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P R E FA C E .

I
N prepa ring this sketch, the author has freely

made use Of such material as he considered

valuable for his purpose from the works Of Torfaeus,
C . C . Rafn

,
J . T . Smith

,
N . L . Beamish

,
Gr. Gra

vier
,
B . F . De Costa

,
A . Davis

,
Washington Irving

,

R. M . Ballantyne
,
P . A . Munch

,
R . Keyser

,
and

others
,
and he is under special Obligations to Dr.

S . H . Carpenter
,
Of the University Of W isconsin

,
for

valuable suggestions .

This sketch does not claim to be without faults .

The style may seem dull and heavy, but it is hoped

that the reader will be generous in criticising a n

author who now makes his first appearance before

the Ameri ca n public . The Object of this Sketch

has been to present a readable and truthful narrative

Of the Norse discovery Of America, to create some

interest in the people
,
the literature

,
and the early

institutions Of Norway
,
and especially in Iceland

,

that lonely and weird island
,
the ULTIMA THULE
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Of the Greek Philosophers ; and Of the good or il l

performance Of the task
,
a generous public must be

the judge

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN,
June 18 , 1874.
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PREFACE TOTHE NEW EDITION.

INCE the first edition Of this little book was

published
,
the discovery Of America has received

much attention . The claims Of the Norsemen
,
the

Iri sh
,
the W elsh

,
a nd even Of the Chinese

,
have all

been warmly advocated .

In presenting this new edition Of “ America not

discovered by Columbus,
” we desire to call the read

er’s attention to some of the literature that has ap

pea red since the publication Of our volume . W e pass

over in silence all the newspaper and magazine arti

cles and reviews
,
confining ourselves to what has been

put in book form .

1. Immediately after the publication of our book
,

in 1874, appeared a very remarkable work, by Aaron

Goodrich
,
entitled

,

“ A History Of the Character and

Achievements Of the SO-called Christopher Columbus
,

with numerous Illustrations and an Appendix ”(New

York
,
D . Appleton Goodrich pronounces

Columbus a fraud
,
and den ounces him as mean

,
selfish

,

perfidious and cruel . He has evidently made a very

careful study Of the life Of Columbus
,
and we have

looked in vain for a satisfactory refutation Of his state
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ments . In Mr. Goodrich ’s book will be found a brief

but tolerably accurate sketch Of the Norse discovery

Of this continent .

2 . In 1875 appeared the following bOOkS

(a )
“ The Island Of Fire,

”by P . C . Headley . Its

ninth chapter treats Of the discovery Of America by

the Norsemen .

(6) “ Young Folks’ History Of the United States
,

by Thomas Wentworth Higginson . Its fourth chap

ter treats Of the Norse discovery .

(0)
“ A Grammar School History of the Un ited

States
,

”by John J . Anderson (New York) . The first

section gives a synopsis Of the Norse discovery .

(d ) Lectures del ivered in America
,

” by Charles

Kingsley . The third lecture is upon the first discov

ery Of America .

(6)
“ Fusang, or the D iscovery Of America by

Chinese Buddhist Priests
,
in the Fifth Century

,

”by

Charles G . Leland . This work recognizes
,
on page

32
,
the claims Of the Norsemen

,
but presents an Older

claim by the Chinese, Showing that a Buddhist monk

or missionary
,
named Hoei-Shin

,
returned in the year

499 A .D . . from a long journey to the East . The

country that Hoei-Shin visited is claimed to be Old

and New Mexico
,
and was called by him Fusang.

The monk had found in this new and strange country
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an abundance of the maguey plant
, or great cactus,

which he ca lled fusang, after a Chinese plant Slightly
resembling it

,
a nd this name (Fusang) he applied to

the country itself. Leland’s book is well worth

reading.

(f) In July , 1875, was held In Nan cy
,
France

,

the first meeting of the Congres International des

Amé ricanistes, a society which has been organized for

the sole purpose of thoroughl y investigating the pre

Columbian history of the American continent . The

comp te rendu of this session has been publ ished in

two large octavo volumes, by Maisonneuve et Cie .

,

Paris . In the first volume will be found many va lua

ble papers on the discovery of America by the Pheni

cian s
,
Chinese

,
Irish

,
Norsemen , Welsh ; and on the

relation of these discoveries to the transatlantic voy

ages by Columbus . The second meeting Of this society

will be held
,
September, 1877, in Luxembourg, a nd

there can be no doubt that it will in course of time

produce a unique library Of papers and discussions on

pre
-Columbian America . We are glad to notice that

the sava n s who assembled in Nancy in 1875 fully

recognized the claims of the Norsemen .

*

!"To this list might be a dded Ba ya rd Ta ylor’s “ Egypt a nd Ice la nd ;
Ca ton ’

s
“ Summer in Norway ; ” Griffin ’

s
“ My Dan ish Da ys ;” a nd John

S . C . Abbott’ s “ Christopher Columbus ,” in a l l of which the Norse cla ims

a re vindica ted. The la s t i s in pa rt a reply to th e a bove -mentioned work Of
Aa ron Goodrich .
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3. In 1876appeared

(a )
“ An American in Iceland

,

”by Samuel Knee

land . Its fourteenth chapter is devoted to a presenta

tion and discussion of the Norse discovery OfAmerica .

(6) America discovered by the Welsh,
”by Benja

min F. Bowen (Lippincott, publisher) . The voyages

of the Norsemen , in the tenth and eleventh centuries,
are set down

,
on page 23, as being too well authen ti

ca ted to admit of any doubt, and the book gives an

interesting and elaborate discussion of the Welsh dis

covery Of America, in the year 1170, by Prince Madoc

and his followers
,
in order

,
as the author says

,

“ to

assign them their rightful place in American history .

”

And
,
indeed

,
these various pre-Columbian discoverers

are gradually receiving recognition in American his

tory ! It used to be the custom to pass over these

early visitors to our continent in utter Silence or with

a contemptuous fling at them
,
as though they were

mere myths
,
created only for the purpose of tickling

the vanity Of the different nationalities .

It gives us great pleasure to be able to state that

none of the recent histories of the United States have

neglected to call attention to the pre—Columbian dis

coverers . Mr. John Clark Ridpath writes the title

page of his work as follows ° “ A History Of the

United States of America
,
from the aboriginal times
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to the present day ; embracing an account Of the Ah

origines ; the Norsemen in the New World ; the dis

coveries by the Spaniards, English, a nd French, etc.

etc . a nd part II Of the work begins with a detailed

account Of the Norse discoveries .

In W illiam Cullen Bryant’s large history of the

United States, now being published, we find the fol

lowing very interesting title-page : “A Popular History

of the United States
,
from the first discovery Of the

Western Hemisphere by the Northmen to the end of

the First Century Of the Union of the States ; a nd a

large portion Of the first volume Of that great work is

devoted to an elaborate account Of the discovery of

the American continent by the Norsemen
,
Irish

,

Welsh
,
etc . This is right

,
and therefore we approve

it and are glad Of it . “ Truth crushed to earth

will rise again
,

” and in the growing recognition of

the claims of the Norsemen to the honor Of having

discovered America in the tenth century is a beautiful

illustration Of the tru th contained in this sentence .

While the various writers here alluded to freely

adm it the fact that the Norsemen
,
as well as others,

discovered and explored parts of America long before

Columbus
,
they are unwilling to bel ieve that there is

any historical connection between the discovery of the

Norsemen and that Of Columbus ; or, in other words,
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that Columbus profited in any way by the Norsemen
’
s

knowledge Of America .

This is all the more singular
,
since none of them

even try to deny the statement made b y Fernando

Columbo,* h is son , that he (Christopher Columbus)
not Only spent some time in Iceland , in 1477, but

sailed three hundred miles beyond , which must have

brought him nearlywithin Sight of Greenland . We

are informed that he was an earnest student and the

best geographer and map-maker Of his day . He

was a dil igent reader Of Aristotle
,
Seneca and Strabo .

Why not also of Adam Of Bremen
,
who in his vol

ume
,
published in the year 1076, gave an accurate

and well authentica ted account of Vinland (New

England) 2

Is it not fair to say that Col umbus must have read

Adam Of Bremen ’s book
,
and that he in 1477 went to

explore and reconnoitre the Old northern route by way

Of Iceland
,
Greenland

,
Markland and He l lul a nd to

Vinland ? We must insist that it is
,
to say the least

,

highly probabl e that he had in some way obtained

knowledge of the discoveries of the Norsemen in the

western ocean
,
and that he thought their Vinland to

Th e sta temen t i s found in Chapter iv of the biography, which the son

of Christopher Co lumbus , Fern a ndo , wrote of h is fa ther, a nd which wa s
publ ished in Ven ice in 1571. Its title is , “ Vita de l l ’ a dmiragl io Chrisophoro
Columbo.

”
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be the eastern shores Of Asia . But no matter what

induced him to go to Iceland .

* We know positively

that he went there a nd even three hundred miles

beyond it . The last Norse voyage to America Of

which we have any account was in the year 1347, and

is it possible
,
we ask, that Columbus could visit Ice

land only 130 years later and learn nothing Of the

famous Vinland the Good ?

We firmly believe in evolution so far as the dis

covery OfAmeri ca IS concerned . We believe that the

voyages of the Phenicians and Of the Greek Py theas

were the germ that budded in the explorations Of Irish

Welshmen and Norsemen
,
and culminated in the dis

cova ry of America by Columbus . Columbus added

the last link Of the golden chain that was to unite the

two continents . We believe that Columbus was a

scholar
,
who industriously studied al l books and manu

scripts that contained any information about voyages

and discoveries ; that his searching mind sought out the

writings ofAdam of Bremen , that well-known historian

who in the most unmistakable and emphatic language

speaks Of the Norse discovery of Vinland ; that the

* The famous geographer Ma lte -Brun suggests , in his H istoire de l a

Géographie , 11, pp . 395, 499, tha t Columbus , when in Ita ly, had hea rd of

the Norse discoveries beyon d Ice la nd , for Rome wa s then th e world ’s cen ter,
a nd a l l in forma tion of importa n ce wa s sen t there ; a nd we know tha t Pope
Pa scha l II appoin ted Erik Upa i Bishop of Vin la nd in the year 1112, a nd
tha t Erik Upsi wen t persona lly to Vin la nd in 1121.
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information thus gathered induced him to make his

voyage to Iceland . And thus we are able to explain

the firm conviction that Columbus invariably ex

pressed in reference to land in the west ; thus we can

account for the absolute certainty and Singular firm

ness with which he talked of land across the ocean ;
and thus we can account for his accurate knowledge of

the breadth of the ocean .

Many have objected that Columbus never enter

ta ined an idea Of discovering a n ew wor ld
,
but that he

was in search of a western route to India . What Of it ?

Why could not Columbus have supposed that the

Vinl and
,
which the Norsemen had found

,
and which

Adam Of Bremen wrote about, was the very India to

which he wanted to find a western route ? Grant that

all he wanted to know was, whether land could be

found by sailing westward , — if he ever had such an

Opinion he must certainly have gotten it confirmed in

Iceland . The Norsemen had not discovered the Pa

cific Ocean, and Columbus might well have believed

that the Norsemen had discovered India.

If Columbus had learned of Vin land when he was

in Iceland
,
why did he not sail farther n orth instead

of going so far to the south that he reached the West

India Islands instead OfNew England ? This question

has frequently been urged
,
and we reply, that the
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Icelanders must have told him
,
as they state in

their Sagas
,
that fa r to the south Of Vinland was

Irland-it-M ikl a
,
or Great Ireland ; that this Great Ire

land extended certainly as far south as the present

Florida
,
and hence his shortest and most pleasant

route would be to sail about due-west from Spain .

Granting that America had not yet been found
,
any

South European navigator
,
who had examined the Old

Norse Sagas
,
and wanted to re discover the lands there

in described
,
would feel sure of reach ing Irland-it-M ikl a

by taking about the same course as did Columbus .

In presenting these arguments
,
we repeat a state

ment that we have made e l sewhere
,

'

tha t we are n ot

detracting in any way from the great and well-de

served fame Of Columbus . We are rather v indica t

ing him as a man of thorough scholarship, great

research
,
good judgment

,
in Short a man of extra or

dina ry ability, by showing that his discovery Of

America was the fruit of patient and persevering

study Of al l the geograph ical information within h is

reach
,
and not a matter of chance

,
baseless Specula

tion
, or as some would l ike to have it, inspiration .

We believe he examined carefully the traditions

found in Plato Of an isl and Atlantis
,
that ha d been

swallowed up by the waves ; we bel ieve he read

what D ioduros says about Phenician merchants who
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were driven by storms out of their course and found

a fertile land to the west of Africa ; we believe he

had read Adam of Bremen, and that he could not

rest satisfied
,
before he had undertaken that perilous

voyage to Iceland and heard from the very l ips Of

the Norsemen themselves, the sagas relating to V in

l and and Great Ireland .

We neglected to mention in our first edition

the two remarkable Visitors to America,— Are Mar

son and Bjorn
,
the Champion Of Bre ida vik ; and we

gave Gudle if Gudl augson but a passing notice, for the

reason that their voyages are in no really h istorical

connection with the voyages of Leif and Thorvald

Erikson and Thorfinn K a rl sefne . The LandnamabOk

and Eyrbyggja Sagas give elaborate accounts of these

adventurers
,
the substance of which is as follows

The powerful Chieftain
,
Are Marson

,
of Reykja n es,

in Iceland
,
was

,
in the year 983

,
driven to Great

Ireland (the country around the Chesapeake Bay) by

storms
,
and was there baptized . The first author of

this accoun t was his contemporary
,
Rafn

,
surnamed

the Limerick-trader
,
he having long resided in Lim

erick , in Ireland . The illustrious Icelandic sage, Are

Frode
,
the first compiler of La ndnama

,
who was him

self a descendant in the fourth degree from Are Mar

son
,
states ou this subject that his uncle, Thorkel
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Of the Baltic
,
under Pa lna toke, and took part with

them in the battle of Fyrisva l , in Sweden . His illicit

amatory conn ection with Thurid of Froda (River Frod)
in Iceland

,
a Sister of the powerful Snorre Gode

,
drew

upon him the enmity and persecution Of the latter
,
in

consequence Of which he found himself obliged to quit

the country for ever
,
and in the year 999 he set sa il

from Iceland with a northeast wind .

Gudle if Gudl a ugson , brother of Thorfinn , the a n

cestor of the celebrated historian , Snorre Sturl eson ,
had, as related in Chapter I of this volume, made a

trading voyage to Dublin
,
in Ireland ; but when he

left that place again
,
with the intention Of sailing

round Ireland a nd returning to Iceland
,
he met with

long-continuing n ortheasterly winds
,
which drove him

far to the southwest in the ocean
,
and l ate in the

summer he and his company came at last to an ex

tensive country
,
but they knew not what country i t

was . On their landing
,
a crowd of the natives

,
several

hundreds in number
,
came against them

,
and laid

hands on them,
and bound them . They did not know

anybody in the crowd
,
but it seemed to them that

their language resembled Irish . The natives n ow took

counsel whether they Shoul d kill the strangers or make

Slaves of them . While they were del iberating
,
a large

company approached
,
displaying a banner

,
close to
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J

which rode a man Of distinguished appearance
,
who

wa s far advanced in years
,
and had gray hair. The

matter under del iberation was referred to his decision .

He was the above-named Bjorn Asbrandson . He

caused Gudl eif to be brought before him
,
a nd

,
address

ing him in the Norse language
,
he asked him whence

he came . On his replying that he was an Icelander
,

Bjorn made many inquiries about his acquaintance in

Iceland
,
particularly about his bel oved Thurid of Frod

River
,
and her son Kja rta n , supposed to be his own

son
,
and who at that time was the proprietor of the

estate of Frod River. In the meantime
,
the natives

becoming impatient and demanding a decision
,
Bjorn

selected twelve of his company as counselors
,
and took

them aside w ith him
,
and some time afterward he

went toward Gudl eif a nd his companions and told

them that the natives had left the matter to his de

cision . He thereupon gave them theirl iberty
,
a nd

advised them
,
although the summer was already far

advanced , to depart immediately, because the natives

were not to b e depended on , a nd were difficult to deal

with
,
and

,
moreover

,
conce ived that an infringement

on their laws had been committed to their disadva n

tage . He gave them a gold ring for Thurid a nd a

sword for Kja rtan , and told them to charge his friends

and relations not to come over to him,
as he had n ow
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become Old
,
and might daily expect that Old age would

get the better of him ; that the country was large,
having but few harbors

,
and that strangers must every

where expect a hostile reception . Gudle if and his

company accordingly set sail again , and found their

way back to Dublin
,
where they spent the winter ; but

the next summer they repaired to Iceland
,
and de

livered the presents, and everybody was convinced

that it was really Bjorn A sbra ndson
,
the Champion Of

Bre idavik
,
that they had met w ith in that far-Off

country .

An American poet
,
G(eorge) E. O(tis), published

in 1874, in Boston , a very pleasant poem based on the

saga narrative of Bjorn A sbrandson . The name Of the

poem is Thurid.

” The above narrative
,
taken from

is merely a brief abstractAn tiquita tes America nae
,

’

of the sagas which, in the case of Bjorn , as the reader

may easily imagine, is brimful of dramatic and poetic

interest . The La ndnamabOk and the Eyrbyggja Saga

are Of vital importance to every on e who would make

a study of the d iscovery of America by t he Irish
,
but

as we expect at some future day to be able to give

to the publ ic a complete translation of al l the Ol d

Norse sagas treating of voyages to the western con

tinent
,
we must pass on to another subject .

Anent the D ighton Rock, we have had some corre
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Spondence with Elisha Slade, Esq.

,
of Somerset

,
Bristol

county
,
Massachusetts . Before giving his letters we

will say
,
in general , that until sufficient proof Of

some other origin of the Newport Tower a nd the

D ighton Rock inscriptions are given
,
we shall persist

in claiming them as relics Of the Norsemen .

* Now

please read the following letters

SOMER SET, BRISTOL COUNTY , MASSACHUSETTS ,
December 17, 1875 .

DEAR SIR
,
—I take pleasure in forwarding to your

address a stereOSCOpic View of the celebrated Dighton
Rock

,
situated in Taunton River

,
at low water mark

,

three miles north of Somerset
,
on the eastern bank

Of the river . AS you well know,
the rock has been

the subject of much learned discussion at various
times since the landing of the Pilgrims .
Geologically

,
D ighton Rock is a Sil icious sand

stone Of the upper Silurian period
,
and

,
I think

,

belongs to the Helderberg group
,
stratified as you

see in the picture
,
the stra tifica tions at right angles

to the face and parallel to the surface ; wa s probably
deposited in still water ; is a boulder and not in si tu .

I have carefully measured the rock
,
a nd the fol

lowing is the resul t Of my work
The face of the rock

,
on which are the inscriptions

We a re fully awa re tha t the Copenhagen runologists do not rega rd th e
Dighton Rock In scription a s a work of the Norsemen . But in the first pla ce
the writing i s not cla imed to b e mmic , but Roma n . Prof . Ra fn h imself did
not try to Show more than two or three run ic le tters in it . And in th e second
pla ce we a re not awa re tha t e ither S tephen s or Worsa a e ha ve ever ma de a ny

ca reful exami n a tion of the in scription . When they ha ve made a thorough
study of it a nd reported , we are wi l ling to a ccep t their decision on the subj ect .
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has an angle of 47
° to the horizon

,
and the surfa ce

(not seen in the picture) as it slopes toward the shore
is in the mean 25° to the horizon .

The mean height Of the rock on its face above
the ground is meters .
Its mean length on its surface is meters .
Its mean width is meters .
Its contents above ground is cubic meters .
Its weight is kilogrammes .
In viewing the rock

,
you are looking in a south

easterly direction
,
or

,
perhaps

,
more nearly SS E. by

the compass
,
but the magnetic needle here has a

variation Of 11° 03’ west Of north .

The rock is almost covered with water at high
tide

,
and can only be seen to advantage at low tide .

The inscriptions on the rock are from one-eighth
to three-eighths of an inch deep . A t the time it
was photographed I made nearly all of the chalk
marks myself

,
a nd n o cha lking wa s ma de where the

cu tting in the rock wa s n ot p l a in ly visible to the eye,

a nd ma ny ma rkings p a r tly obscure were n ot touched ,

thus giving the rock the ben efit of a l l p ossible doubt.

Gap-trai n A . M . Harrison
,
inw ha rge Of the United

States Coast Survey, engaged in work on Taunton
River

,
was present when the photograph was taken

,

a nd he is engaged upon a history of the Norsemen
’
s

discovery Of America
,
in connection with D ighton

Rock
ybyi gqggst of the United States government .

H is report
,
when completed

,
wil l be a valuable

work . I am
,
my dear Sir

,
v ery respectfully

,

Your obedient servant
,

ELISHA SLADE .
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It has SO frequently been claimed that the in scrip
tions on Dighton Rock are nothing but “ Indian

scrawls
,

” hence we wrote to Mr. Slade
,
asking him

whether they could, in his Opinion , have been made

with stone implements. Here IS his answer

SOMERSET ,
BRISTOL COUNTY , MASSACHUSETTS ,

Ma rch 13
,
1876.

DEAR SIR
,
— You ask my Opinion as to the instru

ments used in cutting the in scriptions on Dighton
Rock . I think they were iron implements

,
a nd

that they were in the hands of a Skilled mechanic
a Norseman worthy Of the name . I do not know
that my opinion on this question is Of any couse

quence , stil l I have seen work undoubtedly performed
by an aboriginal American with flint and stone tools

,

but the characters were not nicely edged
,
a s these

are . I cannot believe they were made by the lazy
Indian Of Schoolcraft .
I have a decided interest in the Norsemen

’
s visi t

to New England
,
for Thorfinn must have been well

acquainted with Somerset
,
my native town . He

must have seen Taunton River as I see it
,
with

Mount Hope and Narragansett bay
,
and seen the

same sun rise over the same hill s and set behind
the same ridge 865 years ago . It is not impossible
that Snorre was born in Somerset.

Ever truly yours
,

ELISHA SLADE .
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In reference to this curious rock we will now

only refer the reader to Chapter XIV Of this book .

From Joseph Story Fay , Esq.

,
of Wood’s Holl

,

Massachusetts
,
we have received the following very

interesting paper on
“ The Track of the Norsemen

,

”

which we recommend to the careful perusal of our

readers . Before presenting it, however, we will re

mark that the name Hope is found in Thorfinn Karl

sefne
’
s Saga, where we read :

“K a rl sefn e sailed with

his people into the mouth of the river (Taunton

River) , and they called the place Hop (Mount

Hope)
” Hope is from the Icelandic ho

'

p a , to recede,
and signifies a bay or the mouth of a river . The

description in the saga corresponds exactly with the

present situation of Mount Hope Bay . Here is Mr.

Fay’s paper. (We publish it by permission of the

author.)

It is now well established that in the tenth cent
ury the Norsemen visited this country

,
and coasting

down from Greenland
,
passed along Cape Cod

,
through

Vineyard Sound to Narragansett Bay, where it is be
l ieved they settled . In the n eighborhood ,of Assonet
and Dighton

,
inscriptions upon the rocks have been

found
,
and traditions exist that there were others

,

which have been destroyed . The n ame Of Mount
HOPE is supposed to have been given to the Indians
by them and it is a littl e curious that those antiquaries
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and entered Vineyard Sound as the Norsemen did
,
in

rounding Monomoy Poin t
,
the southeast extremity Of

the cape
,
he would have seen on his right a high

sandy hill
,
on or near which is the light house

,
over

looking a land-locked anchorage on the inside called
Powder Hole ; a score or more of m iles farther along,
across the sound

,
on his left

,
he would have seen the

hill s now cal led Oak Bluffs and the Highlands
,
a nd

under their lee a deep bay and roadstead long known
as Holmes’ Hole

,
unfortunately changed to Vineyard

Haven ; crossing over to the mainland again , a little
farther west

,
he would have come to the bold but

prettily rounded hill s forming the southwestern ex
tremity of the ca pe

,
and behind them the Sheltered

and picturesque harbor of Wood’s Hole .

Proceeding thence toward Narragansett Bay,

along the south coast of Naushon
,
prom inent h ill s on

the west end Of that island slope down to a roadstead
for small craft

,
and a passage through to Buzzard ’s

Bay, called Robinson
’s Hole ; the next island is

Pasque ; and between its h igh hill s and those of

N a shawen a is a passage called ! uick
’s Hole . Now

these several localities are unlike each other except
that all have h ills in their vicinity

,
serving as distin

guishing landmarks . And why Is not the word hole I

as applied to them a corruption of the Norwegian
word hol ]

,
meaning hill ? The descriptive term hole

is not applicable to any of them
,
but the Word holl is

to the adjacent hil ls
,
while there is little else in com

mon between them . The local ities now called ! uick
’s
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a nd Robinson’s Hole are passages between Elizabeth
Islands ; Wood

’s Hole is a passage a nd a harbor ;
Holmes’ Hole

,
now known as Vineyard Haven

,
is a

deep bay or anchorage ; and Powder Hole was for
merly a capacious roadstead, now nearly filled with
sand .

It may seem to militate with the theory advanced
,

that south of Powder Hole or Monomoy Point is a
locality called on the chart Butler’s Hole

,
which lies

in the course from Handkerchief Shoal to Pollock
Rip, where there is now not only n o hill but no land .

But it is to be considered that almost within the
memory of man there was land in that vicinity

,
which

has been washed away by the same strong and eccen

tric current that has nearly filled up Powder Hole
harbor a nd made it a sand-fla t

,
and which still casts

up on the shore large roots and remains of trees .
W ith this in mind it is. wild to suppose that
Butler’s Hole marks a spot where once was an island
with a prominent hill

,
which the sea kings called a

11011
,
and which has succumbed to the powerful abra

sion of the tides wh ich have moved Pollock Rip many
yards to the eastward

,
and which every year make and

unmake Shoals in the vicinity of Nantucket and Cape
Cod.

It would seem a matter Of course that the Norse
men

,
after their long and perhaps rough voyages

,

when once arrived in the sheltered waters and harbors
Of Vineyard Sound should have become fam iliar with
them

,
and should have lingered there to recruit and
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refit
,
before proceeding westward ; or on their return ,

to have waited there to gather up resources before
venturing out on the Open ocean . Indeed

,
it is re

corded in their sagas that they brought ofi
'

boat loads
of grapes from those pleasant shores . What more
probable than that they cul tivated friendly relations
with the natives

,
a nd in coming to an understanding

with them on subjects in common
,
should have told

them the Norwegian terms for the hill s and headlands
Of their coast

,
and that the Indians

,
in the paucity of

their own language
,
should have adopted the appella

tive holl
,
which they were told signified hill

,
so impor

tant as a landmark to these wandering sea kings !
Why may not the Norsemen have called them so

,

until the natives adopted the same title
,
and handed it

down to the English explorers under Bartholomew
Gosnol d

,
who gave their own patronymics to those

several hol l s, or holes, as now called ? The statement
of “ the Oldest inhabitant” of Wood’s Hole

,
on being

asked where the word hole came from
,
is
,
that he

always understood that it came from the Indians .
There being no harbor on the Shores of Martha’s

Vineyard island west of Holmes’ Hole
,
the voyagers

would naturally fo llow the north Shore of the sound
and become familiar with the El izabeth Islands

,
a nd

be more likely to give names to the localities on that
side than on the other . Between Wood ’s Hole and
Holmes’ Hole the sound is narrowest, and they would
be apt to frequent either harbor as the winds and tide
might make it safe or convenient for them .
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It seems to confirm the views here advanced that
in no other part Of this continent or of the world

,

where the English have settled
,
is to be commonly

found the local name of hole
,
a nd yet here in a dis

tance of Sixty miles
,
the thoroughfare of these bold

navigators
,
there are no less than five such still extant .

