


sor Maxwell Irvine—,lo the director of the Thomas
Reid Institute—George Rousseau—, and to David
Hewitt and Catherine Mc Inerney of ASLS for making
the experience so memorable for everyone attending the
conference.

TURNING TEN AT GRENOBLE

The Society will celebrate its tenth anniversary with an
exciting conference in Grenoble, France, this summer,
Titled ““France and Scotland in the Enlightenment,”” the
conference will be held at Université Stendhal under the
auspices of the Ftudes Fcossaises (CNRS) group there.
Conference director Pierre Morére and program director
Deidre Dawson have planned a special event that is sure
to please everyone in attendance. More than forty-five
papers will be presented on a wide variety of topics, as
well as two plenary talks: Paul-Gabricl Boucé of the
Sorbonne Nouvelle, “‘Scotland and France in Smollett’s
Present State of All Nations, 1768-69,”’ and David
Marshall of Yale University, ‘‘The DBusiness of
Tragedy: Accounting for Sentiment in Julia de
Roubigné.”” The conference sessions will begin at 9 AM
on 6 July and will continue through the day. Sunday 7
July will be given over to an excursion to La Grande
Chartreuse. The academic portion of the conference will
continue on 8 July, extending until lunch on the Sih. In
addition, a sumptuous conference banquet will be held
on the 8th, partially subsidized by ECSSS as a way of
commemorating our tenth anniversary. All conference
sessions will take place at the university, but accom-
modation has been arranged quite reasonably at two Ibis
hotels (City Centre and Banlicue de Grenoble).
Members wishing to attend the Grenoble conference
should contact Deidre Dawson at the French Depart-
ment, Georgetown University, Washington D.C.
20057; email: dawsond@guvax.acc.georgetown.edu;
fax: 202-687-5712; or Pierre Morére at UFR d’Etudes
Anglophones, Université Stendhal - Grenoble 111, BP
25, 38040 Grenoble Cedex 09, France; fax:
33.76.82.41.21. Don’t miss this very special occasion!

CHICAGO IN 97!

After a period of uncertainty, we can now report with
much satisfaction and considerable anticipation that the
1997 meeting of the Society will be held in Chicago,
jointly with the Midwestern branch of the American
Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Because the re-
gional branches of ASECS have assigned times for their
annual meetings, the conference will definitely be held
during October (probably the first half). Other details
are not yet set, but Tom Bonnell of MW/ASECS and
the conference director, David Jordan of the University
of Illinois at Chicago Circle, are cooking up some ter-
rific things, including a reception at the Arl Institute of
Chicago. A call for papers with more information
should reach members by the end of this year or early in
1997.
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UTRECHT & DUBLIN COMING UP

Thanks to the efforts of Wijnand Mijnhardt, Frits Van
Holthoon, Kathleen Holcomb, and others, plans for the
Society’s 1998 meeting with the Dutch Eighteenth-
Century Society in Utrecht, The Netherlands, are shap-
ing up beautifully. The conference has been tentatively
set for the first week of July. Further details to come!

Andrew Carpenter, who is running the Enlighten-
ment Congress in Dublin in July 1999, has confirmed
that ECSSS will be able (indeed encouraged) to hold its
annual meeting at the Congress. Tentative plans call for
an extended seminar on ‘‘Scotland and Ireland in the
Eighteenth Century,”” a collaboration between ECSSS
and the 18th-Century Ireland Society. Michael Fry will
be taking charge of the program for the Society.

BUSINESS, BUSINESS

At the Aberdeen Conference, the Board reluctantly re-
commended thal dues be raised to account for rapidly
rising costs for printing and other matters (see the new
fee schedule on the back cover). The membership ac-
quiesced in a surprisingly cheerful manner—some insist-
ing loudly that it’s still a bargain! In other business, the
membership approved the Board’s recommendations for
the sites of the 1998 and 1999 conferences, as well as
for a Toronto conference in the year 2000 with the
Canadian Society for 18th-Century Studies.

In more recent business, Kathleen Holcomb, with
the generous assistance of Jeff Smitien’s ASECS staff at
Utah State University, is establishing an ECSSS site on
the World Wide Web, which she hopes to have up and
running this summer. Kathleen can be reached by email
(kathleen.holcomb(@mailserv.angelo.edu) or fax (915-
658-9529) in regard to this project.

1995 PUBLICATIONS

The Glasgow FEnlightenment, ed. Andrew Hook and
Richard B. Sher, the fourth volume in the Society’s
publication series, was published just in time for the
Aberdeen Conference last summer. It includes an intro-
duction and twelve original essays by leading scholars
(see the review in the Supplement to this issue). A 252-
page hardcover volume with 16 illustrations, it can be
purchased by ECSSS members for the very reasonable
price of $22.50 or £15, postpaid, by sending a cheque
or Access/Visa card number and expiration date (with
your signature), and of course your address, to Tuck-
well Press, The Mill House, Phantassie, East Linton,
East Lothian EH40 3DG, Scotland, U.K.

The second 1995 publication with an ECSSS con-
nection is the November issue of Hume Studies, includ-
ing papers from the joint ECSSS/Hume Society con-
ference held in Ottawa in 1993. David Raynor is to be
thanked for helping to put together this voiume, which
ECSSS members can purchase by sending $5 to Flume
Studies, 338 Orson Spencer Hall, University of Utah,
Salt Lake City, UT 84112, USA.







Tam Leonard, Aonghas MacNeacail, Edmund Morgan,
and Liam Mcllvanney.
Ken Simpson plans to publish most of the papers
from this program.
H.L. Fulton, Central Michigan University

Robert Burns and Literary Nationalism
University of South Carolina, Columbia

28-30 March 1996

Sponsored by the University of South Carolina, with
support from the South Carolina Humanities Council
and the Richland, Kershaw, and Lexington County Lib-
raries, this bicentenary conference featured wide-
ranging academic papers and an extraordinary exhibi-
tion of Burns editions and Bumnsjana at the Thomas
Cooper Library. There were receptions hosted by the
St. Andrews Society of the City of Columbia and the
Thomas Cooper Library Society, and a lavish southern
tea was provided by members of the Robert Bums
Society of the Midlands. Liam Mcllvanney attended
through the generosity of the Atlanta Bumns Club, which
funded his travel from Christ Church, Oxford, where he
is completing a dissertalion on Burns and Pre-
sbyterianism. As is entirely appropriate for an event
held in honor of Burns, the community joined with the
university in affirmation of civic, local, and regional
ties as well as poetry and song. Watching native South
Carolinians initiating visiting Scots into the mysteries of
local cuisine at *‘The Lizard’s Thicket’’ on Thursday
night was one of many pleasant cross-cultural ex-
periences at the conference.

Conference participants agreed that the high point
was a quietly delivered plenary address on “‘Bums and
Beirut”’ given by Tom Sutherland (Colorado State,
emeritus), who was Dean of Agriculture at the
American University in Beirut when he was taken
hostage in 1987, eventually spending almost seven years
in captivity. Like so many expatriate Scots, Tom
Sutherland had Bumns almost by heart, and his talk
described Burns Suppers held with fellow-hostages in
the dark over pita bread and spoiled cheese, with a
deeply interested but bewildered French diplomat-
hostage having the vernacular Scots translated in a
whisper. He spoke also of aliempting to reconstruct in
his head all the couplets in ‘““Tam o’ Shanter’” during
six months of solitary confinement, and of the red rose
his wife carried to him when they finally were reunited
in a hospital in Germany. Tom Sutherland’s talk tes-
tified to the broad recuperative and symbolic power of
this Burns poetry that we literary academics study so
closely and sometimes so narrowly.

Not that there was any narrowness in this conferen-
ce’s academic program. From the Makars (addressed by
Ronald D, 8. Jack) to Hugh MacDiarmid (Robert Hay
Carnie; Marjery Palmer McCulloch) to contemporary
settings of Burns’s songs (Patricia Talbert; Esther
Hovey; Robert D. Thoraton), the talks placed Burns's
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writings in vseful context. Alasdair Gray’s brilliant
deconstruction of the Burns myth, from his viewpoint
as a contemporary Scottish novelist, was witty and deft.
Donald A. Low, looking ahead to new technologies,
called for hypertext approaches to Bumns; Alexander M.
Kinghom, considering Bumms’s central role in current
Scottish nationalism, discussed the essential radicalism
of Burns's political perspective. Jeffrey Skoblow’s
paper on Burns’s resistance to commodification of his
songs showed how hospitable Bums is to Marxist ap-
proaches, while Rodger L. Tarr’s presentation on
Carlyle and Burns suggested Burns’s contrary appeal as
a cultural hero and problematic superman. There was a
valuable presentation on Watson’s Choice Collection
(1706) by Harriet Harvey Wood, who has just edited
this most influential early song-book for the Scottish
Text Society; Kenneth Simpson’s and Peter Zenzinger’s
were among several sympathetic papers on Burns’s debt
to his too-ofien-neglected vernacular predecessor Allan
Ramsay. As most of the academic panels were double-
tracked, I can speak only of half: conference consensus
was, however, that there is an encouraging energy in
Burns studies today: the hicentenary activities, far from
being pro forma, are sparking new approaches and
ideas.

There was no ideological agenda—a forum was
simply provided for recent work from all perspectives
by a range of scholars, from Bums’s voluminously
learned biographer James Mackay to established
scholars nonetheless new to Burns studies; from distin-
puished emeriti professors of Scottish literature such as
Allan H. MacLaine to nearly-finished graduate students
and well-informed peneral readers. Conference co-
directors G. Ross Roy and Patrick Scott provided the
structure and planning needed to bring these different
constituencies into collegial contact, and a number of
community organizations and campus groups at the Un-
iversity of South Carolina added their support. The re-
sulting interchange of viewpoints and approaches, along
with the warm southern hospitality of the evening re-
ceptions, imbued this meeting with a distinctly
Burnsian — convivial —ambiance as well as theme.

Of two on-campus and one county-library exhibition
drawn from the incomparable Roy Collection of Scot-
tish poetry, 1 am still smiling over one particular item
among the showcases in the Thomas Cooper Library—a
letter that features a strategic water-blot, sent by *‘Syl-
vander’” to his *‘Clarinda.”” Burns teasingly asserts that
Nancy herself must be the best judge of whether he has
been weeping over her last letter—or possibly just fab-
ricating a melodramatic special effect for his own. Des-
pite the two centuries and more that separate 1787 from
1996, the papers given at the South Carolina conference
sugpest that Burns still poses many a teasing question
for his readers.

Conference proceedings will be published in a spe-
cial issue of Studies in Scottish Literature.

Carol McGuirk, Florida Atlantic University







ECSSS seminar on ‘‘Empire Builders: Scots in
Eighteenth-Century British America from Moatego Bay
to Hudson’s Bay.”” The intent of the seminar is to ex-
plore various rtoles that Scots played in Britain’s
American empire. Roger has already lined up speakers
on Scottish royal governors in the West Indies and on
Scottish academics in American higher education in the
mainland Middle Colonies during the American Revolu-
tion. But he is looking for a third speaker to address
some topic relating to Scots in Canada for about twenty
minutes, and he would also like to secure a chairperson
and possibly a commentator. If inlerested in playing one
of these roles, contact him at the Departmeat of His-
tory, Adrian College, Adrian, Michigan 49221-2575,
USA.

WESTERN ONTARIO SEMINAR

The Interdisciplinary Seminar on the Eighteenth
Century at the University of Western Ontario featured
talks this spring by ECSSS members Alexander
Murdoch on ““Scotland and America in the Eighteenth
Century”’ and Douglas Long on ‘‘Hume’s Jmagina-
tion.”’ In addition, Ann Skoczylas delivered a paper that
draws upon her docloral research on the John Simson
affair: **The Interface between Politics and Religion in
the Presbytery of Glasgow, 1716-1725." As always,
the seminar was organized by Roger Emerson.

ADAM SMITH SOCIETY

The Adam Smith Society held a seminar at the meeting
of the American Philosophical Association, Ceniral
Division, on 25 April 1996. Chaired by Donald
Livingston, the seminar included talks by Douglas Long
on ‘“Adam Smith on Propriety, Sociality and Justice™;
Samuel Fleischacker on ‘‘Inventive Philosophers:
Smith’s Conservative Radicalism™’; and Glen Hueckel
on ‘‘Smith’s Uniform ‘Toil and Trouble’: A *Vain Sub-
tlety’?”” For further information about the Adam Smith
Society, contact the Secrelary-Treasurer, Henry C.
Clark, at Canisius College, Buffalo, New York.

GEOGRAPHY AND ENLIGHTENMENT

The University of Edinburgh will host a conference on
this theme from 3 to 6 July 1996. There will be more
than a dozen papers on a variety of topics, inciuding
one by FCSSS member Charles S. J. Withers on
“‘Situating Paradise: Enlightenment Debates on Lan-
guapge, Natural History and Geography.”” For more in-
formation, contact Peter S, B. Niven, Geography and
Enlightenment, UnivEd Technologies Ltd., University
of Edinburgh, Abden House, 1 Marchall Crescent,
Edinburgh EH16 5HP, Scotland, U.K.
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EDINBURGH BIBLIOGRAPICAL

SOCIETY

The Edinburgh Bibliographical Society, which was
founded in 1890 and thus older than the Bibliographical
Society in London, organizes every year a program of
six to eight meetings, including visits to private and
other libraries in Scotland or occasionally the north of
England. The annual subscription at present is £7 (£5
for students), and inquiries should be directed fo the
Hon. Treasurer, ¢/o National Library of Scotland,
George 1V Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1EW, Scotland.

For their subscription members receive the Transac-
tions al no extra cost, and are also eligible to purchase
at a substantial discount one copy each of any other
publication by the Society. The Society plans 1o con-
tinue to bring out issues of Transactions roughly every
two years, though this program could be accelerated if
there is sufficient material available. Contributions for
the Transactions are invited in the fields of bibliography
(in its widest sense), the book trade, the history of
scholarship and libraries, and book collecting. Con-
tributions are by no means restricted to Scottish topics,
though of course these will be particularly welcome.
Articles should be submitted for consideration to the
Hon. Editor, ¢/o National Library of Scotland.

