMI, Telefunken, Testament, Verve, MPS,
Milestone, Fantasy, Pablo and more. Extensive catalogue avatlable
Access Visa accepted.

ick. Surrey K
One of the UK's

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham, North
Wales, Tel 01978 364500. See our main ad under Cheshire.

GLAMORGAN (SOUTH)

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA, 01792280 061. Call now for
price hst. UK or overseas. Hi end new and pre-owned hi-fi at an
affordable price. Home trial prior to purchase. Reliable courier
service and repair service. Friendly and enthusiastic advice. day
or evening seven days a week. A service to suit you.

WOODSTOCK RECORDS. The regions largest new and used
vinyl specialist catering for all musical tastes - classical; jazz &
blues: rock: sixties: indie: funk: soul: reggae: soundtracks; disco,
deep house: hip hop: drum & bass; breakbeat; electronica an8
much much more. Plus extensive 7* section and a wide range of
accessories.  Internet site coming soon!  Shop detalls: 22
Heritage Close, St.Albans, Herts AL3 4EB Tel/Fax 01727 846 907.
E-Mail: woodstockrecords@LineOne.net

Shop hours:Mon 10.30-6.30 Sat 9.30-5.30.

semsre-| RELAN Do

AUDIO AUDIO HIFISPECIALISTS IS Mansfield Heights,
Portglenone, Co. Antrim, N. Ireland BT44 8JR. Telephone 01266
822128/ Fax 01266 822128. Products include Totem, Sugden.
Denon, Ortofon, Project. Alchemist. QED, Chord Co.. Arcam,
Quadraspire, Audioquest. Rega. Soundstyle, Apollo, Grado. Ixos,
Sonace, Optimum, Acoustic Energy, Tangent, Mighty Mighty, Sound
Organisation, Jamo. Free installation. Please ask about our FREE
customer care package.

———VINTAGE e

AUDIO CLASSICS. 18/20 Chapel Green Road. Hindley. Wigai
WNQ2 3LL. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax: 01942 207089. Mobile: 058
476574. Hi-Fi bought, sold. repaired and renovated. Mail ordei
and vintage specialists. Please see our main ad {look under the ad
index to find) for further information.

CLONEY AUDIO 55 Main Street. Blackrock. Dublin,
Tel 2889449.2888477 Fax. 2834887 Products include: Arcam,
Classe. Philips. B&W, Naim Audio, Meridian and others. Open
Tues Sat 10am-6pm. ThursiFry ‘ull 9pm Closed Mondays.

=ee-EX DEMONSTRATION-—~—
DUBLINN HI-Fl 38 Aungier Street. Dublin 2. Tel: (00 353) |
4785205. Fax: (00 353) 14785219. We ail have two ears and one
mouth - use them accordingly. We only stock the best products,
based on performance and reliability - not reviews or sales pat-
ter. Call Mark or drop in for a listen. Three single speaker demo
rooms. Free delivery and installation. Full service department.
Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. {Northampton}

Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingborough Ro;
Northampton, NN| 4DU. Tel: { 01604) 231261/845138. Mob
(0370) 877893 Urgently required: compact disc collections
separates.. especially Linn products, Naim Audig
Electronics, Musical Fidelity, Quad Electroni
Briush/American. Cash waiting, part exch
stock lots of audio accessories, compa
recorders, DAT players. Single speake
is sold with warrantes. All Credit
anyume for stock update.

