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The following Statement on Passion Plays was issued frow 

the office of the SecretariaL for Catholic-Jewish Relations 

of the National Confere.1ce of Catholic Bishops, on Fe:b.:-ua:-y 

28, 1968. It was signe•l for the Executive Committee ty the 

foll o•..Jil"e mi:>mhers vno t ere p::-~sent at 

Hall Universi~y en the afore~entioned date, in consul~ation 

with the Board o~ Consul~ors of the Secretariat: 

Pt. ~ev. Msgr. George G. Hi£gin& 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. John M. Oesterre.!.12;1er 
~ev. :Sdward H. Flannery 
Sister K. Hargrove, R.S.C . J. 
Rev. John B. Sheerin~ C.S . P. 
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A STATEMENT ON PASSION PLAYS 

Lent, more than any o-=1;er 11 turgical season, draws the attention 
of Catholics to the sufferings of Christ. In this holy season the 
Church calls its iai~hful to relive these sufferings, especially in 
its J{oly Week Liturgy. In m:my places it is cµstomary to supplement 
the Liturgy by piou.s practices, among which have been passion play~. 
Popular in the past, these pious representations of Christ's passion 
are still produced in a few places. Their primary purpose is to 
stimulate religious fervor, but, when they are carelessly written 
or produced, they may become a source of anti-Semitic reactions. 
Need we say that such reactions are foreign and injurious to true 
Christj an !liet~1 ::JT"ri tn th~ i_ptc: .. it "'f 'f:'he ~=~T'O~ s~~i".:"t'..'!'~S """ ~.t°l-?ic'i 
they are largely based, as well as offensive to our Jewish brothers? 
In the past simplistic and erroneous interpretations of the sacred 
writings have occasioned the accusation that the Jewish people of 
all time bear unique responsibility for the death of Jesus. History 
is witness to the inJustices and hatred experienced by them because 
they have been considered as a people accursed because of the death 
of Christ. What ~e say here, it may be added, 1s equally applicable 
to sermons and teachings on the passion of Christ. 

In its Statement on the Jews the II Vatican Council has dealt 
w~th this problem and urged that nall see to it that nothing is 
taught in catechetical work or in preaching the Word of God that 
does not conform to the truth of the Gospel and the spirit of Christ." 
The Council, further, has reminded us that "what happened in His 
(Chl~ist's) pd~Sion cannot be charged against all the Jews, without 
distinction, then alive, or against the Jews of today." The Council 
F<;1t:hers make St. Paul's words their own, "Now as before God holds 
Jews more dear for the sake of their fathers." In consegt...ence, the 
Statement continues, "the Jews snould not be presented as rejected 
or accursed by God, as if tlu.s followed from the Holy Scriptures." 
"The Church," it concl.udes, "has always helc}, c:nd holds now, that 
Christ underwent His passion and death freely because of the sins 
of men and out of infini t~ love. " 

Fidelity to these principles is expected of all members of 
the Church. A particular responsibility, however, rests upon composers 
........... ~1. •;...L-'- 1::. ... ..., . J .. ~--=-,j~ion p .Lays, p_•e-a-c. "::rs. ca ::ecilists ana ed .... cators, 
because it is easy to portray Jews, even inadvertently, in such a 
\\ a.i Ci.5 i:u .-...... .::. .. c:! fli.1::.:...:111. Qr .:Aa66'2ral:e 'Cneir ro..Le in "Cne .t:'assion 

In depicting the Passion, it is possible, for example: (1) to 
conceal the fact that Jesus is a Jew and that His friends as wetl as 
His enemies in the drama are Jews; (2) to create the impression that 
most Jei~s of Jesus' day willed rl.::..s death, failing to show that the 
secrecy surrourding Much of Jesus' tr~al was motivated by the large 
following He had in Jerusal~m . (3) to change the "crowd' of Barabl:;>as? 
followers into a screaming "mob," suggestively symbolic of t:he mood 
of ~11 Jerusalem, and indeed 9i1 Israel, to Jesus; (4) to depict Pilate, 
whom historiography has shown to have been a ruthless tyrant, as an 
innoqent and kindly bystander, (S) to highlight 'those texts of the 
~~s~~1 ~ ~ , --0 ~1· · ~ ~~~~ -~ 0 • • ~ c ~ "~inform~d o - ~-- C- ~ - - ~ -~ ~·- o~~~=~~e I~ fii~in~ac~re~a~.l. n wy ~· u~ 

audiences such as: ''His bl()on h~ "!:'"'n 1113 2:-'d 1..!:;?~n C'..!!' child:::-~r." 
(Matt 27, 25) . 
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It is also possib]~) ~•; · characteriza:ions, type-casting 
and costuming of passion pla,~ ~~ nave rhe Jewish enemies of Jesus 
appe~r and behave in a manne~ t~at would seem to Cqst an aspersion 
on the Jewish people. A sample ot this dev~ge may be seen in certain 
plays which strive by means cf caricature to display Jesus' enemies 
as supposedly unattractive Se~ites and His followers as handsome 
and appealing types. 

Passion plays, and sermons and teachings on the Passion, in
volve more than a question of Catholic-Jewish relations. Indeed, 
they involve the very concept of an authentic Catholic spirituality. 
Ch!'i.stian !':::i~tol":; ~nd P~•.!c::?t0!"c:: :!!"e ~"'-""~ ta ::'!"e;fl-i ~~d 'te:?ch Ch!':i.st 
crucified, but in so doing myst never divert the eyes of the f~~th
ful from the love and victory of Christ to the deeds of men, be they 
Jews or Gentile. Rather must they try to increase in the hearts of 
their audience a greater love of God and of all men, remembering 
that in the Passion ~rama Romans and Jews were, i~,the Christiap 
view, representatives of all of us. Nowhere is this important truth 
more poignantly expressed than 1n the Catechism of the Council of 
Trent, in which we read: 

sab 
072371 

"As our sins consigned Christ the Lord to the death 
of the Cross, most certainly those who wallow in 
sin and iniquity crucify to themselves again the 
Son of God as far as in them lies and make a mockery 
of Him.n (Hebr 6 :16) This guilt seems more enormous 
in us Lhan in the Jews, since according to the 
testimony of the same Apostle: "If they had known 
it, they would never have crucified the Lord of 
glory" (1 Cor 2:8); while we , on the contrary, 
professing to know Him, yet denying fu.m by our 
actions , seem in some sort to iay v~olent hands 
on Him . 

rtev. ~avard n flannary, 
Executive Secreta~y, 
~ecre~ariat Ior Ca~nolic-Jewisn 

Relations .. 
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Bericht Uber die Probeauffilllrung 

des 

Passionsspiels vop Pat~r Ferdinand Rosner 

I (11o9 - 1778) 
' 

' fiir Oberammergau bearbeitet von Dr. Alois Fink 

Musik von Franz Xaver Richter 

(17o9 - 1789) 

eingerichtet ung bearbei~er von Wolfgang Fortner 

unter Mitwirkung von Uwe Lohrmann 

Inszenierung und BUhnenbild von HB.lls Schwaighofer 

Musikalische Le~tung Hermapn Handerer 

Choreinstudie1"Ullg Tos~o Troll 

Gener~lbaB-Au~arbeitung Uwe Lohrmann 

Spieler, Chor ~d Orchester, Mitwirkende aus der 

Gemeinde Oberammergau, unterstiltzt v9n Instrum~nta

listen aus den Landlereisen Gan;n1scb-Parteru:.1rcben 

und We1lheim sowie von Mitgliedern der Au~sburger Pb1lm~nnon1e, 

des Musikkorps der I. Gebirgs-D~vision 

und des Tolzer ~abenchors 
/ 
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Das Vorhaben, das O~erammergauer Passionsspie1 vo~ 1750 1 

verfa$st van Pater, Ferdinand Rosner, versuchsweise aufzu
filhren, war scpon seit mingestens 1o Jahren i~ Gesprach. 

I 

Eine solche Aufftihrung sollte einem doppe1ten Zweck dienen: 
I 

1. die einzige Uberbaupt vorhandene Alternative gu de~ sei~ 
1860 gespie1ten Deisenberger-Text ilQerhaupt kennenz~lernen, 
und 

' 
2. in der Praxis, d.h. unter den beute in Operammergau gegebe-

nen Verhlltnissen, zu sehen, ob eine Auffilhrung d~ese~ 
alteren Textes realisierbar 1st. 

Diese ProbeauffQllrungen sind nun end11ch zustande gekoi;nm.en. 
Per nach£olgende Bericht soll die Bevolkert,lllg Oberammergau•s 
uber die wichtigsten Vor~llnge im Zusammenhang mit dieser Probe 
inforiPieren und eine Entscheidungsbi1fe ~ein ftir die weitere 
Geschichte und das weitere Schicksal der Oberammergauer Passions
spiel-~radjtion. 

per Ruf nach einer Spielreform war spatestens seit 1960 un
Uberhorbar geworden. Wenn dabei aucb in e~rter weltweitep Offent
l1chke1t die Einwande gegen eine f~st schon ~rupdlegende ant1-
sem1t1sche H~ltung des gesamten Spieis (eine Grundhalt-qng, die 
so gut wie aJ.len europaischen Passion§spielen anhaftet) im 
Vordergrund standen, gab es gocb sehr viele genauso ernst zu 
nehmende Bedenken, die - insbesondere nacb dem 2. Vatikanischen 
KQnzil - sowonl theologiscbe wie h1storische Argumente~~~ 
sich hatten. Nach den Erfahrungen des letzten 'halbep Jahr~ehBttJ-, 1 

' ... 
auch nach der Situation des Glauben3 in der heutigen Welt, eine 
dramatische Dichtung ~u schreiben, die einem Laienspiel ange
messen ware und die in Besonderhei~ die sowohl kulturhistorisch 

- / 
wie lok~l fe~tgelegte Oberammergauer Tradition weiterzUfUhren 
hatte, kann als schiere Unmogiichkeit gelten. Diese Tradition 

,,,. 
, . 

-' 

zu retten, zugleich von zeitbedingten inhaltlichen wie £ormalen 
Schwachen zu reinigen, bot sich, als ein geradezu ei~ai~ge~ 
GlUcksfall, ein ebenfalls Oberamm~r~auer Spiel an, nocb weiter 
zurilckreichend und zugleich von grosserer menschlicher Glaubwtirdigkeit 
und~ einer weit hoh~ren sprachiichen Qualitat, qas zudem 
vor allem i .n seinepi historischen ~d theologischen Grundgehal t 
dem Empfinden unserer Gegenwart sehr viei mebr egt~prechen kann. 
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Die Scheu, ein ohne Zweifel ris~koreiches Wa~is, das e±n RUck
griff auf diese noch einmal gut bundert Jahre altere Oberammer
gauer Fassung darstellte, zu unternebmen, 1st verstUndlich; 
unverstandlich musste der Versuch sei~, allein schon das Kennen
lernen dieser einzig vorhandenen Alternative zu verh~pdePn. 

Nun liegen d~e Probeauffilhrungen der Rosner-Passion hinter uns. 
Sie waren nicht nur fUr die unmittelbar Beteiligten, sondern 
in erster Linie fUr Oberamme~gau wichtig und lehrreich; sie 
bracht~n jenseits von allem theoretischen Filr und Wider prak
tische Erfahrungen und Erkenntnisse, die fUr die Ausarbeitung 
einer endgilltigen Spielfassung wichtig sind. 

Bevor auf de~~eigentlichen, detailltert~n ~ericht eingegangen 
wird, gleich hier einige allgemeine Bemerkungen. 

Die viel zu kurze Vorbereitungs~eit - filr die Elnstudierung 
eines vollig neuen ~d ansprucbsvollen Textes, mit vo11ig neuer 
Mus~k, in einer vollig neuen Ausstattung und zu einem Teil 
mit neuen, poch unerfahrenen Spielern - musste poch vieles in 
einem vorlaufigen und unbefriedigenden Stand lassen, was aller
dtngs bei weiterem und moglichst ungest-Orte~ BemUhen keinerle1 
Schwierigkeaten mehr bedeutet, die 1~ den Probeauffilhrungep 
noch zutage getretenen Mangel zu korrigieren. O~e Qff entliche 
J{ritik war, bis auf eine einzige Ausnalµg.e, durchwegs posit~v; 
was i~ einzelnen beanstandet W\lrqe, deckt sich in allen we~ent
lichen Punkten ~it der Mein~ der Initiatoren. Im einzeln~n 
wird der Bericht noch dar~u! eingehen. VorweggenolllJ!len sei, 
daB die in den Probespielen gezeigte Fassung grundsatzlich 
das aucb offentlich erklarte Einverstand.nis einer Gruppe von 
judischen Experten gefunden hat, die extra zu diesen Aufftih-

, rungen aus Amerik~ gekommen waren, an il;lrer Spitze Rabbiner 
Mark Ta~enbaum, eine ip der ganzen Welt bekannte geistige 
und geistliche Autoritat des Judentum~. 

Die angesp~ochenen Mangel batten sicn zum grossten Teil bereits 
im letzten Verlauf der Proben gezeigt, doch wurde im Interes$e 
eines ungefahrdeten Spielablaufs, kurz vor den Auffiihrungen, 
darauf verzichtet, sie durch An4e~en noch iu beheben. 
Ohne bier schon in Details zu geben, ist zu sagen, daa das 
Spiel (insbesondere die zweite Halfte) noch um etwa 45 Mj.nuten 

. 
' 

--.I 
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zu lang ist. Insbesondere konnen im ersten Teil noch die 
off entlichen Verhandlungen (Pilatus- und Synhedriumszenen) 
gestrafft werden, vor allem aber die Handlung von der Kreuz
abnahme ab. Die Christusgestalt muB im ersten Teil von Anfang 
an starker proflliert werden; es ist zu ilberlegen, ob in der 
zweiten Spielhalfte die Chorauftritte nicht anders gel6st 
werden k5nnen. Scbliesslich sind Kilrzungen der Musik erforder
lich, genauere, d.h., zur jeweiligen Szene passende Ei nsatze 
der Musik (sie waren z.B. nicht riehtig bei der Abencbpah1-
szene, die ohnehin auch bUhnenbildnerisch umgebaut werden soll), 
~erner elnige bessere, straffende LOsungen bei manchen Ober
gangen und Szenenwechseln einsch1iesslich der Umbaupausen. 
Vermutlich wird- aich auch der Einsatz von solistischen Sangern 
(~elserscheinungen) als UberflUssig erweisen. 

Zusammenfassend kann gesagt werden, daB der nun Uberschaubare 
Bogen der Gesamtinszenierung keineswegs die endgtiltige, erst 
noch zu er arbeitende Endfassung des Rosnerspiels gurstellen 
konnte. Der Versuch ergab jedoch eine wenn auch unter ausser
gewohnlichen Umstanden und Schwierigkeiten zustande gekoimaene 
Grundlage fur e i ne endgUltige Fassung. Bei dem summarischen 

~ 

Hinweis auf die insgesamt positiven K.ritiken dieses Versuches -
(sie werden im einzelnen in einer eigenen Dokumentation vor
gelegt werden) muB auch die grundsatzliche Zustimmung von 
kirchlicher katholischer und evangelischer Seite erwahnt werden. 

Nun zum Bericht im einzelnen. 
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1. Vorbereitungen 1975/1976/1977 

Zur Information der OberaJDlller~auer Bevolkerung Uber den 
Reformversuch erfolgten im Einvernehmen mit der Gemeinde 

a) Zwei Ausstellungen zu Inszenierungsvorschlagen filr 
eine Reformprobe auf der Mittelbilhne des Passions
spielhauses. 

Es wurden gezeigt: 

September 1975 Radierungen (Entwilrfe und unbearbeitete 
Textauszilge zur Inszenierung des Rosnerspiels). 

b) 1976 plastische Modelle zu Bilhnenbildern, den leb. 
Bildern una zu Spielszenen. 

c) KostUm- und MaskenentwUrfe 

d) Ein von der Gemeinde apberaumter Informationsabend Uber 
aktuelle Fragen zur Passion wurde am 3o. April 1976 von 
ca. Boo Interessenten besucht. 

Texte aus der Rosnerpassion wurden von den Spielern 
vorgetragen. 

Diesen Informationen ging bereits im Jahre 1964/65 ein Vor
trag uber eine Inszenierung der Rosnerpassion mit gespro
chenen Texten voraus. 
(Die Bearbeitung erfolgte von Dorothea Kiesselbach, Baye
rischer Rundfunk). 

2. Durchfuhrung der Probe 

Die Einstud1erung des Spieles mu8te unter denkbar ungtin
st1gen Bedingungen erfolgen. Auf Grund der-Kommunalwahlen -
im Fr\Jhjahr 1978 sollte auf Wunsch des Gemeinderates die 
Auffilhrung moglichst bald erfolgen. Unter Rilcksichtnahme 
auf die klimatischen Bed1ngungen wurde der gerade noch 
vertretbare TeFmin auf den Spatsommer, den= 13. August 1977 
gelegt. 
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Die Arbeit stand unter groBem Zeitdruck. Die fast tag
liche Probenbelastung der freiwilligen und berufstati
gen Mitwirkenden konnte ebenfalls auf keinen langeren 
Zeitraum als auf 6 Monate ausgedehnt werden. Wenn aueh 
die ersten Sprechproben, beginnend am 12. Januar 1977 
in einem K1assenzimmer der Volksschule anlauf en \llld 
spater dann in das Kleine Theater verlegt werden konn
ten, gab es nach den einsetzenden Stell- und Spiel
proben auf' der Freilichtbilhne bei schlechter Witterung 
keine Ausweichmoglichkeiten mehr. 

Die kurze Zeit bis zur geplanten Auffilhrung lieB weder 
ProbenausfalJ.# noch Verschiebungen zu. Es war notwendig 
be! jedem Wetter den taglicben Probenrhythmus einzu
hal ten. 

Zur Erstellung der gesamten Bilhnendekoration standen 
keine entsprechend eingerichteten Werkstatten zur Ver
ft.igung. 
Die unzulangliche Bebei~ung der Arbe1tsplatze wahrend 
der Winterzeit und die in der freien Halle durchz\lftihren
den Installationsarbeiten fur die Beleuchtungsanlage er
schwerten die Arbeiten erheblich. 

All dies bedeutete eine auBerordentliche Belastung und 
lieB den Ausgang als ungew1B erscheinen. 

3. Mitwirkung 

Im Sommer 1977 wurden die Mitwirkenden zur Rosnerprobe 
/ 

erfaBt. Von 447 Meldungen stieg die Bete1l1gtenzahl auf 
108 Personen an. 

Die Erfassung des Chores ergab am 29. Juni 1976 eine Per
sonenzahl von 92 Sangern und Sangerinnen mit 

32 Sopranstimmen 

27 Alt " 
27 Tenor n 

14 BaBstimmen 
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Diese Mitgliederzahl blieb bis zur Auffil.llrung der Haydn
messe am Dreikonigstag konstant. Bei der Re.formprobe 
wirkten 71 Sanger und Sangerinnen mit. Die musikalischen 
Voraussetzungen .filr den von Tosso Troll zusammengeru.fenen 
Chor waren zu .Anf'ang der Probenarbeit unterschiedlicb. Die 
Arbeit konzentrierte sich in erster Linie auf grilndlicbe 
Stimmbildung, auf die Scbaf.fung eines homogenen Chorklanges, 
auf allgemeine Musikkunde und auf <Ue Einstudierung der 
Haydnmesse. Hiezu waren 21 Gesamtproben und 106 Einzelpro
ben er.f orderlich. 

Die Einstudierung des Gesangs zur Ref ormprobe muBte in 

94 Proben mit~verschieden zeitlicher Dauer geschaf.ft wer
den. 

Von Zuschauern Ull4 Fachleuten erntete der Chor hohes Lob. 
Er brachte eine erstaunliche Leistung in der Prazision 
der Wiedergabe, die von der Schonheit des Chorklanges und 
von hoher Qual1tat getragen wurde. 

4. Musik 

Der Mus1kkorper setzte sich aus insgesamt 83 Musikern zu
sammen, davon 48 Einheimische Ulld 35 auswartige Instrumen
talisten. Nicht alle Musiker konnten aus den eigenen Reihen 
,gefunden werden, weil einerseits die Krafte nicht zur Ver
.ftigung standen, andererseits aber auch Oberammergauer nicht 
zur Mitwirkung bereit gewesen sind. Vor allem aber lieB die 
kurze zur Verfilgung stehende Zeit nicht mehr zu, nur mit 
Laien aus dem eigenen Ort den Anf orderungen gerecht zu wer
den. Durch die nicht von den Initiatoren der ProbeauffUh
rung zu verantwortenden Verzogerungen lag Ja auch der letzte 
Teil der Partitur erst An:fang Mai vor; erst dann konnten 
auch die einzelnen Stimmen ausgeschrieben werden. 
Erstmals am 9. August, drei Tage vor der ersten mit Zu
schauern besetzten Aufftihrung, war es moglich mit dem 
vollzahligen Orchester zu proben. Die fehl~nden Musiker 
'Wl.lrden aus den Nachbargemeinden, vom Musikkorps der 
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1. Gebirgs-Division, sowie von der Augsburger Philharmonie, 
vom Dirigenten angeworben. 

Mit der Erstellung der BUhnendekoration wurde am 1. Juni 1976 
begonnen. Die Nahstube nahm ihre Arbeit bereits am 1. Marz 1976 
auf. Der Bayerische Rund.funk hat der Gemeinde ca. 100 Schein= 
werfer und div. Gerate in einem Sachwert von ea. 350.000.- DM 
zur Durchftihrung der Probe ilbereignet. Etwa zum gleichen 
Zeitpunkt sind die Vorbereitungen zum Einbau der Beleuch
tungsanlage und anderer tecbnischen VorrichtUllgen begonnen 
worden. 

_ Q 

5. Probentatigke~t 

Mit der Zusammenkunft am 2. Weihnachtsfeiertag 1976 wurden 
mit einem Vortrag Uber den histori~chen Ablauf des Passions
geschehens und, einer Rollenbesprechung die offiziellen Pro
ben eingeleitet. Die Spieler waren bereit, ohne Namensnennung 
die Aufgaben in einer Gemeindschaf'tsarbeit zu ubernehmen.Die 
Sprechproben pegannen am 12. Januar 1977 mit einer nur 14-
tagigen Unterbrechung bis zum 11. August 1977. 

In 868 Probestunden angerechnet fur Sp~eler 
" Probestunden fur Mus1ker und Schlagzeug 
" Probestunden fur Chor. 

Der gesamte Zeitaufwand fur Proben wird mit insgesamt 
Stunden registriert. Die Beschaft1gungsze1t fur den 

Spielleiter ab seiner beginnenden Tatigkeit im August 1975 
bis August 1977 bet ragt 25 Monate. Eine tagliche Anrechnung$-

/ 

zeit von 6 Arbeitsstunden ergeben Stunden 

zusijtzlich 

insgesamt 

858 Probestunden 

Stunden 

- -- ----• 
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Als Nachweis dienen 

a) Erstellung der Modelle 
b) EntwUri'e, Zeichnungen 
c) Vorbereitung von 2 Ausstellungen 
d) tlberwachen der Arbeiten im Passionstheater 
e) Uberwachen der Werkst~tten 
i') Beschaffung von Material 
g) Fahrten und Verhandlungen 
h) Mitarbeit bei der Textbearbeitung und bei der 

Ausarbeitung des Treatments. 
1) Spielleitung 

Der gesamte -Spielablaui' konnte er~tmals ~ 9. August 1977, 
3 Tage vor der ersten Aui'filhrung, ilberschaubar erfolgen. 
Au.f Grund des Zeitdrucks war es nicht m~hr moglich, die 
bereits erkannten Fehlerquellen, Kurzungen oder notwendige 
Veranderungen im Spielablauf' herbeizui\ ihren, ohne nicht 
die so nab bevorst ehende Auffuhrung am 13. August 1977 
durch eine Verwi rrung der Spieler zu gefahrdeQ. Aus Ruck
s icht auf die Berufstatigkeit der Mitwirkenden konnten 
die Anfangs- und Endzei~eh des Spieles nicht mehr ver
andert werden. 

Nahtlos leiteten die Proben zur ersten Auffuhrung mit Zu
s chauern am 12. August Uber. Die Bildpresse, Kinder aus 
dem Ort und der naheren Umgebung batten Zutritt. _ ~ 

Auf fuhrung 

Sams tag 

Sonntag 

Montag 
Dien stag 

Mittwoch 
Freitag 
Sams tag 
Sonntag 

13. August 

14. August 

-
15. August 
16. August 

1.7. August 
19. August 
20. August 
21. August 

freier Zutritt f u r die Oberammer
gauer Bevolkerung und sonstige 
Besucher 
Presseauffilhrung, geladene Gaste , 
freier Verkauf 
.freier Verkauf 
Dokumentaraufnahme der Rosner
passi oq durch das Bayer.Fernsehen, 
Regie Anka Kirchner 
freier Verkauf' _.., 
f reier Verkau.f 
freier Verkauf 
freier Verkauf' 

/ 
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Samtliche Aufftlhrungen waren sebr gut besucht oder voll be
setzt, obwohl die Werbung durch die Gemeinde erst spat an
gelaufen 1st. Trotz aller Hindernisse haben alie Beteiligten 
in einer groBartigen Gemeinschaftsleistung, getragen von der 
Begeisterung und Hingabe zum Spiel, eine stark beeindruckende 
und sehr ernst zu nehmende ProbeauffUhrung der Rosnerpassion 
gezeigt. 

Ich bitte Sie deshalb bei Ihrer kritischen Anteilnahme all 
die angefUhrten Tatsachen und dte zu bewaltigenden Schwierig
keiten, die uns diese Au.fgabe erbracht hat, bei- ihrem Urteil 
nicht zu Ubersehen. 