Nortons’ ‘‘Hume Library’’ Available

Beginning as part of its centenary celebrations in 1990,
the Edinburgh Bibliographical Society has developed a
pregram of occasional publications. The most recent is
David Fate Norton and Mary J. Norton, The David
Hume Library (1996, in association with The National
Library of Scotland; 156pp,, including 8pp. of plates).
In this work, the Nortons have traced the path of
Hume’s books to his brother and sisier, then to his
nephew, David Hume the Younger (later Baron Hume),
and finally to Thomas Stevenson, an Edinburgh book-
seller. Working from manuscript sources, including an
1840 catalogue of Baron Hume’s library, as well as let-
ters to Hume, the authors identify several hundred tities
that belonged to, or probably belonged to, the
philosopher/historian.

Copies of The David Hume Library are now avail-
able at a cost of £16, excluding carriage. There is a spe-
cial discount for Edinburgh Bibliographical Society
members, who may purchase one copy each at £8, plus
carriage. To order, send name and address to the Hoa.
Treasurer (for EBS members) or to Publication Sales,
National Library of Scotland (for non-members)— or use
the enclosed order form. The book will be sent along
with an invoice, to which carriage charges will be
added.

Also available: Brian Hillyard, David Steuart Es-
quire: An Edinburgh Collector. The 1801 Sale
Catalogue of his Library (1993, B8pp., with 46pp. of
plates). £6 (EBS members), £12 (non-members).







active schedule during the Burns Bicentenary, why
should he? . . . Jane Fagg received one of Lyon Col-
lege’s Christian A. Johnson research granis to use the
Scottish Record Office this summer, studying Adam
Ferguson’s role as a ‘‘manager’” of the Church of
Scotland . . . Roger Fechner and a colleague at Adrian
College earned runner-up honors in the ASECS Teach-
ing Competition for a new course on Representatives
and Representations of the ‘“New man’’ and the **New
Woman’’: Class, Gender and Race in 18th-Century
Anglo-American Culture’” . . . Michael Fry spent the
spring term as a fellow at the Huntington Library in
California . . . Anita Guerrini has been appointed to a
tenure-track Assistant Professorship in History and En-
vironmental Studies at the U. of California, Santa Bar-
bara; she was also elected to the Council of the History
of Science Society and the Executive Board of ASECS,
and she gave birth to her second chiid (a boy) last sum-
mer . . . Lore Hisky is retiring from her teaching posi-
tion at Central High School in Memphis, Tennessee,
and will have more time for her Scottish lecture and
travel company, Castles and Kings . . . Thomas Ken-
nedy is now Chair of the Philosophy Department at
Valparaiso U. in Indiana . . . Leah Leneman received
another ESRC prant to continuing studying divorce in
Scotland during the long eighteenth century
Deborah Leslie has taken a position as Rare Book
Cataloguer at the Sterling Library, Yale U.
Raymie McKerrow is now Professor of Communica-
tions ai Ohio State U. . . . Emma Vincent Macleod
{formerly Emma Vincent) has been appointed Lecturer
in Modern British History at the U. of Stirling . . .
Carole Meyers is currently Brittain Fellow at Georgia
Institute of Technology . . . Jerry Muller’s Adam
Smith in His Time and Ours has been issued with slight
revisions in paperback format by Princeton U. Press . .
. Alexander Murdoch of the Scoitish History Depart-
ment at Edinburgh U. spoke on ‘‘Race and the Highlan-
der’’ at a conference on Scots and Aboriginal Culture at
the U. of Guelph in March . . . Murray Pittock has
heen appointed to the Chair of Literature in the English
Studies Department at the U. of Strathclyde . . . Jobn
Pocock spent this academic year as a Visiting Scholar at
Tulane U., writing the critical ‘‘four-stages theory”’
chapter in his book on Edward Gibbon . . . Adam Pot-
kay has been promoted to Associale Professor wilh
tenure at the College of William and Mary and is serv-
ing as Acting Editor of Eighteenth-Century Life . . .
Susan Rosa is a Mellon Post-Doctoral Fellow at the U.
of Chicago . . . Paul Scott spent much of the year lec-
turing on Burns, Boswell, Scott, and “‘Britishness’’ in
Edinburgh and Glasgow as well as Germany . . . Judith
Slagle is spending this summer collecting and editing
the letters of Joanna Baillie as a Research Fellow al
Edinburgh U. . . . Andrew Skinner is editing a four-
volume, variorum edition of Sir James Steuarl’s Prin-
ciples of Political Qeconomy for Pickering & Chatto
Publishers . . . Hideo Tanaka will be in Scotland from
April 1o September as a Visiting Scholar studying the
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Scottish Enlightenment . . . Ingmar Westerman is
writing a doctoral thesis at the Amsterdam School for
Social Science Research on John Millar, James Mill,
and the importance of pre-eighteenth-century historical
concepts for Scottish philosophical history . . . Chris-
topher Whatley is now Head of the History Depart-
ment at the U, of Dundee . . . Arthur Williamson stars
in a sixteen-lecture video series on ‘‘Apocalypse Now,
Apocalypse Then: Prophecy and the Modern World,”
which includes three lectures spanning the period from
Newton to the American Revolution (in the U.S, cali 1-
800-832-2412 for information) . . . John Wright has
been elected to a three-year term on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Hume Society . . . Bill Zachs has resigned
his position at the Boswell Papers in crder to return to
Scotland, where he is a Research Fellow at the U. of
Edinburgh.

ECSSS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

John Abbott, Literature, U. of Connecticut; David
Randell Boone, Religion, Presbyterian Church USA;
John J. Burke, Jr., Literature, U. of Alabama; Robert
Callergird, Philosophy, U. of Stockholm (postgrad);
Alison Diack, Gaelic, U. of Aberdeen (posigrad);
Catherine Jones, Literature, Emmanuel College,
Camhridge (postgrad); F. Peter Lole, Art & Architec-
ture; David Mackie, Art & Archilecture; Emma
Vincent Macleod, History, U. of Stirling; J.L.A.
Madden, History, U. of Aberdeen; David Marshall,
Literature, Yale U.; Caroline McCracken-Flesher,
Literature, U. of Wyoming; Bruce Merrill,
Philosophy; Terrence 0. Modre, History, U. of Edin-
burgh (postgraduate); Mary Catherine Moran, His-
tory, Johns Hopkins U. (postgraduate); Philippe
Morbach de Lure, Art & Architecture, Musée de la
Grande Loge; Jerry Z. Muller, History, Catholic U. of
America; Shinichi Nagao, Economics, Hiroshima U.;
William Bowman Piper, Literature, Rice U.; David
H. Radcliffe, Literature, Virginia Tech; Estevio de
Rezende Martins, Philosophy, U. of Brasilia; Franca
Ruggieri, Literature, U. of Rome; Tatsuya Sakamoto,
Economics, Keio U.; Gordon Schochet, Politics,
Rutgers U.; Kathleen Anne Scholey, Literature,
Lytham, Lancashire; Kathleen C. Scholey, History,
Lytham, Lancashire; Christoph Schroer, History, U.
of Munich (postgrad); Mark G. Spencer, History, U.
of Western Ontario (posigrad); James Swenson,
French, Rutgers U.; Johmn A. Taylor, History,
Southern Ilineis U.; Randolph Trumbach, History,
Baruch College, CUNY; Roger Turner, History,
London; Ingmar Westerman, Politics, U. of
Amsterdam (postgraduate); Donald J. Withrington,
History, U. of Aberdeen; Natalie Zacek, History,
Johns Hopkins U. (postgraduate).







Jacobite vanguard atlacked alone at dawn, there is a faint possibility that they might have caught Cumberiand’s
8000 troops while they were forming up and scattered them before they could effectively respond.

The other occasion on the 16th when the Jacobites might have won is much less tantalizingly plausible, in that
it is far more contingent on a lot of other factors going right for them. The moment in question came in the heat of
the battle proper, when the Atholl Brigade’s charge connected with Barrel’s and Munro’s regiments on the left of
the British line. The Atholl Brigade had been severely mauled by British firepower during its onset, but, inspired
by the example of Lord George Murray at its head, charged on and in consequence became one of the few Jacobite
units that physically connected with their foes. In a few frantic moments of melee, Barrel’s Foot suffered almost
one third of its number killed and wounded, was pushed back, and looked as if it was about to break. Hundreds of
Jacobite soldiers even broke through and ran into the regiments in Cumberland’s second line. Al that point it is
just possible that a panic might have broken out. It is not often appreciated that the British soldiers at Cu]loden
were cold, hungry, and weary, t00. They had been up since before dawn, had marched through rain and mud to
Drummossie Moor, and had not eaten since early morning. They were undoubtedly in better condition than their
foes, but they were not at the top of their form. In such circumstances, it is conceivable that panic might have set
in. Had it done so, and spread to the regiments close by Barrel’s, there is a very remote chance that the Jacobite
army might have puiled off a hard-won victory in the battle proper.

Assuming, then, thal any of these what-ifs had transpired, and the Jacobites conscquently won the battle of
Culloden, what difference would it have made? In my opinion, very littie. By April 1746 the Jacobite army had
been backed into a corner. It held a large part of the Highlands, but insecurely, subject to incursions and raids
from both Whig clans and the Royal Navy. The vulnerability of their supply base and core area, and the disruption
and destruction it had already suffered due to forays by British troops and naval blockade, were already sapping
the strength and will of the Jacobite army. This attrition would not have ceased, and might even have intensified,
in the event of a Jacobite victory at Culloden. Furthermore, by dint of experience hard learned afier British defeats
at the battles of Prestonpans and Falkirk, the British state was by this time quite good at rehuilding armies beaten
up by the Jacobites. It took the Pelham government little more than a month to get their military machine back in
order after Falkirk, and we can reasonably assume they could have done the same again after losing another one at
Culloden. We can be cerlain that even if they had won the Jacobites were not going to launch another offensive
southward (that moment had definitively passed by April 1746), so they would still have been in much the same
focation after a win at Culloden. Thus, a Jacobite victory on the 16th would not have ended the affair. More likely
the Jacobites would have found themselves facing another British offensive in May and, if they defeated that,
another and another and so on, until the war came 10 an end.

So Culloden most likely could not of itself have been decisive in securing a Jacobite victory in the war. As is
well known, the War of Austrian Succession was finally brought to a close by a series of French military successes
in the Austrian Netherlands which effectively knocked the Dutch Republic out of the war. Britain could not carry
the financial burden of mainfaining the Pragmatic Alliance alone even had it been inclined 1o do so, and by this
time it was increasingly at odds with the war aims of its Hapsburg ally. Out of this predicament came the com-
promise peace of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748. Had the British been forced to continue the war in the Highlands,
thereby throwing still greater strain on Dutch resources in the Low Countries, the difficulties and losses this
would have entailed might have accelerated the process whereby the conflict finally came to an end, and thus
forced Britain to make peace with France sooner than actually happened, say in late 1747 rather than 1748. But
even then a continuing Highland war is unlikely to have made a dramatic impact on the final peace. The most like-
ly effect of Britain being forced 1o the treaty table with a Jacobite rebellion still underway there (assuming the
Jacobites won not just at Culloden but at several subsequent battles too) is that the French would have insisted on
their Jacobite allies being included in the peace treaty.

If the precedent set by similar inclusions in the past was followed, as would probably have been the case, at the
end of hostilities those Jacobites who wished to remove themselves to France would have been allowed safe pas-
sage and those who wished to remain in Scotland would have been allowed to return unmolested to their homes.
Which is as much as 1o say that the economic and acculturative processes that were ultimately 1o reshape Highland
society so dramatically in the late eighteenth and carly nineteenth centuries—already well in train by 1745-
46—would have continued unabated. Tt also seems highly unlikely that the Scottish Jacebites (at least those who
chose to remain rather than go into exile) would have been quite as receptive to the siren-song of another Stuart
adventure. Charles Edward lied, shamed, and bluffed many of the clan chieftains into joining the rebellion in July-
August 1745; it is unlikely he could have carried off the same stunt a sccond time. Hence it is probable that even
if the Jacobite army had pulled off a series of victeries and thus survived to be included in the peace of Aix-la-
Chapelle, the 45 would still have been the last hurrah of the Jacobite cause.

So does the imaginative exercise outlined above tell us anything worth knowing? Culloden was never likely 1o
be a decisive battle for the Jacobites unless they were defeated. This is hardly a revelation for anyone who has
studied eighteenth-century military history. The battle does not do good service as a social, political, or economic
watershed. This will not come as a surprise to many historians of eighteenth- century Scotland. What I think does
emerge from refleciing on this moment in the past after this fashion is a better appreciation of the power of the
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to the dissemination of ideas and of a pervasive culture of print in the eighteenth century, what evidence remains
and should be used to assess and possibly to classify the nature of that contribution? The products themselves re-
veal some levels of a national involvement in production and distribution, but customs records and newspaper ad-
vertisements jndicating the international trade are of great importance also. In the absence of large numbers of
Scottish books with clearly definable provenance in Canadian libraries, they are sometimes the only remaining
evidence.

Books were far in advance of other commodities in being governed by a trade requirement that certain aspects
of their origin be labeled on each individual item. Bibliography teaches us that one (though by no means the only)
method of detecting geopraphical origin is to use information appearing, almost always by the eighteenth century,
on the title page—bibliographers read the imprint. The economic element must be measured from the book as
physical object or its representation in a hibliographic 1ool, such as the English Short-Title Catalogue (ESTC). But
there is as yet no scholarly consensus regarding the definition of a Scottish book.

It is perhaps reasonable to state that a book published in Edinburgh, with thal fact stated at the bepinning of
the imprint, is a Scottish book in economic terms, regardless of the authorship or the content of the text. Should
the line be drawn at such undisputed publication evidence? What of an indication within the imprint of an interest
in distribution, even if ownership of shares in the copy is not involved? Such evidence is contained in the second
and often lengthy scgment of the imprint which has been delineated and explained hy David Foxon for the early
cighteenth century, and enhanced with further provincial examples by John Feather.” Economic involvement in a
book could result in those booksellers who were minor, as well as major, copy sharcholders being named in the
imprint after the ali-important words ‘‘printed for.”” There is, however, a further level of economic involvement,
which might vary {rom 1the wholesaling of hundreds of copies to the retailing of only a few. This centers on the
distributors in various towns whose names appear after the phrase *‘sold by’" or *‘also sold by.”’ The fact that any
particular title was, from imprint evidence, distributed in Scotland indicates that a Scottish bookseller decided that
the book would find a market in the region. There was, therefore, a level of Scottish interest in the book. Does
this interest, however, mean that the book is Scoitish for the purposes of an analysis of the export trade?

