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1.

Project WARLUX - Soldiers and their communities in WWII: The impact and legacy of war 
experiences in Luxembourg

● During Nazi occupation in Luxembourg, women and men (born 1920-1927) were concsripted to 
serve in Reichsarbeitsdienst and Wehrmacht 

● aim: collecting their biographies and individual life paths throughout the war and the post-war period
● Focus not only on the individuals, but also on their families and communities 
● Choosing a biographical approach and an actor-centred perspective on the individuals in their 

communities and their active decision-making and experiences during WWII

funded by FNR 
(March 
2020-February 
2023)
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Occupation of Luxembourg and “de-facto” Annexation - 10 May 1940 
followed by establishment of civil administration under “CdZ” (Chef der 

Zivilverwaltung)

https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/projects/virtual-exhibition-lu
xembourg-during-second-world-war-wwiilux
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Draft of Luxembourgers and 
their Wehrmacht Service 

Military Service: 30 Aug 1942
Men born 1920-1927

Drafted: 10 211*

Deserted/Draft evaders : 3 510* 

(to easy to distinguish between 
Desertion and “réfractaire”)

*Numbers vary depending on sources
here:  Dostert, Paul. “Luxemburg zwischen 
Selbstbehauptung und nationaler 
Selbstaufgabe : d. deutsche Besatzungspolitik 
u. d. Volksdeutsche Bewegung 1940-1945.” 
Imprimerie Saint-Paul, 1985, p. 177/178.

Sie werden auf "Herz und Nieren" geprüft. In: Escher Tageblatt, 1941. 
Jg., nº 167 (19.07.1941), p. 3. 
[Digitised by the National Library of Luxembourg, 
https://persist.lu/ark:70795/8p7s6p/pages/3/articles/DTL80]
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 Desertions among Luxembourgers 

Wehrmacht Definitions 

“Fahnenflucht” - Desertion
→ with the intention of permanently evading the obligation to serve in the Wehrmacht or of obtaining 

the termination of the service relationship, leaves his troop or office or stays away from them (§§ 69 
and 70)

“Unerlaubte Entfernung” 
→ Anyone who intentionally or negligently stayed away from his troop or office for more than three 

days, or in the field for more than one day (§ 64 MStGB)

Militärstrafgesetzbuch (MStGB)
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Rising of Desertion Feld-, Kriegs- and Ersatzheer for all Wehrmacht 
soldiers 1943 

BArch RH 14/55
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 Desertions among Luxembourgers - Reported Cases (incomplete)

 

BArch RW 60/91
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Luxembourgish Court Cases
Court of Infantry Division Nr.  172 (Trier) 

- increase of numbers of Luxembourgish cases
- complaint about lack of staff and space for prisoners 
- every day about 25 new cases - Number of “runners” (Flüchtende) rising 

BArch RW 60/91
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Demands by Civil Administration

 February 1943
- Numbers rising 
- “special” treatment required by an own 

court 
- “no deserter …. from .. Luxembourg 

may survive the war”
-

Reply Court Infantry Division 172 
- “The court is reluctant to give special 

treatment to Luxembourgers” and 
rejects totally the “special penal 
provisions"

In: Escher Tageblatt, 1945. Jg., nº 64 (19.03.1945), p. 1. 
[Digitised by the National Library of Luxembourg, 
https://persist.lu/ark:70795/3nv43f/pages/1/articles/DTL126]

Gustav Simon, Gauleiter and 
“Chief of civil administration” 
(CdZ)

*BArch NS 19/2179, 
**BArch RW 60/4241
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Desertion among Volksdeutsche soldiers - Reported Cases of Military 
Court Trials for Desertions - Alsatians, Lorrainers and Luxembourgers 
- 1943 

BArch NS 19/2179
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Desertions among Luxembourgers

Responses/demands  by civil 
administration 
● “harsher treatment” and further 

consequences for individuals and their 
families 

Responses by the Wehrmacht Justice 
system

● “uniform” treatment for all deserters
● applied still a unconditional application 

of the law based on Nazi ideology 

“Long” Arm of Military Justice = 
Involvement of persecution of the 
individual (Wanted list) and his family 