How can it be explained except because it is “ the
track of the Norsemen”? It is not natural or proba
ble

,
with their imperfect means of navigation

,
that

they should have passed from Greenland to Na rraga n

sett Bay, leaving distinct traces in each, and yet to
have ignored the whole intervening Space

,
and not to

have lingered awhile on the shores where they found
grapes by the boat load

,
and which must have been as

fair and pleasant in those days as they are now . It is
to be hoped that at least our people wil l not be in
haste to wipe out the local n ames of Vineyard Sound ,
when it is so likely that they are the Oldest on the
continent

,
and give to Massachusetts a priority of

discovery and settlement over her sister States . Only
let us correct the Spelling

,
and give proper Significance

to them by call ing the places now named HOLE by the
appropriate title of HOLL .

Before closing this preface we wish to add a few

facts about the plans of the d istinguished violinist

Ole Bull in reference to a monument in honor of

the Norse discoverers of America.

At the close of a compl imentary reception given

to the distinguished artist in the Music Hall, Boston ,
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Massachusetts, on the 8th of December
,
1876, the

Rev. Edward Everett Hale ro se in his place on the

floor and said * he supposed it was known to every

person present that the distinguished artist had spent

almost the whole Of his active life in knotting those

ties which connected his country with ours . It was

hoped that in some future time there would be

erected a physical memorial to the early discoverers

of whom he had Spoken . It was the w ish Of those

about him [Mr . Hale] , at whose request he spoke,
that Boston should not be behind in any expression

Of gratitude to him [Ol e Bull] for his work, a s

well as in expressing interest in our Norse ancestors .

He was sure he expressed the sentiment
,
n ot only of

the audience
,
but Of al l New England

,
when he

Spoke of the interest with which he regarded his

countrymen
,
whom they regarded as almost theirs .

He remembered,
~ a l though it was nearly forty years

ago
,
when much such an audience as he saw

about him cheered and applauded Edward Everett
,

when the early discoveries had just been made
,
a nd

when in one of the last of his public poems he

expressed the wish that the great discoveries of Thor

vald m ight be commemorated by Thorvald ’s great

descendant
,
the Northern artist Thorwaldsen . The

* From report in Boston da ily “Advertiser.

”
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last words of that poem as they died upon the ear

WOI‘O

Thorva ld sha l l live for aye in Thorwa ldsen .

He [the speaker] thought it was a misfortune for

New England that the great Northern artist died

before he could accomplish this wish . But New

Englanders had never forgotten it
,
and had never

forgotten their Norse ancestors . It was an enter

prise which ought to engage Massachusetts men

the preservation Of a physical memorial of Thorvald ,
Leif and Thorfinn ; and he suggested that the com

mittee which had arranged the meeting should be

come a committee of New England
,
in conjunction

with Mr. Appleton
,
to take this matter in Special

charge . Mr. Hale put a motion to this effect
,
and

it was carried, and the committee constituted .

The committee of the Norsemen Memorial includes

the h ighest civic Officers of Boston and Massachusetts
,

and SO many men renowned throughout the world in

science
,
in l etters

,
and in art

,
that we cannot refrain

from ornamenting our pages with their n ames . They

are
,
Thomas G . Appleton

,
Alexander H . Rice

,
Sam

uel C . Cobb
,
Wm . Gaston

,
O tis Norcross, Frederic

W . Lincoln , Marshall P . Wilder, H . W . Paine , Henry

A . Whitney , Franklin Haven, Geo . C . Richardson ,
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Alpheus Hardy
,
Jos . B . Glover

,
John W . Candler

,

E . H . Sampson
,
James R. Osgood , Oliver D itson

Jas . H . Danforth Curtis Guild
,
W . W . Clapp

,
Jerome

Jones
,
George C . Carpenter

,
Chas . W . Wilder

,
Dexter

Smith , Wm . Emerson Baker
,
James W . Bartlett

,
JOS .

W . Robbins
,
Ole Bull

,
John G . Whittier

,
E . N . Hors

ford , O . W . Holmes
,
J . R . Lowell

,
James T . Fields

,

Chas. W. Eliot
,
G . W. Blagden, Edward E. Hale

,

R . C . Waterston
,
William B . Rogers

,
John D . Run

kle
,
Ezra Farnsworth

,
Charles M . Cl app

,
Joseph Bur

nett
,
John P . Spaulding

,
Henry R . Reed

,
W . A .

Simmons
,
Wm . H . Baldwin

,
Percival L . Everett

,
A .

B . Underwood
,
Thomas Sherwin

,
Benjamin K imball

,

Moses H . Sargent, W . B . Sears
,
J . Watson Taylor

,

Francis L . Hill s
,
secretary .

This committee is
,

First
,
To take measures to erect a monument in

honor of the Norsemen who first discovered the Con

tinen t of America
,
about A .D . 1000 .

Second
,
For the protection of the Dighton Rock

,

n ow in Taunton River .

The committee issued
,
January 12

,
1877, a cir

cul a r, of which the following, relating to the Dighton

Rock
,
is an extract

The origin of the inscriptions cut on this rock
ha ve been, for several centuries, the study of histo
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who first of all Christians planted their feet on

the soil of Massachusetts
,
and buil t the first cabins

(Leif
’
S Booths) in New England .

In sending out this second edition of our book

we may be pardoned for again pleading the cause

of the Norsemen and hoping that the time may

soon come when the names of Leif Erikson
,
Bjarne

Herjulfson , Thorvald Erikson (who, by the way, has

recently been immortalized in Longfellow’s “ Ske l e

ton in Thorfinn K a rl sefne
,
Gudrid

,
Erik

Upsi, Are Marson , Bjorn Asbra ndson (the champion

Of Bre ida vik) and Gudleif Gudlaugson shall have

become household words in every house and hamlet

in these United S tates. Let every child learn the

stories about the Norse discoverers of Vinland the

Good .

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN,
MADISON, WIS . , April 3, 1877.
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THE NORSEMEN, AND OTHER PEOPLES, INTERESTED

IN THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.

HE Object of the following pages is to present

the reader with a brief account of the discovery

of early voyages to and settlements in the Western

Continent by the Norsemen , a nd to prove that Co

lumbus must have had knowledge of
'

this discovery

by the Norsemen before he started to find America ;
a nd the author wil l not be surprised

,
if
,
in these

pages
,
he Should happen to throw out some thoughts

which will conflict with the reader’s previously

formed convictions about matters and things gen

era l ly, and about historical facts especial ly.

The interest manifested by the reader of history

is always greater the nearer the historv which he

reads is connected with his own country or with

his own ancestors .

The America n student
,
on the one hand, loves

to dwell upon the pages of American history . He
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admires the resolution
,
the fortitude and persever

ance of the Pilgrim Fathers as they passed through

their varied scenes of hardship and adversity when

they made their first settlement upon our New

England shores ; and his whole soul is filled with

transporting emotions of delight or sympathy as he

reads the thrilling incidents of the sufferings and

the victories Of his countrymen who fought for his

as well as for their own freedom during the Revolu

tion a ry war.

The Norse studen t
,
on the other hand

,
takes

special pleasure in perusing the Old Sagas and Ed

das, and following the Vikings on their daring but

victorious expeditions through European waters ; and

he draws inspiration from those beautiful and poet

ical ancient myths and stories about Odin
,
Thor

,

Baldur
,
Loke

,
the Giant Ymer

,
Ragn arok

,
Yg

dra sil
,
and that innumerable host Of godlike heroes

that illuminate the pages of his people’s ancient

history
,
and glitter like brilliant diamonds in the

dust and darkness of bygone ages.

The subject to which your attention is invited,
the D iscovery of America

,
is
,
if properly presented,

of equal interest to Americans and Norsemen . For

those who are born and brought up on the fertile

soil of Columbia, under the shady branches of the
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noble tree of American liberty
,
where the banner

of progress a nd education is unfurled to the breeze
,

must naturally feel a deep interest in whatever

facts may be presented in relation to the first dis

covery and early settlement of this their n ative land ;
while those who first saw the sunlight beam ing

among the rugged
,
snow-capped mountains of Old

Norway
,
and can still feel any of the heroic blood

of their dauntless forefathers course its way through

their veins
,
must

,
as a matter of course

,
feel an

equally deep interest in learning that their own

ancestors
,
the intrepid Norsemen

,
were the first pale

faced men who planted their feet on this gem of the

ocean
,
and an interest

,
too

,
I dare say

,
in having

the claims of their native country to this honor

vindicated .

The subject is not without special interest to the

Germa n s
,
as it will appear in the course of this

Sketch that a German ,* who accompanied the Norse

men On their first expedition to this Western World,
is intimately connected with the first name of this

country ; and there is no doubt that a Germa n ,
‘

r

through his writings about the Norsemen,was the

means of bringing to Columbus valuable information

about America.

The Welsh al so have an interest in this
'

subject ;
Tyrker. 1' Adam of Bremen .
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for it is generally bel ieved
,
and not without reason

,

that their ancestors
,
under the leadership Of Madoc

,

made a settlement in th is country about the year

1170 ; thus, although they were 170 years later

than the Norsemen in making the discovery
,
they

were stil l 322 years ahead of Columbus
,
and Norse

men
,
therefore

,
claim in this question

,
We l shmen ’s

sympathies against Columbus .

We m ight enl ist the interest of Irishmen, too, in

the presentation of this subject ; for, in the year

1029
, (according to an account in the EYRBYGGJA

SAGA
, Chapter a Norse navigator

,
by name

GUDLEIF GUDLAUGSON ,
undertook a voyage to Dub

l in
,
and On leaving Ireland again he intended to

sail to Iceland ; but he met with northeast winds

and was driven far to the west and southwest in

the sea
,
where no land was to be seen . It was

already late in the summer
,
and Gudl eif, with his

party
,
made many prayers that they might escape

from the sea. And it came to pass
,
say s the Saga,

that they saw land
,
but they knew not what land

it was . Then they resolved to sail to the land
,
for

they were weary with contending longer with the

violence of the sea . They found there a good har

bor
,
and when they had been a Short time on shore

,

there came some people to them . They knew none
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of the people, but it
“
r a ther w ea red to them tha t

they sp oke Iri sh .

”

This portion of America, supposed to be Situated

south of the Chesapeake Bay, including NORTH and

SOUTH CAROLINA
,
GEORGIA, a nd EAST FLORIDA , is in

the Saga of THORFINN K ARLSEFNE , chapter 13, called
“ I r l a nd—i t-M ihla ,

” that is
,
Grea t Irela nd . It is

claimed that the name
, Grea t Irel a nd, arose from

the fact that the country had been colonized
,
long

before Gudl a ugson
’
s visit, by the Irish, and that,

they com ing from their own green isl and to a vast

continent possessing many of the fertile qualities of

their own native soil , the appellation was natural and

appropriate . There is nothing improbable in this

conclusion ; for the Iri sh , who visited and inhabited

Iceland toward the close of the eighth century, to

accomplish which they had to traverse a stormy ocean

to the extent Of eight hundred miles — who
,
as early

a s 725, were found upon the Faroe Isles and whose

voyages between Ireland and Iceland
,
in the tenth

century
,
were of ordinary occurrence — a people so

familiar with the sea were certainly capable of making

a voyage across the Atlantic ocean .

I cannot here en ter upon any further discussion

of the claims of the Irish
,
but you observe that this

subject of d iscovering America cannot be treated
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exhaustively without bringing back to the mind

fond recollections of the Emerald Isle, which was

once the School of Western Europe, and her brave

SOUS

Inclyta gens hominum , mil i te , pace, fide,

as Bishop Donatus somewhere has it.
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Until recently
,
it has generally been supposed

that America was wholly unknown to European na

tions previous to the time of Columbus ; but investi

gation s by learned men have made it certain , beyond

the shadow of a doubt, that the Europeans did have

knowledge of this country long before the time of

Columbus, and it has even been claimed , on quite

plausible grounds
,
that some of the nations living

here at the time of Columbus’ discovery of this con

tinent were descendants of Europeans .

As yet but few scholars have turned their atten

tion to the North of Europe in rel ation to this

subject
,
and hence the light which this extreme

portion of the globe could give has hitherto been ,
in a great measure

,
neglected by the learned men

Of the great nations ; and yet the antiquities of the

North furnish a series of incontestable evidence that

the coast of North America was discovered in the

latter part of the tenth century
,
immediately after

the discovery of Greenland by the Norsemen ; fur

thermore , that this same coast was visited repeatedly

by the Norsemen in the eleventh century ; further

more
,
that it was Visited by them in the twelfth

century ; n ay, al so, that it was found again by them

in the thirteenth century
,
and revisited in the four

teen th century . But even this is not all . These
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Northern antiquities also Show that Chri stianity had

been introduced in America
,
not only among the

Norsemen
,
who formed a settlement here

,
but also

among the aborigines
,
or native population

,
that the

Norsemen found here .

The learned men Of the North are not to blame

that this matter has not previously received due

attention
,
for TORFZEUS published an account thereof

as early as the year 1705, and besides him SUHM

and SCHCEN ING and LAGERBRING and
°

WORM SKJOLD

and SCHRcEDER, to say nothing of many others
,

have al l presented the main facts in their historical

works. But other nations paid no attention to all

thisf Not until 1837, when the celebrated Pro

fessor Rafn , through the laudable enterprise of the

Boval Society of Northern Antiquities
,
published

his learned , interesting and important work,
* could

scholars outside of Scandinavia be induced to examine

the claims of the Norsemen . Professor Rafn Suc

ceeded, and he has perhaps done more than any

other one man to call the attention of other nations

to
,
the importance of studying the O ld Norse lite

rature . Thus it is that scholars of other nations

recently have begun to direct their attention to

Northern Antiquities
,
Northern Languages and His

Antiqui ta tes Americanae, Hafnj ae, 1837.
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tory . Germany and England
,
and I would like to

add America
,
are now beginning to realize how

much valuable material is to be found in these

sources for elucidating the history and institutions

of other contemporary nations ; and especial ly do the

early Sagas of the North throw much important light

on the character of English and German institutions

during the middle ages . The English and Germans

are translating the Sagas as fast as they ca n . Pro

fessors KONRAD MAURER and TH . MOEBIUS are doing

excellent work at their respective Universities in

Germany ; Oxford and Cambridge in England have

each an Icelandic Professor
,
and several American

Universities give instruction in the Northern lan

guages .

It is indeed an encouraging fact that these great

nations are gradually becoming conscious of the

importance of studying the Northern lang uages and

l iterature
,
and we may safely hope that the time is

not far distant when the Norsemen will be recog

nized in their right social
,
political and literary

character
,
and at the same time as navigators assume

their true position in the pre-Columbian discovery

of America .
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ANTI! UITY OF AMERICA.

EFORE the plains of Europe rose above the

primeval seas
,
the continent Of America

,
accord

ing to Louis Agassiz, emerged from the watery

waste that encircled the whole globe and became

the scene of animal life . Hence the SO-called New

W orld is in reality the Old
,
and Agassiz gives

abundant proof of its hoary age .

But who is able even to conjecture at what

period it became the abode of man ? Down to the

close of the tenth century its written history is

vague and uncertain . W e can find traces of a rude

Ci vi lization that suggest a very h igh antiquity. W e

can show mounds
,
monuments

,
and inscriptions

,
that

point to periods
,
the contemplation of which would

make Chronos himself grow giddy ; yet among all

these great and Often impressive memorials there

is no monument
,
mound

, or inscription
,
that solves

satisfactorily the mystery of their origin . There are

but few traditions even to a id us in our researches
,
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a nd we ca n only infer that age after age nations

a nd tribes have continued to rise into greatness

and then decline and fall a nd that barbarism and

a rude culture have held alternate sway .

*

Compare De Costa , page 11.



C H A P T E R I V

PHENICIAN , GREEK, IRISH AND WELSH CLAIMS .

N early times the Atlantic Ocean
,
l ike a l l other

things without known bounds
,
was viewed by

man with mixed feel ings of fear and awe . It was

usually called the Sea Of Darkness .

The PHENICIAN
,
a nd especially TYRIAN voyages to

the Western Continent
,
in early times

,
have been

warmly advocated ; a nd it is more than probable that

the original inhabitants of the American continent

crossed the Atlantic instead of piercing the icy

regions of the north and coming by the way of

Behring’s Strait . From the Canaries
,
which were

discovered and colonized by the Phenicians
,
it is a

Short voyage to America
,
and the bold sailors Of

the Mediterranean
,
after touching at these islands

,

could easily and safely be wafted to the western

shore .

That the Greek philosopher
,
PYTHEAS

,
whose dis

coveries about the different length of the days in

various climates appeared so astonishing to the other
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philosophers of his age, traversed the Atlantic Ocean

about 340 years before Christ
,
can scarcely be doubted .

He certainly discovered Thule * (Iceland), a nd deter

min ed its latitude
,
and we may at least say that by

this discovery he opened the way to America for

the Norsemen .

Claims have been made
,
as I have already shown

,

both by the Irish a nd by the Welsh
,
that they

crossed the Atlantic and found America before

Columbus
,
but it is not my purpose to comment

upon these claims in this Short Sketch . Much

learned discussion has been devoted to the subject
,

but the early history of the American continent is

still , to a great extent, veiled in mystery , and not

until near the close of the tenth century of the

present era can we point, with absolute certainty ,

to a genuine transatlantic voyage .

See Strabo ’s Geography , Book II, 6.
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l

turers. They made themselves known in every

part of the civilized world by their daring as sol

diers and navigators . They Spread themselves along

the shores of Europe
,
making conquests and plant

ing colonies.

In their conquering expeditions they subdued a

large portion of England
,
wrested Normandy

,
the

fairest province of France
,
from the French king

,

conquered a considerable portion of Belgium
,
and

made extensive inroads into Spain . Under Robert

Guiscard they made themselves masters of Sicily

and lower Italy in the eleventh century
,
and main

ta ined their power there for a long time . During

the Crusades they led the van of the chivalry of

Europe in rescuing the Holy Sepulchre, and ruled

over Antioch under Guisca rd’s son , Bohemund. They
passed between the pillars of Hercules

,
they deso

lated the classic fields of Greece and penetrated the

walls of Constantinople .

Straying away into the distant east
,
from where

they originally came
,
we find them laying the

foundations of the Russian Empire
,
swinging their ~

two-edged battle-axes in the streets of Constantino

ple
,
where they served as the leaders of the Greek

Emperor’s body-guard
,
and the main support of his

tottering throne. They carved their mystic runes
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upon the marble lion
* in the harbor of Athens

in commemoration of their conquest of this city.

The Old Norse Vikings sailed up the rivers Rhine
,

Schelde
,
the Seine and Loire

,
conquering Cologne

a nd A a chen
, '

where they turned the emperor’s palace

into a stable
,

filling the heart of even the great

Charlemagne with dismay .

The rulers of England are descendants of the

Norsemen . Ganger Rolf
,
known in Engl ish history

by the name Rollo
,
a son of Harald Ha a rfagr

’
s

friend
,
Ragnva ld Moreja rl , invaded France in the

year 912 a nd took possession of Normandy ; a nd in

1066
,
at the battle Of Hastings

,
W ill iam the Con

queror, a great-grandson Of Ganger Rolf
,
conquered

England ; and it is proper to add, that from this con

quest the pride and glory of Great Britain descended .

It is al so a noticeable fact
,
that the most serious

opposition that Will iam the Conqueror met with

came from colonists of his own race,
‘who had set

tl ed in Northumbria . He wasted their lands with

fire and sword
,
and drove them beyond the border

but stil l we find their energy
,
their perseverance

and their speech existing in the north English and

lowland Scotch dialects .

The ma rble lion upon which they ca rved the ir runes wa s a fterwa rd
taken to Ven ice a n d erected a t the en trance of the a rsen a l , where it may
be seen a t the pre sen t time .
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ICELAND.

UT Europe did not set bounds to the voyages

and enterprises of the Norsemen . In the year

860 they discovered Iceland
,
a nd soon afterward (874)

established upon this island a republic
,
which flour

ished four hundred years . The Icelandic republ ic

furnishes the very best evidence of the independent

spirit which characterized the Norsemen .

Political circumstances in Norway urged many

Of the boldest and most independent people in the

country to seek an asylum of freedom . HARALD

HAARFAGR (i . e . the Fair-haired) had determined to

make himself monarch of all Norway . He was

instigated to unite Norway under his scepter by

the ambition Of the fa ir a nd proud RAGNA ADIES

DATTER (daughter), whom he loved and courted ;
but She declared that the man She married would

have to be king Of all Norway . Harald accepted

the conditions ; and after twelve years
’ hard fight

ing, during
'

which time be neither cut nor combed
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his hair once
,

* in the year 872, at the battle of

H afersfjord, Norway became united into on e king

dom
,
instead of being divided into thirty-one small

republics
,
as had been the case before that time .

Harald had subdued or slain the numerous leaders
,

and had passed a l aw abol ishing all freehold tenure

of propertyn
L usurping it for the crown . To this

the proud freemen of Norway would not submit .

D isdaining to y ield their ancient independence a nd

be degraded
,
they resolved to leave those lands and

homes
,
which they could now scarcely call their own

,

and set out with their families a nd followers in quest

of n ew seats . There were as great emigrations from

Norway in those days as. there are n ow . The Norse

spirit of enterprise is as old a s their history .

Whither then should they go, was the question .

Some wen t to the Hebrides, others to the Orkney

Isles ; some to the Shetland and Faroe Isles ; many

went as Vikings to England
,
Scotland and France ;

but by far the greater number went to the '

more

distant and therefore more secure Iceland, which

had been discovered by the celebrated Norse Viking

He made a pledge to Ragn a tha t he would n ei ther cut nor comb h is
ha ir un til h e h a d subjuga ted a l l Norwa y .

1' This so -ca lled uda l , [Ice l . Oda l , Norse Ode l , a l lodium,] i
‘

e. independen t
tenure of property, wa s given ba ck to th e Norsemen by King Hakon th e

Good in the yea r 935, and h a s n ever since been taken away from them.
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NADDODD in 860
,
a nd called by him Snowland ; re

discovered by Gardar, of Swedish extraction, in 864
after whom it was called Ga rda r

’
s Holm (island)

a nd visited by two Norsemen
,
Ingolf a nd Leif

(Hjorl e ifr) in 870, by whom it was called Iceland .

This emigration from Norway to Iceland began in

the year 874, now more than a thousand years ago ;
and thus this strange island wa s peopled — and in a

few years peopled to a surprising extent . It was not

long before it had upward of inhabitants .

You must bear in m ind that this colonization was

on an island in the cold North Sea
,
a little below

the Arctic Circle . It was in a cl imate where grain

refused to ripen
,
and where the people Often were

obliged to Shake the snow Off the frozen hay before

they could carry it . Fishing
,
the main support of

the people
,
was often Obstructed by ice from the

polar regi ons fill ing their harbors
,
and the whole

island presented a most melancholy aspect of desola

tion . But stil l the people continued to flock thither

and become attached to the soil . They were sur

rounded the whole year by dreary ice-mountains
,
the

glare of volcanic flames
,
and the roaring of geysers

or boil ing springs . Still they loved this wild coun

try
,
because they were free ; and through the long

winters
,
when the sun nearly or entirely disappeared
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from above the horizon
,
and nothing but northern

lights flickered over their heads
,
they seemed only

the more thrown upon their intellectual resources
,

and passed the time in reciting the Eddas and Sagas

of their ancestors .

Perhaps I ought to beg your pardon for dwelling

so long upon the subject of Iceland ; but my apol
w

ogy is that
,
in the first place

,
Iceland is Of itself an

exceedingly interesting country ; and in the next

place
,
it is really the hinge up on which the door

swings which opened America to Europe . This

island had been visited by Pytheas 340 years before

Christ ; and , according to the Irish monk DICUILUS,

who wrote a geography in the year 825
,
it had been

visited by some Iri sh priests in the summer of 7

It was the settlement of Iceland by the Norsemen
,

and the constant voyages between this island and

Norway
,
that led to the discovery

,
first of Greenland

and then of America ; and it is due to the high

intellectual stand ing and fine historical taste Of the

Icelanders that records Of these voyages were kept
,

first to instruct Columbus how to find America
,
a nd

afterw ard to solve for us the mysteries concerning

the discovery of this Continent.

Iceland is a small island
,
in the 65th deg. north

*Vid . Dicuilus , De Men sura Orbis Terrae, ed. La tronne , p . 88 .
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latitude
,
of about geographical square miles .

Its valleys are almost without verdure
,
and its

mountains without trees. Still
,
it contains

,
even at

the present time
,
no less than inhabitants

,

who live a peaceable and contented life
,
still cling

ing to their ancient language, and studying foreign

languages
,
science

,
philosophy

,
and history

,
as we do

who live in milder and more favored climes . Now

as in Olden times
,
the earth trembles in the throes

of the earthquake
,
the geysers

'

still spout their

scald ing water
,
and the plain belches forth mud

,

while the grand Old jokul
,

* Mount Hekla
,
clad in

wh ite robes of eternal snow
,
brandishes aloft its

volcanic torch
,
as if threatening to set the very

heavens on fire .

For a ges Iceland was destined to become the sanc

tuary and preserver of the grand ol d l iterature of the

North . Paganism prevailed there more than a cen

tury after the island became inhabited ; the old tra

ditions were cherished and committed to memory,
and shortly after the introduction of Christianity

the Old Norse literature was put in writing.

The ancient literature and traditions of Iceland

excel anything Of their kind
'

in Europe during the

middle ages. The Icelandic poems have no parallel

*Moun ta ins covered with perpe tua l snow are ca ll ed “

jok a l s in Iceland.
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GREENLAND.

UT
,
as time passed on

,
the people of Iceland

felt a new impulse for coloniz ing new and

strange lands
,
and the tide of emigration began to

tend with irresistible force toward Greenland
,
in

the west
,
which country also became settled in spite

of its wretched Climate .
The discovery of Greenland was a natural con

sequence of the settlement of Iceland
,
just as the

discovery of America afterward was a natural con

sequence Of the settlement of Greenland . Between

the western part of Iceland and the eastern part of

Greenland there
‘

is a distance of only forty
-five

geographical miles . Hence
,
some Of the ships that

sailed to Iceland
,
at the time of the settlement of

this island and later
,
could in case of a violent east

wind
,
which is no rare occurrence in those regions

,

scarcely avoid approaching the coast of Greenland

sufficiently to catch a gl impse of its jokul s,— nay,

even to land on its islands and promontories . Thus
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it is said that Gunnbjorn , Ulf K rage
’
s son , saw land

lying in the ocean at the west of Iceland, when, in

the year 876, he was driven out to the sea by a

storm . Similar reports were heard, from time to

time
,
by other mariners. About a century later a

certain man , by name ERIK THE RED
,
had fled from

the Jader
,
in Norway

,
on account of manslaughter

,

and had settled in the western part of Iceland .