' Wenn auch di~anfanglich ungewol'lnte Reimsprache viel Mtihe 
und Geduld bei der Eipstudierung erforderte, so haben die 
Spieler den Reim bewaltigt. Die seit viele~ Jahren vernach
laBigte Breitenarbeit in der Heranbildung des Spielernach
wuchses sowie auch in der als notwendig erkannten Sprech-

~~~ 
und Stimmschulung, ~ es in diesem kurzen Zeitraum nicht 
moglich, auf diesem Gebiet Versaumtes nacbz'W1olen. Dazu 
darf nicht ubersehen werden, daB m~t den beginnenden Spiel
proben auf der groBen Btihne 

a) in Einzelproben 
b) bei Proben in Gruppen 
c) bei den Szenenproben in all ihrer Vielfalt 

nicht mehr viel Zeit fur reine Sprechproben blieb. , 
DaB te1lweise die gesprochenen Texte in der riesigen Zu
schauerhalle nicht gut verstandlich waren, liegt in erster 
Linie an der mangelhaften Akustik dieser Halle. Ich selbst 
habe i n verschiedenen Rangen vo~ vorderen bis zum r uckwarti
gen Sitzp1atz das Sprechen der Spieler abgehort, ich habe 
festgestellt, daB sowohl in den ersten wie auch ip den 
let~ten Reihen das Wort verstanden werden konn~e, daB aber 
auch uber die gleichgenannten Entfernungen, ob 'an den vorde
ren oder zuruckliegenden Platzen, die Akustik schlecht war. 
Es blieb auch bier keine Zeit, die besten Sprechpunkte auf 
der Freilichtbilhne zu testen. 

Inwieweit es vertretbar ware, die heute entwickelte Ton
technik einzuschalten, mUBte ilberprlift werden. Dies sollte 

' 
- - ein Anliegen der Gemeinde fur das Spieljahr 1980 sein. 



.. 
- 1o -

6. Einbeziehung der Nacht 

Das Nachtspiel bringt filr die Inszenie~g eines Passions
spiels auBergewohnliche Vorteile - Vorteile, die nicht nur 
den optischen Eindruck ilberhohen, sondern sich auch gleich
bedeutend mit dem Spielablauf 4ecken. Es darf nicht tiber
sehen werden, daB auch bier gleich wie am Tage die Natur 
einen wesentlichen Beitrag leistet. Die Verwendung des 
Lichtes bei Nacht muB als eine Bereicherung gesehen werden 
und darf nicht wegen gewisser sehr passionsspieifremder 

Argumente abgewertet werden. Der Ubergang vom Tag zur 
Nacht wirkt auBerdem symbolisch zum gesamten Ablau.:t der 
Passion. - :;; 

{'.,. -
Die s'ti~~.....,.b~m Einzug mit relativ noch hohem Sonnenstand 
neigt sich im Spielablauf bis zum Abendmahl (mit dem Sonnen
untergang). Bei Einbruch der Dammerung mit der beginnenden 
Olbergszene und der einfallenden Nacht im 2. Teil des Spieles 
deckt sich das Geschehen auf der BU}lne mit der Ausweglosig
keit und E1nsamke1t in der Todesangst Christi. Die folgenden 
Stationen beginnend mit der GeiBelung, der Verurteilung, 
bis zur H1nr1chtung laufen mit element~rer Wucht und glanz
los ab, sie verlangen eipe Verschleierung bis zur Kreuiab
nahme. Die Gefahr des Absinkens zur naturalistischen Pein
l1chke1 t wird ausgeschlossen. Das Stilmittel des Lichtes 
1st dabei eine Hilfe, auf die nicht verzichtet werden 
kann. 

/ 

7. Sp1eldauer / 

Die Gesamtdauer des Spieles darf im ersten Teil der Auf-
1 

fuhrung 2 Stunden, im zweiten Teil 2 1/2 Stunden nicht uber-
ste1gen. Die Erfahrung zeigte, ldaB der Spielbeginn auf 14.30 
vorverlegt und der erste Teil um 16.30 beendet wird. Eine 

' 3-stlindige P~use_ 1st apgebracnT. 
Der Beginn des zweiten Teiles kann bereits auf 19.30 Uhr 

I 
vorverlegt und spatestens um 22.oo Uhr beendet werden. Die 
Anfangszeiten hangen im ilbrigeJ von den Spielmonaten ab-

1 ' 
Eine entschiedene Kilrzung· des SchluBteiles muB angestrebt 

werden. 
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Ihre sachliche Kritik und Ihre Ratschlage sollen uns aber 
auch in den noch nicht angesprochenen Organisationsfragen 
bei einer Nachtauf'fUhrung weiterhelfen. Die Unterbringung 
der Besucher und der Gaste wcihrend der Spielzeit, deren 
Unterkunft und Bewirtung erf ordern eine UberprUfung durch 
kompetente Steilen, die auch bereit sind, in dieser Frage 
filr Oberammergau eine zufriedenstellende Losung zu finden. 

a. Verbesse~gsvorschlage und weitere Bearbeitung des Spieles 

Ohne grundsatzliches im gesamten Spielablauf' anzutasten ist 
es erforderlich, den Einzug szeniscµ aus~ubauen, vor allen 
Dingen dahingehend, daB die Christuserscheinung prof ilierter 
zur Wirkung kommt. Auch flir die Musik im ersten Teil sollten 
noch Verbesserungsmoglichkeiten Uberlegt werden. 

Die Buhnenbilder konnten nach ger1ngfugigen Detailveranderun
gen und Kurzungen belassen werden. Die Spielszene~ mit den 
allegorischen Hauptfiguren, die eine starke Aussagekraft 
haben, sollen verbleiben, wahrend d~e Teufelszenen verein
facht und zum Teil gekurzt werden sollen. Ahnliches gilt filr 
die in der Probeauffuhrung noch ?U breit ausgesp~elten Judas
Szenen. 

Die Umbauten mussen te1lwe1se rascher er£o1gen. 

Im zweiten Teil £uhrt eine stapdige Steigerung 1m Spielab
lauf hin bis zur Kreuzigung, wahrend der SchluB dur~h un
notige Langen absinkt. 

Im Detail einige Beispiele: 

Die Engelserscheinung beim Olberg wie bei der Auf'erstehungs
szene muB gestrafft werden, die Texte sollen gesprochen wer
den. Die Rats~und Verhandlungsienen vor Rilatus, .i.Il$besondere 
die MeinungsauBerungen der einzelnen Ratsmitglieder sind noch 
zu breit angelegt und bedurfen einer Straffung. Die bisher ge
wohnte Emporungsszene im Daisenbergerspiel bedarf in der Rosner
fassung einer=8Jlderen Auslegung. Klar herausgearbeitet werden 
mussen die Gruppen der Unschltissigen und Gleichgliltigen UI).d 
derJenigen, die sich in ihrer Haltung nicht von der Masse 
leiten +assen wollen, davon abgesetzt der Pobel ~it dem Ruf 
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"ans Kreuz mit ihm". biese unterschiedlichen Volksgruppen 
sollten im Rosnerspiel klar sichtbar sein. Die Tanze der 
Laster IQliBten in threr Lange reduziert we!'den-. Der Ablauf 
des Kreuzweges bis bin zur Kreuzigung 1st logisch ent
wiekel t und stellt den H6hepunkt in diesep ~pszenierung 
d~r. Die technischen Vorbereitungen zur Aufrichtung der 
Kreuze mlissen 1n aller Stille vor sicb gehen, so daB die 

Gesprache Christus-Magdalena, Bege~ung mit Maria, die 
Worte am Kreuz und d.ie Station der Kle~derberaubung und 
Annagelung (ohne die 1angen Gesprache der Henker und 
Soldaten) ins alleinige Blickfeld gerUckt werden. Bei der 
Kreuzapnahme und zur Salbung steht die mus!kaliscpe Unter
maluh& ,zur breit im Vordergrund. Hier wird e~e wesent
liche Straffung notwe~dig, da sich das Spiel jetzt zum 

SchluB drangen muB, die Grablegungsszene. die Szene der 
Wachter am Grabe, die ~ngelsze~e als auch der Gang der 

~s~ Frauen mussep gestrafft1 odervvielleicht direkt nacp der 
Aufersteh..ingsszene zum SchluBbild y'bergeleitet werden. 
Die hier in Vorschlag gebrachten Anderungen sind ohi'.le 
Schwierigkej.ten durchzufuhren, sie sollen "insgesamt der 
besseren d:ramaturgischen. Proportion des gesamten Spiels 
dienen. 
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FOR RELEASE: 

c.AMBRIOOE, MASS .. , Oct ••••• The American Jewish Canmittee today anno\.ll'lced that 

~leading catholic academic institution in Bavaria, West Gennany, will sponsor 

a symposium of Catholic and Jewish scholars in Munich next JI1Qnth on the relationship 

of the Oberammergau Passion Play to the development of anti-Semtism in G~y 

and in cnristian culture. 

The symposium, which will be held November 19, will be sponsored by the 

Catholic Acaderrw of Bavaria in cooperation with the Arne~ican Jewish Comni.ttee's 

Interreligious Affairs Department. 

Announcement of the SYJii>Qsium was IJ1.ade by , at the annual 

meeting of the AJC's National Executive Council.. The Cm.mcil, the agency's 

highest policy-making body, will continue its sessions ~ Sunday at the 

Hyatt Regency Cambridge FA>tel. 

The A.JC has long been concerned with the effect of the Oberammergau Passion 

Play, and others given in other parts of the world, on Christian-Jewish relation

ships. last July, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, A.JC' s National Director of Int~ 

religious Affa.ir'S, and William S. Trosten, AJC Director of Development, met with 

Dr. Fr'anz Henrich, President of the Catholic AcadE'JilY of Bavaria., on the 

Obe.ranr.lergau Passion Play question. At that time, the AfC leaders suggested 

tl-.at a Ci.al.ague among Catholic and Jewish schoJ,.arS on the historical and 

theological issues represented in the Passion Play oou:id prove helpful, and 

the Acadercy subsequently decided to sponsor a 5Y!DP0Sium on the subject. 

F.abbi Tanenha.um will present one of the I!lajor papers at the symposium. 

He has also been invited to speak in the village of Oberalmnergau following 

the symposi~~ious and historical factors that have oontributed to 

anti-Semitism in Gennany and elsewhere. 

Out.lining the signific.ance of the sympositml, Mr. pointed 

out that "this will be the first time in the history of the Oberammergau 

-~-
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Passion Play, which dates back to 1634, that a Ge:pnan Catholic group of such prestige 

has taken the initiative in coopera1;ion with a Jewish body to examine systematically 

the performances and texts of Passion Plays with a view to recommending :revisions that 

would remove the sources of anti-Send.ti~ that they may contain. More than 20 years 

ago, the AJC made an exhaustive line-by-line analysis of the script then used in the 

play's performance. It concluded that it was a highly anti-Semitic document !'that 

could not help but contribute to the lJ!isunderstahding of Jews and Judaism'." 
I 

Mr>. added that in the past two decades, AJC bas been deepl.y 

concerned with the issue, including the controversy over which version of the Play 

was to be produced. Over the centuries, it has been performed in at least five 

cli£ferent versions. 'The Play, which j.s a major tourist attraction in the German 

town of Oberammergau, is given once evezy ten years. In 1970, more than 500,000 

people from 113 countries witnessed performances. The next series of performances 

is scheduled for 1980. 

The symposium in Munich will focus on five ~jor themes: 

1. The passion of Jesus in historic perspective, including an examination 

of the Hanan occupation of ancient Judaea and the ciretmlStances of Jesus' trial. 

2. The varying interpretations of Jesus' passion in 1!9. different parts 

of Christian scripture. 

3. The death of Jesus and the holy will of God, examining the foreordaining 

·of Jesus' death fran a theological viewpoint. 

4. 'The Good Friday 1i turgy, looking at the ne.aning of the changes that have 

been made in the service s;lnc~ Vatican Council II. 

5. The possibilities and limitations of artistic portrayals of the Passion 

of Jesus. This will include the historic back@x>und of the Passion Play; the 

relationship of the Passion Play to the current :religious climate; and the role 

of the Passion Piay in fostering anti-Semitism throughout history. 
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By 

LE0NAllD SWIDLE11 

PROLEGOMENA 

Fassion Play Antisemitic? 

At the request of the Anti-Defamation League of the B'nai Brith 

I undertook with the help of my New Testament colleague Father Gerard 

Sloyan to make a carefUl analysis of the text to be used at the 1980 

Oberammergau Fassion Play to see whether it contained any serious anti

semitic or antisemitic fomenting elements. The result was a twent~age 

commentar~, which was also translated into German and published along 

with appendjces in a 114 page book: A Commentary on the Oberammergau 

Passionsspiel in regard to its image of Jews and Judaism (New York: 

Anti-Defamation League, 1978). The conclusion we came to was that there 

were many serious .antisemitic and antisemitic fomenting passages. TheJ 

were all specifted, and it was explained how .§Llld why they were both offensi\ 

to Jews and in opposition to the stance the Catholic Church had committed 

itself to through variou~ Vatican II ·and post-Vatican II documents; it 

was recommended that they be changed or eliminated. In the Fall of 

1978 copies of this ~ommentary 1were sent to the responsible persons at 
I 

Oberammergau and cardinal Ratzinger, Archbishop of Munich, within whose 
I 
I 
I 

jurisdiction Cberammergau lies. 

The Oberammergau Text 

In the year 1633, in the midst of the decimating Thirty Years War, 
' 

the plague s,wept through' much of southern Germany. The people of Ober-
1 ammergau, a small village lin a valley of the navarian Alps some fifty 

- -="=-------'-''----· -·-' -~·--------
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miles south of Munich, pledged at that time that they would produce a , 
'I , 

"Passion Play" every ten years, that is, a drama depicting the suffering 
I 

and death of Jesus. Such Passion Plays developed from the medieval 
I 

Mystery Plays of the thirteenth century and subsequently, with the original 

text o! the Oberammergau Passion Play stemming from a fifteenth-century 

Passion Play of a Benedictine monastery in Augsburg, Ss. Ulrich and Afra. 

The text changed over the decades, but a really maJor shift occurred 

with the writing of a new text by the Benedictine monk Ferdinand Rosner 

of the Abbey of Ettai, Just five miles fro~ Oberammergau. (This text 

again gained importance in contemporary times.) 

The large role played by the devil and similar elements o~ the 

Rosner text did not well sult the spirit of the Enlightenment as it 

swept through Gennany in the early nineteenth century and so another 

monk of Ettal, Othmar Weis, wrote another new text for the Passion Flay 

in 1811 and still again in 1815. This text was set to very impressive 

orchestral and vocal music by a native of Oberammergau, Rochus Dedler 
~ 

(expanded and revised in 1950 by another native, Eugen Papst). Tlis weis 

text ~as significantly revised in 1860 by still another Oberammergauer, 

and pupil of Othmar Weis at the Ettal monastery, Father Alois Daisenberger, 

later the parish priest of Oberammereau. It is this Weis-Da1senberger 

text and Dedler-Papst music that has been used for the past one hundred 

and seventy years and has been seen and heard by millions. It is also 

basically this text that is proJected for use in 1980 and which was analyze 

by myself and Professor Sloyan. It is not difficult to see why the 

Oberammergau ~illagers are attached to it. 

Still, there was a move by a significant group of villagers a few 

years ago to promote the use of the Rosner text. r hey even put on a 

full-scale experimental production of it in 1977. but it-failed to gain 

wide support. r.y former theology professor, Father Heinrich Fries, 
I 

Professor of Fundamental Theology and Ecumenism of the Catholic Theological 



,_ ~ ~rr r 
Faculty of the University of Munich remarked to me this June that, after 

having seen it, he considered it quite unsuitable to cou temporary audience r 
j;- - J 

and theology, and indeed to the Gospels. 

The matter of ~hich text to use in 1980 came to a vote in 1978 and 
I 

the Weis-Daisenberger text was voted in. The division of opinion lingered 
I 

on, somewhat augmented by the argument offered by some that the Rosner 

text was less antisemitic than the Weis-Daisenberger. However, it is 

clear to me from ~peaking with people in Munich, Pater Gregor of Ettal, 

Mayor Zwink of Oberammergau and people in the Weinstuben of Oberammergau 
' 

'I 

that the dispute over the Rosner and Weis-Daisenberger texts circled 

around personal, family and dramatic concerns and basi~,had really 

nothing to do with the antisemitism question. Be that as it ~ay, the .. 
democratic decision of the villagers was strongly in favor of the latter 

text and it was that text Mayor Zwink and his colleagues had to work with. 

Catholic and Jewish Concern 

The Catholic and Jewish communities are right to be seriously con

cerned about the impact the Oberammergau Passion }lay has had and will 

continue to have. There have been, and s t ill are, many passion plays, 

but none have attained anything like the world-wide fame that Oberarnmergau 

has--over half ' a million are again expected t o see it next year. But 

beyond those· five hundred thousand people's impressions is the symbolic 

aignif icance and the influence on other passion plays the Oberarnmergau 
I 

Passion Play will have. In 
I 

this matter I 

sensitive on 'in 

(as 
I 

the Jews" Father Edward 

at 1 our_ hands. Still 
I 

more, 

cannot even 9e measured. 

any case, we Catholics need to be extremely 

view of the long history of the "anguish of 

Flannery. titles his history of antisemitism) 

the burden of responsibility !or German Catholic 

Germany 1979 
I I 

This June while in Europe I arranged t o visit Ettal monas tery and 
I 
I 

' ! I 1 / , 
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I 
Oberammergau 

1
(I would also have visited CarQ.inal Hatzinger, but he was 

I 

suddenly called tq Poland with the~Pope--he nevertheless sent a letter 

of 'recommendation in my behalf to Pater Gregor Ruemelein of Ettal and 

~1ayor Zwink of Oberammergau). i was most cordially received by Pater 

Gregor at Ettai, who it turns out was a key person in the revision of the 

1980 text. (The very indication on his part that he was not always 

completely sa~is!ied with the revisions made, because committee work 
' 

always demanded compromises, ' and other statements, evidenced his commit-
I I 

ment to eliminating as thoroughly as possible all elements offensive to 
t Jews. Mayor Zwink's later remarks to me confirmed my Judgment of Pater 
' I 

Gregor's role in the 1980 revision.) He went throu~h his entire file on 

the text, which he placed at my disposal, and du.scussed al~ matters openly 

and at length with m~I received a copy of the revised 1980 text and 

spent some hours comparing it with my marked-up 1970 copy and my Commentary 

I was satisfied that t he great bulk_ of the problems had been a~eguately 

solved. 

In ligh~ of that fact my visit with ~ ayor Zwink was also most friendl. 

he had graciously arranged to open the Rathaus, Town Hall, to meet me 

after the Pentecost Sunday solemr Mass (in the fantastically teautiful 

rococo parish church w1 th a glorious r.~ozart r1a9s with full orchestra, 

choir, and solos, made up entirely of villagcrs--this love of and expertise 

in pageantry and classical music of the r'iozart-Beetnoven era accords 

pe~fectly with their love of their Passion PlaY, whose text and orchestral 

and choral music also stem from the r-:ozart-Beethoven era and style). 

· REQUESTED TEXTUAL CHANGES f>'•ADE 

It will ~erhaps be helpful to look briefly at some 0£ the most 

important changes made in the 1980 text to get a concrete sense of the 
t 

I I I 
progress the Oberammergauers have made in this area, and ~hat remains 

yet to be donP. 

I , I 

I 



' I ..... 
' ' 

People--Crowd--Pharisees 
I 
I 

Some of the .problems were largely concerned with the printed rather 
I 

than spoken text. For example, a number of the extremely hostile lines 

, toward Jesus were qesignated: Y.21! (People), with the obvious danger of 

' I 

I 

implying that the Jewish people as a whole were .complicit in Jesus' death. 

It was suggested that the dramatis personae be changed to something like 

' "crowd," which it was (Voldcsmenge). The same was true of "Pharisees." 

These spiritual forebears of present-day Rabbinic Judaism have been 

unhistorically much maligned in Christian tradition; only in recent years 

have Christian scholars a,nd Church documents begun to rectify this gross 

error. In the 1980 text the Fharisees--who previously had played solely 

negative roles--are totally absent. 

Old Covenant Elimination Eliminated 

A specifically anti-Jewish statement that clearly was contrary to 
• --the teaching of Vatican II, but which persisted in the text of the ~assion 

Play, was simply eliminated from the 1980 text. The portion struck from 

the 1980 text read as follows: at the Last Supper Jesus said, "The Old 
' 

Covenant which my Father made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob has reached 

l. ts end." 

Synagogue 

An even more serious series of offensive statement s focussed on the 

word Synagogue as a symbol of Judaism--among other things, a very un

historical notion since in Jesus' time if anything the ~emple, not the 
I I 

Synagogue, would have been the symbol of Judaism. Some of the more stark 

statements, and their changes, are as follows: 
I 

1 a)' ' ''Judas ••• hastened to I the Synagogue and sold his Master. 11 
( 1970) 

' ' "° I r 

1b) i•Judas ••• hastened to the High Council and sold his fr.aster." ( 1980) 

2a) In bitter ' pangs of- conscience Judas said: "Accursed Synagogue! 11 ( 1960) 
I 



I 

2b) 

lt: !·1-. 
l -1 

~. i I 
a I j 

''Accursed 1Pharieees ! n 
I I IL ~ I 

Totally cdt ( 1980). : 
I ' I 

{1970) 

6 ' \ \ 

2c) 

3a) The High Priest Annas said: "I wish this enemy of the Synagogue were 
'I 

standing in fetters before!" ( 1970) 

3b) Totally cut. (1980) 

4a) The High Priest Caiphas said to Jesus: "So, you are the one who thi.nks 
'l, 
Ii he can bring to ruin our Synagogue ••• (1970) 
, I • 

s • , 1 r 
I 4b) "So' you are the one who thinks he can bring to nun our religion."( 19(' 
: 5 • I ; i ' I 1 

'·:.5a) Ca.iphas said to his cohorts: "This day will see ••• tne honor of the 
'l1 r. JI I I ' 

' • . .. I I I I e. I 

i .1° SY?lagogue iheightened. v ( 1970) 
I I ~ ' 

'.. Sb) T~tally cu'.t. ( 1980) . . 
6a) A.ft er the 1condemnat1on of Jesus by Fil ate, Ca1phas sa±'d: "Triumph! 

Victory: ls ours! The enemy of the Synagogue ie annihilated! 

People: 'Long live the Synagogue! '" ( 1970) 

6b) Caiphas: "Victory is ours! Rejoice! Our faith is rescued!" The 
f 

rest is cut. (1980) 

I I 

"The Jews" 
' I ' I 

One of l the l sensiti~~ problems of Chri3tian antisemitism is the kind 
I I ! 

of talk that ' states o~ implies that the Jews as a whole were guilty of 
I 

I . 
the death of Jesus--as 1'f Jesus himself' and his followers were not also 

I , . : , 
Jews, and oblivious of the fact that the vast maJority of Jew$ in the 

. I I I I I i 
world t~en had never even heard of Jesus. Sometimes this problem is 

I I I • 
I ' I ,I 

raised by simply using the term "the Jews," thereby implying the Jews 

as a whole, ! ~he Passion! Play had three such texts, one of which went 
I I I I 

through an in~eresting evolution. The 1960 text has Jesus sa~ to Fllate: 
I I I I ' I '. I ' I ' I 

"If my kingaom were of this world, then my servants would have fought so 
I ' ' I I 

that I woul~ ~ot have fallen into the hands of the J ews." rhe 1970 text 
I i I ! I · !1 I 

changed to : " ••• into the hands of _!he High Council." The 1980 text 
I I ' I 
I ' I i t 1 

went even :fUrt1~'""r: " ••• into the ha' 3 of my enP,.,..,es. 11 

!1 I :1 I -
I I I Ii 

J I . ,1 ,, I I I f :; 1 I f J ,. 

' 



.. 
II·• -

I ., ' 

A similar, but n'ot as completely sa t1sfactory, te~tual evolution 
I : 

' I I I ' 
occurred when the Roman court recorder is made to read (in the 1960 text): 
I I 11 1 . , 1 

· "I, Fontius Pilate, Procurator in Judea of the mighty Claudius Tiberius 
' I l . : I 

Caesar, at ,the d
0

esirej of the High Priests, Sanhedrin, a,nd the_ whole people 
I ' ' I 

I ! of the Jews pronounce the death sentence upon Jesus." The 1970 text 
J 

I ! 111 , • 
was changed to: 11 . : •• the whole people of Jerusalem ••• 11 ln 1980 the text I I I I -

will read: ,,; ••• the people of Jerusalem •••• " The shift then went from 

the whole Jewish people, to the whole people in Jerusalem, to the people 
l 

in Jerus~lem. The unsatisfactory quality of the 1980 text is that it 

)/might still imply tnat all the people. of Jerusalem ha,d condeill!led Jesus--
. 

which from the evidence of the Gospels clearly was not the case. However, 

earlier in the 1980 Oberamtnergau Passion Play a great dea~ of attention 

is given to the fact that the enemies of Jesus deliberately rounded up 

their supporters to form the crowd and constantly egged them on, so that 

it should be clear to the aud,ience that it was only ap orchestrated mob 

of ward healers who condemned Jesus rather than the whole "people of 
I 

Jerusalem. "I The 1980 printed text even adds a new subheading stressing 
I' 

the manipulation of the crowd by Jesus' priestly enemies: "The Priests 
. . I -

Bring the Stirred Up Crowd 0ver to Their Side." 

~ The third text shifted abruptly from 1970 to 1980. In the earlier . 
I • 

texts Pilate said: "I wi).l have nothing to do with these · proposals of 

the Jews." ,In 1980 Pilate says: "l will under no circumstances have any

thing to do 1
wi th the charges of the ijigh Priest." 
I• 

People 
I j' I ' 

~ f ,.., f) t- ~ like problem often turns up with the use of the term "people" 
) 

(Volk) i~plying the whole people, as mentioned above. Again, there was 
- I 

a very interesting evolution of one passage of the text. rhe 1960 text , , , I 

read: "'In this People, 1 says the Lord, 'I have no more pleasure,'" In 
' 

19701 the text changed to: "'In these sinners' ••• ," and in 1980 it will 
'I 
I I· 
I I 



read: "'In such sacrifices' •••• " 

The shift was more abrupt, and just as complete, in a second instance. 

The text up to and including the 1970 version had a hymn which read: 

Have you then no mercy, oh, deceived and misguided PeoFle? 

• • • • 

A furious, blinded People which ceases not its clamor• 

The term People was totally elim~nated in 1980 by the sirnyle device of 

dropping the lines that contained it. 

"His Blood l3e On Us and On Our Children!" 

In only one of the !our Gospels, Matthews, does the J>hrase ''his 

blood be on ·us and on our children" appear, even though all four Gospels .. 
treat of the scene of Pil~~e and Jesus before the manipulated Jewish mob. 