In economic terms, therefore, is any book with at least one Scottish bookseller named somewhere in the im-
print a Scottish book? Some would argue thai this is indeed the case. This approach requires scrutiny to assess its
usefulness as a measure of Scottish input into the distribution of books to Canada. Hundreds of merchants moved
L.ondon imprints to various locations around the world, from various ports. To follow the above logic, do im-
prints become Scottish, Irish, or American when they are sent first to booksellers in one of these locations and
then reshipped to Canada? Further, are books Scottish, for the purposes of international book history, if the only
Scots involved in their distribution are general merchants on both sides the water? This point takes the researcher
well beyond using the book itself as evidence, for general merchants were not within the inner circle of the trade
and were not mentioned in imprints. To track distribution by general merchants requires the use of other sources,
as mentioned: customs accounts (which at the port level include merchant names) and newspaper advertisements

For exporting, the trade did not have a clearly defined framework regarding the ‘‘nationality’” of products.” It
did not need to, since the customs and excise regulations required only that books outward bound from British
ports be deemed either ‘‘British’® or ‘‘Foreign.’’ Further, and of especial relevance here, no demarcation within
the category of British was necessary. Customs records have sometimes apparently concealed the movement of
Scottish books to the regions that eventually became Canada. Giles Barber’s meticulous overview of exports,
pleaned in part from customs records held at the Public Record Office, London {(PRO), includes the following
cautious comment: ‘*‘Hudson’s Bay, listed in the records throughout the period, apparently never received any
books at all.”’" An examination of records in the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives reveals that those fur traders
who lived in the forts around the bay most certainly did regeive books, including Scottish imprints, from book-
scllers located mostly in London but sometimes in Scotland.” However, as the contents of barrels for the personal
use of the fur traders did not have to be detailed on the bills of lading used by the customs collectors, these books
are not in evidence at the PRO. One Scottish publication that was a bestseller in the Northwest, perhaps not
surprisingly, was William Buchan’s Domestic Medicine. This small example is part of a larger concern with the
records at the PRO as the sole source of evidence for the Scottish export trade. My research to date on the quartet-
ly accounts at the Scotlish Record Office, Edinburgh (SRO) has led to the discovery (surely already made by
others?) that the records of the PRO and SRO are not compatible. The composite accounts in the PRO often indj-
cate no books moving from Scotland at all, whereas the accounts for Leith or Port Glasgow tell a different story,
which is necessary for a fuller understanding of the books outward bound from Scottish ports.

Newspapers are particularly importani for early Canadian book history due to the lack of other surviving re-
cords. In two adverlisements alone, one in 1786 and one in 1799, gver 370 distinct titles are listed as being
shipped to either Halifax or Saint John from Glasgow or Greenock.” These titles inciude Allan Ramsay’s The
Gentle Shepherd, William Robertson’s histories of Scotland and America, James Macpherson’s Ossian, Hugh
Blair's Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, and Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations, as well as Scottish works
now less well known, such as the Edinburgh Musical Miscellany. However, the same shipments included other
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6. Of course, those dealing in piracies went lo endless lengths to conceal the irue nationality of the products.

7. Giles Barber, ‘“*‘Book Imports and Exports in the Eighteenth Century,”” in Sale and Distribution of Books
From 1700, ed. Robin Myers and Michael Harris (Oxford, 1982), p. 96.

8. Hudson’s Bay Company Archives, Public Archives of Manitoba (Winnipeg), A.16/111-113.

9. Roval Gazette and New Brunswick Advertiser (17 Oct, 1786): 3, and Halifax Journal (2 May 1799): 2.

10. For example, bibles supplied from Glasgow were advertised by James Kidston, Halifax Journal (5 May
1796): 3, and by Campbell and Stewart, Royal Gazetie and New Brunswick Advertiser (17 Oct. 1786): 3.

11. James Donaldson, Modern Agriculture, or the Present State of Husbandry in Great Britain (Edinburgh:
Printed by Adam Neill and Company, 1795-96), 4 vols. ESTC no. 96464.

12. Saint John Gazette and Weekly Advertiser (4 Nov. 1796): 1. Hugh Johnston was the “‘premier’’ Scottish
merchant in the town; T. W. Acheson, Saint John: The Making of a Colonial Urban Community (Toronto, 19853),

. 53.

P 13. The business letters of William Strahan, David Hall, Hamilton and Balfour, and Kincaid and Bell all attest
the direct involvement of publishers and booksellers in the movement of books from Scotland to America. None of
them mention the movemen! of Scottish books to the northern colonies.

Braveheart, Rob Roy, and Sir Walter Scott
Andrew Hook, University of Glasgow

Throughout 1995 Braveheart and Rob Roy introduced large audiences worldwide to the heroes of Scotland’s past.
But what today’s audiences have been enjoying, courtesy of Hollywood, is, as we all know, no more than a re-
prise of an old song. By the early nineteenth century, Scottish history —or rather a handful of figures and episodes
from the Scottish past —were already being mythologized as part of Scotland’s romantic identity. What the success
of Braveheart and Rob Roy demonsirates is just how enduring the appeal of this romantic vision of Scottish history
has proved to be. Despite all the efforts of modern Scottish historians and cultural critics, nothing seems to have
changed since Sir Walter Scott’s novels were being devoured by a readership of Hollywood proportions
throughout the western world. Indeed, what the comparison between Scott and Hollywood suggests is continuing
decline.

Scott in fact never chose to base a novel on the life and times of Sir William Wallace. His characters frequently
pay tribute 1o the preatest of Scottish champions, but there is no Waverley novel about Wallace. (In Tales of a
Grandfather, the history book he wrote for his grandson, there is a vivid anecdotal account of Wallace and Robert
the Bruce and their campaigns.) But an explanation for the absence of a novel is not hard to find. Scoll was very
familiar with the work that was more responsible than any other for the heroic mythologizing of William Wallace
throughout Europe and America: Jane Porter’s novel The Scottish Chiefs. A bestseller when it appeared in 1810, a
standard read throughout the nineteenth century, and still being reprinted in the first half of this ceatury, The Scot-
tish Chiefs and its success may well have encouraged Scott 1o launch his own career as a novelist a few years later.
In any event, The Scottish Chiefs purports to describe the life of Wallace and the struggle for Scottish indepea-
dence that triumphs with Bruce at Bannockburn. But Perter’s novel is quite ahistorical. William Wallace emerges
here as mothing more than a type of ideal eightcenth-century gentleman. Scott recognized exactly this. Jane Porter
suggests that Scott sent her some kind of commendation when her novel appeared, and he may well have done so.
But his true feelings about the book are described by James Hogg. In his Familiar Anecdotes of Walter Scott,
Hogg reports a conversation on the subject of Wallace and The Scottish Chiefs. Scott, Hopg tells us, ““had a great
veneration for the character of Sir William Wallace’’ and he ‘‘had often heard him eulogize it.”” But when The
Scottish Chiefs appeared he told Hogg he was much disappointed by it: ‘I am grieved about this work of Miss
Porter!’’ said Scott. “‘It is not safe meddling with the hero of a country; and, of all others, | cannot bear to see the
character of Wallace frittered away to that of a fine gentleman.”’

This mistake at least Mel Gibson's meddling avoids; the Wallace of Braveheart is a democratic hero, a man of
the people rather than a fine gentleman. But in other crucial respects Gibson’s Wallace remains a Wallace in the
Jane Porter tradition. The film Wallace may not be a fine gentleman, but he is learned in both Latin and French.
Both film and novel Wallaces are compelled into action, not by any commitment to the political freedom of Scot-
land, but by the murder of their wives. The apparently extraordinary involvement of Mel Gibson’s Wallace with
the French wife of the future Edward Il is matched by the intrigue of Jane Porier’s Wallace with Edward I's
Queen Margaret. Porter seems to link Wallace’s fate with the doomed enterprise of the eighteenth-century
Jacobites, while the film’s tartan army bears a surprising resemblance 1o the conventional porirayal of Bennie
Prince Charlie’s Highland army. In the end both Jane Porter and Mel Gibson settle for epic scenes of battles,
sieges, and violent derring-do, rather than troubling their audiences with the finer points of histerical accuracy or
analysis. Scott would rightly regard both texts as Romances, rather than versions of the kistorical romance, com-
bining historical realism with excitement and adventure, which he himself tried to write.
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Listen Up, Humanists!
An Economist’s View of Ian Ross’s ‘‘Life of Adam Smith’’

David M. Levy, George Mason University

lan Simpson Ross, The Life of Adam Smith. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995, Pp. xxviii + 495,

lan Ross’s loving, fair-minded, and immenscly erudite Life of Adam Smith could only have been written by a pro-
fessor of English trained in a time when fidelity to real words on real paper was of paramount concern. Given his
previous role as a co-editor of Smith’s Correspondence, his command of Smith is hardly surprising. If he has
missed a scrap of Smith’s work, I don’t know what it is. The great benefit of this wide reading is that Ross makes
as clear as anyone ever has the importance in Smith’s work of the machine analogy. for Smith, language is a
machine (pp. 90, 216); philosophical systems are machines in imagination (p. 100)." So now when we read
Smith’s account of the productive powers of division of labor, in which he equates philosophers with makers of
physical machines (WN, p. 21),” we have the context. Perhaps, if we called such philosophical systems
‘‘models,”’ we might bring out more sharply the relation between philosophical systems and machines.

It is now a commonplace in the philosophy of language that the meaning of words is found in the whole of a
language community. Because we cannot infer meaning from reading an author’s words in isolation, we have to
ask about just what language community provides the context from which to establish meaning. If we get the lan-
guage communily wrong, we are going 1o get our interpretation of Smith’s words wrong. It is not therefore
surprising that Ross prefaces his book by expressing concern with the fluidity of interpretation (p. xxviii). What is
to prevent, to use Stanley Fish's pointed joke, someone claiming that Faulkner’s story, ‘‘Rose for Emily,”
nominally about decay beyond death in the American South, is reajly about life among the Innuit? The Shafies-
burian answer—laughter—seems not to occur to Ross. Judging by this book, Ross is too kind a person to relish in-
struction by public humiliation. Instead, Ross proposes that we can constrain our interpretation to the historically
possible by carcfully examining how Smith was read by his living contemporaries. And this exercise Ross il-
luminatingly carries out. Not only does he quote from the famous cortespondence with Hume and Johnson’s re-
marks reported by Boswell, but he finds unpublished diaries (p. 182) and the like to help illuminate how Smith’s
work was evaluated by his contemporaries.

If we are going to write aboul Smith’s life, then obviously we are going to try to read all we can about Smith’s
relations with his family, his neighbors, his teachers, his students, his friends and enemies. Ross, as far as I can
see, does as well as can be done from the sparse documentary records. We do not know even such simple things as
how many copies of the first edition of Weaith of Nafions were printed. Here Ross takes an informed guess that
the number was 500 (p. 270). I should like to mention another such guess which is, 1 believe, far more enticing
than Ross lets on. Although Ross has no details about Smith’s mathematical studies, he has discovered what Colin
Maclavrin had his Edinburgh studenis read. Ross tells us that Maclaurin’s students read his *‘solution’’ to Ber-
keley’s **metaphysical’’ objections to the contemporary foundations of mathematics (p. 56). If one can take a leap
in probability from Maclaurin’s students at Edinburgh to Smith at Glasgow, this report suggests that students were
paying close attention 1o Berkeley’s attack on infinitesimals. What Ross doesn’t appreciate—1wo centuries of a
Whig history of mathematics stand in his way—is that Berkeley’s objections are technically correct. If we recog-
nize, (first) as Robinson pointed out, these objections follow from Berkeley’s doctrines on perception,” and
(second) Smith was deeply and explicitly indebied to Berkeley’s teaching on perception, it is well for us 1o keep an
open mind about what young students of mathematics might have learned from the Berkeley controversy.

What is important about Smith’s life for us is surely his teaching and his writing. Indeed, I cannot imagine
anyone reading about Smith’s life who was not primarily and secondarily interested in Smith’s ideas. If you want
to read stories about wonderful romps with a French marquise (p. 213), you’ve got the wrong guy: go away.

Ross’s approach, illuminating the meaning of Smith’s work by the writings of his contemporaries, will seem
strange to an economist who, perhaps without reflection, believes that the relevant language community in which
to evaluate Smith’s work is that inhabited by his fellow economists over time. An economist who reads Ross will
be surprised that none of the considered judgments of an Edgeworth, a Samuelson, or a Rawls are of interest.
Perhaps economists have tacitly known, if only because of the canonical status of the first chapter of the Wealth of
Nations, of the importance of the ‘‘linguistic division of labor.”” Not everyone in a language community is know-
Iedgeable about what the various words we all use actually mean.” Cur prejudice is that if one wriles about an
cconomist, it is perhaps well to show another economist the manuscript.

Perhaps this is just an economist’s prejudice because there is one obvious benefit to Ross’s approach which is
warranted by Smith’s own work. The philosophers of Smith’s time—akin to the Highland villagers, who in
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Suppose we interpret GHGN to be a condition which requires unanimity of well-being before making a judg-
ment of ‘*better.”” This unanimity condition is very popular among modern economists because it is cheap: we pay
very little for it in terms of onerous assumptions needed to weigh one person’s happiness against another’s. The
cost of such fastidiousness is, of course, that we have no reason to believe that the unanimity criterion will be be
applicable when we want 1o use it. Indeed, we cannot use it here to compare A 1o B because there is one person
with higher weli-being in A than B, and two people with higher well-being in B than A. Because Smith obviously
wishes to compare social slates where the unanimity criterion does not hold —the well-being of the employers does
not flourish in growing states (WN, p. 266)—he cannot actually use a unanimity criterion to judge between them.

If we define the greatest happiness by the sum of individual happinesses, then the happiness associated with A
is 10+2+1=13 and that associated with B is 5+4+3=12. So then statc A gets a higher mark than B. By assum-
ing the number of people is fixed, we can move between total happiness and average happiness. The average hap-
piness in A is 13/3 while the average happiness in B is 12/3; consequently, asking which Qflé\ or B gives the
higher average happiness is the same as asking which of A or B gives the higher total happiness.