Here he also was outlawed for manslaughter
,
by

the public assembly, and condemned to banishment .

He therefore fitted out his ship
,
and resolved to

go in search of the land in the west that Gunnbjorn

and others had seen . He set sail in the
‘

year 984
,

and found the land as he had expected
,
and re

mained there exploring the country for two years .

At the end of this period he returned to Iceland
,

giving the newly-discovered country the name of

GREENLAND
,
in order

,
as he said

,
to attract settlers

,

who would be favorably impressed with so pleasing

a name .

The result was that many Icelanders and Norse

men emigrated to Greenland
,
and a flourishing

colony was established
,
with GARDAR for its capital

city
,
which in the v ear 1261

,
became subject to the

crown of Norway . The Greenland colony main

ta ined its connection with the mother countries for
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a period of no less than 400 years ; yet i t finally

disappeared
,
and was almost forgotten . Torfaeus

gives a list of seventeen bishops who rul ed in

Green land .
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THE SHIPS OF THE NORSEMEN .

EFORE following the Norsemen farther on

their westward course
,
it may not be out of

pl ace to say a few words about their ships . Having

crossed the briny deep four times myself, I have

seen something of what is required in order to ven

ture with safety on so long watery journeys . I have

also seen one of the Old Norse Viking Ships
,
which

is preserved at the University of Norway
,
and it

seemed to me an excellent one both in respect to

form and size . Now
,
I do not mean to say that the

Old Norsemen possessed such ocean crafts as now

plow the deep between New York and Liverpool ;
but what I mean to say is this

,
that the Norsemen

were then
,
as they are now

,
very excellent navigators .

They had good sea-going vessels
,
some of which were

Of large size . We have an account
,
in Olaf Trygve

son’s Saga, of on e that was in many respects remark

able . That part of the keel which rested on the

ground was 140 feet long . None but the choicest
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material was used in its construction . It contained

thirty-four rowing-benches, and its stem and stern

were overlaid with gold.

* Their vessels would com

pare favorably with those of other nations
,
which have

been used in later times in expeditions around the

world
,
and were in e very way adapted for an ocean

voyage . Thev certainly were as well fitted to cross

the Atlantic as were the ships of Columbus . From

the Sagas we also learn that th e Norsemen fully

understood the importance of cultivating the study

of navigation ; they knew how to calculate the course

of the sun and moon
,
and how to measure time by

the stars . Without a high degree of nautical knowl

edge they could never ha ve
‘

a ccompl ished their voy

ages to England
,
France

, Spain, Sicily, Greece, and

those still more difficult voyages to Iceland and

Greenland .

I have now given a brief h istorical Sketch of the

voyages and enterprises of the Norsemen . I have

done this to Show that they were capable of the

* This Ship of Ola f Trygveson wa s ca lled the Long Serpen t, and wa s
built by the ship-ca rpen ter Thorberg, who is ce lebra ted in the a nn a ls of

the North for his Ship-building. The Ea rl Hakon h ad a dragon con ta in ing
forty rowing-benches . King Ca nute h a d on e con ta in ing s ixty, and King
Ola f, the sa in t, posse ssed two ships capable of ca rrying two hundred men

ea ch . Th e Norse dragon s glided on the wa ters a s gra ce fully a s ducks or

swa ns , of which they a lso h ad the form. Compa re a lso “ Sa ga Fridthjofs
en s Fraekn a ,

”
( the S aga of Fridthj of th e Bold, in “ Viking Ta les of the

chapter 1, where his good ship E ll ias i s described.
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exp. oit Of discovering America — nay, that it was in

fact an unavoidable result of their constant seafaring

life ; so that even if we did not have the unmis

takable language of the Sagas
,
we might stil l be

able to assert
,
with a considerable degree of cer

tainty
,
that the Norsemen must have been aware of

the existence of the American contin ent . Yes
,
the

Norsemen were truly a great peOple ! Their spiri t

found its way into the Magna Charta* of England

and into the Declaration of Inependen ce in America .

The spirit of the Vikings still survives in the bosoms

of Engl ishmen
,
Americans and Norsemen

,
extending

their commerce
,
taking hold positions against tyr

anny
,
and producing wonderful intern al improve

ments in these countries .

Compa re William a nd Mary Hewitt .



C H APT E R I x .

THE SAGAS AND DOCUMENTS ARE GENUINE.

E have now seen that the Norsemen made

themselves known in every part 0; the

civilized world ; that they had excellent ships, that

they were wel l trained seaman
,
and a highly civ

il ized nation
,
possessing in fact all the means

necessary for reaching the continent in the west '

and we are thus prepared for the vital question ,
D id the Norsemen actually discover and explore

the coast of the country now known as America ?

There is certainly no improbability in the . idea .

Open an atlas at the map of the Atlantic Ocean,
or at the maps of the two hemispheres . Observe

the distance between Norway and Iceland
,
and the

distances between Iceland and Greenland and Green

land and Newfoundland . You perceive it is more

than twice the distance between Norway and Ice

land that it is between Iceland and Greenland , and

not far from twice the distance that it is betwee n

Greenland and Labrador
,
and thence on to New
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Christ . The authenticity a nd authority of the Ice

l a n dic Sagas has been fully acknowledged by ALEx

ANDER VON HUMBOLDT in his Cosmos
,

* by MALTE

BRUN
,

’

l
’ and many other distinguished scholars ; a nd

therefore a further discussion is at this time un

necessary ou this point .

The manuscripts
,
in which we have the Sagas

relating to America
,
are found in the celebrated

CoDEx FLAT(EENSIS
,
a Skin-book that was finished in

the year 1387. This work
,
written with great care

0

and executed in the highest style of art
,
is now

preserved in its integrity in the archives of Copen

Cosmos , Vo l . ii . , pp . 269—272, where Alexa nder Von Humboldt ,
discussing th e pre-Columb ia n discovery of America by the Norsemen ,

says “ We a re here on historica l ground. By the critica l a n d h ighly
prai seworthy efforts of Profe ssor Ra fn and the Roya l Socie ty of Northern
An tiqua ries in Copenha gen

,
the Saga s a nd documen ts in rega rd to th e

expedition s of th e Norsemen to He l lul and (Newfoun dland) , to Ma rklan d
(the mouth of th e S t . Lawren ce river a nd Nova Scotia ) , and to Vin land
(Ma ssa chusetts) , ha ve been publ ished a nd sa tisfa c torily commen ted upon .

Th e discovery of the northern part of America by the Norsemen

cannot b e disputed. Th e length of the voyage , the direction in which
they sa iled , th e t ime of th e sun

’
s rising and se tting

, are a ccura tely given .

While th e Ch a l ifa t of Bagda d wa s stil l flourishing under the Abb a sides ,

and while th e rule of the Saman ides , so fa vorable to poe try, stil l dour
iehed in Persia , America wa s discovered, about the ye a r 1000, by Le if, son
of Erik th e Red , a t about 41V2 ° N. L .

”

t Vid . Nouve lles ann a le s de s voya ges, de l a géographie , de l ’h istoire

e t de l ’arch é ol ogie , ré dige
’

es pa r M. V .
-A . MAL TE-BRUN , seeré ta ire de l a

commission centra le de l a soci été de géogra phie de Paris , member de

plusieurs socié tés sava n tes . Aofit, 1858, p. 253.
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and a careful ly printed copy* of it is to be

found in Mimer’s library at the Un iversity of Wis

consin . We gather from this work that the Norse

men
,
after discovering and settling Greenland

,
and

then keeping a bold southwestern course
,
discovered

America more than 500 years before Columbus ; and

I shall in the following chapters present some of

the main circumstances of this discovery .

FLATEYARBOK , Chri sti an ia (Norwa y) , 1860-1868 .



C H A P T E R X .

BJARNE HERJULFSON , 986.

N the year 986, the same year that he returned

from Greenland
,
the above-named ERIK THE

RED moved from Iceland to Green land
,
and among

his numerous friends
,
who accompanied him

,
was

an Icelander by name HERJULF .

Herjul f had a son by name BJAR NE , who was a

man of enterprise and fond of going abroad, and

who possessed a merchant-ship
,
with which he gath

ered wealth and reputation . He used to be by

turns a year abroad and a year at home with his

father. He chanced to be away in Norway when

his father moved over to Greenland
,
and on return

ing to Iceland he was so much disappointed on

hearing of his father’s departure with Erik
,
that

he would not unload his Ship
,
but resolved to

follow his Old custom and take up his abode with

his father. “Who wil l go with me to Greenland ? ”

said he to his men .

“We will al l go with you,

replied the men .

“ But we have none of us ever
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been on the Greenland Sea before
,
said Bjarne .

We mind not that
,

” said the men
,

SO away they

sailed for three days and lost sight of Iceland .

Then the wind failed . After that a north wind

and fog set in
,
and they knew not where they were

sailing to . This lasted many days
,
until the sun

at length appeared again
,
so that they could deter,

mine the quarters of the sky, and 10 ! in the horizon

they saw
,
like a blue cloud

,
the outlines of an un

known land . They approached it . They saw that

it was without mountains, was covered with wood,
and that there were small hill s inland . Bjarne

saw that this did not answer to the description of

Greenland ; he knew he was too far south ; so he

left the land on the larboard Side and sailed north

ward two days
,
when they got sight of land again .

The men asked Bjarne if this was Greenland ; but

he said it was not
,

“ For in Greenland,
” he said

,

“ there are great snowy mountains ; but this land

is flat and covered with trees.” They did not go

ashore
,
but turning the bow from the land

,
they

kept the sea with a fine breeze from the southwest

for three days
,
when a third land was seen . Still

Bjarne would not go ashore, for it was not like

what had been reported of Greenland . SO they

sailed on
,
driven by a violent southwest wind

,
and
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after four day s they reached a land which suited the

description of Greenland . Bjarne was not deceived
,

for it was Greenland
,
and he happened to land

close to the place where his father had settled .

It cannot be determined with certainty what

parts of the American coast Bjarne saw ; but from

the circumstances of the voyage
,
the course Of the

winds
,
the direction of the currents

,
and the pre

sumed distance between each Sight Of land
,
there is

reason to believe that the first land that Bjarne saw

in the year 986was the present NANTUCKET
,
on e

degree south of Boston ; the second NOVA SCOTIA
,

and the third NEWFOUNDLAND . Thus BJARNE HER

JULFSON was the first Europ ea n whose eyes beheld

any part Of the present N ew Engla n d . The first

European who saw the American con tin en t, and

whose na me is recorded
,
was ARE MARSON (see p .

He went to Great Ireland (the Chesapeake country)
which had undoubtedly been discovered by the Iri sh

even long before Are visited there in the year 983.



C H A P T E R X I .

LEIF ERIKSON ,
1000 .

HEN Bjarne visited Norway
,
a few years

later a nd told of his adventure
,
he was

cen sured in strong terms by Jarl (Earl) Erik and

others
,
because he had manifested so l ittle interest

that he had not even gone ashore and explored

these lands
,
and because he could give no more

definite account of them . Still
,
what he did say

w a s sufficient to arouse in the mind of LEIF ERIK

SON
,
son of Erik the Red

,
a determination to solve

the problem a nd find out what kind of lands these

were that were talked SO much about . He bought

Bja rne
’
s Ship from him

,
set sail with a good crew

of thirty-five men
,
and found the lands just as

Bjarne had described them
,
far away to the south

west of Greenland . They landed in HELLULAND

(NEWFOUNDLAND) and in MARKLAND (NOVA SCOTIA),
explored these countries somewhat

,
gave them names

,

and proceeded from the latter into the open sea

with a northeast wind , and were two days at sea
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before they saw land again . They sailed into a

sound . It was very Shallow at ebb-tide
,
SO that

their ship stood dry and there was a long way from

their ship to the water. But so much did they

desire to land that they did not give themselves

time to wait until the water rose again under their

ship
,
but ran at once on shore

,
at a pl ace where a

river flows out Of a lake .* But as soon as the

water rose up under the Ship
,
they rowed out in

their boats
,
floated the ship up the river and thence

into the lake
,
where they cast anchor

,
brought their

Skin cots out of the ship, and raised their tents .

After this they took counsel , and resolved to remain

through the winter
,
and built a large house . There

was no want of salmon
,
either in the river or in the

lake
,
and larger salmon than they had before seen .

The nature of the country was, as they thought, so

good that cattle would not require house-feeding in

winter. Day and night were more equal than in

Greenland or Iceland , for on the shortest day the sun

was above the horizon from half-past seven in the

forenoon till half-past four in the afernoon ; which

circumstance gives for the latitude of the place 41°

24
’
10
” hence Leif ’s booths are though t to have

This lake is Moun t Hope Bay . The tourist , in tra ve ling tha t wa y by
ra il , w il l a t first ta ke Moun t Hope Bay for a lake . B . F. Decosta . p. 32 .
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his great joy and surprise
,
had found Vines and

grapes in great abundance. From this circumstance

the land got the name of VINLAND
,
and history got

the interesting fact that a German was along with

the daring argonauts of the Chri stian era .

Here is then a Short account of the first expedi

tion to New England . It took place in the year

1000
,
and LEIF ERIKSON was the first pale-faced man

of whom it is recorded that he undertook a voyage

across the Atlantic Ocean
,
with the definitely avowed

purpose Of seeking for land . His was no discovery

by accident . The nature of Leif Erikson’s expedi

tion
,
the end sought, etc . , was as clearly defined in

his own mind
,
and as well understood by his coun

trymen
,
as in the case of the expedition undertaken

by Columbus in 1492. But Leif did not set heaven

and earth in commotion in reference to the matter

of going across the Atlantic Ocean . He simply

bought Bja rn e
’
s ship

,
engaged thirty-five fearless

seamen like himself
,
said good-bye to his aged

father
,
and se t sail '



THORVALD ERIKSON,
1002.

I
N the spring

,
when the winds were favorable

,

Leif Erikson returned to Greenland . The ex

pedition to Vinland was much talked of, a nd THOR

WALD
,
Leif ’S brother

,
thought that the land had

been much too little explored . Then said Leif to

Thorvald : “ You may go with my Ship
,
brother

,
to

Vinland
,
if you like .

” And so another expedition

was fitted out
,
in the year 1002

,
by Thorwald Erik

son
,
who went to Vinland and remained there three

years ; but it cost him his life
,
for in a battle with

the Skrael l ings an arrow from one Of the natives of

America pierced his side
,
causing death . He was

buried in Vinland, and two crosses were erected on

his grave
,
one at his head and one at his feet .

Hallowed ground, this, beneath whose sod rests the

dust of the first Christian and the first European

who died in America ! H is death and burial also

gains interest in another respect
,
for in the year

1831 there was found in the vicinity of Fal l River,
Massachusetts

,
a skeleton in armor

,
and many of

the circumstances connected with it are so wonderful
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that it might indeed seem almost as though it were

the Skeleton of this very Thorvald Erikson ! This

Skeleton in armor attracted much attention at the

time
,
was the subject of much learned discussion

,

and our celebrated poet Longfellow wrote
,
in the

year 1841
,
a poem about it

,
beginning

Speak ! Speak ! thou fearful guest !

After which he makes the skeleton tell about his

adventures as a viking
,
about the pine forests of

Norway
,
about his voyage across the stormy deep,

and about the discovery of America
,
concerning

which he says

Three weeks we westwa rd bore ,
And when the storm was o

’

er,

Cloudlike we saw the Shore

Stretching to leewa rd ;
There , for my l ady

’

s bower,
Buil t I the lofty tower,*

Which to thi s very hour

Stands looking seawa rd .

following are the last two . verses

Still grew my bosom , then ,

Stil l a s a stagnant fen ,

Ha teful to me were men ,

The sun light ha teful

* The tower here referred to i s th e famous Newport tower in Rhode
Island, which undoubtedly w a s built by the Norsemen ; a t lea s t we persistW
In cla imi ng It , un ti l It ca n b e cle a rly Shown tha t It ha s been bui lt S ince the
l anding of the Pi lgrim Fa thers in 1620.
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In the va st forest here ,
Cl a d in my wa rlike gea r,
Fel l I upon my spea r,

Oh , dea th wa s gra teful !

Thus, seamed with many sca rs ,

Bursting these prison ba rs ,
Up to its n a tive sta rs

My soul a scended .

There , from the flow ing bowl ,
Deep drink s the warrior

’

s soul

Ska a l ! to the Northl and , ska a l !

Thus the ta l e ended .

”

The great Swedish chemist Berzelius analyzed*

a part of the breastplate which was found on the

skeleton
,
and found that in composition it corre

sponded with metals used in the North during the

tenth century ; and comparing the Fall River breast

plate with Old Northern armors, it was also found

to correspond with these in style .

When the Norsemen had buried their chief
,
Thor

wald
,
they returned to Leifsbudir (Leif

’
S booths)

loaded their ships with the products of the land
,
and

return ed to Greenland in the year 1005 .

*A bronze a rticle found in Denma rk , a nd da tin g wi th certa inty ba ck
to the ten th cen tury , wa s a lso ana lyzed , and the a nn exed table shows the
re sul t of the a n a lysis

Bronze Articl e

Copper
Zinc
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THORSTEIN ERIKSON ,
1005 .

T
HEN the Sagas tel l us that THORSTEIN, the

youngest son Of Erik the Red
,
was seized

with a strong desire to pass over to Vinland to

fetch the body of his brother Thorvald . He was

married to GUDRID
,
a woman remarkable for her

beauty
,
her dignity

,
her prudence

,
and her good

discourse . Thorstein fitted out a vessel , manned

it with twenty-five men selected for their strength

and stature
,
besides himself and Gudrid. When

al l was ready they put out to sea
,
and were soon

out of sight of l and . Through the whole summer

they were tossed about on the deep
,
and were

driven they knew not whither. Finally they made

land
,
which they found to be Lvsefjord, on the

western coast of Greenland . Here Thorstein and

several of his men died
,
a nd Gudrid returned to

Eriksfjord.
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THORFINN KARLSEFNE AND GUDRID,
1007 .

HE most distinguished explorer of Vinland

was THORFINN KARLSEFNE . He was a wealthy

and influential man . He was descended from the

most famous families in the North . Several of his

ancestors had been elected kings . In the fall of

1006he came from Norway to Eriksfjord with

two sh ips . K a rl sefne made rich presents to Leif

Erikson
,
and Leif ofiered the Norse navigator the

hospital ities of Bra ttahl id during winter . After the

Yule festival Thorfinn began to treat with Leif as

to the marriage of Gudrid
,
Leif being the person

to whom the right of betrothment belonged . Leif

gave a favorable ear to his advances
,
and in the

course of the winter their nuptial s were celebrated

w ith due ceremony . The conversation frequently

turned at Bra ttahl id upon Vinl and the Good
,
many

say ing that an expedition th ither held out fair

prospects of gain . The resul t was that Thorfinn
,

accompan ied by his wife
,
who urged him to the

undertaking, sailed to Vinland in the spring of
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1007, and remained there three years . The Sagas

lay considerable stress upon the fact that Gudrid

persuaded him to undertake this expedition . She

al so appears to have taken a prominent part in

the whole enterprise . Imagine yourself way Off in

G reenland . Imagine Gudrid and Thorfinn Karl

sefne taking a walk together on the sea-beach
,
and

Gudrid talking to her husband in this wise

I wonder that you
,
Thorfinn

,
with good ships

and many stout men
,
and plenty Of means, Should

choose to remain in this barren spot instead of

searching out the famous Vinland and making a

settlement there . Just think what a Splendid coun

try it must be
,
and what a desirable change for all

of us. Thick and leafy woods like those of old

Norway
,
instead Of these rugged cliffs and snow-clad

hill s . Fields of Waving grass and rye instead Of
moss-covered rocks and sandy soil . Trees large

enough to build houses a nd Ships instead of willow

bushes
,
that are fit for n othing except to save our

cattle from starvation when the hay-crop runs out
°

besides longer sunshine in winter
,
and more genial

warmth all the year round
,
instead of howling winds

and ice and snow . Truly I think this country was

wofully misnamed when they called it Greenland .

”

You can easily imagine that Thorfinn was con
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He was born in the present State Of Massachusetts

in the year 1008
,
and he was the first ' man Of

European blood of whose birth in America we have

any record . From him the famous sculp tor
,
Albert

Thorwaldsen
,
is lineally descended, besides a long

train of learned and distinguished men who have

flourished during the last eight centuries in Iceland

and Denmark .

In the next place
,
attention is invited to an

inscription on a rock, Situated on the right bank of

the Taunton river
,
in Bristol county

,
Massachusetts .

It is familiarly called the DIGHTON WRITING ROCK

INSCRIPTION . It stands in the very region which

the Norsemen frequented . It is written in char

a cters which the natives have never used nor sculp

tured. This inscription was copied by Dr. Danforth

as early as 1680
,
by Cotton Mather in 1712 ; it

was copied by D rf Greenwood in 1730, by Stephen

Sewell in 1768, by James Winthrop in 1788, and

has been copied at least four times in the present

century . The rock was seen and talked of by the

first settlers in New England
,
long before any thing

was said about the Norsemen discovering America

before Columbus.
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Near the center Of the inscription we read dis

tin ctly, in Roman characters,

cxxxL
which is the exact number of Thorfinn ’s party .

Then we find an N,
a boat

,
and the Runic character

for M
,
which may be interpreted N(orse) seafaring

Besides we have the word NAM — took

(took possession), and the whole of Thorfinn
’
s name

,

with the exception of the first letter. Repeating

these characters we have

ORFIN,
CXXXI

,
N

which has been interpreted by Prof. Rafn as fol
lows “ Thorfin n

,
with one hundred a nd fifty

-one

Norse seafaring men took possession of this land

In the lower left corner Of the inscription is a

figure of a woman and a child
,
near the latter of

which is the letter S
,
reminding us most forcibly

of Gudrid and her son
,
Snorre . Upon the whole

,

the Dighton W riting Rock
, if; Prof. Rafu

’s plates

a nd interpretations can be relied upon
,
removes al l

doubt concerning the presence of Thorfinn K a rl sefne

a nd the Norsemen at Taunton River
,
in the begin

ning of the eleventh century .1
'

The Ice landers reckoned twe lve deca des to the hundred a nd ca lled
it stort ha ndra d (grea t hundred) .



C H A PT E R X V

OTHER E! PEDITIONS BY THE NORSEMEN .

T
HE Sagas give elaborate accounts of other

expeditions by the Norsemen to Vinland .

Thus there is on e by Freydis in the year 1011;
and in the year 1121 the Bishop Erik Upsi went

as a missionary to Vinland .

Then there are Sagas that give accounts of expe

dition s by Norsemen to GREAT IRLAND (North a nd

South Carolina
,
Georgia and Florida), but I will

omit these in the present sketch .

*

The last expedition mentioned was in the year

1347, but this was in the time of the Black Plague,
whi ch raged throughout Europe with unrelenting fury

from 1347 to 1351, and also reached Iceland , Green

l and and Vinland
,
and cut Off communication between

these countries . The Black Plague reduced the popu

lation of Norway alone from two million s to three

hundred thousand
,
and this fact gives us some idea of

the terrible ravages of this fearful epidemic . It is

evident that the Black Plague left no surplus popul a

tion for expeditions to America or elsewhere .

See pa ge 18.
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THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA BY COLUMBUS.

I
WILL now devote a few pages to poin ting out

some of the threads that connect this discovery

of America by the Norsemen w ith the more recent

and better-known discovery by Columbus .

1. From a letter which Columbus himself wrote

a nd which we find quoted in Washington Irving’s

Golumbus
,

* we know positively that while the de

sign of attempting the discovery in the west was

maturing in the mind of Columbus
,
he made a

voyage to the north of Europe
,
and visited Iceland .

This was in February
,
1477, a nd in his conversation

with the Bishop and other learned men of Iceland
,

he must have been informed of the extraordinary

fact
,
that their countrymen had discovered a great

country beyond the western ocean , which seemed

to extend southward to a great distance . This was

a circumstance n ot l ikely to rest quietly in the

active and speculative mind of the great geographer

Vol . 1, p . 59.
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and navigator. The reader will observe that, when

Columbus was in Iceland, in the year 1477, fifteen

years before he discovered America
,
only on e hun

dred and thirty years had elapsed since the last

Norse expedition to Vinland . There were undoubt

edly people still living whose grandfathers had

crossed the Atlantic
,
and it would be altogether

unreasonable to suppose that he
,
who was constantly

study ing and talking about geography and navigation
,

possibly could visit Iceland a nd not hear anything of

the land in the west .

2 . Gudrid
,
the wife Of Thorfinn and mother of

Snorre
,
made a pilgrimage to Rome after the death

Of her husband. It is related that she was well

received , and she certainly must have talked there

of her ever memorable trans-oceanic voyage to V in

land
,
and her three years’ residence there . Rome

paid much attention to geographical discoveries
,
and

took pains to collect al l new charts and reports

that were brought there . Every new discovery was

an aggrandizement of the papal dominion
,
a n ew

field for the preach ing of the Gospel . The Romans

might have heard of Vinland before
,
but She brought

personal evidence .

3. That Vinland was known at the Vatican is

clearly proved by the fact that Pope Paschal II,
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in the year 1112
,
appointed Erik Upsi, Bishop of

Iceland
,
Greenland and VINLAND

,
and Erik Upsi

went personally to Vinland in the year 1121.

4. Recent developments in relation to Columbus

tend to prove that he had Opportunity to see a

map of Vinland, procured from the Vatican for the

Pinzons
,
and it would indeed astonish us more to

learn that he
,
with his nautical knowledge

,
did not

hear of America than that he did . We must also

hea r in mind that Columbus l ived in an age Of

discovery ; England, France, Portugal and Spain

were vy ing with each other in discovering new

lands and extending their territories.

5 . But in addition to the SAGAS
,
the DIGHTON

WRITING ROCK, the NEWPORT TOWER (which the

Indians told the early New England settlers was

built by the giants
,
and the Norse discoverers cer

ta in ly looked like giants to the natives, since the

former called the latter Skrael l ings) ; a nd in addition

to the SKELETON IN ARMOR
,
we have a remarkable

record of the early discovery of America by the

Norsemen in the writings Of ADAM OF BREMEN
,
a

canon and historian Of high authority
,
who died in

the year 1076. He visited the Danish king Svend

Estridson
,
a nephew of Canute the Great

,
and on

his return home he wrote a book On the P repa
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ga ti en of the Chr isti an R el igion in the N orth of
”
urq ae,

” and at the end of this book he added a

geographical treatise On the P osi tion of D enma rk

a nd other region s beyond D enma rk.

” Having given

an account of Denmark, Sweden , Norway, Iceland

and Greenland
,
he says that

,
besides these there is

stil l a nother region , which ha s been visi ted by ma ny,

lying in tha t Ocea n (the A tl a n tic), which is ca lled

VINLAND
,
beca use v ines grow there sp on ta n eously,

p roducing very good w in e corn l ikewise w ings

up there w ithout being sown and as Adam of

Bremen closes his account of Vinland he adds these

remarkable words : This we kn ow not by fa bu

lous conj ecture, but from p osi tive sta temen ts of the

D a nes .