Hence, even though we now know that that phrase 1~ a kind of technical, 

metaphorical term meaning that the group involved was giving its approval 

for the~egal Judgment JUSt st~ted, there is. at least one documentary 

source for the pl'l'rase being uttered~. by the crowd. However, until 

the 1980 text the Fass ion rlay text repeated i. t 1, 1 v~rious ways no less 

than seven times! 

Choir: Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 

May the Lord avenge the blood of the Son on ~ou. 
I 

People:May it come upon us a,nd upon our children' 

Choir: May it come upon you and your children • 

• • • • 

Pilate: I am innocent of the blood of this JUSt man! 

' 

I Priests and People: We take it \lpon us! 

Let it be you~ ~espons1bil1ty! (' 1"f" l 

His blood come upon us and 

upon our children! . 
• • • • 

Pilate: • •• I have no share in t r "s blood-guil t. iet it 

--- -- - - - -·- --~ __ ~ ____ .!, _ _ __ - ~!_ - . _ --- - -- ·- ---- ·- --- - - -----~----~- · - ··- - - - - ·•L 



' 

be as you have cried aloud: it falls upon 

you and upon your children! 

r 
I 

~riests and People: Good' It falls upon us and upon our children! 
(This last line in 1960, not in 1970) 

The impact of this unhistorical, grossly misleading and highly antisemitic 

mach1negun-like repetition must have been massive. It has been vastly 

modified in the 1980' text. The first three scourging lines above have 

been replaceclby the following verse, which, though it has a certain de

liberate ambivalence (the Paschal Lamb of Exodus and the New Testament), 

is surely a huge improvement: 

0 People of God' 0 People of God! 

The Blood of the L~b purifies you from all guilt; 

It grants you for certain and forever the favor of Gt>d 1 

The next four statements above are reduced to the single I•iat thean sentence: 

Fr1ests and Crowd: His blood be on us and on our children' 

Vashti, Synagogue, Jews--1~eJected of God 

Perhaps the most aalcedly antisemitic portion of the Passion Play text 

is -a section of poetry, which has also undergone a thorough-going evolu

tion. The essence of the poatry (sung by a massive Creek-style chorus) 

in its 1960 form was a strangely perverted typology depending on the Book 

of Estner. Queen Vashti, a Gentile, is reJected in favor of ~sther, a 

Jew; but then the parallel is said to be that the Gynagogue is reJected 

in favor of the Gentiles. ~hroughout the poetry runs the near identifi

cation of the reJected Vashti, the Synagogue, Jerusalem, d.nd the Jewish 

people--all thrust aside by God in a blatant bit of antisemitism. Follow· 

ing is that poetry as +t appeared up to 1980 (with the few variations 

between the 1960 and 1970 texts both given): 

People of God' Your savior is near to you; 

The one long promised you has come. 

0 hear him' Follow his lead! 

0 



I I 

l 
•1 
'I 

I '• ' ' 

t I 

.. ~,i\"~I"' 
""j.,.I 

'I 
I 

Blessing and life will he bring you. 
1- I 

I 
' (But Jerusalem shows itself blind and deaf--1960 

· But the city Jerusalem shows itself blind--1970) 
! I 

It pushes the proffered hand away. 
I , [ ! 
Therefore the All High also turns himself from it, 

I I 

I' . 
And lets it sink into its own destruction. 

, i I 
I 

Vashti proudly dislains the royal b.anquet; 
I . I 

.11 
Enraged 'over this, the king thrusts her 

I t I 
r I \ ... f 

Out of his sight and chooses 
: • ; t 11 J 

A more noble soul for his spouse. 

(Thus i~ the Synagogue also thrust aside; 

The Kingdom of God is taken away from it, 

Given to other Peoples 
-

Who will, bring the fruits of righteousness.--all cut in 1970) 
'I I, 

Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 
I .Return to· your God! 

! I 
Scorn not with evil mockery 

I' 
The warning call of grace; 

That not~ 1 unholy one, on you 
I I I 

In full measure one-day be poured 

The anger of our God most high! - I I 

(:But 
I, 

alas! The 
11 

I 
, But alas! The 
I 

1 • 

With evil! mind 

prophet murderer--1960 
I 

impenitent sinner--1970) 

wan d'ers on • 
I 

I I ~ Therefore, thus says the Lord 
I I 

(This People I will have no more.--1960 
I II 

This ci~y I will have no more.--1970) 

11 : : 
See Vashti, see! The proud one is cast out! 

11 

-
A type of ..tr he Lord has designed for the 

·-~_J I ~ - - I / 1 

vn ap;ogue 

IV 

.. 



" I 
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11 
' • I · i ' 'r 

1 I fl: 1 

! I I 
l
"Removle 

1 

Yfhself from my throne 
I • l :I ' : ;·I· 1 I : ' ~ I 
You proudl ~l.'fe, unworthy of the crown!" 

; 
1 I [JI t rlh ' 1 

Thus spoke, Ahasuerus in wrath. 
: ·I JI ~ ~ p : I I 

"Yoursl lfairest Esther, yours it is 
i I i ,, ; 11 I· 

, This d~ ll~beside the king to reign 
I I I j I I 
1 l 1 .r 1 • 

Here Chosen :for the royal throne·'' 
I ·! ! II l·li 11 • I I 
"The, time ' of grace has passed away; 

: 11' j1j!1 I I 

I 1 w11lll cast ·1ou t this proud ( People--1960) ( ci ty--1970), 
I . :i,; I :I ~11 ~1111 I I 

1Even l asj:11 live," thus says the Lord. 
,_ i 11 .,·,·~ r·r l I I I ~ t I • 

'A; bette~ people He will choose 
i ': t l J iii· ~ l ' . 

Espoused to him for evermore, 
I q . 

• ! 
Like Esther was to Ahasuerus • 

. I 1:j: 
Jerusalem! ! Jerusalem! 

,! l I r 

11 I 

,You sinners, hear the word of God: 
I 11 - ; 

Do you , st~ll wish to find grace, 
' I ! I 11 I . I I 

·Then put forth from your hearts 
I ' l I '. I I ' i I i 
The leaven of sins . l l 

I IT 

I i 'J I ' I ' . !r 'I I i 

The cr
1
as$, reJection1st theology reflected in both versions of this 
I 11 I 

I 
verse was u~fortunately traditional Christian theologv for many, marJy 

'1 1: 1 I I 

centuries, and1 1thus it is sadly not Ununderstandable that l. t should still 
I' I! , 

have been operative in 1960 (though in the shadow of the horror of the 
II ; I I 

Holocaust!). But in 1970, five years after the "ryeclaration On the 
I I ,j I . I . 

Relation of: the Church to Non-Christian Re l igions" of Vatican II, where 
I 1· . I I I I 

I I 11 : I t I I ' 

it was stated,1 "God holds the Jews most dear •••• He does not repent of the 
I II 1· I i I •' ! l I I I 

promises he.1 make~ o., '1i ~the ~l!! _.B e issues, 11 the continuance of such a 
I Ii 11 I I : I, 1 I : I I: 

theology {desplte the ~elat~vely minor revisions made) is almost incom-
, lj I I I 

prehens1 blel! 1' , • 1 ' • 
I II i I I ' 

' I I ; I I I I Ii 
j'l'he ~9?0 it'ext total~yj eliminates l this reJectionist theology, though 

, , '•I i' I l, ! i l 1:' 
. I ' I I 1 j ' 

I I I! ' I I 
:l T' 11 I I 



fo2 I 

" 
I 1 

' 
' I 

:a perhaps slight ambivalence remains. Still, the improvement~ is massive. 
I . 

It was accomplished mainly by strenuous cutting. r he earlier fifty lines 
• I 

.of verse are now reduced to fifteen. The perverted Vashti-Esther, Jews-
' Gentiles image has completely disappeared (thereby eliminating not only 

a strQl'lge antisemitism, but also avo1d1ng the intrinsic sexism Of the 
I I 

story). No rejection of Judaism is mentioned • .1.ather, there is a plea 

for the People of God not to reject their savior; but this People of 

God is all humanity (perhaps through the diaphany of the Jewish People) 
I , 

who are bade to reJect instead their sins: 

People of God! Your savior is near to you; 

The o~e long promised you has come. 

0 hear him! Follow his lead' 
• I 

Blessing and life will he bring you. 

0 you my People! 0 you my People! 

Return to you~God! 

Scorn not w1th evil mockery 

The warning cai1 of grace; 

. -

That not, People of God ("unholy one" in 1970!), on you 

In full measure one day be poured 

rhe anger of our Go~ most high' 

0 humanity ("sinners" in 1970), hear the word of God: 

Do you still wish to find grace, 
! : I 

Then put forth from your hearts 

The leaven of sins. 

UNREQUESTED TEXTUAL CHAl:GBS MADE 

Basically all the above discussed revisions had been recommended in 
I : 

the Commentary published by the ADL. How~ver, a number of additional 

improvements w~re also mad which w~ t beyond wr~ t had been recommended. 

11 I I 

1. 
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I 11 ·1 
•I ,, 
' 

I • '• • 'I 'i 
. : r 
~ They are worthy of note, though 

,., j I 
.. , . : . I : i . 

' ' 1 I Jehovah 

they are of varying substance. 

1!1 I : . I 
1 

• 

;.(
1
· :.: ,

1,,J ,'.. iFlrst, 
1

1o'n the positive side: It has long been a pious practice fl \ ' I 1 

I· ,~on1g obser\rant Jews not to speak out loud the proper name of God, Yahweh 
':Iii I 1' i' I I 
• '::(or , Jehovah ~ as earlier scholarship thought l. t was pronounced), but to , 
t1:., -1 J I I 
•• ' I I 

(Thus, I was puzzled when I first visited Jewish , . 1 1~bstitute ~synonym. I l I I • 

:· •1 servi'ces and l.n following the prayers saw the letters JHWH and neverthe-
'. :. ii: ' I - 'I 1 lj r !, ' l~ss 

1 
heard people recite Adonai--Lord.) According to Pater Gregor, out 

'~ • • 111 f ; ~ I , t ' l ' 111 I , , 

'~; ~f sensitivity to this ,custom the 1970 text already had substituted 
I II ! I'' I I . I ' I • 

'"Eternal One", or "fv1ost H1 ghn for Jehovah. 
' l 
I ' I 

Godless ~urderers 

I . 
In the 1 texts previous to 1980 there was some poetirJ which three times 

referred to the enemies of Jesus as murderers and once as Godless. That 1 

I 

hard language was somewhat softened to the following: 
I • 
1 

The venge::lnce of the Godless feeds impiously on his martyrdom (1970) 
I 

The pitjless feed impiously on his martyrdom (1980) 
I 

I 

J:ehold ! HMeed between (murderers 1970) (robbers 1980) 
I I 

He himself forgives his (murderers 1970) (enemies 1980) 
l 

. 
And instead .of hating the clique of (murderers 1970) (impious ones 19E 

1
1 I I 

1 J
1

e~s--Conni ving Merchants 
I ' I l ! 

In the 1texts up to ~980 two scenes were devoted to the connivance 
: l ' : . 

of the Temple merchants in t he betrayal of Jesus. Such scenes were 
I 

completely fi~titious, having no documentary, or even legend~ry, basis 
I 

I I whatsoever • . However, as rater Gregor pointed ou~, so as to avoid even 
; I ' ! ' I ' ' the possibility of the viewers' stereotyping Jews with conniving merchants ., 

I I " I 'as betrayers of Jesus these scenes 

: 1· . ;I[ J 
I 

~ I 

• I I f I ! 

i : 

~ . (. 
I ' ,, 
: I 
I I 

I 

were entirely eliminated. 
I 

I 

I 
f' . 
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' I r ' 
•/ • I 'l 1: I 
1i i ~ · '1 1 ! Greetings To ;our Jewish Brothers and Sisters . 

- "\ 

:r1· .:-, i , : i i ' I 
" J 1l . 
1··' 

1
1' Again on the positive side, but this t.J,me in a mo.t>e obvious and .. , I 
' ' ' 

:1 substantial ~ay, the 1980 text dramatically adds a greeting to the ,, 
' -

· .. Jewish People. At the very beginning of the Play is a Prologue in which 

"all are greeted who are here united in the love of the savior to follow 
' • 

mou~ning on the path of his Passion •••• Pray, pray with us since the hour 

has come for us to keep our sacred vow to the Eternal One." Into the 
' I 

·_midst of that welcoming of the audience is no'w inserted the following 
' I ' I 

· 'I I 1 

, :. greeting td the Jewish People: 
! t 

n • ' Greetings also to you ~rothers and sisters of the people from whom 

the savior came. We here in no way wish to look for guilt- in others; 

-rather each person should recognize himself as guilty in· this event. 

God has perceived everyone as united in disobedience. 

This explicit greeting of Jews (which incidentally aga.incsnows a 

sensitivity in avoiding sexist language by specifically greeting both 
I 

Jewish sisters and brothers) follows traditional Christian theology 
I 

which perceives every hu~an being as complicit in evil in the world, and 
I 

I 
therefore sharing in responsibility for the evil visited upon all human 

I I• 
I I 

beings, v1h1ch in a special wa.y is focussed in Jesus of Nazareth as the 

meeting point of the human and divine. Thus all human beings traditionall ' 
I 

are said to share in the sufferings and death of Jesus. Hence Jews as 

fellow sinners share no more and no less than all others in this guilt. 

Such a 

beyond 

I ' I I 

theolo'gy, of course, cannot form a basis for ant1sem1t1sm • .But 
I 

that, :such 
I 

Jt the 

I 

J 
a friendly greeting and disclaimer of ocapegoating 

l very outset of the Passion Play is to be greeted. 

DESIDERATA 

' I I j I 

Of the i;ecommenda~il?nf" 
·I ' ' I 
' ! 

I 

made in the Commentary, all the maJor ones 



. J· , . i '" I . I ' ,J. 'ritii. I ' • • • • I 

'" I I •11'-
1

1 ~·1' ~ l I l l r I 

• " r I i • ' 
• I t I t 1 

i I 

I- I I' I • 

were followed at least adequately. 
' I ' I I I I I I . 

!Ully accepted, all.were of relatively 

15 ' 
1of those that were not at all or not 

minor stature, that is, they per-
I ,I I I I ' 

tain not to the ~but the bene ease of a solution of the problem of 
, . r 1 

' I • ~I ,I I I I 
. antisemitism in the Oberammergau Passion Play. They fall into five ca-

1, 11 • ' I I I 
· tego~i'e~. · · • 

1 
• 

•. I I I 
I· · Pontius Pilate 

· 1 ·I 
I I I 

We know from documentary evidence (e.g., near contemporary writers, 
' I I ii: 

I I ' I I 1 I 
Josephus 1and Philo) that Pilate was an.uncommonly bloodth1rst1, self-

,. I I I I' ' ' I l I I I ' ,l ,, 1 , 1 I 

se~king , Roman ruler. Although the Gospels, !or political reasons, mo-
:1: 1i\!'.·1 1 " '1 1 '!~ o1 ·1 • 
• der~~ed ' his image somewhat, the text of the Passion Play goes much farther 

t \ r t 1 1 I 
J I t I • I 1 1 I 

and depicts Pilate as a very sympathetic, noble Roman who against all his 

best instincts was forced into allowing Jesus' death by evil Jews. As 
I 

noted above, the 1980 text makes it quite clear that it is onlJ a small 
I 

group of hostile Jews who were complicit in the plot against Jesus' life, 

so that the whitewashing df Pilate would no 1011ger pla/ such an important 
- I I 11 

role_ as a foil to s~t off ! the evil Jews. Still, Jesus' -enemies were 

mainly ~ Jews. , Hence a whitew,shed Pilate would still f'ulfill to some ex-
1 I I' 

I tent -a foil .f'Unct1on. I ,I : I I 

- The 1980: text does eliminate at least two statements by Pilate which 
I 

unwa;rra.n tedly' paint him with virtuous hues. At one point in the earlier 
I ·, I I I I 

versions Pilate said of Jesus that perhaps he is the son of a god, aLd 
~ I . r 1 

at another he 1 said that J ~sus "had so mu ch that is noble in his face, in 
- I ' I 1 1• I 

his bearing. ' His speech also testifies to such noble frankness and a 
I ' I II I 

nature 
1
so highly gifted ~hat he seems to me a ver., learned man •••• What if 

I I I 
he _,w~e re all~ of higher ! descent. 11 Bo th of these implausible statements 

1 - I I I I ~ I' i I 

are cut in 1 thb 1980 text~ 1 ! Ho~ever, the follwwing highly unl1kelJ state~ 
: I l I ' l ' j 1 ;, I • 1 : I r 

1 1 , I . I r 

rnernt of Pilate 'remains: 'f I ' wiil.l do everything 1 can to save this Jesus." 
I 'I I I II I I 

Thus, 
1
wh1le the 1989 text is significpitly "improved" by portraying 

I I I ~ I· I I I I I I I 

Pilate in an h1stor1cally more correct negative manner, it would be further 

I I I 'j I II ) I 

, I i ~ I 
'.

1

1 It I 

' i 

1 

' 

. 
I 

I .. 
r 

j 
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improved 
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by i ~haracteri~irg him as the treacherous tyrant he WaS~ 

1 1 Old 'Covenant--Earlier Covenamts 

I I 

'It was pointed out in the Comm~ntary that the term "old coventant" 
, I 

(or "old testament") is inaccurate, misleading, .nd liable to foment 
I 

antisemitism, for in the Hebrew Bible there were several succeeding 
' 

covenants, each adding to,mot replacing, the preceeding ones--the same 
I · being true of Jesus' "new" covenant. Thus, there was no "old" covenant, 

' 

I ;1 , 
1 only earlier~ j~nreplaced, covenants. The 1970 Passion Play text used the -

Ii 

·term old covenant twice, once placing it incomprehensibly in the:mouth 
i 

'of Jesus, who; as mentioned, above, was made to say: "The old covenant 
' which my father had made with Abraham: Isaac, and Jacob has reached its 

end." The 1980 text happily has struck that. However, the second use of 

the term old covenant has remained in the 1980 text. There is a reference 

to the sacrifice of the old covenant in a choral poem. Be~ause of the 
-context the

1
problem is minor, though it would be better if the term 

I , 

old covenant iwere completely avoided. 

I I ' I 
j 1 I : 

Yeshua--Jesus 
! 
j . 

It was su1ggested 
I 

in1 the Commentary, fon the sake of greater historical 
I I 
I 

accuracy and of making Jesus appear the Jew that he was, that instead of 
I '- • 

the unhistorical name Christ the historically correct one, Jesus (or 
. 

better, Yeshua, as Jesus actually was addressed in Aramaic or Hebrew), 
I 

be used. ~his was not :so much a matter of eliminating antisemitism as 
I ' 

acknowledging 1the Jewishness of Jesus. In fact, no one in the r,ssion 
• ' ! I . . [ 

Flay .eve, r · addrlesses Jesus a§ Christ, nor does anyone address him as Jesus 
ii • I 

( except1 him mother on twb occacions). That !is understandable enough. 
I I I 1 

The problem he're is ma1njl.y o:pe of ~he printe'ct text where as a speaker 
. ' 

Jesus is always named Christ, and until 1980 most printed dramatic in-
1. I I 
jh j <;.< 

$tructions also used th'e name Christ. In the 1980 text most of the 
I I 

I 

I I I , 
" 

I , 

I 
I I 

11~ t 

- - - - - -- - --- ... --- - -
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• ~ • 1 I ' 
latter now use Jesus, tho~gh the speakine lines are still all designated 

f r ! ~ ' I • , ' I I Ii 
"~ "Christ." It would be a still further advance in an accurate depiction 
' \ I I I 

I ' 

of Jesus if1this latter were also changed to Jesus, or Yeshua. aecovery . 
I . I 

of a :1sense of the Jewishness of Jesus would help to substitute philo-
" I I I 
semi~ism for

1
antisemitism. 

I 1' 

Rabbi 
t " I , I 1 

: ·,f~ 1 
_ At the , time of Jesus the word "rabbi" probably was still only a 

!'· . ! , I · l 1n 
P' form 1of address (meaning "my master"( or "my teacher"), but not yet a 

r 1,1 , • • . . 1 , 
? ~ I I I ~ 

- ~ title• That is, one as yet did not speak in the th;ird person of ~ "my 
l ' ' : I • , ~ ~ I I t 

· · te-.cher," "rabbi." Hence, J. t is unhistorical, and quite undo cum en ted, 

" 
I • ~ 

to hi.Ve a character in a Passion Play entitled 11aabb1." But such a char

acter does e~ist in the Oberammergau Flay. The facts that he is very 
-, 

' 
hostiCl.e toward Jesus and that rab"bis are contemporary symbols of Jews 

and Judaism t~nd to foster the notion that Jews as such were hostile - ~ 

I 

toward Jesus. • This is especially ironic since Jesus was most often addresc 
' 1 I 

by his disciples as ''rabbi." Thus it would best accord WJ. th historical 
I , , ~ . 

data ,ill1 the lessening of fostering antisemitism if there were no char-
! I I I 

I J I I I 

acter in Passion 1Flays ,entitled rabbi, and especially not only ones hostil ~ 
.. I I.: I . 

toward Jesus;!, conversely, it would also best accord w1 th 1u.story and 
I I I • • I 

prope'rly promote ph1losem1 tism (that is, the love of Jesus' people) if 
11 

Jesus would 'De addressed as "rabbi." 
I 

l
: ! I "Old Testament'' Characters vs. Jesus 

I I, I 

I 
A numbe~ 1 of ;characters in the ras~ion Flay are eiv~n n-...es of well-

kn'own Hebre~ 1
iigulres from the' "Old Testament ": Moses, Ephraim, Jo{)'1.ua, 

I • - I I I • 
ZadolC, Ezechiel, 1and Boaz; 

1
all are very unattractive figures, s ervine 

I ' ' I I I 
as !~~ls forl ~es~s. Since ~ost viewers of the rlay will unconsciously 

I I I, I 
J.dentdfy the well-known names with Judaism, the immediate effect of this 

- I I I I r ! l i I r 

JUXtaposi ti on is .
1
'to give th'e impr ession that the "Cld Tes tam en t" stands 

I . il I 
• I 

I 1 I I I 

·- - . ____________ _.___, 



r 

' . • 
11, 
I 

·-· -rs- .. r-

and th-.t it is driven out by him, as the He.::i1:_r,ew 

characters in the_play are driven out of the Temple by Jesus. 
' I 

.. 1· 
Vlhen the' Second Vatican Council stated "the Church of Christ 

· ackno~ledges 'in God's plan of salvation the beginning of her faith and 
. .1 

;-election is to be found in the partiarchs, roses, and the prophets •••• Nor 

' can she forge,t that she draws nou;rj.shment from that good olive tree 
'l • l 

unto which th'~ wild olive branches of the Gentiles have b~en grafted 
I 

(cf. Rm 11: 17-24)," 1 t became unacceptable for Catholics to continue 
\ 

I ' I 
1 

'.{it, df. course
1 

never really was "accep~able") to set the "Old Testament" 
I I 

'over against the New--Mo s~s , Ephraim, E2echiel, et(., over against Jesus. . . 
The 1980 Passion Play text does eliminate Moses, but the other Hebrew B1bl£ 

characters re~aln. This of course is basically only a pr~blem of the 
l 

printed text, not one for the hearing audience, but it should nevertheless 

be rectified. 

A Jewish Jesus r 

I i 
It ,was ~fted in the Commentar4 that '1el1minating the 'trouble spots' 

in the presenr · text is of course an important first step, but•· it is only 
II 

a first step~' It is to be hoped that those responsible for the Ober
"! 

-.mmergau Passion Play will be motivated to wrestle more profoundiy with 
I J 

the problem and come up ~ith creative means which will move beyond the 

negative task ,. of eliminating elements that are or could be seen as de-
1 I~ 
· er~ding to Jers and Jud21sm--and hence also distorting of our Jewish~rooted 

!
Christian fa1th--and begin the positive task of probing and promoting 

I ! I ' •, I 
11the Jewish heritage pervading 'the foundation of Christianity. 

I i , 

I 
11 rhe Amet1c•m Catholic bishops, among many other Cath9_l:ic.., Q,Q.urrch 

1J 

' leaders and t~eologians, provide us with a beginning list of ~ome of the 
I I', 

Jewish elements in our Christian heritage: 'Christians have no t fully 
1 I 

I 
appreciated their Jewish roots. Early in Christiem history a de-Judai&i.ng 

I 1 I 
proces6 dull~d ' r awareness of our Jev.iish beginnings. rhe Jewishness 

I . 
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~ 0£ Jesus, of his mother, his disciples, of ~he primitive C1ruch, was lost 
t : l ; f 1 , ~ 

£rom view. , ;That J"esus was called Rabbi; that he was born, 11 ved and 
I ' ' 

died under t;tle Law; that He and Peter and Paul wor~hipped in the Temple--
' these facts were blurred by the controversy that alienated Christi.ens 

. . I 
from the Synagogue.' It is these and other aspects of the Jewishness 

I . 
of Jesus and early Christianity that need to be pondered and drawn into 

I , 
the t e:xts ~d very structures of Passion Plays." That important work 

I i l 

still, lies ll'~gely anead. 
:J '/A •, I 
It " I 
I I 
I 

- ' I '• CONCLUSIOU I , 
' I " ' 

" 

I , , ' 
I •i •' 

Nevertheless, the important first step of eliminatil')g the "trouble 

spotsu has, in my Judgment, been adequately taken. Atl oi the essential 
I 

problems, as well as many lesser ones, have been sati~factorily ta.ken 

care of and even a few positive steps have been , ventured; only a few 
I 

secondary problems have n6t yet bc~n comple t ely resolved. 1'his is no 

sm~ll accornp~ishment. ~hanks is due to Pater Greeor, the responsible 

people at Oberamrnergau, I the An ti ... :befamation IJeague, and the others who 

helped move the issue this far, and encouragement should be given to the 
I I 

carrying out ,of that second, even more difficult, step of developing a 
I ,, 

philoserait!c Passion Play. 
I 

.. I 
- I 

I ' 

Leon d Swidler is rrofessor of Catholic Thought and Interreligious I I j -

Dialogue at Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, Editor of the Journal 
J Ii I 

""ofc:_Ecumeni_cal Studies, Jnd a Concu_lt.or to the Secretariat for Catholic-
!' I I 

Jewish Relations of th1e National Conference of Catholic Bishops (U .s.). 
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'1.' • , ~iamweipu, ~ Irma Denni. 41'.·-•hq '9per~~s • . locals mt"eiul· io-iet .. ~•tnulchn;'i/ _ ·-- - ~ re110wnec! m Bavana 
IN THIS STORYJ}OOK village $5 souverur shop' m her spare bme, · will Co!llri'ss ball' - •· , ' • • fi its Wood Cifver'a •ScbOol Students 

miles south of MuDidl ciD the 'Austrian share the role of Mary with Martha >· "' · :-;; : L - - ...... c!M.ens of nattOna are coached m 
border, the pliy msplrid by a mlracle 1S Wiedemann, a1}j.Yel!.Hld se~' j ~· After that If l{1Jton a!_!d Shera!OD -old Woricf&rt A:iid for tbOse too poor 
about to llllfold '1•' :·_,") , -" ~' - To uahfy for a:. ..... m'the 'Passion should show up .with, a convention of, .... P@rticipate,' tools, ire prowled by the 
~'It• 11·• .... . ~1. that ..._ __ f ....... a Pl q -t be .w-_: •• • of ..... Shrine rs, 1t wo~d 1beo<l~"to Jtell - ~.- ,.__ ... - ,;. ,• ~11, , 

~ ":ll'i~- !1_,... • t_.. ay one mus e1......- a na .. ve ...., Oberammer""u rrom St: u..oi..."ii'. .. .,.._..,. • "' , ,.. 1 •• • ' ww made nearly B Je¥S te> when the hWe woodcarwn" ~"or 'a riSldent • 1 .. - • ....., '\"' .:. '" , ... ~Becatse of its wide fame as a wood-
Black •Pl~-thr~eiled, 1to', wipe out for20yeanormore · ' • · ·• ~.1l!!}IDl~y~~~-~ \J?'vm• Vlllage~ Olierammerpu draws 
Oberammerpu. '>1 ~ Perf ..... / l_\,,;:...::,. ~a 30 . F:,or~"t"·~miriliSlt YQt ' crowds veven •dur~ time ,em 
• Acnm ~ tbe dread disease bad onnances ..... ~ . a.m stnct 1111 ........,. , • wtien the Passion Play 1S11' t m prodiic-

claimlihmtOld ~ of hvis - and 64 coccJude at 5 Pm • With a, tbree- • Tear- down, a strudure ml 111>' iliiilt bOiiJ' 'i M ,-, ' ,' • • 

Ifi Obe-rawmerg.U raid~ rmged hour midday~ ~ • co~e'another fesemblq lL Ewn 'r. ti?! • ~ • 
the.tr vlllageS wllh' ~. sealmg"' off the NEARLY EVERY family m,Oberam- P8lJ'S to emtmg bwld111P,filf uDder-the 6;~ onto~ U: !:~r:.~= 