—=—NORTHERN IRELAND---se

KRONOS HI-Fl 7 Scotch Street Centre, Dungannon, BT70
1AR. Tel: (01868) 753606. Fax: 753006. Email: David@KronosHi-
Fidemon.co.uk, website http:/iwww.Kronos Hi-Fi.demon co.uk
We have one of the largest ranges of qualityHi-Fi in Ireland. Our
agencies include Absolute Sounds, Apogee. Audion, Audiomeca,
Blueprint. BOW Technology. Cadence. Copeland, Denson,
Frameworks. Harman Kardon, Helios. JBL. Kelly. Kimber, Klipsch."
Living Voice, Lyra. LFD. Marantz, Michell, MIT. Musical Fidelity.
Notungham Analogue, Oracle. Orelle, QLN, Rogers. Roksan,
Rotel, Ruark. Silver Sounds. SME. Trangle, Trichord, Unison, UKD,
Wilson Benesch.YBA and much more. Demo rooms for Hi-Fi and
AV Free installation, home demos and home trial. Access and
Visa. Credit including instant and interest free. Mulu-Room spe-
caabsts. Open Mon-Fri 9.30-5.30. Closed Wed. Sat 10-5. We are
also open any everung by appointment. |

AUDIO CLASSICS. 18
WN2 3LL Tel: 0194
476574. Hi-Fi boug
and vintage specialisg
index to find) for f

TO ADVERTISE IN 4
DIAL A DEALER PLEASEl
CALL AMANDA SWEENEY,

ON 0171 328 2213
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A supremely elegant, neat and

complete, CD music system combining
power, performance and style.

a classik by Linn

~

LINN

the only sound®

Linn is available from the very best hi-fi retailers and
Linn at Harrods. For further information simply see our
website an www.linn.co.uk or call 0500 888909
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Zouch Quivio Lty

WORLD CLASS HIGH FIDELITY

| i SWEDEN
__ ADVANTAGE ‘Simply irresistable’
THE USA ===
PASS LABS ‘The king of Class A amplification’.
HALES DESIGN GROUP ‘Redefining the concept’

BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY

‘Value and solid state at its best’. THE UK =4P=
AN
MUSICAL FIDELITY
‘When music matters most’

BE A WINNER H ZOUCH
AUDIO AGENCIE
ADVANTAGE
APOLLO
ARGENTO

ATACAMA
AUDIO ANALOGUE
AUDIO QUEST
AUDIO VECTOR
AVt

COPULARE
CREEK
EGGLESTION WORKS
HALES
HOVLAND
JAMO
LUMLEY
MAGNUM DYNALAB
MIT, MUSICAL FIDELITY, MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY,
NAD, NEAT, OPERA, ORCHID, ORTOFON, PASS LABS, PROCEED,
PROJECT, PROMENADE, PURESONIC, REFERENCE 3A, SME,
SOUNDSTYLE, SUPRA, WILSON BENESCH, TARGET AUDIO, TEAC,
UNISION RESEARCH, WISDOM

Zouch Qudio Ltd

The Old Coach House, off South Street,
Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire LE65 1AN
TELEPHONE 01530 414128
Mobile 0976 571875
http://www.adyx.co.uk/ashby
email:zaudio@ashb.adyx.co.uk
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buying guide

Loudspeakers £ Year Verdict

£200 Jan 96 easonably neutral but ultimately lacklustre. Control of treble and mid-range poor.

€240 Dec97 Partner the Opals with warmm ancillaries and you get an involving sound. Avoid bright amps and sources.

€230 Aug 98 Energetic, bold and highly detailed, the Aura is one to consider for the budget-conscious.

£299 Oct 98 Like Aura’s matching stand mounters, the 627Ms are lucid and controlied. Treble is brightish.

€200 Jan 96 Unrestricted and clean sound with satistying musicality. An engaging subtlety not common at the price.
£130 Apr96 Clear open and detailed sound but balance too forward and weak bass.

£250 Nov 96 Excels with taut hard-hitting bass with dynamic, uncoloured midrange. Metal tweeter bleaches out the treble.
£150 Sep 98 With simple music, the CR6s work well, but not quite as well as the best of the competition.

€230 Jan 96 A lively little animal, well worth the money.

£119 Feb98 The 12is’ powerful, confident sound belies a rather poor measured performance.