”

Now
,
Adam of Bremen’s work was first pub

l ished in the v ear 1073, and was read by intel ligent

men
’

throughout Europe, and Columbus being an

educated man
,
and so deeply interested in geograph

ical studies
,
especially when they treated of the

Atlantic Ocean
,
could he be ignorant of so important

a work ?

I have here given five reasons why Columbus

must have known the existence of the America n

continent before he started on his voyage of discov

ery . 1. Gudrid
’
s visit to Rome . 2. The appoint
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formed his OpIn l on by a chain of logical deductions

based upon thorough study a nd research . It is to

the credit of Columbus
,
we say

,
that he investigated

the nature of things ; that he diligently searched the

learned writers ; that he paid close attention to all

reports of navigators
,
and gathered up all those scat

tered gleams of knowledge that fell ineffectually upon

ordinary minds . Washington Irving says : “When

Columbus had formed his theory it became fixed in

his mind with singular firmness . He never spoke

in doubt or hesitation
,
but w ith as much certainty as

if his eyes had already beheld the promised land .

”

We say
,
if he held this firm conviction On only

presumptive evidence
,
then , w ith all due respect for

his distinguished biographer, he is not entitled to

the enviable reputation for scholarship and good

judgment that has been accredited to him by Wash

ington Irving. We claim to be vindicating the great

name Of Columbus, by showing that he must have

based his cer ta in ty upon egua l ly cer ta in facts
,
which

he possessed the ability and patience to study out
,

a nd the keenness of intellect to put together
,
and

this gives histori ca l imp orta n ce to the discovery

of America by the N orsemen . The fault that we

find with Columbus is
,
that he was not honest and

frank enough to tell where and how he had Obtained
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his previous information about the lands which he

pretended to discover ; that he sometimes talked of

himself as chosen by Heaven to make this discovery
,

and that he made the fruits of his labors subservient

to the dominion of inquisition .

If our theory
,
then

,
does not make Columbus out

as true and good a man as the reader may have con

sidered him
,
we still insist that it proves him a man

of extraordinary ability . It shows that he discovered

America by study and research
,
and not by accident

or inspiration . Care Should always be taken to vin

dica te great names from accident or inspiration . It

defea ts one Of the most salutary purposes of history

and biography, which is to furnish examples of what

human genius and laudable enterprise ca n accomplish .

*

That the Spanish and more recent colonies in

America could become more permanent than the

Norse colon ies
,
is chiefly to be attributed to the

superiority that fire-arms gave the Europeans over

the natives . The Norsemen had no fire-arms
,
and

their higher culture could not defend them against

the swarms of savages that attacked them . In the

next place
,
the Black Plague reduced the popul a

tion of Norway and Iceland beyond the n ecessitv or

even possibility to emigrate . If the communication

Wa shington Irv ing.
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between Vinland a nd the North could have been

maintained say one hundred years longer
,
that is, to

the m iddle of the fifteenth cen tury
,
it is difficult. to

determine what the resul t would have been . Possi

bly this sketch would have appeared in I cel an dic

instead Of Engl ish . Undoubtedly the Norse colonies

would have become firmly rooted by that time
,
and

Norse language
,
nationality and institutions might

have played as conspicuous a part in America as the

Engl ish a nd their posterity do now-a-days.
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CONCLUSION .

UT it is not within the scope of this sketch

to discuss this subject any farther. Let us

remember LEIF ERIK SON
,
the first white man who

turned the bow of his ship to the west for the pur

pose Of finding America . Let us remember his

brother
,
THORVALD ERIKSON, the first European and

the first Christian who was buried beneath Ameri

can sod ! Let u s not forget THORFINN a nd GUD

RID
,
who establ ished the first European colony in

New England ! nor their little son , SNORRE , the first

man of European blood whose birthplace was in

the New World ! Let us erect a monument to Leif

Erikson worthy of the man and the cause ; a nd

while the knowledge of this discovery Of America

lay for a long time hid in the unstudied literature

of Iceland
,
let us take this lesson

,
that “

tru th

crushed to ea r th u i l l r ise a ga in ; that truth may

Often l ie darkened and hid for a long time
,
but

that it is like the beam of l ight from a star in

some far distant region of the universe — after
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thousands Of years it reaches some heavenly body

and gives it light .

In the language of Mr. Davis : “ Let us praise

Leif Erikson for his courage, let us applaud him

for his zeal , let us respect him for his motives, for

he was anxious to enlarge the boundaries of knowl

edge . He reached the wished-for land

‘Where now the western sun ,

O
’

er fields a nd floods ,
O

’

er every l iving Soul

Diffuseth gl a d repose .

’

He Opened to the View a broad region
,
where smil

ing
'

hope invi tes successive generations from the

Old world .

Such men as an Alexander
,
or a Tamerlane

,

conquer but to devastate countries . Discoverers add

new regions of fertil ity and beauty to those already

known .

“ And are not the hardy adventurers
,
plowing

the briny deep
,
more attractive than the troops Of

Al exander
,
or Napoleon

,
marching to conquer the

world, with plumes waving in the gentle breeze
,

and with arms glittering in the sunbeams ? Who

can tell all the benefits that discoverers confer on

mankind ?

To count them al l dema nds a thousa nd tongues,
A throa t of bras s and adamantine



WHA T SCHOLARS SAY

ABOUT THE

HISTORICAL
,
LINGUISTIC AND LITERARY VALUE

0

OF THE

SCANDINAVIAN LANGUAGES.

“ Der ar dagga pa ma st och den visa r at norr, och
i norr ar den al sk a de jord ;

j ag vill fOIj a de himmel ska Vindarna s gang, j ag v il l
styra ti l l b aka mot Nord .

— Tegner .

ENGLISH VERSION.

There ’ s th e flag on the mas t
,
a nd it points to the North,

And the North holds the land tha t I love ,
I wil l s teer ba ck to n orthwa rd , the hea ven ly course
or the winds gui ding sure from above .

”

ERY little attention has hitherto been given in
this country to the study of Scandinavian history,

languages a nd literatures. We think this branch of
study would not be so much neglected, if it were more
generally known what an extensive source of intel
lectual pleasure it affords to the scholar who is a c

qua in ted with it. We hope, therefore, to serve a good
cause by calling your attention to a few quotations from
American, English, German, a nd French scholars, who
have given much time a nd attention to the above named
subject, in order that it may be known What they, who
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may justly be considered competent to judge, say of their
importan ce .

I will a dd that I have n ot found a scholar, Who ha s
devoted himself to this field of study a nd research , that
has not at the same time become an en thus ia stic admirer
of Scandinavian a nd particularly Icelandic history, lan
guages a nd li teratures.
To scientific students it is sufficient to say, that a

knowledge of the Scandin avian languages at once intro
duces them to several writers of great eminence in the
scientific world. I will briefly mention a few.

HANS CHRISTIAN OERSTED won for himself on e of
the greatest names of the age. H is discovery, in 1820, of
electro-magnetism — the identity of electricity and mag
n e tism— wh ich he not only discovered

,
but demon

stra ted incon testably, placed him a t once in the h ighest
rank of physical ph ilosophers, a nd ha s l ed to all the
wonders of the electric telegraph . H is great work, The

Soul of Nature,
”
in which he promulgates h is grand

doctrine of the universe, abundantly repays a careful
perusal .

CARL VON LINNE (Linnaeus) is the polar star in
botany. He wa s professor at the Un iversity of Sweden ,
died in 1788, a nd is the founder of the established system
of botany. As

'

Linnaeus is the father of botany, so BER
ZELIUS might be called the father of the presen t system
of chemistry. He is one of the greatest ornamen ts of
science. He devoted h is whole l ife sedulously to the
promotion a nd extension of his favorite science, a nd to
h im is the world indebted for the discovery of many
n ew elementary principles and valuable chemical com
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narra tive ; how narrative multiplied a nd increased until
i t wa s committed to

,

writing, a nd how the written rela
tion eventually became Sifted a nd arranged in chrono
logical order.”

SAMUEL LAING, ES ! .
-
“All that men hope for of

good government a nd future improvement in their
physical a nd moral condition,— all that civilized men
enjoy at this day of civil, religious and political liberty
- the British constitution, representative legislature,
the trial by jury, security of property, freedom of mind
a nd person , the influence of public opinion over the con
duct of public affairs, the Reformation, the liberty of the
press, the spirit of the age, — all that is or has been of
value to man in modern times as a member of society,
e ither in ‘

Europe or in America, may be traced to the
spark left burning upon our shores by the Norwegian
barbarians.

“ There seem no good grounds for the favorite a nd

hackneyed course of all who have written on the origin
of the Bri tish constitution a nd trial by jury, who un

riddle a few dark phrases of
,
Tacitus concerning the

institutions of the ancient Germanic tribes, a nd trace up
to that obscure source the origin of all political in stitu
tions connected with freedom in modern Europe. In
the (Norwegian ) Sagas We find, at a period immediate ly
preceding the first traces of free institutions in our
history, the rude but very Vigorous demonstrations of
similar institutions existing in great activity among
those northern people, who were masters of the country
under Canute the Great, who for two generations before
his time had occupied a nd inhabited a very large portion
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of it, and of whom a branch underWilliam of Normandy
became its ultimate a nd permanent conquerors. It may
be more cla ssical to search in the pages of Tacitus for
allusions to the customs of the tribes wandering in his
day through the forests of Germany, which may hea r
some faint resemblance to modern institutions, or to
what we fancy our modern institutions may have been
in their infancy ; but it seems more consistent with
correct prin ciples of historic research to look for the
origin of our institutions at the nearest, not at the most
remote, source ; not at what existed years before
in the woods of Germany, among people whom we must
believe upon supposition to have been the ancestors of
the invaders from the north of the Elbe, who conque red
England, a nd must again bel ieve upon supposition, that
when this people were conquered successively by the
Danes a nd Normans, they imposed their own peculiar
institutions upon their conquerors, instead of receiving
institutions from them ; but at what actually existed,
when the first notice of assemblies for legislative pur
poses can be traced in English history among the con

querors of the country, a cognate people, long established
by previous conquests in a large portion of it, who used,
if not the same, at least a language common to both,
a nd who had no occasion to borrow, from the conquered,
institutions which were flourishing at the time in their
mother country in much greater Vigor. It is in these

(Norwegian ) Sagas, not in Tacitus, that we have to look
for the origin of the political institutions of England.

The reference of all matters to the legis la tive a ssembli es

of the p eop le is one of the most striking fa cts in the
Sagas
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The Sagas, although composed by natives of Ice
land, are properly Norwegia n li tera ture. The events,
persons, manners, language, belong to Norway; a nd they
are productions which, like the works of Homer, of
Shakespeare, a nd of Scott, a re strongly stamped with
nationality of character a nd incident .

“ A portion of that attention, which has exhausted
classic mythology, a nd which has too long dwelt in the
Pantheons of Greece a nd Rome, a nd is

'

wea ried with
fruitless efforts to learn something more, where, perhaps,
noth ing more is to be learned, may very profitably, a nd
very successfully, be directed to the vast field of Goth ic
research . For we are Goths a nd the descendants of
Goths

The men ,

Of earth ’

s best blood , of titles manifold .

’

And it well becomes us to ask, what has Zeus to do With
the Brocken, Apollo with Efi

’

ersburg, or Poseidon with
the Northern Sea ? The gods of our fathers were neither
Jupiter, nor Saturn, nor Mercury, but Odin, Brage, or
Eger. If we marvel at the pictures of heathen divinities
as painted by classical hands, let us not forget that our
ancestors had deities of their own - gods as mighty in
their attributes, as refined in their tastes, as heroic in
their doings, as the gods worsh iped in the Parthenon or
talked about in the forum .

”

M . MALLET says : “ H istory has not recorded the

annals of a people who have occasioned greater, more
sudden, or more numerous revolutions in Europe than
the Scandinavians, or whose antiquities, at the same
time, are so little

’

known . Ha d, indeed, their emigra
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nourished by a savage a nd vagabond life. While the
gentleness of the climate softened imperceptibly the fero
city oi those who settled in the South, colon ies of Egyp
tians a nd Phenicians mixing with them upon the coasts
of Greece, a nd thence passing over to those of Italy,
taught them at last to live in cities

,
to cultivate letters,

arts a nd commerce . Thus their opinions, their customs
a nd genius, were blended together, and new states were
formed upon n ew plans. Rome, in the meantime, arose
a nd at length carried all before her. In proportion as
She increased in grandeur, she forgot her ancient man
ners, a nd destroyed, among the nations whom she over
powered, the original spirit with which they were a n i

mated. But this spirit continued unaltered in the colder
countries of Europe

, a nd maintained itself there like the
independency of the inhabitants. Scarce could fifteen
or sixteen centuries produce there any change in that
spirit. There it renewed itself incessantly ; for, during
the whole Of that long interval, new adventurers issuing
continually from the original inexhaustible country,
trod upon the heels of their fathers toward the north ,
a nd, being in their turn succeeded by n ew troops of
followers, they pushed one another forward like the
waves of the sea. The northern countries, thus over
stocked, and unable any longer to contain such restless
inhabitants, equally greedy of glory a nd plunder, dis
charged a t length upon the Roman Empire the weight
that oppressed them. The barriers of the empire, i l l
defended by a people whom prosperity had enervated,
were borne down on all sides by torrents of Victorious
armies. We then see the conquerors introducing, among
the nations they vanquished, Viz., into the Very bosom
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of Slavery a nd sloth , that Spirit of independence a nd

equality, that elevation of soul, that taste for rural and
military life

,
which both the one a nd the other had

origin ally derived from the same common source, but
which were then among the Romans breathing their last.
D ispositions a nd principles so opposite, struggled long
with forces sufficiently equal , but they united in the end,
they coalesced together, a nd from their coalition sprung
those principles a nd that spirit which governed after
ward almost all the states of Europe , a nd which , not
withstanding the differen ces of climate, of religion, and
particular accidents, do visibly reign in them, a nd retain,
to this day, more or less, the traces of their first common
origin .

It is easy to see, from this Short sketch, how greatly
the n ation s of the earth have influenced the different
fates of Europe a nd if it be worth while to trace its
revolutions to their causes ; — if the illustration of its
institutions, of its pol ice,

'

of its customs, of its manners,
of its laws, be a subject of useful a nd interesting inquiry,
it must be allowed that the antiquities of the North,

that is to say, everything which tends to make us a c

qua in ted with its ancient inhabitants, meri ts a share in
the attention of thinking men . But to render this
obvious by a particular example : is it not well known
that the most flourishing a nd celebrated states of Europe
owe originally to the northern nations whatever liberty
they now enjoy, either in their constitution or in the
spirit of their government ? For although the Gothic
form of government has been almost everywhere altered
or abolished, have we not retained, in most things, the
opinions, the customs, the manners which that govern
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ment had a tendency to produce ? IS not this, in fact,
the principal source of that courage, of that aversion to
slavery

, of that empire of honor which chara cterized in
general the European nations ; a nd of that moderation,
of that easiness of access, a nd peculiar attention to the
rights of humanity, which so happily distinguish our

sovereigns from the inaccessible a nd superb tyrants of
Asia ? The immense exten t of the Roman Empire had
rendered its constitution so despotic a nd military, many
of its emperors were such ferocious monsters, its senate
wa s become so mean-Spirited a nd Vile

,
that a l l elevation

of sen timent, everything that wa s noble a nd man ly,
seems to have been forever banished from their hearts
a nd minds ; insomuch that if all Europe had received
the yoke of Rome in this her state Of debasement, this
fine part of the world reduced to the inglorious con
dition of the rest could not have avoided falling into
that kind of barbarity, which is of all others the most
in curable ; as, by making as many slaves as there are
men, it degrades them so low as not to leave them even
a thought or desire of bettering their condition . But

nature ha s long prepared a remedy for such great evils,
in that unsubmitting, unconquerable Spirit with which
she has inspired the people of the North ; a nd thus she
made amends to the human race for all the cal amities
wh ich, in other respects, the inroads of these nations
a nd the overthrow of the Roman Empire produced.

“ The great prerogative of Scandinavia (says the ad
mirable author of the Spirit Of a nd what ough t
to recommend its inhabitants beyond every people upon
earth, is, tha t they afforded the great resource to the

Baron de Mon tesquieu (L’
Esprit de Lois) .
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grow in the meadows of earth, a nd the wool on the
backs of Sheep. He lived in a credulous age, in the
dim twilight of the past. He wa s

‘ The sky-la rk in th e dawn of years,
The poe t of the morn .

’

In the vast solitudes around him, the heart of Nature
beat against his own . From the midnight gloom Of

groves, the deep-voiced pines answered the deeper
voiced a nd neighboring sea. To his ear, these were not
the voices of dead, but living things. Demons rode the
ocean like a weary steed, a nd the gigantic pines flapped
their sounding wings to smite the spirit of the storm .

“ Still wilder a nd fiercer were these influen ces of
Nature in desolate Iceland, than on the mainland of
Scandinavia. Fields of lava

, icebergs, geysers a nd vol
canoes were familiar Sights. When the long win ter
came, a nd the snowy Heckl a roared through the sunless
a ir

,
and the flames of the Northern Aurora flashed along

the Sky, like phan toms from Valhalla
,
the soul of the

poet wa s filled with images of terror a nd dismay. He

bewailed the death of Ba ldur, the sun ; a nd saw in each
eclipse the horrid form of the wolf, Ma anega rm, who

swallowed the moon a nd stained the sky with blood.

”

Professor W. FISKE, of Cornell University, who is
undoubtedly the most learned northern scholar in this
country

, who has spent several years in the Scandin avian
countries, a nd who is a n enthusiastic admirer of Iceland
a nd its Sagas, has sent me the following lines for in ser
tion in this appendix :

It is not necessary to dwell on the value of Icelandic
to those who desire to investigate the early history of the
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Teutonic race. The religious belief of our remote a n

cestors, a nd very many of their primitive lega l and social
customs, some of which still influence the daily life of
the people, find their clearest a nd often their only eluci
dation in the so-called Eddie a nd Ska ldic lays, a nd in the
Sagas. The same writings form the sole sources of

Scandinavian history before the fourteenth century, and
they not infrequently shed a welcome ray on the Obscure
annals of the British Islands, a nd of several continental
nations. They furnish, moreover, an almost un ique ex
ample Of a modern l iterature which is completely indige
nous. The Old Icelandic literature, which MOBIUS truly
characterizes as ‘

ein Phanomen vom Standpunkte der
allgemeinen Cul tur und Literaturgeschichte,’ and be

side which the literatures of all the other early Teutonic
dialects — Gothic, Old High German

,
Saxon, Frisian,

and Anglo-Saxon — are as a drop to a bucket of water,
developed itself out of the ac tual life of the people under
little or no extraneous influence. In this respect it de
serves the careful study of every student of lette rs. For
the English-speaking races especial ly there is nowhere,
so near home, a field promising to the scholar so rich
a harvest. The few translations, or attempted tra n sl a
tions, which are to be found in English, give merely
a faint idea of the treasures of antique wisdom and

Sublime poetry which exist in the Eddie lays, or of the
quaint Simpl icity, dramatic action, a nd striking realism
which Characterize the historical Sagas. Nor is the
modern literature of the language, with its rich a nd

abundant stores of folk-lore, unworthy of regard.

”

BENJAMIN LOSSING says : “ It is back to the Nor
wegian Vikings we must look for the hardiest elements
of progress in the United State s.”
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B . F . DE COSTA . Let us remember that in vindi
cating the Northmen we honor those who not on ly give
us the first knowledge possessed of the American con ti
nent

,
but to whom we a re indebted for much besides that

we esteem valuable. For we fable in a great measure
when we speak of our Saxon inheritance ; it is rather from
the Northmen that we have derived our vital energy

,
our

freedom of thought, a nd, in a measure thatwe do not yet
suspect, our strength of speech. Yet, happily, the people
are fast becoming conscious of their indebtedness ; so that
it is to be hoped that the time is not far distant when
the Northmen may be recognized in their righ t social,
political a nd literary characters, a nd at the same time,
as navigators, assume their true position in the Pre-Co

lumbia n D iscovery of America.
“ The twelfth century wa s an era of great literary

activity in Iceland, a nd the century following showed
the same zeal . Fin ally Iceland possessed a body of prose
literature superior in quantity a nd value to that of any
other modern nation of its time. Indeed, the natives of
Europe, at this period, had no prose literature in any
modern language spoken by the people.

“ Yet while other nations were without a literature,
the intellect of Iceland wa s in active exercise a nd works
were produced like the EDDAS a nd HEIMSKRINGLA,

works which, being inspired by a lofty gen ius, will rank
with the wri tings of HOMER a nd HERODOTUS while time
itself endures.”

Says SIR EDMUND HEAD, in regard to the Norwegian
literature of the twelfth century : NO doubt there were
translations in Anglo-Saxon from the Latin, by Alfred,
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to which a l l modern emotions appear puny a nd con
strained. Amid the bright sunlight of a fa r-Off time,
surrounded by the densest shadows of forgotten ages,
we come at once into the midst of gods a nd heroes, god
desses a nd fair women, giants a nd dwarfs, moving about
in a world of wonderful construction, unlike any other
worlds or creations which God has founded or man
has imagined, but still beautiful beyond conception .

“ The Icelandic poems have no parallel in a l l the
treasures of ancient literature. They are the expressions
of the souls of poets existing in the primeval a nd un

effeminated earth . They are l imn ings of men a nd women
of godlike beauty a nd endowments, full of the vigor of
simple but impetuous natures. There are gigantic pro
portions about them. There are great a nd overwhelming
tragedies in them, to which those of Greece only present
any parallels.

The Edda is a structure of that grandeur a nd im
portance that i t deserves to be far better known to us
generally than it is. The Spirit in it is sublime a nd

colossal .

PLINY MI LES. The literary history of Iceland in
the early ages of the Republic is of a most interesting
character. When we consider the limited population of
the country, and the many disadvantages under which
they labored, their li tera ture is the most rema rka ble on

record. The old Icel anders, from the tenth to the six
teen th century, through a period of the history of the
world when little inte llectual light beamed from the sur
rounding nations, were as devoted and ardent workers in
the fields of history a nd poetry as any community in the
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world under the most favorable circumstances. Spring
ing from the Old Norse or Norwegian stock

,
they carried

the language a nd habits of their ancestors with them to
their h ighland home . Though a very la rge number of
our English words are derived direct from the Icelandic,
yet the most learn ed a nd indefatigable of our lexicog
raphers, both in England a nd America, have a cknowl

edged their ignora n ce of this language .

“ The Eddas abound in mythological machinery to
an extent quite equal to the writings of Homer and
Virgil .”

The learned German writer SCHLEGEL, in his “ ES

thetics and Miscellaneous Works, says : If any monu
men t of the primitive northern world deserves a place
amongst the earlier remains of the South , the Icelandic
Edda

‘

must be deemed worthy of that distinction . The

spiri tual veneration for Nature, to which the sensual
Greek wa s an entire stranger, gushes forth in the mys
terious language a nd prophetic traditions of the North
ern Edda with a full tide of enthusiasm a nd inspiration
sufli cien t to endure for centuries, a nd to supply a whole
race of future bards a nd poets with a precious a nd a n i

mating elix ir. The vivid delineations, the rich , glowing
abundance a nd animation of the Homeric pictures of
the world, a re not more decidedly superior to the m isty
scenes a nd shadowy forms of Ossian , tha n the Northern

Edda is in i ts subl imi ty to the works of Hesiod.

”

PROF. DR . DEITRICH asserts that the Scandinavian
literature is extra ordina r i ly rich in all kinds Ofwritings.

”

HON . GEORGE P. MARSH . It must suffice to re

mark that, in the Opinion of those most competent to
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judge, the Icelandic literature has never been surpassed,
if equaled, in all that gives value to that portion of h is
tory which consists of spirited delineations of character
a nd faithful a nd lively pictures of events among nations
in a rude state of society.

That the study of the Old Northern tongue may
have an important bearing on English gra mmar a nd

etymology, will be Obvious, when it is known that the
Icelandic is most closely allied to the Anglo-Saxon , of
which so few monumen ts are extant ; a nd a Slight
examinat ion of i ts structure a nd remarkable syntactical
character will satisfy the reader that i t may well deserve
the attention of the philologist.

The excellent writer, CHARLES L . BRACE, in speak
ing of Iceland, says :

“ The Congress, or ‘Al thing,
’ of

the Icelanders, had many of the best political features
which have distinguished parliamentary government in
all branches of the Teutonic race since . Every free
holder voted in it, a nd its decisions governed all inferior
courts. It tried the lesser magistrates, a nd chose the
presiding Officers of the colony.

To this remote island ( Iceland) came, too, that re
markable profession , who were at once the poets, his
toria n s, genealogists a nd moralists of the Norse race,
the Skalds. These men , before writing wa s much in
use, handed down by memory, in familiar a nd Often
alliterative poetry, the names a nd deeds of the brave
Norsemen , the ir victories on every coast of Europe,
their h istories a nd passions, a nd wild deaths, their
family ties, a nd the boundaries of their possessions,
their adventures a nd voyages, a nd even their l aw a nd
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dissolute Pantheon, with gods revelling eternally in
earthly vices, a nd the evils a nd wrongs Of humanity
continued forever. Even the ghosts of the Northmen
have the muscle of the race ; they are no pale shadows
flitting through the Orcus. The dead fight a nd eat with
the vigor of the living. But there comes a dread time
when destiny overtakes all, both huma n a nd divine
beings, a nd the universe with its evil a nd wrong must
perish (Ragna rokr) . Yet even the crack of doom finds
not the Norsemen timid or fearing. Gods a nd men die
in the heat of the conflict ; and there survives alone,
Baldur, the ‘ God of Love,

’
who Shall create a n ew

heaven and a n ew earth .

It is from Iceland that we get the wonderful poetic
and mythologic collections of the E lder a nd Younger
Eddas. In this remote island the original Norse lan
guage wa s preserved more purely than it wa s in Norway
or Denmark , a nd the Icelandic literature shed a flood of
light over a dark a nd barbarous age. Even n ow the
modern Icelanders can read or repeat their most ancient
Sagas with but little change of dialect.

“ But to an Ameri ca n , one of the most interesting
gifts of Iceland to the world is the record of the dis
covery of Northern America by Icelandic rovers (P) near
the year 1000.

“We think few schol ars can carefully read these Sagas,
and the accompanying in regard to Greenland, without
a conviction that the Icelandic a nd Norwegian Vikings
did a t that early period discover a nd land on the coast
of our eastern States. The shortest winter
day is stated with such precision as to fix the lati
tude near the coast of Massachusetts a nd Rhode Island.



THE SCANDINAVIAN LANGUAGES. 115

Iceland, then, has the honor of having discovered
America.

“ That volcanic-raised island, with its mountains of
ice and valleys of lava a nd ashes, has played no mean
part in the world’s history.

- 0hr istia n Un ion , Ju ly 15 ,

1874.