tiny bamlet.-Outsideni were forbidden to merpu will be repreaented m tbe 1980 ~ oI the Town CollllCll ,, -· - ... -
mer And ~ who left co¢dn't ~ production All males,~ SroWma beards - l!O!J! rellgio~ figures to cuckoo clocks _ 
tum t; , , , • • ;; .,, . ' and Iona bai.r Everyone but Pontius 111E PLAY Fl'SELF takes'Place m • ;:. Wlule Oberammergeau IS couched m 
'" But i bogieslck ~llllger, ~upar Pilate, who trad1tlonally appears on relatively new covered audltonum witb @glon, its vices are vlSlble Its three 
Schwier, eWfled ..... ~. guanli, carfytng stage cleansbaven. an open-air stage, wtncb is 1r:ee11 for tbe tms caJ1 legally remam open till 2 am. 
back With tmn ~ P1tp So what 11~ ............. local barber" audience Sbll, pl.Qui have been known ~i- _frequenfly don't close ~ 4 or lat.er _ 

- .... ,.., ... """ to taJte an oO::asioiial'Soatma ~~or - -
JN ~ ~ ~ ~ ~disease Well, SU', bfs 'Cons!lferu~rdosmg up shop shme, 'm the trad!Uon of the tbeatir, the i'!!"J O~RGAU you are forbld-

t.ook 84 UVes. ' ' T ;i WI next Sept.em&r In favor of J)eddlmg show ·goeS on • - , - = to Stand wlule clnRlrJna. You must srt 
Terror,: l!hPDed O~erpu. In~ souvenirs ai a.table That's Ute law 

speration~ the ' Vllljge fa~ ,made a Gett.uli a ticket to the "Passion Play" Even w I th the commerc1ahsm • t, So everyone, well, nearly everyone, 
solemn vow. If Oben.mmerpu were at this late dat.e-would ' be amSJdered otiera'ihmerpu remains steeped m Old who VI.Sits Oberammergau mmds his 
~.~ t_hey would,~ a play each_ IO Oberammerpu's seam! Dlll'llde Some- World charm, coucbed m a lugb Alpme rninners Just u the locals do As a 
yeilh ~tu bisc!ii on the Ufe .am thing like C011Ul11 up WJtb a boueatfor a ·valley and surrounded' by ~ res\ilt, the six-man pohce force bas the 
suffenng Of qhnst.. J 1 • ' ' Broadway lut • peaks Hand painted frescoes adorn ats sOftest touch m Bavana 
\, From,.that day forth the deaths , : , • - bmldmgs and Vlllagers stroll theistreet.$ af'" 
oe8sicf 'Ibus, tbe uuride and the ~ Anil eve!' with a ' ticket, tl}ere'! a m Old World fashion •· ''- ~ Occas1onally someone '!'111 wnte a 
rabon forObenlminergau's famed "Pas- lutch VISltoi's .mmt ~ two Dllbti m It's nek1y unposs1ble to escape talk Q.f tJ¥fic .!J5ket And now and apm a petty 
SIOll Play •:14-•' , Obe~rpu· It's a method of~ the Passion Play, even clurmg·an-oU theft occurs Othennse, bemg a cop an 

'wltb ' rare •exceptions, at has heeIJ teemg more than one fl!.11 bouSe in tfns season A couple of O~~u·s ~eiga_u IS a breez.e. even during 
repeateCI' each decade smce the early oolorf1!1 alP.!n!!, hamlet hotels are o~ted by men '11'ti0 Once the hectic days of the Pass10n Play 

.., -. ~ I ~ .. 1) , t l . - k.e_ I I 

1600s ' 1 
• ' , • , • , • , AND ~S some!hmg elie Aft.er played the ro e of Olnst. And there's the ~}>l,!rmg y~ whe.a the PliSSIOD Play IS 

It will open this year ~ 25 and will two rugbts one must ~ck and trot on director of the Vlllage Wood-carver's performed, hotels and inn, fill up m 
cont1pui; almost daily mto September BesKies mating ~Y for~ alMhences, School, Hans Schwaigbofer, wbo twice rt'igbbormg Vlll.ges as welJ u Obetam 
WIQI a qst of l,600 .-.. ~ player 11 an 1t guarantees souverur shopkeepers a appeared as Judas Tflergau, gett.uli lhe spillover 
amateur...--,11~ wYJ<represml the llfnlle steady nC>W of dJenlele 
largest assemblage of adars a.ad adr'es- ' • 
ses on earth In UM! most c:rowded scene It seems fittmg that !be t.own that 

' -- - • once sealed uself off froiil the oUtsxle 
800 playen will be on sta&e Sll1lul~ world DOW welcomes 1t With open cash 
ously - • remsten ' • ' 

Already the "Passum Play" is nearly .,. ~ 
90 percent -sold out ' Castl.Dg began And tlJey do have SlOuverur shops 
months ago MaJor rOles were heatedly Yes, the ~ people of Oberammer-
sought after, particularly those or Chnst gau have gotten a nute mercenary Still, 
and the Vargm Mary who's to blame tbem7 The opporturuty to 

- , fLll ttieir coffers rolls arou1¥f only once 
FOR ~ ~ ~ m the plays every 10 ~an. and with half a rrulhon 
~:~ ~,O ~. rere ~ f~ VJllltors, tlus meam a ton Of money 

Playing Chnst will be ~year.old cop. TO THEIR CREDIT, the 'village 
per-smith Gregor Bre1tsamter Hu fath~ plow p~ts from tbe play back 
Wlderstudy IS a ~~d dental student into Oberammerpu ' In 1950 the village 
and part·tune mail cirner, Rudi-Swmk school was moderruzed In 1970 they built 
(For Bre1tsamter's father, Melcboar, It a new swunmmg pool - co~lete with 
wlll be lus runth "Passion Play" sinse lus artrficlal waves And when the <mt.am 
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THE JEWISH HIGH COURT CALLS FOR THE DEATH OF JESUS. A scene from the 

OberarrITTtergau Pa ssion Play , 1980. Note the horned caps worn by the 

two Jewish High Priests standing before the tablets of the Law, and 

by the two Rabbis who share the pulpit with them. These are based 

on designs of hats Jews were forced to wear in the ghettos during 

the Middle Ages , and identify the Jews as anti-Christ and associated 

with the devil. 

80~964-14 
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··Focu~ing (>n Jesus' agony .and death on the cross, and the events which 

lead ·up to it, passion play,;; are ·emotionally potent dramas. To the degree 
. . . . 

that 'any pa.Ssion play derives its dramatic t~ion from the contrast be

tween .absolute goo and abso).t,lte ·evil, some persons or groups llUlSt personify 
' 

the .forces of evil. Too. often., the Jewish people have been assigned that 

flmction, made to repre~ent:. the forces of utter darkness against which the 

purity and irmoce~~~~(of Jesus · stand in stark contrast. fFrish concern about 

the possible anti-Seinific impact of such dramas is not fanciful; it is based on 
~ · . 

a history of periodic.~'f,-bloodly persecution related to tjle passion narrative. 
. I k ;,i"/ 

A Christian ·schol~r filiJ: noted: i( ·i . 

The crucifixion drama is.'. •• regarded, not without reason, as . 
having ·played a ·prominent part in Jewish disabilities.through 
the centuries as well as providing a major cause of._negative 
attitude toward Jews today. In the Middle Ages, when anti- · 
Semitism was more socially acceptable than it is in contempo-
rary society, recitals of the Passion of Christ were of:ten 
followed by physical violence against Jews. Medieval Christi~ 
so frequently attacked Jews on Good Friday that in some cmmt.Ties· 
the latter were forbidden by law to leave their houses on that day.1 

Of all the pageants t11at dramatize the CIUcifixion story, the mpst famous 

tmdoubtedly is the Passion Play performed every ten years at Oberammergau by 

the townsfolk of that village, in Upper Bavaria, West Ge~. The 

Oberannnergau play dates back to 1634, when it was first performed in. fulfill

ment of a vow .made during a plague epidemic the year beJ;ore. Over the cen

turies. it ~!'i been pex.:fonned :~n at least five different versions. The present 
. . 

I 

·text by Fr. Joseph Alois Daisenberger, used for more than a century, is a re-

vision of an earlier text by Fr. 9tjunar Weis. I,i ~~em times, the play and 

the pic;:tl,lresque motmtain vi~lage in which it is perfonned have become a major 

1 

' ) (: . 
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international tourist attraction. 
. . 

·, . One of the play's strongest admirers in modern times was Adolf Hitler, 

who stated at the height of the Second Worl_d War : "It is vital that the 
. . 

Passion Play he continued at Obermmnergau; for never _has the menace of 

Jewry b~ so convincingly portrayed. 112 Under the Na;i government, the 

Oberannnergau.Passion Play was classified as a "racially important cultural 

doctnnent," and on the occasion of the pag~ant's ,tercentennial, in 1934, a 
l.~~ ... ~. 

a Nazified· special performance represented Jesus and his disciples as Aryan 

heroes. 

After World War II, when the Christian world began to reappraise its 

attitudes toward Jews and Judaism in the wake of the N~zi Holocaust, demands 

for revision of the traditionally anti-Jewish Oberammergau drama came from 

many .quarters,. both Christian and Jewish. These demands were tmdergirded by 

a DeG~~ration adopted by the Roman Catholic Church's Second Vatican Cotmcil, 

prOIIIlllgated by Pope Paul VI in. 1965, which a5serted, " ••• what happened to 

Christ in His Passion cannot be attributed to all Jews, without distinction. 

then alive, nor to· the Jews of today." 

Some changes in the play's text were made for the 1970 perlonnance of 

the Oberammergau Passion Play. Sign.if icantly more have been made for . the 

1980 production. Those wh.~ revised the text for the 1980 perfonnance of the 

drama have made .a serious effort to clean~ the play of anti-Jewish polemic 

and prejudice• and they. _have added an introductory exhortation cautioning 

each spectator to "recognize himself as guilty in what happened • •• " 

The American Jewish .Corranittee believes that, tmforttmately, these well: 

' meaning modificatians nare tmdennined by the drama itself, for the war_ in .which 

2 
Adolf Hitler. Secret Conversations, 1941-1944 (New York: Farrar, Strauss,& 

Yot.mg, 1953), p. 4S7. · 

..-:. 
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the stozy tmfolds and develops has not been basically altered. The tra&t~ional · 
·. ~ 

anti-Jewish polemic which -shaped the original text has not been examined, nor 

have the insights of current biblical and extra~biblical scholarship been in

corperated into the dynamics of the play. 

Thousands -- perhaps lum.dreds of thousands -- of Americans will be view

ing the Ober_anunergau Passion Play· in 1980. Because of our profotmd ~It(~;.; 

for continued Christian-Jewish understanding and cooperation in the tmited 

States and other parts of the world, the American Jewish Corrmittee has pre• 

pared this booklet, examining certain themes and developments in the drama and 

providing backgrotmd infonnation not included in the Ob~rammerga~roduction. 
. -~ '-"Aft~r_~~ -

We hope it will ·enri~ential viewer's mderstanding oMhe critical events 
·' depicted on the stage events which .have sha~d the destinies of our faith 

y . 

comnnm.1ties from that time forth. · 

' 
DRAMATIC otfttINE OF TI-IE PASSION PLAY 

Preluded by and interspersed with a m.unber of "living tableaux" drama~ 

tizing events from Hebrew Scriptures, and by musical .solos and cl1onis, the 

Oberanunergau Passion Play follows Jesus from his trilDllphal entry into 

Jerusalem -- where he drives the traders out of the T1emple -- through his 

arrest, condenmation-, crncifix~on and resurrection. 

The dramatic conflict of the pageant derives from the hostility of the· 
_:. 

Jewish authorities to Jesus, and their detennination, from the outset of the 

playt to destroy him. It begins with Jesus driving the traders from the Temple 

courtyard, and this part~y lays the ground for the ensuing hostility of the 
. . 

Jewish authorities. Bent on reimbursement and revenge for the losses they 
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have sustained, the merchants serve as intennediaries who induce Judas to be

tray Jesus. This is contrary to the Gospels, according to which Judas ap- . 

proached the priests with his offer of betrayal. 
- ~·~~ c.tnd 

In the Ob~rarmnergau. drama, it 15" tl!e ·Jewish religious authori t _ies f\ the 

merchants, ~ultimately, the· Jewish··peopltf, .... who are cast in the r~le of yil

lainS. The mertjl'ants are · moti~ted by greed; the rel)gious authorities ::1argely 

by jealo~y and vindictivenes·s; "the people, manipulated by th~ir leaders, be

have like a sadistic lynch mob driving Jesus to the cross with joyful satis

faction. The intense political and religious differences that polarized the 

Jewish comunmity of the time are almost totally ignored. Jewish law is mis

represented as exclusively harsh and ptmitive. Pilate, on the other hand, is 

portrayed sympathetically, and the cruelty .and brutality of Roman occupation is 

essentially overlooked. All of these· factors combine to give a biased and in

adequate picture of the realities against which the drama tmfolds. 

JEWS IN ROMAN OCCUPIED PALESTINE 

The events depicted in the Obera11mergau drama took place against the ~ack

ground of a brutal Roman occup,ation; an intennittant guerilla warfare fought 

by Jewish insurgents; widespread messianic expectation among the Jewish masses 

which included the expectation of deliverance from the cruelty. of Roman ru\'~· 

Fear among the Romans of a large-scale political uprising led routinely to~iJvere 

repressive measures, illcluding frequent execut~)on the cross. 

A ~ Catholic scholar has delineated some ~£ the conflicting factions 

within the Jewish community of the Fi~st Centurf: 

History shows us ·that the temple pJiesthood and the· Sadducean 
party which supported the priesthood were at that time closely 

r. 

.'· ({[.~~· 
... ··::··:: 

l · . :,. · .•• 
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allied witli ihe.'.inter.~~;i~·: of t:he' ROman ~ers of ~ale.sthte~ : • • 
. Arrayed against. the Sadducees and the temple priesthood were the . / 

religim.is movemeiltS of th~ day.- The Pharisees, a.S the iay le~rs 
of a popular mbVement seeking to l;o back to the observance of° the .. ·' . . 
covenant in the spirit of the prophets, bitt1'i'3rly opposed the Saqduc~s 
and disagreed with them on almost every significant point of doctrine, 
from the manner of interpretation of the Bible to the belief :J.n ~e . 
re~ti~ of the body ~,ter death. In spirit and belief, ·as we 
have seen, the teaching of Jesus and the early Church wa.S remarkably 
similar to that of the Pharisees. 

Also opposed to the temple priesthood were the Essenes, the ascetic 
separatist group which had'·· established a monastic-like conmn.mi ty on 
the shores of the nead Se;!!- and from there issued ringing demmciations 
of the temple as vile and corrupt. · · . 

The temple priesthood and the ~dducees supported Rome not for 
religious but for political and economic reasons. In this sense, they 
could not be called "Jewish leaders'" at all. Cut off from the people 
and living by collaboration with Rome, the temple priesthood must have 
developed a quite natural "seige men@.il.ity.'' Eager to please their 
Roman superiors, they would zealously seek to bring to the attention 
of Pilate even the slightest hint of rebellion. 

Palestine in the time of Christ was, we know, seething with revolu
tionary JOOVer?W!nts. Indeed, a few decades aft:er his death these erupted 
into full-scale rebellion against Rom~, a rebellion only quashed by 
the destruction of the temple itself. 

~;.the Pharisees· and the Essenes, \.Dllike the Sadducees, had no 
political power. They had no temple guards to enforce their will as 
did the chief priest. They were as powerless. before the ROman con
queror as were Jesus and his small group of followers.3 

Because the Oberamf)ergau_dr.ama ignores these internal divisions, only one 

issue divides Jews in the play, and that is how they react to Jesus. The drama 

does not indicate that the majority of the Jewish population of Palestine would 

not have known about Jesus, or that there would be many Jews who would have sym

pathized with Jesus as a fellow victim of Roman oppression, without believing he 

was the promised Messiah. The revised drama makes a beginning in that direction 

by having a few PeoJ>le in the crowd before Pilate call for the release of Jesus; 

but this fleeting impression of sympathy for Jesus is dissipated immediately 

thereafter when the "priests and people" accept responsibility for his blood. . . 

Similarly, both in the New Testam~t and in the Passion Play, there ~re Pharisees 

3 
Eugene Fisher, Faith Without Prejudi~e: Rebuilding Christian Attitudes Toward 

JBWs. (New York: The Paulist Press. 1977). ot>. 79-81. · 

.--., , .. " ' . / 
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who defend Jesus. However, they are not identified in the cast list as Pharisees, 

only as "friends" of Jesus. 

In effect, then, Jews in the drama fall into one or two categories: the 
.. 

""bad" Jews, who hate Jesus-- or are manipulated .mt~ hating him-- and who cruelly 

hound him to his death, and the "good" Jews, who are seen by the audience to be 

Christian prototypes. To Christians·, Jesus' messiahship and divinity are self

evident, but this should not be read back .iJ1to the play. The Gospels themselves 

suggest that in soma degTee Jesus deliberately hid his ministry from the public; 

his messianic role was not supposed to be for public knowledge. 

Indeed, the Gospel reports that even the twelve did not always comprehend 

Jesus' ministry. TI1us, Peter challenged his prediction of his death and resur

rection (Matthew 16:21-24); the disciples argued which of thein was the greatest 

(Luke 9:.46-50); James and Jolm advocated the use of force (Luke 9:51-56). Not 

~til the very end, at the (..ast Supper, did even the disciples fully understand 

the import of Jesus' teaching (John 16:29-30). That being so, the implication 

that only willful blindness and jealousy prevented tmiversal acceptance of his 

mes~iahship is patently tmfair. 

MISREPRESENTATION OF JEWISH LAW 

FollowiI}g a prejudice of long standing, the Passion Play falsely pictures 

Jewish law as the opposite of Christian love. The law is represented as legal

istic, punitive and harsh, and also as vincµctive. The drama reflects a pro-

fcnmd misunderstanding of Jewish law, which may be based on ignorance of how the 

law was interpreted and applied, rather than on deliberate malice. 

The misconception that Jewish law is nothing more than a literal applica

tion of strictures in the Hebrew Bible is widespread in Christendom. In fact, 

the rabbis and sages who developed the law interpreted and applied it in in-

' \ .. 
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creasingly humane ways, and created conditions that made it nearly impos

sible to apply severe ptmislunent. Capital ptmishment was rare, and a 

Sanhedrin· that condenmed even one human being was judged to be a wicked 

Sanhedrin • 

But in the Oberammergau drama, Jewish law is invoked rna-~1y as a source 

of pmrlshment. Except for one corrective instance, where Nicodemus cites the 

provisions of Jewish law to demand fair treatment for Jesus, the law .is re

peatedly invoked to sanction erunity to Jesus. · 

In recent years, Christian scholars have examined the religious world 

of Jesus' day with fairness, tracing the various trends of first-century 

Judaism with their achievements, their shortcomings and their great vitality. 

As a result, many of Jesus' moral teachings -- stich as the Beatitudes and the 

law of love, forgiveness and mercy ·-- have been shown to have roots in the · 

Jewish Scriptures, and parallels in the rabbinical writings of Jesus' time. 

Unfortunately, the Passion Play still projects a view of the Jewish religion 

and religious institutions in Jesus' time as corrupt and punitive. 

lliE PORI'RAYAL. OF PILATE 

The Passion Play makes a near hero of Pilate, portraying him not only as a 

compassionate man, sincerely concerned about justice~:· but as a weak~4}1g -- the 

"tmWilling judge" -- who reluctantly orders Jesus' execution tmder pressure 

fr0m the cniel Je-WS. 

All of this is wildly tmhistoric -- indeed, it turns the truth upside down. 

The New Testament accotmts and other historiql sources, such as the writings of 
~ . 

Philo and Josephus reveal that Pilate was aq~~itt,~larly bIUtal governor .known · 
: • • : , w · • 

0 

--:~ .'.~ 

··.: 
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for his ruthlessness in pu:tting ~ distUrbaru:es (see reference to his mas

sacre of Galilean pilgrims in Luke ~3:1). He constantly and urmecessarily of-

- feruied Jewish religious sensib.ilities, inspired . fear in the Jewish leaders and 

was quite beyond the reach of any manipulation by them. In his Legatio ad Gaium 

Philo quotes Agrippa who wrote of Pilate's "corruption, his acts of insolence, his 

rapine, and his habit of insulting people, his cruelty, andl .. his continual Im.lrders 

of people untried and condemned, and his never-ending, gratuitous, and. most 

grievous inhumanity •114 He was evcn~ly rec.alled to Rome to stand trial fo~ 

cruelty and oppression. 
. . 

The revisers of the text for the 1980 perfunnance had a great opportunity 

to correct the depiction of Pilate as a kindly weakling. Yet this brutal Roman 

procurator who had total power to save whom he pleased and to condemn whom he 

pleaseq., behaves in the play like a helpless tool in the hands of the Jewish 

authorities. Even his order to scourge Jesus -- a routine custom of Roman law--

is attributed to Pilate's hope of softening Jewish emd.ty to Jesus. He does not ~~ ;?f~;. . . · ....... 

behave in the drama l~ke the cruel tyrant hWory has shown him to be. 

BARABBAS 

In the Passion Play, ~bas is described simply as a "robber and nrurderer." 

Thus, when people in the crowd cry out for his release, they appear to be mo

tivated by the basest and most vicious motives. To choose a cQDICn~criminal over 

Jesus is humanly incomprehensilJle. 

Yet Barabbas is described by both Mark and Luke as an insuri'ectionist who 

had comnitted sedition against Rome (the same crime for which Jesus was officially 

4 
c~f. Thomas s. Kepler, "Oberamnergau, t~e·· Jews and Pilate," The Christian Cent~, 

Vol. LXXVIII, no. 30, July 26, 1961, p. ~99. · , 
.,, 

... ' •'(. 
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conderrmed by Pilat~). The evidence indicates that Barabbas was a guerilla 

fighter against th~ Romans. 5 As such, he would have been something of a popular 

hero, particularly among those convinced that freedom from Roman oppression could 

be achieved only through anned struggle •. 

~f the Passion Play had depicted Barabbas as a guerilla leader against the 

hated Romans, at l east some htnnan motivation would eme_rge for those ·who call for 

hi.s release. 

"IT'S IN TiiE BIBLE" 

Efforts to remove the anti-Jewish impetus in the Oberanunergau Passion Play 

and similar dramas are frequently countered by arguments that a particular pas-

s_age is quoted directly from the Gospels . Christians who feel they are being 

asked to alter or suppress the language of their sacred Scriptures may react with 

confusion or resentment. To .the 'claim that a particular. incident or phrasing 

is 1ithere in the Bible" Christian scholars have responded with two major ob-

servations. 

The first is that the New Testament itself cannot be properly und~rstood 

without taking into consideration the findi!igs and ins_ights of both biblical and 

extra-biblical scholarship. Fr. John T. Pawlikowski has noted: 

5 

A great deal of vital background material is missing from 
the Gospel narratives as they now stand. It must be sup
plied through. auxiliary readings and commentaries . This 
~ituation makes it almost impossible for even -the very · 
best of Passion Plays to entirely avoid a travesty of the 
Gospel story. We cannot .obtain a fully accurate picture . 
of the trial and death of Jesus from reading the Gospels 
alone. This is the clear conclusion of the vast majority 
of modern biblical scholars.6 · · 

c.f. Dominic Crosan, "Anti-Semitism and the Gospel," Theological Studies , XXVI:189 
(June 1965) . 

. 6John T. Pawlikowski, O.S .M., Catechetics and Prejudice: How ·catholic· Teaching 
Materials View Jews, Protestants and Racial Minorities (JI.Jew -York: Paulist Press , 1973) ··.t 
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The second is that the Gospel narratives differ ·among themselves in de< 

scribing key events~ thus. a true tmderstanding of the trial and death of Jeshs 

IlllSt be reconstructed rather than read from the Gospels. Dr. Eugene Fisher 

has carefully noted how Matthew's additions to earlier Gospel accotmts of the 

Passion foster the notion of Jewish guilt: 

Matthew's additions, dictated by the pressure of his times, 
t9-Ji the passion accotmt are often small but provocative. As 
We have seen, he expands a questioning of Jesus by the temple 
authorities into a fonnal trial before the Sanhedrin. This 
trial, many scholars agree today, could not have taken place 
that night in the way Matthew describes it •••• 

Matthew's additions tend to improve the image of Pilate. 
Mark, in an attempt to appease the Roman sensitivity, had de
scribed Pilate as someMiat hesitant about whether :.ti>· .kill Jesus 
or not. What is hesitancy in Mark becaues conviction in Matthew. 
Matthew's Pilate is wholly convinced of Jesus' irmocence. He 
washes his ~s to illl.lstrate it, a scene preserved in no other 
Gospel. In aatthew alone do we find the words ascribed to Pilate: 
"I am innocent .of the blood of this just man. See to it your
selves" (Mt. 27:24). Since Roman law prohibited Jews from exer- . 
cising capital punishment in such cases, it is doubtful whether 
this statement could be historical. Romans alone could carry out 
a d.eath sent~~ at th~ time (Jn 18:31). Likewise, the ritual 
washing of ·the::bands was a Jewish religious rustom. It iS not 
likely that a Roman governor would follow it •••• Matthew then adds 
to Mark's text another verse: "And all the people shouted back, 
''His blood be upoi'hus and out children"' (Mt. 27:24-25). This 
passage has caused serious tensions CJt!r the centuries. It is 
noteworthy that it is fotmd only in Matthew and that the other 
Synoptics make a sharp distinction between the small mob before 
Pilate and "the people who sympathized with Jesus ••• 7 . 

the question of which passages and events from the Gospels are 

