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The following is the February 16, 2011 letter from the German Minister of 
Transportation, Dr. Peter Ramsauer, to the CEO of the Deutsche Bahn AG,            
Dr. Rüdiger Grube concerning the engagement of DB International GmbH in Israel 

 

 

Dear Mr. Grube, 

I am basically in favor of reinforcing cooperation with Israel in the railroad sector, on 
the basis of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed in March 2010.  

 

Over the past few weeks, the Palestinian Foreign Minister Malki, Members of the 
German Bundestag as well as the press have been criticizing a project, in which the 
DP International GmbH is involved as an advisor of the Israeli state railroad, Israel 
Railways. I am referring to the planning and construction of a new high-speed railway 
route between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, which is supposed to pass, in part, through 
Israeli occupied territory.  

 

I would like to point out to you that, in terms of foreign policy, the Israeli state railroad 
project, crossing Israeli occupied territory, is a problematic venture and a potential 
violation of international law, touching on questions of status.  

 



In a conversation with the CEO of the DB International GmbH, Mr. Niko Warbanoff,    
I have already explained the German government's and EU's position:                       
A differentiation is made between the territory of the Israeli nation, on the one hand, 
and the territories occupied in 1967 (the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and East 
Jerusalem) on the other. 

Naturally the responsibility for abiding by established laws lies with the board of the 
DB AG or the DB International GmbH administration. After my very open 
conversation with Mr. Warbanoff, I am sure that a solution, satisfactory to all sides, 
can be found for this – from the standpoint of international law – sensitive project.  

Yours truly, 

Dr. Peter Ramsauer 
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