  
WARLUX - Soldiers and their communities in 
Luxembourg 

Consequences for the relatives of deserters

- Local investigation by the Schutzpolizei
- Interrogation of relatives
- House search

- Continuous collaboration and communication between the concerned 
services

- 10 July 1943: Verordnung über Maßnahmen gegen Wehrpflichtentziehung

“The head of the civil administration can impose property confiscation or other appropriate 
measures against relatives of deserters or persons who evade military service or compulsory labor 
service, as well as against relatives of other disturbers of peace.” (VOBl., 1943, p.152)
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“Every deserter resettles his relatives”
Escher Tageblatt, 16.07.1943, 4.
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Consequences for the relatives of deserters

- Local investigation by the Schutzpolizei
- Interrogation of relatives
- House search

- Continuous collaboration and communication between the concerned 
services

- 10 July 1943: Verordnung über Maßnahmen gegen Wehrpflichtentziehung

“The head of the civil administration can impose property confiscation or other appropriate 
measures against relatives of deserters or persons who evade military service or compulsory labor 
service, as well as against relatives of other disturbers of peace.” (VOBl., 1943, p.152)

- Inspired by “Sippenhaft” / family liability
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Umsiedlung
- Umsiedlung of “Volksdeutscher”:

- Part of larger transplantation politics in Europe
- Reich Commissioner for the Consolidation of German Nationhood (RKFdV) & 

Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle (VoMi)

- In Luxembourg:
- «[...] it is a politically necessary and expedient measure to ensure the security of the ethnic 

community at the border.» (Luxemburger Wort, 09.09.1942)

- Confiscation of assets by the Deutsche Umsiedlungs- und Treuhandgesellschaft 
(DUT)

- 1942-1944: > 4.000 Luxembourgers resettled
- Capable of being re-Germanized
- Umsiedlungslager in Silesia, Sudetenland and the Hunsrück
- Politically “unreliable” individuals & relatives of Luxembourgish deserters
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Kartheiser, Gilles. Die Umsiedlung Luxemburger Familien 1942-1945: von der numerischen und 
namentlichen Erfassung bis zur Beschreibung des Lagerlebens anhand von Zeitzeugenberichten. 
Saarbrücken: AV Akademikerverlag, 2013, 94
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WARLUX project - Preliminary data 
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- No pre-identifiable group / no clear selection criteria

- “Umsiedlungscommissions”
- Responsible to single out and investigate the people that were to be 

resettled and dispossessed
- Role of district leader + local group leader
- Arbitrariness, abuse, personal vindictiveness or gain
→ many uncertainties remain

- No direct involvement of the military justice 
system

- Not systematically applied procedure

Archive FEDEF
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Barch_Pers_128829
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Case-Study: Schifflingen (preliminary data):

*connected to 21 individual deserters

- 28% of the desertions led to relocation

- Relation:

- Further research ongoing (implication, property, connections, other activities,...)

Total recruits 1920-1927 252

Linked to draft evasion/desertion 75

Total families relocated 38

relocated families linked to deserter* 28
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Case-Study: Roger/Rüdiger Gaasch (°03.09.1922)
- November 1943: Desertion

- February 1944: Start investigation at home + of military court
→ Parents considered as not cooperative

- Early June 1944: Father, mother and sister resettled to Nohfelden
“It can be assumed that the desertion was known to the parents beforehand. The parents 
can therefore no longer stay in the border region of Luxembourg.” (Barch_R_49_92)

- Mid-August 1944: Last update military court file: 
no verdict known

Family relocated in the middle of the investigation
→ 4 months after start investigation
→ 7 months after desertion

BARch_R_49_3751
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Conclusion 

➢ Unconditional loyalty Wehrmacht justice system towards the 
NS-regime

➢ Repressive measures -> Measure of fear
Post-war : Fear of Umsiedlung as justification of soldiers for not deserting

“Long arm” of the military justice + collaboration of military and civil 
administration



  
Stay connected with us! 

Blog: “Digital War History” and WARLUX
https://digiwarhist.hypotheses.org

@C2DH_LU
@warlux_c2dh

https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/projects/wa
rlux

https://digiwarhist.hypotheses.org
https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/projects/warlux
https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/projects/warlux