select~ in teaching about or dramatizing the passion will greatly influence 

feelings toward Jews and Judaism. The Oberarrmergau drama is rooted in an 

earlier.tradition of hostility and contempt toward· Jews and Judaism which has 

since been repudiated by the Church, but which was prevalent in· past centuries., 

7 
Fisher, op. cit. pp. 84-87. 

. .. 
. ) . 
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and which sbAped the attitudes of generations of christiaris. This tradition 

presupposed Jewish guilt, rejection and displacement, and emphasized these . 

th~s through the selective use of Scripture. In the Oberarnmergau Passion 

Play, this ~ostile tradition has dictated not only which events in the Gospel 

narratives are dramatized, but even when the plot departs from Christian 

Scripture. For example, the so-called "blood curse"; which has been used to justify 

so much hatred and persecution··of Jews throughout history, is found only in the 

Gospel of Ma~thew. Similarly, Pilate's washing of his hands, which deflects 

responsibility for the death penalty from himself onto the Jews, appears only 

in Matthew. Yet all of these occur in the Passion Play. However, when it comes 

to the ~_i;:ourging of Jesus, the Gosv~l source changes. According to Mark, Luke 

and Matt;hew, Jesus is first conderrmed, then scourged as part of the nonnal rou

tine of Roman execution; there is no further interaction between him and the 

crowd. Only in the Gospel of John is Jesus first scourged and then shown again 

to the crowd. Yet this version, which emphasizes the pitilessness and vindictive-· · · 

ness of the mob, is dramatized in the Passion Play. 

Demonstrably, the Oberannnergau Passion Play invo~~s and dramatizes those 

.Oospel sources which cast the_ most negative light on Jewish motives and actions·. 

In addition, the play tieparts from biblical sources when it comes to· the role of 

·the traders. Th~~e. disreputable merchants carry into the Passion Play a motif of 

greed which is completely unwarranted by Christian Scripture and which stands 

·at the heart of one of the basest of anti-Semitic slanders • 

. c 
~-

. .. 
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CONCLUSICNS 

In 1968, the Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations of the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops issued a statement on passion plays, 

cautioning writers and producers of sueh pageants to avoid the followirig. 

exaggerations and misinterpretations: 

''To conc;e.11 the fact that Jesus is a Jew and that His 
friends as well as His enemies in the drama are Jews; 

''To create the impression that most Jews of Je~us' day 
willed His death, failillg to show that the secrecy sur
rmmding much of Jesus' trial was motivated by the large · 
following He had in Jerusalem; 

"To c:liange the 'crowd' before the governor's palace into 
a screaming -:~,,.!fi'~~' as representing all Jerusalem, and 
iGdeed all ·1srael; 

"To depict Pilate, whom historiography has shown to have 
been a ru~hless tyrant, as an immocent and kindly bystander; 

"To highlight those texts of the gospel narrative that are 
amenable to misinterpretation by tminformed audiences, such 
as: 'His blood be upon us and upon our children' (Matt. · 
27:25. 118 

In varying degrees, the Oberanunergau drama v~~~(ltes most of these guide-
. .:. \ . 

lines. ._ >!-~.,_:-:::;;_ · :--:- · ;It levels acc;:usations against the Jewish people.):;}.'',. 

as a 'whol:!:'i
5
Pilate .. t~l~~ Jesus; "Thine own nation and the chief priests have . 

delivered thee tmto me." If Jesus was arrested by stealtli~'at night-- for fear 
7. 

of his popularity-- and followed by a weeping and mourning ;crowd (Luke 23:27), · 
,l J' .... ~~ • 

how could his "own nation" have delivered him 'to Pilate? :Ai}a' in the Con~enmation 

Scene, Pilate condenms Jesus at the desire of the High Cotm~il and ."the people 

of Jerusalem." Here again, a '·few;;:,,a.uyhorities are assumed .to represent aI1 en-

. • . . 

8 
·Executive Corrmitteg, Secretariat £,or C~:tholic-Jewish Relations, A St.atement on 

Passion Pla~s, P~es~ release dated Feb~ry 2?, 1968, p. 2; The New York Times7 
March 5,- nrs, p. 44~ 

' . 
'.'_) . , 
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On a 1m.1ch more emotional level, the prologue to Act XI accuses the whole 

people: 

''Have ye theri no mercy, 
Oh, ye deceived and misguided people? .. 
No? Without pity they cry: Away to the· cross with Him! ••• 
But arotmd the ·Savior of all, in wrath is raging 
A furious, blinded people which ceaseth not its clamor 
Till the lDlwilling judge 
Cries: So take Him and crucify Him." 

~ Aside from the depiction of the bloodly tyrant, Pilate, as "lDlwilling," this 

p~sage gives the impression that Jesus was handed over to ··Jews to be crucified. 

Must it be repeated that Crucifixion was Roman form of execution; and that it 

was carried out by Roman soldiers by order from the Roman procurator? 

Later in the same Act, Pilate comments: 

"Only a few days ago ye accompanied this man through the 
streets if Jerusalem with rejoicing. Is it possible that, 
to-day, these very same people call down death and de
struction upon him?" 

These passages highlight the underlying asStUnption of the drama; that the 

~~1'!ish people knew about Jesus, that they rejected him-- after some had initial

ly ,supported or accepted him-- and lDliversally clamored for his death. 

But in point of fact, half of the Jewish people was then living outside 

of Palestine, scattered throughout the far-fllDlg Roman l!mpire. Of those who 

remained, a relatively small number would have heard of Jesus, his message, or 

his ministry. Among those ~o had heard him, he fotmd adversaries, enemies, 

disciples, the sympathies of the masses. 

Jesus of Nazareth lived and died a faithful Jew, affirming to the end the 

very same religious law that the Oberarranergau Passion Play maligns as harsh 

.. ' 
·; 
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and pllllitive. He did· not reject his people, nor did his peopie reject him. 
, ' ' .. 

The producers of the Oberarninergau Passion Play would have performed an act of 

justice and reconciliation had they taken to heart the message of: the 1975 

Statement on Catholic-Jewish Relations of the United States National Conference 

of Cathol:ic Bishops: 

.. · 

"We urge all in the Church who work in the area of education, 
· · whether in the seminary, the school or the pulpit, not only -

to avoid any presentation that might tend to disparage Jews or 
Judaism but also to emphasize those aspects of our faith which 
bear witness to our corranon patrimony and our spiritual ties 
with Jews. 

1!Much0fof the alination between Christian and Jew found its 
origins in a certain anti-Judaic theology which over the cen
turies has led not only to social friction with Jews but often 
to their oppression. · One ,of the most hopeful developments in 
our tjme, powerfully assisted by Nostra Aetate, has been the ·. 
decline of the old anti-Judaism and the refonnation of Christian 
theological expositions of Judaism along more constructive lines • 

. i~The first major step .in this ,direction was . the repudiation 
of. the charge that Jews were and are collectively guilty of the 
death of Christ. Nostra Aetate and the new GUidelines have 
definitelj' laid to rest this myth which has cailsea' so much suf
fering to the Jewish people. There remains however the continu
ing task of ensuring that nothing which in any way approaches 
the notion of Jewish collective guilt should be fotnld in any 
Catholic medium of expression or corranunication. Correctly viewed, 
the disappearance of the charge of collective guilt of Jews per
tains as much to the pqrity of the Catholic faith as it ~.loes to 
the defense of Judaism'-;-'.~'.-· 

,:~ 

... ·-.t 
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CHRIS rEN U:ND ,JUD.c;N: DI-1) LANG ENTZ\Y~I~'J BRtm,c;n 
---'--'-- - - - ---- ----------

( 't'ranslotion of: CHRJSl'IANS Ai."Jl JEWS· A. TROUBU.::D BRO'lll~JflOOD} 

( l} (Focus) 

( 2) Wanrt schm1~rer~i: "lnerfer mi t 
rlen Juden!" 

(3) "k:a gob rliese Welt; es g1bt Sle 
nicht mehr." .&ingang zur Jad
Waschem-GedUcht~i sstUtte in 
Jerusalem. 

(4) 11JHd1scher Geizhals. '' Von einem 
unbehannten K'iig.stler des 17. 
Jehrhunrferts. 

( 5} liwige s J,i ch t de r Ged Uch tn1 s
stUt te em Jildischen 'theater in 
Amsterdam. 
(J1011• t. kuow t)-iis thodAter or ne-
t!lOr1 e] ·-check) 

(6) Sin11bild der K1rche. S::<.ulptur 8ll1 

StrasE1burger lh'lnster, um 1250. 

( 6) Strassburg, im Jah re zw8lfhuwf4frtf\¥nfz1g. 

~n der e 111en Se1 te des ~.flnste rportals haben Chri

sten ale SuUlbi 1'1 der h.irche eine Statue angebrach t. 

Stolz unit kl:Jnighch steh t ue d a, e1n Biinner um

Yu11den au t S1egespalmc.n in rler Hand, die 'hrone 

auf dem Hbupt.t. So bl1tkt e1& h1nHber auf ein6 

anrlere Figur: eiu Sin11b1ld der Synagoge. 

(7) Sinnb1ld der Synagote• Sl<ulptur 
am Straesburger lt.-ttnst.er, um 1250. 

(7) Heaiegt und trostlos steht die Syuagoge da. Ihre 

Lauze ist zerbrochen; die Gesetzesrolle hHngt schlaff 

zu ihrer Sette. Si~ bhckt niTgenrls hin; die Augen 

siurt ihr verbunden. 

(8) Kreuz1gung, mi t Ki rche untf Syn-
agoge rechts und hnks. Aus etnar 
Handschr1ft r'lee friihen l 1. Jahrhunrlerts. 



CHRISTEN UND JUD.&N-2 

(8) So sah die Kirche im dreizehnten Jahrilundert sich 

eelbst gegenttber der Judellheit. 

(9) ~iederga~e der Strassburger Statueo 
in einem Relig1onslehrbuch um 1950. 
(See if th1a ic; •httt is u·eunt. If 

(10) 

OD kler1cf.ln text, say so.) 

" 

(9) Und so haben euch noch J"Qnge Christen. Ton heutzu

tage des VerhUltn1s zw1schen ~"hristen und JudeQ 

auf'zuf assen ge lernt. 

Offenthche Hinrichtung YUhrenti des 
zweiten Weltkriegs. Zeichnung von 
eiaem KZ-HUftling. 

(10) Gewiss, Berbare1en w1e die Hitlers k8nnen wir 

nicht begreif'en ••• 

(11) Karikatur wt des Huus Rothscb1ld. 
Von l.eapdre, 1898. 

(11) ••• aber mit n1edertrUchtigen ~lischeevorstelluugeD 
II 

oder bestenfalls mit Uberlegeoheitsgefllhl~n gegen. 

die Allderen etnd wir Tohlvertraut. 

( 12) Vergo ldete s Glas. Aus e111er J'ttdi sch en 
Kutakombe in Rom, 4. Jshrhundert nach 
Chr1stus. 
(\~et 1 c; repr ... c;ente<J?) 

( 12} Wer ken.a da noch von BrHderhchke1 t red en? 

( 13) ".Alba House Commqn1cotious presents:" 

( 14) "..1 souuti filmstrip by S11zaone M. 
Noffke, O.P. 11 

( 14) .c.1n Fi lmstre1fen von Suz&ine M. ~offke, O.P. 
(r,or at cr-.!dJ tut1oh with C..it'riohc uu.heuce, stty 
~hat "O.l>." t1eans--ash. Jwhth Hunh.1) 

( 15) "Chri st1ans ,!!!! Jeys: J. Troubled 
Bro the rh o_o~d " 

(15) Christen und Juffen: Die lang entz'Weiten Brttder 
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( 16) ''Moses und die zw8lt Stllmme lsraela. 11 

Wandmalerei in der Dura-Europoa-Syna
goge in Mesopotamie.n, 3. JBdt. n. Chr. 

( 16) Schon bevor daa ChriatentWll begann, hat.te aich 

das jf.fdische Volk in fast allen Kultursentren der 

Mittelmee,...elt angesiedelt. 

( 17) "Josephus und ~espasian." Aus einer 
lateinischen Handscbrift des 13. 
Jhdte. in Falda. 

(17) Aber die Juden weren anders ale die anderen V8lker. 

Die vorgeschriebenen heidnischen Aulte machten sie 

nicht mit. Sie glaubten an einen einzigen Gott 

und bingen zlh an ihrem Glauben. 

(18) Die drei J6nglinge im F~ueroten. 

( 18) Und des bekam ihnen oft. sch lecht.. Judenverfol

gungen varen nichta Ungewllhnhches, und auch Juden

metzeleien kamen vor. 

(Slightly e<htett for historical perapec~ive.) 

( 19) "Die .Ahnenreihe Christi." Alls dem 
Codex Aureus in Lorsch in Jb.uDHn1en, 
810 n. Chr. 
(Jlumania soun~s wrong~check) 

( 19) In diese J6d1 ache Gemeinsch aft wurde Jesus von 

Kazareth ala Jude gebo
1
ren. 

(20) "Die Reinigung des Tempela." Von 
El Greco, 16. Jhdt. 

(20) linter seinen Stammesgenossen erschien Jesus ala 

ein Rabbiner vom al ten Sch lage; ala ein Prophet, 

der Bannherzigkeit 'ifbte uhtt Z:Ugleich die unnach

giebigaten 4\nfnrd~rungen stellte. Aber vie es mi~ 

Pro1heten geht, ao erfuhr auch Jesus neben begei

sterter Zust.immung achrotfe .lblehnung. 

(21) ''Krenzabnahme. •• Im Dom T()D Volterra 
in Nordi talien, 13. Jhdt.. 

(21} Bei den Rlfmern, die se1n Heimatlanrl Pullstina be

herrschten, fand Jesus wie alle andern Juden nur 

Ve rach t'9ng. .J:'o li t.i ache Gegenslt ze ft1h rten sch lie ss

li ch ::u seiner Kreuz1gung. 
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( 22) ".tgap~'." Aus der Katakombe der 
heiligen Domitilla in Rom. 

( ".Agap~" means both 11unselfi sh love 11 

anrf "iove feast," "Liebesmahl"-see 
which in this case.) 

(22) Eine .lnzahl von Juden glaubten, mit Jesus hltte 

das mesuanische Reich begonnen. Sie betrachteten 

aei11en Tod nur ala Vorspiel zu eeinem Weiterleben 

und trafen •eiterhin in seinem Geist zuaammen, bis 

sie in der jttd1achen Geme1nschaft 1allstinas eiae 

besondere, eng verkn'ltpf te Gruppe bi ldeten. 4\ber 

die neue, chriat.Uche Leh re galt ihnen und auch 

Aussenstehenden ala ntin j6~ische A.ngelegenheit. 

(23) "Synagoge." Aus der Paaaah-Haggada 
von Barcelona, 14. Jhdt. 

(23) Die Judenchristen nahmen •eiter an Gottesdiensten 

in Tempe 1 und S,rnegoge tei 1. Sie hieli.en daa 

J'tldische Gesetz uncl verkehrten weiat mi t anderen 

Jud en. 

(24) "Paulus predigt." Aus e1ner karolin
gischen Hondachrift. 

(24) Aber schon in d~n liriefen des Puulus, den Ultesten 

Schriften des ~euen 'l'ttstamentea, finden •ir Hin

weiae auf Spannungen zw1schen Juden und anderen 

innerhalb der Chr1 stengeme infte. 

(25) "Agap~." Aue der Katakombe von St. Peter 
untf St. llerce llinue in Rom. 

I 

(26) £ls auch t-.ichtJuden anfingen, die Botschatt Jesu 

von Nazareth zu glauben, ergaben aich Streitfragen. 

Konnte ein Heide Christ werden, ohne t.rat Jude zu 

werden? Blieben Christen weiterhin an des j'ltdische 

Geaetz gebunden? Und was aollte aue Juden werdeu, 

die Jesus nich t ala den llesa1aa anerkannten? 

(26) "Gamaliel mit aeinen ~lngern." 
Aue der Haggada von Sarajewo, 13. Jhdt. 

(26) Paulus zyar blieb dabe1, daa Gotteserbe der Juden 

sP.i ewigi und der PJaorisler Ge."!lnliel riet, 



abzuwarten, ob eich die neue lehre mU. der Zei t ala 

gottgegeben he rausate 11 te oder nich t. 4be r die 

Saat gegenseitAger Feindsel1gkeJt war schon geslt. 

(27) "Der Brand JeTUsalema." Von GoeTU. 

(Don't k~ow t.h1s artist.) 

(27) Ale achliesslich gegen .Ende des ersten Jehrhunderts 

die Evaogelien niedergeschr1eben wurden, war 

eine erbitterte Spaltuug im E~tatehen. Der JeTUsa

lemer Tempel war inzwischen zerst8rt worden, und 

Judenchristen wurdeo nun ala Abtr6nnige angesehen, 

die Jerusalem im Augenblick seiner Vernichtung im 

Stiche gelassen hlltten. VoU polit1acher £rbitterung 

un~ rel1gi8aem Zorn sprachen Christe~ uwt Juden 

f 8rmlich den BaD.D gegeneinauder aua. 

(28) "P1latus und die Juden." Aus dem 
Codex Purpu reue in Jloasano in 
Italien, 6. Jhdt. 

(27) Kein Wunder also, dasa das Wort "Jude" in den Evan

gelien oft e1nen schlecht.en Klang hat. Die Evan• 

ge listen schr1eben ihre Berichte imni tten gegen-

" sei tiger A~htung uni! .Ablehnugg, und zeic't\neten weist 

ein recht tendenz~8ses Bild von ihren J~dischen 

)11 tmenschen. Die R8mer anderersei ts kommen in den 

Evangelien unve~Ultni&1Dllss1g sanft, manchmal 

geradezu wohlwollend heraus. 

(29) "Jl8mer mit siebenannigem J,.euchter und 
Trompe ten." Vom T1 tusbogen in Rom. 

(1h1s r .. ust ue the velJ-known relief of 
sol1hers carry111g loot. froc the Temple.) 

(28) Als daa zyeite Jahril~ndert. anbrach, traten christ

liche J.ehrer mi t der Beheuptung auf, die Zerat8TUng 

Jerusalems und allee andre Ungl6ck, da111 damals fiber 

die Juden hereinbrach, sei n1chts Geringerea ale die 

g8ttliche Strafe ftlr die Ermordung des Gottessohns. 

( 30) "Kreuzigung." Aus dem Bomot-Psalterium, 
um 1260. 
(Don't know th i a manu CJcript. J 

1 
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(30) Mit andern Worten: man klagte das gauze JudeDvolk 

eines Verbreche~s an, fttr das man in Wirklichkeit 

kaum die wenigen Juden veraotwortlich m-achen k8nnte, 

diw bei dem Prozess und der Verurteilung Jesu von 

hazaret.h anwesenrl waren. Die meisten damals lebenden 

Juden wussten nicht einmal, dasa Jesus ffberhaupt 

existierte. Unrf dennoch hat dieser Vorwurf dea 

sogenanuten GottesmoTdes neunzehn Jahrhunderte lang 

Christen als Rechtfertigung gedieDt, Juden "im 

Namen Gottea" zu verfolgen und umzubringen. 

(31) "Die Juden." Frankfurt, 1568. 

(32) 

(31) Was Paulus so nachdriicl..lich erkUlrt. hatte: daas die 

g8ttliche Berufung der J~den aut ewig sei--d as war 

offenbar kurz nachdem er es geschrieben hatte, 

schon Yieder vergessen. 

(PAUSR) 

''Kirche tlnd Synagoge ": zwei GebUude 
mi t fu6nchen und Rtlbbinern ( ?) • Aus einer 
Hourlschrift von Rabanue AlauJ"Us 1 De Uni·nrso, 
1023. 

(32) Die Juden bhttben von nun an dabei, Christen aus 

ihrer Geme1nschaft auszuschliessen. Sie betrachte

teu die ·rochterreligion ale Ketzere1, oder suchten 

tHe .Abgefallenen fffr das Judentum zurickzugewinnen. 

( 33) '?.loses 'und Jesus im Strei tgesprllch." 
Niederlaode, 13. Juhrhundert. 

(33) Die Christen ihrerseits wurrfen den Juden imu11:Sr 

mehr feind, we11 mehr und mehr Nicht3uden sich 

zum Christentu111 bek~hrten. Daran llnderte auch nich ts, 

dass Christen und Jude~ ip. derselbeo Weise voo den 

r8mischen Herrschern gehasst unrt verfolgt wurden. 

(34) ''Konstantin ernennt Papst Sylvester zum 
geistlichen Houpt rles Westens. 11 Wanrlge
mlllde aua dem 13. Jhdt. 



CHRISTEN UND JUDBN--7 

(34) .Auf die Dauer hlltte gemeinaam erlittene Verfolgoog 

vielle1cht Christen und Juden dazu bringen k8nnen, 

sich gegenseit1g als Britde r zu behandeln. Aber 

unter Konstantin, im frl:lhen vierten Jahrbundert, 

verlagerte aich die Stnntsgewalt io die HHode von 

Christen. (Judie atton of century 11dtfed.) 

(35) "St. Denis pred1gt dem Vo,lk von Paris." 
Aus e1ner franzlfsischen Handschrift. 

(35) Von nun an ident1fiz1erte s1ch der christliche 

Glaube 11WDer mehr mit dem chr1stlichen Staat

'lheolog1sche Angrifte, juristische Ge._alt, Kanzel

prerligten, Konzilsbeschl~ase, kaiserliche Betehle~ 

alle dienten nu~ ale Waffen, die Juden als "ver-

f Juchtes" Volk zu branr'marken und sie n1ederzuhalten. 

(36) "Kantor beim Synegogengottesdienat." 
.Aus dem l.eipz1ger J6d1schen Festtags
gebetbuch (Machsor), frihes 14. Jahdt. 

(36) Staats- uod Kirchenrech t verboten den Joden den 

Umgang mit Christen. Auf Mischehen stand Todes

strafe. J6dische Religionsf.lbung vurde auf bestimmte 

Orte und Zeiten beschrUnkt. 

(37) "Der Jurist, "er Jude unrl 'he Frau machen 
die ganze Welt 1rr." Kilrnberg, 1S20. 

(\\~et is this--a setir1..:ul pr1.ut, ":lpott,bild"'>) 

(37) .Nuch unrt nach wurden die Juden aus fost alien 

6ffentlichen, geschllftlichen unit geaellschaft

lichen ~bensbe~1rken ausgesperrt. Das Judeotum 

durfte nur exiat.i&ren, aoweit es den Christen 

nic,tlt in die Quere kam oder ADetoes eTregte. 

( 38) "Der hei hge klbrosius verwehrt. 1heotfoaius 
den Zutri tt zum ~1a1 lllnder Dom." Von A. ( '>) 
Borgognoue, 15. Jtihrhundert. 

(38) Es kem dmnala hllufig vor, da9s Christen die Juden 

tUtlich angriffen und dttss die Juden mi t Gegen

augriften antworteteo. Hierbei stand dea·Gesetz und 

die 8ffe~thche Macht fast immer auf der Sei te d'er 

Chriateu. Da hatte zum Beisp1el e1n Bischof eine 

Chr1stenbQ,1 1e 1.Jei der Zerst6rung einer Synagoge 



CHRISTEN UND JUD.&N~8 

angeftthrt.-und ketn GeringeFer als der he1 lige .Am

brosius, der Bischof von &la1land, aetzte es durch, 

daas Ka1aer 'lbeodoaius nicht. dagegeu einschritt. 

(39) Silberner Buche1nband: D1gesten des 

l\.Disers Justinian, 533. 

(39) 4\ls .bifang des sechsten Jehrhunderts das JUstini

an1sche Geaetz eingeft'lhrt lnlrde, blieb den Juilen 

kaum noch ein Fetzen Recht oder 4\ch tung tibrig. 

{40) "Bischof .Adelbert von Prag kauft 
Sklaven von Jtld1ache11 HUDd lern frei." 
Detail von der Bronzet6r des Dome in 
Gnesen (Polen), um 1175. 

(40) Jurlen durften ke1ne christhchen Sklaven hnlten; 

wngekehrt aber war ea erlaubt. 

(41) "Jude wird vor einem christlichen 
Richter vereichgt." 

( 'rhat kll!'l of picture'>) 

(41) Kein Jude YUrde zur necl}tspflee,e zugelassen; ke1ner 

durfte auch nur vor Gericht els z~uge g~gtHl. einen 

Ch r1 steu. auftrre te11. 

(42) "Paasehfest." Aue der Passah-Hllggada 
von H6rcelona, 14. Jh<lt. 

(42) J-(:fd1sche Feiertage, ilie mit chruthchen parallel 

liefen, durfteu uiamer erst ntlch den christltchen 

gefeiert werden. Zum Beispiel durfte des Paseeh

fe~t nie vor Ostern stattfinden. 

(43) Stich eus der "Judentracht." D~utsch
leud, 15. Jhdt. 

(43) Man verauchte aogar, eus jfid1schem Glauben und 

Gebreuch alles zu entfernen, was <fie Christen 

nich t Hbernom1ueo hat ten: die hebrUische Sprache, 

das talmurl1sche Gesetz, sowie die Verschiedellheit 

der Auff assungen iiber die Auferstehung der Toten 

unf'f ttber etas jftngste Gericht. Der J'ftdische Gleube 

sollte nur als eine Art un"l!i lhger Zeuge ftlr den 

chr1sthchen beetehen ~leiben. 



' 
(44) "Gregor cfer Grosse entsenlfet Missionere." 

(44) Einmal noch wrde es anrfers, aber nur vorttber

gehend und nur 1n hochgestellten geistlichen 

~reisen. Im ausgehenden secheten Jahriiundert er

kUlrte Papst Gregor der Grosse, Juden hlltten daa 

Recht, els Juden zu leben, ohue von Christen daran 

gehindert zu werrien. ~r verbot, Juden m1t Gewalt 

zu t.aufen, wus damals 6fter vorkem. 

(45) "Die Juden werden zu Chri.stue gerufen~" 
K8ln, 1501. 

(45) ..Aber eelbst Gregor hielt es n~cht f6r unrecht, 

Juden rlurch Bestechung zur Tuufe zu bringen! 

(46) ~nde des eraten Tei.le. 

(47) "Christians and Jew_s: A. Troubled 
Brotherhood "-Pert 2 

(48) {Focus) 

(49) "Segnung des Jti...lirmarktea von St. 
Denis." Aus einer lateudschen Hisndschr1ft. 

(See 1f this 1R 1111:~unt--"llless1ng of the 
Fu1 r of St. Deni n" 1n or1g11,tll) 

(49) M1t rlem ~ntRtehen rles Feudalismus ger1eten rfie 

Juden iu einen neuen Teufelskreia rler 4\Usbeutung 

UJltJ Unterilrltckung. Von der Lanrlwirtschaft, wie 

man s1e im Feurlal7~1talter betr1eb, waren sie 

ausgeschlossen, we1l sie kein~ l.e1beigenen besitzen 

ffurften. Auch der Handel unrf rlie .Aus'flbung freier 

Berufe 'Wllrrle ihnen gesetzhch verboten. 

(50) "Bauer und Jt1d1scher Gelrlverle1her m1t 
RechengerUt. 11 Augsburg, 1531. 

(50) ~ur ein Weg ~l1eb den Jurlen offen. Die Kirche er

leubte Christen nicht, antfern Chr1steu Gelr! euf Zina 

zu le1hen. Da ob~r Anle1hen nun ei.Dmal gebrauch t 

YUrden, erlaubte mau den Juden des l.eihgeschlift. 
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Unter d\)r Kontrolle von Christen entwickelte aich 

hieraus ein neuartiges Ausbeutungssystem: Dae 

Kapital dee Juden, eein GeschUftss1nn und seine 

Einkffnfte standen dem christlichen lehnaherrn jeder

zeit. zur Verft:fgung--uo.d wenn es dem gnlldigen Herrn 

paeste, konnte er das GeschUft einfaeh beschlag

nahmen. 

('lhis is tTUe in a hteral sense, but misses the 

point: that th~ Jews were forced into the hate

ful unrt hoterl role of usurer, i. e. exploiter.) 

(51) "Judenkarikatur." Von 'lhoaas 
Rowlandson, Englanrl, 1801. 

(51) Und dann verh8hnten Christen rfen Juden noeh jahr

hundertelang in Wort und Bild els habsffcht1gen 

Geldeintreiber! (~~1ted to motivate much later 

i llustrat1on.) 

(52) Stiche nach Skulpturen aus clesn ll. Jhdt. 

(52) Im Jahre Ta11senrJsechsundneunz1g r1ef die Kriegs

trompete des ersten ~reuzzugs die GlUub1geu in 

ganz ~uropa auf. Der angebliche Zweck war J"f'lli

giHs: christl1chen Pilgern sollte der Zugeng zu 

Jerusalem freigemacht werrJen. Ab~r l'oh tik, 

Gelrlgeschllfte unrl Glaubenshetze maachten aus dem 

hochgemuten kreuzzug ins he i lige Land balrt ein 

unriJ'fhges Schtsuspu~l, un<t :ftir die Jurlen begann 

eine neue Schreck~ nszet t. 

(53) "Juden werden znm Feuertorl verurteilt." 

. 
I 

(53) Die JurJen in Frunkre ich und Sttd- unrl Weetdeutech land 

(refereuctt to plu.ces adr? en) wurden nun als "Un

glUubige im Lttnde" verfemt. Kreuzritter zogeu durch 

ihre Wohnorte und gaben ihnen rHe Wah 1 zwisehen 

Taufe und rod. Nur zu oft wurrleu dteee Greue 1 durch 

di~ B1sch8fe am Ort angeetl.'ftet. Ganze Judenlf8rfer 

wurrlen so vernichtet. Unit die geechuldeten Gelrfer, 
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die au Juden hUtten zurickgezah lt werden sollen, 

flossen in rfie Kasseu der kreuzfahrer. 

(54) "llischof Johann von Speyer sch'lltzt 
die bedrllngten Juden." 

(M) J::inige wenige geistliche Herren emoben Einspruch 

gegen eine so lche Verd rehung der christlichen 

lehre. Aber der Lllrua des Gemetzels fibert6nte 

ihre Stbunen. 

(ss) "Des Schanrlzeichen." Von Jobst ~ellern. 

(Don't kno~ this artist.) 

(55) Im Jahre 1215 befahl Papst Innozent III, alle 

Juden in chr1stl1chen Lauden mtfssten fortau ein 

besonderea 11Schendze1chen" an ihrer Kleidung 

tragen, demit n1cht etwa ahnungslose Christen 

durch Berlfhrung mi t 1hnen bef leckt wit rd en. 

(56) 11Juden trioke11 Christenblut." 
rlakette aus l'olen. (Date'>) 

(56) .A.lle mlfglichen alten Schauergesch1ctiten wurden 

vieder ensgegraben. Da hies.s es zum }je1ep1el, 

Jur1en r6chen von. 1'atur sch lecht oder •tlren 

missgestaltet, untf versuchten, sich dovon zu 

he1len, uUfem sie Chr1stenblut trlinken. 

( 57) •Der Mord on Simon von Trient im Jahre 
1476.' Holzschoitt vou DohJgemuth, Ntlrn
berg, 16. Jhdt.. 

(57) Au1n klagte die Juden an, sie en,1 ordeten Christen

kin~er unrt verweudeten 1hr .Slut ftlr rlas Passah

Festmohl. nieser Wohn griff so um sich, dass Jerles 

1rgeurhro tot gefunilene tdurl a ls MUrtyrer ausge

rufen "WUr~e unrf Juden oder genze Judengemeinden 