The famous GEORGE STEPHENS, in his el aborate work
on “ Runic Monuments

,

” having discussed the impor
tance of studying the Scandinavian languages in order
that many of our fine Ol d roots may again creep into
circulation, says : Let us (the English) study the Scan
din avia n languages, a nd ennoble a nd restore our mother
tongue. Let the Scandinavians study Old English as
well as their own ancien t records, give upmere provincial
views, a nd mel t their various dialects into one shining,
rich , sweet a nd manly speech, as we have done in Eng
land. Their H igh Northern Shall then live forever, the
home language of e ight millions of hardy freemen, our
brothers in the east sea, our Warings a nd Guardsmen
against the grasping clutches of the modern Hun a nd

the modern Vandal . The time may come when the
kingdom of Ca nute may be restored in a nobler Shape,
when the bands of Sea -kings shall rally round one
Northern Union standard, when one scep ter Shall sway
the seas a nd coasts of our forefathers from the Thames
to the North Cape, from Finland to the Eider.

We have watered our mother tongue long enough
wi th

‘

ba sta rd Latin ; l et us now brace a nd steel it wi th
the life-water of our own sweet a nd Soft a nd rich a nd
Shining a nd clear ringing a nd manly a nd world-ranging,
ever dearest ENGLISH ! ”
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In his preface to h is Icelandic grammar, Dr. G . W.

DASENT says : Putting aside the study of Old Norse
for the sake of its magn ificent literature, a nd consider
ing it merely as an accessory help for the English student,
we shall find it Of immense advantage, not only in trac
ing the rise ofwords a nd idioms, but still more in clear
ing up many dark points in our early history ; in fact,
so highly do I value it in this respect, that I cannot
imagine it possible to write a satisfactory history of the
Anglo-Saxon period without a thorough knowledge of
the Old Norse literature.

DR . DASENT, in his introduction to Clea sby
’
s and

Vigfusson
’
s Icelandic D ictionary, says of Iceland : “ No

other country in Europe possesses an ancient vernacular
to be compared with this.” And again : “ Whether in
a literary or in a phi lological point of view, no literature
in Europe in the middle ages ca n compete in interest
with that of Iceland. It is not certainly in forma p a u

p eris that she appears at the tribunal of learning.

” In
another place he remarks : In it (the D ictionary) the
English student n ow possesses a key to that rich store of
knowledge wh ich the early literature of Iceland possesses.
He may read the Eddas a nd Sagas, which contain sources
of delight a nd treasures of learning such as no other
language but that of Iceland possesses.”

The distinguished German scholar, ETTMULLER, in
comparing the literature of the Anglo-Saxons with that
of the Icelanders, says : “ Neither the Goths, nor the
Germans, nor the French, can be compared with the

Anglo-Saxons in the cul tivation of letters. By the Sca n
din a vi a ns a lone, they are not only equaled, but also sur
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best — and worst ; Alfred de Musse t is dead, and Victor
Hugo is turned politician . Grillparzer is still a mystery,
thanks partly to the darken ing medium of Carlyle ’s
hostile criticism . From the ashes of Teutonic tran
scenden ta l ism rises Wagner l ike a Phoenix,— a bird too
uncommon for ordinary comprehension, but to a l l in

tents a nd purposes an anomaly at best. One tires of
anomalies, one sickens of poli tics, one shudders at the
petticoat literature first created atWeimar a nd looking
east a nd west, ranging with a true invalid

’s hunger the
literary horizon , one searches for something more natu
ral, for some form of indigenous a nd unadorned love
l iness, wherewith to fleet the time pleasantly, as they
did in the golden world.

“ That something may be found Without traveling
very far. Turn northward, in the footsteps of Teufels
drochk, traversing the great valleys of Scandinavia, a nd
not halting until

,
l ike the philosopher, you look upon

‘ that slowly heaving Polar Ocean , over which 111 the
utmost north the great sun hangs l ow.

’

! uiet a nd peace
ful l ies Norway , yet as in the world’s morning. The

flocks of summer tourists alight upon her shores, and

scatter themselves to their numberless stations
,
without

disturbing the peaceful seren ity of her social l ife .

The government is a virtual democracy, such as would
gladden the heart of Gambetta

,
the Swedish monarch ’s

rule over Norway being merely titular. There are no
hereditary nobles . There is no ‘ gag ’ on the press.
Science a nd poetry alike flourish on this free soil . The

science is grand as Nature herself, cosmic as well as
microscopic. The poetry is fresh, light, a nd pellucid,
worthy of the race, a nd altogether free from Parisian
taint.”
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“ BJORNSTJERNE BJORNSON ,

*
on e of the most emi

nent of living Norwegian authors, is something more
than even the finest pastoral taleteller of this generation .

He is a dramatist of extraordinary power. He does not
possess the power of imaginative fancy shown by Werge

land ’y (in such pieces as Ja n va n Huysums B lomster

styhke) , nor Welhaven
’
si

’ refinement of phrase, nor the
wild, melodious abandon of his greatest rival, the author
of P eer but, to my thinking at least, he stands
as a poet in a far higher rank than any of these writers.

In more than one respect, particularly in the loose,
disjointed structure of the piece, ‘S igurcl S lembe

’
re

minds one of Goethe’s Goetz,
’ but it deals with materials

far harder to assimilate, and is on the whole a finer
picture Of romantic manners. Audh ild (a prominent
character in ‘ Sigurd S lembe

’

) is a creation worthy of
Goethe at his best ; worthy, in my opinion, to rank with
Ol aerchen , Marguerite a nd M ignon as a masterpiece of
delicate characterization . And here I may observe, inci
dentally, that Bjornson excels in his pictures of delicate

BJORNSTJERNE BJORN SON wa s born in 1832 ; h a s written severa l novels,
drama s a nd epic poems.

“ S igurd S lembe
” i s a drama , published in 1863, of

which Robert Buchana n sa ys : It i s, besides be ing a ma sterpiece by i ts
author, a drama of which a ny l iving European author might b e justly proud.”
Severa l of h i s novels , in cluding “ Arn e ,” “ A Ha ppy Boy ,

"“ Th e Fisher
ma iden ,

” ha ve been tra n sl a ted in to English .

“
r HENRIK ARNOLD WERGELAND wa s born in 1808 , a nd died in 1845. He is

th e B yron of th e North . H is works comprise n in e ponderous vo lumes . He

exce lled in lyrics .

:t JOHN SEBAST IAN WELHAVEN ,
born in 1807, died in 1873. Rema rkable for

th e e lega n ce a nd cha sten ess of h is style . NO poet h a s more beautiful ly and
correctly de scribed th e n a tura l scen ery of Norwa y.

11Th e author of “ Peer Gyut
” i s HENRIK IB SEN , born in 1828 . Wa s en

gaged by Ol e Bull a s in structor a t the thea tre in Bergen
,
which position h e

occupied six yea rs . He h a s written severa l drama tic works , chiefly of a

polemic a n d exceedingly sa tirica l n a ture . Ma ny of h is coun trymen prefer
Ib sen to Bjornson . His la st work is “ K eiser 0g Ga l ilozer .

”
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feminine types, — a proof, if proof were wan ting, that he
is worthy to take rank with the highest class Of poetic
creators.

I might add to the above quota tions from Max Mul
ler, the brothers Grimm a nd many other eminent writers ;
but in the first place this article is long enough , and in
the next place the works of the last named authors are
accessible to all who may wish to investigate this sub

ject further. Myobject has been to Show that, in the
opinion of those who have studied the subject, the North
has a h istory, language and literature deserving a nd

amply rewarding some attention from American stu

dents. Of the good or il l performance of this task the
reader, whom I earnestly request carefully to consider
the contents of these pages, must be the judge.
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N ouv e l l e s a nna l e s d e s v oy age s . Pa ris, 1831. 2d ser. , 21

53—68. H . Recherches sur l e pa ys de Fou Sa ng ; pa r H : J . von

Kl a proth .

G ive s th e story of the Chin e se pries t in ful l, w ith a cha rt . He thinks it
im ossib le tha t Fou Sa ng wa s a pa rt of America , a nd give s his re a son s a t con
si era bl e length .
D upa ix , Guil l a ume . Antiquités mexica ines. Pa ris

,
1834. 1

119—136. BA. Recherches sur l es a ntiquités de l ’Amérique du
Nord et de l ’Amérique du Sud , pa r D : Ba il ie Wa rden .

A long discussion of th e Chin ese c la im . Fa vorable .

N ipon o da i itsi ra n . [A Fren ch tra n sl a tion , by I : Tetsingh ,
under the title of “Ann al es des em ereurs du Ja pon

, with a n
“Apercu de l

’

histoire mythologique u Ja pon ”by H : Jul ius von
Kl a proth . Pa ris

,
1834. pp . iv- ix .

Kla proth here discus se s quite fully th e c la im of De Guign e s, and thinks
tha t the re is no truth in the story .

H umbol dt
,
F : H : Al exa nder von . Examen critique de l

’bis
toire de l a géogra phie du nouvea u contin ent . Pa ris, 1837. 2 :62
84. H .

Humboldt discusse s ver comp le te ly the que stion of th e discovery of
America by th e Chin e se . e gra n ts tha t the monumen ts, divis ion s of time

a nd seve ra l myths of th e former inha bita n ts of America offe r a s triking a n a l
ogy to the customs of e a stern Asia , but ye t a s se rts tha t De Guign e s i s mi s
ta ken in a nnouncing tha t the Chin e se ha ve known of Am e rica s i n ce th e fifth
cen tury of our era . He re fers, in support of h is po sition , to the a rtic le by .

Klaproth.
N euma n n

, F : K : (A tra ct written in 1841, in Germa n ,
on the

discovery of America .) An Engl ish tra n sl a tion ,
by C : G . Lel a nd ,

publ ished in “ The K n ic erbocker, New York , 1850, 36: 301—320 ,
under the title of Ca l iforn ia a nd Mex ico l n the fifth cen tury.

”
H .

Make s severa l rema rks a bou t America in the fifth cen tur
y
, taking.

a s h is
a uthoritie s the Chin e se hi s torie s which con ta in re fe rence s to a nd i ch h e
thinks to b e a pa rt of Am e ric a . This book con ta in s , among other things, the
a ccoun t of Hoei Shin , in which th e a uthor ful ly be lieve s .

C o l ombo, Cristoforo . Select letters ; edited
By

R : H : Ma jor.

(Hakluyt Society. ) London , 1847. pp . xi—xii .

Th e in troduction , by R . H : Ma jor, gi ve s th e a ccoun t of the Chin e se pries t,with th e n ames of th e chie f writers upon the subj ect.

Riv e ra
,
Ma ria no E : , a nd T schudi , J : Jakob von . Peruv ia n

a ntiquities . [An Engl ish tra nsl a tion . N Y 1853. pp . 16—17. BR ]
Spe aks of the Ch in e se cla im ,

which he rega rds a s proba ble .

Domen e ch
, Em l ’a bbe

’

. Se ven yea rs
’
residence in the grea t

deserts of North America . London , 1860 . 1: 50—52. BP .
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Speaks of the c la im of th e Chin e se, and says tha t Fusa ng h a s be en provedby Pa ra vey to b e Mexico .

B ra sseur d e B ourbourg, C : Etienne , l
’
a bbe

'

. Popol Vuh . Pa ris,
1861. pp . xxxix- xl i . H .

Favorable .

C on tin en t a l mon thl y . N.Y . a nd Boston ,
1862, April , pp .

391—392, a nd May, pp . 530—534. H . The Chinese discovery of

Mexico in the fifth cen tury, by C : G . Lel a nd .

G ive s the a ccoun t of th e Buddhist priest, a nd expre sse s the Opin ion tha t
th e story is true , a nd tha t h e visited Mexico .

R ev ue a rcheo l ogique . Pa ris, 1864—65. n .s . , 10 : 188—201,
370—385 ; 11: 42—49, 273—292. H .

In th is a rticle , by Gustave d ’

E i ch th a l , th e ue stion of the Chin e se is di s
cussed very fully . In th e firs t pa rt th e a rticle of e Guign e s , which d ’Eichtha l
con s ide rs con c lus ive , i s a n a lyzed ; the second tre a ts of the ma nn er in which
Buddhi sm i s modified and propa ga ted ; the third give s a ré sumé of the ob se r
va tion s of Humbo ldt on th e civi hz a tion of As ia a n d America ; a n d th e fourthtrea ts of the pre sen ce of Buddhism among th e North America n Indian s .

G en tl em a n
’
s ma ga zin e . London , 1869. n . s . , 3 : 333—335. H .

The discovery of America by the Chin ese , by C : We l l es.

Ra ise s th e que stion whe ther th e Chin e se did not discoverAmerica be fore
Co lumbus . He give s the a ccoun t of Hoei -Shin , wh ich h e se ems to be l ieve .

This a rtic l e w a s reprinted in th e H istorica l ma ga zin e ,”Morri sa n i a , 1869, 2d
s . , 11: 220

—221.

N ote s a n d queri e s on C h in a a n d J apa n . Hong Kong,
1869—70. BP .

Y . J. N . , 3 : 58 , sa ys h e h a s se en in a home paper tha t Neuma nn h a s found
tha t some Buddhist prie sts ha ve discovere d America . The wri te r begs to
submit it to furthe r en qu iry . Theos . Sampson , 3 : 78-79, a ttempts to Show tha t
th e Buddhis t prie st did not di scover Ame rica . S . , 4 : 19, s a ys tha t M . Le’ on de
Rosny a sse rts tha t in Fusa n de e r a nd copper a re found . The writer a rgue s
from this tha t Fusang must e in the Arctic region s of America .

C hin e se r e c ord er a n d mission a ry jour n a l . Fouchow, Oct . ,
1870 . Fusa ng, or who discovered America , byE . Bretschn eider . H .

A very le a rn ed a nd exha ustive a rticle fa vorable to the Chin e se c la im .

Reprinte d in Le la nd ’ s Fusa ng .

”

R osny , Léon de . Va riétés orien ta les . Pa ris, 1872. p . 80 . H .

A brie f de scription of Fusang i s here given .

G a l a x y . N .Y . ,
1875. 20 : 512—514. II . Cla ims to the dis

covery of America , by J : T . Short .
Discusse s a t con side ra bl e length th e Chin e se cla im, a nd a dds, “We a re

more di spose d to give creden ce to th e theory tha t th e Chin e se discove red
Am e rica a t a ve ry e a rly da tha n to a tta ch much importan ce to th e pa rticula r
accoun t of tha t di scovery y Hoe i -Shi n .

”
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L e l a nd
, C : G Fusa ng, or the discovery of America by Chinese

Buddhist priests In the fifth cen tury. London ,
1875. BP .

Con ten ts . Pre fa c e ; Memo ir of Prof. C : F : Neumann ; Na rra tive of Hoe i

Shin , w i th con ten ts by Prof . Neum a nn ; Rema rks on th e text of Prof. N eu

ma nn ; Le tte r from Co l . B a rc la y Ken n on on th e n a viga tion of the North
Pa cific Oce a n ; America n a n tiquitie s, w ith the ir re la tion s to th e Old World ;Advoca te s a n d o pon en ts of th e n a rra tive of Hoe i -Shin ; La te st discuss ion of
Fusa ng ; Appen 1x ; In dex .

Th e n a rra tive of Hoei -Shin he re given i s a tra n sla tion of Neuma nn
‘

s

work . The lette r from Co l Kennon expre sse s th e opin ion tha t th e a lleged
voya ge of the B uddhis t pri e s t is e a si ly pra c tic a ble . Le la nd Spe aks of the
s imi l a ri t

y)
b e tw een th e Da kota a nd As ia tic la ngua e s, a nd thinks this shows

tha t th e a kota tribe came origin a l ly from As ia . e doe s n ot think tha t th e
Buddhist ri e st came in con ta c t with th e Mound -Builders, but be lieve s tha t
h e vis i ted exi co . This book con ta in s a ve ry comp le te summa ry of th e views
of diffe ren t writers.

C ongre
’

s In tern a tion a l d e s Ame
’

ric a n i st a s . Compte
-rendu

de l a 1e session . Na ncy a nd Pa ris, 1875 . 1: 114—163. BP .

In th is a rticle , by Lucien Adam, th e qu e stion of th e Chin e se c la im i s
tre a ted a t con side ra ble le ngth, w ith the a dvoca te s of which c la im the write r
a gre e

d
S

Ci g
map of the route of the Chin e s e a nd engra vings of some b a s -re lie fs

a re a e

B ry a n t , W : Cul l en , a nd G ay , Sidn ey Howa rd . Popul a r h is
tory of the Un ited Sta tes . N.Y. ,

1876. —87. H .

G ive s th e a ccoun t of the Buddhis t prie st, refe rring to Humboldt a n d
Le land a s h i s a u thoritie s Afte r discus sing briefly th e probability tha t th e
story i s true , he sa ys tha t i t i s too indefin ite .

B a n c roft
,
Hubert Howe . The na tive ra ces of the Pa cific sta tes

of North America . N.Y . , 1876. 5 : 33—37. H .

Th e a ccoun t of Hoe i -Shin i s he re given in full , with the authoritie s u

pp
u

which it re sts . Th e a uthor does no t expre ss a ny opin ion on th e subj ect, ut

give s quota tion s from some of i ts supporters a nd opponen ts .

Short , J : T. The North America n s of a n tiquity. N.Y 1879.

pp . 148—151. H .

Same vi ews a s those expre ssed by the a uthor in th e Ga la xy ,”1875.

W i l l i ams
, S : We l ls . Not ices of Eu-sa ng a nd other coun tries

lying ea st of Chin a , in the Pa cific Ocea n . New Ha ven ,
1881.

Unfa vorable : written to con trove rt Le la nd’ s public a tion s ; con ta in s tran s
l a tion s from th e a n tiqua ria n re se a rche s of M a Twa n -l in , in th e 13th a n d 14th
ce n turie s , but iden tifie s h is “ Eu -sa ng ” w ith th e “ Loo -choo Is la nds ra the r
tha n with Americ a . This a rti c le w a s a lso published in the “Journa l of the
America n Orienta l Society,” v . 11, 1881.

II. DISCOVERY BY THE NORTHMEN.

A d amus B remens is. Gesta Hamma burgen sis Ecc l esia e Pontifi

cum. Written in 1075. [Publ ished a t Hamburg, 1846, in v . 7 of

Pertz,
“ Monumen ta Germa n ia e historica , ca p. 247. H .]
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tion ,
under the t itl e of “ Description of the Prov ince of New

Sweden ,

”by P : S . du Poncea u . Phil a . ,
1834. pp . 28—31. H ]

G ive s briefly th e a ccoun t of th e Northmen , which the a uthor is inc lin ed
to be lieve .

Torfaeus, Thormodus . H istoria Vin l a ndia e a nt iqua e . Ha vn ia e ,
1705. H .

Con ta in s a com le te history of th e discove ry of Vin la nd, a s ta ken from
MSS . found in th e ib ra rie s of th e North . The a uthor do e s not a ttemp t to
iden tify th e pla ce s , excep t tha t Vin la nd w a s in North Ame rica .

Torfa us
,
Thormodus . Gron l a ndia a n tiqua . H a vn ia e , 1706.

[An edition ,
Ha vn ia e , 1715 . Cha p . 3 : 16—17. B P . ]

G ive s the following extra c t from Ari z—“ Inde co l l igi pote s t, id genus
en tem i l l ic perme a sse , qua e V in l and i am inco luit , quam G ra en l a ndi Skra e
ingia a ppe l la n t .”

M a l l et
,
Pa ul H : Introduction a l

’

h istoire de Da nuema rc .

Copenhagen ,
1755 [An Engl ish tra nsl a t l on , under the titl e of

Northern a n tiqu1ties,
” v . 1: ch . 11. H ]

After discussin a t con s idera ble length the discove ry of America , h e sa ys ,
There can b e n o oub t but tha t the Norwegia n G re en la nde rs discove red the
America n con tin e nt ; tha t the pla ce whe re they s e ttled wa s e ithe r the coun try
of La bra dor or Newfoundla nd, a nd tha t the ir colony subs iste d the re a good
while .

”
In a n edition by J . A . B la ckwe l l

,
Lon don , 1847, p 244—276, the

“An tiquita te s Ame ricanae h a s be en ma de use of, a nd much a dition a l infor

ma tion i s given .

C ra n t z
,
D : Historie von Gron l a nd . Ba rby

,
1765. [An Eng

l ish tra n sla t ion . London , 1767. 1: 241—257. BP .]
“ ’
Tis probable tha t those Indian s a t pre sen t a bou t Newfoun dla n d, who

a re so ve ry differen t in the ir Shape a n d mann er of living from th e o the r
America n s , may b e de scen ded from the Northmen .

”

Schoni ng,
'

Gerha rd . Norges Riges h istorie . Soroe , 1769.

[An edition publ ished by P : F : Suhm. K jObenha vn ,
1781. 3

414—423. H ]
G ive s the discove ry of Vin l an d a t con siderable length, a nd be l ieve s it to

b e a pa rt of America .

F ra nk l in
, B : Letter to Mr . Ma ther, July 7, 1773. (In his

Works, ed . by Ja red Spa rks , Boston ,
1839. 8 : 68—69. H . )

Sa ys tha t Ka lm , about 25 ye a rs since , drew u a note of th e discove ry of
Ame rica by th e Northmen , a nd ga ve it to him . ra nk l in a dds tha t “ th e c ir
cumst a nce s give th e a ccoun t a gre a t a ppe a ra nce of a uthen tic ity .

” He thinks ,
too , tha t the coun try they vis ited wa s southwa rd of N ew Engla n d .
Burn e t

,
James [Lord Monboddo] . Of the origin a nd progress

of: la nguage . Edin . , 1773. [2d ed . Edin . 1774. pp . 590—591,
note. If.

F a vora ble .
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R obe rtson , W : History of America . London , 1777. 1: 438
—439. H

In no te xvii, Robe rtson confe sse s hi s in abi l ity to examine the li te ra ture
of the North , a nd doubts the truth of the story ; but thinks , tha t , if the Nor
wegia n s la nded in America a t a l l , they proba bly did so a t Newfoun dla nd .

Sprenge l , Ma tthia s Christia n . Geschichte der Europaer in

Nordamerika . Leipzig, 1782. pp . 129—136. H .

Favora ble ; thinks they wen t a s fa r south as North Ca rolina .

F i l son
,
J : The discovery, sett lemen t , a nd present sta te of

K efl tucky . Wilmington , 1784. pp . 94—95 . I] .

Here the a uthor men tion s tha t th e Da n es a re recorded to ha ve discovered
a la nd ca l led Vin la nd ; h e a dds , Th e rema in s of this colony a re proba bly to
b e found on th e co a st of La bra dor.

F orster
,
J : Reinh oldt . Geschichte der Entdeckungen und

Sch ifiahrten im Norden . Fra nkfurt , 1784. [An Engl ish tran s

l a t ion ,
under the t itl e of “ History of voya ges a nd disco veries in

the North .

” London ,
1786. pp . 44- 88. H ]

Forster ives the a ccoun t of th e Northmen , a nd thinks tha t Vin land wa s
in Newfoun lan d or on the coa st north of the St . Lawrence .

P e nn a n t, T : In troduction to the Arctic zotilogy. London ,

1787. [2d ed . , London ,
1792. pp . 264—265. H .]

Fa vorable .

Americ a n musa eum . Phil a . , 1789. 6: 159—162. H . Ac

coun ts of the discovery of Vinl a nd
,
or America ,

by the Ice la nd
ers

,
in the 11th century, ta ken from Ma l l et

’

s Northern a n tiquities,
volume 1.

A tran s la tion of a pa rt ' of the a ccoun t given by Ma l le t . It wa s to ha ve
been con tinued

,
but a ppa ren tly wa s not .

B e lkn a p, Jeremy. America n biogra phy. Boston , 1794. 1

47—58 . H .

B e lkn a p take s h is a ccoun t en tire ly from Pon toppidan , Cra n tz a nd Fors
te r. Hi s opin ion i s :

“
Though we can come to n o positive con clusion in a

que stion of such a n tiquity, ye t the re a re ma ny c ircumsta n ce s to con firm,
and

non e to disprove
,
the re la tion given of th e voya ge s of B iron .

”

n ers
,
H : P : von . Ueber die wa hre l age des a lten Ostgron

l a nds . K iel
,
1794. pp . 84—96. H .

Un certa in .

F ri tsch , J : Gottlob . Disputa tio historico
-

geographica in qua
qua eritur utrum veteres Americam noverint necne . Cur . Regn1t . ,

1796. pp . 17—21. H

Con ta in s a brie f a ccoun t of th e discovery of America by th e Northmen .
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The a uthor be lieve s tha t th e story i s true , a nd thinks th a t they la nded inCa n ada or Ca ro lina .

B ouch e r d e l a Ri ch a rd eri e
, Gil l es . Bibl iotheque un iverse l l e

des voyages. Pa ris
,
1808 . 1: 43—51. H

G ive s a pa rtia l bibliogra phy of the discoverie s of th e Northmen
,
w ith a

brie f a ccoun t of the discove ry of Vin la n d.
Ann a l e s d e s v oy a ge s . Pa ris, 1810. 10 : 50—87. H . Ta bl eau

h istorique des découvertes géogra phiques des Sca ndin a ves ou Nor
ma nds, pa r Ma l te-Brun .

In fa vor of th e discovery of America by the Northmen . Con ta in s a n

exa c t copy of the ma p of th e Zeno brothers , w ith on e show ing th e d iscov
crie s of the Northmen .

W il l i amson , Hugh . H istory of North Ca rol ina . Phil a . , 1812 .

1: 4—8, 213—215 . H .

Spe aks of th e discovery of America by the Northmen a s a n e sta blished
fa ct, a nd give s th e a ccount a t some len gth, re ferring to Ma lle t a nd Torfaeus .

Pink erton , J . A genera l col l ection of the best a nd most in ter

esting voyages a nd tra vel s In a l l pa rts of the world . London ,
1814.

17 : xx i i i—xx i v .
The Northmen discovered Vin lan d, which seems to ha ve be en a pa rt of

Newfoundla nd .

”

M cC ul l ock
, James H . Resea rches on America . Ba l timore ,

1816. pp . 8—11. BP .

Unfa vorable .

M ii l l er , P : Era smus. Saga bib l iothek . Co

pe
nhaggen ,

1816—20.

[A Germa n tra nsl a tion of the first p
,

a rt by a chma nn ,
Berl in ,

1816, en titl ed “ Sagenbib l iothek (l es ska ndin a vischen Alterthums

in Ausziigen .

” pp . 213—215. H

H ere is given a syn opsis of th e Saga of Erik th e Red a n d Thorfinn Ka rls
e fne , wh ich M ii l l er sa ys is not o lde r than th e 14th cen tury . Referen ces a re

a lso given to other Saga s which men tion the discovery of Vin land .

M a l ta -B ra n
, Conra d . Préc is de l a géogra phie un iversel le .

Pa ris, 1817. p . 224. H .

Fa vorable .

Sv e a . Upsa l a , 1818. 1: 197- 226. Om Ska ndinavernes Fordna
Upptacktsresor til l Nordamerica , ved J : H : SchrOder . BP .