If we ask what is the greatest happiness for the majority of the people, then we reverse our judgments about the
relative merits of A and B. While one person has more happiness in A (10 is bigger than 5), there are two people
with more happiness in B (4 is bigger than 2 and 3 is bigger than 1). Thus on a majority rule basis, state B is
judged better than A. This result is captured by the simple fact that the median happiness in B is higher than the
median happiness in A. There are, then, two perfectly well-defined mathematical constructs which come *“close™
to satisfying the slogan GHGN when we are willing to assume a fixed population. Thus, no one can work with the
concept of GHGN for the same reason that no one can have coloriess green ideas which sleep furiously. Of course,
one can believe that one works with the GHGN by erroneously falling into coherence. Two mistakes here are bet-
ter than one. Jeremy Bentham, who surely thought he did work the concept of GHGN, must have reflected long
upon the problem because he decided late in his life to drop the GN to focus coherently on the GH. His explana-
tion for this change is precisely because he did not want to maximize the well-being of the majority at the expense
of a minority. Un{ortunaﬁly, his careful, illuminating discussion was not published until 1983, more than 150
years after it was written.

Supposing that Smith is some sort of a utilitarian, which of the two rules— maximizing average happiness or
maximizing median happiness—would come closer to catching his philosophy? As the comparison of A and B
above suggests, the averape is sensitive to the values of extremes, and if there is any thing about which Smith is
unambiguous, it is the danger of judging the well-being of extremes. But, I've had my say on this issue recently
and will not repeat myself.”~ My argument that Smith works with medjan estimated well-being may or may not be
correct, hut he could not have worked with the GHGN because it cannot be worked with.

What is the purpose of this exercise? Ross is certainly not the first, and he will not be the last, to fall into this
sort of mistake. The QED entry suffices to guarantee that the error will be immontal. The point is that recourse to
the meaningless GHGN is an excuse to avoid hard thinking. Maximizing the median well-being points toward a
democracy where policy is perhaps decided by majority rule. Maximizing the average well-being does not point in
this direction. The ambiguity of GHGN lets us pass a slogan as a counterfeit of hard thinking. This will work only
when there is no one interested enovgh to check the proof.

Plain style. Smith’s first job was teaching rhetoric. This simple fact should give a professor of English an im-
mense advantage relative to economists, at least this one, in making sense of Smith’s work. When Ross discusses
Smith’s defense of the ‘‘plain style’’ (p. 89), it is surprising to find that the context of the compeliticn between
Latin and English as academic languages is not presented. Smith is, in fact, remembered in the Oxford Companion
to the English Language in ltsle following way: ‘‘The Scottish scholar Adam Smith chose English rather than Latin
when giving his lectures.””” Smith teaches his students that English is not Latin; it does not have a rich set of
what linguists call inflections. Meaning in English is conveyed by word order, not by inflections (LRBL, p. 225).
Reading Smith’s rhetoric lectures, I get the impression that Smith is teaching students who are in danger of model-
ing English on Latin. Smith warns them not to make sentences in which words sound best, but rather, in which the
words have unambiguous meaning. Regardless of Smith’s own views on the poetic possibilities of inflected lan-
guages, he warmns his students that in English word order carries meaning (LRBL, p. 5). In this context, it is
delightful to leamn from Ross that Smith’s Russian students, when they became professors, were involved in a con-
flict over Latin instruction (p. 132). Ross is not parlicularly interested in whether Smith is right or not so he
passes no judgment upon Smilﬁ's rhetorical advice. For those with different 1astes, I'm currently taking bets on
whether Smith’s advice works.

Learning from America. Ross asks the wonderful question, what did Smith learn from America? Unfortunate-
ly, Ross does not provide a particularly wonderful answer because he does not look seriously into Smith’s analysis
of the role of the American experience with a free market in religion. While Ross does cite Smith’s worry in
Theory of Moral Sentiments about religious factions (p. 255), he does not cjte how Smith proposed to solve the
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these owed less to Harley’s purse and persuasion than is usually assumed. The Scots, Defoe was genuinely con-
vinced, had to be persuaded to abandon their commitment to a (poor) martial past and soldiery and become instead
a commercial society. Such societies—which included England —had power and enjoyed peace and plenty. In
surprisingly modern fashion, Defoe argued (in Scotland) that Scotland’s low wage levels would ensure economic
success post- 1707, while assuring Englishmen (in England) that Scotland’s advantage in this respect would be
short-lived and would not pose a serious threat to English interests which would be best served by the political
tranguility that union would bring. Katherine R. Penovich’s essay on the same subject seeks 1o draw attention to
the Presbyterian religious foundations of Defoe’s ideas of exchange: the expansion of commerce (in the British
context through union) was ‘‘part of the divine order’” which Union would protect by maintaining a balance in
Europe. International relations are the focus of the chapter by Steven Pincus, who develops his challenge to the
view that religion was the main mover: instead, he stresses the role of irade and above all England’s concern with
France’s moves towards a ‘‘universal monarchy.’” Union in this interpretation becomes a means of checking
French ambitions. The argument, however, that it was failure in this last regard, rather than his Roman
Catholicism, which led 1o the removal of James fails to convince.

The themes of empire, trade, and prosperity are central to several chapters, as the book’s title suggesis. Re-
ligion and the law are other recurring themes which are also the subject of separate essays. Although few will need
to be persuaded that “‘religion was not peripheral to the Union of 1707"" (p. 168), Colin Kidd’s dense but ul-
timately rewarding account of the differing and changing attitudes of Episcopalians and Presbylerians after the Re-
storation breaks new ground. Kidd argues that the emergence of religious moderation (a tendency not shared by
the Covenanters) both north and south of the border, allied to the emergence of a common Protestant interest in
opposition to fears of Catholic Bourbon expansionism, formed part of the vital background in which **the elites of
Scotland and England could contemplate a Union.’’ Existing Scottish laws too were largely preserved, but what
Johm W. Cairns argues, in a challenging and informative essay, is that the subsequent use of English legal systems
and principles was not simply another example of unwanted anglicization but rather a willing step taken by Scots
lawyers who, as before 1707, had drawn widely in their efforts to improve the operation of the law in Scotland.

This volume, however, does not set out to be and is not simply another book on the Anglo-Scottish Union of
1707. Focusing on the writings of William Molyneux, Jagueline Hill looks at Ireland’s failure to obtain a union in
the early 1700s, in spite of Anglo-Irish hopes. Paradoxically, she points out, the circumstances which led to
Union in 1801 were not unlike those which had led nowhere a century earlier. Ned Landsman looks further afield
and demonstrates that the impact of the 1707 Union on the North American colonies was complex but much more
significant than has been assumed hitherto, not least in the person of John Witherspoon, who conceived of an im-
perial union based on ties of trade and affection rather than metropolitan domjnation. In a wide-ranging and con-
cluding essay, J.G.A. Pocock explores in a characteristically thought-provoking manner the nature of the
“‘British” empire as it affected North America, arguing that the political logic of 1707 made it impossible for
Westminster to accept a confederal arrangement with the colonies, and consequently that it was a root cause of the
American Revolution.

There is only one serious gripe about this book. If imtellectual history is to be interwoven with economic,
political, and cultural history in the way that Robertson and his colleagues hope, concessions will have to be made
to those whose linguistic apparatus does not include a full plossary of Latin terms or a working knowledge of
rarified concepts which surely require explanation for the non-specialist. History—whatever the sub-
discipline —has to be comprehensible or it fails in its purpose. There are some fine and lucid chapters in this
volume, notably those by Robertson, Emerson, Dickey, Cairns, and I.andsman; but some of the others have tested
the endurance of this reviewer to the extreme.

Where effort of this sort was required, however, it was usually well worth it. This is an important collection of
essays, and one which should be read (sclectively) by every scrious student of the Union and its consequences. Its
appeal should be wider than that, and deservedly so, as it adds yet another contribution 1o the study of Scottish
history in what is properly its British, European, and Atlantic context. The question that remains to be answered is
how much all the leamed discussion mattered. The “‘change of spirit’’ which Emerson observes in the later
seventeenth-century poses no problems: the new-found confidence and self-belief of the Scottish elite provides a
solid enough attitudinal context in which to understand the more posiiive forces there were in Scotland for Union.
Yet how far and in what ways did the intellectual concerns described in this volume influence members of the
Scottish Estates as they cast their votes on the twenty-five Articles of Union in the closing months of 1706? What
was the impact of Defoe’s tireless efforts to promote what Katherine Penovich has described as a “‘compelling”
vision of a united British nation (p. 241)? Who was genuinely compelled? At present we cannot know for sure,
and in any quantitative sense we probably never will. Even the erudite Sir John Clerk of Penicuik had his doubts.
What we do know is that party alignment was strong and that in a variety of guises material self-interest did play a
part in determining voting pattcns. For all his powers of argumeni, even Defoe accepted thal money was a par-
ticularly potent form of political currency in Scotland. Yet the strong impression this volume gives is that ideas
were circulating, and although not perhaps with the precision with which they are reported in the essays here, the
big issues such as prosperity, empire, and trade, and the vexed problems of composite monarchy and sovereignty,

2







The chapter by Richard Sher on the Enlightenment stresses the originality of Francis Hutcheson and the
pressures on him from hostile Evangelicals. He brings out his enthusiasm for the classics and of the work of his
protégé Robert Foulis and the Foulis press in the production of classical texts. Perhaps this devotion to classical
learning was responsible for the relative indifference of Glasgow inteliectuals to science. Those scientists that the
university fostered were nobbled by Edinburgh, where they could get better incomes and a more lively intellectual
setting for science.

What is particularly admirabie about this book is its unity and completeness. Each chapter reads as if it had
been compressed from a wider study, so that what we have is the essence. The authors explore different but inter-
related facets of the city’s growth, yet il reads as a single hook, a landmark in the quality of the writing of local
history, which reveals the links between the local story and the national. What happened in Glasgow of necessity
affected the whole of Scotland. The problems in government which the cily was conspicuously slow to solve were
general problems for the whole country. The issues of representation, the need for care of the environment, the
failure to work the old poor law adequalely, the growth of class sociely, the separate achievements of middle and
working class, all these are the story of Scotland. Devine ends this book with a shorl chapier on the urban crisis
which explicitly looks at the city in the light of what was happening in Scotland, but all through the book one is
aware of the relationship of the city to the nation. The book marks a new high in the significance of local bistory.

Rosalind Mitchison, University of Edinburgh, Emerita

Andrew Hook and Richard B. Sher, eds. The Glasgow Enlightenment. East Linton: Tuckwell Press (in associa-
tion with the Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society), 1995. Pp. xi + 252,

An intriguing feature of much of the interest in the Enlightenment in Scotland has been the assumption that jt
was chiefly an Edinburgh phenomenon. Glasgow could not be ignored completely in the way Aberdeen was until
recently, but its contribution was often regarded, sometimes with faint surprise, as the geographical location of a
few great figures whose intellectual contributions could easily be subsumed in the eastern “‘hot-bed of genius.”” A
classic illustration of such appropriation is Nicholas Phillipson’s well-known assertion, over twenty years old but
still maintained in some circles, that ‘‘the history of the Scottish Enlightenment is the history of Edinburgh.”” The
present collection of twelve essays, which originated at a conference held in Glasgow in 1990, is a welcome chal-
lenge to this point of view. It does more than draw attention te the need for a wider geographical perspective. It
also shows thal the substance of the Enlightenment in Glasgow was different. Our conception of the Enlighten-
ment in Scotland must be extended in both ways.

Of course, the great Glasgow [igures are bound to dominate, and so they do. Ian Simpson Ross offers a useful
account of Adam Smith’s days there, based on his definitive biography, which has since been published. Thomas
P. Miller shows how Francis Hutcheson used rhetoric 1o encourage virtuous action but applied it to belles lettres
and not to his own system of social science, with, it may be suggested, dire long-term consequences from which
the social sciences are now suffering as they become cocooned in an abstract world far removed from the realities
of the moral life with which they were once concerned. Hutcheson’s influence comes out clearly at a more per-
sonal level in Thomas D. Kennedy’s study of his protégé William Leechman. John W. Cairns shows how much
influence one great individual may have when he examines how John Millar developed the teaching of law as a
polite, enlightened discipline, which gave Glasgow an international reputation as a legal school which was lost
after Millar’s death. Lastly, Gordon Turnbull looks at Adam Smith’s influence on James Boswell, a study of a fas-
cinating relationship touched on by several other commentators but surprisingly never before fully developed.

The towering influence of Hutcheson, Smith, and Millar has 1o be accepted even by those who accord pre-
eminence 1o Edinburgh, and so it is welcome to have studies of the less well known, indeed in some cases of the
neplected. Kathleen Holcomb’s work on Thomas Reid is a somewhai narrowly based account of his contribution to
the work of the Glaspow Literary Society but brings to life the activities of one of the groups that flourished wide-
ly. Paul Wood on John Anderson is a contrast. He suggests that Anderson should be seen as a good, if a somewhat
trying, representative of an older Scottish tradition of intellectual versatility which was to be lost in more modern
times. H. L, Fulton’s essay on the somewhat peripheral figure of Dr. John Moore is a salutary reminder to lock
beyond the academic community. Like Tobias Smollett, with whom he was closely linked, Moore left for southern
pastures as parl of a brain drain from Glasgow and Scotland, perhaps in search of more money, but also showing,
as Boswell did as well, that there were intellectual atiractions furth of Scotland even at the height of its intellectual
achievements.

The most important feature of the entire collection, however, lies in the way it draws attention to the need 1o
judge the Enlightenment in Glasgow on its own terms and not merely by reference to what its greatest luminaries
may have contributed to the manners and thought of Edinburgh. To understand the difference it is necessary to
keep clearly in mind the contrasting social structures of the iwo towns and to set their respective intellectual lives
in their particular historical and institutional frameworks, an approach which intellectual historians are too ready
to ignore. It is true that in each case the university had a dominating part to play. Roger L.. Emerson’s essay







Even if one has over the years come to admire Joe Fisher, it is hard 1o imagine that any single person was able
to compile all of this himself. But the specialist will be assisted more, I think, by a close study of Glasgow:
Volume 1: Beginnings tv 1830, just published by Manchester Universily Press [see the review above].

Henry L. Fuitonr, Central Michigan University

Fania Oz-Salzbcrger, Translating the Enlightenment: Scettish Civic Discourse in Eighteenth-Century Ger-
many. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995. Pp. xi + 356.

Adam Ferguson was the most civic humanist of the Scots in the second half of the eighteenth century, calling
for activist, republican virtue in commercial society. And yel, as this book shows, he cut a wide swath in
Germany in that period as a de-politicized spiritual perfectibilist, redolent with Pietist vocabulary. Translations of
his work regularly changed the nuances, tones, and meanings of key language in his texts from political activism
to political quietism. Another title for this book might have been: Taming Civic Humanism: Translating Adam
Ferguson in Late Eighteenth-Century Germany. Readers of Eighteenth-Century Scotland will appreciate it as an
exploration of the wider influence of Scoitish culture abroad.