€200 Jan 96 Big presentation but a rather distant quality. Could sound boomy and contfined.

€299 Nov 96  Sterling performance in the bass with speed and control. Good midrange projection.

£299 Feb99 Quality construction and sound produce a very capable 'speaker. Open treble and firm bass for the size.
£150 Jan98  Alot of loudspeaker for the money. Punch and slam in the bass but sometimes thin in the treble.

€240 Nov 96 Although bright, the Symphony 6s score for clarity and power. Bass is fast and accurate.

£140 Feb97  Smooth, balanced performers that do a good job on any genre. Free from the nasties that afflict manyat the price.
£50 Apr 97 Not the last word in midrange or bass clarlty, but gives real hi-fi results for a paltry £50.

£170 Nov 95  For their size and price they offer some super qualities, especially stable imaging.

€270 Jun 98 A mini monitor with more precision and dynamism than the size and price tag would suggest.

£259 Oct 98 Capable all-rounders, the Optimas combine smoothness, insight and control to great effect.

€269 Nov 96 Excellentimaging with ciear treble and midrange. Bass slightly dry and boxy but would suit a smaller room.
€200 Oct98 In spite of a few colorations, the Jamos are fine examples of budget active operation.

€130 Jan 98  With greater transparency and a bit more get-up-and-go, the 510s could be leaders of the budget pack.
€200 May 96 The 60S is open and detailed but coloured too.

€129 Apr95 Rhythmic push and tuneful bass are the plus points of these small standmounts.

€200 Jan96 Breezy presence, good dynamics and a sense of fullness. Not the utmost in clarity, some box colouration.

£299  Jul 96 Strong bass can get out of control, as can treble. This tends to overpower the midrange.

£199 Feb97 Impressive bass and a sweet clarity make the Q15s 'speakers that'll put a smile on any audiophile’s face.

€129 Jul98  The LS90UKs have dry bass and limited tonal colour, but staging and imaging are superb.

£298 Apr96 Well-behaved and with a decent tonal quality.

€130 May 98 The 700s are easily outclassed by Mission’s own superb 731 Pros at a £10 premium.

£129 Apr95  Aninitially impressive, upfront sound but ultimately a litlle uninvolving.

€139  Jul 97  Music makers with a clean,punchy sound. Real value for money.

€130 Nov 96 Mission's babies are a truly worthwhile improvement on the original 731s.

£150 Nov 95 Excellent sound puts the competitors in the shade. Welf bullt and pretty too!

€200 Aug 97 If you've got £200 with ‘loudspeaker’ written on it, then the 732i should be on you're shopping list.

£170 Jul 98 Superb stand mounters of real refinement and musicality. A touch bass light.

£230 Apr 99 Civilised standmounters which lack nothing in control, finesse or transparency.

£200 May 99 A novel multi-media two-satellites-and-sub which nevertheless demands to be taken quite seriously.
€200 Jan96  Very tight bass and an all-round big sound. Some sharpness in the treble but assertive and clear.

£100 Jun97 Impressive bass with midrange clarity are pluses. Prominent treble stops the 801 from challenging the best.
€230 Aug 97 The Paradigms have a generally enjoyabie sound but treble is sharp and midrange recessed.

€270 Jun96 Solid bottom end wlil drive a large room well, but they’re a bit bright too.

£99 Jul 95 Engineering is not tip-top, but with a smooth system they will produce a clear and open, if bright, sound.

£200 Jan96 Rather small sound for a big cabinet. Absence of deep bass hard to forgive.

£149 Feb96 Clear, bright and open but with weak bass. Best used close to or against a wall.

€250 Nov 96 Detailed and clear with a forward midrange. Could be a little rough on vocals; bass extension is fimited.
€299 Aug 96 Excellent all-rounder that provides a real open window into almost every genre of music.

€200 Nov 97 The Tangents’ bass has attractive speed and impact, matched with smooth treble and open midband.
£60 Jul 96 Good imaging as well as control. Tweets a bit too much but more than fine for the money.