Tre a ts of the discovery of Vin la nd , which he be lieves to ha ve be en a pa rt
of North Americ a .

B a rrow , S ir J . Chronologica l history of voyages to the Arctic
Regions . London , 1818 . pp . 1 13. H .

B e lieves tha t Vin lan d wa s e ithe r Labra dor or Newfoundland .
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L e sl i e , J Jame son , Robert , a nd M urray ,
Hugh . Na rra tive

of discovery a nd a dventures in the Pol a r Sea s a nd Region s . N .

Y. ,
1833. p . 87. H .

Men tion s ca sua lly tha t “ during the 11th cen tury cha n ce or en te rise l ed
G re en la nd n a vi a tore southwa rd to an other co a s t

,
which they ca l ed V in

la n d, a nd which a s be en ve ry gen e ra l ly be lieved to b e Am e rica .

”
The y s a yfurther, tha t a fte r a ca reful examin a tion of the a uthoritie s on which this

opin ion re sts , they have be en l ed to s

up
pos e tha t th e n ew country wa s

me re ly a more southern po in t of Gre en l a n
P ri e st

,
Josia h . America n a n tiquities, a nd discoveries in the

West . Alba ny, 1833. pp . 224—240 . H .

Fa vorable .

D upa ix , Guil l a ume . Antiquité s mexica ines . Pa ris
,
1834. vol .

1
,
no . 9. pp . 48—49. BA .

A fa vorable a rticle , by Fra ncois Cha rle s Fa rcy .

D upa ix , Guil l a ume . An tiquités mexica ines . Recherches sur

les a n tiquités de l
’

Amé rique du Nord et de l ’Amé rique du Sud , pa r
D : Ba il ie Wa rden . Pa ris, 1834. 1: pp . 146—154. BA .

Fa vorable .

B a n croft, Hon . G : History of the Un ited Sta tes. Boston ,

1834.
—6. H .

B an croft men tion s th e cl a ims of the Northmen
,
a nd
g
ive s a list of the

chie f works which support the se cla ims , but con siders t e whole s tory a s

va gue , a s we l l a s fictitiou s or ex aggera ted .

R afin e sque , Consta ntine Sma ltz. The America n na tion s.

Phila . , 1836. —281. H .

Fa vorable .

H umbo l dt , F : H : Alexa nder von . Examen eriti ue de l
’bis

to ire de l a géogra phie du nouvea u cont inen t . Pa ris, 1 37. 1: 84
104. H .

Humboldt give s a syn opsis of the evidence con ta in ed in the Ice landic
Saga s , a n d a sserts wi th gre a t confiden ce tha t th e Northmen discove re d
Ame rica : he a lso be l ieve s tha t th e pa rts which they visited were be twe en
N ew York a nd Newfoundla n d .

K onge l ige N ordi sk e Ol dskrift Se l sk a b . An t i uita tes Ameri

ca na e , sive Scri tores Septen triona l es rerum An te olumb ia n a rum
in America . a vn ia e

,
1837. H .

Con tents . Pra efa tio ; Con spectus codicum memb ran eorum in n iba s
terra rum Ameri can a rum men tio fit ; Abstra c t of the his tori ca l evi en ce ;Na rra tion e s de B iriko Rufo e t G ra en l a n d is ; H istoria Thorfinn i K a rl sefn ii e t

Snorri i Thorb ra ndi fil i i ; B reviore s re la tion e s ; Anno ta tion e s geograph ic a e ;Addenda e t emen da nd a ; Index ch ronologicus ; Index person a rum ; Index
geographicus ; Index rerum ; G en ea logia s ; Pla tes.
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Th e obj ect wa s to prove tha t th e Northmen discovered Ame rica , a nd the
a ccoun t of the ir discoverie s i s given in ful l, a s foun d in the m a nu scripts of

t he North . The suppose d rema in s of th e Northmen in this coun try a re a lso
discussed a t length . Among th e pla te s a re fa c -s imile s of pa rts of th e a ncien t
manuscripts , vi ews of th e D ighton Rock, a nd ma ps of Ice la nd a nd Vin la nd .

D emoc ra ti c rev i ew . Wa sh . ,
1838. 2 : 85—96, 143—158. H .

The discovery of America by the Northmen ,
byA l exa nder Everett .

The hi storica l eviden ce i s con side red, and th e differen t Opin ion s on th e
subj e ct a re discussed . Th e a uthor is in doubt a bout the Dighton Rock, a ndbe l ieve s tha t the Northmen se ttled in Ma ssa chusetts an d Rhode Isla nd .
F ore ign qua rt e rl y r e v iew . London , 1838. 21: 89—118 . H .

The discovery of America by the Northmen ,
before Columbus.

This a rtic le i s much the same a s tha t in the Democra tic review,”but is
a t gre a te r length , a nd th e writer spe a ks of the discoverie s of the Northmen

a s a certa inty .

N orth Ameri c a n rev i ew . Boston ,
1838 . 46: 161- 203. H .

The discovery ofAmerica n by the Northmen ,
by E : Everett .

The write r here di scusse s a t con side ra ble length th e probabil ity of th e
discove ry, a s we l l a s the a uthen tic ity of the a ccounts , a nd rema rks, “ Wh ile
w e a re dec idedly of Opin ion tha t the a n cien t Ice la ndic a ccoun ts , to which w eha ve ca lled the a ttention of our re ade rs , ha ve a founda tion in historica l truth ,
a nd tha t th e coa st of North America , a nd ve ry ossibly thi s ort ion of it, wa svi sited by th e Northme n , we de em it exce eding y doubtful w e the r they ma de
a ny pe rma n en t se ttlemen t on the con tinen t .”

N ew York rev i ew . N . Y. , 1838. 2 : 352—357. BP .

The “An tiqui ta te s Ame rica n as ” is reviewed , a nd the who le ue stion is
discus sed , the chie f writers on the subj e ct be ing referred to he write r
fully be l ieve s tha t the Northmen discove red Ame ri ca ,

but is in clin ed to thin k
tha t the Ol d Mill and th e inscription of th e Dighton Rock a re n ot the i r work .

R oy a l G eogr aph ic a l Soc ie ty . Journ a l . London
,
1838. 8

114—129. H .

An a bstra c t of th e hi storica l evidence con ta in ed in the “An tiquita te sAme rica nas,” in which the write r fully be l ie ve s.

B ion de l l i , B . Scoperta del l
’

America fa tta n el secolo x . da

a lcun i Sca n dina vi . M il a n
, 1839. H .

A sma l l pamphle t , in which i s given a somewha t conden sed a ccoun t of
the discovery of Vin la nd , taken from the “An t i quita te s Ame rican as .

”

Smith , Joshua Toulmin . The Northmen in New Engl a nd, or
America in the tenth cen tury. Boston

,
1839. H .

This book con ta ins a n a ccoun t of the Northmen , put in th e form of con

versa tion . The que stions of th e Old Mi l l a n d th e Dighton Rock a re a lso di s
cussed , both of which the a uthor a ttribute s to the Northmen . A map of

Vin lan d i s a dded .

Ameri c a n B ibl ic al repository . N. Y . a nd Boston ,
July

,
1839.

2d ser. , 1: 430—449. H .
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By H : R . Schoolcra ft . G ive s the Prospectus issued by th e Roya l Socie ty
of Northern An tiqua ria n s ; then th e que stion of th e discove ry i s discussed
(wh i ch the write r be lieve s) a nd a view of the Dighton Ro ck is a dded ( though
he rega rds th e inscription a s Algic ) a nd fin a lly a le tte r i s given from Albert
Ga lla ti n , on the use of th e le tters v a nd l in th e E skimau la ngua ge .

Russe l l
,
R ev. M icha e l . Ice l a nd , Green l a nd, a nd the Fa roe

Isles . Edin . , 1840. (Edinburgh ca binet l ibra ry. ) pp . 254- 266.
A . (Al so in H a rper’s family l ibra ry, N . Y

G ive s th e a ccoun t of th e discovery of Vin la n d, a nd a dds
, Th e his tory of

Vin l a nd iven us by th e Ice la n dic historia n s i s in tere sting, no t me re ly a s

conn e cte w ith th e coun trie s of which w e a re n ow tre a ting, but a s proving
th a t America wa s kn own to Europea n s five hun dre d yea rs before the G enoe se
ma rin e r set foot upon i ts shore s .

”

B e ami sh
, North Ludlow. Discovery of America by the North

men . London ,
1841. H .

Con ten ts . Sketch of th e rise , emin en ce a nd extinc tion of Ice la ndic h is
torica l litera ture ; Saga of E rik th e Red ; Sa ga of Thorfinn K a rl sefne ; G eo
ra h ica l notice s ; Monumen ts a nd in scription s ; Minor n a rra tive s ; Comple te
is of the a n cien t Northmen ; G en e a logi ca l ta ble s ; M ap of Vin la n d ; Engraving of the in scription on th e Digh ton Rock ; G en e ra l cha rt of the d iscov

e rie s of th e Northmen in th e Arctic Region s of Ame rica ; Index .

This i s little more tha n a n English tra n sla tion of those pa rts of the “An

t i quita te s America n as which th e a uthor con sidere d we re like ly to prove
mos t in tere sting to British re a ders .

M a l te -B run
,
Conra d . Geogra phic un iverse l le . Pa ris, 1841.

1: 204—206. H .

Give s a t some length th e a ccoun t of th e di scovery of Vin land, and regardsit a s beyon d doubt tha t Vin lan d w a s a pa rt of North America .

W il he lmi , K : Isl a nd , Huitrama nna l a nd , GrOn l a nd, und V in
l a nd . Heidelberg, 1842. CB .

B a sed upon the “An tiquita te s Ameri can ae . Written in support o f th e
Northm en

’

s c la im . Con ta in s a cha rt of the ir discoverie s, i den tifyin He l lu
lan d w ith Newfoundla nd, Ma rkland w ith portion s of Nova Sco tia , in la n d
wi th N ew Engla n d a nd New York, a nd Hui tramann a l and with th e coa st of
Georgia a nd the Ca rolin a s .

H erme s
,
K : H : Die En tdeckung von America durch die

Islander im zehnten und eilften Jahrhundert. Braun schwe ig,

1844. BP .

Con ta in s in de ta i l th e a ccoun t of the Northmen , th e
“An tiqui ta te s Amer

i c a n se”bein g frequen tly referred to . An engra ving of th e Dighton Rock i s
a lso ‘

ven , th e in scription on which the a uthor be l ieve s to b e th e work of th e
ort men .

H umb o l dt
, F : H : A lexa nder von . K osmos. Stuttg. u . Tub

1845. [An Engl ish tra n sl a tion ,
under the titl e of “ Cosmos,

London
,
1849. 1: 603-608. H . ]

G ive s th e a ccoun t of th e discove ry of Vin lan d, and re fers to h i s Examen
criti que for further pa rticula rs .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


134 PRE -COLUMBIAN DISCOVERIES OF AMERICA .

b l
Th e a ccoun t of the Northmen is he re given , in which th e a uthors fully

e Ieve .

N ew E ngl a nd hi storic a l a n d ge n e a l ogic a l register . Boston ,

1853. 7 : 13—14. H .

A pa pe r by C : C . Ra fn con ta in s a synopsis of th e discove rie s of th e

Northmen .

H a v e n
,
S : F . Archaeology of the Un ited Sta tes . (I n Smi th

soni a n In sti tuti on . Con tributions to know ledge . Wa sh . , 1856.

v . 8, a rt . 1, pp . 10, 13, 26, 35, 62, 106- 108. H . )

Th e n a rra tive s of th e voya ge s of the Northmen
,
a nd the ir discovery of

this c oun try
, a re rega rded a s we l l a ttested , le a ving th e que stion open a s to

the dista nce in a southerly direction to which the ir obse rva tion s extended ;
a nd m a n y striking coin c idence s se em to justify the conc lu sion tha t the Vin la n d
of the se n a rra tive s wa s rea l ly in Na rra ga n se tt B a y .

” However, h e re a rds
{ly
e l
i

ighton Rock a nd the towe r a t Newport a s having nothing to do wit the

ort men .

B l a ckw ood, F : Templ e Hamil ton Temple . [Lord Dufi
'

erin j
Letters from high l a titudes . London ,

1857. pp . 57- 59. H .

The cla im of the Northmen is men tioned : the a uthor be lieves it .

B ra ss eur d e B ourbourg, C : Etienn e , l
’

a bbe
’

. H istoire des

na tion s civil isées d a Mex ique et de l
’

Amé rique
-Centra le . Pa ris ,

1857. 1: 18—22. H .

Favorable .

E l l iott
,
C : W . The New Engl a nd history. N. Y. , 1857. 1

18-37. BP .

The a ccoun t of the Northmen
,
in which the a u thor ful ly be lieve s, is given

a t con sidera ble length. He a dds a list of some of the a uthoritie s on the sub
jcet .

N ote s a n d queri e s. London ,
1858. 2d ser. ,

v . 5. H .

Alfred T . Lee , 314, rema rks tha t Lord Duffe rin sa ys tha t America w a s
discove red by Ice an ders in the 1l th cen tury . He a sks for corrobora tive
te stimony .

W. D . H . re lies , p 386-387, tha t the eviden ce i s given in “An ti qui ta te sAme rican as,” orth merica n review,

” v . 46, a nd the E a rl of E lle smere
’

s

Guide to Northern a rch aeo logW. H . Z . a n d W : Ma tthews , p . 458, give a number of th e a uthoritie s upon
which the a ccoun t rests .

N ouv e l l e b iogr a phi e ge
’

nera l e . Pa ris
, 1858. 16: 250—251.

Eric . H .

The a ccoun t of the discove ry of Vin la nd is here given in brie f, but n o

opin
d

i

g
n

d
is expressed a s to th e truth of it ; a pa rti a l b ibliogra phy of the subj ec t

i s a e

P a l frey , J Gorham. History of New Engl a nd . Boston , 1858.

1: 51—58. H .
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G ive s briefly the a ccoun t of the discove ry of Vin la nd, togethe r with picture s of the tower a t Newport, a nd of a Simila r on e a t Che ste rton in Wa rw i ck
shire . H e con side rs th e c la ims

“
n owise un like ly ,” a nd iden tifie s the pla ce s

a s in the “An t iqui ta te s America n ae.

”

P e sch e l
,
Osca r Ferdina nd . Geschichte des ze ita l ters der en t

deckungen . Stuttg. u . Augsb . ,
1858. pp . 102—106. H .

Fa vorable .

B e a uv ois
,
Eugene . Découvertes des Sca ndina ves en Amérique .

Pa ris
,
1859. H .

A tra n s la tion of the most importa n t pa rts of the “ An tiqui ta te s Ameri
c a use .

A sh er, G : M . Hen ryHudson the n a v iga tor . (Ha kluyt Society. )
London , 1860. pp . l xv i—l x vii, ccxvi—ccxv ii . H .

Fa vorable .

D om en e ch , Em . , l
’
a bbe

’

. Se ven yea rs
’
residence in the Grea t

Deserts of North America . London ,
1860. 1: 52—64. BP .

Give s th e a ccoun t of th e Northmen , which the a uthor be l ieve s .

B ra sseur d e B ourb ourg, C : Etienne , Z
’
a bbe

’

. Popol Vuh . Pa ris,
1861. pp . l ii- l iv . H .

Men tion s th e cla im of th e Northmen , a nd sa ys tha t, a l though they wen t
a s fa r south a s North Ca rolin a , the ir principa l sta tion wa s a t the mouth of the
St. Lawren ce .

Ty l or , E : Burnett . Ana hua c . London
,
1861. pp . 278- 279. H .

Fa vorable .

C h a r n a y , De
'

siré , a nd V io l e t-l e-D uc . Cités et rui nes ameri
ca ines . Pa ris, 1863. pp . 10- 11, 18, 23. BP .

Fa vorable .

W il son
,
D a n ie l . Prehistoric ma n . London a nd Camb . , 1863.

[3d cd . ,
London ,

1876.
- 111. H . ]

Fa vorable .

R ia n t , P a ul . Expedition s et pé lerinages des Sca ndin a ves en

Terre Sa inte a u temps des Croisa des . Pa ris, 1865 . pp . 19, 23—4,
50, 235, 340, 362, 364—5, a nd 420. BN .

Seve ra l time s men tion i s here ma de of th e coa st of La bra dor a s being a
co lony of Norwa y during th e time of the Crusa de s .

M a ssa chuse tts H istoric a l Soc ie ty . Proceedings, 1865. Bos

ton
,
1866. pp . 175- 201. H .

This i s a commun ica tion by Dr. Webb on Prof . Ra fn . The work done by
th e Roya l Soc ie ty of Northe rn An ti qua ria ns i s sta ted, the who le ques tion of
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th e Northmen is di scussed, a nd the views he ld by th e chie f wri te rs set forth.
A1

3
0 con ta in s many le tters of in tere s t from Prof. Ra fn to Dr. Webb on the

en j ce t .

H i storic a l ma ga z in e . N.Y. ,
December, 1865.

- 365. H .

An a rticle by D . G . B . to prove tha t Huitrama nn a l and wa s on the coa st of
Virgin ia or the Ca rolin a s.

D e C osta
,Rev. B : Fra nkl in . Pre-Columoia n discovery of Amer

ica by the Northmen . Alba ny, 1868. H .

Con tents — Pre fa ce ; G enera l in troduction ; Gunnb iorn and h is rocks ; E ric
th e Red’ s voya ge to th e coa st of America ; Le if Eric son ’

s voyage to Vin lan d ;
Thorste in E ric son ’

s a ttempt to se ek Vin la nd ; Thorfinn K a rl se fn e ’

s se ttlemen t
in Vin la nd ; F reydi s ’ s voya ge a nd se ttlemen t in Vin la n d ; Are Ma rsou ’

s

sojourn in Hui trama nn a l a nd ; Voyage of B iorn A sb ra ndson ; Gud l eif Gud
l a ngson

’
s voya ge ; Al lusion s to voya ge s found in a nc ien t manuscrip ts ; G eogra phica l fragmen ts .

The a im w a s to pla ce within th e re a ch of th e English -re a ding his torica l
studen t every portion of th e Ice la n dic Sa ga s e ssen tia lly re la ting to the Pre
Columbia n d l scove ry of Ame rica by th e Northmen .

N orth Ameri c a n rev i ew . Boston ,
1869. 109: 265- 272. H .

De Costa
’

s discovery of America , by J . Lewis Dima n .

A short criticism of De Costa ’ s work .

D e C os ta , Rev. B : Fra nkl in . Notes on a review of The Pre

Columbia n disco very of America by the Northmen ,

”
in the “ North

America n re view”for July. Cha rlestown ,
1869. H .

A reply to the criticism in th e North American review.

”

H istoric a l maga zin e . Morrisan ia , Ja nua ry, 1869. 2d ser.

5 : 30—31. H .

An a rticle by Joseph Wi ll i amson . Sta te s tha t th e rema in s of some very
e a rly se ttlemen ts ha ve be en found in diffe ren t pa rts of Ma in e , a nd th e wri te r,
referring to th e a ccoun t of th e discove ry Of America by the Northmen , sugge sts tha t they ma y ha ve be en left by them .]

H i stori c a l m a ga z in e . Morrisa n ia , Ma rch
,
1869. n . s. v . 5, no. 3,

pp. 170- 179. H . The Ante-Columbia n discovery of the America n
continen t by the Northmen ,

by F. Boggild .

Th e a ccoun t i s given , a nd th e in scription on th e Dighton Rock i s d iscussed,wh ich the write r doe s n ot con side r th e wo rk of the Northmen . To this a rticle
D e Costa a dds a note , showing some mistakes in to which the writer h a s fa l len .

G a fi
'

ar e l
, Pa ul . Etudes sur l es ra ports de l ’Amé rique et de

l
’
Ancien Continent a va nt Christoph Co omb . Pa ris, 1869. pp . 225

260. BP .

J

Spe aks of the ma ri time a ctivity o f th e Northmen ; give s a t cons ide rable
l ength the a ccoun t of discove rie s of th e Northmen in the Atla n tic b e fore 1000 ;
discusse s th e probability tha t the To lte c s discove re d Am e ric a b e fore this
time , but doe s n o t be lieve it ; give s the voya ge s of th e Northmen in th e 11th

cen tury ; shows tha t Vin la nd wa s known in Europe ; trea ts of the commerce of
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Con tents —Route dc l ’Amé rique ; Le s en fan ts d ’Erik l s Rouge ; Thorfinn
K a rl sefn e e t Guarida ; Excurs ion s méridion a le s ; Excurs ion s bore a le s ; Predi
c a tion s cré tienn e s en Amé rique ; Nouve lle dé couve rte d e l ‘Am é ri us a l a fin
du 14° sié cl e ; Dé ca den c e e t ruin e des co lon ie s n orma n ds d e l ’ mé ri qu e ;Preuve s a rch e

’

o logique s du S é jour de s Norma nds en Amé rique . Also h a s a
map of the d i scove rIe s of th e Northmen in Am e ric a , a ma p of th e Zen i , a nd
a n engra ving of th e in scription on the Digh ton Rock .

Puts full credit in th e a ccoun t of the discovery, a nd a ssign s to th e North
men th e tower a t Newport a n d th e in scription s on th e Dighton Rock . The
iden tifica tion of p la ce s i s the s ame a s tha t given in th e “An tiquita te s Ameri
ca n se.

” H is foo t-note s and referen ces a re ve ry ful l .

N orth Ame ric a n rev i ew . Boston ,
1874. 119: 166—182. H .

Gra vier’s Découverte de l ’Amé rique , by H : Ca bot Lodge .

A critic ism on Gra vier’ s work : a nd give s the a ccoun t of the discovery of
Vin la n d . It a lso discusse s the que stion of the Dighton Rock a nd th e towe r a t
Newport, a nd a dds , G ra vi er’ s book i s a lmos t va lue le ss , beyond ca l ling a tten
tion to a n inte re s ting fie ld of inve stiga tion .

”

G oodrich ,Aa ron . A history of the cha ra cter a nd a chie vements
of the so-ca l led Christopher Columbus . N.Y . , 1874. pp .69—87. BP .

G ive s th e a ccoun t of the Northmen . The a uthor believe s it, a nd iden tifi es
the p la ce s a s in th e “An ti qui ta te s Am eri ca n ae .

”

Roy a l H istori c a l Soc ie ty . Tra nsa ctions . London ,
1874. n . s . ,

3 : 75- 97. H .

G ive s the a ccoun t of the Northmen , a nd the a uthoritie s upon which it
re sts a re s ta ted .

Kings l ey , Rev. C : Lectures del ivered in America in 1874.

Phil a . , 1875. pp . 65- 97. H .

h ’

t
Th i s is a popular a ccoun t of the discovery, which the wri ter rega rds a s

i s ory .

A n derson
, R . B . America not discovered by Columbus . Chi

cago , 1874. H .

Con tents — Th e Norsemen , a n d o ther peop le s, in tere sted in th e discove ry
of America ; No rse l ite ra ture ha s be en n egle c ted by the le a rn ed men of the
gre a t n a tion s ; An t iqui t o f Ame rica : Phen icia n , G re ek , Irish , a nd We lsh
c la ims ; Who were the orsemen ? G re en la nd ; The ships of the Norsemen ;
The Sa a s a nd documen ts a re

f
enuin e ; Bj a rn e Herj ulfson , 986: Le if Erikson ,

1000 ; horfinn K a rl se fn e a n Gudrid , 1007 ; The discove ry o f Ame rica by
Co lumbus ; Othe r expedition s by th e Norsemen ; Conclusion ; Th e Sca n din avia n la ngua ge s .

A sma l l book con ta in ing much in forma tion n o t to be conven ien tly foun d
e lsewhere . It give s fully the a ccoun t of the discovery ofVinl a nd . T he a uthor
uts grea t confiden ce in th e a ccoun t, a s we ll a s in th e tower a t Newport , th e
ighton Rock, a n d th e ske leton in a rmor . H e a lso be lieve s tha t Co lumbus
kn ew of th e discovery of Ame rica by th e Northmen , a nd con c lude s by givingquota tion s from seve ra l emin en t schola rs in rega rd to the Sc a ndin a v i a n l a n
gua ge s .

A bbo tt , J : S . C. The history of Ma ine . Boston , 1875. pp .

13-21. BP .
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G ive s th e a ccoun t of the Northmen , which th e author ta ke s from th e
“An tiqu ita te s Ame ric a n a e .

” He a gre e s w ith it in eve ry pa rticula r, a nd sa ys
of the Old Mil l , “ I t i s n ot un re a son a ble to suppo se tha t th e ven erable tower
rema in s a memoria l of the Northmen ’

s visit.”

D r ak e , S : Adams . Nooks a nd corners of the New Engl a nd
coa st. N.Y. ,

1875. p . 369. H .

The conn ection of the Northmen w ith th e Old Mi ll a t Newport i s taken up .

The discovery of a ny portion of the coa st of New Engla n d by Northmen

be longs to the re a lms of conj ecture .

”

G a l a x y . N.Y. ,
1875. 20 : 514—518. H . Cla ims to the dis

covery of America , by J : T . Short .

Gives briefly th e a ccoun t of the Northmen , which he con siders probab le ;
but h e doe s not be lieve in th e Dighton Rock a n d the Old Mill .

P otter ’s Ame ric a n mon thly . Phil a . , 1875. v . 5 ; no . 48 . pp .

906—907. H . The v isits of Europea ns to America in the l 0th a nd
l 1th centuries, by M . R . Pilon .

G ive s th e accoun t of the Northmen , wh ich he be lieve s .

C a r ly l e , T : The ea rly kings of. Norwa y. N .Y. , 1875. pp. 50
51. H .

Men tion s tha t it i s be l ieved tha t E rik the Red discovered America in 985.

The author then sta tes the pa rts which he is thought to ha ve vis ited .

H iggin son , T : Wentworth . Young folks
’ history of the Un ited

Sta tes . Boston ,
1875. pp . 25-30. H .

After ' ving th e story ofzthe Northmen , expre sse s the Opin ion tha t Vinla n d wa s hode Island or Nova Scotia .

C ongres In t e rn a tion a l d e s Amé r ic a ni st e s . Compte-rendu de
l a 1° session . Na ncy et Pa ris, 1875.

- 93. BP .

In this a rtic le , by Eugen e B e auvois, th e que stion of the Northmen i s di s
cusse d a t ea t length, a nd profuse re fere n ce s a re given . A map of th e dis
cove rie s o th e Northmen is a dded .
B rya n t,W : Cul len ,

a nd G a y , Sidn ey Howa rd . Popul a r his tory
of the Un ited Sta tes . N .Y. , 1876. vol . 1, ch . 3. H .

G ive s a ve ry comple te a ccount of th e discovery of Vin la nd, a nd discusse s
the prob ability of th e sto ry . H is n o te s a n d referen ce s a re a lso very co ious .