Isaiah Berlin suggesied that some of the Germans who translated Hume deliberately, even maliciously, twisted
his meaning. Hans-Georg Gadamer wrote that misreceptions of Scots in Germany were a matter of the absence of
*‘advanced’’ material conditions. Our author argues that most of the blame can be attributed to the poverty of
available vocabularies in the German langnage at the time (pp. 79-80). Thus, translator Christian Garve, for ex-
ample, finds himself *‘in the throes of terminological inadequacy’’ (p. 197). The best he can do with Ferguson’s
““rude nations,”’ for example, is noch ungesittete Vélker, which would transiate back into English as “‘still im-
moral peoples™ (p. 199). Ferguson meant only that they were backward in general civilization, and in fact ad-
mired their civic virtue; Garve makes them specifically morally backward.

Poverly of language, of course, has iis causes. The first half of this book starts with a careful comparison of
the Scottish and German Enlightenments, contrasting the Scots, as a nation that had recently lost political indepen-
dence, with the (GGermans, who had yet to claim a political nation (p. 13). So the Scots could appreciale ancient
Greek civics, while the Germans only appreciated Greek aesthetics (p. 28). It is perhaps not quite right to speak
only of the poverty of the German langnage at the time: one of the main factors in the shift in meaning that was
inadvertently produced was precisely the richness of the German language of Pietism, which had no equivalent in
Scotland. When translators drew on it, it carried baggage that was not in the original.

After a survey of the one-way traffic in intellectual influence from Scotland to Germany in this period, the
author provides a methodological discussion of theoretical models of misreception. Then a substantial discussion
of Ferguson’s Scottish contexts is followed by a general overview of Ferguson reception in Germany that ex-
plains, inter alia, why they thought his best work was the nstitutes of Moral Philosophy (p. 131).

Backing up the book’s larger historical and theoretical reflections are close analyses of the vocabulary of trans-
lations. We see in some detail how ‘“‘civil society”’ loses most of its civic activist connotations in German (pp.
142ff.), how *‘public action’’ becomes something like ‘‘official action’” (p. 157), how Ferguson’s willful, active
pursuit of political objectives becomes a striving after personal perfection in German (pp. 160£f.).

The second half of the book contains chapters on the reception of Ferguson by Isaak Iselin, Garve, Lessing,
the Gottingen scholars, Jacobi, and Schiller. All are carefully written, sensitive 1o nuance. Some challenge the re-
ceived views of these figures. Berlin charged that Jacobi was an anti-rationalist; it is fascinating to discover that he
was in fact the closest thing to a civic humanist in Germany. There are some grand claims here: ‘It was Garve,
through his misinterpretation of Ferguson, who gave birth to Schiller’s idea of human perfectibility”” (p. 282).
This may be giving Garve and Ferguson too much credit, partly because other sources of Schiller’s ideas cannot be
ruled out.

Specialists will always have their pet differences of opinion about elements of a large-scale interpretive effort
like this one. For example, this reviewer finds a little too much reliance on the received view of German passivity;
some recognition of the existence of the so-called ‘‘radical enlighteners’ might have avoided this tendency. Of
course, this point can be taken as an opportunity for further research: is there any evidence for the radicals’ ap-
propriation of Ferguson? The author also suggesis other opportunities: ‘‘the impact of the Scots on the various
projects under development in Gottingen at this period has yet to be studied’” (p. 234).

This book is a welcome advance in the underdeveloped genre of inter-cultural Enlightenment studies. We have
plenty of national Enlightenment studies, whose authors are sieeped in one national tradition but care very little
about other traditions. We also have what the author calls *‘flatly cosmopolitan’’ studies, which cover a wide
range of authors as if they all thought and wrote in the same language and with little regard to local conditions.
This one shows how fruitful it can be, both historically and theoretically, to follow the foriunes of works written
for one culture as they are translated and received into another one. It is a *‘must read’’ model for those who are
contemplating similar studies of the influence of Scottish ideas abroad, or of foreign ideas in Scotland.

John Christian Laursen, University of California, Riverside







Paul Russell, Freedom and Moral Sentiment: Hume’s Way of Naturalizing Responsibility. New York and Ox-
ford: Oxford University Press, 1995. Pp. 200.

Paul Russell's book tepresents the fruit of a number of branches of inquiry with which he has been occupied
over the course of his philosophical career. The book is, in the first place, a more powerful, complete and ad-
vanced version of his 1986 doctoral dissertation. It also, however, ties together themes and positions developed in
the many scholarly articles he has produced. If Russell’s book centrally articulates, as its title suggests, Hume’s
theory of moral responsibility, it also takes up his thoughts on causation and his relationship with Christian theol-
ogy. In the course of his exposition, Russell carefully distinguishes Hume’s positions from those of Strawson,
Hobbes, and Smith.

Pcrhaps the most significant achievement of Russell’s crystalline and highly organized lext is the holistic view
it takes of Hume’s moral philosophy. In focusing on Hume’s analyses of liberty, too many interpreters have, in
Russell’s view, cast Hume in among those touting the ‘‘classical compatibilist’” position. According to the com-
patibilists, responsibility is (a) essentially bound up with the issue of free will and (b) only attributable to agents
who are the cause of their actions. By carefully articulating the relationship between Hume’s remarks on liberty
and those on causation and moral judgment, Russell undertakes to rectify this error and exhibil the comprehensive
integrity of Hume's thought.

Unlike *‘rationalistic’’ compatibilists, according to Russell, Hume is not concerned fo demonstraie that the
problem with liberty is a logical or conceptual one. Hume’s central thrust, as Russell holds, is 1o develop a
naturalistic account explaining how in fact our moral judgments work, and work in a way that has very little to do
with metaphysical commitments about freedom. Like Strawson, then, Hume maintains that ‘‘instead of arguing
that we interpret responsibility in terms of the conditions of freedom’’ we should ‘‘understand the conditions of
responsibility in terms of an empirically better informed theory of responsibility’” (p. 81). It is in this way that,
according to Russell, Hume’s theory of causation complements his moral theory, and it is in this way that Hume
wishes to advance his anti-Christian project. In reorienting Hume scholarship along these lines and in taking a
more comprehensive view of Hume’s thought, Russell’s text offers an important and overdue corrective to the
literature.

Russeli criticizes Hume on a number of points. Hulne, he maintains, fails to provide a sufficiently strong ac-
count of the manner in which considerations of freedom actually play a role in moral judgment. As a result,
Hume’s theory of moral agency is inadequate and fails to exclude the acis of children, animals, and the in-
capacitated. Hume’s *‘thin’* account of moral freedom and agency leads him to oversimplify virtue, speciously re-
ducing it to pleasant qualities of mind. Russell’s account of Humean moral virtue is, however, itself incomplete
and might be strengthened by fuller renderings of Hume’s thoughts on moral deliberation as well as by consider-
ing the way in which, as Marie A, Martin has shown, Hume may be read as developing classical notions of virtue.
Moreover, the inclusivity of Humean moral theory is, I think, one of its asseis—even concerning non-human
animals. Russell’s charges of inadequacy must also be mitigated in iight of the extent to which Hume looks to his-
tory, custom, and convention rather than empirical and moral psychology in the determination of moral standing.

Peter S. Fosl, Hollins College

Stephen Copley and Kathryn Sutherland, eds. Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations: New Interdisciplinary Essays.
Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1995; distributed in North America by St. Martin’s Press. Pp. 204.

The editors of this paperback volume are to be congratulated for putting together such a fine collection of uni-
formly well written essays on Adam Smith. The book is a treat to read, not the least for its lucidily, something
that is rare in a collection that wanders into new territory and upturns some remarkable insights in its exploration
of Smith’s meaning.

A major purpose of this book is made clear right from its introduction. It is to put Smith’s Wealith of Nations
into its wider context and to rescue the text and its writer from later misconcepiions and ideologically motivated
misreadings. Thus, Keith Tribe tells us that Wealth of Nations was originally conceived as ‘*a discourse upon
wealth, virtue and civilization’ and shows us exactly how Smith’s later interpreters transformed it into an
economics textbook. Heinz Lubasz describes the complex human beings that Smith wanted to depict, so different
in motivation from the rational followers of self-interest in most economeiric models. In Lubasz’s essay we dis-
cover that Smith’s conception of self-interest had more to do with security, competency, and comfort than with the
calculation of gain. Andrew Skinner completes the picture by illuminating the imperfections that Smith discovered
even in healthy economic systems, and describes the compulsory measures that the so-called apostle of laissez faire
felt comfortable advocating to British statesmen.

One of the editors, Kathryn Sutherland, concentrates less upon text than context. She argues that Wealth of Na-
tions is a “‘gendered narrative,”’ dismissing or masking the exploitation of many eighteenth-century female wage
earners. including those women who made nails and who approximated Smith’s model pin manufacturers. Suther-
land, 3 la Karl Marx, sugpests that classical economics obliterated the domestic economy where women toiled.
Her comments on the way in which that domestic economy allowed the British working class to live above the
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traditional theory of virtue, but by encouraging the moderation and balance, rather than the complete eradication,
of the individual’s natural desires’” (p. 61).

Fitzgibbons understands better than most commentators the role of the impartial spectator in Smith’s concept
of natural Jaw. “‘[IJmpartiality with respect to others,”” he writes in a particularly suggestive passage, ‘‘was jus-
tice, and self-command, which was evidently impartiality towards oneself, was the origin of the higher virtues.
The laws were to be derived from what the impartial spectator judged should actually be enforced’’ (p. 98). Pro-
perty rights also derive from this same moral-psychological principle of impartiality (p. 102). Elsewhere, we find
the intriguing observation that prudence, as Smith conceives it, also rests on the same capacity to observe oneself
imaginatively with an impartial eye through time (p. 146).

More broadly, Fitzgihbons sees Smith as redefining the Stoic virtues of wisdom, justice, temperance and
courage into the suitable eighteenth-century equivalents prudence, justice, self-command and benevolence, and as
grounding his social theory on these modernized virtues (p. 104). Justice is the indispensable foundation, and is
the key 1o book one of the Wealth of Nations. Prudence and self-command are essential for economic growth, the
topics of books two and three, which support the critique of the moral deficiencies—the selfishness and par-
tiality — of the mercantilist system, attacked i book four. Book five, finally, shows the role of benevolence and of
the public sphere in providing the infrastructure, and especially the education, to ensure that liheralism did not re-
sult in *‘cultural degeneration’’ (p. 153). To see Smith’s system as a generalized justification of self-love, Fitzgib-
bons describes as *‘equivalent to attributing Darwin with a theory of evolution that stops at the amoeba™ (p. 152).

The hook is by no means perfect. The writing is probahly a bit too dry o altract the ‘‘general reader’’ that the
author seeks. The contrast with Hume is overdrawn: Fiizgibbons strains to find a veiled criticism of Hume’s
philosophy in a eulogizing letter Smith wrote shortly after his friend’s death. He also attributes to Hume the view
that *‘authorilarian regimes discouraged economic growth’’ (p. 118), ignoring Hume’s mediating concept of the
“civilized monarchy.’”” The evidence throughout, though reliable enough, is sometimes thin and tenuous: not all
the Stoic connections, for example, are as tightly and convincingly drawn as one might like. Fitzgibbons’ sense of
historical context is sketchy and selective; whereas Hume is a constant presence, the Physiocrats and other con-
tinental thinkers—to say nothing of the social, political, and economic developments of eighieenth-century Scot-
tand, Britain, or Europe—are all but absent. The research, as reflected in notes and bibliography, is only modest.
The copyediting by Clarendon Press is sloppy.

For all that, Fitzgibbons has nonetheless produced a comprehensive outline of Adam Smith’s intellectual pro-
ject that combines a gift for suhtle and suggestive insights with a compelling account of the animating principles of
Smith’s most influential work, and that makes palpahle progress toward the elusive goal of a synoptic understand-
ing of that most synoptic of thinkers.

Henry C. Clark, Canistus College

Aylwin Clark, An Enlightened Scot: Hugh Cleghorm, 1752-1837. Duns, Scotland: Black Ace Books, 1992. Pp.
334,

The cosmopolitan subject of this absorbing biography had three separate careers. Edinburgh born and trained,
Cleghom was professor of civil history at St. Andrews for fifieen years. During a grand tour of the Continent as
bear-leader to the Earl of Home in 1788-90, he advanced confidently into the realpolitik of the Napoleonic War.
For the next fifteen years, as a supernumerary civil servant-cum-diplomat, he hovered close to the fast-moving
orhit of Henry Dundas, secretary of siate for war. Having been instrumental in adroitly filching Ceylon from the
Dutch in 1795, Cleghorn became secretary of state to the first British govemor. Finally, back in St. Andrews, he
was converted to “‘improving’’ (‘‘two cascades and a fine lake all in view’’), pouring his resources into an estate
purchased in 1806.

The Cleghorn Papers, from which this story is drawn, are a rich archive of diaries, letiers, memoranda, lecture
notes, and accounts, out of which Alywin Clark has fashioned a lucid and attractively presented narrative.
Cleghorn’s family connections and acquainiances— he was a greatgrandson of Principal Hamilton of the University
of Edinburgh, a nephew of William Cleghorn the Edinburgh moral philosopher, and the pupil and friend of Adam
Ferguson—furnish a picture of the Scottish intelligentsia and society of the time, and provide piquant, intimate
glimpses of figures such as Ferguson, Dundas, Adam Smith, and Edward Gibbon. Equally important is the ac-
count of the role played by Scots in vet another episode of empire-building, and the further light shed on the al
fresco statecraft and volatile policy maneuvering of a turbulent period. This study of an eighteenth-century profes-
sor of politics and government turned man-of-action neatly complements and happily illuminates the scholarship of
the Scottish Enlightenment. The text is extensively illustrated, and supplied with excellent maps.

Margaret Steven, The Australian National University
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Ossianism, and notes that the resources of other disciplines such as feminist literary theory and form criticism
have still to be exploited.