£120 Jun98 The best at the price and capable of embarrassing many more expensive 'speakers.

£140 May 97 For £140, you get a 'speaker with transparency and enjoyability unmatched at the price.

€240 Nov 97 Even overall balance and taut secure bass, if not the deepest ever. Slightly lightweight and uninvolving.
£199 Nov98 Worth an audition if you need to balance a bright source and amp, but treble lacks clarity.

€120 May 97 Bright treble is partially balanced by taut , well integrated bass, but outclassed by the competition.

£60 Apr 97  Clean, incisive, detailed and revealing, especially in the bass.

£180 Mar99 Great value introduction to active. The sound is deep and powerful but could be a littte coloured for some.
£150 Jul 96 Can work well if partnered to give weighty bass and smooth treble.

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

Aura LST 627.

Blue Room Mini
Pod.

Tunetul and confident, these "speakers are well suited to Pop and Dance music.
£350 Mar97 Al the ingredients for listening fun are mixed into the DM305. Overall presentation could be more cohesive though.
£600 Mar 95 Good-tooking solid "speakers with great spirit and tenacity but with a dry treble. Not fans of classical music.
€400 Jan 97  Aresling style allied to an engaging sound makes the Minipods attractive. Best with smooth amps and source.

£585 Dec 98 Acoustic music gels nicely. More artificial pieces sometimes don’t work so well.

£699 Dec 96 Taut, dry bass and lucid midrange but need matching to warm ancilliaries to avoid sounding bright.

Total customer care Total peace of mind
1. Expert, impartial advice on all aspects of 1. A 10-day purchase exchange programme
audio & video, given by trained staff (returns as new & excluding special orders)
2. Products specially selected for quality, 2. BADAS Free extended 2-year Guarantee
performance and value on all new hi-fi and home cinema separates
3. Personal demonstrations - 3. The option to transfer the Guarantee to
Listen before you buy! any one of 120 BADA members nationwide
4. A home delivery and installation option - 4. Deposits safeguarded by the BADA
for optimum performance Bonding Scheme
/ BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION
PO. Box 229 London N1 7UiU Phone: 0171 226 4044
BRITISM AUDIO DEALERS Assotiaion  Fax: 0171 359 7620 E-mail: bada1@compuserve.com
the symbol of security  For further information please see our web site: http.//www.bada.co.uk or ring for our information pack
BADA acknowledges the support of the following Assaciate Members: Alphason The Chord Company: Dolby Labs, Hevbrook Jamo KEF Kenwood Mendian NAID Pioneer. Polk, Sennherser Sony, Vivanco
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_buying guide

Loudspeakers £ Year Verdict
£799 Aug 96 Bass power and extension will Impress but overall sound is uneven and rather sterile.
£450 Mar 98 The Kendals have great clarity but need coupling to warm ancillaries.
£579 Jul 98 Apart from some hardness in the tweeters, the Severn 2s are accomplished all-rounders.
£399 May 95 Music makers through and through with a great feel for rhythm and dynamics.
£549 Apr 99 The Lynxes are superbly built but their rising bass and treble suit home cinema more than hi-fi.
€700 Feb96 A powerlul and rich sound from these competitively priced floorstanders makes them worth a recommendation.
£495 Oct96 Strong, punchy bass allied to detalled and articulate midrange and treble.
£339 Mar97 The Heylios stand out for their bass depth, dynamics and sound staging. Overall balance prefars Classical to Rock.
£389 Oct9 Posses a neutral, fast and dry sound. A good match for soft sounding systems.
£300 Apr 95 Delicate, detailed sound, abeit with rather imprecise imaging. Will work weil on a bookshelf.
£300 Nov 97 Notperfect but they make music fun. Quality, power and extension, the Millenlums are worth a listen.
€395 Oct98  Once allied to warm electronics, the