
Befindlichkeit: Situatedness
The German term Befindlichkeit
has been variously translated
as “findedness,” “disclosure,”
“state of mind,” and, as below,
“attunement.” Befindlichkeit is
related to Dasein’s facticity and
its fundamental moods
(Stimmung). Dasein is in the
world, as Heidegger notes time
and again, and this
situatedness of Dasein, this
finding of itself in the world, is
what makes possible Dasein’s fundamental moods. Dasein, as situated in its
“findedness” is never neutral in its stance in the world: whether anxious, joyous,
or bored, Dasein is always there (da) in the world; this ineradicable fact is
Befindlichkeit. Thrown into the world, Dasein is disclosed as situated or attuned
(Befindlichkeit) in a particular way (in its mood, Stimmung), and for the most part,
Dasein is situated or attuned with regard to everydayness and the dictates of das
Man (the “They”).
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