
How U.S. law impacted the experience of 
Jewish refugees – 1920s to 1980s

A story of the influence of Anti-Semitism and White Supremacy and 
the tragic consequences



As Jewish refugees try to escape the Nazis 
in the 1930s, U.S. law sets up two obstacles

 II. National Origins Act 1922 & 
1924

 Congress influenced by eugenics 
theories of racial superiority and anti-
Semitism – 1907 Dillingham Commission

 “Make America White Again” –
percentages set to replicate pre-1880s 
demographic – more Northern 
European, fewer Eastern & Southern 
European

 I. “Likely to become a 
public charge” 

 Part of U.S. immigration 
law since 1908

 Unreviewable discretion 
vested in consular and 
border officials



Congress rejects any exceptions to the 
1920s Quotas

Defeat of 1939 legislation to bring 
in Jewish children from Germany

The “Alaska solution,” 
humanitarianism’s 
accommodation to anti-Semitism 
fails anyway

The Latin America option:

Jewish communities grow in Argentina, 
Uruguay, Colombia, etc. 

The wandering voyage of the SS 
St, Louis



The war is over, horrors of the Holocaust 
revealed.

The Displaced Persons Act of 1948

“It is with very great reluctance that I have signed the Displaced 
Persons Act of 1948… The bill discriminates in callous fashion against 

displaced persons of the Jewish faith.  This brutal fact cannot be 
obcured by the maze of technicalities in the bill or by the protestations 

of some of its sponsors.”  President Harry S. Truman

(Anti-semitic provisions in the 1948 bill are remedied by a Democratic 
Congress in 1950.) 



1965 – National Origins Act quotas and Asian exclusion ended

1970s – admission of Jews from the Soviet Union
(Parole policy & Jackson-Vanik amendment Trade Act, 1974)

1980 – Refugee Act establishes a system of annual admissions 
of refugees from abroad – quotas set by Presidential order



The Wellisch and Auerbach Families:

Two Stories From Vienna









































Journeys of 
Ursula Hefter Winter

and 
Joseph Abraham Winter





Photo, date unknown, used in 2-page spread in 
“Hattingen”newspaper November 9, 2012

Article headings included:
Wie Ursula Winter die Pogromnacht erlebte
Judisches Leben in der Stadt
Deportiert und ermordet

written by Svenja Hanusch







Telegrams:

Assume all three telegrams are from Adolf 
Hellmann, uncle of Josef Winter

Assume all three telegrams are sent to Josef 
Winter at EBERHARDSTR 1, STUTTGART
No. 0638 stamped 01.Jan.1940

= WILL CONSULT ROSENFELDER 
UNCLE SEES COMMITTEE   + +

No. 0215 marked 1/12 (1940)

VERSUCHE ALLES AUSSICHTEN 
EINGERMASSEN = HELLMANN +

[TRY TO SET EVERYTHING UP]  

No. 0649 marked 1/18 (1940)

= WIR BEDEUTET PASSAGE BEITRAG 
DEUTLICH +

[WE BELIEVE TRIP PAYMENT CLEAR] 



S.S. Exeter Ship’s Manifest 
of Alien Passengers for 
the United States



Excerpt from letter to JAW from his sister 
Hilde dated December 1, 1940



Page 4 of last letter from Sali Winter to 
her son “Isui” dated January 1, 1941



Joseph A. Winter Certificate of Naturalization
Issued November 24th, 1942 while residing at 
Camp Gordon, Augusta, Ga.



Photo Sali Winter, 1938
Red Cross Listing
Sali Winter – Born October 5, 1890

b.      - deported to Auschwitz June 17, 1943

Grandmother of Ruth Winter Bloom
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