Vain and arrogant though he was, James Macpherson would have been justifiably proud of this splendid pro-
duction. As we commemorate the two-hundredth anniversary of his death, this volume is an ideal tribute to the
Highlander who, according to Sir Walter Scotl, made ‘‘an enthusiastic impression on every mind of poetical
beauty’’ and gave “‘a new tone to poetry throughout Europe.™

Micheal Mac Craith, University College Galway

Adam Potkay, The Fate of Eloquence in the Age of Hume. [thaca, N.Y., and London: Comell University Press,
1994, Pp. xii + 253,

This is the third book in Cornell’s new ‘‘Rhetoric and Society’’ series, and an important event for all those in-
terested in writing in eighteenth-century Scotiand. Potkay’s elegantly written monograph is based on his recent
Rutgers University thesis; more than the exigencies of Ph.D.-writing might have heen expected to permit, the
book’s case and mastery of argument are admirably adapted to its subjects of eloquence and polite conversation.
Taking as a starting point Hume’s much-revised essay **Of Eloquence,’’ the author elaborates a crucial tension be-
tween ‘‘classical eloquence’’ (persuasive, actuating) and the ‘‘polite’” (stabilizing, placatory) style of conversation;
the changing symmeiry of this equation runs—so he argues—through writing of the second half of the century in
works as diverse as The Dunciad, Gray’s *‘Elegy,’’ Tristram Shandy, and the Poems of Ossian. All, he suggests,
stage a dialogue between these antithetical modes; cumulatively, they advance polite style as the necessary and
desirable condition of contemporary discourse while situating eloquence in honorable retirement through nostalgia
and rhetorically indulged elegaic celebration. This of course culminates in the backward-looking cult of “‘elo-
quent’’ epic heroism embodied in (ssian, which Potkay places particularly persuasively in relation to his argu-
ment. Hume and James Macpherson emerge, in a nice twist of the argument, in unlikely but perfectly harmonious
alliance on thetorical terms.

Potkay’s literary analysis is carefully contextualized in party-political divisions (*‘Of Eloquence,”’ for instance,
emerges as an Opposition comment on the decline of virtue and liberty under Walpole’s regime), and alert,
through recent work on the history of the body, to gender implications. The ‘‘polite style’” which, so Potkay ar-
gues, came by the third quarter of the century largely to supplant the *‘swelling”’ masculinism of classical elo-
quence, was a ‘‘disembodying’’ mode felt to be more suitable to the feminized expression of Sentiment. *‘Polite-
ness’”’ developed as a ““middle style’’ appropriate to, and appropriated by, a newly dominant elite of the drawing
room and the study. As such, it cut against the democratic classical ideals of ‘‘eloquence,’” but (as the anthor indi-
cates in his Introduction, referring to J.G.A. Pocock) politeness could become in its own way a levelling dis-
course, flattening the distinctive jdioms against which it was deployed. This strand of the argument receives some
interesting refinement in the discussion of eccentricity as licensed deviancy from polite norms in Tristram Shandy.
Potkay is excellent, and delightful, on the changing class implications of ‘‘eloquence,’’ as he is on the way that
““Passion’’ could in a sentimental culture take on the persuasive role anciently assigned to eloquence. [ was, how-
ever, disappointed with the small amount of discussion devoted to Henry Mackenzie—**Our Scottish Addison,’’ as
Sir Wallter Scott would dub him—as the arbiter of polite style in Scotland through his novels and (preeminently)
through the Mirror and the Lounger.

The book’s scholarly strengths in these and other areas are also the source of my few reservations about the ef-
fectiveness of its approach to the subject. Potkay works broadly in the tradition of what he calls the ‘‘developing
eighteenth-century school of New Historicism.”” His arguments are suhtler than many, and more attentive to tone
and nuance (he is particularly good on the shifting, often unplaceable, complexities of Hume’s prose), but the
New Historicist’s creation of a densely interesting network of cultural interactions as generating meaning in
literary works perhaps inevitably underplays (where it does not obscure) value judgments about the outcome,
Deeply unfashionable as these are, they nonetheless tend inconveniently to arise. One tantalizing example comes
when Potkay’s claim, early in The Fate of Eloquence, ‘*to address the age of Hume on its own terms’® is set
alongside his own assertion that the power of Ossian derives not primarily from its ‘‘aesthetic effect’” but rather
from its ability 1o reconcile, for the eighteenth-century reader, contradictions between eloquence and politeness.
This sounds very much as though he would not wish to claim literary quafity —as distinct from literary sigrifican-
ce—for Ossian. However, the ‘‘aesthetic effect’” of the epic was undoubtedly paramount for its contemporary
audicnce: were the original readers, then, simply mistaking ‘‘cultural value™” for *‘aesthetic value’’ when they ad-
judged it as good as or better than Homer? Larger issues are of course involved than can be addressed here, or
than have yet been addressed by New Historicist criticism at large in relation to value; though Potkay’s book does
not resolve them, it has the virtue of not submerging them completely.

My other reservation concerns the relative neglect of the religious and the national dimensions to Hume’s and
Macpherson’s style and argument {and those of the many other Scottish writers cited in relation to the book’s
thesis). ECSSS readers in particular may feel it a pity, if not a shortcoming, that Potkay’s argument does not con-
sider Hume more specifically as a Scottish, or even a North British writer. Distrust of rhetorical color and elo-

12







readers in search of specific directions on how to pronounce (for instance) eighteenth-century Scots dialect poetry
can easily exiract this information from the sources so plentifully excerpied by Jones. Among the three appen-
dices, for example, is a letter of 1779 by Alexander Scott (*‘Aulaxaunder Scoat of Cleidbaunk’’) that parodies,
and incidentally preserves, the contemporary regional accent: ‘. . . whoever mescheevous wroang amoolatione
moast pruv, reght amoolatione, leik doimont oan doimont, shaul haiv proaper affack en poaleshen swit freenshep’’
(p. 249) [Translation: ‘““however mischievous wrong emulation must prove, right emulation, like diamond on
diamond, shall have proper effect in polishing sweet friendship”]. A Language Suppressed documents the con-
tributions (and overall language-attitudes) of a group of grammarians not among the usual suspects rounded up in
the standard histories of eighteenth-century Scottish culture. The many well-chosen excerpts from primary
eighteenth-century sources are likely to be of especial interest and value.

Carol McGuirk, Florida Atlantic University

Marshall Waingrow, ed. James Boswell’s Life of Johnson: An Edition of the Original Manuscript in Four
Volumes. Research Edition Life of Johnson: Volume 1: 1709-1765. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press,
and New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994, Pp. xxxix + 518.

In his Preface to the first modern edition of Boswell’s Life of Johnson, George Birkbeck Hill commented that
“‘of all my books none [ cherish more than these. In looking at them I have known what it is to feel Bishop
Percy’s ‘unecasiness at the thoughts of death’.’” The late James L. Clifford, Samuel Johnson’s twentieth-century
Boswell, was deflected from a career in engineering after having encountered an edition of the Life while teaching
in Arizona. Such responses could be compounded, and it would be easy 1o illusirate, even in an era of the decen-
tered and expanded canon, that Boswell’s masterwork remains central. This fact is more in evidence with Marshall
Waingrow’s publication of the first of a four-volume research edition of the manuscript of the Life, in the Yale
Editions of the Private Papers of James Boswell.

Waingrow’s volume shows that while the Life has been traditionally evaluated as a printed text, the real
measure of Boswell’s achievement must be referred as well to the manuscript that led to text. The Life was issued
in 1791, followed by subsequent editions, the third emerging as the edition of choice for the major editorial treat-
ment that Hill provided in 1887, With further editorial contributions by L. F. Powell and later J. D. Fleeman, the
Life appeared to have achieved a stability that would have closed discussion of text had it not been for one of the
most remarkable literary discoveries of the twentieth century. At Malahide Castle in Ireland and Fettercairn House
in Scotland between 1927 and 1940, and variously in an ebony cabinet, a croquet box, and a stable lofl, the
original manuscript of the Life, in some one thousand leaves, was discovered. When these are assessed along with
a roughly equivalent body of material, the so-called ‘‘Papers Apart,’” the Life is seen not simply as a finished pro-
duct defining Samuel Johnson but the process by which the fullest account of Johnson was achieved. The literary
textual arrival of an eighteenth-century masterpiece must be understood in the context of the manuscript journey
that shaped it.

Some general observations hardly do justice to a volume everywhere defined through meticulous detail, though
they may orient readers to the terrain of Waingrow’s work. If ideally in the making of a book, a manuscript moves
to print with no more than the usual frustrations, Boswell’s Life suggests a radically different reality —a wrenching
of literary cosmos out of chaos. Boswell imposed horrendous conditions on his printer, asking him to decipher a
manuscript laced with revisions at the same time he had to incorporate shards of additional material ~excerpts
from books and magazines, original letters and copies, and Johnsoniana from contributors. While Boswell physi-
cally attended the composition of his book, neither he nor Edmond Malone read the proof sheels against the manu-
script. While this and other oversights did not make the printed life a literary equivalent of Magritte’s famous pipe
{(the printed Life is still the life), Waingrow’s printing of the manuscript of the Life will reorient readers to the
work in ways not seen since the appearance of the Hill-Powell edition. He accomplishes this through an editing
tour de force as he successfully superimposes on the familiar printed text the manuscript of the Life. One is able to
read for the first time, then, the point-counterpoint of manuscript and text: the printed version of the Life shaped
some years ago by Hill-Powell is simultaneously enriched by the manuscript, and both are consistently defined by
the virtuoso notes and appendices provided by Waingrow. In this combination we are made aware not only of
technical matters—the numerous errors unwittingly transmitted from manuscript to text—but also potentially more
interesting literary issues. Waingrow’s volume will make possible a re-examination of the way Boswell con-
structed Johnson’s conversations so central to the originality of the Life. Even more important, perhaps, the
volume will encourage a review of Boswell’s literary artistry, apologists for the latter finding abundant evidence
that in sifting through a universe of material defining Samuel! Johnson, his biographer tried consistently to satisfy
the demands of literary form as well as of biographical content. While this project will continue in the capable
hands of Bruce Redford, Waingrow has conclusively added his name to Boswell’s finest editors and has set a
standard by which future ones will be measured.

John L. Abbott, University of Connecticut
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Oddly enough, Rogers’s ‘*Conclusion’ is not a conclusion at all but an attempt briefly to extend the scope of
the book by mentioning Enlightenment thinkers not considered up to this point. In a free-wheeling discussion of
“overlaps” (p. 221) in the treatment of civil society, poverty, primitive life, luxury, and early literature — and un-
hampered by any constraints of chromology—Rogers finds ‘‘numerous premonitions’” of Johnson’s Journey in
Adam Ferguson’s Essay on the History of Civil Society (1767); calls the Journey ‘“a proleptic response’” to Adam
Smith’s Wealth of Nations (1776); and even brings in Diderot’s Supplément au voyage de Bougainville (circulated
in manuscript after 1773 but published only in 1796} for its resemblance to Johnson’s anti-Rousseanistic appraisal
of primitive living (pp. 216-22). Lord Kames, hardly mentioned by Johnson or Boswell in their travel books, is
discussed because he is a significant Enlightenment figure and was well known to Boswell; on the other hand,
Lord Monboddo, who indeed played a part in the tour and stands in an interesting relationship to Johnson, Bos-
well, and Scottish culture in general, is treated separately in an appendix. Not as well developed as the rest of the
book, this section comes as an anticlimax.

To end on a more positive nole, we can appreciate Rogers’s gift for recuperating memorable phrases from his
sources. His subtitle, *“The Transit of Caledonia,’’ is taken from Boswell’s description of Johnson’s stately pro-
gress through Scotland, a jocular phrase that also, Rogers suggests, alludes 1o ‘‘the passage of the planet Venus™’
that Cook set out to observe on his first voyage of discovery (pp. 68-69). The term ‘‘the grand climacteric,”
which had particular significance in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, as Rogers shows, sonorously expres-
ses Johnson’s Iate-life crisis. Best of all, the chapter heading ‘‘The Rambler and The Wanderer’” hauntingly com-
bines Boswell’s epithets for Johnson and Charles Edward Stuart by assonance as well as sense.

All in all, this study does much to refresh our interest in Johnson's and Boswell’s tour—and in its many
detours gives us the pleasure of observing a lively, witty, erudite scholar at work,

Marlies K. Danziger, Hunter College and CUNY
Graduate School, Emerita

Irma S. Lustig, ed. Boswell: Citizen of the World, Man of Letters. Lexington, Ky.: The University Press of
Kentucky, 1995. Pp. xvii + 270.

Donald J. Newman, ed. James Boswell: Psychological Interpretations. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1995.
Pp. xviii + 222,

As the titles indicate, these two collections of essays published in the bicenienary year of Boswell’s death ap-
proach their subject from different perspectives. Irma Lustig’s Baswell: Citizen of the World, Man of Letiers looks
at Boswell from the outside in—that is, as a man who moved beyond ‘‘provincial borders both geographically and
intellectually”” (p. 1). Donald Newman's James Boswell: Psychological Interpretations considers Boswell more
from the inside out, as a man whose many paradoxes are ‘‘the visible features of an inner topography capable of
interpretation’” (p. xii). Was Boswell an enliphtened thinker? A cosmopolitan man? Did he suffer from genuine
mental disorder? What bearing did his complex psychological makeup have on his writing? These are some of the
questions implicit in the essays presented. Both coliections offer a rich sampling of the current scholarship on a
figure whose stature as a writer continues fo grow—a growth that would seem increase in proportion to the
number of volumes (more than twenty thus far) published in the Yale editions.

One hundred years ago George Birkbeck Hill took the occasion of the centenary of Boswell’s death to note the
dearth of serious critical attention paid to a man who had written what many even then regarded as the greatest
biography in the English language. Since the recovery of Boswell’s papers in the first half of this century all that
has changed. Boswell is of interest not only to Boswellians and Johnsonians but to scholars in many diverse fields
and 1o the general reader. Whether you are into theoretical discourse (psychological, or otherwise) or are more of
a fact-seeking traditionalist, you will find in these two volumes many excellent essays. Some have been written by
critics long associated with matters Boswellian, others by newcomers to the field.

The division of Citizen of the World, Man of Letters inlo two parts—*‘Boswell and the Enlightenment’” and
“The Life of Johnson’’ —does more to describe the interests of scholars than it does to confirm the editor’s asser-
tion that the Life is “‘a great repository of the Enlightenment in its various strains’’ (p. 8). An essay on this lopic
would have been interesting in its own right. That said, Irma Lustig’s introduction succeeds in drawing out the
various strands in Boswell’s life—beyond that of ““citizen’’ and *‘literatus’’ —and then describing their interplay.