am Ort ohne richtige Untersuchung dafHr hiuge

r1ch tet wurtfen. 

(58) ''l'ussahfest." .Aus tier DormstUdter 
Haggada, 15. Jhdt. 

( 58) Doss tote Heh heh im J'l.tclischen Gesetz Jede Vttrwen

ttung von Dlnt strl!nzstens verbot~n ist, darum 
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k~wmerte sich bei dieaen Greueltaten kein 

.Mensch. 

(aq) "Das Wunder der geschUndeteu Hostie." 
Von Paolo Uccello, 15. Jhdt. 

( 59) Man sagte den Juden sogar nach, sie entwendeten 

Hostien aus 1'.irchen-vie ea h1eas, "um Christus 

nochmals zu t8t.en." Degmach hHtten die Jucjen also 

se lbst au den .r."uchar1st els Verk6rpe rung Chriat.i 

geglaubt! Aber Verleumduqgen geheu noch ifber ganz 

andere Selbstwidersprl.tche sp1elen~ hipwag. In 

den Wirrell cf~s apUten MitteJalters tlbarachlug 

s1ch der lehnwi tz, und jeder Aberglaube gebar 

neuen Aberglauben ••• 

( 60) 11Judenverbrenuung." Ho lzschui tt .. 

(60} Jedes lfogllfck--sei es eine Feuerebrunst, se1 es 

der achw.-rze Tod--'WU.rc;fe den Jude~ iu rhe Schajle 

geschoben. l:an metzelte sie nieder, verbruWlte 

sie bei lebenrhgem Leibe, t.tieb sie ins 'Wusser, 

socf ass s1e ertranken. Manche starben von e1gener 

Hanel, um nicht durch Zt.angstaufe ihren Glauben 

zu verraten. 

(ol) "Jutfen briqgen Kaiser He1nr1ch VII eine 
'lhora~Rolle els Hulitigung." Rom, 1312. 

(Orig-1nal .. 1stol, e11Jy ltas tt"rnry \.Ill· Aliff the 
pict1.N 1s off tar(,et, hnt l'e'll hav~ to hve 
w1th it. 'Ille toleration of J~vs iu Pouu~ wa , by 
ordrr of t11~ le>p~: it hcir! 11otliu1g to <lo with the 
~p~ror. llerhaps the uut'lor 'tas n11slerl Ly the 
ter.11 "Holy R9·~~ ~pite.") 

( 61) ~iner der wenigen Orte, wo Judeu auch wllhrenil 

des Mi tte lal ters mehr oder we111ger in Frieden 

leuen konnten, war Rom. ~b~r auch h1er bl1eben 

ihuen erzwungene Abtreuuung uud ~rJuedrigungen 

wie der "Jucfenhut" nicht erspart. 

(62}"J6d1sche .i>eput.ation vor Ferdinand unrt Isabella." 1483. 

(So1.1et1'\1n~ wrong -with ori~111ttl cuptiou, wh1cli se"'. 
l'erhapc;i "le~~· •• lJy Torquemu'la"?) 
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(62) In Sp~nlen d'gegen verfolgte die lnqu1sition 

die Juden mit Folt~r, ZwBngsteufe, Entfdhrung 

von K1ndern in christliche Femi lien und zu letzt, 

im Jehre 1492, mit Lendes~erweisung. Dam1t war, 

aogeblich im Nemen Jesu, so ziemlich alles ver

raten, .. as Jes11s golehrt hatte. 

(63) "Plffnderun' dea Frankfurter Ghettos," 1614. 

(63) In andern Uln~ern baute man, ale D6rfer zu 

Stlldten anwµchsen, eingemttuerte Ghettos, um "ie 

vor~eschr1ebene .A.bsoilderung tier Juden auch wei t.er 

QUfrecbtzuerhalten. Jeden Abend achloaaen christ

hche Torh'llter des Jurtenviertel von ausseu zu. 

( 64) "Schreiber." .Aus der Rot.hichi ld 'schen Hand
schr1ft im llezalel-lduaetim in JeJ"Usalem. 

(64) Das Ghettodasein bedeutete physische, psycho

logische und soz1ale .C:ntbehrungen und zwang die 

Juden, sich mehr von der Auasenwelt abzukehren. Das 

hatte allerthngs auch gewi sse Vortei le, sod ass 

Juden manchmatl sogur freiw111ig ein ge1t1sses Mass 

von Abgeach loa~enheir su~n ten. Die Jahrhuuderte 1m 

Ghetto gaben rleu Jud en el!l Gef"ith 1 der Zuaamuaenge

hffr1gkei t, <las nie w1etfer ganz ausgestorb~n ist, 

un<l eine le1rfenschaft f'ilr Studiu~ un~ Gelehrsam-

ke1 t, wie sie bis heute nich~~1hresgleichen hat. 
\ 

(65) Judenviertel in Pressburg, um 1947 (14<)7'>). 

(65) Denuoch, Ghetto bleibt Ghetto, unr1 wer ullfreiwillig 
\ 

datrin lebt, f6r den 1st es bei ~llen Vorzagen 

ein Gef UngnisJ 

(R6) ''Prokhmation tter von Kaiser Karl V. 
den Juden verliehenen Rech te," 1656. 

(66) Der Humaniamus unrl die Renaissance brachten den 

Julfen end lich einige ~rleich ter11ng unrl gaben ihnen 

ihre Rttchte zum 'l'eil zurlick. Aber es atand ein Preis 

daraut. Ohne es gerarfezu herauszusugen, erwartete 

men nun, sie Yitrden sich 6ber kurz o~er lang zum 
Ch ri stentum belcehren. 



CHRIST.GN UNY> JUDEN-14 

(67) 'Disputation zwiachen Geistlichen und 
r.abb1nern, n Augsburg, 1531. 

( 68) Papst Leo X. 

(67) ~ls 8ffentliche U~terhaltul!g zwa11g man Rabbiner zu 

Disputationen mit christlichen GeietUchen, die 

die Bosheit de'r J"lfttischen Lehren beweisen solJten. 

Diese Debatten exuleten gew6hnlich demit, dase 

die he1 ligen Bttcher der Juden, beeonders der Talmud, 

beachlagnahmt und verbrennt wurden. 

( 68) Nur YeJlige christliche Ge lehrte lies sen sich rl arauf 

ein, die Jtlrl1sche Lehre gegen unberecht1ge Angriffe 

zu verte1digen. Diese wenigen--dorunter Johan.uea 

Reuch lin unrJ :Pap st Leo der Zehnte-bewiesen end lieh, 

dass rlie Judeohetze des KleJ"Us unberechtigt war. 

Aber demit war es le1der n1cht getan. 

(~d1terl to remo\.'e contra'1ict1on with what follows.) 

( 69) nl.uther bei der PrerHgt." Vop Lucas 
Cranach, 16. (not 17th) Jhclt. 

(69) In seiner Fr'llhzeit euchte auch llartin 1.uther ~in

•erstllnduis mit den Juoien, wei 1 er hoffte, aie 

vt.frden s1ch bekehren lessen. Aber als sie dies 

nicht tatep, wurde er zu lhrew Urgsten Feind. 

Zuletzt rief er dazu auf, sie aus Deut.schhuif zu 

vertreiben ~nrJ ihre Synagogtn1 zu verbrenuen. 

(70) Deutsche Spottmtlnze auf dl.e angebhche 
ll.onaspekuhtio11 u1;uf l're1streiberei der 
Jurien, 1694. 

(70) Mit luthers l'red1gten begann eine gewalt1ge oeue 

Welle der Jurienfe~otl hchke1 t.. lVenn Pre ise etiegen 

oder tlae Gtttre1de knapp wurde, beschulchgte man 

die Juden, w1e es diese Spottm«nze au~ dem sieb

zehntell Ji!hrhunrfert ze1gt. 

( 71) ".Auszug rter Jurlen ans Wien be~ fhrer 
Vertreihung durch Kaiser Leopold I.," 1677. 

(71) Wieder wu:rden Juden aua v1elen Stilctten vertriehen 

oder ausgeeperrt, oder nur euf beschrU.nkte Zei t zu

ge iau~ i. 



CHRIST~ UND JUD.t:N-16 

(72) J'lfdischer Heusierer, 18. Jhdt. 

(72) Wieder wur<ten Gesetze eingefithrt, 11111 die Rechte 

d,r Juden vor Ger:tcht, im Wirtschaft.sleben und 

sogar in Ille- und J::rbschaftsseche.o. einzuschrllnk.en. 

( 73) "Der napoleonieche Sanhedrin," 1807 

(73) Das Revolu~ionsjahr 1789 brachte die franz8siache 

ErklU~ng der Menschenrechte. Napoleon bescbloas, 

in seine~ Reiche die Rech te de r Jud en Yiederhe rzu

ste llen, uni! berief dazu sogar eiu" gross• jttdiscoe 

Botabelnvurs811!mlung ein, den sogenanuten Souhedrin 

VOD 1807. 

(74) uNapoleonische Soldaten verilaften e1nen 
j6cHschen Hausierer," 1812. 

(74) ~apoleon wollte, die Juden aollten normale Bffrger

pflichten an.pehmen unrl aich ihrer Uonre It anpaasen. 

Die napoleoniache Befreiung blieb Jedoch zum 

grossen Teil eine trtfgerische Hotfnung, un~ prak

tisch war es mit den verRchiedenen EinschrU~upgeu 

noch ntcht zu .t:nde. 

(Eoiite11 for historical accuracy.) 

(75) "nie ~hfaaaung der amerikanischen Unab-
hllngigkei t.aencllnng." Von J. L. G. Ferris. 

• ' 

(76) ~rat i~ dem Masse, in dem die Vtllker sich allmUh

lich von kirchlichen und feudaleu lnatituttonen 

fret machten, wurde die bi:frgerliche Freiheit der 

Juden zur Whklichkeit. In einem w11de nach dem 

andern al chert.en neue Grundrech ie all en Blfrgern 

01-tchhelt ohne Nlokatcht auf daa lleligionabe-

kenntnie zu • 

(76) Kntwicklung der Induatrie 

(T6) Indem atch die politiache Freiheit wetter ver

brei tete und gle ichzei tig die moderne lwtuetrie 

aufsublfihen begaan, faDden Juden Oelege~~~tt, 

mit ihren thriat.Uchen Mitbflrgern ale Gleichge-

atellh in 11':> ttbe'11«1rb zu treten. 



. CHRIST.t;N UND JUD~N-16 

( 77) "D41s Jude11-tum." Aus: J>am (author?) , Garra 
del capitalismo jud)o (• "Die Klaue des J'lfdi
schen ~apital1B111us" , Toledo, 1943 

(77) Aber auch demit waren die alten lifgen und Klischee

vorstellungen nicht erle~2gt. Im Gegenteil: neue 

Gel'ifch te kmnen auf, rHe Juden hlltten sich ver

schwoTen, den Reichtum ganzer Linder od&r der 

ganz•n Welt an sich zu br1ngen. AD die Stelle des 

alt~n Glaubenshasses trat wirtschaftlicher und 

Resse.oh ass. 

(78) "Judentypen," Nilrnberg, 1825. 

(78) Mit Brotneid und wirtschurtlicher Ungewissheit 

kam eine neue ideologische Vorstellung auf: die 

Juden se1en von Natur "rassiach minderwertig." 

.t;in neuer, scheinbar wissenschcsfthch fundierter 

Antisemitismus war im Entatehen. 

(Slightly edited for historical accurecy.) 

(79) Voltaire. Stich aus der S&Jlll:llung Mansell. 

(7Q) Schon Voltaire und anrlere weltliche franz8sische 

J.a.fklllrer batten die Juden f6r ge1stig minder

wertig oder schwerfHlhg, fttr grausam und aber

vitzig, unwisaend und barbarisch, kurz, f«r 

"Fe1nde der A0enschhe1t 11 gehalten. In der Jitdischen 

Religion hetten diese JUdenfe1ndlichen AufklUrer 

nichts sehen kffnuen ale Aberglouben, Dummheit 

uud Hass. 

{Slightly erh terf for truer h1stor1c time sequeJ.ce.) 

{80) Schlagzeile des Dearborn lndependent 
'Vom 22. A.1ai 1920. -
( 'lh1s will need traQslbt1ug anrl expla1u1ng.) 

(80) ldeologlsche Urteile dieser Art teuchten vom 

achtzehnten bis ZWll frtlhen zwanzigl:!teD Jahrhunrlert 

immer wieder auf. A'benso soz1ule und pol1tische 

Ereignisse, die aus derartigen Wahnideen hervor

gingen. 



( 81) Hi t.ler 

(81) So war eine Judenfeindliche--und zugle1ch zutiefst 

unchristliche-Saat ausgesUt Yorden, mehr als 

neunzehn Jahrhunderte lang; und aie ke1mte ver

hUngnisvoll auf in der Gedankenwelt Hit.lers und 

in de111 Nazireich, dos er zu erschaffe,i suchte. 

Wtr kffnnen also das, was unter dem Nazi-Regime 

geschah, n1cht in eiw•m Vakuum betrachten, ala ob 

" es keine Vorlllufer gehabt hltte • .Ahnlichgeainnte 

hat. es imroer gegeben, auch 1m freien Jllerika

b1s in unsere Tuge hine1n. 

(82) "Nur f6.r Christen": Briefe aus 
emerikanischen Kurorten. 

(lh1s will ne~d expla1u1ng, with 
an iU<licution that 1t is of the past.) 

(82) Ja, auch in den Vereinigten Staaten faud man 

Wege-allerdings h8flichere-sich die Juden 

vom Leibe zu halten. 

(83) Deutsche Juden erwarten den Tod 

(84) Gelber Stern 

(83) Und Jmerika bot den Juden wllhrend qnd nach ~er 

H1tlerzeit nur wenig Trost un~ H1lfe. Amerikan1-

sche Regierungastellen taten venig oder nicht.s 

f'ilr sie, auch nachdem sie f:fber des Elend fter 

Flflchtlinge unt! tfber die Massenmorde informiert. 

waren. 

(84) Hitler w1&r n1cht. der erate ("nor th~ last" 

omittetl as po1ntle~s cmrl, to dat~, untrue), 

der den Julfen ein Schandzeichen aafzwang. 

(86) Schild "Voor Joden verboden" 
in e1n~a Park in Holland 

(85) .&r war auch nicht. der erate (rlitto), der Juden 

au• 8tfentlichen Stellungen vertrieb oder ihnen 

das Betreten 8ffentlicher PlUtze verbot. 



(86) Miaehendluug j6diacher Gefangener 

(87) leichen 

(86) 4'ber Hitler gritf jede Verleumdung der Juden euf, 

die die Menschheit aich je ausgedacht. hatte, und 

jede Mesaregel, durch die man Jemala Juden 9 e1ntach 

weil sie Juden waren, bestratt, erniecfrigt, unter

driickt oder vernichtet hatte. Und diese Ufgeo und 

" Grausemke1ten trieb er bis zum ~eseraten, zwa 

Wahnsinn. 

( 87) Sechs Mil lionen mu as ten sterben--'Weil ale Juden 

iraren. Neunzehn Jahrhunderte Vertolguug irurden 

im zwanzigaten Jahrhuntfert in einem riesigen, geplan

ten Vernichtungsgreuel noch eumal durcl\gelitten. 

(88) Jad-~aschem-GedUchtnisstUtte in Jerusalem. 

( 89) )tontage 

(88) Und da fragen manche Christen, warum die Juden 

noch immer trauern ••• 

(May need translating or exp la1n1ng) 

( 90) Montage 

(89) ••• oder warum aie das Schicksal ihNlr Brllder 1n 

rfer USSR und die Zukunft Isree h so ernst ~ehmen. 

("lay need trauslat111g or e.xpla1111pg} 

(90) Un" die Jucfen begreifen n1cht, dasa manche C'hristen 

so wenig begritten hoben, ••• 

(91) JiMisches Mehomol in Paris 

(91) ••• dasa so wen1ge mit ihnen trauern ••• 

(92) "Der ewige Jude." Von Gustave Dore, 1852. 

{92) ••• und daas so viele die alten 1.itgen und Wahn
vorstellungen i•~er we1ter mit sich heMUDtragen, 

: um eie wieder ah spHtere Generat1e>nen weiter
zugeben. 



• t.t1JU~ l'~ U.f\1J JU1JJ$N-19 

(93) Synagogue oe la Paix in Strassburg. 

(93) Nicht weit vom Straasburger lilnster atebt heute 

eine Synagoge, die die Friedenssynagoge heisst. 

(94) Inuenansicht tier Synagogue de la Paix. 

(94) Dort steht ffber dem Heiligtum auf hebrlisch di~ 

Frages "Hoben wir nicht alle dens..,lbun Voter?" 

(q5) "Christus und ( i.n?) Israel." )ioderner 
Holzschnitt aue dem Londoner Observer. 

(Or1g1nal ha~ 11en," 'Which Youlti mettn 
"in" iu French, 11 au,1" ln Dutch.) 

( 96) t.tontage. 

( 95) ~ber •1e die S8hne die sea einen Vaters sich ale 

Br!fder zueinander stellan 11ollen, des m'lfsaen eie 

selbst boantworte~. 

(~ ,f.lY userl translating or t=xpla1n1ng) 

(96) Christliche 1\onfeseionen haben h"ute einen neuen 

Anfang gemacht. Si.., haben den .A.nt1semitismus veT

urtei lt und haben ~it Stolz rlie geme1nsmnen 

1'urzeln von Christentum untf Judentnm ansrkannt. 

(97} hirchenverswnmlung in Keu-Delhi. 

(97) Der l\eltkir<'henrat hat 1948 unrf nochmals 1961 in 

11.eu-Delhi den .Ant111em1t1smus h1 jeder Fonn nech

drtlcklich verdammt, unti hat die 1hm angegliederten 

Konfessionen auf'gefordert, dasselbe zu tun. 

(qs) Zwe1tes Vatika.n1sches Konzil. 

(D8) Un<I irn Jahre 1Q65 hat das zweite Vot1kanische Konz1l 

mit seiner ~rkUfrun~ 'liber die Juden rfen W~g zu 

tieferem Zwiegesprlch gebahnt. Feierlich bestll

tigte die h.1rche, was Paulus am .J.nfang ge leh rt 

hatte: Gott hat rlie Juden euf ewig berufen; seine 

Berufung ist un~uf l8sl1ch. 

( C)9) t.lontuge off izie ller Sclir1ftst'lfcke. 

(Aluy need exp 1&1u1ng.) 
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OBERAMMERGAU - THE GOSPEL OF HATRED CONTINUES 

by .. Rabbi Marc· H .• Tanenbaum 

"Tt -m:a~e's::·me .feel asharp.ed . to be· called a Christian." Rr-of. 

~°V~' Fleischner, a m~jor Rom.a:h Catholic theologian, spoke those 

words last week a.:fter she had. viewed th.e 1984 pooduct ion of 

the Oberamrnergau Passion Play._ A professor of theology at 

Montclair State College in New Jersey, she went to Obcramrnergau 

as a member of an inter-religious delegation of the Amer.i~<?at?-{ ·, 

Jewish Committee. 
_ ... ·. 

.· ·- ...... .-: 

Despite all its ~RimXlla pious pr~tensions, Obera.rn..~egga~ 

has become a testament to the t~iurnph of materialism over 

spiritual v.13.lues. When I first preview:-ed that Passion Play in 
· that seve~-hour pr>oduction , 

1980, r· found :ixxaxx~lii::mxNXX eJ tediams, monumental .. '-" ..... 

bore. Its sole dramatic force derives from its medieval -

cosmology: Jesus and his disciples are the children of light 
' he is.. . 

and they, are schemed against .and ld:x finally crucif'ied by 
. ' 

the heavy-bearded, nefarious Jews and their priests, .the children 

of da:rkne.ss. 

As early as the 1950s, the American Jewish Committee 

published a series of line-by-line analyses of the Passuon Play 

demonstrating that it i .s •tstructurally flawed and is 

consitu_tione.lly anti.-Semitic." After our meetings with Ober-. 
ammergau officials in 1977 and 1980, they made a number of 

changes to remove the worst anti-Semitic passages. But the effect 

remains cosmetic. 

Why 11a11e:N.t'qo they res.ist changing to the better F'.lther 
.......... ...... \..v.•·--"'-""-. 

Rosner text in ·w.hich Jews are- fa~ less. central? The answer: 
. ·\ .. ~ 

-- .... _ . ,_ '"'""--,_money. This versicn guarantees the vill agers millions . . q5~;. d·oiaars 
....._; :-... 

' ''.·.-;_,:':::_;'~"",;,,:_:.~.-.• 1-..: .~i,. ... he•P 11· ve '-.. -._, . on'--·~ :: : .. ·" · . _y 

'-. . , 1. t:·r.1 · -
tt·IC";L·--;;., 

,....,. 0 9 
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I 1 
Not only in the New Testament, but in the Oberamnergau drama itself, 

ther~ are Pharisees who sympathize with Jesus and come to his defense. How-

' ever, they are not identified in the cast list as Pharisees, only as friends 

of Jesus.. The only individuals ~tlfied as Pharisees are tmiforrnly hostile 

to Jesus. This is patently tm.fair. 

The PortT~al of Pilate 

AJC's comparative analysis of the 1960 and 1970 text observed that the 

Passion Play made a near hero of Pilate, portraying him not only as a com

passionate man, sincerely concerned about justice, but as a weakling -- the 

"unwilling judge" -- who reluctantly orders Jesus' execution tmder pressure 

from the. cruel Jews. 

The analysis noted: 

All of this is wildly unhistoric-- indeed, it turns the truth up
side down. The New Testament accotmts and other historical sources , 
such as the writings of Philo and Josephus, . contain no hint that 
Pilate was anything but a particularly brutal governor knmm for· 
his ruthlessness in putting down disturbances (see the reference 
to J1is massacre of Galilean pilgrims in Luke 13: 1). He constant-
ly and unnecessarily offended Jei~ish religious sensibilities, in
spil'ed fear in the Jewish leadeTs and was quite beyond the reach 
of any manipulation by them. A letter from Herod Agrippa I . to the 
Emperor Caligula describes him as inflexible, merciless and cornrpt, 
and accuses him of executing men without a proper trial. He was 
eventually recalled to Rome to stand trial for cruelty and .oppres
sion~ 

• ... ,.. 
~- .. :. 

The revisers of the text for the 1980 performance had a great opporttmity to 
r·!:·:~ ... .., 

:c~rrect this unhistorical depiction of Pilate. Unforttmately, the portrayal 

remains essentially the same. Confronting the High Cotmcil's demand for 

Jesus' death~ Pilate expostulates: "What!:Ye dare to demand that I, the 
.. .r:,-. 

representative of the Emperor, will be a tool in your hands to carry your 
It .. 

designs to fulfillment?!' Yet, that is exactly what he is in the dr~ -- a 

too1-. in the hands of the Jewish authorities! In a later scene, Pilate re

marks "·that he ''Will do his utmost to save (Jesus)" . ./~rl.s would be laughable 

' ' 



were its impact not so invidious. Pilate had total power to save whom he 

pleased and to condemn whom he pleased. Even Pilate's order to scourge 

Jesus -- a routine custom of Roman law (and acknowledged as such in the 

t~xt) -- is twisted in the drama into Pilate's hope of softening Jewish 

~ emnity to Jesus: ''Perhaps' the dreadful sight of a man scourged will alter 

your 1.D1.comprowising stance." (It should be acknowledged t.liat this fonn

ulation replac·es a much more offensive pass~ge in th.e 1970 text, but the 
~f/I~~~ 

replacement does not alter the essential dynamic o:rVthe drama.) 

' . 
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Similarly, Caiphas notes in the play that Pilate ''had htmdreds slaughtered 

without trial or verdict." But Pilate does not behave in the _4.riima like the 

cruel tyrant history has shown him to be. Thus, Caiphas' acrusation has no 

credibility. 

Barabbas 

To depict Barabbas as simply a "murderer" makes the call for his release 

by some people in the crowd humanly incomprehensible. Barabbas is described 

by both Mark and Luke as an insurrectionist ldlo had committed sediti0n against • 
Rome (the same crime for which Jesus was officially condemned by Pilate)f{:. 

/--,--..._ 
The evidence, as persuasively mar~halled by ~~nic Cross~ in-

dicates that Barabbas was a guerilla fighter against the Romans (th~ Greek 

word testes, basically rraeaning 11robber, 11 .·was also used to signify "insurgent"). . 

The Gospel of Mark suggests that ·a band of Barabbas' friends or followers (not 
-- ··-··.-

. necessarily a large~d) --~ked Pilate to release him, rathe; than Je5us, whom 

they may not even have known, and that Pilate resisted the demand· because he 

.b considered Barabbas more of a threat .to .the Roman occupation than Jesus. In 

the Gospel of Lul<~",, written later, the crowd is· represented as a mob from the 
.· 

general papulation, but this ·cannot be substantiated frqm Matthew or Jolm; 

and nowhere in the Gospels i'.s~·there· any indication that the crowd was purposely 
\-e. C.rU.,~. . .,reew•-.··:ey the Jewish authorities tQ'~shou~ against Jesus, as suggested in 

. - -· • •.• I ·•• 

the Passion Play .iM 
.. 

As previously noted, the political ~~a~ities of the .time are largely ig-

nored, even in the revised text: an intermi.~qnt guerilla~:; widespread 

Mess~anic expectations, which wer:e tmderstood by Jews t~ include liberation 

from the brutal Ro~ occuI>ation; fear amon$ the Ronro. ruiers of a large-scale 

uprising, and repressive. measures ~y the Romans, incb1ding. frequent execµtions 

1 *Dominic Crossan, "Anti-Semitism and the Gospel," Theological Studies ; XXVI:l89 (Jtme'6~ 
I 

' '. 



an the cross. 
°I 

If the Passion Play were to seriously in~rate these realities within 

the heart of the dram, some humn mtivation would emerge for those who. 

call out for the release of Barabbas. As a guerilla leader, he llOUld have 

./" been seen as a hero by persons who believed that release frm Rman oppression 

could only be achieved by fighting. 

Intemalizing the Passion 

stated: 

The true Christian identifies himself with those 1'ho sc:helled 
against Chrlit, clmored for his death, 111d crucified Hia an 
Calvmy. Looking for the guilty, the true Christian strikes 
his own bTeUt mid adnowledges that it was because of bis 
sins that Christ died ••• No man cm harbor hatred of the Jews 
in.his_heart Ind bi a Cuistilln.~ 

:-----'---'--~~~~~~~~~-

· . Jesus Oirist took His Mother from 81Uli tite ~ 
Ueiwish people, had a smll group of fai thfu11followet"S hOB 
the Jewish people aromd the cross, gathered' around HiJll men 
frca the Jewish people, who later suffered pain and death for . . 
His sake. Others of the Jewish people met :J.ll front of Pilate's 
courtroom, demding the death of Jesus with the c:ry '{:rucify HJ.ml " 
Who could and should see in these the llhole Jewish people? 
Mlst w mt, rather, regard them as representatives of all man
kind, who by their sins brought about the Lord's death~ 

5°*Ralph Gonmm, ' 'Again the Jews," The Sip, May 1960, p. 6. 

~ *Father Max Bertl, <l>erwrgau, February 1970 
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In the revised text for 1980, a similar passage has been added to the 

prologue to Act I: 

"Welcome to ye, too, brothers and sisters from the people 
From which the Savior sprang. 
Far from us be any attempt to seek the guilt among others: 
Let each person recognize himself as guilty in what happened. 
God has locked all together in their di.sobedience: -~~ 
To all he has sent mercy and salvation from the cross.'~ 

However honi'rable the intentions which motivated these sensitive ad-
• •• . ' ... - •·d .. ~ • • 

ditions, they are t.mdennined\bY the content of the drama which follows • 
. -

For Christians to feel their own culpability in the passion of Jesus, they 

must be able. to humanly identi~ wi~h all parties in the conflict. They 

111.lSt feel themseives capable of~~the same way in the same circum

stances. In the present version, even with the elimination of much of the 

sadistic and bloodthirsty language of the '.i~960 and 1970 scripts, it is vir

tually impossible for onlookers to identifY.-with those who conspire against 

Jesus. Ironically, they may feel some human empathy-for Pilate, even for 

Judas, but the priests, the traders, the Pharisees and the "people" are so 

villainous, so one-dimensional, that hum.an empathy is impossible. 

2 J. :. 

H.·. 

' .• 
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Invoki~g Christian Scriptures 

Efforts· to remove anti-Jewish elements in the Obermrmergau Passion 

Play and similar dramas are frequently countered by arguments that a par

ticular passage is quotecJ. <,lirectly from the Gospels . Christians who feel 
. . . :. . ... ... ! 

th~ ··~re being asked to alter or suppress the lan;uage of their Sacred 
·::···. · ....... 

Scriptures may react with confusion or resentment. To the claim that a 

particular incident or phrasing is ' 'there in the Scriptures," Christian scholars 

have responded with two major observations. 

The ·first is that the New Testament itself cannot be properly tmderstood 

without taki~ ~to consideration the findings and insights of both biblical -........ 

and extra-J:>Jplical scholarship. Father Jolm T. Pawlikowski has noted: 

A. great deal of vital backgrotmd material is missing from 
the Gospel narratives as they now stand. It nust be ·st.tppH~ 
through auxiliary readings and cOJmientaries. This sitvation 
maJ<es it almost impossible for even the very best ~~ .. ~-Passion 

/ ,lays to entirely avoid a trave~ty of the Gospel story. We 
~ot obtain a fully accurate picture of the trial and death 
of ~e~~ from reading the. Go~pels alone. ~is. is the cle.ar f 
~0Ji.clus1on of the vast maJor1ty of modem b1bl1cal scholars.* 

The second is that the Gospel narratives differ among themselves in 
~ . 

describing key events; thus a true understanding of the trial and death of 

Jesus nrust be reconstructed. rather than read from the Gospels. Dr. Eugene 

Fisher has carefully noted how St. Matthew's additions to earlier Gospel 

acco1.01ts of the Passion foster the notion of Jewish guilt: 



I 

Some changes for the wrse 6r 
A few of the changes made in the revised script for the 1980 perf o~ce 

appear to make matters worse. Throughout the earlier versions, Jesus is 

addressed as "Rabbi" by his followers and disciples. These instances have 

been eliminated, and ''Rabbi" replaced by ' 'Master" or 11Denr Master." 

It may be that this change has been made with the best of intentions. 

However, in the context of the drama, it serves to alienate Jesus from his 

Jewish background, his Jewish associates, and his .rcot:S~in the Judaism of 

his time. Moreover, it allows "Rabbi'' to remain in the text only as a tenn 

of opprobrium; ·anyone identified as a rabbi in the dra1T1a is portrayed as a 

villain and an enemy of Jesus. 

Another instance occurs ·in Act II, Scene I, when Jesus foretells his 

