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Bertiner Zeitung, 24 May 1945

Suppression and denial

After liberation, most Germans did not want to think about the moral dimen-
sions of their roles as perpetrators or fellow travellers. For decades, the public
showed little willingness to confront the issues raised by Ottomar Geschke in
the newspaper Berliner Zeitung. Instead, many wanted to draw a line under the
past. The survivors of the Nazi regime’s crimes were the only ones to challenge
the silence.

In East Germany, it soon became state doctrine to assert that the entire popula-
tion was anti-Fascist. In the West, anyone who dared to take a self-critical look
at the past was suspected of working for the GDR's communist propaganda.

Konrad Adenauer, st West German Chancello,

ou don'tthrow dirty water ut i you

s Over the following decades, then, the suppression and denial of knowledge of
et ot any cloan wate”

Commeuatono the vetims o Fasciom i the past caused Germany's guilt after 1945 to grow into a moral burden, which
. Ralph Giordano described as a “second guilt”. As those who were eventually
willing to speak out and testify pass away, the silence continues to grow, and
the responsibility remains.
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