This cha pter i s a ccompan ied by engra vin S of the Dighton Rock, a n of a

simila r on e n e a r Steubenville , Ohio , a s w e 1a s of the tower a t Newport, a nd
of a s imi la r on e a t Che ste rton , in Wa rwickshire ; but th e author puts no con

fiden ce e ithe r in the towe r or th e Dighton Rock . He s a ys , The ma in fa cts
re la ted in th e Ice la ndic Chron icle s a re un ue stion ab ly true a nd aga in ,

The re se ems no good re a son for doub ting _
t a tfthe Northmen did cross the

Atlan tic from coa st to coa s t .”

B a n croft
,
Hubert Howe . The n a tive ra ces of the Pa cific Sta tes

of North America . N .Y . ,
1876. 5 : 102- 115. H .

Give s a t considerable length the a ccoun t of the discovery of America by
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the Northmen , which h e i s incl ined to be l ieve . He a dds a n exce eding ly ful l
b ibliogra phy of the subj e ct.

K n e e l a n d
, S : An America n in Icel a nd . Boston

, 1876. pp .

217- 231. H .

G ive s, in brie f, th e a ccoun t of th e discove ry of Vin la n d, a nd discusse s th e
proba bility of it . Th e a uthor thinks it is true , a nd tha t Vin la nd w a s on th e
coa st of N ew England .
H iggin son , T : Wen tworth . A book of America n explorers.

Boston ,
1877. pp . 1- 15. H .

G ive s a popula r a ccount of the Northmen discove ry, ta ken from the
Ma ssa chuse tts qua rterly revi ew ,

1849.

S l afte r, Edmund Fa rwe l l . Voyages of th e Northmen to Am
erica . Boston ,

1877. (Prince Society. ) 11.

Con ten ts .
— M a p of Vin la nd ; Prefa ce : Introduction ; G en e ra l M a p of

Northern Europe a n d Ame rica ; The Sa ga of E rik th e Red ; Extra cts from th e

He imsk ringl a of Snorro Sturl e son ; T h e Sa a of Thorfinn K a rl sefn e ; G eo
gra phica l notice s ; Min or n a rra tive s ; Prof . a fn

’

s Syn ops i s of h istoric a l ev i
den ce ; Opin ion of Prof. Ra fn a s to iden tity of pla ce s ; Dia l of th e a n cie n t
n orthmen , by Pro f . M agnusen ; Name s given to the pa rts of the da y by the
Northmen ; B ibliogra phica l , e tc .

The obj e c t w a s to colle ct in a suitable form for
'

Ame ri ca n re a de rs th e
evidence con ta in e d in th e “An tiquita te s B e amish ’

s work .

F a rnum , Alexa nder. Visits of the Northmen to Rhode Isl a nd .

Providence , 1877. (Rhode Isl a nd hist . tra c ts , no . H .

Give s briefly the a ccoun t of th e {Northmen in wh ich th e write r ful ly
be lieve s . H e , howeve r . con side rs the Old Mi ll a nd th e Dighton Rock a s h av
ing n othing to do with the Northmen .

F oste r , J : Wel ls . Pre-historic ra ces of the Un ited Sta tes .

Chicago, 1878 . pp . 399—400. H .

Un favora ble .

S inding, Pa ul K ristia n . The Sca ndin a vian ra ces. (A n ew

edition ,
w ith a few sl ight cha nges , a nd a l ittle a dditiona l ma tter,

of the author’s “ History of Sca ndina via ”) N . Y. ,
1878 . pp . 76

84. H .

G ive s fully the a ccoun t of the discove ry of Vin la nd, a nd men tion s the
pa rts of Ame rica wh ich th e Northmen a re thought to ha ve vis ited .

“ The
c la im tha t the Northmen we re th e ve ry first discove re rs of Ame rica seems to

b e p la ced on good founda tion .

”

Short , J : T . The North America n s of a n tiquity
,
N . Y. ,

1879.

pp . 152-154. H .

A criticism in fa vor of the c l a im .

M e tc a l fe , F. The Engl ishma n a nd the Sca ndina v ia n . Lon
don ,

1880. pp . 25, 193, 297, note . H .

Favorable .
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M a l t e-B run , Conra d . Géogra phie un iverse l le . Pa ris
,
1841.

—187. H .

G ive s th e a ccoun t of the Arabs , a nd thinks i t probable tha t they visited
the Ca n a rie s .

C o l omb o
, Cristoforo . Sel ect l etters ; ed . by R : H : Ma jor.

(Ha kl uyt Society. ) London ,
1847. pp . xx ii- xx iii. H

G ive s the a ccoun t of th e Arabs , but con s ide rs the a sse rtion tha t
'

th ey
rea ched the co a st of Ame rica a s without founda tion .

L e l ew e l , Joa chim. Géogra phie du moyen age . Brux 1852.

—79. BP .

G ive s the a ccoun t of the Arabs very briefly, but sa ys tha t they landed on
some isla nds . Doe s not hin t a t Ame rica .

H a v e n , S : F . Archaeology of the Un ited St a tes. (In Smi th
son i a n In stitution . Contributions to know ledge . Wa sh . ,

1856.
vol 8, a rt . 1, p . 9. H )
Give s th e a ccoun t of th e Ara bs, w ith the n ame s of i ts principa l support

P e sch e l , Osca r Ferdina nd . Ge schichte des zeita l ters der en t

deckungen . Stuttg. u . Augsb . ,
1858. pp . 39- 41. H

Story men tion e d, but nothing sa id of America , a nd th e story i tse lf
doubte d .

M ajor, R : H : Life of Prin ce Henry of Portuga l . London
,

1868. pp. 147- 149. H

G ive s th e a ccoun t of th e Arabs, a nd a dds th e observa tion s of D
’
Aveza c

on the subj ect, with which h e i s in c lin ed to a gre e , i .e . , tha t they wen t to
Ma de ira .

G affa re l , Pa ul . Etudes sur l es ra pports de l ’Amé‘rique et de

l
’
An cien Con tinent a va nt Christophe Colomb . Pa ris, 1869. pp.

208—211. B P .

G ive s th e a ccoun t of th e Arabs, of which h e sa ys , “ The Arabs a dva n cedvery fa r in to th e Atla n tic, but of the ir journ ey, or of the i r sta y in Ame rica ,
w e ha ve n o proof .”

B ry a n t , W : Cul l en , a nd G a y , Sidney Howa rd . Popula r hi s
tory of the Un ited Sta tes. N . Y. ,

1876. —66. H .

G a y i s the re a l a uthor of this work ; h e
lgiv

e s the a ccoun t of the Arabs,
a nd re fers to Humbo ldt a nd Ma jor. He thin S tha t they could not possibly
have gone west of the Azore s .

IV . DISCOVERY BY THE WELSH .

C a r a doc d e L a nn-C a rv a n . Brita nnorum successiones . Writ

ten about 1150 . [Ah Engl ish tra nsl a tion ,
under the title of “ The
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history of Wa l es, by Dr. Powe l l , augmented by W. Wynne .

London ,
1774.

—197. BP .

He re it i s s a id tha t M a d awc, son of Owen Gwyn edh , le ft Wa le s in 1170,
a nd sa iled we stwa rd ; “

a nd , lea ving Ire la n d to th e n orth , h e came a t length
to a n unkn own coun try, whe re mo st things a pe a red to h im n ew a nd un cus

toma ry, a nd th e ma nn e r of the n a tive s fa r di e ren t from wha t h e h a d se en in

Europe .

” I t i s furthe r sta ted he re tha t H . Lloyd s a ys he came to some pa rt
of Nova Hispa n ia or F lorida

,
a n d tha t D r. Powe l l thinks i t w a s Mexico .

H a kl uy t , R : Princ ipa l n a viga tion s , voia ges, a nd disco veries
of the Engl ish n a t ion . London ,

1589. [An edition
,
London ,

1810 .

- 22 . H . ]
G ive s th e story of Ma doc, which h e sa ys h e take s from Powe ll ’ s H istory

of Wa le s . Adds some verse s on the subj e ct, written by Meredith , son of
Rhe sus, a bout 1477. His opin ion i s tha t Ma doc wen t to th e We st In die s .

H aw kin s , S ir R : The observa tion s of Sir Richa rd Ha wkins ,
Kn ight, in his voiage into the South Sea , 1503. London

, 1622,
p . 72. H

Favorable . Republ ished by th e Hak luyt Society , London , 1847.

Purch a s , S : Purcha s his pilgrimage . London , 1617. [3d ed . ,

book 8, p . 903. H ]
Unfa vorable .

Abbott, G : A briefe description of the whole world. London ,

1620. pp . 125- 126. H

Abbo t Spe aks of a vague a ccoun t of a We lshma n who wen t to America ,which h e sa ys doth ca rry some Show with it.”

Sm i th , J : The genera l l historie of Virgin ia , New-Engl a nd,
a nd the Summer Isles. London

,
1626. p . 1. H

The s tory ofMa doc i s men tion ed, a nd i t i s a dded, Where this p la ce wa s
no history ca n Show .

”

9
H e rbert . S ir T : A re l a tion of some yea res tra ve ls into

Africa a nd Asia the Grea t . London
,
1634. pp. 394—397. H

Fa vorable . He be lieve s Ma doc proba bly la n ded a t Newfoundla nd .

F ox
, Cap t. Luke . North-west Fox . London

,
1635 . p . 13.

CB .

The story of Ma doc i s given , a s found in H akluyt, the opin ion be ing
expre ssed tha t h e c ame to some pa rt of the We st Indie s .

H ow e l l
,
James . Epistol ae Ho-E l ia n ae , famil ia r l etters . Lon

don ,
1645- 55 . [5th ed . London

,
1678. pp . 354—355 . H ]

Sa ys of th e Ma doc c la im,

“ This , if we l l proved, might we l l en title our

crown to America , if first discovery ma y c la im a right to a ny coun try .

”
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L a e t , J : de . Nota s a d disse rta t ionem Hugon is Grot ii de ori

gene gen tium America n a rum . Pa ris
,
1643. pp . 137-151. H

Th e s tory o f Madoc i s given , with re fe ren ce to Dr. Powe l l a nd Hak luyt .
Compa rison s o f words in We lsh a nd Huron a re given . Fa vora b ie .

H om in e
,
G : De origin ibus America n is . Ha ga e Comitis, 1652.

pp . 13, 134- 137. H .

Cla im of Ma doc di scussed, a nd con s ide red probable , though not certa in .

M on t a nus , Arnoldus . De n ieuwe en onbekende weere l d .

Amst . , 1671. pp . 35-36. H .

Fa vora ble .

C ampa n i a s , T : , of Holm. K ort beskrifn ing om Prov inc ien
Nye Swerige ut i Ame rica . Stockholm, 1702. [An Engl ish tra n s
l a t ion ,

under the title of “ Descri tion of the Pro v ince of New

Sweden ,

”
by P : S . du Poncea u. P ila 1834. pp . 28—31. H .]

Cla im ofMa doc mention ed, but n o opin ion expre ssed .

Torfa aus
,
Thormodus. H istoria Vin l a nd iae a n tiquas. Ha vn ia e ,

1705 . Prefa ce . H

Ma doc ‘
s cl a im i s Spoken of a s “ by no mea n s a bsurd .

St iiv en
,
J : F : De vero Nov i Orbis in ventore disserta tio his

torico-critica . Fra ncof. a . M . ,
1714. pp . 31- 35. H .

Story be lieved, but thought no t to refe r to America .

C ampbe l l , J : Li ves of the a dmira ls a nd other eminen t British
seamen . London ,

1742. [3d ed . London , 1761.
—252. H .]

Though the a uthor doubts whe the r Ma doc c ame to Ame rica , h e sa ys,
The re a re a uthen ti ck re cords, in the B riti sh tongue , a s to this ex edition of

M a dock
’

s , where eve r h e w en t, prior to the discove ry of Ame ric a y Co lum
bus .

”

C a rte
,
T : History of Engl a nd . London ,

1747. H .

C a rtc s a ys tha t Ma doc came “ to a la nd unknown , probably the coa st of
F lorida , or some more northern pa rt of Ame rica .

”

Lyttl e ton , G : H istory of the l ife of King Henry the Second .

London
,
1767.

- 374. H .

Un fa vora ble
B e a tty , C : Journ a l of a two mon ths’ tour in America . Lon

don ,
1768. pp . 24—28. II .

H e re i s given some in forma tion , de rived from a man n amed Sutton , a nd
a nothe r n amed Levi Hicks, re la tive to the We lsh orig i n of the Indi a n s of

Penn sy lva nia .
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C a rey
’
s Americ a n museum . Phil a 1792. 11: 152

, 209,
etc. H .

An extra ct from J Will iams
’ work .

B e l kn ap , Jeremy. America n biogra phy. Boston
,
1794. 1

58—66. H .

Th e a uthor give s eve rything tha t h e could find on th e subj ect of Ma doc .

H e thinks i t n ot improba ble tha t th e story wa s inven ted by Ha kluyt to
de tra c t from Columbus ’ fame .

B urd e r
, G : The We l sh India ns. London

,
1797. H .

He re i s given th e who le s tory, w ith copious re fe ren ce s , a n d man y proofs
not to b e found e lsewhere . Th e cri tici sm i s en tire ly fa vora ble .

Ow e n
, W : The Cambria n biogra phy. London ,

1803. p .

233. BM .

I ha ve col le c ted a multitude of ev iden ce s, in con jun ction wi th Edwa rd
Wi l li ams , th e ba rd, to prove tha t M a dog must have re a che d the Ameri can

con tin en t. ’

Phi l a d e lphi a medic a l a n d phy sic a l journ a l . Phila . , 1805.

vol . 1, pt . 2. pp . 79—96. BP .

A le tter by Ha rry Tou lmin . republished from th e “ Ken tucky Pa l l ad
ium ,

” te l l ing of some We lsh-Indian s in Ame rica . To this i s a dded a n unfa
vora b l e discussion by B : Smith B a rton .

South ey , Robert . Ma doc . Edin . ,
1805. H .

Th e poem is b a se d upon th eWe lsh c la im, which Southey se ems to be l ieve .

L ew is
,
Meriwether . The tra ve l s of Ca pts. Lewis a nd Cl a rke .

London , 1809. p . 215 . H .

The cla ims se t forth , but n o opin ion expre ssed .

Stodd a rd , Amos. Sketches, historica l a nd descriptive , of

Louisia n a . Phila . , 1812. pp . 465—488. H .

A fa vora ble discussion of th e subj ect .

Pink erton
,
J A gen eral col l ection of the best a nd most in ter

esting voya ges a nd tra ve l s in a l l pa rts of the world . London
,

1812. 12 : 157 —1814. 17 : xx iv . H .

In 12 : 157 : Tha t th e coun try
[
Ma doc] wen t to w a s re a lly Ame rica , i s

more , I think , tha n ca n b e thorough y prove d ; but tha t thi s ta le wa s inven ted
a fter th e discove ry of tha t coun try , on ur

p
ose to se t up a prior title ,

i s mos t
gs

rt

l
a

il
n

gl
f
a
l se .

” In 17 : xxi v, th e We ls c a im i s spoken of a s a ridiculous
e s e .

B ra ck enri dge , H . M . Views of Louisia na . Ba l t 1817. pp .

166-170. H .

Spe aks of We lsh rema in s in th e va l ley of th e Mississ ippi , but considers
i t impossible tha t a ny such exi st.
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B iogr a phi e univ e rse l l e . Ma doc . Pa ris
, 1820. 26: 95- 96. H .

G ive s Ma doc ’s cla im, but expre sse s no opin ion .

Ya te s , J V. N . , a nd M oul ton , Joseph White . H istory of the
Sta te of New York . N . Y . , 1824. pp . 45—57. H .

b
G ive s a n extended di scussion , a nd expre sse s hi s own doubt on th e

en j e ct .

M urra y , Hugh . H istorica l a ccoun t of discoveries a nd travel s
in North America . London

,
1829. 1: 12—13. H .

Murra y be l ieve s Ma doc wen t to Spa in .

P ri es t
,
Josia h . America n a ntiquities, a nd discoveries In the

West . A lba ny, 1833. pp . 224- 240. H .

Fa vorable .

C oo l ey , W : Desborough . H istory ofma ritime a nd in la nd d is
covery. (La rdner’s ca bin et cyclopoed ia . ) London ,

1830. 1: 215 . H .

l
'

b
Un fa vora ble . This book wa s reprin ted in th e “ Edinburgh cab in e t

1 ra ry .

”

D up a ix , Guil l aume . An tiquités mexica ines . Pa ris, 1834. BA .

In 1: 49-50 i s a fa vorable a rticle by Fra ncois C : Fa rcy ; in 1: 154-158 is an
un favorable qn e by D : B a il ie Wa rden .

H umb o l dt
,
F : H : Al exa nder von . Examen critique de l

’
his

toire de l a geogra phie du nouveau con tinent . Pa ris
,
1837. 2

142—149. H .

Un favorable
Ra fin esque , Consta n tine Sma l tz . The America n na tions.

Phil a . ,
1836. 2 : 281. H .

Fa vorable .

N orth Americ a n rev iew . Boston
,
July, 1838. 47 : 179. H .

Cla im men tion ed, but no opin ion expre sse d.

G e ntl ema n
’
s ma ga zin e . London , 1840. 10 : 103—105. H .

A fa vorable a rticle by Theophilus Eva n s .

C a tl in
, G : Letters a nd notes on the ma nners, customs, a nd

condition of the North America n India ns. N. Y. , 1842. 1: 206;
2 : App . A . H .

Ma doc prob ably landed a t F lorida , or e lse en tered the Mississippi river
a t the Ba l iz e .
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C o l ombo , Cristoforo . Se lect l etters ; ed . by R : H : Ma jor.

(Hakluyt Soc iety. ) London ,
1847. pp . xxiii—xxv. H .

Ma doc ’ s c la im con side red improba ble , b ut by uh mea n s imposs ible .

R obin son , Conwa y. Accoun t of discoveri es i n the West un til

1519
,
a nd of voya ges to a nd a long the Atl a n tic coa st of North

America
,
from 1520 to 1573. Richmond , 1848 . pp . 10—11. H .

The c la im men tioned, but no opin ion expre ssed .

Al ex a nd er
, S ir James E : L

’
Acadie . London , 1849. 1: 89

90. BA .

Fa vorable .

C amb ri a n A rche o l ogi c a l A ssoc ia tion . Archaeologia Cam
bren sis . London , 1849. BM .

Th e a rticle by R . a nd M . , giving two commun ica tion s in rega rd to th e
We lsh c la im ,

which a ppe a red in th e “ London T ime s
”
in 1846.

W a rburton , G : The conquest of Ca na da . N . Y. ,
1850 . 1

35—36. H .

Un fa vorable .

H a v e n
, S : F : Archaeology of the Un ited Sta tes. (In Smi th

soh i a n In sti tution . Con tribut ions to know ledge . !Va sh . ,
1856.

v . 8, a rt . 1. pp . 10, 26, 31, 35 . H . )
Th e a ccoun t is given , but no opin ion expre ssed .

P a l fr ey , J Gorham . History of New Engl a nd . Boston
,
1858.

H .

The a uthor sa ys tha t th e story i s not w ithout importa n t corrobora t ion , but
tha t if We lshm en se ttled in Am e ric a , i t wa s in F lorida or we st of th e Mis sis
s ippi .

B ra sseur d e B ourbourg, C : Etienne , l
’

a bbe
’

. Popul Va h .

Pa ris, 1861. p . lx i . H .

Un fa vorable .

N ouv e l l e biogra ph i e gé n é ra l e . Ma doc . Pa ris
,
1863. 32

634—635. If .

G ive s th e a ccoun t of Ma doc , a nd a dds , If the re i s a ny truth in th e story,Ma doc probably la n ded to th e North of Virgin ia .

”

Z e i tschr ift fur a l lgeme ine Erdkunde . Berl in ,
April

, 1864.

BM . Osta sien und Westamerica , von K : F. Neuma nn .

In fa vor of th e popula ting of America from Asia . Con ta in s the c la im of
Hoe i Shin , which th e write r be lieve s .

Ameri c a n bibl i opo l ist . N . Y . ,
Feb . , 1869. pp. 47—50. H .

An exce llen t bibliogra phy of th e Ma doc cla im.
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V. DISCOVERY BY THE VENETIANS .

Z e no
, NicolC a nd An tonio . De i commen ta rii del v iaggio in

Persia d i M . Ca ta rino Z eno -l K . e de l l e guerre fa tte n el l
’
Imperio

Persia n o, da l tempo di Ussun ca ssa no in qua . Libri due . E de l lo
scoprimen to del l ’ isole Frisl a nda ,

Esl a nda
,
Engrove l a nda , Estot i

l a nda , e Ica ria , fa tto sotto i l Polo Art ico da due fra tel l i Z en i , M .

Nicolo il K . e M . Anton io . Libro uno . Con un disegno a rt ico

l a re di tutte l e dette pa rte di tramon ta n a da lor scoperte . enetia
,

1558. pp . 45—58. BM .

Thi s book con sists of le tters col le cted by Nico lo Z eno , who sa ys they
were the corre spon de n ce be twe en h i s a nces tors , Nicolo a n d An ton io Zeno ,be twe en th e ye a rs 1380 a n d 1404. He sa ys the lette rs , with a ma

p]
, h a d t e

ma in ed in pos se ssion of the fam i ly un ti l h e saw the ir va lue a n d a d them
publ ishe d In the se le tters i s a ve ry circumsta ntia l a ccoun t of th e la nds
men tion ed in the ti tle . Th e publishe r w a s Fra n ce sco M a rco l in i . The copy
in th e B ritish Mus eum is W i thou t th e map .

R amus io
, Giam Ba ttista . Del le n a viga tion i e viaggi . Vene

zia , 1550—59. [An edition ,
Venezia

,
1583. pp . 230—233. H .]

The story
,
taken from M a rcol in i

’
s book, i s given in ful l .

Ort e l ius
,
Abra ham. Thea trum orbis terra rum . Anvers, 1575.

fol . 60. H .

Th e whole a ccoun t i s given in La tin , with th e ma p .

H ak luy t, R : Prin cipa l ] n a v igation s, voiages, a nd discoveries
of the Engl ish n a tion . London , 1589. [An edition

,
London

,

1810. 3 : 157—166. H . ]
Hakluyt give s perfe ct creden ce to the Zen i voyage , a nd in serts in full atran s la tion of th e work of M a rcol in i .

M e rc a tor
, Géra rd . A tl a s, sive geogra phicae med ita tion es de

fa brica mundi et fa brica ta figura . Duisbourg,
1595 . [An edition ,

under the title of “ Historia Mundi
,
London

,
1635. pp. 25, 30- 31,

34—35. H ]
Spe aks of E stoti land a s a a rt of Ame rica , a nd te l ls wha t Zeno sa ys a bout

G re en la n d a n d Ice la nd, thong h e spe a ks a s if th e Zen i storywa s n ot very w e l l
a uthen tica te d. He does n o t se em to ha ve known tha t th e Zen i di scove red, or
even a rrived a t, E stotila nd .

Wy tfli e t , Corn el ius. Description is Ptol ema icm a ugmentum .

Lova n ii, 1597. p. 188. H .

Men tion i s here ma de of th e Zen i voya ge ; a n d on th e map of America
whichWytfl ie tg

ive s , La bra dor i s c a l led E stoti land . ThusWytfil e t is th e first
to conn ect th e en i ’ s discove rie s w ith a ny pa rt of America .

B ot ero , Giova nn i . Re l a cion es un iversa les del mundo . Va l la
dol id, 1603. pp . 183 reverse—184. H .
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Sa ys tha t Ni colo Zen i discovered th e isle of Fris la nd, a nd a lso th e is le of
Brogio ; but says n othing of America .

Purch a s, S : Purcha s, his pilgrimage . London , 1625 . 3 :610
611. H .

The Zen i story is be lieved in the ma in
,
b ut no men tion is ma de of Amer

ica in conn e ction with it .

P onta nus, I : Rerum Da n ica rum historia . Amste lodami , 1631.

pp . 755—765. BP .

Here the Zen i story i s given in full, a nd th e a uthor se ems to a gre e with
Wytfl ie t, to whom h e re fers , tha t th e Zen i w ent to Labra dor.

F ox
, Cap t. Luke . North-west Fox . London , 1635 . pp . 5—12.

GB

Th e prin tin of this book i s ver impe rfe ct a nd con fusing . The Zen i story
i s given a t l engt taken from Ha k nyt . Con s iders the la nds discovered to b e
portion s of America .

G rotius , Hugo . De origine gentium America n a rum d isserta tio .

Amst . ,
1642. [An ed . publ ished in Petrus A lbinus’ Commenta tio

de l in is peregrin is a tque insul is ignotis . V iteberga e , 1714. p .

39. M . ]
Spe aks of E stotila n d a s a pa rt of the Ame rica n con tin en t, an d sa ys tha t

the Zen i discove red Frisla nd, but th e a uthor doe s not se em to ha ve known tha t
they c l a imed a lso the discovery of E stoti la nd .

M orisotus , Cl audius Ba rtholoma eus. Orbis ma ritimi sive rerum
in ma ri et l ittoribus gesta rum genera l is historia . Divione, 1643.

p . 593. BM .

Favora ble .

L a et
,
J : de . Nota e a d disserta tionem Hugonis Grotii de origine

gen tium America n a rum. Pa ris, 1643. pp . 20—22. 17. [A lso,
Amst . ,

1644. pp . 11- 12. H ]
We here read, The Zeni story i s de serving of susp icion .

L a M oth s l e V a y e r, Fra ncois de . L a géogra phie du prince .

Pa ris, 1651. [In hi s (Euvres. 3° cd . Pa ris, 1662. p . 819. H ]
Fa vorable .

H orn ius
, G : De origin ibus America n is. Haga e Comitis, 1652.

pp . 155—156. H .

Un fa vora ble .

“ Such errors, so wide ly diffused, mus t b e ex unged , tha t
the rema rks of impostors ma y not b e con s idered true by those w 0 a re un a c

qua in ted with the ma tter.

”

H orn ius
, G : Ulyssea . Lugdun i, 1671. p . 335. BM

Men tion s th e Zen i voya ge, which h e be lieve s, considering E stotiland to b e
e ither Scotla nd or Sce tl and .
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M ont a nus,Arnoldus . De nieuwe en onbekende weere ld . Amst . ,
1671. p . 29. H .

Fa vorable .

Ric c io l i ,J Ba ptista . Geographia e et hydrographia e reforma ta e .

Venetiis, 1672. p . 89. B JVI .

Sa ys tha t in 1381th e Zen i sa iled to Labra dor , to which some Frisl a nd fish
e rmen h a d a lre a dy pen e tra ted a bout 1340, a nd tha t La bra dor i s divide d from
E stotila nd by th e rive r N ivosus , usua lly ca l led Rio Neva do .

B e ema nn
, J : C. Historia orbis terra rum geogra phica et c iv il is .

Fra ncof. a d Oderam. , 1673. [3
3
ed . 1685. pp . 152—153. EM . ]

Spe aks of Frisl and a s proba bly a sm a ll isla nd of North Ame rica . Sa ys
tha t not much i s known a bout it, b ut tha t Orte lius te l ls us it w a s discovere dby Nico le Zeno .

Torfa n s
, Thormodus . H istoria Vin l a ndiae a n tiquae . Ha vn ia e

1705. Prefa ce . H .

The storie s which a re to ld of th e Z en i ma y b e true . Al so .