death. In the 1970 version, Jesus says: "'The son of man shall be delivered 

unto the Gentiles and he shall be spat upon and) 1ocked at. They will crucify 
..... ' 

him ••• " In the 1980 version, this reads: "But no-,..i the son of man will be 

delivered up to the high priests and scribes, who will condemn him and tum 

him over to the Gentiles ••• " 11le revision has more of an anti-Jewish impact 

than the earlier version. 

Conclusions ~ 
Those who revised the script for the 1980 performance of the Oberanunergau 

Passion Play appear to have made a serious effort to cl~anse it of accusations 

of collective Jewish guilt and rejection, and of anti-Jcwish :j!J~i~ and pre-... ~_....,. .. - . 

judice. They have deleted the explicit allegations in the 1960 and 1970 text 

that God has rejected the Jewish people and ended His covenant with them. They 

have removed many of the most blatant expressions of sadism, vengefulness and 
~ 

greed on the part of the traders, the priests, the Phar'isees and "the people". 

They have added an introductory exhortation cautioning each spectator to 

/ \ 

I~ 



"recognize himself as guilty in what happened ••• " 

Unfortunately, these well-intentioned changes are tm.dennined by the drama 'l itself, for the way in ~wtrlch the story tmfolds and dev~lops ha~ 
basically altered. Thus, despite the elimination of a great many~cries, 

the priests, Pharisees, and fictitious "traders" are still lumped together 

as arrogant, hat~ ~mies of Jesus who hcnmd him to the cross and derive 

joyful satisfaction from his condemnation and suffering. Pilate is still por

trayed as the unwilling judge, f6reed into condenming Jesus by the ''violence" 

of the crowd. Jewish law is still depicted as harsh and ptmitive. The Jewish 
; 

people st~il call dOW!). the blood curse upon themselves and their children. 

Undoubtedly, some of the veh~t anti-Jewish impact of the 1960 and 1970. ver

sions has been moderated, but much remains. Unfortunately, the.\t,nsights of 

current biblical and extra-biblical scholarship have not been incorperated 

into the dynamics of the drama. A mnnber of opportuni t-t:~· to pointuup 

the religious and political realities of that time, and thus provide an tmder-

standable human motivation for the behavior of some of the pr.-0tagonists, have 

been overlooked by the revisers. For example : 

1. It shoµ_lc;l be made clear that the high priest is a Roman ap
pointee ·Bn;~ that the Sadducean party which supported the .priest
hood was at the time closely allied with the interests of Roman 
rulers. They had a, vested interest in maintaining ci vie peace 
and sta}>ili ty; and ~.,ere fearful that any kind of popular up
rising WQ.Uld briJJ.g the might of Rome down on them, and on the 
helpless people. tP.alestine in the time of Jesus was seething 
with revolutionatjr movements. Indeed, a few decades after his 
death they e:rup~~ into a full scale rebellion against Rome. 
Roman fear Qf P9tential political uprising was and remains the 
100st fgnor~~- fa.ct,qr in the depiction of the events of that time. 
It is ·touched -on .. ~ce or twice by the high :eriest, but should 
be lifted up a$ :a ma.ior theme.) · ,_. 

' ' '"'£.~ . 

2. It should be ~de clear that ~e Pharisees.~. as ~e leaders of 
a popular movel,llBBt seeking to observe the COverurot in the spirit 

' . 

'. 
J 

I 
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3. 

of the prophets, bJ!¢C@i ly opposed the Sadducees and disagreed 
with them on /allD.ost every significant ·point of doctrine. 

It s.Ho'uld be clear that Jesus had friepds and supporters amongg 
the Pharisees. Those who are listed a.5 :his friends in the cast 
of characters should be identified as Pharisees. . 

4. In all versions of the Daisenberger text, including the present 
revision, the Jews in the drama fall into two categories: either 
they hate Jesus and plot against him, or they ·are secret or 
''hidden" Christians. 1\Towhere ·is there an indication that the· 
majority of the Jewish population of f.talestine would not have 
known about Jesus, or that there would be many tmo wou1d sym
pathize with him as anothe:r victim of Roman oppression, but 
still not accept him. as the promised_ Messiah. The Gospels/ 
themselves suggest that in some degree Jesus deliberatel}#llis 
his min~stry from the public; even his disciples. did not · always 
compreh~nd him. To· Christians, Jesus' rnessiahship and divi~tty 
are self '."evident, buf this -should not be · read back into the play. 
It should . be recognized in the drama . that there are · a great . 
many people who might have rejected Jesus' messianic claim, but . 
'who would still have'·viewed him as a fellow human, and not sought 
his death. · { 

S. While the role of the traders has been diminished, this group 
should be eliminated from the drama. Their actiams carry into 

/the Passion 'Play a motif of greed which is completely unwarr~ted 
["' by Christian. Scripture, and which stands at the heart of one 

of the _basest of anti-Semitic slande~s. 

These changes would require not only the eliminatio~ of harsh and ·sadistic 

language -- much of which has been accomplished -- but a basically different 

. orientation to major characters in the drama and the way the)t interact'. As it stands, 

the Oberarmnergau Passion Play retains its anti-Jewish impac~ .\_c!espite the well-

intentioned efforts of those who have revised it. 

~ 

-~ 
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~r11mmergau 
1 Laber-Kab1nonbahn, unge 2200 m, ganz1ahng 1n Betrleb 
2 Frelzeltzentrum . Oer WellenBerg" mlt Hallenbed 
3 Verkehrsamt - Helmatmu1eum 
4 Pass1onttp1elh1us 
5 Tennis, Sommer-Elaatoclcbahnen 
6 Bahnhof - Poat 
7 Camp1ngplalz. 
8 Jugendherberge 
9 Kolben·Seasalbahn, Lange 1780 m, ganz1ahng In Batrleb 
P - Parkplatz 

• - bewl"achallela Berg· bzw Ausflugsgaststetten 

Spazler· und Wandarwega • 
Qohzollon !Or Hin· und RO<l<wt~ ob Dorfmlll• • ROckfohrt audl mil Bu• 

La1nenal lee, WellenBerg ' I• Std 
Altherrenweg, Ka1nzan, RollatraOe 1 •t. ' Std 
Friedenshohe, Kreuz.esgruppe 'I• Std 
Fnedenahohe, Kreuzesgruppa, Kolbenalm • 1 Std 
Friadenahohe, Grottenweg, Ammerufer 1 Std 
Eltalar StraBe, Larchenhugel, WellenBerg 1'/J Std 
Rottatra6a, Romanshoho • 1 '/• Std 
WallenBerg, La1nenachluchl, A1pla·Alm 1'/i Std 
WellenBerg, Altherrenweg, Romanahohe • 2 Std 
Ammerufer, Barenhohle, Vogelherdweg, Ettal • 2'/i Std 
Ammerufer, Ettaler Muhle • , Banad1klenhof • • 2 Sid 
Rottenbucher StreBe, Wank-Alm • 'I• Std 
Rottenbucher StreOe, Ammerufer, Untorammergau • 1 Std 
Lmderholer Slra6e. 01ckenwaldlweg, Rambauern 2 Std 
Ammerquellen, D1clcelachwaig, Graawang • 4 Std 
we1ter ube< Grobl·Alm• und den Kohlbachweg nach 
Schlo8 Lmdemof • wettere 2 Std 
Kelberplatta, Kolel-Hohanweg, Kolben * 3 Sid 
Kalberplatte, Kofel·Hohenweg, Kolbensattal • 4 Std 

Bergtouren 
OJe angegebenen Stund.,_ t>ed.uten hfer tew-11• nur di• Autatfogs.zoH 

Kolel (1342 m) ubar Kalberplalle 1 '/i Std 
POrachllng (1665m)• uberd1e Kolbenalm • 3Sld 

~dl1dlltn11 m1t sesselbahn uber Kolbensattol • 2 Std 
- Absl1eg nach Unlerammergau • oder L1nderhof • re 2 Sid 

Bru.nnenkoplhlu- (1601 m)• uber Kolel-Hohenweg, 
Konlgsste1g, Zehn, Purachhng • 6 Sid 
Von dort auch Ab811eg nach SchloB Lmderhof • 2'/i Std 
Klenwn11pltza (1926 m), ab Brunnonkopfhauaer we1tere 2 Std 
Aulecker (,t542 m) ubar WellenBerg 1 'It Sid 
Von dort zum Hornlo, Bad Kohfgrub • we1tere 3 Sid 
LebarJoc:ll (1683 m) • und Ettefer Manndl (1834.m) 2'/J Std 
Von dort auch Abaheg nach Ettel • we1tere 1 'h Std 
Nolkerapllze (1889 m) uber Enaler Mu hie • 4 Std 
Von dort auch Abaheg durch Kuhalpenklomm, weltere 3 Sid 

BHlchllgungen 
Museum mlt Welhnachtsknppen und Hlnterglasmalerelen, 
Pass1onethaater 
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/ OBERAMME.RGA·u~s, PASSION' PLAY 
• 

,~ 

J 
By Don Spa.tz ' t: 

, IN .,'tYB:AR ms, a devut.attna placue 
. rav•lfdlnst teetlooa ot Europe, taklna the 
UV.. of counUeM tbouaand1 Miraculously, the 
dtl-~of Oberammergau, -. tiny YJllaae m 
th• .(1111',0f Gennaoy'1 aout~em Bav1n1, were 
lpfreiiliil ' 

?:
In ~Utude !or thJ!_ Divine intervention, 

le of the town took a•boly vow From 
. me oaward, Oberammergau would be 

1the 1lttlof r.plar dramatIUtu1ns of tbe Pas
aion ai\cj Death of Jesus Cbl'lll. Tiie miracle 
play, 1,1ogenre once common In the Middle 
Aaes::= bettvlved, expanded and contrn· 
ued In tulty 

And\.0 In 1'S4 with the first performance, 
'1- tr1d1tlon· bega11. EJ!.cept for several war· 
callled 1~t.errupll0n1, I\ bu been ma1nwned 
.&o tlllad1r. •••. , 
_ Hund~ds, perhaps thousands, from• Balt1-

n;iore d~througbout Maryland. will make the 
pllgrlma~ thl1 ye1r to view lbe lusloric spec
$10c;le. It 1~ffered.every ten yean al the start 
of ',Heh d~ade, with ,several performances 
each weekirom May through lo late Septem· 
'Iler I ' 

. fhe , p1c ur.csque Alp,me village, which 
boasts a·no,,mal pqpulat1Qll of less than 5,000, 
will burst it.8 seall)S playl'IB host to swarms of 
vl•ltors frofu .all oorner• of the world The 
bandlul • of .\\local ll'jlC()(!() botels have been 
booked< solid for moolha. even yean. 1.n ad
vancie, and dr1vate home:s for nules In every 
direction will be thro'°n open to provide bed 

nd 'board Nflther Inflation nor the battered 
'ollar .wilt j>l:evenl hordes of Americans of 

many reh1loiis pel'IUlllOflll from sbanng this 
e..1traordlnary ~pmtual experience 

Though pi•Y.ed In lbe German language, no 
tr1nalallon lw n,-Cessary I~ appea11and impact 
l~·UnlYenal \ 

Orl1!naliy: Pa.t OberammeTgauer Pas-
1tonswJ11ei was(t>ffered by the townspeople for 
their own edlfh1alion, and for their ne1ahbors 
In neart>y coni\numlles But as tbe' years 
~. word· •P.tt•d, and an ever-widenrng 
circle of the curt~111elamored for admission 

Tbt play begJns 1n the early morning There 
II a break for lwicb, and then the drama re-
1ume11. ending with the Cruc1flx1on and Reaur
reetlon 1n the houri of late afternoon 

•The people of tins qua1nl Bavarian hamlet "" - '"' •1 •u, •kotlol ·-"'" 

James Res:ton 

I 

One of the colotul hotels on the mam street of Oberammergau 

Their cxquts1te carvrngs are prized by anyone 
who appreciates this art form But the play 
has now become thetr chief means of hveh
hood As soon as one production ends, prepara
tion for the next, ten years bence, begins.. 

Every aspect of tb1S buge undertalung la m 
the hands of amateurs, the c1t1zens tllem
selves Everyone IS rnvolved, whether It be m 
the des1gnmg or makrng of the hundreds Qf 
costumes and wigs, the hi:htlllg, building scen
ery, handling props, or playing in the large or, 
cbestra or perhaps singing in the chorus 

Principal interest, of course, centers on 

those who will portray the scores of onstage 
speaking roles It IS said that actors learn 
their Imes years m advance, ,bendmg and shap· 
Ing their daily hves to achieve a true d1men-
11on for the charactm they assume Complete 
rehearsals begin months before the first per· 
form a nee 

The man chosen to portray Christ Is 1nvar1-
11bly one of the town's outstanding leaders, se
lected as much for his perronal qualities as 
for his acting ability Youngsters who may 
play b1l parts m one production, dream and 
work toward bigger and more important as· 

"-· 
s1gnments In future years 

As one w~ attended tile P--. P,JaJ ~ 
1970, and wh~ bu visited Obenmmerpu I 
mterven1na ~" (and wlll go apJn thtp 1111'1 
mer), I can offer a bit of advice to the.flnil 
tlmer Seeing tblt play ban overpowt?\q. a~ 
most mysbcal ~nee with ~ 
e!!!otlonal Impact: llot there coald' 118_ ·pro) 
lems' ln two arw •• . ' .. } 

For one. the audience of about 5.000~dall) 
sits long houl'I on;,Mtid. uayleldtn1• wood~ 
benches If you are .~ well upbolatered, th 
.seats certamly aren't.,Take,a cu8blon , 

And though we•attended the play on a c1e~ 
1 h,J uly when Baltimore fizzled In tO-plua tlea' 
we nearly froze 10 Oberammergau Tbe tow 
1s nesUed 1n the hllh Alps, and there the the1 
mometer remalned1 10 ~ low 408 Wha&'1 
more, I fngid flln fell tJl~hout the day , 

How the perfonnen mlnaiied. drenched 
the skin on their open atage,.i:emalftl forever'· 
mystery to me The llUdlence 11ll ID a·covm 
theater, but tile atde faclDc tbe •lal''" ope11, ·• 

It you go, pack eJtra clothing 
The town Itself IS utterly charm1n1 It de1 . 

rives its name from tbe mlnacule Amm1 
r1Ver, fed by Aip1ne glaciers, which meande 
casually through its center Rultl of flora 
color greet the eye everywhere, from the tld 
httle gardens lo the inevitable window boxe_ 
br1mm1ng with bnlhantly-hued geraniums I 

Restauranll •114 hotel dining rooms bulg~ 
with diet-destroying goodies: prepared by peC» 
pie who seem bent on &ending you hom 
pounds heavier 
· Spotlessly clean despite 1.he 1ncessanl_flo~ 

of tourists who stay only for tbe play and the 
move on, Oberammerg111 ••' a showcase fo: 
trad1t1onal German cleanliness and vemuel· 
hchkeit It is a picture postcarll brought tq 
hfe .. 1 

If you are among the leg101111 from Balh1 
more and nearby who will truel lo West Ge~ 
many this year lo visit Oberammergau, y 
have a glonous treat in store If you are n 
among the fortunate one11tJus year, ( llJU 
that you belin now to lay plans for 1990 

The Passion Play of Oberaf11rnergau can 1~ 
a stab1hz1ng Ulfluence in a chaotic world l~ 
sho~ld be seen•by everyone, at least once , 

Mr Spatz is a radio commentator alllt 
ocw Morial versifier on the Other Voice11 
page ,· 
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/ _ ____ , Jews have long b~en ccnc~rned ~pout the poss1ble ant1-~eilltic. -- ) 
I ~ , , • 4 ' Vi , , -./ "' • t.~ / d . -, 4"-'11/:.'~ - t.._ ~{~!·• rJ '(, ,_, 1.'!.l-<,/,. ,...f_ ... ,,.t_ ,ti_ •I"• -'I. 

\. impact of Passion pla~A for good reason ' Tne Protistant scholar, 

Bernhard E. Olson, notes that 1'1n the i·~1ddle Ages ••• recita1s of 

the Passion of Chns.t were often followed by physical violence 

against Jews. 11 

---:::-.. 
~ii-' The trucif1xion drama, Olson states, played a prominent part ... , 

in the disab1lit1es of Jews through the ccnt~r1es and 1s still a 

G~ major cause of host·il ity against them. l 
Qt ll.\.A1n)O, lt..V -of Uol.\Jo~J .... o/' 

~;-per hap~ hundreds I cf thousand~ of Amer icar.s.., w1 l l view 
( r • -, oS ' ' .,i I JJI •L..1. ~- -/. • .. I .• rA -·- "'-~¢I i.,f _ ft 1t ~ c.,.t D JJ ,t t ~ \ c::zy...;.....•~~,,,__..'<l"r:r-~_,--: __ 

-- - - the OberaITT;crgau Pas5lc~}1aJ?.+-R-+900/ ~ tMS=-i)ec.as~ 8~~ ef ~ 
un·~utea_ y 

a profound <;..oncern ferll Christ1an-Jewish understanding and coopera- (\ 
tia.,., r 't- r-:r.-Lcc1 ,) 

tion; the American Jew1sh Cormtnttee presen~ ... the conll1lentary that 
} 

follo~s. It examines certa1n themes and their treat~ent 1n the 

dr~ma, and prov1des relevant back~round lnf6rmation th~t is not 
J 

,,, 
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self-evident from what happens on the stage. We hope it will 

enrich the v1ewer's understanding of the event$ dep1cted--eyents 

which, after two 1111llenn1a, still contrnue to ~the destrnies -
of our faith communit1es. 

(signature) 
~~pi~~ 

,,,..,...- .__._ ..... 
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Tl_:iE OBERA~NERGAU PASSION PLAY, 1634 - 1980 
"""(..... 

Of all the pageants that dramatize the Cruc1fix1on story, 

the most famous undoubtedly is the Passion ~ay performed every 

ten years by the t01·msfolle of Oberammergau in upper navaria, 

West Germany. The Obera~~ergau play was first performed in 

1634, in fulfillment of a vow made during a plague epidemic ~he 
I 

year before. Over the centuries, it ~as been performed in at 

least five different versions, the present one, by father Joseph 

Alo1s D~isenberger--a rev1s1on of an earlier text by Father 
~/I I 

Othmar Weis--has been used for more than a century ------ --- .. , 
In mocern 

times, the play and the p1cturesquc mountain village in which 
' 

~ iJ_is_pe.rformed_ have_ Q~~ome rraJor rnternatrnnal- tounst -altrac.tJQ.n_J. 
( v.frJ.JJ..L{I ) fuje-w).f .. r r-<./.LJ.l'U ).I tt..1 D~ ·----

____,,/ -·----rne Cberammergau page.:1nt fo l1 ows Jesus fro:n h1 s tr1umj)ha1 

. 

entry into Jerusalem--\lhere he drives the traders out of the 

Tenple--through h1s arrest, trial, cruc1fixion and res~rrection. 

These scenes are interspersed with musical numbers, both solos 

and choruses, and with "1 ivrng tableaus" representrng certain 

epi~odes in the Hebrew Scriptures that are trad1t1onally taken 

,-;--, . \ as prefigurat10ns of New Testa1T1ent events. 1 
_ , , 

!l .,J '-"1 t1 ~ .. J..i c1.1. - )- - _ Tue Jewish religious authorities, the ~l:e traders <md:-,. 14 ~t.1 C.tl~r /. .. ~.(.> 
I ~,) f~ ~ (LJ'J ,\ r-- ' 
~riuo~ / ultlJJlately, the Jewish people, are the villains of the drama. Tu)o....!"'"' J.{ ) 

/ ----- .. -------- - - . 

--- --

... --, - ---
' 

>-H~:....«Fe-~le\t~Ee--ee-m~~-e.y:_the-mo&t--b~~~' 

and behave JJl.--.a.'.-.hl oodthl-I:.st)L---..':lP.d-sa~~aP..neh-Je\'tt:sh-J.aw-4:s 
~ (l..t_ ft.l.thc...l :t>A YtitJI L~iU 

misrepresented as "'eSSOl'lth!H.~ harsh and punjt1ve; Pilate, on the 
~t.1Lt4)'.l.L\J tt...r !,')l:~tlA.i"l.J ~(.." t'r ~ ~j,,..._.J C~~jf.-f"~~t:>d~..:LJ , 
gther-hs:rte, J.s ~i:t~d as a oe<lT·he:ro,~ality..-0£-________ .. 
~upat-i.-o~f<;-i-a'Pfclj-overlook-e.p,d-:r+-. -!f'fnl;~e --1,.,.1'1trt~e.,.,.n.::ise.,,...prtr<.urtlTtt-Lirr1-~alr't 

-?nd r.el1gi.ons d1ff ces tJ1at dnddcd-the-;Jew1·sh eo11a11wn·ty-o£- _ 

tl:i.e tme a1e IgRoT::: All of these factors comb111e to gne the drama 

~- :i. nowPrf11l anti-Jewish l.lTTPact • 

' I 
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~Q. ,uc.c iv/ ~~ 
~ 'A-J pxtfvllv•O/ 1Q lilJ<e;J (~ CU ,{r?t,,l.h. t.VJ.j ,_...,~'> t.U.Ore. V•JOYVW~ 

a,i,r..,H- jc..M~~, /,j ~J-.c.o.-t('f:,, ~ W't.J -4- . W-Mc~ o.Jv-..;a;1 t,(/ 

.. ,,, tt e ... -. •• "11. . • ·1-
l'ns· r •• 1t] Je\flS~.:f~~ndea<~e- play ... t;o Adolf Hitler, 

. tot...h d.l'.. ((. "'tt 'Lil~ /. ' 
a.w~~.,\;.e-r-$ .. - /.,.,t the hen ght of the Seco-nd World Har; .Ji+t.1-er 

~: "It is v1ta1 t'hat the Passior Play be continued at 

Ober9lflmer.gau; for never has the inenace of Jewry been so coh-

' vinc1ngly portrayed."2 Under the Nazi government,-the pageant 
I 

was classified as a ')aciglly ir.iportt<nt cultural document," and 
c..ry 

on the occasion of its t~rcer1ten~ ir 1934, a Nazif1ed special 

performance repre~ented Jesus and h1s d1sc1ples as Aryan ~eroes. 

P.tt.ernpt_s_ at Ref~rm 

..---- After the Second Uorld War, when the Christ1an world began 

to reappraise its attitudes toward Jews and Juda1s~ in the light of 

th! Nazi Holocaust, derJands for revision came from many quarters, 

both Christian and Jewish. These demands were underg1rdcd by a 

Declarat10n, adopted by the Roman Catl-101-ic Church's Second \'atican 

Council and promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 1965, wh1ch asserted: 

u ••• What ~appened to Chr1st 1n His Passion cannot be attributed to 

all Jews, without d1stinction, then alive, nor to the Jews of today." 

· Some chang~s in the text \'sere madg for the 1970 performance. 

Significant1y more have been n1ade for 1980, in a serious effort to 
Ir 

cleanse the play of ant1-jew1sh polemic. and prejud1ce. AA fotFe-
11.1 t;l_, ~~WO~ ,e.. 

d~ passage\now exhorts each speci~tor to "recognize himself as 

guilty in what happened' •.• " in th~ Passion of Jesus. 

Unfortunately, these modificatio!'ls, ~1ell-meaning and \'Ielcome 

.... 
' 
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though they are, do not reach the heart of the matter~ For the most 

part, 

sages 

the text has only been cut, not rethought; objectionable pas
O./l".tL 

have become much fewer f\ br1 cfer; a-rrd-les-s==emp~ but the 

object10.nable themes are still there, ar.d the way in whid1 the story 
... 

unfolds and develops has not. been bas 1ca 1 ly altered. ihe tradt:1~~~ 11~~ 
anti-Jewish polemic \Jfnch shaped the earlier text has not been~ 1.J 

~, nor have the insights of modern biblical and extra-b1bl1cal 

scholarship been incorporated into the dynamics of the play. 

• 
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~ THE !MAGE OF Jrn.s AND JUDAisr1 

Jewish groups and the J<::1tli~h people are consistently re

presented as motivated by evll in the Oberamme.rgau Passion Play • 
.t.ht:.-,~ 1'4tlrtl • 

The traders, whom Jesus G>.'>J:Woe , from the Temple, are..~rnJl~ · bY • 
.... ......___ ~ .. \...__. -

frustrated greed ar.d th1rst for revenge to inst1gate his per-. 
secut1on; the rel 1giefus establ 1shn,ent 1 s pi ompted by envy and 

tt> CJ1l>.,,CJL·~ w,,., ~) \ • ~ 
power madn~s?; · the people, man1pul~ted by the1r leaders, behave . 

-~ '---<' ~~ like a ,$i>El1s~c lynch mob, \driv1ng Jesus to the ~ross with sho~t~ 
~-. \ - , 

~a·. __ \ J_. ___ ,~:;-
la.L~,,.."- . ...,__. 

In ~.Jval of long-standrng re1 ig1ous prejudice, the play 
\ 

\ 

implies that the Je\lish people as a whole knew about Jesus ancl 
~Q , .1 - j Ii 

I ' I f"U"-/ ( '-• ' v:.....v 
collect1vely demanded ~is death. The Jewish law 1s .c-onttstenti-y J 

'\ 
pictured as cruel and v1nd1ct1ve, 1n d false JUXtapos1tion to 

\ 

Christian love. \ 

\ 
Allegations of Blooqth1rst1n~~s 

\ 
\ 

\ 
Though far l_ess prominent than jn earlier versions, expressions 

. \ 

of yindictive cruelty are still numerous ~hroughout the play. As 
~ -
1 ~~t l(fe~(l>.. \ Jesus carries his cross to Golgotha,, sa_d1~~ic enjoyment erupts in 

i,~lf~)i~Jl1"<..-\ a kind of shouted dialog~e bet\leen the priests and the people: "Do 
ww·~.....,.. r , 
/~!~<:. ~ .(u-.:' \ . 

I 

; 

, ... ti!'" tl...I not let h1m rest. On, drive h1m with blowsl" 0 00 not be too careful 
1

: ;·0~ ,J ,;JI pre"";· '' .h lw 'Vtr~~ n-.cf 
~ . .," /with him!" "Up to Golgotha! To the cross with hifTI!" i.~. v 
l\W.""•'-'-rt..E"t""t....,.1- .., 1:J2 / ' I. 1 I r __ ,: , .>11 "11. 
,~1,. ,.JJ.t. df>f 'jC.1 flM\SZ.... ~)')\. \..0Yt.) O:'Vi'.ih L{.'"=\·.-j(. f'~ f\.~,.·N~J n.Vf.-4 ~~how 1~ .. W,;!.6'; JI ff'M 
• ~ L•I .. ~ l.1A1, .., t~ «.. µ..,..~ ..!t ?.4.~C/(' •• ~ .. .lh( 4clc f\ 
~,~-1;er' ,.....-charges of Collective Respoosib1lity - .. . I 
O'lt-O~JA.Yt f'c\t.1 e:1 - - - - - - - -

1 'l('t ~-,,,'-' ' : -ttu. ~1~./'-/''-..;:_/~ 
liJ~ 1C)• 1 The underlying ~ssu~ption of the drama 1s that ~'ffl-<>¥-
' ~ _,,.... ' cel2' c~ ,}"...J<.,,.l l"~ 

Je.w.s..!..-t..mo-lo;e\'&-a,bGu.t-b:ira,-that-they:_r~jected h~-after 5-0i:'a had ~ 

--
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-, 
~nitially ~urporteo or 25cepted hlm--and that they unanimously 

t.)amo_red for h.1_s __ de_a_th. 

Thus, Pilate tells JEsus "Th1ne own nation and the chief 

priests have delivered thee unto me," and later condemns him at 

what he describes as the desire of the High Council and "the people 

of Jerusalem." In b9th passages, the re1191ous authorities c:re 
,VJ S ti>IJ. L'~ l-t.¥ 

assumed to represent ... ~n·-eRt+re.-p~ On a much ffiQEe emot10nal 
"' JU#f 

level, the prologue to Act XI accuses t.Ae.-pe~ as a whole: 
"-. 

' I 
\ 

Have ye then no mercy, 
Oh, ye dece1ved and m1sgu1ded people? 
No! Without pity they cry- Away to the cross Hith Him! ••• 
But around the Savior of all, rn H~ath ilS raging 
A furious, blinded people Hh-:ch ceaseth not its clamor 
T1ll the unw1ll~ng Judge 
Cries: So take H1m and crucify Him. ,,.. ----

<}- ru_.. 1~{c.~ r-... ~,. Jr_.t\/J lt.W r<;r<.J-J!J..,"tt..tj~l rc.c>11 le.,.6.J ct 1Vlv~'c..1J .,,.LJ.Jt~ --, , 
J OJ'~ SiiM~.l._~':_~:1 , 

.. r ~ - - - - - - -

' . And we tfo io.ow ttr&t- ttte maJority of the Jewish popula-
, \JIAl; w) - ------

tion of Palest1~eshad not heard of Jes~~. Meteover; half of the 
--=--=--=--

- ---~Lo1.e.'(.. w.._ 
t~i~? 

Je_.1ish people was then living outside Palestil'le, scattered through -----
~ : ,.-.--------- - -- -- - .......... _ 

the far-flun?_~~~a~-~~!'!!: · J ~est of Jesus'. Jewish contemporaries ~G" ~rl 
r ~ know~ about him, h1s message or his ministry. t vtc.i ~·tu" --- -~,/ ~ .../ tJ'"' ~...I ..... - - - - ------- -- ..-;.. -------- -_ ____ _ __..! 

q ,~ tfv; t \))(i...v J...i~. (0.)1..J D( w'IJJ / ,0~ ct'l ~'fie, ~~) j.LJ c."-1 

~u.t.~ "V'J.J i'4 t.va1.lt ~$l'f o.J..f7 I ~,~ ~ \V<jl, <c;t! c...-ii~t' f ,9..J f' l ~; ~ 



, 

- ~(Luke 23:27). 

'ff ~ wvv~OtJ.J ~h,tc : ~ ~J~-- ~·~K.17 tu,r-.vA ~;,A.Q',. J~. ;i p.}Jo. 

~~ .J P'( · "'- \ 
1

A f-"1-~ ii+-ef ( £ ,n . .J. '" f A Ci)~ t.J,t.,r l··j I I IJ c P( c " • 

-1::8te1 in the seme ~ct...,-Pilate com:.,eAt9: 

Only a few days ago ye acco~panied th1s man through the 
streets of Jerusalem i'nth reJ01cing. Is 1t possible that, 
to-day, V1ese very same peop-le call ,down death and de
struct1on upon him? 

' . 

f Adu .. µ_7 
1 

1HlU tA.Q- µ,J~~ 1i...J ~'\t-JJ,e.w. kt:~ ~J/..,'fc t-o jlJ~~-~-~~-~ ~u..::-e j 
IR ,p&tRt of-fact-, i.ie-do . .not:..lmew (that the crowd that ~-le&-uJwc4 u.J.t-s.J 

- ecUN.J 
do\'m destruction on Je~us consisted of the same pe(}ftte who had f r-!.J..i .:>v..J'1 · -,-
cheered him"' 

l . 

I 
s / 
y 

L 



If'- , .. 

---

"Willful B1ind11ess" 

I lJ f-')..Jt.J {, J 
\ !qa i1l" in keep 109 w1 th 1 ong-S"<a~ re 11 g1 o"s ereJ u~i ce, t'le 

play suggests that the refusal of Je\1s t~ acc:o~ ,Jesus w~s p_ro'npted 
\ 

by willful perversity--that they knew, or could have kno'tm, of his 

divine mi$s1on, yet purposely refused to accept his message. 
~ e.<Y..vJ 

That Jesus% divine and that he ~the- Mess1ah is, of course, 
s..(.J - Ci..xc&..:-d 

obyious to Chrisqans; but it was not ~il to his ~-ft 
-ttT - My\. .£AY'..A~.J f' ~'.:~I " 

contemporarie$.J l'\On the contrary, the Gospels suggest that in some 

..,. ... - -

degree Jesus deliberal.ely hid hls mrnistry from the public. Hls 

ffie$Sian1c role was supposed to be known only to the t\lelve dis

