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TABE 11/12 ‐ Basic Information

• TABE stands for Test of Adult Basic Education.
• TABE tests are given to clients to measure math, reading, and
language levels both as pre‐assessment tests and post assessment
tests.

• TABE 11/12 was approved for a seven year period by the US
Department of Education in the publication of the Federal Register
/Vol. 82, No. 172 on September 7, 2017.



TABE 11/12 ‐ Locater Test

• When a client is going to take the TABE assessment test, they are first
given a locater test (a pre‐test).

• The locater determines which version of the TABE test a client should
take. This is needed because not all clients are going to come into the
WIOA program at the same academic preparedness, so the locater
attempts to give an individual the assessment test tailored to their
current academic status.

• The different TABE 11&12 (math, reading, and language) tests are
broken down to the version of L = Literacy; E = Easy; M = Medium; D =
Difficult; or A = Advanced.



TABE 11/12 ‐ Scoring

• The scoring on TABE
11&12 assessments test
are based on a scale
score and GLE (Grade
Level Equivalency).
• Those scores are used to
award an EFL (Education
Functioning Level),
which is broken down
between levels of 1 – 6.

• 1 = Beginning ABE Literacy
• 2 = Beginning Basic Education
• 3 = Low Intermediate Basic 
Education

• 4 = High Intermediate Basic 
Education

• 5 = Low Adult Secondary Education
• 6 = High Adult Secondary 
Education



TABE 11/12 – Test Version Scores

• Each version of the TABE 11/12 test has it’s own range of minimum and maximum
GLE (Grade Level Equivalency), which then relates to the EFL (Education
Functioning Level).

• Each type of test (Math, Reading, or Language) has it’s own minimum and
maximum scale score within the same minimum and maximum EFL range.

• The following score tables were configured using the TABE 11&12 Grade Range
Scale Score Guidance for Printed Forms and pages 8‐18 of the TABE 11 & 12 A
Guide to Scoring Tables & Requirements.



TABE 11/12 – Test Versions

• The “L” version of the math, reading or language assessment test has a highest possible 
GLE of 3.9.  

• The “E” version of the math, reading or language assessment test has a highest possible 
GLE of 5.9.  

• The “M” version of the math, reading or language assessment test has a highest possible 
GLE of 8.9.  

• The “D” version of the math, reading or language assessment test has a highest possible 
GLE of 10.9.  

• The “A” version of the math, reading or language assessment test has a highest possible 
GLE of 12.9.



TABE 11/12 – Test Version Scores 
Examples

• This is the scoring for the TABE 11‐12, version L = Literacy for the Math, Reading and
Language. When someone takes the L version, the highest possible GLE is 3.9 and the
highest possible EFL is 2 ‐ Beginning Basic Education.

• Someone taking a version L math test can score no higher than GLE of 3.9 and highest
possible EFL is code 2 ‐ Beginning Basic Education, and they can score no lower than GLE
of 0.0 and lowest possible EFL is code 1 ‐ Beginning ABE Literacy.



TABE 11/12 – Test Version 
Scores Examples

• Now, compare that to the L version for reading.  Please observe that the 
minimum and maximum scale scores are slightly different, while the 
minimum and maximum GLE score ranges are the same.

• Someone taking a version L reading test can score no higher than GLE of 
3.9 and highest possible EFL is code 2 ‐ Beginning Basic Education, and 
they can score no lower than GLE of 0.0 and lowest possible EFL is code 
1 ‐ Beginning ABE Literacy.



TABE 11/12 – Test Version Scores 
Examples

• And compare that to the L version for language. Please observe that the minimum and
maximum scale scores are slightly different, while the minimum and maximum GLE score
ranges are the same.

• Someone taking a version L language test can score no higher than GLE of 3.9 and
highest possible EFL is code 2 ‐ Beginning Basic Education, and they can score no lower
than GLE of 0.0 and lowest possible EFL is code 1 ‐ Beginning ABE Literacy.



TABE 11/12 – Test Version GLE 
& EFL maximums

• version L = Literacy : the highest possible GLE is 3.9 and the highest 
possible EFL is 2 ‐ Beginning Basic Education

• version E = Easy : the highest possible GLE is 5.9 and the highest 
possible EFL is 3 ‐ Low Intermediate Basic Education

• version M = Medium : the highest possible GLE is 8.9 and the highest 
possible EFL for someone taking the test is 4 High Intermediate Basic 
Education

• version D = Difficult : the highest possible GLE is 10.9 and the highest 
possible EFL is 5 ‐ Low Adult Secondary Education

• version A = Advanced for the Math, Reading and Language. When 
someone takes the A version, the highest possible GLE is 12.9 and the 
highest possible EFL is 6 ‐ High Adult Secondary Education

• A copy of the full table is included as an attachment to the printed copy of this slideshow



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• Click “Add Test”



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• Click the drop down menu for “Category”.
• Select “Adult Basic Education – ABE”.
• Then click “Next”.



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• Click the drop down menu for “Functional Area”.
• For this example, we will select “Reading”.
• Then click “Next”.



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• The Add Test screen has been updated to include the Test Level for TABE 11/12 only.
• “Test Level” is a required field when TABE 11/12 is selected for “Test”.



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• Select TABE 11/12 for “Test”.
• For this example, we will select “Medium” for “Test Level”.



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• Please take out the copy of the TABE 11/12 score tables that was included with your 
handouts for this presentation.

• Please look up Medium level for TABE 11/12 Reading test.
• If the scale score is 563, what is the GLE?



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• If the scale score is 563, what is the GLE?
• The GLE is 8.0.



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE 
Test Scores in IWDS

• So, a Medium Level TABE 11/12 Reading test with a scale score of 563 
and GLE of 8.0 should look like this:



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• Now we will enter the Math test.  Click “Save, Add Another”.



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE 
Test Scores in IWDS

• First, select “Category” = “Adult Basic Education – ABE”
• Then select “Functional Area” = “Math” from the drop down menu



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• Select TABE 11/12 for “Test”.
• For this example, we will select “Advanced” for “Test Level”.



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• Please take out the copy of the TABE 11/12 score tables that was included with your 
handouts for this presentation again.

• Please look up Advanced level for TABE 11/12 Math test.
• If the scale score is 800, what is the GLE?



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• If the scale score is 800, what is the GLE?
• The GLE is 12.9.



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE 
Test Scores in IWDS

• So, an Advanced Level TABE 11/12 Math test with a scale score of 800 
and GLE of 12.9 should look like this:



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• So, an Advanced Level TABE 11/12 Math test with a scale score of 800 and GLE of 12.9 
should look like this:



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• Now click “Save and Return” to return to the Tests screen.



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE 
Test Scores in IWDS

• Now we have entered both a Medium level Reading and an Advanced 
level Math test for TABE 11/12 for this client



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

• To enter the post assessment tests, you would follow the exact same instructions. 



TABE 11/12 – Entering TABE Test 
Scores in IWDS

Any Questions?
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