In the first article Marlies K. Danziger travels with Boswell as he seeks out some of the less well known En-
lightenment figures in northern Europe. (Just what the Enlightenment is or whal it means to be ‘‘enlightened” is
another implicit theme of the volume.) By comparing these experiences with Boswell’s legendary encounters with
Rousseau and Voltaire—the leading representatives of a more radical southern European Enlightenment — Danziger
clarifies the origins and peculiar blend of Boswell’s cosmopolitanism. ‘‘Personalities, not theory, continued to be
the focus of Boswell’s interest,”’ she suggests (p. 30). With Europe still the scene of action, Peter F. Perreten
cogently analyzes Boswell's response to landscape— landscape in this context being of two basic kinds: the natural
(mountains etc.) and the “‘improved’” (gardens). Though no profound commentator, Boswell left a record on the
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Clingham remarks: ‘‘By unsexing Johnson in the Hebrides and the Life, Boswell’s narrative has the effect of ap-
propriating Johnson’s sexuality to himself, affirming a mythic conception of Johnson and thereby producing the
culturally and ideologically acceptable relationship between the two™ (p. 194).

Philip E. Baruth cleverly yokes together the political and the literary in analyzing the influences that were evi-
dently in play when Boswell wrote the Letter fo the People of Scotland of 1785. Baruth concludes that ““in a
political climate in which political ‘subjects’ were highly suspect, Boswell’s infamous oddity and queerness {a fic-
tional self modeled partly on Steme] argue persuasively for his complete [political] independence’” (p. 102). This
important though problematic pamphlet, long regarded as overly exhibitionist, has never been so well explained.

Like Baruth’s, a pumber of the articles in this coilection take as a point of departurc the observations of
Frederick Pottie and Frank Brady in their seminal biographies of Boswell. The same is true, though 1o a lessor de-
pree, in Citizen of the World (see Sher's essay, for example). Nothing can compensate for the almost absolute
familiarity both Pottle and Brady had with Boswell’s private papers, and surely all who study Boswell should as-
pire 1o their comprehensive knowledge. At the same time, much more remains 1o be said. The collections at hand
illustrate the richness and creativity of the directions in which the Boswellian project as a whole is headed. Bos-
well, who relished the interest others expressed in himself perhaps more than any other man, would welcome the
present offerings.

William Zachs, University of Edinburgh

Thomas Somerville, My Own Life and Times 1741-1814 (1861). Introduction by Richard B. Sher. Pp. 397.

The Anecdotes and Egotisms of Henry Mackenzie, 1745-1831, ed. Harold William Thompson (1927). Introduc-
tion by John Dwyer. Pp. 303,

Peter Williamson, French and Indian Cruelty: Exemplified in tbe Life, and Various Vicissitudes of Fortune
of Peter Williamson (1762). Introduction by Michael Fry. Pp. 147.

John Jackson, The History of the Scottish Stage . . . Interspersed with Memoirs of His Own Life (1793). In-
troduction by Donald Campbell. Pp. 470.

John Ramsay of Ochtertyre, Scotland and Scotsmen in the Eighteenth Century, ed. Alexander Allardyce, 2
vols. (1888). Introduction by David J. Brown. Pp. 554/568.

Memoirs of the Life, Writings and Correspondence of William Smellie, ed. Robert Kerr, 2 vols. (1811). Intro-
duction by Richard B. Sher. Pp. 504/488.

Congratulations to the Thoemmes Press for making avajlable six more texis that are indispensable to anyone
with a serjous interest in eighteenth-century Scotland. The pages of Ramsay of Ochtertyre, rich with details about
Scottish society in the Highlands, the Lowlands, the cities and the universities, has frequently been mined by his-
torians and biographers, but its new presentation as part of a collection of *‘Contemporary Memoirs™ invites reas-
sessment, and recognition of the work as a literary form as well as a historical source. In his brief but usefui intro-
duction, David Brown draws alfention to the achievement of Alexander Allardyce, the nineteenth-century editor
who was responsible for shifting and arranging Ramsay’s manuscripts into the now familiar form. The memoir
thus emerges as an intrinsically collaborative genre, developing as a result not only of the dialogue between the
author and his subject(s), but also between the manuscripts and the editer, with his late ninetcenth-century
audience (the decision 1o include Ramsay’s sections on *‘Scottish ladies” or ‘‘Lord Monboddo. His men with
Tails,” for example, may owe something to the climate in which Allardyce was working).

In the case of Henry Mackenzie’s notes, which were fashioned into the invaluable Anecdotes and Egotisms by
Harold Thompson, the influence of earlier memoirs—those of ““Jupiter’’ Carlyle—also contribuied, as John Dwyer
points out in his illuminating introduction. Mackenzie’s admiration for the autobiography of Carlyle (*‘a man
about my age [four score]'’) reveals another recurrent feature of the gemre: its association with old age. Both
Mackenzie and Thomas Somerville conclude with reflections on their own approaching deaths, while their texts,
for all the liveliness of the anecdotes and reminiscences, are motivated by an urgency muted, at times, by
melancholy. In all the texts, however, the writers’ abundant sense of their own signficance, as well as that of their
age and their contemporarics, comes across with force.

The interplay between memoirs and history is demonstrated explicitly in John Jackson’s History of the Scottish
Stage which, according to the author, began as a ‘‘narrative’’ of his “‘own personal transactions,’’ but tumed into
a history as he felt compelled to defend his profession against ‘‘the very unpleasing estimation in which it has been
invariably held.”” The fascinating personal anecdotes are thus set within a chrenological framework that in turn of-
fers extraordinary insight into the role of the theater in Scotland, and the difficulties experienced by those involved
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this were the cottars, the dependents of the sublenants, and of which a contemporary wrote: ‘‘[their] slavery is in-
credible and what is worse they are likely to be turned out at the Master's pleasure’” (p. 14).

After 1760 the pace of change increased dramatically. Central to this was the population explosion, particularly
in the cities: between 1755 and 1820 the Scottish population rose by two-thirds. Agricultural improvement, for
Devine, was driven to a great extent by new demand for food, raw materials for wool and linens, and, literally,
for horsepower (which meant in practice oatpower). On the supply side, Scotland’s large landowners were eager Lo
increase their cash incomes, as they were attracted to urban luxury. From two directions, the market thus turned
patrician Scotsmen, who had long looked with interest at English capitalist agriculture, into enthusiastic drainers,
road and canal builders, and enclosers. Scotland, most crucially, had probably the most concenirated pattern of
landownership west of the Elbe, witb its great proprietors owning, for example, 50 percent of the land in Angus
and 44 percent in Fife. Devine shows that these magnates, who had the power 1o effect great things quickly, were
central to the new tide of agrarian change. Parallel to enlarging their estates, ending rnrig and dividing common-
ties, they imposed ‘‘improving leases,”’ which required tenants 1o cultivate particular crops using prescribed tech-
niques. Liming and grass sowing became common, and seasonal laborers from Ireland, the Highlands, and the
cities replaced the cottars. Onc index of change came in the rapid rise of rental income, which trebled on many es-
tates after the 1750s, and once or twice again on the tide of Napoleonic war inflation. This was associated with
slarlling increases in output and efficiency: while in the second half of the century English yields increased by
about 50 percent, in Scotland they doubled and trebled. Devine also uses the Sheriff Court records of evictions of
tenants, as they have been used in the Highlands, 1o provide a rough guide to the chronology of estate reorganiza-
tion. The replacement of small tenants and cottars by sheep and cattle was visible during this era in the landscape
as the cottars’ houses were destroyed and the stone then employed in the new fences and dikes which marked the
frontier of enclosure. Devine cautions, however, against any hasty comparison of these ‘“Lowland Clearances’’
with later events in the Highlands. At the worst, he suggests, not more than a quarter of tenants were displaced,
and these often without much coercion: in the Hebrides between 1846 and 1852, for example, there were fourteen
times the average annual sample of writs of removal served by the late eighteenth-century Lowland courts at their
most active. The subienants and cottars took the brunt of the social cost of *‘improvement,’’ and many contem-
poraries did complain about an increase in vagrancy, but they were easily absorbed in nearby towns and cities by
the cotton, wool, or linen manufacture, sugar refining, coal mining, or other urban employment. This explains the
absence of significant protest in an era of rapid agricultural concentration. _

This explanation for the absence of cottar unrest is reasonably plausible. But readers of this monograph may
wonder, justly, why the broader politics of Scotland are absent from his analysis. The context for the 1690s
legislation is unexplained, while the impact of 1707, or of Jacobitism, is unexplored. Devine promises a discus-
sion of the agrarian implications of the Act of Union (pp. 19-20), but seems conient later on to imply its impor-
tance through discussion of the role of new markets and the migration of ‘‘improving™ fashion. Ideology and cul-
ture, similarly, are never given center stage, although Devine temptingly alludes to the magnates’ shared
‘‘ideological mission lo improve and modernize Scottish society’’ (p. 65). Lastly, and surprisingly for the author
of The Tobacco Lords, he misses the opportunity of placing Scottish agriculture into its ultimate context. The ex-
plosion of ‘‘demand’’ over the eighteenth century, so important for his argument, had much to do with the most
distant pull of African slaving posts and American plantations on Glasgow and Edinburgh. The impact of imperial
expansion on cily and country, so implicit in this study, is perhaps the most important continent of Scottish
history still to be explored. We may hope that Devine, who is better qualified than any for the task, will now con-
sider undertaking this journey.

Richard Drayton, Lincoln College, Oxford

John Sibbald Gibson, Lachiel of the *45: The Jacobite Chief and the Prince. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University
Press, 1994. Pp. xii + 207.

Murray G. I1. Pittock, The Myth of the Jacobite Clans. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1995. Pp. viii
+ 164.

Sir James Fergusson once sugpested that so many books had been written about the ’45 that there ought to be a
law against further publication on the subject. His meaning was clear: there was nothing further that could useful-
ly be said. Such a sin against the spirit of Clio invited a comeuppance; it gets it in these two books.

Both are revisionist, though they differ dramatically in terms of their aims and agenda. Gibson is a classic re-
visjonist in that his book revolves around the discovery (by Alice Wemyss, herself researching a new biography of
Lord Elcho) of a hitherto unknown source that demands an adjustment of current historical orthodoxies. Pittock,
by contrast, is concerned with the roots of modem mythistory. His aim is to force first the historians of modern
Scotland, and ultimately the popular writers who shape the public’s historical consciousness, to confront their er-
roneous conceptions of what Jacobitism was, and signified, in eighteenth-century Scotland.
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Like many others, this writer has been guijlty of Sir James Fergusson’s sin. It was thus a peculiar pleasure, but

a pleasure nonetheless, to be shown the error of one’s ways by these two books. Gibson’s is not the kind of book

that other scholars will attempt to refute so much as build upon; Pittock’s is a nailing of theses to a church door.

Both, it is 1o be hoped, will draw other historians into re-examining the evidence and their own assumptions. Out
of this process, will we nil we, must come a deeper understanding of cighteenth-century Scotland.

Daniel Szechi, Auburn University

Robert C. Woosnam-Savage, ed., 1745: Charles Edward Stuart and the Jacobites. Edinburgh: HMSO, 1995.
Pp. xv + 128.

Michael Hook and Walter Ross, The Forty-Five: The Last Jacobite Rebellion. Edinburgh: HMSO, 1995. Pp. ix
+ 144,

According an article by G.V.R. Grant in Lesley Scott-Moncrieff’s The 45: To Gather an Image Whole (1988):
““One of the great peculiariles of Scottish history is the extremely strange way that Scois have treated it. Under-
standing what really happened hardly ever pets beyond the old traditional myths that have been irotted out for
many years’’ {p. 23}.

On Culloden Moor two hundred and fifty years ago, it took less than an hour of an April day for the Duke of
Cumberland’s army to dispatch Prince Charles Edward Stuart’s rebel army. Did ‘‘one of the world’s great
romances come lo grief’” in the prince’s ‘*hopeless piece of gallantry,” or did a ‘“wretched, rash intruding fool®’
bring despair and ruin to generations of Scots? “‘A haze of almost impeneirable romance has been casl round the
Rebellion of ’45, so that everything that happened in those not too distant times seems to shine with an epic splen-
dour.”’ So wrote the eminent traveler H. V. Morlon in /n Scotland Again (1932), describing a visit to Glenfinnan
(p. 183).

In two and half centuries there have been several notable attempts to penetrate the romance and mythology of
the *45 and look at what happened with a clear, objective eye. Among these are A. J. Youngson’s The Prince and
the Pretender (1985) and the previously mentioned collection of essays edited by Scott-Moncrieff. And now two
books from HMSO merit inclusion in the relatively short bibliography of consciously objective studies. It is with
these two profusely illustrated and thoroughly documented works that students new to the *45 should begin their
studies. Michael Hook and Walter Ross present the cadences of the *45 from an assessment of the political back-
ground through the prince’s arrival and recruiting activities, his unopposed march in Edinburgh, his quick victory
at Prestonpans, his round trip to England, his victory at Falkirk, his defeat at Culloden and, of course, the after-
math. The appended summary of the histories of the '45 is useful as well. In a relatively small space Hook and
Ross are able to poinl up many of the complexities attendant upon the Rising—who came out and who didn’t, and
why: the decision-making at Derby; and the conflicts among the Jacobile commanders, for example.

In 7745, Robert C. Woosman-Savage has collected from unimpeachable sources eight essays that take readers
through and beyond Charlie’s Year. Bruce Lenman places Prince Charles in the Jacobite tradition thus: ‘‘His com-
bination of vigour and stubbornness, plus support from long-standing Scottish loyalties, aided by a unique interna-
tional situation, enabled him lo carve out a permanent niche in romantic history in a year”’ {p. 13). Murray Pittock
strikes through the familiar romantic mask as he identifies the variety and detail of three main threads of Jacobite
colture. In a companion piece, Brian Blench, too, looks at Jacobite symbolism in his study of the glasses with
which the Jacobites toasted their king over the water. Allan Macinnes characterizes the immediate aftermath of the
’45 as ‘‘marked by genocidal clearance . . ., by banditry as a form of social protest, and by cultural alienation”’
{p. 103). He draws a provacative anaiogy between the Jacobite clans of the 45 and the Southern Confederacy of
the American Civil War.