ciples, not to the general public. Indeed, even the twelve d1a not 

always comprehend Jesus' ministry: Peter challenged his pred1ction 

of his death and resurrection (Matth~w 16:21-24}; the d1sciples 

argued which of them was the greatest (Luke 9:46-50); James and 

John advocated the use of force {Lyke 9:51-56). Not until the very 

end, at the Last S~pper, did ~ven the disciple~ fully understaqd 

the import of Jesus' teaching (John 16:29-30). 

, ., 
- - 1-
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That being so, the i~pl1cation th?t only w1llful blindness 

and jealousy prevented universal acceptance of Jesus' mess1ahsh1p 

is patently~ L4tuJ,..nri..'4f'al~ 

False Imege of a PolarJzed Cornrnun_~ty 

Only one issue divides Jews in the play: ho\·/ t_hey react _to 

Jesus. The cc~rou~ity~ for tbe ~ost pa~t, is drftWO in Pl~cks and 

~ --"' whites: there are the 11 bad11 .Jews, who hate lle_sus (or are manipu-

!,Lirl "1 •• Jk.tw'f \, la,ted 1nt~o hat-1·ng him), r-~ and who hound him to his de~th; ~nd there 
~ J~,, •' ""'1.o{-4 • .w I 
'J. ' : t" II d11 J--::-::-..... • ff t t 1 Ch t. I f 11 l~1.t1., "'°"' u...i. wt.. .are 1;e goo eHs--1n e ec_ pro otypi~a ris _Jans--w10 o. ow 

~~ ( f1• b-74) !h1m. -- --
~ :Jc.n.{) ;!,"!, J~ ·-

I \ 
<i r.u....<"4-'•~~u.., Among those \/ho ~heard him, Jesus actuall.Y found, not only 
..6fli( I"'(. Iv~,> 

0

1 ~J-' ... A.t. J./U.UrJ'- lo /....v.:J C .,r :,,t.t--l-~"f.1 r.t., ~ 
enemies and d1sc1ples, but also Jews-who;;\sympathized with him as a 

tf t I \iJ\ ti.t-..t ,'J) 
fellow victim of Roman opprcss1on/ t-hed§A tl;tiy d1d Ret belieVA?' he 

"\ 

was the promised Messiah. The play br1efly recognizes that fact 
.. 

by having a few people in the crowd call on P1late to release 

Jesus~ but this fleeting impression of sympathy 1s irrnned1ately dis

sipated when the "priests and people" accept responsibi lity for 
. 

his blood. • {J l . I I 

·C,µt.,ia..A..,,it_ ~UR.-~ ""''~ 
Also soft-pedaled is the fact that a:=i:wmbeP-O-f Pharisee~1de-

lw-o 

I 
, I, \i'tf.1 ~J fended Jesus~ • JH:I-Om5-}. fhey. appear 

'}l,(.C.t!V' I A I ~ -(!.J-c.}"' 
},..!tf' :t ~-.Jin the Passion pla , bu~a,re 1dentif1ed o~ly as "frtends" of Jesus, 

~~ not as Pharisees. " 

Misrepresentation of Jewish Law 

,j I J 
"'i'f"t:ortli'l oioc~v n111!1gr"'1!'a""'1t.,.,1 ~i S:t"t '!'lOm"lit".'lC'2~p'T1t~i,,e~A44;...+1~e~ll g~."6: ~!llili'9fl~•"'d n11'Tt'i 9""i'~, lh e Pa s s ion f 1 ay 

' ' I 
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£.!ctures Jewish la\/ as the oppof1te oJ Cb.r1stian love as ~ fov~.11lt.1 

a sanction for enmity against Jesus; only once during the trial is 

it invoked to demand fair treatment for him. The drama betrays no 

understanding of how Jewish law actually was interpreted and applied. 

Christians have traditionally been taught that Jewish law had 

become an ossified relic by Jesus• time--that it consisted solely 

of the often very stern norms of the Hebrew Bible, literally and 

unchangingly applied. Actually, Jewish law, like other ,~ law 
. 

codes, has continually evolved over the millennia. Long before 
--·~ 

Jesus,' time, Jewish sages had begun to interpret it in increasingly 
I 

humane ways, intentionally making severe punishment difficult to _ 1 -1L-.. 

1 y~ w,,,.~~ ~~.._u1 et., -ff~ ;;.L.-1».dtc___ /l#M IJJtLtJ -/~ ~ 
apply. , By....the=:t=m~« Jes-Hs=-tr@m=cap~r:i'l:Shmen t-41~ ~er
~o-r... ~ f:~ d.J..d:.._ ~ j 
~W-tth--syst-em-of--Jttst~haHR-aAy~Jre.rr; a Sanhedrin 

' -, w...~~~--
(Jewish high court) that condem'led even one person to death .tftt=. 
ttn>LP ~{,(.,.~ 41,,~ ¢-he. ~ ~~ ~:.L~ -_::) 11"fYA..v1dv.~ 
~~AR;=t=TltI·NK 'IEfUf~IJS*AT.IQN1(was deemed a ·~ Sanhedrin. 11 

In ,recent years, Christian scholars have examined the lively 

religious \torld of Jesus• day without handed-dmm prejudices, 

tracing the vari~d tre_nds of f1 rst-century Judaism \tith their 

achievements and shortcomings. The results confirm that the anti

thesis of Jewish law and Christian love is false. We now know that 

many of Jesus• moral teachings-•such as the Beat1 tud~s and the lam" i~ju.vitfi'Dlh.J 

of love, forgiveness and mercy .. -have roots in the Jewish Seri ptures 

and are paralleled in the rabbinical writings of his time. Un-
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I 
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I 
fortunately, the Passion flay remains untouched by these 1ns19hts. 

\ 
I 
\ 
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,~J JHE HJSTORICAL CONTEXT 

The trial and death of Jesus can be fully understood only 

/if viewed ag·ainst thefi>' historical bad.ground: the brutal Roman 

occupat1on of Palestine. Jewish insurgents were fighting an 
er r - . --

interm1tt~nt 9ue~1lla war against the occup1ers~fA large part of 

the Jewish masse$ was imbued with messianic expectation, including 

the hope of deliverance from Roman r~le. The Romans, faced with 

the ever-present possibility of a largeaSEa:ii@ po4.t~~ uprising, 
\ 

~esorte~ to severe repress1ve,measures, including frequent execu-

\ - - ----tions on the ~ross. ,<.'-
! The play s_hould have conveyed somethrng of the helplessness 

of the people under these cond1t1ons, the climate of desperation 
I 

mixed wilh ferve~t hope, the political hazards amid which the 

Jewish authorii1es had to n'ancuver. But it dces no such thing, 

instead, it seeks to heighten dramat1c tension by making the 

Romans look better and the Jews far worse than the historical 
' 

record \'li~rrants. 

Pplit1cs and ReJigion 

Except _for di_ffe_rences. of opinion over Jesus, the Passion play 

almost totally 1gnores the varied polit1c~1 and religious trends 

that divided the Je..ti_sh c_Qll11JlUnity of the time. It thereby obscures 

the question to what e>;t~nt the_ .spokesm~.n fQr the priesthood who 
. 

conducted the proceedings aga1nst ~esus may be coPsidered lead~rs 

r 

-, i 
/ 
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of the Jewish people. 

A Roman Cathoiic scholar, Eugene Fisher, comments: 

The Gospels as a whole present us ,q, th sufficient 
evidence, when viewed objectively, to reconstruct a 
true picture of Jesus' death. Th.it picture does not 
include "the Jews" or even "the Jewish leaders." It 
is an event m wlu.ch the Roman governor is the primary 
actor, along with certam key figures of the Temple 
party which he contr9lled.~ 

-Delineating the Chief factions witiun the Jew1sh comlfiunity of 
e::fi?f" t.,.. Fi.1ku..J • 

the first century A.D., M,(notes that the Temple priesthood, and the 

Sadducean party which supported it, were closely allied ·with the 

mterests of the Romans, not for religious but for political and 

economic reasons. Cut off from the people and living by collabora-

ti,on with Rom~ they could not be called "Jewish leaders" at all. 

VigorQusly opposed to then were the Phar1sees, lay leaders of a popu-
-

lar movement that sought to revive the spirit of the prophets. In 

spirit and belief, .the teaching of Jesus and the early ofdch 1vas 

similar to that of the Pharisees. Also opposed to the priesthood were 

the Essenes, an ascetic separatist group which denounced the Temple as 

vile and corrupt. ~ 

" .• :~he Pharisees and the Essenes, unl!ke the 
Sadducees, had no political power They had no 
temple guards to enforce their will as did the 
chief pn.es t. They were as pet"ex:less before the 
Roman conqueror as were Jesus and his small group 
of followers. ul«" ~ 

Th~ Po~trayal of P1l~te 

C<:ntrary t? e~erythin~ we kJ:ow about him, the Passion Pl~y shows 

Pontius Pilate as a kj.nd of noble-minded weakllng- -a com.: 
- - s 



\ 

-14-

passionate mant s~ncerely concerned ~bou~ JU5t\Cet but ~ot de

tennrnc.d enoy_gh to \!l thst~nd _t~e pfess
1
ure of t.ti~ veng.eful Jews 

for J~~u~· execut1on. -
This portray~l literally turns the ttuth up~ide down. The 

New Testament and the historical writings of Philo and Josephus all 

agree that Pilate was a particularly brutal gover~or, known for 

his ruthlessness in putting down disturb~nces. The Gospel (Luke 

13:1} mentions a massacre of Galilean p1lgr1ms ordered by him; 

Philo r~fers to his "corruption , his acts of in5olence, his rapine, 

~ -~~ his habit of insulting peopl~t his cruelt:~d his continual 

murders of ·people untn ed and condemned, ;(nd) his never-ending, 
'-... 

gratuitous, and most grievous rnht.:man1ty. 11•J11e was eventua 1 ly 

recalled to Rome, to stand trial for cruelty and oppression. ~ ~u.:~ 

¢he:zR0111att=g1Werno-r , w I ttr absolute power to save or condemn 

whomever he saw fit, he was in no way susceptible to pressure 

by the Jewish authorities. On the contrary, he kept them in 

fear, and con?tantly and gratuitously offended Jewish religious. 

s~nsibil1t1es. 

The Passi6n Play's wildly unhistorical depiction of Pilate 
lru.t~ iWt 

could have been corrected in the current revision, s1:1t tho npz.. 
j\ 

wrt1mity-\:H_5=="Qt takeA-. Although one passage ref~rs to Pilate's 

having "hundreds siaughte.red without trial or verdict," he ~ 1'1 ~;. tl/"..'rt"l.>jU. ~ 

~ct lik-c the cruel tyrant he was, but rather like g helpless 

puppet in t~e han~s of the Jews. Even h1s order to scourge the 

defendant ... -a rout me practice in Roman tria 1 s-,.-iS excused as an 

atterr:pt to soften Je111i sh enm1 ty against Jesus, and one passage, 

.. y• 
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previously cited ( 11 
••• Till the unwilling Judge/tries. So take ... , . ~ 

Him and cruc1fy H1m") actually lmpl1es that Pilate handed Jesus 

to the Jews to be crucif1ed .2}.'. them. Cruc1fixion was, of course, 

~Roman form of execution, carried out in this cas~as in .all 

others by Roman soldiers under orders from the Roman governor. 
/ . 

Tb~ CrQWQ that Cried for Barabbas 

ber and murderer. 11 Thus, _when some of the members of the crmtd 

.cry out for h1s release_, they appear to be c~oosing a comrnon crim

inal over Jesus--a vfi~ious, morally incomprehensible choice._ 

In actua 1 fact Barabbas, according to both Mark and Luke, \1as 

convicted of sed1t1on. th~ same crime for which Jesus was ~-

~ conder.med by P1 late. The evidence indicates t'1at he wcs a 
lb, -

guerrilla f1ghter against ihe Ro~ans. \jAs such, he would have been 

something of a popular hero, particularly among those convinced 

that freedom from Roman oppression could be ach1eved only through 

armed struggle. \ 
. <.o~~ ' 

If the Passion Play had dep1cted Barabbas~s a f1ghter against 

the occupying pm1er, those who called for his release would at least 

' have had a humanly understandable motive. 

• 
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~ 11 H 1 S IN THE BIBLE 11 

Efforts to remove ant1-Jew1sJi elements fro'Tl Passion plays 

are frequently countered by the assertion that a particular pas-

sage· is quoted from the Gospels • . chr1st1ans may resent be1ng 

asked (as they perceive it) to alter or suppress parts of their 

sacred Scriptures. Ho\/ cogent are the.se arguments? 

Interpretation and Selection 

To the ~ssertion that a particular 1ncident or phrasing 

11 is there in the B1ble, 11 Christian scholars have responded with 

two maJOr observat1ons. 

First, the New Testament cannot be fully understood without 

taking into consideration the findings and insights of both biblical 

and extra-biblical scholarship. Father John T. Pawlikowski has 

noted: 

A great deal of vital background material is mis
sing from the Gospel narratives as they no1·1 stand. 
It must be supplied through auxiliary readings and 
conmentar-1es. This situation makes it almost im
possible for even the very best of Passion P1ays 
to entirely avoid a travesty of the Gospel story. 
We cannot obt~in a fully accurate p1ciure of the 
trial and death of Jesus from reading the Gospels 
alone. This 1s'the clear conclusion of the vast 
major1ty of modern b1bl1cal scholars.i'\Jt 

Second, the Gospel narratives differ among themselves 1n de

scribing key events; and one of the ways ln.wh1ch they-.differ sig

nificantly is in ~he roles ascribed to Jews and others in the trial 
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and death of Jesus. As Dr. Fisher has noted, ~atthew adds to the 

earlier account by Mark certain small but provocat1ve elements 

that foster the notion of Jewish guilt. For example, 11 he expands 

a qucst1oning of Jesus by tne ,temple authorities into a,formal 
' 

trial before the Sanhedrin. , This tnal, many scholars agree today, 

could not .have taken place that night 1n the way Matthew describes 

it .... ··~ Again, where Mark, hoping to appease Roman sensitivity, 
' ~ w.tfel<.1 ~-..e ~·11t~.1) 
~ P1 late so.ne\1hat hesitant about whether to k-'tH Jesus.(ffatthew 

I\ • 

shows him wholly conv1nced of Jesus• .rnnocenc19r~nce the hand-' 
,._ 

--- wash1ng scer.eA a detail of dubious authenticity, since this ritual 
A -

was a Jewish, not a Roman custom. The "blood curse" ("His blood 

be upon us and our children") also is an addition in t1atthew.H ~ 
~ ~ 

Because of differences like these, a true understanding of the 

trial and death of Jesus cannot(s1mpl3\_?e)uorrov1ed from the Gospels, 

but must be extracted and constructed from the different accol!nt5(£) 

~ Vih1ch passages and events are selected in dramat1z1ng the Pass1on 
- 't$ -
is bound to make a great deal of difference as far as feelings to

ward Je~1s and Judaism are concerned. 

O_ne-Sided Choices 

The Oberarmnergau y'ray demonstrably invokes and c!PaR1athes- ~~Ji~.t4 
l.W..~V-0~ ,._ 

those Gospel episodes which cast the most ~ative light on Jew1sh 
" motives and actions, no matter how narrow their h1storical basis. 

For example: the 11blood curse," the cause of so much hatred and 
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persec:ution of Jews throughout history (found only in Matthew); ~ 
~l( w\A..ICA. f,f~ d.~1{.{). ~>:. . .;; I v-i-

' 

j'f N~_hand washi~'rlf:i1s:R-l.a.y..s the responsib1l1ty for Jesus' Cfrr.c/..,:: .. n0A'-~..A1h._ 
..f. .,, ,, ~ ~ 1'u'J.J.Jtf f..) ,.. err-':.. ; , 

· ~the Je\'JS (a1so
1
,rn tlatLhew), the incident where 

--- . ...._ 

/~~ 
w-e <ou.., .-c .. 

Jesus. after his scourg~ng, is once more shown to a pitiless, 
' 

vind1ct1ve mob (only in John). 

" The question, then, is not whether the events depicted 1n the 

Oberammergau drar.ia are true to Scnp~ure; the quest i on 1s wttt:t.W wtr 
U-t.t"(... 

these part·1cular events ~::::9-e selected. It would have been 
"' 

possible to devise a text fa1rer and· more sympatretic to Je1·1s, yet 

equally true to Scripture. 
\ 

l_t 1 s NOT in the_ Bib 1 e 

In view of the argument that Passion plays must adhere to the 

Gospel accounts, 1t deserves to be pointed out thJt one important 

strand in the Oberal11ffiergau drama has no Biblical foundation at all: 
- "T'. ( 
- - l~-P,.~ - '1-· ...+- ~ 

the affair of the cHsJOepn1t~b1-& ~1-e traders~,q Tiazpie;= 

In the Gospel; ·the traders-are summarily driven from the Temple . 
courtyard by Jesu~, and are not ~entioned th~reafter. In the Passion 

play, however, they qecome the initiators of the p'lan to destroy 

Jesus. Bent on revengE;(_anQ onrefm~urs~meFi~for the losses caus·ed 
' ' 

by their ejection, they inveigle J1Jdas into offer1 :ng to b~tray Jesus 

and serve as intermediaries between him and the Jewish establishment. 

All this is freely invented; in the Gospel, Judas approaches the 

priests directly and on his own initiative with his offer of betrayal. 

( 
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In earlier versions of the play, the traders were extremely 

vociferous and prominent, in the current revision the1r repititious 

rhetoric lS considerably reduced. But, as elsewhere in the new 

version, cutting proves to be no substitute for rethinking. The 

basic flaw remains; the traders still figure as in1t1ators of 

Jesus' be~rayal and as an incarnation of "Jewish greed." 

I 

, 

--
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1rN Df"1~v R.'11 .. )-iiTY Mt..LJ ~ 

~=1NfEP.NAtIZI_~c; lH&.PASSION 

, , 
Both Roman Catholic and Protestant scholars have emphasized that 

the ~te'f'fte'l message of the Passion fo~ Christians is to make them 
l\.Cr t1) lMI tt."( ·~1·" Ml 0~-~ :..rJ, f ~t'f.l~t l 

aware of their mvn culpabiii ty..J f ;~--Ralph GorTllan -;\T1 tes: 

The true Christian ident1fles hl.rnSelf with those who 
schemed against Christ, clamored for his death, and 
crucified Him on CalvaT}'. Looking £01 the guilty, the 
true Christian strikes his own breast and acknowledges 
that it was lrecause of his sms that Christ died ... No 
man can harbor hatred of the Jews in hl.S heart and be 
a Christian .a. ~ 

In sinular fashion, Dr. Be1,:d1MEl Olson obsen·es: 

The I-with-Chn.st ident1facat1on uses the Cross to denio.1strate 
the culpability of others. TI1e I-against-Christ identifica
tion points up our OM'l gul.l t and our involvement in ·the 
deepe1 and more m s1d1ous acts o: inhwnanity which men every
where are disposed to to;r.r1 t. ~ ~ 

\~uv-"1]~1 ct< f,.JJ~ iv.J~u.tio.u.i) 
.,. ?------ cl;.e 

Two well-motJVst"Q. efforts to universalize and .L1ternal1ze1respons1bil1ty 
11

~tM ~ b~~w.J_,. :'J: lU ~\~--~) Q\.()ttl/ t~CV, ~~['µ~-'""J! r<t ~ 
for Jesus' death llppenr ~"Oberanmergau text. one, -e 'ff1'Ctea ore1•ardj 

cit~ the Vatican Cotmcil Declaration of 196~ .ani' si:ates that the Jews who 
M ('"\ 

demanded the death of Jesus should. be regard~d" tfepresentatives of all 
~ 

mankind, who by their sins brought about the Lord's death,0 The second, o_ p,J..1.11 

ih'o" of 
adde-i to the ~prologue t:e Act ! , disclai111s "any attempt to seek 

,.. ' 
guilt among others; let eacli person recognize himself as guilty in \ihat 

happened.' r 
pf1..!Jt.1ror~1.1 J ~1..t.!l1'~ei 

However -SeRSl:t-Rl'e' these addi t1ons ~ are ~ by the drama 
~ 

which follows. fl)!' ~l:stiens To feel their own culpability in the passion 
a...i:r~(~~ -:: , 

of Jesus, ,tA&y must be able to identify ~with all parties in the 
If" -- I 

I 

•,., 

: 
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confllct . 
. r;Lr ~ c~ ·~ ----...., ' . 
They must feel themseh·es eapab1:e ~rg behaved .tiheJwr vM.. 

..seme ~a.y-:=a5-Jesus' adversaries in the same~1:.~~tanc~~;- "4---~-~_fe'I....,.,,.~ 
f7":.. - -- 1~-t"'i i1w.1T~ ~" ~f ..-ol,.S_, .-J 

~is virtually J.JIJPO?_sibl~_f_OLQ.~Jg2ls,ers t~ 1'J:e¥14tJJ_-:'?~F-~c_ o_p~~, 
Ioli-<( 1Atl•~',( - L 

to-Je~, ll'Ofl1efli.ly ,,., they TJ1.0Y" feel some ~empathy for P1la~e, 

even for Jµdas. But the priest~, the traders~and the populace are 

depicted as so villa:µious, so one-dimcns1onal, that hUJna:n.empathy .1s.~ 

. • ~'l i-~ I I: , ....... .. ,,, .... ~ • 
impgss1b~. '-'2- t-0e'uv-r~t .. i1w.~ V/11f <1 c,f ';f ./• v~ /l"i ~1.-r ' ~-':::' 

~ cb--t..RJJ'l'LA.- · 6'v,,,tr:-lf 6e &eu+·;(i;...a;~( fd_ U1iit~"1'"'j 
... .lf)A@~ t e/ b1£. tfu cU41..1i~' r 

~r • 

/ 

, 
i.r ~r- fcrufaA-' J ~J i~~.,,nd-f10"~ 

I 

( 

, 

\ 

, ... 
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T() 0iJt 'IC01J-4L D<J. F..l.Je~cl.J 

~.~ le M:iSHt=tlPD~~T_U_H_H:i' 

-
The OberamTiergau drama is rooted 1n a tradition of hostility 

and contempt towa-rd l1ews and Jud~ism which prevaileg for many cen~ 

ttiries and shaped the attitudes of gen~rations of Christians . Ac

cording to this trad1t1on. Jews were collect1ve1y guilty of the 

death of Jesus; they had been re.Jected by God for refusing to ac
"'414i.1.'tfo--'-''-'' >-"fAt:Lt-<4 ~tJ, ... ,: t1.:a<-~;U.11... ~, 

cept Jesus, and their reli gion had become rnval 1d with tlie advent 
/'t\ 

of Christ1an1ty. In modern · t1mes, ih1s anti-Jewish. ideology has .-d , ; _, 
· · 1'1~~'..Y\ ( ~ ,-u;...·~tf..u:/ </<-t ~u .. uJ~: ~~:!/·!..: a .<A I- u .. -1"-~.·..t t {I ·~ 

been repudiated by/ic'hrist1an cnurChes<.-9ttt=i1t still ~ i~..l.-_,;,lu -
' ~ f\ (""• J ~ _, .. • , .1 • ( 

1 ~.t.. ~'f U' .. .J..(,· • - ~( ... 

Passion plays such as that at Oberqmmergau • '--- - __ .. __ _::... ..... _,,,-.. . ' (/,:::-. 
In 1968, the Secr etariat for Cathol 1c-Je\11sh ~elations of the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops issued a statement 

on Passion plays, cautioning wr1ten: and pr'oducers of such pageants 

to avoid ·the following exaggerations and m1 sinterpretations. 

'--
To conceal the fact that Jesus 1s a Jew and that His 
friends as well as His enem1es in the drama are Je:Hs; 

. 
To create the impression that most Jews of Jesus' day 
wille'CI His de~th; f~ilrng to show that the secrecy sur
rounding much of Jesus' trial was motivated by the large 
following He had in Jerusalem; 

To change the •11crm·!d11 before the governor 1 s pa 1 ace into 
a· screaming 11mob, 11 as representing all Jerusalem, and 
indeed all Israel; 

To depict Pilate, whom historiography has shown to have 
been a ruthless tyrant, as an innocent and Rindly 
bystander; 

To highlight thos~ texts of the gospel narrative that • 
are amenable to mis1nterpretat1on by uninformed audiences, 
such as: "His b~ood oe upon us and upon our ch1 ldren11 

(Matthew 27:25). V 
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In 1975, the ~ ri11 '<iWff!f'e'Hl\""n" United States Natil'lnal Conference of 

Cath~c B2 i::hops ( SA\18 AS UKI T"";J S "A nc;, CONF·~r-:~ ci;; OF CAlliOLIC BISHOl1 S, 

P.AG::= 20'>) stated the new agenda of the Church vis-~-v1s the Jews end 

Judaism in general tems. Referring to 1'ost,ra Aetate, the pnpel bu 11 
"?: 

1 issued in conJuncti0n ( ?) with the Seconrl Vatican 
• 

Council (1()65), and t" the Gu1dehnes (1~a-mr-1) 
> 

, the B1 !!hops 

dee lared: 

We urge a 11 in the Church \1ho Hork 1 n the area of 
education, whether in the sennnary, the school .or 
the pulpit, not only to avoid any presentation that 
might tend to disparage Jeus or Judaism but also to 
emphasize those aspects of ou't faith which bear wit
ness to our common patrimony and our spiritual ties 
with Je\ls. 

Much of the alienation bet\':een Christ1an and Jew 
found its origins in a certain ant1-Juda1c theol ogy 
wh1ch over the centuries has led not only to social 
fric.tion with Je11c; but often to their oppression. 
One of t~e ITTOSt hopef ul developments 1n our tlme, 
powerfully assisted by Nostra Aetate, has been the 
decline of the old anti-Judaism and the reformation 
of Chr1st1an theolog1cal expos1t1ons of Judaism 
along more constructive lines. 

The f1r$t maJor step 1n this d1rect1on was the 
. repud1at1on of the charge that Je\ls were and are , _,1·· /!;' /? -- -- collectively gu11'ty of the death of Chr1st. Nostra 

_,,.- / Aetgte and the new Guidelines have definitely la1d 
(_ II , // to rest th1s myth which has caused so much suffer-

v ing to the Jewish people. There remains however 
the cont1nu1ng task of ensur1hg that nothing which 
in any ~ay bpproaches the notion of Jewish collec
tive gu1lt should be found in any Catholic med1~m 

- of expression or com~un1cation. Correctly viewed, 
the disappearance of the charge of collect1ve guilt 
of Jews pertains as much to the pur1ty of the .~2./ 
Catholic faith as 1t does to ' the defense of Judaism.\./ 

r 
t (f#Sf~ OF TllIS ~eo~e~--AMERltAN-8!-SHGPS,-CiltJLDNJ_T-
..}lE CITE-VAHEAff-+H-)- I 

~ 
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In varving degrec.>s, t.he ObereMn<'rp:on di-ama os performed in Iqso 

still vinlatec: the rrinnples h:id dnwn iJ) ' these twn statements. It 

wou]d have been en :srt:.-:xmr:tB act ' of 1ust1ce and reconci hetinn if the 
~rt 

producers hact taken thEln ~ fullv to heart Christians as vell es 

~ 
Jews ore poorer fnr the fa1 lure to use ~ npportuni tv. 

It 

• 

' -z;. .. 

·-
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Memo to: JucHth Bonk1 cc: Souya J\auf+-'r 
From: George i;;n 1 ot1on 
SubJect· ()heraM ... ergrau• A CofT'l"'!'tarv •• '!. 

Date: • ·l,4 arch 4 ~ f980 

Here, post haste, are my final su e-~estions on the Oberam?'lergau piece, 
for you to use of 1hscerd El<i vo11 see fit. You don't owe me on acco.1nt.
ing, but if you need fur.ther '1-ielp. feel fre~ to cnll me: 516-487-4064. 

In mv notations, balloonQ inrlicate comnents (as against actual copy); 
red indicates queries calling for deci.-;ions, checking or mr1ting 
by you. 

Most of my contributions are S"TlalJ potatoes. '!he only large potatoes 
are the following: 

( 1) 'lhe section "Charges of Colle<'tive Repponsibi h ty"(pp. 6ff.) 
seemed muddled and choppy on reinspect,1on; I've reworked it. 

(2) ihe query on p. 9 raises a substantive point .,.,hich worries me 
and which I 1m not expert enou:h to deal with. 

(3) l've cc-mbi~ed the last two chapters, "Internahz1ng the Passion'' 
and "A Missed Opport1101ty,"so as to have en entity in scale Tith 
the other chapters, long enough to contain subhee~s. '!he t~o 
pieces go together nicely, I think. 

(4) 'lbe closiQg paragraphs (pp. 2J-21A) have been trancposed and re
•orked so ve end Yith ~·ords of our own rather than w<tth quoted 
matter. 'ihe bull(?) and guidelines referred to 1n the second 
Bish ops' statement should be identified; see queries. 

Some technical h6rdware remains to be ettended to: 

(1) _:You must decide whetl\er the pi~ce is to be copyright~~ If so, 
the copvright notice must go either on, or on the back of, the 
title pnge--preferably the latter. 

(2) 

(3) 

' If you vant., and space peJ1l!it!I, a table of contents, it should 
consist of only the fore'lrord and the five chapter t1tles--not 
the $Ubheads. 

Ask Sonya to decide whether the piece should have 81! ISBN 
{International Standard Bqok Number) and a. price, and where they 
should go. 

Also decide, or ask Sonya to decide, whether a piece of this sort 
is supposed to get an A.JC document numb~r instead of, or along
side, the ISBN. 
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