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He wasn’t the kind of person to lead a movement

until he had to be.
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Stückbeschreibung

Since he arrived in Germany, Laurence has tried to do everything by the rules. He ap-
plied for asylum, waited patiently for his papers and found the kind of job no national 
would ever care to do. He is friendly to his neighbors, even the ones who tease his child-
ren in school, and cooperates with the police when they ask for his help.

He’s found the formula for survival, or so he thinks, until one day his friend Rahim mys-
teriously disappears. When the body turns up charred beyond recognition, Laurence 
is thrust to the fore of a civil rights movement and is forced to take a closer look at the 
town he was so ready to call home.

The Most Unsatisfied Town is based on the true story of Oury Jalloh, who was killed in 
Dessau police custody on January 7, 2005, and the activists of the Initiative in Remem-
brance of Oury Jalloh, who spurred an international movement to bring his killers to ju-
stice. This play is a fictional story about racism, police violence and life in German cities.





Vorwort der Herausgeberin
When I first approached Amy Evans to ask if she would be willing to be part of the Witnessed Series, I had The 
Most Unsatisfied Town in mind. I had been fortunate to hear this play being  read by a cast of talented actors a 
few years earlier. This brilliant and beautiful script shines a light on the realities of Black life in Germany – of 
West African refugees and Afro-German youth; of prejudice and violence; of resistance and triumph. 

Amy Evans adeptly captures the mood of a close-knit community shocked by the murder of one of their own, 
and the shockwaves this event sends to the wider German society. We are introduced to Laurence, a former 
refugee from Guinea now married with children and running his own business. In a small number of scenes, 
most of which take place in his internet shop, we meet Laurence’s white German wife Manuela, his non-citi-
zen friends Julius, Yusef and Rahim, the white German police officer Brunmeier, the widow
Eva and her Afro-German son, Ronny. 

Throughout their interactions, we learn of life in a former East German city from a myriad of perspectives 
– stories of privilege and marginalisation are made tangible. The tensions simmering below the surface are 
brought to the fore by the sudden, violent death of Rahim while in police custody. This incident catapults 
Laurence out of his “optimistic” view of his new home town and forces him unwittingly to the front of a civil 
rights movement – he did not want to be a hero. He just wanted to know what happened to “our brother”. If 
only this were a work of fiction. 

The real life Rahim – Oury Jalloh – died in mysterious circumstances on January 7th, 2005. Almost ten years 
later, we still do not know exactly how he died or who was responsible for his death. The community continu-
es to fight for justice to be served – resistance comes in many forms. I am deeply grateful to Amy for allowing 
me to present her work to you. 

The Most Unsatisfied Town is a stunning combination of art and activism. The Witnessed Series would be 
incomplete without it.

Sharon Otoo
Series Editor, Witnessed



Vorwort der Autorin
In the early hours of January 7th, 2005, Oury Jalloh, a man seeking asylum from Sierra Leone, was apprehended 
by German police authorities after allegedly harassing a group of female street cleaners in the small East Ger-
man town of Dessau. He underwent a patdown search and a blood test and was then shackled by his hands and 
feet to the floor of a cell furnished with nothing other than a fireproof mattress. Several hours later a fire broke 
out in the holding facility. Police authorities neglected to respond to fire alarms in a timely manner, and Oury 
Jalloh was left to burn to death in his cell. 

In addition to gruesome burn injuries, an independent autopsy of Jalloh's remains revealed a broken nose, ap-
parently overlooked by the Dessau coroner's examination. Three years later, two of the police officers on duty at 
the time of the incident were prosecuted on charges of wrongful death. The defense argued that Oury Jalloh had 
intentionally set himself alight with a cigarette lighter concealed in his clothing. After a trial lasting over fifty 
days, the police officers were acquitted of any wrongdoing. 

The Initiative in Remembrance of Oury Jalloh, an organization founded by friends and family of the victim, ap-
pealed the verdict, insisting that the trial in Dessau had been mishandled. Five years to the day of Oury Jalloh's 
death, the Federal Court of Justice in Karlsruhe overturned the verdict and re-opened the case against the police. 
This unprecedented decision brought urgent attention to the contentious triangle of asylum policy, racism and 
police brutality in Germany and in the European Union as a whole. 

The Most Unsatisfied Town was written to raise audience awareness of the insidious ways in which asylum policy 
leaves individuals vulnerable to gross human rights violations. Development of the play began at the ICI Berlin 
Institute of Cultural Inquiry in September 2009 and involved direct contact with activists working on the case, 
including Carl von Ossietzky award recipient Mouctar Bah, filmmaker Maman Salissou Oumarou (Oury Jalloh, 
dir. Simon Jaikiriuma Paetau) and Yonas Endrias, Vice President of the Internationale Liga für Menschenrechte. 
A rough draft of the script was presented to the public in December 2009 at an open workshop hosted by the ICI 
Berlin, where audience members were encouraged to share their feedback on the work-in-progress. A revised 
draft of the play incorporating that feedback was presented to the public as a staged reading in April 2010. In Oc-
tober 2013, a new draft of the script was read at the Finborough Theatre as part of their annual Vibrant Festival 
of new writing. the Premiere took place in Berlin at the English Theatre in April 2016.

The playwright acknowledges the members of the Initiative in Remembrance of Oury Jalloh, particularly foun-
der Mouctar Bah, and the ICI Berlin, whose support made the development of this play possible.

Amy Evans 
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Kontaktinformationen & Links

Booking über das English Theatre Berlin 

Daniel Brunet 
Mobil: +49 160 927 18 178 
brunet@etberlin.de

Online finden Sie weitere Informationen über das Stück hier und die Initiative remembrance Ouri Jalloh, die maß-
geblich am Erfolg dieser Inszenierung beteiligt war. 

www.etberlin.de/production/the-most-unsatisfied-town