“ I do not
qua rre l about the n ame , since Sa n son d ’

Abbe vi l l e a n d the re c en t geogra phe rs
recogn iz e T e rram Novam La bora tori s a nd E sto t i l a nd i am a s synonymous ; ye t
I suspe c t tha t this i s n ot the same la nd a s the Zen i de scribe .

”

Stuven , J F : De vero Novi Orbis in ven tore d isserta t io historico
critica . Fra n cof. a . M . ,

1714. pp. 35- 36. If.

Un fa vorable . Ful ly recogn ize s tha t the Zen i story wa s a cla im to th e
‘

di s
covery of Ame rica .

B osc a rin i , M : Del la lettera tura venez ia na . Pa dova , 1752. 1

406—408 . H

Th e voya ge o f th e Z en i i s given a s a n a uthen tic pie ce of his tory , with re f
cren ee s to M a rco l in i

’

s book ; but n o conne c tion w ith America i s sugge sted .

Tir a b osch i , Giro lamo . Storia de l l a lettera tura ita l ia n a . Mo

den a , 1772—87. [2d cd . ,
Modena

,
1789. 5 : 132—135 . H ]

G ive s the Zen i sto ry, of which Tira bosch i s a ys , “ Th e judgmen t of Ch .

Fosca rin i a lon e . who ha s n ot the le a st doubt of th e since rity of the story, is
suffi cie n t to make me be lieve it.”

F orster , J : Re inholdt . Geschichte der en tdeckungen und

schiffahrten im Norden . Fra nkfurt , 1784. [An Engl ish tra nsl a
tion , under the title of H istory of voyages a nd discoveries in the
North .

” London . 1786. pp . 178—209. H ]
Fa vorable . Con side rs Estla nd to b e She tla n d ; Engron e l a nd , G reen la nd ;

E sto tila nd, Newfoundla nd ; a nd B rogio, F lorida .

In sti tut d e F r a n c e . Aca démi e des S ci ences . Histoire pour
1784. Pa ris, 1787. pp . 430-453. Mémoire sur l

’

ile de Frisla nd,
pa r M . Bua che . H .
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B a rrow , S ir J : A chronologica l history of voyages into the
Arctic regions . London

,
1818. pp . 13—26. H .

Fa vorable .

D a rn
,
P : Antoine Noel Bruno Histoire de l a ré ubl ique de

Ven ise . Pa ris, 1819. [2
8 éd . Pa ri s, 1821.

—29 H .]
Un fa vora ble .

H off
,
K . Ern st Adolf von . Geschichte der durch iiberl ieferung

n a chgew iesen en n a t ii rl ichen veranderungen der erdoberflache .

Gotha , 1822. 1: 178—202. BM

Fa vora ble .

Biographi e univ erse l l e . Zeno . Pa ris, 1828. 52 : 228—238. H .

Inclined to b e fa vorable .

Irv ing, Wa shingt on . History of the l ife a nd voyages of Chris
topher Columbus . London , 1828. pp . 217—224. H .

Here the Zen i que stion is discusse d a t grea t length , a nd Irvin a s, Th e
Who le story re semble s much th e fable s c ircula ted shortly a fte r t e i scovery
of Co lumbus , to a rroga te to other na tion s a nd individua ls the credi t of the
a chievemen t .”

M urra y , Hugh . Historica l a ccoun t of discoveries a nd tra ve l s
in North America . London

,
1829.

—36. 11.

Un fa vorable . Murra y thi nks tha t E sto ti la nd wa s Ire land ; Drogio , Spa in
or th e south of Fra n ce ; a nd E stla nd, She tla n d .

C ool ey , W : Desborough . His tor of ma ritime a nd in l a nd d is
covery. (La rdner s ca binet cyc lopss ia . ) London ,

1830.

225. H .

Fa vora ble . Con side rs Engron e l an d to b e Gre en la nd ; E stoti la nd, N ew

found l a n d ; a nd Drogi o , Nova Scotia or New Eng la nd . This book wa s reprin ted
in th e “ Edinburgh ca bine t libra ry .

”

B iddl e
,
R : A memoir of Seba stia n Ca bot . London , 1831. pp .

328—332. H .

Spe aks of th e Zen i cla im a s
“ tha t memorable fraud .

Pri e st, Josia h . America n a n tiquities, a nd discoveries in the
West . Alba ny

,
1833. pp . 224—240. II .

Favorable .

L e sl i e , J Jame son , Robert , a nd M urra y , Hugh . Na rra tive
of discov ery a nd a dventure in the Pola r Sea s a nd Regions. N .Y. ,

1833. pp . 88- 89. H .

or the Zen i c la im the a uthors say, We inclin e to think tha t the pa ssa ges
{
vi

t

ii
el
h
n

have sugge sted this conclusion a re e ither misun derstood or interpo
a e
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N ordi sk Ti dsskr ift for Ol dky ndigh ed . K jiibenha vn , 1833.

1: 1—35. H . Bema erkn inger om de Venezia nerne Zen i t ilskrevn e

re iser i Norden ,
ved C : C . Z a hrtma nn .

Un fa vorable . Sa 8 tha t th e cha rt wa s compiled from he a rsa y in forma tion ,tha t Fri s land is th e eroe Is la nds , a nd tha t the story is replete w ith fiction .

D upa ix Guil l aume . Antiquités mexica ines. Pa ris, 1834. 1

162—163. BA . Recherches sur l es a n tiquités de l
’

Amérique da

Nord et de l ’Amérique du Sud , pa r D : Ba il ie Wa rden .

Favorable . Th e c la im i s a lso men tion ed in an a rticle by Francois C : Fa rcy
(v . 1, no . 9, p . but no view i s expre ssed .

Z a hrtma nn
, C : C . Rema rks on the voyages to the Northern

Hemisphere a scribed to the Zen i of Ven ice . (Roya l Geogra phica l
Soc . ) London ,

1835 . sq . BP .

This is very much the same a rticle a s tha t in the Nordi sk Tidsskrift .

Ra fin e sque , Consta n tine Sma l tz . The America n na tions.

Phil a . ,
1836. H .

Fa vorable .

H umb ol dt
,
F : H : Alexa nder von . Examen critique de l

’
b is

toire de l a géographie da nouveau con tinent . Pa ris, 1837 2 : 120

124. H .

Th e isola ti on of fa cts , a nd th e absence of a l l recrimina tion , remove a l l
suspicion of deception , while th e extreme confusion in th e dista n ce s a nd da ys
of sa iling se em to prove th e disorder in th e com i l a tion , a nd the s ad condition
of the se ma nuscri pts, which th e descenda n ts o th e voya ge rs Zeno con fe ss to
ha ve torn in piece s , being ignoran t of the ir va lue .

”

N orth Ameri c a n r ev i ew . Boston
,
July, 1838, 47 : 177—206. H .

A favorable a rticle by Hon . G : Fo lsom .

M a l te-B run
, Conra d . Geogra phie uni verse l le . Pa ris , 1841.

- 211. H .

Fa vorable . Con side rs E stoti lan d to b e Newfoundland ; a nd B rogio, Nova
Scotia a nd N ew Engla nd .

G ron l a n ds H i storisk e M in d e sma e rk er . K jbbenhavn , 1845 .

3 : 529—624. H .

An exhaustive a rti cle , by J. H . B redsdorf, in fa vor of the cla im .

C o lombo
, Cristoforo . Sel ect l etters ; ed . by R : H : Ma jor.

(Hakluyt Soc iety.) London , 1847. pp . xxv—xx v ii . H .

Zen i cla im men tion e d by M r . Ma jor, but n o opin ion expre ssed .

R obin son , Conway. An a ccoun t of discoveries in the West

until 1519, a nd of voyages to a nd a long the At la n tic coa st of North
America , from 1520 to 1573. Richmond , 1848. pp . 11—20. H .

Un favorable .
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L e l ew e l
,
Joa chim. Géogra phie da moyen Age . Brux 1852.

—108. BP .

The discussion i s ch iefly in rega rd to th e ma p . Con side rs E stla n d to b e
She tla nd ; Fri sla n d, the Fe roe I sle s ; E stotila nd, th e mouth of the St . Lawren ce ;
a nd B rogio , Nova Scotia a nd New Engla nd.
H a v en

, S : F . Archmology of the Un ited Sta tes . (In Smi th
soni a n Institut ion . Con tribution s to know ledge . Wa sh . , 1856.
v . 8, a rt . 1. pp . 10—11. H . )
Zen i story men ti oned, but no opin ion expre ssed .

Bra sseur d e B ourbourg, C : Etienn e . l
’

a bbé . Histoire des
n a tions c ivil isées du Mexique et de l

’
Amérique

-Centra le . Pa ris,
1857. H .

Fa vorable .

P a l frey , J : Gornam. History of New Engl a nd . Boston , 1858.

1: 59-60. H .

Cla im men tioned, but no opin ion expre ssed.

P e sch e l , Osca r Ferdina nd . Geschichte des zeita lters der
entdeckungen . Stuttg. u . Augsb . , 1858. p . 107. H .

Un fa vorable .

Domen e ch
,
Em . ,

l
’

a bbe
’

. Seven yea rs ’ residence in the Grea t

Deserts of North America . London , 1860. BP .

C la im men tion ed, but no opin ion expressed .

A sh er, G : M . Henry Hudson the n aviga tor. (H akluyt Soci
ety. ) London ,

1860. pp . c l x iv—c l xv ii . H .

He says tha t in solving th e Z en i que stion , No very sa tisfa ctory re sult h a s
ye t be en a tta ined .

”

G afi
'

a r e l
,
Pa ul . Etudes sur l es ra ports de l ’Améri ue et de

l
’

An cien Con tinent a va n t Christophe o lomb . Pa ris, 169. pp .

261—279. BP .

Fa vorable . Con siders Fri es la nd to b e th e Fe rCe Isle s ; E stla nd, She tla nd ;
B res , B re ssa ; Mina n t , Ma in la nd ; Is lan d, Un st ; T a lus , Te a l ; B roa s , Bura S °

Tra n s , Trond a ; Engrove l a nd , G re en la nd ; Ica ria An tico sti , Prin ce Edwa rd
I sla nd, or B afiin ‘

s Lan d ; E stotila n d, Labra dor orNewfoundla n d ; a nd Drogeo,Nova Scotia or New Engla nd .

W il l is , W : Documen ta ry history of the Sta te of Ma ine .

(Ma ine H ist . Soc . 2d ser. , v . Portl a nd, 1869. vol . 1. His
tory of the discovery of the Ea st Coa st of North America ,

by J . G .

Kohl . pp . 93—106. H .

Fa vorable . A map of th e Zen i discoverie s i s given , a nd conj ecture s a s to
th e pa rticula r spots a re offered.
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Bry a n t ,W : Cul len , an d G a y , Sidney Howa rd . Popul a r his
tory of the Un ited Sta tes. N . Y . ,

1876. 1: 76—85. H .

B rya n t be lieve s tha t th e Zen i story i s a fa brica tion .

P oster
, J : Wel l s Pre-historic ra ces of the Un ited Sta tes of

North America . Chicago, 1878. pp . 399—400 . H

Un fa vorable .

VI. DISCOVERY BY THE PORTUGUESE.

B a rrow , S ir J : A chronologica l history of voyages into the
Arctic Regions . London . 1818. pp . 37—39. H

S e ak s of i t a s a n e sta bl ish edtfa ct tha t John V a z Co s ta Cortere a l di scov
e red ewfoun d l and in 1463 or 1464. He re fe rs to An ton io Corde iro, H is toria
in sul a n a da s i lha s a Portuga l sugeyta s n o Oce a no Occ iden ta l ,"Lisbon , 1717.

He doe s n o t men tion the page , however ; a nd no on e e lse h a s ever be en a ble
to find in tha t book a nything a bout this c la im of Corte re a l

’

s .

C ool ey , W : Desborough . H istory of ma ritime a nd in l a nd dis
covery. (La rdner

’

s cabinet cyclopze dia . ) London ,
1830. p . 138.

H .

Of Corterea l , th e a uthor s a ys, “ The re se ems l ittle re a son to doubt tha t
h e discovered Newfoundla nd long be fore the time of Ca bot.” Th is book wa s
reprin ted in the “ Edinburgh ca bin et l ibra ry .

“

B iddl e
,
R : Memoir of Seba st ia n Ca bot . London

, 1821. pp.

286—298. H .

Un fa vorable . Accuse s B a rrow of n ever ha ving looked into Corde iro ’

s

book ; a nd a dds, “ Thus does th e eviden ce , in support of this preposterous
cla im , di sa ppe a r.

”

H umbol dt, F : H : Alexa nder von . Examen critique de l
’

his

toire de l a géogra phie du nouveau con tinent . Pa ris, 1836. 1: 279.

H

Un fa vorable .

N orth Americ a n r ev i ew . Boston , July, 1838. 47 : 179. H .

Hon . G : Folsom sa ys : “ There i s little , if a ny, ground for the c l a im .

”

C o l ombo , Cristoforo . Select letters ; ed . by R : H . Ma jor.

London ,
1847. (Ha kluyt Society. ) pp . xxv ii- xxx . H

M r. Ma jor’ s opin ion i s unfa vorable .

H a v e n
,
S : F . Archaeology of the Un ited Sta tes . (In Smith

aon i a n In stituti on . Con tributions to know ledge . Wa sh . , 1856.
v . 8, a rt . 1, p . 9. H )
Cla im men tion ed, but no vi ew expre ssed.



PRE-COLUMB IAN DISCOVERIES OF . AMERICA . 159

P a l frey , J : Gorham. History of New Engl a nd . Boston , 1858 .

H

C la im men tion ed, but no v iew expre s sed .

G afi
'

a r e l
,
Paul . Etudes sur l es ra pports de l ’Amérique et de

l
’

Ancien Continent a va nt Christophe Colomb . Pa ris
,
1869. pp .

328—330 . BP .

Unfa vorab ie .

W il l is
,
W : Documenta ry history of the Sta te of Ma ine .

(Ma in e Hist . Soc . 2d ser. ,
v . 1. Portl a nd , vol . 1. History

of the discovery of the Ea st Coa st of North America , by J . G .

Kohl . pp . 165—166. H

Of Cortere a l ’s c la im, Kohl says, For this there i s no re l iable eviden ce .

”

B ry a n t ,W : Cul len ,
an d G a y , Sidney Howa rd . Popula r his

tory of the Un ited Sta tes . N . Y .
,
1876. —141, note. H

Sa ys B iddle h a s shown tha t the re i s no good a uthority for the c la im.

VII . DISCOVERY BY THE POLES .

G omar a
,
Fra nc isco Lopez de . H istorIa genera l de l a s India s ,

con l a conquista del Mexico y de l a Nue va -Es ana . Med ina , 1553.

5
A French t ra n sl a tion ,

under the titl e of istoire genera l le des

ndes Occiden ta les et Terres Neuves ui jusques a presen t ont este
(

E
scouvertesj

’

pa r Ma rtin Fumée . a ris, 1578 . p . 48, cha p . 37.

-l
Sa ys ca sua l] The people of Norwa y ha ve a lso be en there [i . e . to Labra

dor] with th e p i ot Jeh a n Sco lve a nd th e English with Seba stia n G a voto .

”

B e l l e -fore st, Fra ncois de . L
’

histoire un iversel le du monde .

Pa ris, 1577. p . 356, reverse . BP .

Fa vorable .

W y tfl i e t , Cornel ius . Description is Ptolema icae augmentum.

Lova n ii
, 1597. p . 188 . H

1 d
Here it i s sta ted tha t in 1476Scolvus wa s c a rrie d to Labrador a nd B atoti o

an

P onta nus
, I : Rerum Da n ica rum historia . Amst . , 1631. p.

763. BP .

Favorable . ! uote s from Wytfie i t .
M orisotus

, Cl audius Ba rtholoma eus . Orbis ma ra timi sive
rerum in ma ri et l ittoribus gesta rum genera l is historia . Divione ,
1643. p . 593. B i ll .

Fa vorable .
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H om ius
,
G : Ul yssea . Lugdun i, 1671. p . 335. BM

Sa ys tha t in 1476Sco lnus discovered “ fre tum An i a n e t Te rram Labora
tori s .

”

P l a c ido Z ur l a . Di Ma rco Polo e degl i a l tri v iaggia tori venezi
a n i . Ven ezia , 1818. note . BP .

Fa vorable .

D up a ix , Guil l aume . An tiquités mexica ines. Pa ris, 1834. v . 1,
no . 9, p . 51. BA .

Cla im men ti on ed in a n a rtic le by Fra ncois Cha rle s Fa rcy, but no view
expre ssed .

H umbo l d t
,
F : H : Al exa nder von . Examen critique de l

’
his

toire de l a géogra phie du nouveau con tinen t . Pa ris
,
1837. 2 : 152

153. H

Acknowl edge s tha t h e i s doubtful .
N or th Ame ric a n r ev i ew . Boston

,
July

,
1838. 47 : 179. H

Cla im men tion ed, b ut no opin ion expre ssed .

G r
'

cin l a n ds H istori sk e M inde sma e rk er . Ki enha vn; 1845.

—556
,
628-630 . H .

A favorable a rticl e , by C . Pinge l .
C o l ombo, Cristoforo . Sel ect letters ; ed . by R : H . Ma jor.

(Ha kluyt Society. ) London ,
1847. pp. xx v—xxvii . H .

Cla im men tion ed, but no opin ion expressed .

L e l ew e l
, Joa chim. Géogra phie du moyen age . Brux. , 1852.

—106. B P .

Th e a uthor sa ys tha t Soolnus wen t to Labra dor.

P a lfr ey , J : Gorham. History of New Engl a nd . Boston ,
1858.

H .

Cla im men tioned, but no opin ion expre ssed .

A sh er
, G : M . Henry Hudson ,

the na viga tor. (Hakluyt Soci
ety. ) London ,

1860 . pp . xc v iii—xcix . H .

He thinks Kol nus wen t to G re en land.
W i l l i s

,
W : Documen ta ry history of the sta te of Ma ine .

(Ma ine H ist . Soc . 2d ser. ,
v . Port la nd

,
1869. Vo l . 1, H istory

of the d iscovery of the Ea st Coa st of North America , by J. G .

Koh l . pp . 114—115 . H .

Kohl s ays th e voya ge “ probably n ever took pla ce , or, a t a l l even ts, h a d
nothing to do w ith Vin land or Ma ine .

”
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M urr
, Christoph Gottl ieb von . Diploma tische Geschichte des

Ritters Beha im. Nii rn berg, 1778. [A Fren ch tra n sl a tion in C .

Amoretti
’

s tran sl a tion of Piga fetta
’
s

“ Premier voyage a utour du

Monde
,

”
by H . J . Ja n sen . Pa ris, 1801. H Al so a n Engl ish

tra nsla tion in J : Pinkerton ’

s
“ Genera l col lect ion of the best a nd

most interesting voyages a nd tra vel s in a l l pa rts of the world .

”

London , 1812 . H . ]
Beha im ‘

s c la im i s discussed, an d a portion of h is cha rt i s given . The
histo ry a n d the globe of B eh a im a bso lute ly de stroy a l l the se pre ten sion s , and
prove tha t he h a d n o knowledge of Ame rica .

”

Americ an P hil osophi c a l Soc ie ty . Tra nsa ctions. Phil a . , 1786.
2 : 263—284. H

A letter from M r. Otto to D r . Fra nkl in , in which it i s cla imed tha t Ma rtin
B eha im first discovered America . Among other proofs th e writer c i te s a ter
re stri a l globe m a de by Beha im, n ow in the a rchive s of th e libra ry a t Nuremb erg, on whi ch we find the la n d tha t h e discovered in such a po sition th a t it
must b e the pre sen t coa sts of Bra z i l and th e environ s of the Stra its of Mage l
l a n , sa ys Mr. Otto .

B e lkn ap , Jeremy. A discourse intended to commemora te the
discovery

°

of America by Christopher Columbus. Boston ,
1792.

pp . 85—99. H .

Un fa vorable . This a rticle w a s reprin ted in Jeremy B e lkn a p’ s “Ame rica n
biography.” Boston , 1794. 1: 128—141. H .

C l a dera , Don Cristoba l . In vestiga ciones h istorica s sobre los
principa les descubrimien tos de los Espanol es. M a drid

,
1794. H

An exha ustive work on th e cla im of B eha im, a ttempting to ove rthrow it
en tire ly . It con ta in s a ma p of a portion of B eha im ’

s globe . A tra n sla tion
in to Spa n ish ofMurr’ s a rticle on B eha im i s a lso given .

Amoretti
, C : Prefa ce to a French tra nsl a t ion of Piga fetta

’

s

Premier voyage a utour du Monde .

”
Pa ris

,
1801. pp . 21—28. H

The cla im of Beha im i s con side red, a nd th e wri te r thinks tha t, though
Beha im first discovered America , h e did not kn ow i t un til a fter h e h a d com
pa red hi s own discoverie s with those of Co lumbus .

N orth Ameri c a n rev i ew . Boston , 1822. 14 : 37-38. H .

J. G . Cogswe l l spe aks of th e a ssertion tha t B eha im discovered America
before Co lumbus a s a trifling e rror .

Ya t e s
, J V. N . ,

a nd M oul ton
, Joseph White . History of the

Sta te of New York. N . Y . , 1824. p . 104. H

Cla im men tion ed , but no v iew expre ssed .

Irving Wa shi n ton . H istory of the l ife a nd voyages of Chris
topher Columbus. ondon

,
1828 . pp . 208—212 . H

Th e que stion of B eha im i s ta ken up a t con side ra ble length, an d Irv ing
ex la in s the c la im a s foun de d on th e m is inte rpre ta tion of a pa ssa ge in ter
po a te d in the chron icle of Ha rtmann Schede l .”
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Dupa ix Guil l aume . Antiquités mexica ines. Pa ris,
136-138 . BA . Recherches sur l es a n ti nites de l

’

Amérique du

Nord et de l ’AJn érique da Sud , pa r D : Ba i e Wa rden .

Un fa vorable . Mention ed, b ut no opin ion expre ssed, by Francois CFa rcy, vol . 1, n o . 9, p . 50.

H umbol dt, F : H : Al exa nder von . Examen oriti ue de l
’
bis

toire de l a géogra phie du nouvea u continent . Pa ris, 1 7. 1: 256
- 309. H

A long discussion . Un favora ble .

C ol ombo , Cristoforo. Se lect letters ; ed . by R : H : Ma jor.

(Hakluyt Soc iety.) London , 1847. pp . xxxi- xxxii . H .

Mr. Ma jor does not favor the cla im .

L e l ew e l
,
Joa chim. Géogra phie du moyen age . Brux. , 1852.

2 : 131—132, note . BP .

Sim ly sa s tha t “ numerous con j ecture s a nd fa ble s ha ve be en inven ted
about a rtin cha im ,

”
and he re fers for them to Murr a nd Gh il l any.

G hi l l a ny , F . W. Geschichte des Seefa hrers Ritter Ma rtin

Beha im . Nii rnberg, 1853. pp. 51- 70. BP .

Favorable .

H a v en , S : F . Archaeology of the United Sta tes. (In Smith
soni a n In stitution . Contribution s to know ledge . Wa sh . ,

1856.

v . 8, a rt . 1, p . IO.

’

H . )
Cla im men tioned, but no view expre ssed .

M ajor , R : H : The l ife of Prince Henry of Portuga l . Lon

don ,
1868. pp . 326- 328. H .

H ere i s ta ken up th e cla im of B eha im,

“ to whom, sa ys th e author, “ ha s
been erron eously a ttributed th e first idea of the discovery of America .

”

G afl
'

a r e l
,
Paul . Etudes sur les ra p orts de l ’Améri ue et de

l
’
Anc ien Con tinent a va n t Christophe lomb. Pa ris

,
169. pp .

307—313. BP .

In c lin ed to b e un favorable .

H a rper
’
s n ew mon thl y maga zin e . N. Y. , 1871. 42 : 425—435 ,

527- 535. H . An examin a tion of the cl a ims of Columbus, by
Rev . M . M a ury .

G ive s a map of B eha im’
s globe , but thinks tha t h e pl a ce d on it lan d

which corre sponds to America , simply suppo sing i t to exist there , though h e
h a d n eve r himse lf discovered i t .

B a rt l e tt
,
J : Russe l l . B ibl iotheca America na : a ca ta logue of

books rela ting to North a nd South America in the l ibra ry of the
l a te J : Ca rter Brown. Providence , 1875 . 1: 15—16. H .
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G ive s an English tra n sla tion of th e pa ssa ge in Schede l ’ s work, on which
i s ba se d B eha im ’

s c la im . Sta te s tha t “ th e
‘ Chron ic le , ’ in the ha ndwri ting

of Sch ede l , i s pre s e rved a t Nurembe rg ; but the pa ss a ge con ta in ed in the

extra ct above given i s a dde d in a diffe ren t ha nd . ’ Ba rtlett there fore con
s iders th e cla im unfounded.

I! . DISCOVERY BY COUSIN OF DIEPPE .

M émo ir e s chronologiques pour serv ir a l
’

histoire de Dieppe , et
a cel l e de l a n a v iga tion fra nca ise . Pa ris, 1785. 1: 91—98. BM .

Sa ys tha t Cousin le ft Dieppe a t the beginn ing of 1488, a nd a t th e end of
two mon ths a rrived a t the mouth of a gre a t river, which h e ca l led “ Ma ra
n on ,

”
a nd wh ich h a s be en s in ce n ame d the “ F leuve de s Am a zon e s .

”
e

re turn ed to Die
p
pe in 1489. Vin cen t Pin on , on e of Cousin ’

s ca pta in s, de
se rted th e peop e of Dieppe a n d wen t to en eva , where it is though t h e to ldCo lumbus of Cousin ’

s discoverie s . Th e a uthor of th e “ Mémoire s does not
give hi s au thoritie s for the se fa cts .

E sta n c e l in , L : Recherches sur les voyages et découvertes des
n a v iga teurs norma nds en Afrique, da n s les Indes Orienta les et en
Amé rique . Pa ris

,
1832. pp . 332—361. B P .

Discu sses th e que stion whe ther Cousin discovered Americ a be fore Co
lumbus , a nd whe the r it w a s from h im tha t Co lumbus obta in ed h i s knowledge .

The a uthor i s sca rce ly in clin ed to be lieve i t .

G uerin , Léon . Les n a v iga teurs fra nca is . Pa ris
,
1846. pp .

47—49. BP .

Cla im men tion ed, but no opin ion expressed.

P a rkma n
,
Fra n cis . Pioneers of Fra nce in the New World .

Boston ,
1865. pp . 169—170. H .

“ Th e story ma y not b e quite void of foun da tion .

”

G a fi
'

a re l
,
Pa ul . Etudes sur les ra pport s de l ’Améri ue et de

l
’

An cien Continen t a va nt Christophe Columb . Pa ris
, 169. pp .

314—324. B P .

Favorable .

B ry a n t, W : Cul len , a nd G ay , Sidney Howa rd. Popular his
tory of the Un ited Sta tes. N. Y., 1876. 1: 139. H .

Unfavorable .