Morton, again: ‘“The more one knows about the rebellion and the deeper one delves imio the plotting, the
lying, the jealousy, the self-seeking and the indifferent leadership, the more one doubts the romance; and yet—and
yet .. . "7 (p. 183). Both books contain frequent references to romance and myth, but though the emphasis in both
books is on the Jacobites, objectivily seems to prevail. Romance aside, over the years the Jacobites have had more
ink. Theirs, afier all, is the betier story; they, as Allan Macinnes notes, have better songs. Recurrent in their
stories and songs, of course, is Culloden. Whatever it is that Culloden ended or began, whatever Culloden evokes,
it is worth neting, as Woosnam-Savage does, that Culloden was ‘‘a battle no British army regiment has amongst
its honours™” (p. ix).

John J. Toffey, Great Barrington, Massachusetts
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Ted Ruddock, ed. Travels in the Colonies in 1773-1775: Described in tbe Letters of Williatn Mylne. Athens,
Ga.: Unjversity of Georgia Press, 1993. Pp. viii + 127,

In the autumn of 1773, Scottish architect William Mylne went 10 America, taking, among other things, fishing
tackle, a pun, ‘*some books,’’ and his dog, Mungo. Mylne left Scotland because of a serious business faijlure: in
1769 his unfinished bridge on Edinburgh’s north side had partially collapsed, killing five people. The shock of
this incident, and the resulting lawsuit and debts, sent Mylne packing. He traveled to Charleston, South Carolina,
settled outside Augusta, Georgia, then went overland to New York just before he returned to Britain in 1775.
Most letters in this volume were from and to Mylne during his period of failure and withdrawal; some are from
the years after his return.

The letters contain interesting, information on the colonies bul, because of Mylne’s concermn over his crisis, his
mind was not fully on America. It is therefore somewhat difficult to predict which scholars will gain from reading
this correspondence. Those who already know Mylne and his work will find some useful material, though there is
actually little on architecture. The letters relay impressions of America, especially of the southern colonies, but
they are similar 10 observations many other travelers made. Mylne gave no sign that he encountered any prejudice,
negative or positive, against Scots, so he conveys little information about cultural relations between Scotland and
America.

The most interesting part of Mylne’s correspondence concerns class relations and siatus. His sojurn in America
represented an ongoing tension between the elite status his profession pave him and the social simplicity his
poverty necessitated. Mylne lacked the funds to travel as a cabin passenger and ended up in steerage; the captain
neveriheless ireated him with consideration. He lived in a rough log cabin near Augusta, yet moved with Geor-
pia’s elite. He was respected as an expert in the survey of lands that the Cherokee ceded in 1773, but he lamented
that he would never be able properly to entertain the gentlemen who had treated him as a peer. Lacking the capital
to start a plantation in Georgia, he went north, where he thought his profession, alone, could establish him as a
man of property. But because of his reluctance, as a loyal Briton, 1o stay in America after 1775, Mylne went home
and later reaffirmed his archilectural abilities by designing Dublin’s water works. Neither a true immigrant nor a
mere traveler, Mylne was an inleresting observer of the competition between respect for education and obsession
with wealth that already marked American culture in the late colonial period.

Joyce E. Chaplin, Vanderbilt University

Scotland and the Americas, 1600 to 1800. Providence, RI: John Carter Brown Library, 1995. Pp. xix + 138.

ECSSS members who were present al the Society’s 1994 annual conference, hosted by the John Carter Brown
Iibrary at Brown University, will certainly recall the fine exhibition of the library’s holdings relevant to the con-
ference theme of ‘*Scotland and the Americas.”” They will, howcver, probably also recall tbat, at the time of the
conference, the promised book-length catalogue of the Jibrary’s exhibition had yet to be published. Well, late in
1995, appear it finally did: Jaunched in suitably grand style, at the Forbes Magazine Galleries in New York City,
with David Armitage, Michael Fry, Ned Landsman, Bruce Lenman, and James McLachlan among the contributors
in attendance.

The catalogue is a handsomely produced volume. Available in both sofi- and hard-bound formats, it is packed
with excellent, high-quality illustrations: maps, title-pages (lots of these), cartoons, portraits. (Many of the il-
lustrations would make ideal hand-out or visual aid material for anyone teaching in this area.) But ithe catalogune’s
main body consists of eight chapters bringing together different aspects of the exhibition under such headings as
the Darien Scheme, Immigration and Settlement, Trade, Religion, Education, Warfare, and the American Revolu-
tion. In each case the chapter consists of a brief scholarly introduction to the topic, followed by detailed comments
on particular revlevant items on exhibition. The one chapter I have not mentioned differs in the sense that it has a
somewhat sharper focus. But ‘‘Scots in Georgia and the British Floridas’’ proves particularly fascinating in its ac-
count of what is called the **scotchification™ of native Indian clothing: Amerindians in these areas apparently took
to adopting tartan and other Scottish styles in their costumes.

The catalogue ends with a bibliographical Appendix providing details of the fifty-seven works selected and ai-
luded to by the anthors of the previous eight chapters. Additionally, it selects another ninety items {rom the John
Carter Brown Library’s holdings in the Scottish-American field. Even here, however, one is struck by the focus
on North America and the American colonies. By choosing the title ‘*Scotland and the Americas’’ there was clear-
ly an original intention to be all-inclusive: Central America, South America, the West Indies, would feature as
well as the more obvious areas of Scottish-American contact. But what the evidence assembled here suggests is
that after the failure of the Darien scheme, North America absorbed almost all of Scotland’s attention.

Andrew Hook, University of Glasgow
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Books Briefly Noted

Roger Craik, James Boswell 1740-1795: The Scottish Perspective. Edinburgh: HMSO and the Faculty of Advo-
cates, 1994. Paperback. Pp. ix + 195.

Handsomely produced, with dozens of illustrations, this book is a bit of an odd duck. Mostly it is a narrative
summary of Boswell’s life in Scotland, adding little that is new. Certain aspects of the story, such as JB’s youthful
“‘Harvest Jaunt,”” are covered quite fully, while others of seemingly greater import, such as his relationship with
Auchinleck (man and place), receive relatively little attention. The book makes its biggest contribution by includ-
ing valuable photographs and drawings of Scotlish architectural sites with which JB was associated.

Mr. Boswell Dines with Professor Kant. Bristol: Thoemmes Press, 1995. Paperback. Pp. vi + 23.

This reprint of a pamphlet first published by Lewis White Beck in 1979 is great fun. Boswell’s account of the
only meeting he (never) had with Immanuel Kant is reproduced in its entirety, following its discovery among the
Muck Manuscripts in 1979, Somehow, Frank Brady missed the whole thing!

Collecting and Recollecting James Boswell 1740-1795: A Bicentenary Exhibition from the Collections of Yale
University and Four Oaks Farm. New York: The Grolier Club, 1995. Paperback. Pp. xvii + 44.

This exhibition catalogue describes more than a hundred items displayed in the marvelous show that ran at the
Grolier Club in New York City from 12 September to 17 November 1995. The curators, William Zachs and Mary
Eccles, put the same kind of loving care into the catalogue as the exhibit itself, and it shows. In addition to extra-
ordinary literary items, Lady Eccles’s Four Oaks Farm, one of New Jersey’s greatest treasures, contains some un-
usual artifacts that were displayed in the show, such as Margaret Boswell’s silk purse and a cloth specimen given
to JB by Sir Joseph Banks. JB’s famous ebony cabinet is also there, but visitors to the exhibit had to settle for
viewing a photograph.

Giancarlo Carabelli, On Hume and Eighteenth-Century Aesthetics: The Philosopher on a Swing. Trans. Joan
Krakover Hall. New York: Peter Lang, 1995. Pp. ix + 222.

When John Christian Laursen reviewed the original edition of this work ({nforno a Hume, or ‘‘Around {or
about) Hume’’) in this newsletter (no. 7, spring 1993, pp. 19-20), he liked the book but complained that it
deserved a better title. Well, here’s an edition with a better title, and in English, too.

M. A. Stewart, The Kirk and the Infidel. Lancaster, 1995. Paperback. Pp. 29.

Although the story of David Hume’s unsuccessful bid for the Edinburgh moral philosophy chair in the mid-
1740s has been told before, by M. A. Stewart among others, Stewart introduces valuable new materials and new
insights in this, his inaugural lecture as Professor of the History of Philosophy at Lancaster University. Particular-
ly interesting is an appendix containing a letter or speech delivered by Hume’s leading opponent, Principal (and
Reverend) William Wishart, deciphered by Stewart from Wishart’s speedhand. A copy of the pamphlet can be ob-
tained by sending £2.50 to the Philosophy Department at Lancaster University, Lancaster LA1 4YG, U.K.

Passioni, interessi, convenzioni: Discussioni settecemtesche su virti e civilta. Ed. Marco Geuna and Maria
Luisa Pesante. Milan: FrancoAngeli, 1992, Paperback. Pp. 493.

Ttalian readers will find much here that relates to Scottish studies. Indeed, practically the entire volume is
directly or indirectly about Scoltish moral philosophy, political economy, and philosophical history, with par-
ticular attention paid to Iutcheson, Hume, Ferguson, and Smith Smith, as well as that honorary Scot, Gibbon.

Adam Ferpuson, An Essay on the History of Civil Society. Ed. Fania Oz-Salzberger. Cambridge Texis in the
History of Political Thought. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995. Paperback. Pp. xxxv + 283.

Ferpuson’s Fssay (1767) passed through seven British editions during the author’s lifetime, the last of them in
1814. Incredibly, there was not another until the edition that Duncan Forbes edited for Edinburgh University
Press in 1966—a true milestone in Scottish Enlightenment studies. Thirty years later, however, Forbes’s edition is
in some respects dated {e.g., its bibliographical note lists only five modemn sources that deal with Ferguson), and
it is reportedly no longer available in paperback. In North America the Edinburgh Universily Press edition never
was available in paperback—or rather it was (and still is) available only in a bastardized edition published by
Transaction Books, which uses (without acknowledgment) the Edinburgh text, list of variants, and index, but re-
places Forbes’s brilliant Introduction with a more sociological one by Louis Schaeider.

Fania Oz-Salzberger's new edition is therefore most welcome. Besides a new Introduction, it adds a chronol-
ogy of Ferguson’s life, some brief biopraphical notes on eighteenth-century figures, and an updated bibliographi-
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John Butt, John Anderson’s Legacy: The University of Strathclyde and Its Antecedents 1796-1996. East
Linton: Tuckwell Press, in association with the University of Strathclyde, 1996. Paperback. Pp. 264.

Make no mistake: this is a booster book, commissioned to commemorate the bicentenary of the founding of
what has become one of Scotland’s major universities. Nevertheless, some of our members will benefit from
perusing the first two chapters—*‘John Anderson (1726) and His Will’” and ‘‘From Institution to University,
1796-1830"' — and there are several striking color illustrations in this atiractive, large-format paperback.

The Universities of Aberdeen and Europe: The First Three Centuries. Ed. Paul Dukes. Aberdeen: Aberdeen
University Press, 1995, Paperback. Pp. viii +174.

This little volume in the Quincentennial Studies in the History of the University of Aberdeen series contains
five essays on aspects of Aberdeen University in the early modern period. All will be of interest to students of the
history of Scottish universities, but ECSSS members will want to know about Dimitry Fedosov, “A Scoltish
Mathematician in Russia: Henry Farquharson (¢.1675-1739)"" and especially Paul B. Wood’s excellent overview
of the rise to European prominence of Aberdeen’s two colleges, *“Aberdeen and Evrope in the Enlightenment.’”

Maisie Steven, Parish Life in Eighteenth-Century Scotland: A Review of the Old Statistical Account. Aber-
deen: Scottish Cultural Press, 1966. Paperback. Pp. xi + 180.

The Statistical Account of Scotland that Sir John Sinclair forged in the 1790s was a great publishing feat in its
day and is still a primary source of information about Scottish cultural and economic life at the close of the eigh-
teenth century. But its huge size (21 volumes), its peographical organization by parishes and regions, and its
general inaccessibility make it extremely difficult to use effectively. Taken for what it is—a summary of select
materials by theme, with little analysis and almost no historical or historiographical context—this little book can
be helpful for finding out what the parish accounts throughout Scotland were saying about fishing, games and
amusements, food, agriculture, poverty, emigration, and other important lopics.

John Strawhorn, The Scotland of Robert Burns. Darvel, Ayrshire: Alloway Publishing, 1995. Paperback. Pp. ix
+ 164.

The low price and simple look of this book, especially the illustrations by Christy Danielles, indicate that it is
a publication meant mainly for children. But the author happens to be the leading experl on cighteenth-century
Ayrshire, and the text turns out to be a deceptively rich and detailed, yet quite readable, account of the Burns
country, organized by topic (e.g. daily life, the pentry, the lower orders, indusiry, commerce) and bursting with
energy. Delightful!

A.1LS. Gibson and T. C. Smout, Prices, Food and Wages in Scotland 1550-1780. Cambridge: Cambridge Un-
iversity Press, 1995. Pp. xv + 398,

It looks to be authoritative on its topic, and it contains dozens of charts, tables, and maps showing price and
wage variations over time, across space, and among different classes and occupations. But this highly technical
book is strictly for specialists in economic history, or at most for occasional reference by the rest of us. Very dry.

Gilbert Schrank, An Orkney Estate: Improvements at Graemeshall 1827-1888. East Linton: Tuckwell Press,
1995. Paperback. Pp. xii + 131.

Although this tale of ‘“premature improvement’’ is sct in the nineteenth century, the context in which the
Graemes attempted to carry out their ill-fated agricultural reforms was the traditional system that prevailed in the
Orkneys during the eightecnth century and before, and one of the protagonists in this thoroughly researched case
study was Walter Scott’s childhood friend John Irving.

*?

James Thompson, Models of Value: Eighteenth-Century Political Economy and the Novel. Durham, N.C.:
Duke University Press, 1996. Pp. viii + 271.

James Thompson’s interpretation of changing conceptions of value in the cighteenth century hinges on a basic
distinction between political economy and the novel: the former reconceptualizes wealth symbolically, as capital
rather than money (whether specie or paper), whereas the latter reconceptualizes value in human terms that are
played out through courtship narratives and romance. This dichotomy is gendered, for political economy comes to
define the public, financial world of male values, whereas the novel speaks to the private, emotional world of
femate values. Although all of the novelists discussed in this clever book are English, the political economists are
mainly Scottish (Sir James Stevart and Adam Smith)—a potentially significant difference that the author does not
explore.

Richard B. Sher, NJIT/Rutgers-Newark




